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INTRODUCTION.

HE whole Syftem of the Free Ma-

Jons hath been conceal’d for a long
Succeffion of Time, without Inter-
ruption : But every Age, by the Increafe
of Knowledge, is producing fomething for
the Benefit and Advantage of Mankind in
general. So we in this Age, being a curious
and fpeculative People, have for fome Years
been amus'd (till lately) by the invifible
Pretenfions, 4nd extraordinary Delufions of
the Free Mafins, and great Numbers of
People, whether of Senfe or not, in every
Station of Life, led by the Irch of Curio-
fity, have been accepted into the Fraternity,
thinking to have improv’d their Genius by
fume occult Myftery in the Arts and Sci-
ences ; but finding it, asthe Author of Ma-
fonry diffeéted has defcrib'd, a ridiculous
infignificant Catechifm, of no Ufe to
School-Boys, and much lefs to Men of
Senfe ; for the wifer and major part hath
A2 re-
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relinquifh’d and left the remaining unthink-
ing part to proceed in their own Folly,
who with Zeal affiduous, efpoufe the Caufe,
and often bring ineyitable Penury on them-
felves and Families.

THE

e

FREE MASONS

Msgick LADDER.
I

I.\’ Days of yore, when Bealts could fpeak,
And Trees confabulate ;

Whea Crows and Magpies politick
Sertled Affairs of State.

IT.

Free Mafons then laid Claim to Art
From fomething or another;

And they their Secrets did impart,
At the making of a Brother.

1L

Sure Magick Spells were never us’d
For Mafons in thofe Climes,

The Craft eftablifh’d, not abus’d,
By Rebels of the Times.

Iv.
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Iv.

It was in great Perfettion brought
By the Nobles of that Place,

Who with Submiffion did refort
All witha comely Grace.

V.

"To be accepted Mafons made,
Their Secrets for to know,
Do condefcend to learn the Trade,
And their Pofteriors fhow.

VI

This Magick Ladder’s Ufe explain’d
In all its feveral Branches,

Does {hew the World what is contain’d
Betwixt our Brother’s Haunches.

VIL

Thus when our Ladder’s duly plac’d
To (ix Feet Elevation, .

Our accepted Brother’s A—fe is rais’d
Exaly in Proportion.

VIIL

Magick Ladder.
VIIL

T Mafters of the Lodge draw near,
And give their Approbation,
That he is qualify’d to wear
The Mafons Leather Apron.

IX.

The Wardens then do both advance
Their Brother’s Station higher,
And fmilingly do take a Dance,
As pleafing Thoughts infpire.

X.

The Fellow-Craft they do obey
The Order of their Mafter,

By walking round, and nothing fay,
But burft into a Laughter.

XL

Now Eater’d Prentice learn your Part,
And good Infirutions know,

Afrend the Ladder now with Art
And your Perfections fhow.

7

XIL
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XIIL

Alfo our Guardian at the Door
With Cap and flaming Sword,
Old Hiram’s Right he doth reftore
By whifpering out the * Word ;afg:{
XIII.

And now our Brother he muft pafs
His greateft Elevation,

Andto View expofe his A——fe,
Making no Helitation.

XIV.

Thus whilft the Mafter does furvey
Our Brocher’s Situation,

The Wardens do without Delay
Call him accepted Mafon.

XV.

The Fellow-Craft and Prentice do
Immediately follow after,

And give to him the Badge that’s due,
As ancient as the Garter.

XV

Magick Ladder. 9
XVL

The ceremonial Part thus afted,
They all around him pafs ;

And with their Lips really contralted
Salute their Brother’s A—fe.

XVIL

A Bible then forthwith was brought
" with Compaffes and Square,
And I required without Thought
Immediately to fwear.

XVIIL

Or in that Pofition to remain
Without any Laxation,

Which gave my Body extream Pain;
And to my Mind Vexation.

XIX.

A dreadful Oath I then did take,
Which griev’d my Mind full fore;
So I their Lodges did forfake,
And came not near them more. Lo
B XX
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XX.

By what Authority, Pve not yet feen,
Or Magifterial Power

They have, of giving Oaths obfcene,
From that Time to this Hour.

XXL

An enter’d Prentice forthwith came
A Fellow Craft to be,

Who me releafed from the fame,
And thus was I made free.

XXIL

So then my Place he foon fupply’d
The faid Degree to pafs,

And with aétive Art he try’d
For to exalt his A——fe,

XXIIL

With Approbation of the Lodge,

A Fellow Craft he pafles;
The Mafter and the Warden’s Pledge
His Health all in full Glaffes.

XX1V.

Magick Ladder. 11
XXIV.

A Mafter ftill we have to pafs,
An accomplifh’d Mafon’s he,

With tender Skin and brawny A——fe,
And skill’d in the Rule of Three.

XXV.

Then up the Ladder he afcends
To its greateft Elevation,
And his Pofteriors does defcend
Unto its Jeaft Depreflion.

