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Atameeting ofthe Grand Lodge ofthe moft Ancient, Free and Ac-

cepted MASONS, at Faneuil- hall. 24th June, 1782,

The Mot Worshipful JOSEPH WEBB, Efq;

GRAND MASTER, in the Chai-

With all the GRAND OFFICERS-

-Together with -

The MASTER and WARDENS of St. Andrews, Mala

chusetts and Perfect Union Lodges-

VOTE
D

unanimouft
y

, That theOTED unanimously, That the thanks of this G. and Lodge

be given to our Brothers, the Rev. Mr. ELIOT and Dr.

JOHN WARREN, for the elegant Sermon and Charge delivered

this day And that the following Brethren be a committee to

wait upon them and return them thanks accordingly ; and res

queft ofthem a copy for the prefs-

--

JOSIAH WATERS, jun . G. M.

Mr. STEPHEN BRUCE, M. M Lodge.

Lt. Col PAUL REVERE, S. G. W.

Mr. JOHN JUTAU, M. P. U. Lodge.

Col. EDWARD PROCTER, J. G. W.

SAMUEL BRECK; Efq;

Mr. BENJAMIN COOLIDGE, G. S.

Atteft.

GENTLEMEN,

BENJAMIN COOLIDGE, G. Sec'y

SENSIBLE of the honour done me byyour request , and readyin

every way to manifeft my regard to the Mafonic inftitution , as

wellas the refpect due to the Worthy Members of theGrand Lodge,

Ifubmit myfermon to the inspection of the public.

I am your affectionate Brother,

JOHN ELIOT.

T

GENTLEMEN,

O refufe a compliance withfopolite a request, attended with

the most flattering fentiments of acceptance, andfrom ſo ref-

pectable a body, would be inconfiftent with thoſe principles of bro-

therly love, which as a man, and as a mafen, I am bound to ob-

ferve : Upon the merit of the fubject therefore, and not of the

performance, I am induced to rifque this imperfect production

Iam, Gentlemen, your affectionate Brother,

JOHN WARRIN

Tothe Committee of the Grand Lodge.
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A

SERMON,

1

&c.

ป

HONOURED and BELOVED,

The paffage of fcripture which I have chofen for the fubjec

of our prefent difcuffion, may be found written in the

2 EPISTLE OF PETER- 1 CHAP. 7 VERSE.

And to Godliness, Brotherly Kindness- and to Brotherly

Kindness , Charity.

FR

per-

ROM the account which we have ofthe author of

our text, it feems probable that he was once a difciple

of John the Baptist. When this wife and excellent

fon drew the first line of the gospel, many reforted unto

him to receive instruction, before whom he bore witness of

the great light which fhould come into the world. As he

was teaching at a certain time, we read that two of his dif

ciples left him, and followed Jefus, whom he pointed out

unto them ; one of whom was Andrew, the brother of Si-

mon Peter, who findeth Peter , and tells him that he had

feen the Meffiah, which is, being interpreted, the Chriſt."

Hence we are led to think that he alfo, was among thofe

fincere enquirers after truth, who fat under the influence of

the Morning Star, waiting for the Sun of Righteousness to

arife upon the earth.

Thefe things are told us by St. John the Evangelift, who

is accounted equal to the Baptift, ashe poffeffed parallel

virtues,
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virtues, and like him exerted himself in the cause oftruth

The one was the beloved difciple of Chrift, as the other was

the harbinger of his appearance.

Peter being at firft under the direction of John, who was

fuch a Maler of Science, that our Lord declares him to be

wifer than all the prophets who had gonebefore him, and

alterwards drinking at the fountain of wisdom, or receiving

intrusions daily from him who is called the word, or wil-

dom, was able to give fuch rules for the conduct of his fol-

lowers , that their actions might concur in perfect harmony,

and be appear as a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.

Indeed , he was a moſt active labourer in building the edifice

of Chriſtian perfection ;-and how grand and beautiful is.

this building, which being fitly framed together, groweth

unto a holy temple in the Lord" ! The whole fyftem of

Chriftianity is as a houfe built upon a rock-whole ſuper-

ftructure is richly adorned. Faith in Jefus Christ is the

foundation which is laid in the free mercy and loving kind-

nefs of God, and from hence rifes into every moral excel-

lence.

It has been well obferved, that upon a furvey of the

whole plan of this great Apoftle, no other than that

Ipirit which directed the workmanſhip of the old tabernacle,

could give fo artful a difpofition to the materials of this new

building, not made with hands , where every thing is con-

nected with its proper ftation , for the perfect ng ofthefaints,

for edifying the body of Christ.

Our text is an inftance of the juft affemblage of the di-

vine and focial virtues. To Godliness, Brotherly Kind-

ness-and to Brotherly Kindness, Charity.

They are worthy of your attention , ye band of brothers

andhis friends, who bow at the name ofJefus Christ and

profefs
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profefs to be, isfluenced by the principles revealed in the

the book of God.

