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‘At ameating of Ny Grand Lodge of the moft Ancient,Free and Ae-
cepted MASONS, at Faneuil-hall. 24th June, 1782, - -
The M.t Worfhlptal JOSEPH WEBB, Efg;
Graxp MAsTFR, in the Chaii— ,
Withall the GRAND OFFICERS= -
~— Together with —

The MASTER and Warpens of 82 Andrews, Maﬂa—v

chufetts and Perfeff Union Lodges—

OTED unanimoufly, That the tharks of this G.and Lodge
be given'to our Brothers, the Reve Mr. ELtoT and Dr.

]oHN WARREN, for the elegant Sermon and Charge delivered

this day :— And that the following Biéthren be a committecto ¢ -

wait upon them and return them thanks, accordmgly 3 and res .
gucﬁ of them a copy for the prefs—
OSIAH WATERS. jun. G. M. -
< © Mr. STEPHEN BRULE M. M Lodge.
' Lt. Col PAUL REVERE, S. G. W.
Mr. JOHN JUTAU, M. P. U. Lodge.
: "Col. EDWARD PROCIER, J. G. W.
* , SAMUEL BRECK; Efq; -
"Mr. BENJAMIN COOLIDGE G S.

Atefte BEN]AMIN €OOLIDGE, G. Sn’y

GENTLEMEN, -

J’ENSIBLE of the honour dome me by your ﬂquq/} and ready in
every way to manifeff my regard to the Mafonic inflitution, as

well as the refpect due to the Worthy Members of theGrand Lodgt, ,

[ulvmzt my Jermon to the infpection of the public.
1 am yosr a_fefhonan Brother,
‘ ] OHN -EL I 0 T.

GENTLEMEN, - o

"0 refufe a compliance with fo polzte a requeﬁ, attended with -
" the mof flattering fentiments of acceptance, and frem fo ref+

pectable a body, would be inconfifient with thofe principles of bro«
therly love, which as a man, and as a mafon, Iam bound to ob-

Jerve : Upen the merit of the fubjcét therefore, and not of the

. performance, I am induced to rifque this imperfel? produlion
I am, Gentlemen, your affectionate Brother,
FJOHN WARREN,

To the Commlttce of the Grand Lodgc. ~

\
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S ERMON, &
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Honoun ED and BELOVE D,

The paffage of fcripture which T have chofen for the fubjc&
of our prefent dlfcuﬁ}on, may be immd wmten in the

2 Er1sTLe of PETER—: CHAP 7 Verse.

~ vind to Godlmeﬁ, B:atberl_y Kma’;z:ﬁ-—-—and to 3rotber1]
. Kmdr;gﬁ, Cbarzt]

ROM the account which we have of thc author of
our text, it feems probable that he was once a- derlPIQ
of 7olm the Baptifl. ~ When this wile and escellent per~
fon drew the ﬁr/? line of the gofpel, many reforted unto

" bim to receive infiruction, before whom he bore witnefs of

the great light which fhould come into the world.  As he

was teaching at a’certain time, we read that two of his dife:

¢ciples left him, and tollowed Jefus, whom he pointed out
unto them ; one of whom was Andrew, the brother of Si-
mon Pcter, who findeth Peter, and: tells him thet ¢ he had
feen the Mecfliah, which is, being interpreted, the Chrift.”
 Hence we are led to think that he alfo, was among thofe
* fincere enquirers after truth, who fat under the influence of
the Morning Star, waiting for tbe Sun of Rngteouﬁteﬁ o
srife upon the earth,

~ Thefe things are told us by St. John the Evangelit, who
" 8 agcounted cqual to the. Baptm, as he peffeded parallel -
- wtuct,

ll
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virtues, and like him exerted himfelf in the caufe of truth

The one was the belsved difcipre of Chrift, as the other was

the harbinger of his appearance, )
‘ L

Peter being at fi: 1t under the dire&tion of F2hn, who was
fucha Azaler or Scionce. that our Lord declares him to be
wi/er thun aii the prophers who had gone before him, and
aiterwardsdrinking at ¢0- founiain ¢f wifdom, or receiving
snirulens daly trom him whois called the word, or wil-
dom, was able to give fuch rufes for the condued@ of his fol-
Yow:rs. th .t their altions might concur in perfect harmony,
and be appear as a workmar that needeth not 1o be afhamed.
Indeed, he was a moft aive labourer in building the edifice
of Chiiftim perfedtion ;—and how grand and beautiful is
this building, which ¢ being fitly framed ogether. groweth
uito a holy teaple in the Lord”! The whole fyftem of
Chriftianity is as a houfe built upon a rock—whofe fuper-
ficucture is richly adorned, Faith in Jefus Chrig is the
foundution which is laid in the free mercy and loving kind-
?e‘fs of God, and from hence rifcs into every moral exccle
. Jence, B '

It hags been well obferved, that upon a furvey of the
whole plan of this great Apoltie, @@ no other than that
fpiric which direéted thie workmanfhip of the old tabernacle,

~ eould give fo arttul a difpofirion to the materials of this new
building. not made with hands, where every.thing is con=
ne&ed with its proper ftation, for the perfeld ng of the faints,
Jor edifying the body of Chrift. ’ o

Our text is «an inftance of :the j‘uﬂ: :ffemblaze of the di-
vine and focial virtwes. To Godlinefs, Brotherly Kind-
- #iefi—and o Brotherly Kindnefs, Charity. -

They are w‘o‘rlhy of your attention, ye band of brothers

and bis friends, who bew at thé name of Fefus Chrif?. and
R , ' ' profefs
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profefs to bc isfluenced by the prmclples revealed in tbi
the book of God

And they are alfo worthy of your attention, a]l ye who'
eall Chrift Mafterand Lord, whether you join or come not
with us at this day’s f/}zval or whatever may be your fen-
timents of the mafonic inftitution,—for we are all the chil«

~"dren of one common parent, were. redeemed frem bondage

by one Lord, whofe fzrvice is perfect freedsm, and whofé

- difciples, howcvcr different in their outward cloathing, or

fingular in certain modes and cujtoms, will be accepted of
him, if they excel in the virtues and graces of his gol'pcl

The firft branch of our fubjec comprehcnds the duty o§
love and homage to the Deity.

