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A ViNDIcATION of MASONR.X -
and its Exceflency demonftrated.

- IN A

Discourse at the Confecration of the Lodge
of VeErNoN KiLwinNing, on May 15. 1741

* By CHARLES LESLIE, M.A. Mafter-
Mafor and Member of that Lodge.

1 F a man was placed in a beautiful garden,
on a calm furvey of its rich colletion,
would not his mind bé affeted with.the moft
exquifite delight? The groves, the grotto’s, the
artful wilds, the whole variegated fcene, would
fenfibly firike him ; the flowery parterres, the
opening viftos, the big cafeades, or the fofter
murmurs of the falling ftreams, all would ine
fpire his foul with ideas grand and great ; bur
efpecially, when he obferved the order, the nice
fymmetry, and beautiful difpofition  of the
whole ; when he faw how every part, though
feemingly complete in itfelf, yet reflefted fur-
prifing and new beauties on the other, fo that
nothing could be wanting to make one -beag-
tiful whole. A view of this would naturally
lead him to admire the defign, tho’ human, and
raife fomething more than common veneration
to the happy genius of him who contrived it.
Tae wife man finds it exadtly after this man-
U ner,
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_ mer, ona calm furvey of nature ; complaceney
and the beft delight attend his fearches ; delights
which can never cloy, and are ever new. Na-
© ture is an inexhaufted fcene, in every part of
which divinity and wifdom appears. The fcenes
which fhe difplays are indeed too large for a
mean mortal to grafp ; yet he can eafily com-
prehend o much as will lead him to that true
fource of happinefs, the grand Architet of all,
the one perfe& and unfullied beauty ! For befides
all the gaities with which our fenfes are every
moment prelented and the fymmetry, good
order, and proportion that appear in'the whole,
there is fomething further that will affect the
confidering mind, fornething of a turn nearer to
divinity, yea, almoft the divinity itfelf; that is,
the well adapted ties to the prefent circum-
ftance of things, which link men and focieties.
together. Thefé are the fure cements of the ra-
. tional world, and ’tis thefe alone by which
the rational world fubfit; and could we think
that it was poffible for them to be diffolved, na-
ture too, and man the chief ‘work of God, would
foon return to Chaos, and one univerfal ruin
-take place.
if we look around us, we fhall ﬁnd that in
the whole fcale of beings, from the moft incon-
fiderable infe®, to the feraph that adores and
burns, all, according to their proportion in the
fcale of exiftence, have more or lefs this princi-
ple of uniting with others of the fame fpecies
with
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with themfelves, implanted by wife nature ; and
cannot we difcern fome of thefe minute animals
forming themfelves into focieties? Need I name
the careful aunt, or the induftrious bee? in- -
fe&ts, which the wifeft of men has recommend-
ed as a pattern of induftry and prudent forefight :
But, let us raife our ideas higher, and we fhall
flill find that this innate principle of friendfhip .
arifes in proportion as they themfelves feem to
advance nearer to the degree of rational, and
there can be no better way of judging of the
fuperiority of one part of the animal brute cre-

_ ation above thé other, than by obfcrvmg what
degrees of Kindnefs, friendfhip, and feeming
good nature they enjoy. But that is a difquifi-
tion fitter for the philofopher’s chair, than that
wherein 1 have now the honour to be.

It is fufficient for us to confider ourfelves, to
think on thefe benevolent difpofitions, and on
that good tempér of foul, which indulgent and
wife nature has fo kindly beftowed upon us. As
buman nature rifes in the fcale of things, fodo
the focial affetions arife likewife. Do we not
feel in our breafts a ftrong propenfity to friend-
fhip ? Feel we pot a pleafure when it is cement.
ed and firm, and a pain when it is on the decline
and dead ? W fweetens life but friendfhip ?
What diverts the cares of time but friendthip 2
What alleviates pain, and makes forrow fiile,
but friendfhip, facred holy friendfhip 2

