


IN MEMORIAM.
W.BRO.ARTHUR LIONEL VIBERT, I.C.S., P.A.G.D.C., P.M., SECRETARY,2076.

Brethren,

It is with very great regret that I have to report the death of Bro. Lionel Vibert, which occurred on 7
December, 1938. Bro.Vibert was born in July, 1872, at St. Petersburg, where his father was at the time
Professor of English at the University. Bro. Vibert was educated at Victoria College, Jersey, where he
distinguished himself by winning the Queen’s prize for History. He passed into the Indian Civil Service
in 1891, and went up to Emmanuel College, Cambridge, where he was in residence from 1891-1893,
after which he proceeded to India and served in the Presidency of Madras for twenty-five years, retiring
in 1918. On retirement he settled in Bath, where he became connected with a number of local Societies;
he was Hon. Treasurer Mid-Somerset Musical Competitions, a member of the English Folk Dance
Society; he was co-opted on the Municipal Library and Art Gallery Committee in Bath, and was a
member of the British Numismatic Society. When he became Secretary of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge
at the end of 1928 he left Bath to reside in London.

As a Freemason Bro.Vibert was initiated in the Royal Alfred Lodge, Jersey, in 1892, and became
W.M. of Lodge Southern Cross at Palamcottah in 1896. He was a member of several other Lodges in
India; and, when in Bath, joined Royal Cumberland Lodge amongst other Masonic bodies. In 1904
he was appointed Prov.G.S.B. Jersey; in 1911 Dist.G.S.W. Madras; and in 1934 Prov.G.S.W.
Somerset. In 1928 he was given Grand Rank as A.G.D.C. With regard to Quatuor Coronati Lodge,
he joined the Correspondence Circle in 1895, became a member of the Inner Circle 1917, was Master
in 1921, and Secretary from 1928 to 1938. He had the honour of being appointed P.G.W. of the
Grand Lodge of lowa.

In the Royal Arch, Bro.Vibert was exalted in the Pitt Macdonald Chapter, Madras, in 1894; was a
Founder of Rock Chapter, of which he was Z. in 1908, and became Dist.G.J., Madras, in 1911. In
1928 he received Grand Rank as P.G.St.B.; and had been Scribe E. of Royal York Chapter of
Perseverance. In the Mark Degree Bro.Vibert was advanced in Macdonald Ritchie Lodge in India in
1894; was Master of R. Cumberland Lodge, Bath, in 1926, also Master of Hiram Lodge in 1937, and
was appointed G.J.D. in 1934. As a Knight Templar he was installed in Madras in 1898; was E.P. in
1907 and became Sub-Prior of Madras. In 1932 he received Rank as P.G.S.B.(B.), and in 1937 was
E.P. of Studholme Preceptory. He was received into the Cryptic Degrees in Constantine Council in
1930, and was T.I.M. at the time of his death. In the Rosicrucian Society he joined the Robert Fludd
College in Bath in 1919, and the Metropolitan College in 1929; he became Celebrant of the
Metropolitan College in 1936, and D.G. of C. in 1932. He was a member of also the Red Cross of
Constantine, th e Royal Order of Scotland, the Order of Eri, and the R.A.K.T.P.

Bro. Vibert was Prestonian Lecturer for two years consecutively in 1925 and 1926, the subjects of his
Lectures being “The Development of the Trigradal System’ *and “The Evolution of the Second
Degree".

When he came home to England he became the Editor of Miscellanea Latomorum and held that
position for 18 years till 1938. Bro Vibert’s achievements in Masonic literature are widely known
and highly appreciated. Amongst his numerous publications may be mentioned particularly:



The Story of the Craft

Freemasonry before Grand Lodges
Rare Books of Freemasonry
Anderson’s Constitutions of 1723
The Compagnonage

A Lodge in XIVth Century

Vestiges of Early days

Masonry amongst Prisoners of War
Survey of Masonic Research

Bro Vibert was well known as a Lecturer on Masonic Subjects; and during the past year alone he
lectured to over 30 Lodges in London and the Provinces
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