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A VtNDtcATIoN of MASONRY -"

and its Excellency demonstrated.

INA

Dr s cov RS r: at the Conſecrat-ion oſ the Lodge

of VERNON KermN-ms, on May 15- 1741

\ By 'cſſHARLE's LESLIE, M.A. Master

Maſon and Member of that Lodge'.

1 F a man was 'placed in a beautiful garden,

on a calm ſurvey of its rich collection,

would 'not his mind be affected with the moſt

exquiſite delight? The groves, the grotto's, the

artſul wilds, the whole va'riegated ſcene, would

ſenſibly strike him ; the flowery' parterres, the

opening viſios, the big caſcades, or the ſofter

murmnrs of the falling streams, all Would in

ſpire his ſoul With ideas grand and great; but

eſpecially, when he obſerved the order, the nice

ſymmetry, and beautiful diſpoſition oſ the

whole; when he ſaw how every part, though

ſeemingly complete in itſelſ, yet reflected ſur

priſing and new beauties on the other, ſo that

nothing could be wanting to make one' vbeau

tiful 'who/e. A view of this would naturaliy

lead him to admire the deſign, tho' human, and

raiſe ſomething more than common veneration

to the happy genius of him who contrived it.

The wiſe man finds it exactly after this man

U ner,
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ner, on a ealmſſſurvey of nature ; complaceney

and the best- delight attend his ſearchſſes ; delights

which can never cloy, and are ever new. Na

ture is an inexhausted ſcene, in every part of

which divinity and wiſdom appears. The ſcenes

which ſhe diſplays are indeed too large for a

mean mortal to graſp ; yet he can eaſily com

prehend ſo much as will lead him to that true _

ſource of happineſs, the grand Architect of all,

the one perfect and unſullied beauty l For beſides

all the gaities with which our ſenſes are every

moment preſented, and the ſymmetry, good

order, and proportion that appear in'the whole,

there is ſomething further that will affect the

conſidering mind, ſomething of a turn nearer to

divinity, yea, almost the divinity itſelf; that is,

the well adapted ties to the preſent circum

stance of things, which link men and ſocieties

together. Theſe are the ſure cements of the ra

. tional world, and 'tis theſe alone by which

the rational world ſubſist; and could we think

that it was poſſible for them to be diſſolved, na
ture too, and man the chiefſſwork ofGod, would

ſoon return to Chaos, and one univerſal ruin

take place. ' .

If wc look around us, we ſhall find, that in

the whole ſcale of beings, from the most incon

ſiderable inſect, to the' ſeraph that adores and

burns, all, according to their proportion in the

ſcale of existence, have more or leſs this princi

ple of uniting with others of the ſame ſpecies

with
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with themſelves, implanted by wiſe nature ; and

cannot we diſcern ſome of theſe minute animals

forming themſelves into ſocieties? Need I name

the careful aunt, _or the industrious bee? in- -

ſects, which the wiſest of men has recommend

ed as a pattern ofindustry and prudent foreſight :

But, let us raiſe our ideas higher, and we ſhall

still find that this innate principle of friendſhip .

ariſes in proportion as they themſelves ſeem to .

advance nearer to the degree of rational, and'_

there can be no better way of judging of the

ſuperiority of one part of the animal brutp cre

ation above the' other, than by obſerving what

'degrees of kindneſs, friendſhip, and ſeeming

good nature they enjoy. But that is a diſguiſi

tion fitter for the philoſopher's chair, than that

wherein l have 'now the honour to be.

It is ſufficient for us to conſider ourſelves, to

think on theſe benevolent diſpoſitions, and on

that good temper of ſoul, which, indulgent and

wiſe nature has ſo kindly bestowed upon us. As

human nature riſes in the ſcale of things, ſo do

the ſocial affections ariſe likewiſe. Do we not

ſeel in our breasts a strong propenſity to friend

ſhip? Feel we not a pleaſure when it is cement.

ed and firm, and a pain when it is on the decline

and dead ? NVhK ſweetcns life but friendſhip Z'

What diverts the cares of time but friendſhip?

What alleviates pain, and makes ſorrow ſmile,

but friendſhip, ſacred holy friendſhip?