But as this is either more univerfal, extend-

ing
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ing to the whole human race, whom, as part-
ners of the fame common nature with ourfelves,
we love, and are ftrongly inclined to. favour ;
or it is more confined, and exerts itfelf the
more vehemently as the objects abant which it
is verfant are neater or more remote. Thus,
the love of one’s country fires the foul, and
makes’ it kindle into a noble patriot flame, cre-
- ates the beft and moft difinterefted virtue, in-
fpires public fpirit, -and that heroic ardor
which engages men to throw life itfelf away in
fuch a generous and noble caufe. No kind of
fiiendfhip is more commendable than this ; it
dignifies its happy pofleffor with true unfading
laurels, cafts a luftre on his acions, and con-
fecrates his name to lateft ages. The warrior’s
worth conlfifts in murder, and the rude-ravage
of the defolating fword, but the blood of thou-
fands ftains not the hands of his country’s fiiend :
his virtues are open, and of the nobleft kind ; if
he bleeds by tyrant-hands, he dies with that.
calm fatisfaction which a martyr for liberty
mult furely feel. Should I name the fitft Brutus,
the felf-devoted Decii, or the fclf-condemned,
but unconquerable Cato !
Bur friendfhip not only appears divine, when
employed to befriend the liberges of one’s coun-
© try, bug likewife makes its heavenly extra&ion
appear in the more calm hours of life ; before
© We faw it mount into a notle flame, aimingde.
firuction at the heads of tyrants, thundering for
o liberty
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liberty and expofing life itfelf in the good canfe ;
now, we fhall fee it calm and moderate, burn-
ing with an even glow, improving the foft hours
of life, and heightening that relith which we
have for virtue. Thus it is, that private focie-
ties are formed, and from this principle they
meet, and with a chearful innocence employ
each vacant hour of life with agreeable friends.

And now, we can trace from reafon itfelf,
and the very nature of things, one of the main
defigns of Masonkry which is to improve friend-
thip, and teach men to begome good members
of fociety. Vain then is each idle furmile, which
our enemies. meanly fcatter round ! They little
think, that by decrying Masonry, they reflet
upon human natwre itfelf, and on the wife con-
ftitution of things, which by a fecret and fweet
attraltive force, difpofes the. human heart to
focial virtue; they little think, that by fuch
a condué& they reflelt on that good order by
which the wife Architeét of nature fupports the
moral fyftem. Can friendfhip and focial de-
lights be the objett of reproach ? Can thag wif.
dom which hoary time has fanétified be the ob-
je€t of ridicule? How mean and cqntembtible
muft thefe men be, who pretend to cenfure what
they do not know ? The generous heart will
pity ignorance fo abandoned.

1 fthall now proceed, and confider in whate
fhapes MasongY is of univerfal advantage to
mankind, how it is reconcileable to the beft po-

licy,

o
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licy, why it deferves the general efteem, and
why all men are bound to promote it.

Now, abftracting from the particular pleafures
which arife from a friendfhip fo well contrived
to laft, and which ’tis fcarce poffible entirely to
eraze, let us confider, that it is a fcience confined
to no particular part of the globe, bur diffufed
over the whole ; where-ever arts flourith, there
Masonry flourifhes too; and add to this, that
by thofe fecret and inviolable figns which we
preferve amongft our felves, and-which are one