And they are also worthy of your attention, all ye who

call Chrift Mafter and Lord, whether you join or come not

with us at this day's feftival, or whatever may be your fen-

timents ofthe mafonic inftitution ,-for we are all the chil

dren of one common parent, were redeemed from bondage

by one Lord, whofe fervice is perfect freedom, and whofe

difciples, however different in their outward cloathing, or

fingular in certain modes and customs , will be accepted of

him, if they excel in the virtues and graces of his gofpel.

The first branch of our fubject comprehends the duty of

love and homage to the Deity.

When we behold the firmament which fheweth forth

the handy work ofGod ; when we behold the fun , the

moon and ftars which adorn the face of nature, and which

nature's author by his wifdom hath contrived, and by his

powerfet forth, are we not wrapt up in devout adoration

and love ? Thefe are thy works, Parent ofgood" -No-

thing less than the almighty fiat of thatSpirit which moved

upon the face ofthe waters, when the earth was without

form and void, and darkneſs was upon the face of the deep,

could have converted chaos into beauty and order,-made

the whole fcene clear and luminous, and built this glorious

fabrick.

Hence piety to the Gods, or a regard for religion, hath

been characteristic of the wife and good in all ages. Socrates

or Plato need but be named to raiſe a fublime idea in the

human mind ; and theſe were men famed for religion and

virtue. To visit the Pythagorean school likewife, would be

like treading on facred ground. The Romans as well as

the Greeks believed fully in the Divine agency : Nor could

they
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they think that any man had a claim to wi'dom, except he

preferved a fenfe of a firft caufe, and devoutly adored the

Great Achitect ofthe Universe.

Mezentius, contemptor Divum ! How often is this men-

tioned by Virgil , when he would make his character com-

pleatly odious : Which fhews how much they refpected or

regarded piety and virtue in that period of the Romam em-

pire, though the people had then greatly degenerated from

the purity and ftriéta is of antient times.

And if people who had only the dim light of nature to

direct their paths, fhould eleem Godliness effential to the

good man's charafter -what thall we fay, or what fhall we

not fay concerning them who make the bible the rule of

theirfaith? Here may we contemplate his character who

is the way,the truth, and the life, -here may we behold the

word madeflesh , full ofgrace and truth, whofe glory was

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father.- John 1. 14.

The original law of righteoufnefs which was in a meaſure

loft through the ignorance and blindness of man, which they

could not read thingh engraven upon their hearts , being in-

veloped in clouds and thick darkness , was again revealed by

Jefus Chrift, who came into the world to bear witneſs unto

the truth, and who was the brightness ofhis father's glory,

and the express image ofhis perfon. By him we are made

free and accepted.-for faid he to themwho believed on him ,

if ye continue in myword, ус fhall know the truth, and the

truth fhall make you free.

To practife Chridian Godlinefs , implies a ftate of perfect,

moral freedom, When men are under the bondage of fin,

all the powers and faculties of their fouls are disturbed, and

the ſtate of their minds refembles the chaos before the world

was formed ; but when their minds are enlightened by the

Spirit of truth, all is peace and harmony within, and there is

a perfect order and regularity in their whole conduct. The

Juperfluity
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Superfluity of their hearts being done away, they know how

to compass their defires, to regulate their paffions, and to live

in a ready and conftant obedience to the divine.commands.

The light which fines upon them, which is an emanation

from the Divinity, or a ray from eternal wisdom, teaches

them that theyare not to do their own wills,but to make the

glory of God thegrand principle of their lives. And while

they worhip him in the beauties ofholiness , they will find

themfelves frengthened for the exercife of every moral

virtue, and enabled to perform their whole duty.

The next branch of our difcourfe, or what we are re-

quired to excel in, is Brotherly Kindneſs.

Love to God naturally produces love to mankind. When

the affections are once fublimated and refined , every gene-

rous paffion flows within us , all our nobler feelings are ex-

cited, and we are filled with tender emotions ; a variety of

fweet, placid, amiable propenfities , which introduce all thofe

relations and connections fo beautiful as well as advantageous

among men, which are indeed the ornaments of human fo-

ciety, and the bleffings of human life. Too much cannot

be faid of the advantage and pleafures of friendship. It is

a rich cordial, and of the finest relish amidit the bitter

draughts that are mingled in our cup. It is a ſpring of fà-

tisfaction and joy through all the changing fcenes of our

fublunary ftate. It fupports and comforts us under poverty

and want, fiekneſs and pain,and not only alleviates diftrefs,

but is neceffary to gild the moft profperous fituation-for.

who can be happy, though rolling in fplendor or furrounded

with affluence and grandeur, if he is a ftranger to the fo-

cial affections, and doth not exercife himſelf in acts of

brotherly kindness ? Without a benevolent difpofition, we

could not be happy were we to dwell in the bowers of pa-

radife. But the fweets of friendship are like flowers

B

ftrewed
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Arewed in our paths as we walk the journey of life, or

like lillies and rofe-buds, which wemay pick upin the midst

of the wilderneſs.