But as this is either more univerſal, extend

ing
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ing to the whole human race, whom, as part

ners 0£ the ſame common nature with ourſelves,

we love, and are strongly inclined to- favour;

or it is more confined, and exerts itſelf the

more vehemently as the objects about which it

is verſant are nearer or more remote. Thus,

the love of one's country fires the ſoul, and

makes" it kindle into a noble patriot flame, cre

* ates the best and most diſinterested virtue, in

ſpires public ſpirit, and that heroic ardor

which engages men to throw life itſelf away in

ſuch a generous and noble cauſe. No kind oſ

friendſhip is more commendable than this; it

dignifies its happy poſſeſſor with trueunſading

laurels, casts a lustre on his actions; and con

ſecrates his name to latest ages. The warrior-'s

Worth conſists in murder, and the ruderavage

oſ the deſolating ſword, but the blood oſ thou

ſands stains not the hands 'oſ his country's friend:

his virtues are open, and of the noblest kind ; if

he bleeds by tyrant-hands, he dies with that

calm ſatisfaction which a martyr for liberty

must ſurely feel. Should l name the first Brutus,

the ſelf-devoted Decir', or the ſelf-condemned,

but unconquerable Cato !

But friendſhip not only appears divine, when

employed to bCfi'lthd the liberties oſone's coun

' rtry, but likewiſe makes its heavenly extraction

.aPPear in the more calm hours of 'life ; beſore

- We ſaw it mount into a noble flame, aimingde- *

ſh'uction at the heads of tyrants, thundering for

' libCl'ſV
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liberty and expoſing life itſelf in the good cauſe 3

now, we ſhall ſee it calm and moderate, burn.

ing with an even glow, improving the ſoft hours

oflife, and heightening that reliſh which we

have for virtue. Thus it/is, that private ſocie

ties are formed, and from this principle they

meet, and with a chearful innocence employ

each vacant hour of life with agreeable friends.
And now, we ſſcan trace from reaſon itſelf,

and the very nature of things, one of the main

deſigns of Masonnv which is to improve friend

ſhip, and teach men to become good members

ofſociety. Vain then is each idle ſurmile, which

our enemies, meanly ſcatter round! They little

think, that by decrying MASONRY, they reflect

upon human nature itlelf, and on the wiſe con.

stitution of things, which by a ſecret and ſweet

attraE/'tive fOrce, diſpoſes the- human heart to

ſocial virtue; they little think, that by ſuch

a conduct they reflect on that good order by

which the wiſe Architect of nature ſupports the

moral ſystem. Can friendſhip and ſocial de

lights be the object of reproach ? Can that wiſ.

dom which hoary time has ſanctified be the ob

ject of ridicule? How mean and contemptible

must theſe men be, who pretend to cenſure what

they do not know 24 The generous heart will

pity ignorance ſo abandoned.

I ſhall now proceed, and conſider in vehat

ſhapes MASONRY is of univerſal advantage to

mankind, how it is reconcileable to the best po

licy,

a
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licy, why it deſerves the general esteem, and

why all men are bound to promote it.

Now, abstracting from the particular pleaſures

which ariſe from a friendſhip ſo well contrived

to last, and which 'tis ſcarce poſſible entirely to

eraze, let us conſider, that it is a ſcience confined

to no particular part of the globe, but diffuſed

over the whole ; where-ever arts fiouriſh, there

MASONRY flouriſhes too; and add to this, that

by thoſe ſecret and inviolable ſigns which we

- preſerve amongst our ſelves, andwvhich are one

and the vſame throughout the world, MASONRY

becomes an univerſal language. By this means,

how many advantages are gained? We unite '

men of all religious, and of all nations. Thus,

the distant Chinq/e can embrace a brother Briton;

thus they come to know, that beſides the com

mon ties of humanity, there is a stronger still to

engage them to friendly and kind actions; thus

the ſpirit of the damning Priest: may be tamed,

and a moral brother, tho' of a different religion,

engage his friendſhip; thus all thoſe diſputes,

which imbitter life and ſour the tempers ofmen,

are avoided and every face is clad in ſmiles,

while they purſue the general deſign of the

CRAFT, which is the common good of all. Is

it not then evident, that Masonar is an univer

ſal advantage to mankind ?> For ſure, except diſ

cord and harmony be the ſame, it must be ſo.