. When we behold the firmament. which fheweth forth -
the handy work of God ; when we behold the fun, the
moon and ftars which adorn the face of nature, and which
natare’s author by his wifdom hath contrived, and by his
power fet forth, are we pot wrapt up in devout adofati.n
and love ? ¢« Thefe are thy works, Parent of geed”—No-
thing lefs than the almighty fat of that fpirit which moved
upon the face of the waters, when the earth was ‘without
form and void, and darknefs was upon the face of the deep,
could have conyerted chaos intobeauty and order,—made
the whole fcene clear and Iummou:, and bmlt thls glorious

P

Hence piety to the Gods, ora regard for fellgmn, hath
been chara&eriftic of the wi/e and good in all ages.  Socrates *
or Plato need but be named o raife a, fublime idea in the ™
human miud ; and thefe were men famed for religion and
virtue. To vxf' t the Pytbagorean [chool likewife, would be

like treading on facred ground. The Romans as well as .

the Grecks believed fully in the Dmne agency : Nor could
: thcy

rd
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they think that any man had a claim -6 wi dom, except he

preferved a fenfe of a 7/ caufe, and de\ouxly adored the
Great A clitec of the Un'verfe.

Mezentius, contouptor Dizum | How often s this mens
tioned by Virgil, wicn he would make his charalter com-
pleatly od'ons : Which fhews hiow rauch they refpe&ed or
rcgafdcd picty and vum* in that period of the Romam eme
pire, though the people had thes, areztly dcgcnera!ed from
the purity and firida s of asticnt s,

And if people who had o'y the dim light of natare to
dire&t (helr paths, [ <l e con Godl: ne(s effential to the
good man’s charzQer —what thall we {uy, or what fhall we
not {ay concerning them who make the bible th: rule of
t/J:rrfmtb ? Here iray we contempl.te his charalter wha
is the way,the tur b, and the dife,—here may we behold 2he
sword made fets. fuii of grave and truth, whofe glory was
the glary as of 0o cnly bm' ten of the bather—John 1. 14.

The orizinal liw of righteoufn={s which was i a meafure
foft (hronqh the 77nzranze and bindnefs of min, which th
could ot read th st ergzraven upon their -hearts, being ine
veloped in elouds and tieck darkue ’/:, was again-revealed by
Je!us Cbrift, w' - czme inta the warld to bear witnefs unte
the truth, and who vas he brightnefs of bis father's ylory,
and the thrcfr iz1 e f his perfon. By him we are made

Jree and aceepred —for faid he to them who believed on him,

if ye continue in my word, ya fhall know the truth, and 2he
ruth /bal! mak: »ox [ree.

To pra&ife Ch-"lian Godlinefs, implies a ftate of perfes?,
moral freedom, \Whon men are under the bondage of fn,

= all the powers and fuculdies of cheir fou'sare difurbed, and

the ftate of their minds refembles £/ ¢ chdos before the world
was formed ; but when their minds are enlightened by the
“ Jpirit oftrutb all is peace and hurmony within, and there is
& perfelt order and rma/antj in their whole conduct.  The
’uurfmt]
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Superfaity of their bearts biing done away, they.know hew,
" to compafs their defires, to regulate their paflions, and to live -
in a ready and cenflant ebedience to thé  divine. commands.
"The light which fhines upon them, which is an emanation
from the Divinity, or a ray jrom eternal wifdom, teaches
~them t/at they are not to ds their own wills,But 1o make the
glory of God the grand principle of their lives. And while
~they worlbip bim inthe beauties of holinefs, they will find
themfelves firensthened for the exercife of every moral
virtue, and edabled to perform their whole duty. :

 The. next branch of our. difeourfz, or v)hag we are re-
quired Yo excel in,.is Brotherly Kindnefs. e

. Love to God naturally proluces love to mankind. When
the affeitions are once {ublimated and refined, every gene-
Fous paman flows within us, all our nobler feelings are ex-
cited, and we are filled with tender emotions; a variety of
fweet, placid, amiable propenfities. which introduce all thofe
relations and conne&ions {o beauriful a5 well as advantageous
among men, which are indeed the ornameats of human fo-
ciety, and-the bleffings of human life. Too much cannot

. be faid of the advantage and plealures of friendfhip. It is
a rich cordial, and of the fineft relith amidit the bitter
draughis that are mingled in our cup. It isa {pring of fi-
tistaltion and joy through all the changing fceaes of our -
fublunary ftate. It fupports and comforts us under poveity
and want, fieknefs an 1 pain,and ot only allerviates diftrefs,
but is neceffary togild the moft profperous fitnation—tor..
who can be happy, though rolling in {plendor.or furrounded
with afHeence and grandeur, if he is a ftranger to the fo-
cial affe@tions, and doth not exercife himfelf in a&ls of

~ brotherly kindnefs? Withouta bencvolent difpofition, we .
could not be happy were we to dwell in the bowers of pa-
sadife. Buat the fweets of “friendfhip are like ‘flowers .
S ST T frewed

s ... B ;o ‘
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frewed it our paths as we walk the journey of life. or
like lilkics and rofe-buds, which wemay pick up in the midf?”
of the n;ildcmcfs. '

