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i LODGE No. 10, State of Neva-]éi-féy;
Morris-Town, December 27, 5784.

RESOLVED,

T HAT the Tuanks of tHi§ LODGE;
, be prefented to the Reverenp -Mr:
UZAL OGDEN, for his SERMON delivered
this Day before them, convened for .the cele-
bration of the FestivaL of Saint Jouw the
EvANcGELIST.

And that Brothers,” Doctor Jabez Canfield,
Major jeremiah Bruen, and Mr. James Pitney,
be defired to requeft the REVEREND Mg,
OGDEN, to commit {aad DISCOURSE to
Writing, and to beg thé Favour of the Mad-
nufcript for Publication. |

SamueL Gorpon, Secretary.
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Dr. WILLIAM M<¢KISSACK, Masrer;

Mz. ROBRERT LINN, Senior
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'FREE avp ACCEPTED MASONS;

THIS DISCOURSE,

PREACHED AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR DEsIrE,
I s,
BY THE AUTH OR,
RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED,
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ADVERTISEMENT.,

S the enfuing was an extemporal Difcourfe ;
and as fome Weeks elapfed, after it was,
{poken, before the Author could obtain Leifure
to reduce 1t to Writing, it cannot be prefumed
that it appears verbatim as it was delivered.
Several Sentiments have been added to the
Sermon ; and, it is mot improbable, that a
few expreffions of it have been omitted.

™



A S ERMON, &c

INTROBUCTION,

AM ONG the varions paffions we are endued
with, we perceive a difpofition for SOCIETY ;
and the indulgence of this propenfity, is neceffary
20 our felicity, |

Without Sociery, we could neither obtain
property ; with fafety poflefs it, nor be bappy in
it's enjoyment. "

Without Sociery, we could not make pro-
Jiciency in the arts and [eiences, nor obtain even
the neceflaries of life.

And, indeed, without SociEry, our attain-
ments of religious knowledge would be moft im-
perfelt ; and in the praflice of virtue, we [bould
be extremely defeciive, -

As SociETY 15 thus neceflary to the happinefs
of mankind, the focial paffion bath been indulged
by men in every clime, and in every age: And
according ¢ their geniys, temper, views and de-
figns, numerous SOCIETIES have been formed to
¢ffect various purpoles.

Some
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?cm- of thefe focial ComsinaTIOoNs bave, ## i
truz, been eutered into for the accomplifbment of
EIOL‘., ouds 3----gthers bave bad no other object
but the mgff{/" ition of wealils the advancement
q}" [iterature, or the enjoyment of pleafure ;----
wolie 610215 bave bﬂﬂﬂz{y been inftituted for. the
premetion of wfeful knowledge 5 virtue; benevo-
leicce, and fraternal r_g,c'ﬁzun'----/i’nd {uch, [
truf}, is the pature of (e SQCIETY [ have now
bz ffw;mtr to addrefs. |

The infritution of Free Masonry, it is faid,
is of great antiquity s—--it teacheth feveral ufe ful
aris, par mﬂlmly ARCHITECTURE ;--~-1f njoins
{5c giea qﬂ purity of nerals j----requires ibe
exercife of the moft di ifintereffed, the moff fervent

::r:{} !.; zzU tizen, bat afpefza'!{w 10 thofe of the
f)rr!bf.a tced; and, thercfore, muft bave been
counded 12 Wispoy aid VIRTUES,

SvcH

_!.. IEEHII ._: | r
]
-+ - L} -

- " ot -

~ For evidence 1n favour of the Awtiguity of Free Ma-
*'fz:;:;:_, £AC R cader ia mff:rrcd t0 thf'e. copy of an ancient Ma-

o "crhﬂr, ]0%‘ N Lm.r...,, L"qmre to in Enrrh(h
Smil; voich paper frdth been pubdlithed.