Is it-not likewiſe reconcileable to the best poli

- \ cy? For it prevents that heat, and theſe ani
7' i moſities
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moſities which different interests but' too oft

create. Does 'not NIASONRY teach us tq be faith

ful to our king and to our country, to avoid

ſour politiCs, and to ſubmit. to the deciſions of

the legiflative spower? And ſure it is no mean

advantage ,t0 any community or state to have

ſuch a body of men within itſelf, whoſe paffions

ought to be divested of that ſourneſs and ill-na

ture, which too often attends the best of men.

' Therefore, does not MASONRY of itſelf com

mand the highest regard? Does it not claim the

greatest esteem? Without-doubt, if aught' that

is good and amiable, uſeſul to mankind or ſo

ciety, be worth a wiſe man's attention, then -

MASONRY claims it in the highest degree. What v
lovely ideas does it inſpire? How does it openſſ

and enlarge the mind? And how doesit create

a noble fund of ſatisfaction? How does it re

commend univerſal benevolence, and every vir

tue which -can endear one man to another?

How particularly is it adapted to create in the

. mind the most diſinterelled and generous no

tions? Maſhn: are brethren, and amongst bro

thers there is no inequality. Thus a king in

put in mind, that altho' a crown adorns his head,

yet the blood in his veins is derived from the

common parent of mankind, and no better than

the meanest of his ſubjects. Thus men in in- *

ferior stations are taught to love their ſuperiors,

when they ſee them divested of their grandeur, ct

and condeſcending to trace wiſdom's paths, and

' follow
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follow virtue, affisted by thoſe of a rank below

them. Virtue is true nobility, and wiſdom is

the channel by which it is directed and convey

ed; and wiſdom and virtue, amongst Maſam,

are the ſole distinctions. _ -

Maſonry, not only teaches univerſal love and

benevolence, but likewiſe diſpoſes the heart to

particular goodneſs, when a brother claims it:

For this end they create funds, and 'endeavour

to make their charities last as longas the ſcience '

itſelf. When abrother is in distreſs, what heart

does not ake? When he is hungry, do we not

convey him food? Do we'not cloth him when

he is naked? Do we not fly to his relief? There

by we ſhew that the name of brother is not

merely nominal. _

Now, if theſe are not ſufficient to'recommend _>

ſo generom a plan, ſuch'a wiſe and good ſo'

ciety, ſo happy in themſelVes, and-in the poſſeſ

fion of every ſocial virtue; nothing which is tru

ly virtuous can prevail, and a man who reſists
arguments that areſidrawn from ſoch' topics,

must himſelf be lostto all ſenſe of virtue.

' Nevertheleſs, tho' the fairest and the best

A ideas may be thus imprinted in the mind, there

are brethren (ſr'nc illa' lacryme) who, diſregard'

ingthe beauty of the ſcience, and all that virtue

which it is deſigned to teach, give themſelves

up to looſe lives, and by this means diſgrace

themſelves, and reflect diſh mour upon NlASONRY

in general. it is'theflupid wickedneſs of ſuch

* * has
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has occaſione'd theſe ſevere refiections upon the

CRAFFT, which is now in the mouth of almost

every old woman: But let ſuch brethren know, _

if! may call them by the name, that they are

unworthy of their trust, and that they are in

reality no maſons. MASONRY conſists in virtu

ous actions, in chearful innocent hours; not in
lewd debauchery or exceſs. ſ '

Now, tho' unhappy brethren may thus tranſ

greſs, itis no objection against the CRAFT, nor

can a wiſe man draw any argument from it a

- gainst our, ſociety; for if the'wicked lives of

men was 'an argument against the religion which

they profeſs, Christianity itſelf, with all its di

vine beauties, could not be true ; therefore, let

us endeavour to reform ourſelves, to reform

theſe abuſes which have crept in amongst us, __-.

and then MASONRY ſhall again ſhine out in its -

primitive lustre, and diſcover itſelf to be of a.
truly divine original. ſſ 'X

Bear with me, 'My 'wort/7) and dear brethren, ,

while I inſist upon this, which can alone retrieve

the ancient glory of the CRAPT. Let your ge.