/

So duch may well be oblerved concerning friendfhip or
brotherly kindie’s 3 but itis propet to refle® upon the be(t
method of preferving the influence of the focial paflions,.
or ftrengthening the bands of smity. -

As the commerceof -he worldtendsto diverge the rays of
that fire which natyre hath kinded in the ha na ) heart, and
16 weaken our regard to individuals, or the affeftion which
" {ubfiths between man and man in private Jife, too much can~:
not be faid of the benefit that acerues from affociating rege-
ther in particular circles and bodies far friendly purpofes—"
to give fcope taall the ingenmbousfenfibilities and benevolent
propenfions; or of thofe ubicinftizutions of afimilar nature,,
where the Members are bound to pradlife the duties of love’
and bumanity ® ' '

They are of great advantage to merality and good fellow-
fhip; to fuppoert the caufe of truth, and timulate men unto.
evcry kind office.  What @in be better than to join bandaad’
beart with muteal promifes of afliltance ? What eari be more

agreeableto the focial narure of mankind,thanto layourfelves -

under the ftrongeft obligations ot brotherly Jove.to relieve
each other, as well as do good unto all mea ? Is it ot the
eompleateft view of genuide friendfhip ? Hence men willbe.
led to fpeak 4indly to each other, to fpeat Aindly of eack
. other,and 2o dv tindly accerding to the neceflities of the
brother-hord. e : . ‘

“The common friendilips of dhie world are. diﬂ'er;]nt( from -
. . . . . t e c FEEN

® Befides the feveral Mafonic Lodges, we might mention the M-
rine Saciety, the Maffachufetts Society for tAe drfiribution of Chavipn,
which are among ourfelves,ss weil as various kinds of chagitablo
fitutions in other parts of the world. -

L

.
- . !
’ '

~ e -
. ) CEN
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thefe : Too often built upon circumfances whigh ate meer-
ly accidental, which are founded in nothing more thanwhim .
and caprice, fancy and humour, fidden paffion rather thad
any fteady affeion, er well culiivated taite ; they are withe
outany dase or folidity.. Andasa trifle makesthem, 4rifles,
- light asair, will break them. ; :

Bur before we proceed any further we would fay, tha

gven this great blefling may be abuled, the brotherly kinds -

nefs which we have been defcribing 3s one of the moft amie

able virtues. Too contraled a triendfhip between man and .

man may caufe a breach in the great law of charity.  And
hence we find that the apoftic bath united them in-the
~ frame of hised.fice, fo that where we fee one, there alfo may
we benold the other. : v -

To b‘rotber;’{ kindnefs, cherity. ~Brotherly love, if itis
well cultivated in the heart, will grow up ‘and braneh out
~ info a rich and noble vine, covering the fage of the whale
. m(h, : ' . . ’ : . " !

The teuly liberal man has a foul whichis not eonfined to
‘ghe fpot where he dwells, but which expandsfar and wide,
o=t we poffels a proper chanitable difpofition wherever we
- behold a man, we fhall poflefs the feelings of humanity,
- ¢ o fome he gives, to others lends,”—This is the cha» -
* rafler of eyery one that hath a liberal heart.—His bowels
yern, and his hands are open to relieve every obje& in difs
trefs, whenever his eyes behold him.<—No difference of na-
tion ar country will prevent his charity or cool his compaf-
fion..~He will not afk his fentiments upon politics or relia
gion,—But let him be high church, or low church, oz ne
church,—let him be whig or tory, Pagan or Jew——it is
fafficient that he is an obje@ of milery. This will arreft
" his whule attentio, and anaihifite every fpecies of prejudize.
¥, we arenot totakeistoconfideration what was the former

‘ R v charalter

-
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chara@er of the perfon : Perhaps he hath negle@ced all the Catics

.of the moral ‘aw. and never experienced the fweet emetions
of love and pity for others ; yet fufEcient unto the ume 1s
the feofe of his need. He may not deferve our charjty asan
individual; bat we mult feel tor him as aman.

Thus we fee how far the law of charity extends : It ftops
fhort of nathing lefs than univerfal philanthropy, and every
one iould be fure to poffefs it with his &rotherly bindnefs.

The moft beautifol exhibition of a benevolent temper
the ftory of the good Samaratam, recorded for our inftruc-
tions and imitation in the 10th of St. Luke,— Whocver reads
the parable once—if he doth not defire to read it aguin, and
at the fame time doth not fecl a love for him who was (p
rcady to help theweary and wounded traveller unto the inn, -
where he cven left money to pay eveiy charge—Whoever
1 fay. contemplates this fcene with a frigid indifferchee

wult be & franger to the.truc [piric of charicy.