"his Manuicript mentions that Free Masoxry diffe-
Iainates the knowiedge of ¢ AGR1CULTURE ; ARCHI~
£ g 15'1"10”. oMy ; GeroMmeETrRY; NUMBERS;
s POITRY ; LHYmSTRY Govhamxan'r, and

The
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 Sucw deing the principles of Masonry, idany
verfons, perbaps in_ every age and country, ihe
moft diftiugaifbed for the poflefion of Power,
Science, or RELiGION, bave thought it as
bonour 1o be admitted Members of this Fraterisity s
and not & few of the mofft worthy characters iz
| | | thele

T i:.fh Fa ] LR ~

Thé enfuing Extralts from av Abridgment of the Cons
sTituTion of the Fraternity of FrReE Masoxs, by the
Rewerend Dodtor WirLLiam SmiTH, and publithed by or-
der of the Grand Lodge of Pennfylvania, will eviace, that
this inffitution inculcates P1ETY towards Gop ; JusTice
and BEnevoLiNcE to Maxkinp; and aff the private
VIRTUES. '

CcHAPTER L
gECTION 1. Caucer;zfﬁg Gop and Rivricidyx.

¢¢ Whoever, from love of Knowlédge, ittereft, or cus
tiofity, defires to be @ Mason, 1s to know, that, as his
foundation and great corner {lone, he 1s firmly to believe
in the ETernar Gop, and to pay that worlhip which is
due to Him, as the great Architeit and Governor of the
Univerfe. A Mafon is alfo obliged to ooferve the moral
Jaw, as a true Noachida*; aad if he rightly underftands
the Royal Art, he cannot tread in the 1rreligious paths of
the unhappy Libertine, the Deift, nor ftapid Aeheiff ; mnor,
in any cafe, 4& aganfit the inward light of his own con-
{cience.’’ . o
. «¢ He will likewife fhan the grols errors of Rigotry and
Superftition ; making a due ufe of his own reafon, according

* Saxs of Noah; the firft name for Free Malons.
{0
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thefe Un1Teb StaTEs, bighly eftcem the privi-
ledge of being of the mméer of FREE and
AccepTeD Masons.

Turs {ocial InsTITUTION being thus excellent
in #t5 SySTEM, and thus patronifed by the GRraAT
and

——-Hﬂﬂm-—-—-

to that liberty wheréwith a Mafon is made fiee. For al-
though, in ancient times, the Chriffian Mafens were
ca12GED to comply with the Chriffian nfages of the coun-
tries where they fojourned or worked, (they being found in
all nations, and of divers rehglons and perfuafions;) yet;
1t 1s now thought moft convenient, that the Brethren 1n ge-
neral thould only be cHarcGEeD to adhere to the effentials of
rcligion in which all men agree; leaving each Brother to
h;s own private judgment, as to particular modes and forms.

Y hence it follows, that all Matons are to be good men and
srve ;—Nen of honour and honefty, by whatever religious
names or per{uafions diftinguithed ; a]ways following that
golden precept of © doing unto all men as {upon a ehange
cf condmons) they would -that all men ﬂmuld do unto

tll el

Sectioxn HI. Concernizg PrivaTte QuarLiTies and
DUTIE

¢ Inregard to HiMseLF, whoever would be a Mafon,
fhould know how to pradiife all the private virtues, He
{hould avoird all manner of iztemperance or excefi, which
rmigat obitruct his performance of the laudable duties of his
Cratt, or lead him 1n:0 crimes which would refle@t dithonour
upon tie ancicnt Fratersity,  He is to be indaitrigus in his
profefiion, and true to the Lord and Maiter he ferves. He
is to lanour juftly, and not to eat any man’s bread for
Tl(}""'ht but to pay truly for his meat and drink, What
leifure



(9 )

and coon; By the fwﬁ 1efpe€cable NAMES doth
among tie CLercy ‘and Larty.----I fhall not,
1 d@p:"arﬁefrd jultly zncur reproach, by complying
with the prefeit requeft of this BRoTHERHOOD ;
ihexgh [ have reafon Lo Jolicit their indulgent re-

ccptmn of the ientiments [ may dchver, ¢/pe-
cially

—;——mﬂ_—-—

Teifare his labour allows, he Is to employ in ftudying the
Arts and Scicices wuh a diligent mind, that he may the
better perform all his doties (as aforefmd) to his Creator,
hi1s Counny, his Neiﬂrhbnur and himfelf. For, in a few
words ; ¢« To wali I“.ITnbl}’ in the fight of God; to do
Iu(’uce and love Mercv,” are the trne mll*pcnﬁblc char-
alterittics of a real fiee and accepted Majon.