- and the fame throughout the world, Masonzy
- becomes an univerfal language. By this means,
how many advantages are gained? We unite
men of all religions, and of all nations. Thus,
the diftant Cbinefe can embrace a brother Briton;
thus they come to know, that befides the com-
mon ties of humanity, there is a ftronger ftill to
engage them to friendly and kind ations ; thus
the fpirit of the damning Priefts may be tamed,
and a moral brother, tho’ of a different religion,
cngage his friendfhip; thus all thofe difputes,
which imbitter life and four the tempers of men,
are avoided and every face is clad in fmiles,
while they purfue the general defign of the
CrarT, which is the common good of all. Is
it not then evident, that MasonRryY is an univer-
fal advantage to mankind ? For fure, except dif-
cord and harmony be the fame, it muft be fo.
Is it-not likewife reconcileable to the beft poli-
\ ¢y ? For it prevents that heat, and thefe ani-
' ' mofitics
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mofities which different interefts but'too oft
create. Does not Masonry teach us tq be faith-
ful to our king and to our country, to avoid
four politics, and to fubmit to the decifions of
the legiflative .power ? And fure it is no mean
advantage .to any community or ftate to have
fuch a body of men within itfelf, whofe paffions
ought to.be divefted of that fournefs and ill-na-
ture, which too often attends the beft of men.
Therefore, does not Masonry of itfelf com-
mand the higheft regard 2 Does it not claim the
greateft efteem ? Without-doubt, if aught that
is good and amiable, ufeful to mankind or fo-
ciety, be worth a wife man’s attention, then -
Masonry claims it in the highéft degree. What _
lovely ideas does it infpire? How does it open
and enlarge the mind? And how does it create
a noble fund of fatisfation? How does it re-
commend univerfal benevolence, and every vir-
tuc which can endear one man to another?
How particularly is it adapted to create in the

- mind the moft difinterefted and generous no-

tions? Mafins are brethren, and amongft bro-
thers there is no inequality. Thus a king is
put in mind, that altho’ a crown adorns his head,
yet the blood in his veins is derived from the
common parent of mankind, and no better than
the meaneft of his fubjefts. Thus men in in~
ferior ftations are tanght to love their fuperiors,

when they fee them divefted of their grandeur, '
and condefcending to trace wifdom’s paths, and

follow
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follow virtue, affifted by thofe of a rank below
them. Virtue is true nobility, and wifdom is
the channel by which it is direéted and convey.
ed; and wifdom and virtuc, amongﬁ Mafons,
are the fole diftin&tions.

Mafonry, not only teaches univerfal love and
benevolence, but likewife difpofes the heart to
particular goodnefs, when a brother claims it:
For this end they cteate funds, ahd endeavour
to make their charities laft as long-as the fcience
itfelf. When abrother is in diftrefs, what heart
does not ake? When he is hungry, do we not
convey him food? Do wenot cloth him when
he is naked? Do we not fly to his relief? There-
by we fhew that the name of brother is not
merely nominal,

" Now, if thele are not fufficient to Tecommend .
fo generous a plan, fuch a wile and good fo
ciety, fo happy in themfelves, and in the poffel-
fion of every focial virtue; nothing which s tru-
ly virtuous can prevail, and a man who refifts
arguments that are drawn frotn fach topics,

muft himfelf be loft to all fénfe of virtae.

 Neverthelefs, tho’ the faireft and the beft
" ideas may be thus imprinted in the mind, there
are brethren {binc ille lacryme) who, difregard-
- ing the beauty of the {cience, and all that virtue
which it is defigned to teach, give themfelves
up to lonfe lives, and by this means difgrace-
themfeives, and reflet difh >nour upon MasongY
3n general. Rt isthe ftupid wickednefs of fuch
C has
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has occafioned thefe fevere refleétions upon the
CrarFT, Which is now in the mouth of almoft
every old woman : But let fuch brethren know, .
if I may call them by the name, that they are
mworthy of their truft, and that they are in
reality no mafons. MasoNgry confifts in virtu-
ous attions, in chearful innocent hours, not in
lewd debauchery or excefs.

Nowy; tho’ unhappy brethren may thus tranf-
grefs, ’tis no objetion againft the Crart, nor
can a wife man draw any argument from it a-
- gainft our_ fociety ; for if the wicked lives of
men was an argument againft the religion which
they profefs, Chriftianity itfelf, with all its di-
vine beauties, could not be true; therefore, let
us endeavour to reform ourfelves, to reform
. thefe abufes which have crept in amongft us, ..
and then Masonry fhall again thine out in its -
primitive luftre, and difcover itfelf to be of a
_ truly divine original.’