It is proper however, to obferve that altho’ eur benevo-
Jeiice ¥ not.to be confined to fed, party or nation, yer,
shofe of our'own perfuafion or communioa are fo have the
greterence, where thereie a comperition of intercfts. This
i3 the cement of friend(hip,or what makes brotherly love dif-
fer from the more extenfive duty of philanthropy. So
fays the Icripture.—Do good unts all mem, more efpecially
. unto them whe are of the houfbold of faith. And amidft all

the exortaiions to charity, we ate to remember, that di-
winc command, let brotherly love continve, - =~ = -

From what we bave faid of the dutics incumbent upon us as
chriltians aad” men—are we not led to contemplate the glo-
.tipus {cenc which would be unfolded if we all condu&ed
agrecably to what' the laws of our religien require! How
bapry fhould we beif all the bafer paffions were. b;l:imdd

4
.
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,ﬁ'om the human heart!—If thofe norrow, felfifh prmcnples

which alienate us- from God, the fcource of all peﬂc&uon. )

werc fobdued, and men lreve only to excel in adts of. pxety,
Jove, und charity !

v

Charity,. meek-cyed daughtcr ‘of Heaven ! How cngaﬂ-v
ing 1s thy form in the beautiful attire of innocence, thofe

o ro‘\es which are pure and white ! How lovely, how enchant-’

ing thy countenance, beaming with benigniry to man, wheré
generofity, compaflion and goodwiil are, exprefled in every
fmile! We would bring thee home to our- bofoms—yea, the
moft diftant profped of thy charms gives a: glow tothe funcy,

and capiivates our hearts'}

Dearly belote: 1—1If we receive fo mich picafure and dc-
light from contemplating the virtues and graces of the gof-

' ..ptl let us indalge the thonght of mettibg: togcthcr in that

place, where love and charity fhall ever reign; of Joining
‘hand a+d handin that true and perfest lodge where nothing

. fhall ever interrupt our pesce and harmony, ot leffen o

felicity 1 of dwelling in the city which hath foundatx.m.t,

40/J0j¢' bmlder and maker 1. u Goo., . . s

ddcr:punn of this magny?cmt and beautzf'ui cny n;
penned by St. Joha the Evangelift, in- the 21t of Revelm
tion ; the whole perfe@’y agrecable to the rufes andprapgr-
tion of mafinic architedure. As to the joys and happinels
prepared for them who fhall hayg.an admittance there,,they
are beyond, tne power of lanznage to defcribe—beyong the

‘ S8
"It hath been my de"gn tbroughout this dnﬂ:ourfe to eé-

“hibit a few of thole vmdes and graces, which, 'befides mak-

ing usufeful and happy oo carth, may prepare us for the fy-

bhme entertammeais of thic hew Jerufalem.

u’h‘ RSB CIR IR R W -."V,"’n)\ d
-
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But it is now full 1ime for me to make an gpplication fuie

_tabie 1o th: occafion of ouar coming together.

If the inlticution of Mafoary hath a tendency to encou-
rage thofe virtues, it cught to excite the approbation of ths
wiie nd bencvolent part of mink'nd: And it is no fecret -
that the laws of Mafs.ry are te laws of morality 5 and
that the true difciples of the Lord Jefus Chrift are ths
brighteft ornameats to our inititaiion ; for upon this reck
¢/ ages we profe s to build. Though all mea may not ua-
deritand the ra'esof the mafonis art, or comprehend the
myllerics which are behind the vail ; yet we are ready to
decla-e openly, whatare the principles which fhould regulatc
our condu&.” Ihey arc Godlinefs, Brothe:ly Kindaels, aad
Charity. e '

- But, methinks, T feé a finile on fom~ countenances; and
more than one, ready to afk, wi-h a f.tyrical ki d of
wifdom==Are Maloos fuch excellent eharallers ? ¢ Lo, art
thou not to them as the lovely fong of one who hath a piea.
%t vojce,and can play wellon an inttrument forthey heds thy
words, and do them not 2’ To them I would fay. that I am .
aor fpeaking fo much in praife of the condu@ of #afons, as -
of the infticution of Mafonry—san inflitution grown venerable
Py age, but which claims.r.ot fo much refpeét from this cire
vainflance as from is beneficial effe@s to human fociery.

Yt is too troe that all wif6 appear with the tokens of inno-
€c-ce, and with the ontward jewe/s of mafonic virtue. are
pot ‘poffefled of a right temper and ‘frame of mind, or with
the ornament of a pure and benevolent pirit ~—Bat con-
eerning fuch as thefe, we fay, that they are barren .nd ua-
fruitful in the work or the labour whichis requirtd of them;

- for he that lacketh thefe things is blind and cannot fee ; and
bas forgotten thathe was drought out of darkaefs into light.
O , . ' Mea

. hd N i . L4
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Mets of debanclied chara@ers, or profligate lives, of losfe,
deiltical, fcepticat principles, who are vain in their convera
~ fation, or ufe profane language, &e. as well asthe niggardly
and avaricious. 2re adi/grace to any communisn, and it they
are to be found among-us, let them bz accounted as. [pols
" upsn our feafls of cha-ity. ey are, to be fure, tery rough
corne:s in ‘the edifice ot our perfe&ion, or as unfhapen flones

in the pile of our architetute, -

But we may boaft of many fine charallers which have
adorned the wotld who were of our foclety :—4nd {ome of-
the moft illuftrious men now living are k'ree Mafons.

Brethren, are not: ye alfo called wnto v'rtue ? Be ye,
thercfore, as Liwing flones, built up a fpiritual houfe, as free,
not ufing your liberty o a clodz of malicioulness, ber a3,
the fervants of Gop. : : -

‘Having allowed a laticade in one fenfe, w0 thé objeltions -

of them who think that the inftitudon of  Mafonry cannot’

* be good, becaufe there ave fo bad men who work ateur craft,
_or-frankly owned that’ all who prafels to be veifed in our
arts and. {clences are not fo geod as they ought, to be, we
_proceed to\hy, thst the obje¢iion proves-too much where 1z -
is levellad againft the inftitution 5 for it may as well be made -

againft every good inftituiion ia the worid, o

Would a ftarcfman, for inlance, condemn a conflitution
of gavernment where every provifion was made for the free.
dor. and happinefs of the people, and due .encouragement
given to public virtac, becaufe every man in the ftate was

. wot careful to gbey the laws ? Or allowing that there were
many in the community who by no mcapsretained a rroper
fenfe of juflice and the rules or equity 2 1 would afk whe-
ther itwould be generousin a forcigner to form his opimion of -
our MafTachaletts fyltem of government meerly from obfers
vaiion on the condul of the people~wor rather certaiu

: ' > ’ indiv.duals
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individuals of the community in the variouws parts ef the

Srate? ¥ Letnot our political fages, therefore, fuppofe the,

who.¢ mafonic body is corrupt, becaule feme members
are not Jound and goad.