““ For the better attalameat of theie fhining qualities,
he is to feek and : "u.,qmrb, as far as poflible, the virtues of
patience, meckneis, feli-deaial, forbearance and the like ;

which give him the command over himicif, and enable him -

¢to sovern his own family with aireftion, drfrwv and pru-
dt..llL.e s at the {fame tm2, cn“clemg cvery dlmuutiO"l inju-
risus to the world; and promoting that love and firvice,

wiicn Brethren, of the fame Lsdee or Houfinld, owe to-

each other, i rercmw, to afford 1uccour to the diﬂreﬁ':—:d,
to divide cur bread with the indaftrious poor, and to put
the mifgaided traveller into the way, ar qu:nlilies inherent
in the Cra&, and fuitable w0 1t’s dignity. Bat, though a
Malfon 1s never to that his ear unkindly to tne CO‘HPHJ"*“
of azy of the hunan fpeciss 5 yet when a Biorbor is opprefied
or fuffers, he 15 in a more pecafiar manncr catled o opzn
his whole foul in1ove and compaflion to him, and torelicve,
withdut prejudice, accocding to kis capacity.”’

CHAPTER

'h+l-|

Ll SR ]
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gidily, as my DIscOURSE will be extémpofe j-==

foe ar ffb(’:'*fﬂ ef the vartous duties of my funétion,
in feveral places, not paving afforded me time 43
ceminit the trefent Addrefs to writing,

Tuz portion of facred Writ, that occitrs to mé,
g5 iwoft proper fur ibis crcafioir,------it expreffing
L

.
- - -

L L -

“W

C HAPTER I

Sectrox VII. Concerning DirrereEnces and Laws
SUITs, i any Juck  jEould :mbappz{y arije among
BI rif:f view

< If a Brother doth you imjury ; or if your have any difs
ference witn himr about worldly or temporal bufinefs or in-
tereit; apply firlt to your own or bis Lodge, to have thé
mazter it difpute adivfied by the Brethren. And if eithes
party be not faticfed with the determination of the Lodge;
2n appzel may be carried to the Grand Lodge; and you
are never to eater 1o a Law-§uit, il the matter cannot
ba dzciced as above. And if it be 2 matter that wholly
concerns Slaamey, Law-Suiis are to be eatirely avoided;
and the zood advice of pradent Brethren is to be followed
25 tnzy are the pelt referees of {uch differences.”
¢¢ Bat wnere references are either impracticable or une
Zaccessfal, and Cenrts of t Lawor Eq' 1ty muft ar faft decide,
vou mait dill follow the general rujes of Meafonry, already
1238 down avolding all wrat‘1 malice, rancour, and per-
1oazl 111.-..:1“, in carrying on the fwit with a Brother;
neither favinz nor deinge any thing to hinder the continuance
or renewal of that B 5!*.!..:'{ Jove arnd friendfhip, whiche
af¢ the glory and cement of this ancient Fraternity.”

CHAPTER
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#he funda‘mmml principles of this Seciety, -7
contained 1n the firfp Epiftle of Saint Peter; the
Jecond Chapler; and fﬁvezfzeerztb Vi errr‘/e

¢ Howour aLr Mszen. Love Tae Bro-
THERHOOD, FEar Gop. Honour tue King.”

b g “ Taig

C HAPTETR IV

CuarcEs, Pravers, &c.

Part of 2 CHARGE {0 a new admitted Mason,

‘“ THERE are three general heads of duty which Malons
ought always to 1nculcate, viz. to Gop, our NstcHBOUR,
and our sELVES.——To Gop ; in never mentioning his
name but with that reverential awe which a creature ought
ta bear to his Creator ; and to look upon him always as the
SumMMmum Bonuwm whic‘l we came into the world to enjoy 3
and according to that view ta regulate all our purfuits :—
ta our Nergapouy; la afting upon the Square of domg
as we would be dane by:—to qur SELVES; In avoiding
all Zmtemperance and exceffes, whereby we may be rendered
incapable of following cur work, or led into behaviour un-
becoming our laudable profeflion ; and alwa}s keeping,
within du,e bounds, and fres from all pollution.”