So much may well be observed concerning friendſhip or

brotherly kindses ; but it is proper to reflect upon the beſt

method of preferving the influence of the focial paffions,

or ftrengthening the bands of amity.

As the commerceof he world tends to diverge the rays of

that fire which nature hath kindled in the ha na heart, and

to weaken our regard to individuals , or the affection which

fubfifts between man and man in private life, too much can-

not be faid ofthe benefit that accrues from affociating toge-

ther in particular circles and bodies for friendly purpofes

to give fcope to all the ingentious fenfibilities and benevolent

propenfions; or of thofe public inftitutions of a fimilar nature,

where the Members are bound to practife the duties of love"

and humanity

They are of great advantage to morality and good fellow-

fhip;to fupport the caufe of truth, and ftimulate men unto

every kind office . What Can be better than tojoin handand

heart with mutual promiles ofaffillance ? What can be more

agreeableto the focial nature of mankind,than to lay ourſelves

under the ſtrongeft obligations of brotherly love to relieve

each other, as well as do good unto all men ? Is it not the

compleatest view of genuine friendship ? Hence men will be

led to fpeak kindly to each other, to speak kindly of each

other, and todo kindly according to the neceflities of the

brother-hood.

The common friendſhips of the world are different from

theſe :

Befides the feveral Mafonic Lodges, we might mention the Ma

rine Society, the Maffachuſetts Society for the diftribution of Charity,

which are among ourſelves,as well as various kinds of charitable in

Atitutions in other parts of the world.



thefe : Too often built upon circumſtances which are meer-

ly accidental, which are founded in nothing more than whim

and caprice, fancy and humour, fudden paffion rather than

any steady affection, or well cultivated tafte ; they are with

out any base or folidity..folidity. Andas a trifle makes them, trifles,

light as air, will break them.

But before we proceed any further we would fay, that

even this great bleffing may be abufed, the brotherly kind

nefs which we have been defcribing as one of the most ami-

able virtues. Too contracted a friendſhip between man and

man may caufe a breach in the great law of charity. And

hence we find that the apoftle hath united them inthe

frame ofhis edifice, fo that where we fee one,there alſo may

we behold the other.

To brotherly kindneſs, charity. -Brotherly love, if it is

well cultivated in the heart, will grow up and branch out

into a rich and noble vine, covering the face ofthe whole

earth,

The truly liberal man has a foul which is not confined to

the fpot where he dwells, but which expands far and wide.

If we poffels a proper charitable difpofition wherever we

behold a man, we fhall poffefs the feelings of humanity,

---

" To fome he gives, to others lends,"-This is the cha

rafter of every one that hath a liberal heart. His bowels

yern, and his hands are open to relieve every object in dif-

trefs, whenever his eyes behold him. No difference of na-

tion or country will prevent his charity or cool his compaf-

fion. He will not afk his fentiments upon politics or reli-

gion, But let him be high church, or low church, or no

church, let him be whig or tory, Pagan or Jew- it is

fufficient that he is an object of mifery. This will arreſt

his whole attention, and annihilate every fpecies of prejudice.

Yea, we are not to take intoconfiderationwhat wastheformer

character
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character of the perfon : Perhaps hehath neglected all the duties

of the moral aw, and never experienced the fweet emotions

of love and pity for others ; yet fufEcient unto the time is

the fenfe of his need. He may not deferve our charity as an

individual ; but we must feel for him as aman.

Thus we fee how far the law of charity extends : It ſtops

fhort ofnothing less than univerfal philanthropy , and every

one thould be fure to poffefs it with his brotherly kindneſs.

The most beautiful exhibition of a benevolent temper is

the ftory of the good Samaratan, recorded for our inftruc-

tions and imitation in the 10th ofSt. Luke,- Whoever reads

the parable once--if he doth not deſire to read it again, and

at the fame time doth not feel a love for him who was fo

ready to help theweary and wounded traveller unto theinn,

where he even left money to pay every charge- Whoever

1 fay contemplates this fcene with a frigid indifference,

must be a ftranger to the true fpirit ofcharity.

It is proper however, to obferve that altho' our benevo-

lence is not to be confined to fect, party or nation, yet,

thoſe of our own perfuafion or communion are to have the

preference, where there is a competition of interefts. This

is the cement of friendship, or what makes brotherly love dif.

fer from the more extenfive duty of philanthropy. So

fays the feripture.-Do good unto all men, more efpecially

unto them who are ofthe houshold offaith. And amidſt all

the exortations to charity, we ale to remember, that di-

vinc command, let brotherly love continue.