, Again, exempli gratia, It will not be accounted immoded
in me to*fay,that the clergy is an order ot men, who deferve

much refpect and efteem from the people ; yet it is not the
cafe that every one lives up o his profeflion. Wec need not
go to that buly tcll-tale rumour to learn how inconfiftent ma-
ny of them are in their charadter and condu&@. It is noc
every one who appears with the fweet and amiable deport-

ment of John theBapiift, who isa model for them as well as .

* for Mafons. And it we take into confideration the different
feéts and denominations. it would be hard to imagine that
they had ftudicd the epiftles of Jfn the Evangelift, fo great

a part of which arc taken up with cajoining the daty of bre-

therly lsve:  Thele things being confidered, our brethres
of the cloth will be eareful how they condemn our bretires
gf’ the apron. L

Yea, we will go further, and fay that it is as common for

all mea to fpeak againft the vices of profeffors, #8 to praife
the virtues of the gofpel ; but fhould any on this acceudt
be found difputing againft the inftitution of Chriftianity,
would they not deferve the feverelt cenfure ¢

[ Cther objeftions might be mentioned that have been made
again(t the fraternity,but they are of a nature which doth not
deferve a like ferious confideration with what hath givem oc-
cafion to the preceeding remarks  We- often {ee perfons,
and are ourfelves diverted with the obfervations made upon
our forms and ceremonies, our ta'ent at fecrecy,the myfterics
of the craft, &c. which excite the complacency and good hu-
mour of fome, and a certain frange fullen fufpicion in others.

- * This fermon was preached aSout the time of the riots in the
county of Hampthire, = D
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But wé defire got to ftop the effufion of wit, and are. very
indifferent about fmoething the wrink'e in the iace” of fipere
Atition, o e

Letit be, However, the carncft defirc of each one of us
“to deferve a good name. May we abound in all thofe
" things which will refle& 4 luftre wpon our charadte:s, apd
benefit mankind. e o

" Such admonitions will come with peculiar weight from
our beloved Brother, from whom we.are t recsive the
¢harge upon this occafion, whofe abiiities encble him in a
“much more wife and excellent manner to fet forth the wifs
dom, firength and beauty of .he mafonic conflitution,
~To him I fhal! reign the d« 1k, after fuggefting 2 word im
favour of the* prefent opportunity to beftow our ulms, whish
is certainly an effential partof charity, ‘

. We fhall not proclaim what advantage - hath acerued to

the town, from the readinefs of the br.tterbood, from time

to time, to heJp and relieve the paor : For mafonic virtue is
-.of that kind which vauntethnot itfelf. And far be it from
us to fuppofe,-that works of charityare confinedto ourfeives.
- Let every inftitation have the praife, which hath delivered
the poor that cried, and the fatherlefs, and them t-at 'had .
none to help them.  May the blelling of all who were
- seady to perifh, ecome upon them, whofe cries have afcended -
to Heaven, likela fweet {melling favour from the altar, -

May there now bea glorious emulation between all orders,
" here prefent, who fhall excelin giving theirbounty. / wa
‘with every fpecies ef niggardlinefs,for God loveth the chear-
ful giver. He that giveth to the poor lendeth to the lord s
8o fays-the Mafter Builder of the Temple, . -

C | - Te
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To which putpofe, alfo, are the words of anether mafter
of our art : ¢ Give the lord his honour with a geod eye, and
diminith not the ficft fruits of thy hands.  In all thy gifts
fhew a chearful countenance, and dedicate thy tithes with
gladnefs. Give unto the Moft Hi_b according as he hath
-enriched thee, for the lord recompenfeth, and will give
thec feven times as much. Mercy is feafonable in the lime
of afflition, as clouds of rain in a time of drought.”

Son of S1aAcH.
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- WorTxuyt axd srrovep BRETHREN,

FTER fo fenfible and pertinent a'difcourfe as wa ®
ave jult heard from the lips of our Learned and Re-
verend Brother, any additienal charge for cuforeing an obe- .
dience to the Divina precepts of our Craft. may appear to-
tally fupeifluous ; bur, as the application was intended to
. excite t' ¢ {aine benevalent affedions in”the breafts of others,
which do (ur aught o) a&taate the members of our hansrable
Fraternity, afpecia! addrefs to the Lsdges this doy affem-
bled has beén diréctzd, for the purpofe of inculcaiing the
obfervance of the rules and regulations prefer:b’d them, in
their moft excellent conffitutions, as the moft effe®ual means
“of caufing the influence of that marvelous kght to which
they ‘have been introduced, fo to ¢ fhine before men, that
they lecing £hcir good works,” may be conftrained to revere
an inflitution that docs bonor to hu'man aature, by mg:lior_at- -
ing the hearr, enlightening the underftanding, and reforming -
the lives of its followers, o :

Aslitde is to be expefied from the purfpifs of men, who -
are not fully perfuaded of the real worth and importance of
‘thieir objedts ; fo, unlefs the ineftimable value and utifiry of

'Mafénrj_ '

.
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Moafonry * be duly demonftrated and forcibly impfeﬂ'ed up-
on the mind of ev ry Brother, wé fhall in vain look for

thofe diff:nguifbing virtues. which out royal intitution is fo
amply calculated to produos.