Tsg preceding particulars being attended to, We perceive,
the propriety of the following exprefions, delivered in a
Szrnon by the Reveread Doctor SM1TH, 1n Chr zjf-C/mrcb,
Pu:[adel_pbm, before the GENERAL CoMMUNICATION Of.
Free and AccerTep Masons of the STaTe of PENN-
sYLvaN1A, December 28, 1778.

¢¢ Bz of one mind. Avoid all levity of converfation.
Be fober and temperate ; abltaining from every ¢xcels that,

would



Tuts Epiftle was addrefled to thofe profe-
jited to the Chriftian faith, from Judaifm and
Gentlifm, who were refident 1n ¢ Pontus,
Galatia, Capadocia, Afia” Minor, ¢ and
Bithyna,” T ' ‘

Ig

would enerva‘e the body ; debafe the underftanding ; cheriih
firife, ani dithunour vour calling.  Study to be quiet, and
to do your own bufinels with your own hands; as kaowing
that ¢ a zwi2 Bisthar’s deligat 1s 1n the WORK OF H18

Crart. | '

"« Let me exhort you to frame your condul by the
Sguare of doisg as yeu would be done by. hecp an open
heart to every iuffering Brother, ready o receive hm as’z
temsef-driven vovager intoa port of fafety ; {eeking among
vou that relief and fhelter, which he fought in vain, while
1055’d upon the refiless ccean of common life.” -

¢« Thefe are fundamental principles, and pradtices of’
immutable oblization in our Society. Flowing from the-.
fountzia head of antiquity, they have rolled down to us, 1n -
pure and uncorrupied tireams, through the channels of time ;
=3d, we trod, wail &1 roli, broader and deeper, unul the.
dread order of thls TerresTRIAL Fasricx fnall be con~ :
{uminated in the exdlefs o+der of ETeaviTy, While we

F
-
-

raw fioin fuch facred tfourzes, our #ruwe Members, as m
times pad, © likewile now, and in times to ccme, 1n dif-
ferent clmes and ages, we fhall be able to iilence ¢ the
eribe of fcoracrs,” and to convince them that the only Gua-
lities we with to honour, are thofe which form good men -
and good citizens ; and the only builiings we feex torae,
are T emples jor Virtue, and Dungeoas for #ice.”
¢ We muft {sek to expand our {ouls to tie whole buman .
fpecies 3 ever Liriving to premote their happinefs to the ut-
moft of our power. W hatever is iiliberal, partal and con-
rodted jeme-a felfifh and unfecling heagt, coiled up within

1ts
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It was defigned to eftablifh thefe perfons in
the dodlriives of Chrﬁ‘cnamty they had received;

to excite them to the unfeigned practice of rhc
precepts of the Golfpel; to Iortify them againft
the power of-perfecution to which they were

expoied; and to fupprcf:, in thofe of thcm,
who were defcendants of ABraham, thart | - 1Impa-
tience of Roman government, and luft for do-
minzaticn and power, for which, at that peiiod,
the' people of Irael were fo diltinguithed; and
which, in a few fucceeding years, were pro-

dutive of the greateft calamities to the Jewilh
nation. -

Tur feveral injunctions exprefled 'in the
Text, may be regarded as an kpiToME ot the
Exbortation to ﬁzamZ Dury, contamed in the

Epiftle.----And thefe precepts of virwe, I beg
leave to attend to in the followmcr manner.
FIrsT, to notice what it s to ¢ gEAR GoD.”

SECONDLY, t0 “ HONOUR THE KING.™

R s o L o T

its own fcanty orb;———we muft rejeét from amongit us.
Looking far beyond the Jistle diftinctions of &t or party (by

which too many feek to know, and be known by, each
other) we fhould labour to imitate the great Lreator, in

" rpgarding thole of every nation, religion, and tongue, whe,
¢ fear.him, and work righteopinefs.”