From what wehave faid ofthe duties incumbent upon us as

chriftians and men- are we not led to contemplate the glo-

ripus fcene which would be unfolded ifwe all conducted

agreeably to what the laws of our religion require ! How

happy thould we be if all the bafer paffions were baniſhed

from

1
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1

from the human heart !-If thofe norrow, ſelfiſh principles

which alienate us from God, the fcource ofall perfection,

were fubdued, and men frove only to excel in acts of piety,

Jove, and charity !

Charity, meek-eyed daughter of Heaven ! How engag

ing is thy form in the beautiful attire of innocence , thoſe

robes which are pure and white ! How lovely, how enchant-

ing thy countenance, beaming with benignity to man, where

generofity, compaffion and goodwill are, expreffed in every

fmile ! We would bring thee home to our bofoms- yea, the

moft diftant profpect of thy charms gives a glow tothe fancy,

and captivates our hearts !

Dearly beloved- If we receive fo much pleafure and dc.

Jight from contemplating the virtues and graces of the gof.

pel, let us indalge the thought of meeting together in that

place, where love and charity fhall ever reign ; of joining

hand and handin that true and perfect lodge where nothing

fhall ever interrupt our peace and harmony, or leſſen our

felicity of dwelling in the city which hath foundations,

whofe builder and maker is Gov.

A defcription of this magnificent and beautiful city is

penned by St. John the Evangelift , in the 21ft of Revela

tion ; the whole perfectly agrecable to the rules andpropar-

tion of mafonic architecture. As to the joys and happiness

prepared for them who fhall have an admittance there, they

are beyond the power of language to defcribe- beyond the

reach of thought to conceive !

It hath been my de^ gn throughout this difcourfe, to ex-

hibit a few of thofe virtues and graces, which, befides mak-

ing us ufeful and happy on earth, may prepare us for the fu-

blime entertainments of the hew Jerufalem.

But

3

}
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But it is now full time for me to make an application fui-

table to the occafion of our coming together.

If the inftitution of Mafonry hath a tendency to encou

rage thefe virtues, it ought to excite the approbation of the

wite nd benevolent part of mink nd : And it is no fecret

that the laws of Mafory are the laws of morality ; and

that the true difciples of the Lord Jefus Chrift are the

brightest ornaments to our institution ; for upon this rock

of ages we profes to build. Though all men may not un

derſtand the rulesof the mafonie art, or comprehend the

myfteries which are behind the vail ; yet we are ready to

declare openly, what are the principles which fhould regulate

our conduct. They are Godliness, Brotherly Kindneſs, and

Charity.

But, methinks, I feé a finile on fom countenances ; and

more than one, ready to afk, with a ftyrical kid of

wifdom Are Malons fuch excellent characters ? « Lo, art

thou not to them as the lovely fong of one who hath a plea

fant voice,and can play well on an inftrument fortheyhear thy

words, and dothem not?" Tothem I would fay, that I am -

not ſpeaking ſo much in praiſe of the conduct of Haſons, as

ofthe inftitution of Mafonry-an inflitution grown venerable

by age, but which claims.not fo much refpect from this cire

cunftance as from its beneficial effects to human fociety.

It is too true that all who appear with the tokens of inno-

cerce, and with the outwardjewels of mafonic virtue, are

not poffeffed of a right temper and 'frame of mind, or with

the ornament of a pure and benevolent pirit :-Bat con-

cerning fuch as thefe, we fay, that they are barren and un-

fruitful inthe work or the labour which is required ofthem;

for he that lacketh thefe things is blind and cannot fee ; and

has forgotten that he was brought out of darkness into light.

Men



Men of debauched characters, or profligate lives , of loote,

deiftical, fceptical principles, who are vain in their conver

fátion, or ufe profane language, &c . as well as the niggardly

and avaricious, are adifgrace to any communion , and if they

are to be found among us , let them be accounted as ſpots

upon our feasts of charity. They are, to be fure, very rough

corners in the edifice of our perfection, or as unfhapen fiones

in the pile of our architecture.

But we may boaft of many fine characters which have

adorned the world who were of our fociety :--And fome of

the moſt illuftrious men now living are Free Mafons.

Brethren, are not ye alfo called unto virtue ? Be ye,

therefore, as living fones , built up a fpiritual houfe, asfree,

not using your liberty for a cloak of malicioulnes, bar as ,

the fervants of Gop.

Having allowed a latitude in one fenfe, to the objections

of them who think that the inftitution of Mafonry cannot

be good, becaufe there are fo bad menwho work atour craft,

or frankly owned that all who profefs to be verfed in our

arts and, fciences are not fo good as they ought to be, we

proceed to Yay, that the objection proves too much where it

is levelled againft the inftitution ; for it may as well be made

against every goud inftitution in the world.