It would be idle to dwell apon arzuments of this kind for
the convi@®ian of fuch as have made any confiderable pro-
ficiency in tiz ®udy ot it as their own experience has fur-
ni‘hed them with the moft inconteftible proof of its value ;
but as the more fublime accomplifbments are not to be acquir-

" ed bur by time ant induftry, an improved and weil caltivat-

ed talte alone can excite us to thofe exertions which are ree
quifite in fo a-duous an undertaking. '

~ W need but advert to the wants and nsceflisies attendant -
upoa ha naa life, for the origin of an At thatis every way
adapted to the purpofe of diminilhing them ; weak and help~
lefs as we ae, as individuals, the comfort and fecur.ty of
each mu't effentially depend upon the labours and inventions
of the whsle. The malzdi®ory {entence pronounced upon
the ficft pirent of the human race, ¢ in the fweat of thy brow
fhalt thou ear thy bread,” has been greatly mitigated by the
almoft infinite variety of means that have been, ia different.
ages of the wrld, dilcavered, to facilitate the performance of -
the talk aflizned us. An inquiry into the properties and af-
fe&tions of macter. has produczd the inveftigation of thofs

* laws in mechanics, which, duly applied, have afforded uscon-
venient places of habitation, a fhelter from the infults of

. " -inclement

* Mafonry, confidered as a mechanic art, or archite@ure, which by
* the Cr?{t is underftood to be implied in the'term, has ton generally
* been elteemed unworthy th: attention of men of rank and letters.—-
The defign of the firlt part of this addref(s, is to prave, that fo far as
relpe&ts its origin and utilitv, we have svery realsn to entertain fen-
timents of the higheft regard for the promotion of it, This point
once eftablithed, it will be ealy to demonftrate how the principles
of this art may bs applied to a ftill higher obj=&, that of seautifying
the foul, and Aarmonizing her paffions, and b. the cultivation of the
Jocial virtues, of advancing the perfe&ion of the © one Aupendows wholey
Whofe body nature is, and God the foul I = . '

- . SN
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~ inclement feafons, and opened a commercial and friendly ins
tercourfe between the remoteft nations of the globe.

By the Art of Building, the human race has been once
preferved from total ruin and deftru&tion. When an incenf-
ed Deity had determined to pour his vengeance on a guilty
world, a fafe afylum was provided for the mafinic family of
Noab ; and whilft a terrible innndation was fweeping away

" -whole nations of the pol.ured children of men, fecureiy loiged |
within the facred ark, they rode triamphant on the dreadfalk
furface of an angry deep ; and tuvported by the fame Al-
mighty Being who diQated the meaas o prefervation, they
brav’d the horrors of the midnight tempeft, till fafely landed

_ at the deftin’d period, on the ever memorable mountain pre--

~pared them by their Sovercign Mafter. '

The condefcenfion of an Omnipotent Being, in'deigning
to converfe with man, and giving the moft minute and .
exact direCtions for building him a temple, has ftampt an
> everlaftmg dignity upon the Craft. That aftonithing edi- -
fice which was confecrated as an habitation for the divine
glory, was ereted under thg immediate infpe@ion of Ged
himfelf; and the fymbalica&fuﬁons contained in the plan
of it, are thoroughly known and comprehended by every
3ru¢ and perfei Brotber, . - SR ‘
The principles of Geometry eftablithed in the eternal
erder of things * by the great Jehovah, were, in the crea-
tion of the world, by him applied to the proper cbject of
that fcience. The ravithing difplay of eauty and propor-.
.tion which the auguft fcenery of nature has open’d to our
view, were upon thofe principles, educ’d from chaos and

confufion,

# There is nothing immutable but Geometry, all things elie un«

dergo inceflant variation, - - Vourairg’s Philsfophy of Hificrye
- - —— - —A\-m" A .



~ .

~ t 6 1

. cohfufior, ® and the utility of them has been pra&ically
acknowledged from Adam to us, as being derived frim
-~ him ¢ who has meafured the waters in the hullow of his
hand, and meeted out heaven with the fpan, and compre-
hend:d the dult of the earth in améafure, and weighed tbe
mountains in fcales, and the hills in a balance.”

-

Anart fo ufeful in the common pu-pzfes of life, an gt
to which we owe the prefesvation of our fpecics from per-
dition ; in fine, ar ¢7f which has fo remarkably engag’d the
attention of the vmnifciznt mind, can.need no further ar-
gumeats to reco nanan it to the eteem of every judicious
and fenfible Fres-227x, g

Wherever we turn our eyes ; whether to furvey the un-
numbered worlds that 5l along the azure-arch of heaven,
and to defcry the order and barsiony of their refpedtive trats
and revolutions ; or more humbly advert to the. variety
of fubftances furnithed, ¥ fuch an infinice diverfity of forms,
by the globe we inhabic, the wiflom and goodnefs we difco-
ver in their author, mui fill the human mind with'tapture
and furprite, and enkindie within us the moft ardenc de-
fire (fo far as the weakaeis wf our feeble conftitutions will
admit) of imitating thoi‘:;erfeﬂfon: from which they all
proceed. . : '

¢
. This exquifite order and relation of things in the natural
world, are to be confidered as bearing an analogical re-

- , : : _ ference
~ ® Nulli-Formez mancebat T
Obfiabatque aliis aliud ; quia Corpore in uno .
Frigida pugnabant callidis. huinentia ficcis, i B
Mollia cum duris, fine Pondere habentis Pondus. v