THIRDLY,
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T HInDLY, t0 'Y rionNouRr ALL MEN.Y -
LaisTLy, to ¢ LOVE THE BROTHERHOOD.®

First, whatisit to “ Frar Gon?”

-

Tf‘:f:‘: Joleph wained his Brethren fhould be
informed he was a perfon of virtue, that they
micht, with greater chearfuinefs, fuffer their

Brother Stmeon to be detained in cuftody by

him, until they thould return to their Father,
he faid, < This do and live, for I fear God.*”

The nighteoulnefs at ]ob was expreffed by
the {ame lmgrage, “ Doth Job fear Ged for

naught.1”

The piety of the family of Cornelius was

d\..cl,‘.raﬂd in the {ame mode of fpeech. It i

mentioned that, he fga.« ed God with all his

houf=, i” |
< 1t fn2ll be well,” fays Solomon, ¢ with
thofe who fear God:N” and  the fear of the
L ::3,” it was faid, by this Sage, ¢ 1s the be-
~inning of wifdom.||”
e Th..., Anzel of the Lord,” faith the Pfal-

f".l:

“!

t-.’.

mifE, ¢ eacampeth round abqut thofe who fear.

* Gon. xinn 18, + Job 1. g. i Als x, z.
€ —col vl 1z, ﬂ £rov. 1x. 10,

hii @

-—
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‘bim ¥ And the fear of the Lord, was thus dé«
fined by this Prince of Ifrael. ¢ Hearken
unto me,” 1t was faid by him, “ and I will
teach you the fear of ibe Lord: What man is
he who defireth life, and loveth many days,
that he may {ce good ----Keep thy tongue
from evil, and thy lips from {peaking puile,
Depart from evil and do good. Seek peace
and purfue 1t.§” |

And numerous cther éxpreéflions there are
of Scripture which declare, that, by the ¢ fear
of God,” we are to undetitand a dre obfervance
of ReLicion ; which, it may be faid, confifls
of three particulars ;----KwowLrpce, FaiTh,
and PracTtice; and thele things 1 beg per-
‘miffion to notice,

First, of religious KwowWwrepc? ;--:-~fonie
degree of which appears abfolutely neceflary to
conftiture a righteous charalter; as it 1s im-
poflible we fhould difcharge our duty, tinlefs
we are dcquainted with 1t; ds all ratonal faith
alfo, 1s founded on knowledge, and as man.
kind may ¢ perifh;” through a deficiency in
this article,

However fomie perfons may be diftinguifhetd
for the acquifition of {piritual wifdeom; when

i L o e - e e e e

* Pial, xxxiy. - t bid. w11, 1oy T30

} L

:;}IGL v, 6. - *
\ 1§
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it is confidered the bleffings of the Gofpel are
offered o the whole wWorld ot » i mankind, we muﬂ:
conclude that to obtain a knowledge of its fun-
caimental doftrines, doth not require ecither
unCoMmImon penetration of judgment, or in-
enfe application of mind 3 but that thefe doc-
trines may be apprehended with eafe, by the
moft inferior capacity; or are written in {uch
legble charalters, that < he who runs may
l'eaz‘:.” and underftand them.
Vithout paying attention to thofe particular
and favourite tenets adopted by varicus deno-
minations of Chriftians; and by them {6 often
contended for 1n a molt Hrffr.i‘f!!?u.;f manner, tg.
the reproach of Cuz iSTIq‘:IT ~and dijury of
VirTue; [ will mention {ome articles of relis
gien which, 1t is imagined, are clearly revealed
in facred Writ, and wiil not, it is conceive d;
e deemed unimportant,

Tue firft principle of re gious knowledge
requ.ite we thould be acg anted with, -1s;
that tiere exils fome Bei xG 1per10r to ours
iclves; who gave exiftence to creation; wha.
inhabitern eternity ; whole knowledge is infi-
nre; whole prefence filleth 2l {pace; whofe
pf}wtr prejerves and fuitains all nature, and
W POuLHLLII all poilible perteCiion,