Would a ſtateſman, for inftance, condemn a conftitution

of government where every provifion was made for the free-

dor and happinefs of the people, and due encouragement

given to public virtue, becaufe every man in the flate was

Bot careful to obey the laws ? Or allowing that there were

many in the community who by no means retained a proper

fenfe ofjustice and the rules of equity ? I would ask whe

ther it would begenerous in a foreigner to formhis opinion of

our Maffachufetts fyftem ofgovernment meerly from obfer-

vation on the conduct of the people- or rather certaiu

individuals
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individuals of the community in the various parts of the

State? Let not our political fages, therefore, fuppofe the

who e mafonic body is corrupt, becaufe fome members

are notfound and good.

Again, exempli gratia,.It will not be accounted immodet

in me to fay, that the clergy is an order of men, who deferve

much refpect and efteem from the people ; yet it is not the

cafe that every one lives up to his profeffion . We need not

go tothat buty tell-tale rumour to learn how inconfiftent ma-

ny ofthem are in their character and conduct. It is not

every one who appears with the fweet and amiable deport-

ment ofJohn the Baptift, who is a model for them as well as

for Mafons. And if we take into confideration the different

fects and denominations , it would be hard to imagine that

they had studied the epiftles of John the Evangelift, fo great

a part of which are taken up with cajoining the duty of bro

therly love: Thefe things being confidered, our brethren

ofthe cloth will be eareful how they condemn our brethren

of the apron.

Yea, we will go further, and fay that it is as common for

all men to peak against the vices of profeffors, as to praiſe

the virtues ofthe gofpel ; but fhould any on this account

be found difputing against the inftitution of Chriftianity,

would they not deferve the fevereſt cenfure ?

Other objections might be mentioned that have been made .

against thefraternity,but they are of a nature which doth not

deferve a like ferious confideration with what hath given oc

cafion to the preceeding remarks We often fee perfons,

and are ourſelves diverted with the obfervations made upon

our forms and ceremonies, our talent at fecrecy,the myfterics

of the craft, &c. which excite the complacency and good hu-

mour offome, and a certain range fullen fufpicion in others.

* This fermon was preached about the time of the riots inthe

county ofHampſhire,
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But we defire not to stop the effufion of wit, and are very

indifferent about ſmoothing the wrinkle in the face offiper.

ftition.

Let it be, however, the earneft defire of each one of us

to deferve a good name. May we abound in all thofe

things which will reflect a luftre upon our characters, and

benefit mankind.

Such admonitions will come with peculiar weight from

our beloved Brother, from whom we are to receive the

charge upon this occafion, whofe abilities enable him in a

much more wife and excellent manner to fet forth the wif

dom, ftrength and beauty of the mafonic conftitution.

To him I fhal' refign the defk, after fuggefting a word in

favour of the prefent opportunity to beltow our alms, which

is certainly an effential partof charity.

We fhall not proclaim what advantage hath accrued to

the town, from the readiness of the brotherhood, from time

to time, tohelp and relieve the poor : For mafonic virtue is

of that kind which vauntethnot itfelf. And far be it from

us to fuppofe, that works of charity are confined to ourfelves.

Let every inftitution have the praife, which hath delivered

the poor that cried, and the fatherlefs, and them that had

none to help them. May the blefling of all who were

ready to perish, come upon them, whofe cries have afcended

to Heaven, like a fweet fmelling favour from the altar.

May there now be aglorious emulation between all orders

here prefent, who fhall excel in giving their bounty. Away

with every fpecies ef niggardlinefs, for Godloveth the chear-

ful giver. He that giveth to the poor lendeth to the lord :

So fays the Mafter Builder of the Temple.

C To
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To which purpoſe, alfo, are the words of another mafter

of our art : " Give the lord his honour with a good eye, and

diminish not the first fruits ofthy hands. In all thy gifts

ſhew a chearful countenance, and dedicate thy tithes with

gladnefs. Give unto the Most High according as he hath

enrichedthee, for the lord recompenfeth, and will give

thee feven times as much. Mercy is feafonable in the time

of affliction, as clouds of rain in a time ofdrought."

Son ofSIBACH.

9 30 64
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A

CHAR GE, &c.

A

WORTHY AND BELOVED BRETHREN,

FTER fo fenfible and pertinent a'difcourfe as we

have just heard from the lips of our Learned and Re-

verend Brother, any additional charge for enforcing an obe-

dience tothe Diving precepts of our Craft may appear to

tally fuperfluous ; but , as the application was intended to

excite the fame benevolent affections in the breafts of others,

which do (or ought to) actuate the members of our honorable

Fraternity, a fpecial addrefs to the Lodges this day affem-

bled has been directed, for the purpofe of inculcating the

obfervance of the rules and regulations prefcrib'd them, in

their most excellent conftitutions , as the moſt effectual means

of caufing the influence of that marvelous light to which

they have been introduced, fo to " fhine before men, that

they feeing their good works," may be conftrained to revere

an inftitution that does honor to human nature, by meliorat-

ing the heart, enlightening the underſtanding, and reforming

the lives of its followers.