Hanc Deus, €3 melior Litem natura diremita
" Nam Calo Terras & Terris abfoidit undes:
Et liguidum fpiffo fecrevit ab Aere Cainm.
Que poftquan: evoi-it, (aicque exeunt acergoy -
Pifociata Locit, Concordi Pace ligavie, - S
o _Ov:o, Nafon, Metamorph Fab, &

s




r » 1

ferénce to the moral. The material obje&s’ that prefent
themfelves 1o our fenfes, are the types of 1deas pre-exifting
in the mind of the Supreme Being; our ideas therefore, of
bcauty, barmony and proportion, arlﬁng trom the contempla-
- tion of the fyftems that furrntnd us, muft. be in fome de-
--gree correfpondent to thofe ot their divine avthor . For 2§
the fovcrexgn Creator of the univerfé muft, previous to thé
exertion of his creative power, have conceived of a certain
ficnefs in particular difpofitions of matrer, to anfwer the
ends cefi.ned, and muft have adopted that one, which, of
all poffible fy &cms, w s the beft 5 taerefare it follows, that
the order and conflitdtion of the thmgs which 4fte feen, are
the inages and repretentations of the infnite fource of bar-
anony and proportion.® FKrom thefe attributes of the Deity,
we may directly infer, that the fame pr.qc:p]cs prevail in
the immaterial and meral world. - :

Cae of the moft C)ttenﬁvc laws of matter, is that of
Zraviation,” and the acton of this powéf.is moft confpicu-
oufly directed t wards the greateft body, - equally withirn
the fphcrc of attraflion y fo the moft exterfive principle of -
{pirit, is thar or approac.hmg towards the great centré of
light and perfeition. + . .

The fun is the grand lummary to which cur who]e Ayl
‘tem is perpetvally gravirating, and the becuty and even exd -
iftence of thisfyftem, depsnds upon 4 mutual atlraﬁtan bc- .
tween the bodies that compoe ir. T

D - ' Theg -.'

N ‘

* The vifible, intelle@tual and created fpccxcs of things, are
i&ures, imagés and repref"ntatxoné of the tavifible archetypal ind
incyeated {pecieg of things in the mind of the Supremc Being.
» CHEYNE sP/u.g/';:lu, Principles, Prep. ix.

+ There muft of neceflity be fome principle of aftion in intelteBual
. beings, amalogous to that of attra?!‘an in'the material fyfiem, and
that is the jmnciplc of re-upion with the Suprems Infinite.
) ' 2éid. Prop, zviii,
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The principle ;nalzgous to this in the moral world, is

- that wiicerfal benevolence, which takes in the whole feile
of aniinate beings for its object. ®

I marual fympathy, efpecially between creatures confti-
tut~d by the fame hand, with the fame wants, and dettin’d
to the fame ends, t is, when the mind is divefted of pre-
judice, as natural an aff-Cion of intelligent beings, as gra-
vitatiny 1s ot matter.  The various paffions of the human
breaft may, by an uadue operation, divert the dire&ion of
this principle from the only courfe in which true happinefs
conlils 5 but as the nice adjultment of preportion between
the projeclile and attraftive prweis of the heavenly bodies,
is ren lered conducive to their besuty and prefervaiion, fo
our paliions, properly controul’d by the ex-rcife of our ra-

tional faculties, initead of interrupting the barmony of the

fou!, miy become highly fubfervient thereto. §

"Ts the bufinefs of a free and accepted Mafon to reduce
them to fubjedion, to fquare his life by the rules of reafon
and religi i, o live within compafs with all mankind, and by
his own exampl#, to reccmmend the divine principles of
brotherly love, relief and truth. '

A building, however beautiful the materizls, unlefs the

parts are nicely adapted to €ach other, muft be but very
S : ot imperfe&,

* Charity, or the love of the Supreme Being, and of all his images,
is the n-ceflary cffe& of this principle of re-union, when fully expand-
ed and fet at liberty. - . Ibd. Prope xix.

o

.+ Omues eodem cogimur. . Vid Horat, Carm, Ode iii, Libx.if,

! § Paffions, like el»ments, though born te fighty:- .
Yet mix’'d and foften’d in his work vnite ; ‘
- *Thefc *ris enough to temper and employ, -
But what compofes man can man deftroy ? -
Suffice that reafon keep the middle road,
Subje&, compound them, follow her and God. . .~
Pore’s Effay on Man, Epift, iis Lib, iiis

4 . .
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imperfe&, and without a conmeiting medium to retain them -
in #nion, muft thortly fall to ruin and decay ; fo unlefs we
chearfullv conform to the obje&s of each others happinefs,
and conneét ourfelves by the cementing principles ot brotZerly
love, we fhall fall an eafy and unpitied prey to the deftroy-
ing ills of life. o o

Ckearily ! O friendfhip, doft thou’enable us to travel the
rough and thorny paths of our terreftial pilgrimage; loaely
and fulitary fhould we pafs an uncomfortable vale of tears
without thee, nor would even thefe enchanting beauties of .
creation be able to excite a fingle fmile. A bolom glowing
with univerfal good will to men, is the native foil of every
genuine an. foczal virtue : The heart that does not feel its
influence and energy, is a real moafter, and utterly unwor-
thy of our efteem and confidence. And let me here par-
ticularly caution the fair,- who have this day honored us
with their prefence, to avoid and deteft the hman who wears

“it, as incapable of entertaining thofe finer feelings. of the

foul, which a- real paffion and fincere attachment are cal-
culated to excite: '

A Free and Accepted Mafon can never be infenfible to the -
charms of that part ot our fpecies, without which theglobeit-
felf would be to us a void ; nor can we forbear to avow the
regret we feel in being deprived of their fociety in our