An Ode infcribd to —— Grand
Mafler, on bis prefenting the Fra-
ternity with a Sword of State.

L

O the Great Defender of our Fate
All Gratitude we owe,
By ornamenting with fuch State

Our fplendid Raree-(how.
B2 IL
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IL

A Sword of State to us you gave,
And fourfcore Pounds it coft,

The Honour of the Craft tofave,
And Mafonry not be loft.

In.

Thus as a Do&or, skill’d in curing Ills
His Patient does deceive,

By gilding o’re his naufeous Pills,
And thereby them relieve.

.

So now the Myftery’s been of late
Revealed by a Brother,

You introduc’d a Sword of State
His Foibles for to fmother.

V.

And in great Triumph ’twill be feen,
With Compafs, Level and Square,

Adorn’d with Aprons neat and clean,
The Mafons Jewels rare,

Magick Ladder. 13

VL

The Day on which our grand Feaft’s made

At Merchant Taylor’s Hall,

When Lords and Dukes and Fools, ’tis faid,
Are met and affembled all.

N. B. The Price of the Tickets being ufi-
ally ten Shillings, we thought proper to
make a Dedullion of two Shillings and [ix
Pence, in order to prevent [o many extra-
wagant Superfluities, and to reduce the
grear Quantity of Wine which infeited
moft of our Brothers Pericraniums the laft
Tear ; fo that the ufe of Swords, Canes oy
Fifis, ’tis hoped, will be quite laid afide
except a Cowan, Eves-dropper, or Lifiner
Jbould invade.

The Renegado Mafon before be ram-
bles, knowing the Uncertainty of
Human Lije, makes his Will in
the Manner following.

Fter I am defund, I defire my Body
£ Ato be buried without Bell, Book or
Candle. Im-
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Imprimis, 1 give and bequeath to Orator
H——y my Square, in order that he may
apply it in a confiientious Manner, by
fquaring his own Agions, that they may
be always found wichin Compafs, and by
that means increafe this Flock

Item, 1 give and bequeath to Obadiah
Greenbhat my Father-in-Law, the Sum of
four Pounds twelve Shillings, due on an
an old Bond of Mr., Chanticlear’s, to be laid
out in genteel and fathionable Skittles, for
the Ulc of his Ground, aud for tlic good
Offices receiv’d trom him, efpecially of im-
proving my Talent commatted to bis Charge,
according to the Law of bis Religion, with-
out Offentation. 1 freely give the choiceft
Book out of my Cabinet of Rarities, called,
A Cap of Grey hairs for a Green-head, ors
A Diclosue berween Father and Son.

Item, To the Author of the Perjur’d
Free Mafin, 1 frecly give my Library, in
order to improve his Underftanding; and
upon the Failure thereof, T defire it to be
forthwith given to my elaborate and lear-
ned Friend Orator H-——y, to revive hig
Conventicle whenfoever it declines, or to
eftablith him a Second-hand Bookfeller in

Moor fields,
Item,

eMagick Ladder. 15

Item, 1 give and bequeath to the Oze
Tun Lodge, whereof I was a Member,
my old Hanger, fo that they may keep a
Guard at their Door, and thereby prevent
any more fcandalous Refle€tions from the
Maids of Sodomitical Pralices.

Item, 1 give to my worthy PFriend (un-
der the Rofe Silent Jobm the Carpenter,
all my Mathemarical Inftruments, and Ca-
biner of occult Myfteries.

Item, 1§ give unto the Executors of this
my lait Will and Teftament, my choice
Colletion of Divine Poems, by feveral
learned Hands of this Nation: So finding
my Spirits quite exbaufted, and renouncing
all Wills made heretofore I depart from
hence, and keep wandring in wnknown

Paths of the Elyfian Shades.

Fan. 20th,
1730-31.,

The
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T he Renegado Mafon's Ramble.

S Ian Excurfion the other Night made,
I happen’d to meet with a merry Blade,
Who immediately with me began to punn,
Saying, Mother Lodge, it was open’d at the
One Tun;

Which made me begin for to mutter and
{wear,

The Truth of the Matter refolving to hear,

Away then goes 1into Noble-fireet,

Where hung a new Lanthorn moft curious
and neat.

The Level and Plum-tule, the Compafs and
Square,

Had no other Ufes, but as Jewels moft rare,

With old Leather Aprons entirely rotten,

Or elfe Mother Lodge would have quite
been forgotten.

Amas’d then I ftood, but not quite ftruck

dumb,
Inquiring the Meaning of all that did come,
The

Magick Ladder. 17

The Mafons run mad,and were all in Defpair,
To fee Mother Lodge hangout in the Air.

A curious Infcription on this Lanthern was
{een,

" That the Mafons within were fick with the

Spleen.
Good People comein, and fet us to rights,
And you’ll be convinc’d weare not Sodomiites,

I willing to givemy Afliftance, went in
And fee that they all had been drinking Gin ;
Inftead of the Spleen the Vapours did rife,
Which was prejudicial to thofe of weak Eyes,

And amongft thofe who were fober and
ftrong,
There was a Small-coal-man finging 2 Song ,
At laft the EMluvias crept into his Brain,
And his Note it was chang’d into a new
Strain.