As little is to be expected from the purfuits ofmen, who

are not fully perfuaded of the real worth and importance of

their objects ; fo, unleſs the inestimable value and utility of

Maſonry
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Mafonry** be duly demonftrated and forcibly impreſſed up-

on the mind of ev ry Brother, we ſhall in vain look for

thofe diftinguishing virtues . which our royal institution is fo

amply calculated to produce.

It would be idle to dwell upon arguments of this kind for

the conviction of fuch as have made any confiderable pro-

ficiency in the tudy of it as their own experience has fur-

nifhed them with the most inconteftible proof of its value ;

but as the morefublime accomplishments are not to be acquir-

ed but by time ant industry, an improved and well cultivat-

ed talte alone can excite us to thofe exertions which are re-

quifite in fo arduous an undertaking.

We need but advert to the wants and neceffities attendant

upon hu nan life, for the origin of an Art that is every way

adapted to the purpofe of diminishing them ; weak and help

lefs as we are, as individuals , the comfort and fecurity of

each must effentially depend upon the labours and inventions

of the whole. The maladictory fentence pronounced upon

the first parent of the human race , " in the fweat ofthy brow

fhalt thou eat thy bread," has been greatly mitigated by the

almoft infinite variety of means that have been, in different

ages of the world , difcovered, to facilitate the performance of

the talk affigned us. An inquiry into the properties and af-

fections of matter . has produced the investigation of thoſe

laws in mechanics, which, duly applied , have afforded us con-

venient places of habitation, a fhelter from the infults of

inclement

Mafonry, confidered as a mechanic art, or architecture, which by

the Craft is under ftood to be implied in the term , has too generally

been esteemed unworthy the attention ofmen of rank and letters.-

The defign ofthe first part of this addrefs , is to prove, that ſo far as

refpects its origin and utility, we have every reafon to entertain ſen-

timents of the higheft regard for the promotion of it. This point

once eſtabliſhed, it will be eafy to demonstrate how the principles

of this art may be applied to a ftill higher object, that of beautifying

the foul, and harmonizing her paffions, and b the cultivation of the

Jocial virtues, ofadvancing the perfection of the " one fupendous whole,

Whole body nature is, and God the foul !"
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inclement feafons, and opened a commercial and friendly in-

tercourſe between the remoteft nations of the globe.

Bythe Art ofBuilding, the human race has been once

preferved from total ruin and deftruction. When an incenf

ed Deity had determined to pour his vengeance on a guilty

world, a fafe afylum was provided for the mafonic family of

Noah; and whilft a terrible inundation was fweeping away

-whole nations of the poured children ofmen, fecurely longed

within the facred ark, they rode triumphant on the dreadful

furface of an angry deep ; and tupported by the fame Al-

mighty Being who dictated the means of prefervation, they

brav'd the horrors of the midnight tempeft, till fafely landed

at the deftin'd period , on the ever memorable mountain pre-

pared them by their Sovereign Mafter.

The condefcenfion of an Omnipotent Being, in deigning

to converfe with man, and giving the moft minute and

exact directions for building him a temple, has ftampt an

everlaſting dignity upon the Craft. That aftonishing edi-

fice which was confecrated as an habitation for the divine

glory, was erected under the immediate infpection of God

himself; and the fymbolical lufions contained in the plan

of it, are thoroughly known and comprehended by every

true andperfect Brother.

*

The principles of Geometry established in the eternal

order of things by the great Jehovah, were, in the crea-

tion of the world, by him applied to the proper object of

that ſcience. The ravishing difplay of beauty and propor-

tion which the auguft fcenery of nature has open'd to our

view, were upon thofe principles, educ'd from chaos and

confufion,

There is nothing immutable but Geometry, all things elfe un-

dergo inceffant variation, VOLTAIRE'S Philofophy of Hipory.
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confufion, and the utility ofthem has been practically

acknowledged from Adam to us, as being derived from

him " who has meafured the waters in the hollow of his

hand, and meeted out heaven with the fpan, and compre-

hended the dust of the earth in a meaſure, and weighed the

mountains in fcales , and the hills in a balance.”

An art ſo uſeful in the common purpoſes of life, an art

towhich we owe the prefervation of our fpecies from per-

dition ; in fine, ar art which has to remarkably engag'd the

attention of the omnifcient mind, can need no further ar-

guments to reco nmend it to the esteem of every judicious

and fenfible Free-Majon.

Wherever we turn our eyes ; whether to furvey the un-

numbered worlds that roll along the azure-arch of heaven,

and to defcry the order and barmony of their refpective tracts

and revolutions ; or more humbly advert to the variety

offubftances furniſhed ,in fuch an infinite diverfity offorms,

by the globe we inhabit, the wisdom and goodness we diſco-

ver in their author, mult fill the human mind with rapture

and furprife, and enkindle within us the moſt ardent de-

fire (fo far as the weakness of our feeble conftitutions will

admit) of imitating thofe perfections from which they all

proceed.