Bear with me, my worthy and dear bretbren, .
while I infift upon this, which can alone retrieve
the ancient glory of the CrarT. Let your ge-
nerous and good adtions dxﬂmgmfh you as much
from the reft of mankind, as the beauties of the
principles from whence they flow; avoid what-
ever can give offence. 1f the world admire your
fan&ny of manners, it will effetually reconcile
it to true Masoxry. As your order is founded
upon harmony, and fubfifts by proportion, fo let

every paﬂion be {imoothed and fubfervient to
X . " reafon:
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seafon: Let the foft pleafures of friendfhip har-
monize your minds, banifh fournefs and ill na-
ture; live like brethren, and let good humour
_prevail ; let no little party-jarrs divert your at-
tention from brotherly love, or fpirit you up
-againft one another ; mark fuch as create. divi-
fions ; they are unfit members ‘of fociety ; all
good ordcr and all good laws oblige you to ex-
pel them: You are to cultivate your minds and
flore them with ufeful true knowledge: How
beautiful are the ways of wifdom, and what
pleafure attends the purfuit ! You ought to fearch
into nature, the advantage you will reap will
foon recompenfe the pain; knowledge muft be

- attained by degrees, nor is it every where to be
found : Wifdom feeks the fecret fhade, thelonely
cell defigned for contemplation, there inthroned
fhe fits, and there delivers her oracles; feck
her, purfue the real blifs; tho! the paffage be
difficult, the further we trace it, the eafier it will
become. You ought particularly to ftudy that
firft and nobleft of the feiences, I mean Gko-
- METRY; by this we fhall improve ourlelves in-
deed; by "this we curioufly trace nature thro’
her various windings, and to her moft -latent
recefles; by this we can difcover the power,
- wifdom, and the goodnefs of the Grand Parent
_ of the univerfe, and fee the beautiful proportions
“which conneé and grace this vaft machine ; by
this we fee how the planets roll, and why they
move round the fun, their centre; by this we
find
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find the reafon of the beautiful return of fpring,
sad of the varied fcenes in -fummer, autumn,
and winter. Numberlefs worlds are around us,
all framed by the fame divine artift, which roll
through the vaft expanfe, and-are conduéted by
the fame unerring laws of nature. 'What grand
ideas then muft fuch knowledge fill our minds
with, and how worthy is it of the attention of
all, but efpecially of fuch who profefs themfclves
promoters of fuch a valuable fcience? It was a
furvey of nature, and obferving its beautiful pro- "
portions, that firft determined man to’ itnitate
the divine plan, and reduce things into {ymme-
try and order; this gave rife to focieties, and
birth to every ufeful art. ‘The archite& began’
to defign, and the plans which he laid down, be-
ing ftill improven,- produced fome of thefe ex-
cellent warks which will be the admiration of
future ages. I might here trace the hiftory of ..
the Cra¥T, and thew, that fince ever order be-
gan, or harmony admired, it too behoved to
bave had a being ; but as this is fo well known,
1judge it tobe altogether necdlefs.

Then, let us unite our hearts, and our fociety
muft flourtth ; let us promote the ufeful arts,
and by.that means diftinguith ourfelves; let us
cultivate the focial virtues, and improve. in all '
that is good and valuable; let the genius of
Masonry prefide, and let us endeavour to att
with that dignity which becomes men as well
as mafons.

Now,
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. Now, is Masonry fo good, {o valuable a fci-
~ence? Does it tend to cultivate the mind, and
tame each unruly paffion? Does it expel ran-

cour, hatred, and envy? Does it reconcile men

of all religions, and of all nations ? Is it an uni-
verfal cement, binding its devotees to charity,
good will, and facred friendfhip ? Is it calculated
to promote the trueft freedom? Does it teach
men to lead quiet lives? In fhort, are its pre-
cepts a complete fyftem of moral virtue 2 Then,
"Harvy, thou glorious craft, bright tranfeript of
all that is amiable ! Hairy, thou bleft moral
fcience, which fets fuch fair copies of virtue !
- Wercoms, yge delightful manfions, where its
happy “fons enjoy a life almoft divine! Wgr-
comE, ye bleft retreats, where fmiling friendthip
fits inthron’d! WeLcome, facred habitations,
where innocence and peace for ever dwell !
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