But with his high Nofe, and fquinting Eyes,
My Spirits was ruffled into a Surprize ;

So a Carver he came and gave me a Dram,
And fmilingly faid, drink it off Brother Sans,

C To
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To my own Habitation I immediately went,

And with good Companions I refted content,

Refolving togo no more amongft Fools,

That afts without. any Senfe, Reafon or
Rules.

Tabitha ro Aminadab [ends greeting.

Dear FriEND,
E are now met and affembled together,
and the End and Intention of our
meeting is this, for to continue the Love, I
fay the Love, or more properly the Unity
that were betwixt thee and I, that thofe
good Things that were inftilled in us might
be fet in a clear Light, and be made mani-
feft from the Works of Darknefs : But my
dear Friend, thee haft gone from revealed
Truth, and has taken Refuge among the
profligate and profane Socicty of Men, cal-
led the Free Mafons, which are ftigmatized,
a People of no Repute, but are delivered
over unto Satan to be buffetted ; therefore
1 advife thee to forfake thofe People, and be
eftablil’d in the Truth, according to the
Gift

Magick Ladder. 19

Gift of the Spirit : And in fo doing, thou
will for ever gain the Eftecem of thy wor-
thy Sifter and beft Friend

Fan. 29, 1731 Tabitha.

Aminadab #o Tabitha.

Thow dearly beloved Sifler,

HE great Efteem I have for thee, en-

ables me to withftandall the Temp-
tations of Satan, thro’ the good Gift of the
Spirit ; and I fhall, becaufe thou defireft me,
obey the Commands thou fhalt lay upon
me, though it fhould extend to extravagant
Fancies ;but I beg Leave to exhort thee, that
thou may’ft not be unealy at my being a
Free Mafon, tho’ it may be a Fault, and
there is no one without Faults, nay, hei-
nous ones too: Therefore, I fay, my dear
Sifter, excufe me for being guilty of this
one, upon the Condition of abandoning
them, and utterly forfaking them ; for they
now are become abominable ; there is none
that doth good, no not one; they fay and
forfay, and the Truch is not in them ; for
they was to have made a grand and extrava-

gant Fealt on February 2d, 1730-31, at

Ca Mer-
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Merchant Taylor’s Hall, but have reduced
it to two Shillings and fix Pence, at a2 Ta-
vern in St. Martin’s-Lane, where every
Mafon is to repeat a horrid Oath, which
they themfelves impofed on them. But my
beloved Sifter, I will forfake thofe Aflem-
blies, and walk in the way of the Light
and the Truth, and Hope, I fhall thereby
gain the Efteem of thee my worthy and
chief Friend,

Fan. 30, 1730-31. Tabitha.

—

This is to give Notice to all Mafons
of all Orders whatfoesver, that there
may no more Difputes arife concer-
ning the keepng of our Grand Fe-
frval bereafter.

Grand Matfter for the Year en»

fuing, with the Confent of our worthy
‘Brethren, at the Meeting held of our
Grand Lodgein Palace-Tard, Weftminfier,
on Saturday Fanuary 3cth, 1730-31, then
prefent our late Grand Mafter Maacbanab,
our Deputy Grand Mafter Hiram, with
both

Mugick Ladaer: 21

both the Grand Wardens, Bozz and Fachin,
and their Deputies, did unanimoufly agree
to givea Reward of one thoufand Pounds,

. for the future Good of the Fraternity, to

any Chronologer, Aftronomer or Aftrologer,
that,can determine what Year of the Jewi/b
Epocha, and what Month of that Year So-
Jomon was born jalfo what Day and Hour of
the faid Month, with the Pofition of the
Heavens at that Time, and the Name of
the Planet prefiding at his Birth, and what
Tendency it hath to the Exhalation or De-
firuction of the Free and Accepted Mafins
fince that Time. Such Perfon or Perfons
making a genuine Difcovery of the afore-
faid Particulars, {hall be paid the Reward
above mentioned, by the Grand Lodge.
E R. Secretary,

N. B. Solomon, according to the Apo-
crypha, was ten Months in bis Mother’s

W'é.

AD-
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ADVERTISEMENT,

H1S is to give Notice to all Mafons

of what Denomination foever, that
there will be opened a Hedge Lodge, of the
Order of St. Jobn's, at the Sun Aleboufe
on Adle Hill, the firt Monday in Eafter
Week, where Barbers, Hatters, Coblers, e,
after playing a Rubbers at Skittles, and
paying 2 5. 6 4. cach, fhall be initiated

Brother Mafons.
Per forming a Lodge of 3, 5, or 7.
Obadiah Green-bat Mafter.

William Stamper
Yobn Bond %Wardens.
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