This exquifite order and relation ofthings in the natural

world, are to be confidered as bearing an analogical re-

ference

* Nulli-Forma manebat

Obftabatque aliis aliud ; quia Corpore in uno

Frigidapugnabant callidis. huméntia ficcis,

Mollia cum duris, fine Pondere habentia Pondus.

HancDeus, & melior Litem natura diremit.

Nam Calo Terras & Terris abfcidit undes :

Et liquidumfpiffo fecrevit ab Aere Calum.

Quæpoftquam evolvit, cacoque exeunt acervo,

Diffociata Lecis, Concordi Pace ligavit.

OviD, Nafon, Metamorph Fab. I.
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ference to the moral. The material objects that prefent

themfelves to our fenfes, are the types of ideas pre-existing

in the mind of the Supreme Being ; our ideas therefore, of

beauty, barmony and proportion, arifing from the contempla-

tion of the fyftems that furround us, muft , be in fome de-

gree correfpondent to thofe of their divine author : For as

the fovereign Creator of the univerſe muſt, previous to the

exertion of his creative power, have conceived of a certain

fitnefs in particular difpofitions of matter, to anſwer the

ends defined, and muſt have adopted that one, which, of

all poffible fyftems, wis the beſt ; therefore it follows, that

the order and conftitution of the things which are feen, are

the ages and reprefentations of the infinite fource of bar-

mony and proportion . From thefe attributes ofthe Deity,

we may directly infer, that the fame principles prevail in

the immaterial and moral world..

*

One of the moft extenfive laws of matter, is that of

gravitation, " and the action of this power is moſt confpicu-

bully directed t wards the greatest body, equally within

the ſphere of attraction ; fothe most extenfive principle of

fpirit, is that of approaching towards the great centre of

light and perfection. †

The fun is the grand lummary to which our whole fyf-

tem is perpetually gravitating, and the beauty and even ex-

iſtence ofthis lyftem, depends upon á mutual attraction be-

tween the bodies that compofe it.

D The

* The viſible, intellectual and created fpecies of things , are

pictures, images and repreſentations, of the invifible archetypal and

increated fpecies of things in the mind ofthe Supreme Being.

CHEYNE'S Philofophic Principles, Prop. ix.

+ There muſt ofneceffity be fome principle ofaction in intellectual

beings, analogous to that of attraction in the material fyftem , and

that is the principle ofre-union with the Supreme infinite.

Ibid. Prop, xviii.
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The principle analagous to this in the moral world, is

that univerfal benevolence, which takes in the whole fcale

of animate beings for its object. *

mutual fympathy, especially between creatures confti-

tuted by the fame hand, with the fame wants, and dettin'd

to the fame ends , † is, when the mind is divefted of pre-

judice, as natural an affection of intelligent beings, as gra-

vitation is of matter. The various paffions of the human

breaft may, by an undue operation, divert the direction of

this principle from the only courfe in which true happineſs

confils ; but as the nice adjustment of proportion between

the projectile and attractive powers of the heavenly bodies,

is ren lered conducive to their beauty and prefervation, fo

our pallions, properly controul'd by the exercife of our ra-

tional faculties , instead of interrupting the harmony of the

fou!, may become highly fubfervient thereto. ‡

'Tis the bufinefs of a free and accepted Mafon to reduce

them to fubjection , to square his life by the rules of reafon

and religion, to live within compafs with all mankind, and by

his own example, to recommend the divine principles of

brotherly love, relief and truth.

A building, however beautiful the materials, unless the

parts are nicely adapted to each other, muft be but very

imperfect ,

* Charity, or the love ofthe Supreme Being, and of all his images,

is the neceffary effect of this principle ofre-union, when fully expand-

ed and fet at liberty. Ibid. Prop. xix.

+ Omnes eodem cogimur. Vid Horat. Carm. Ode iii. Lib. if

•

Paffions, like elements, though born to fight,

Yet mix'd and foften'd in his work unite ;

Thefe 'tis enough to temper and employ,

But what compofes man can man deſtroy ?

Suffice that reafon keep the middle road,

Subject, compound them, follow her and God.

Pore's Effay on Man, Epift, ii , Lib, iii.
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•

imperfect, and without a connecting medium to retain them

in union, muft fhortly fall to ruin and decay ; fo uniefs we

chearfully conform tothe objects of each others happineſs,

and connect ourſelves by the cementing principles of brotherly

love, we ſhall fall an eaſy and unpitied prey to the deſtroy-

ing ills of life.

Chearily ! O friendſhip, doft thou´enable us to travel the

rough and thorny paths of our terreftial pilgrimage; lonely

and folitary fhould we pafs an uncomfortable vale of tears

without thee, nor would even theſe enchanting beauties of

creation be able to excite a fingle fmile. A bolom glowing

with univerfal good will to men, is the native foil of every

genuine and focial virtue : The heart that does not feel its

influence and energy, is a real monster, and utterly unwor-

thy of our esteem and confidence. And let me here par-

ticularly caution thefair, who have this day honored us

with their prefence, to avoid and deteft the man who wears

it, as incapable of entertaining thofe finer feelings of the

foul, which a real paffion and fincere attachment are cal-

culated to excite.