nerous and good actionsdistinguiſh you as much

from the rest of mankind, as the beauties of the

principles from whence they flow; avoid what

ever can give offente. If the world admire yourv '

ſanctity of manners, it will effectually reconcile

it to true MASONRY. As your order isfoundcd

Upon harmony, and ſubſistsby proportion, ſo let

every paſſion be ſmoothed 'and ſubſervient to

' * X , p ' reaſon:

I
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reaſon: Let the ſoft pleaſures of friendſhip har

monize your minds, baniſh ſourneſs and ill na

ture; live like brethren, and let good humour

prevail ; let no little party-jarrs divert your at

tention from brotherly love, or ſpirit you up

against one another; mark ſuch as create divi

lions; they are unfit members of fociety; all

good order and all good laws oblige you to ex

pel them: You are to cultivate your minds and

store them with uſeful true knowledge: How
beautifuli are the ways of wiſdom, and what

pleaſure attends the purſuit! You ought to ſearch

into ngture, the' advantage you will reap will

ſoon recompenſe the pain; knowledge must be

attained by degrees, nor is it 'every where to be

found : Wiſdom ſeeks the ſecret ſhade, thelonely

cell deſignedfor contemplation, there inthroned

ſhe-ſits, and there delivers her oracles; 'ſeek

her, purſue the real bliſs, tho' the paſſage be

difficult, the further we trace it, the eaſier it will

become. 'You ought particularly to study that

first and noblest of the ſciences, I mean Geo

METRY; by this we ſhall improve ourſelves in

deed; by'this we curiouſly trace nature thro'

her various' windings, and to her most-latent

receſſes; by this we can diſcover the power,

wiſdom, and the goodneſs' of the Grand Parent

of the univerſe, and ſee the beautiful proportions

'which connect and grace this vast machine; by

this we ſee how the planets roll, and why they

move round the ſun, their centre; by this we

an \
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find the reaſon of the beautiful return of ſpring,

and of the varied ſcenes in ſummer, autumn,

and winter. Number-leſs worlds are aro_und us,

all framed by the ſame divine artist, which roll

through the vast expanſe, andnare conducted by

the ſame unerring laws of nature. What grand

ideas then must ſuch knowledge fill our minds

with, and how worthy is it of the attention of

all, but eſpecially of ſUch who profeſs themſelves
promoters of ſuch a valuable ſcience? It was ſſa

ſurvey of nature, and obſerving its beautiful pro- ſi

portions, that'first determined man to imitate

the divine plan, and reduce things into ſymme

try and order; this gave riſe to ſocieties, and

birth to every uſeful art. The architectvbegan

to deſign, and theplans which he laid down, be

ing still improven,- produced ſome of theſe ex.

cellent works which will be the admiration of

future ages. I might here trace the history of .,

the CRAFT, and ſhew, that ſince ever order be

gan, or harmony admired, it too behoved to

have had a being ; but as this is ſo well known,

Ijudge it to be altogether-needleſs.

Then, let us unite our hearts, and our ſociety

must flouriſh; let us promote the uſeful arts,

and by that means distinguiſh ourſelves; let us
cultivate the ſocial virtues, and improve, in all A

that is good and valuable; let the genius of

MnsoNRY preſide, and let us endeavour to act

with that dignity which becomes men as well

as maſons.

Now,



164 A VINDIc'ATION,ec.

r

Now, is Masonnv ſo good, ſo valuable a ſci

ence? Does it tend to cultivate the rnind, and

tame each unruly paſſion? Does it eXpel ran

cour, hatred, and envy? Does it reconcile men

of all religious, and of all nations? Is it an uni

verſal cement, binding its devotees to charity,

good will, and ſacred friendſhip i Is it calculatcd

to promote the truest freedom? Does it teach

men to lead quiet lives? In ſhort, are its pre

cepts a complete ſystem of moral virtue ? Then,

'HAtqu thou glorious craft, bright tranſcript of

all that is amiable! _HA1LL, thou blest moral

ſcience, which ſets ſuch fair copies of virtue!

WELCOM_E, ye delightful manſions, owhere its

happy 'ſons enjoy a life almost divine! WEL

come, ye blest retreats, where ſmiling friendſhip

ſits inthron'd! WELCOME, ſacred habitations,

where innocence and peace for ever dwell! _