. dodges 5 but as it would'give us intinite pain to fee that ten-
der fex encountering the fatigues and labsurt of the, mafonsc
art,* we confole ourfelves with beftowing upon them the

- - , A - © fruits

* The queftion has often been 2fk’d, Why the ladies may not b.
initiated into the myfteries of the (:-uft ? The reafon here offer'd it -
the true. and it may be relied on thzt 7 o nther difqualification is fup-
pofed to exift, but fuch as they thcmielves would readily acknow-

_ledge the validity of. h R o , -

The trowel, hammer and kod. are by no means adapted to femaleufe.
The carrying of mortar an.l 4.i-ks for the bulding, 15 the proper em- -
pPloyment onlv of tha! frx whofe conftirutions are fited for labour and
fatipue 5 and the prec-nts of our ar¢ are fuch as to be of little ufe
unlels applisd to prattile, ‘

AT t
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fruits arifing from our toi's and induftry ; and it will fuf-
fic: to oblerve, that they ton well” know the rel tinn fub-
filtinz between friend/pip an ! love; and are too fenfinle mac
a heart, which is enraptured with the fymm-try of nature,
cannot be callous to the more captivating charms of mental
wiriue, to admitof a bcllcf that. waat oI canﬁm:e in tbemin-
duced cheir exclufiag,

To conform the heart and manaers to the refined fenti-
nieacs af a vircaous mi- 15 ¢ warm th- foul wich the ceal
feelingzs of wuniaiey 3 in Gz, o mzae the eiteem aad fa-
vo.r of tae fairy to ooty their cares, and miigace their
pa'ns. are amongf the greac oby &ts of our noble inflity-
tony and ieas a facred tru h. thar the more fublime the
dzorees to which we atarn in Cree Majonry, the more hish-
Iy il we admire their excellencigs. and the more zealuuf-
ly cnpioy our efturts in their f«‘rflcc. :

Wha i3 there then, that is fully convinced of the
- s 1 have advance d, and does not teel the ttrongeit in-
¢ :":'»n 1w becan.ea pruﬁuent in fo ufeful an a7t ; as cthe
vl eflicalion, means for promoting that end, I thall fub-

J.» TR ol a.vicg to you my much eftecmed bretbren
| 4

s

v/ ; ,(l

Ahove sl diings let me fericyfly and folemnly recommend
MDovou my b cthreis, a conltne and punétual attendance
upon e fuinonfes of the ludge s however light we may con-
coive ths enme of remidnels i this rcip“& we are molt
c.:zainly bichly culpable in fufferin g the commiffion of it.

f:s xnpam le to conftrudt a building, « fi:ly framed
Lo, Wi 2 due correfpondence with each other,
a ,d a5 w0 placeds fo proper for the communication of the
ulorios o the craft as a reguisr loflge, we ( uld induitri-
coly improve eve ¥ opporunity aﬂ"ordcd for this pur-

L\ ’;. ]
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"The conftitutlons of Free Mafonry- aré perhaps the mo&
admirably adapte:d w the. promacion of regularity and bar-

~#ony i a focicty, that were ever invented by human fa,ga-

city 5 a {brié ‘sttendon to them théretore is our indifpen(-
ble duty; and as it can never fail to produce the greateft

_advantaze t> every individual, as well as to the ¢eraft at

farze; 1t ivallo, our true‘and greatett intereft and honour.
Injuttice to the frasernity in general -t muft “be oblerved,
that howeyer a few individ@als may have difgraced their
charalers, no boly of men were ever affembled together
for frcia! puepofes, who oblerved 2 greater degree of decen=
cy ani decorum at their mcetings lhan Free and Accepted
M,ja)i.. : ~ . . :

¥ .
That we may f’n ] &mtmuc to marit thl/"ncomium, let
us be carcfmiy attentive to the -admiffion of candidates, and
let no confi lerations whatever engage us to introduce to
our lodges, 2 man of 41/z and foidid pnncxples : Hewhois

Tina ftate of/’wery to _his pafli.ns, or maimed and deformed -

by the confi,med habitudes of vice, as he never car be a
Jreze, 1o axg/:t he never o be, an accepted Mafon 5 and " the
fime canuon thould be vled to avoid conferring any promo-
tion inn degrees, but aftcr dus probat:an, tryal, and exaniina-
sion. ‘

Bya proper attention to ths reoulatmns of our focicty,
we {hall be taught allo, to revere and reipe@ thofe of our
brethren whom we have dignified withl the badges of the bigh-
er o fices in the lodge 5 o their exertions we owe the re-eftab-
lithient of the ancient lodge, ficuaced in this place, after the
ravages of war had *»ra ¢onfidersbie time interrupted . the

Soctal and cdifying intercourfe of the brethren 3 and under the

aufpices o' our moff worﬁ:/pful Brotker, whu now fills the
chair of Salomon, we have feen it, ke the athes of the
l’h«wmx_, rencw 1ts beanty, and Bouvrithing in ali its priftine

dignft}' -



) o
. Q,}gmy and glery, - Long may he continue to govern and in-

rewid-dbefe lodges, and fce them emulate his zeal.

4 o conclude ; may the great Architec? of Nat‘:re. and
the Supreme Grand Mafter of the Univerfe, ever prciide in
our. affemblies 5. and whilft we fit around the fo:ial icard,
in celebration of this annual fe jiwal may peace and Larmyg ,
and myrth abound.—

¢¢ For Gnd is pald when man receives,
“«1 ejoy is to obey.”

. % 1 N 1 . s
’4 ‘ 9 JU 64 0
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