A Free and Accepted Mafon can never be infenfible to the

charms of that part of our fpecies, without which theglobe it-

felfwould be to us a void ; nor can we forbear to avow the

regret we feel in being deprived of their fociety in our

lodges ; but as it would give us infinite pain to fee that ten-

der fex encountering the fatigues and labour of the, malonic

art, we confole ourſelves with beftowing upon them the

fruits

* The question has often been afk'd, Why the ladies may not be

initiated into the myſteries of the Graft ? The reafon here offer'd is

the true. and it may be relied on that no other difqualification is fup-

pofed to exift, but fuch as they themselves would readily acknow-

ledge the validity of.

The trowel, hammer and hot, are byno means adapted to femaleufe.

The carrying of mortar and biks for the building, is the proper em

ployment only of that fex whole conftitutions are fited for labour and

Fatigue ; and the precepts ofour art are fuch as to be of little uſe

unless applied to practile,

1
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fruits arising from our toils and induftry ; and it will fuf-

fice to oblerve, that they too well know the relation fub-

fifting between friendship an ! love ; and are too fenfible that

a heart, which is enraptured with the fymm try of nature,

cannot be callous to the more captivating charms of mental

virtue, to admitof a belief, that want or confidence in them in-

duced their exclufion.

To conform the heart and manners to the refined fenti-

ments of a virtuous mind ; to warm the foul with the real

feelings ofhumanity ; in fine, to merit the esteem and fa-

vour of the fair; to tooth their cares, and mitigate their

pains , are amongst the great objets of our noble inftitu-

tion ; and itis a facred tru h , that the more fublime the

degrees to which we attain in free Masonry, the more high-

ly that weadmire their excellencies, and the more zealouf-

ly employ our efforts in their ferfice .

Who is there then, that is fully convinced of the

ths I have advanced, and does not feel the strongest in-

clination to become a proficient in fo ufeful an art ; as the

most efficacious means for promoting that end, I ſhall fub-

jou a word of advice to you my much esteemed brethren

ofthe craft.

Above all things let meferiously and folemnly recommend

you my brethren, a conftint and punctual attendance

upon the fumnonfes ofthe lodge ; however light we may con-

eive the crime of remiffnels in this refpect, we are moſt

cocainly highly culpable in fuffering the commiffion of it.

fis impoffible to conftruct a building, " fitly framed

together, " without a due correfpondence with each other,

and as noplace is fo proper for the communication of the

mories ofthe craft as a regular lodge, we huld industri-

improve every opportunity afforded for this pur-

The



The conftitutions ofFree Maſonry are perhaps the moft

admirably adapted to the promotion of regularity and bar-

mony in a fociety, that were ever invented by human faga-

city ; a ftrict attention to them therefore is our indifpenfi-

ble duty; and as it can never fail to produce the greateft

advantage to every individual, as well as to the craft at

large ; it is alfo, our true and greateſt intereſt and honour.

Injuftice to the fraternity in general "it muft be oblerved,

that however a few individuals may have difgraced their

characters, no body of men were ever affembled together

forfocialpurpoſes, who obferved a greater degree of decen-

cy and decorum at their meetings than Free and Accepted

Majons.

That we may fill continue to marit this encomium, let

us be carefully attentive to the admiffion ofcandidates, and

let no confi terations whatever engage us to introduce to

our lodges, a man of bafe and fordid principles : He who is

in a ſtate ofſlavery to his paffions, or maimed and deformed

by the confirmed habitudes of vice, as he never can be a

free, to ought he never to be, an accepted Maſon ; and the

fame caution fhould be uled to avoid conferring any promo-

tion in degrees, but after dus probation, tryal, and examina-

tion.

By a proper attention to the regulations of our fociety,

we shall be taught alfo, to revere and respect thoſe of our

brethren whom we have dignified with the badges ofthe high-

er ofices inthe lodge ; to their exertions we owe the re- estab-

liſhment of the ancient lodge, fituated in this place, after the

ravages of war had or a confiderable time interrupted the

focial and edifying intercourse of the brethren ; and under the

aufpices of our moſt worshipful Brother , who now fills the

chair of Solomon, we have feen it, like the afhes ofthe

Phoenix, renew its beauty, and flouriſhing in all its priftine

dignity
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dignity and glory, Long may he continue to govern and in-

ftrual befe lodges, and fee them emulate his zeal.

To conclude ; may the great Architect ofNature, and

the Supreme Grand Mafter ofthe Univerfe, ever prefide in

our affemblies ; and whilft we fit around the focial board,

in celebration of this annualfeftival, may peace and harmony

and myrth abound.-

" For God is paid when man receives,

" T' enjoy is to obey."

INI S.

9 JU 64
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