("J

walt
£ ﬁ

Brtie woﬁ:s of Creatisn, we aré mod ras
tionaiy ceininced of the Bﬁ"ﬁ’fr of a Gob;
his
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s ¢ power,” as Saint Paul obferves, ¢ bein
clearly feen.and underftood by the things whic
arc made.®”

We behold zwanimate MattEr.--2-Could
this have given exiffcice to i4felf? If it could
not, a thoufand years ago, neither. could ic
have produced itfeif at airy pertod, and, there-
fore, 1t muft have received it’s formation from
the power of jome pre-exiftent Being.

But fuppofe MATERIALITY was felf-exificit,
could it have given power and wifdom ; beauty
and order to 1t{elf2-----Could that which had
neither thoucht nor power, have exercifed
wifdom and ftrength ?----Couid that which had
no life, have imparted life to 1felf; or to any
oter oojett

But we obferve matter modified by wildom
and power; harmonious and beautiful in its
-appf:..u nce j—---and  we pelcew it endued
with life; the power of motion alfo and
thought ;----and, therefore, thefe things could
not have been produced by corroriTy, but
by the agency of a Being of power and wifdom.

- UQ'-

Can we behold the heavens above, or th
earth beneath, without acknowledging t.Je 1N+
finice power, wifdom and O'OOdHCIS dll laved
by fome, though to us, vifible Ancair .ECT?

C Cr,

* Rom. 1. 20.
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Or, cen we contemnlate our own frame, withs
OuL Conic m;,::: we were ¢ fearfully and wonder-

'h,..".-]}

fully mader?
D:d we ferim eurfelves P--~-Or do we owe our
cxiiience to CHANCE T |
But the word chence, when, 1n propriety of
Jrezeh, at-hath eny iccaning, ever fuppofeth the
agency of fome LE‘ o ;----'1.5 when a < lot 18
cait into the lap,7” or drawn, the ¢&ion of
fc*‘nf* peyfoit, OT p....: jr;.e ; is ?rﬁ.e,fszrfé* 1dlied,
t"'rate chis idea, from the term chance, and
a word devold of any fignification ; there
L.::-. ng o [ch thing as CHANCE, 1n any fene,

different irom this.

, by the wolume of nature, we are
clearly taugnt the Beiig of 2 Gob ;----and

'
O
%
0
o

though fiom the barmeiy of the fpheres, or
““ireledy of the moraing flars, 17 and uniforimity

of ¢rder mzenifeled in their ‘T{J'U:.?F"JI}?IEH!‘ We may
reaionably infer, thers 1s but oNE G¢D ;----
that the “lord he 1s God; that there 1s soxe
e/, nor any like vrto him,§” it is from divine
?‘E’Jffﬁff iz ¢fr, that we obtain a knowledge of
erel attributes of the Deiry 3 and alfo of
this ﬁ_bim.e truch, that the #zity of the God-

beed, doth not excludea T7inity of Perfons 3
but

* Pl coxix. 14, t Prov. xvi. 33.
I Job xoriviii. 7. - § Iia xlvic g
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but that ¢ there are three who bear record in
heaven, the Father, the Werd, and the Holy
Ghft; and that tthr {* THREE ArT ong.*”

[t would be caly to adduce pafinges from the
facred writings to prove, that the feveral ser-
fedtions of the Deiriy, are alcribed to each of
the Perfons in the Holy Trinity; and to evince
tiar ¢ the Fatter 1s God, the Soais Ged, and
the Holv Gliolt is God, and yet, that there
are not thiee Gods, but one Ged ;7 but for the
fake of blemty, I fhall decitne this fervice,
and obierve, tharits imgoﬁlbie we {hould have

a proper concepiton ot the Chrifian  [fyfiein,

unlefs we are mitcated into this unportant
doétrine of the Trinsy.

Tuoven this particular of the Chriftian
faith, cannot be fully comprehended by our
imperfect underftandings, 1t thould not, there-
fore, be rejected by wus.

There are many things which furpafs our
apprehenfion, we rmdlly ofve our afient ro.

We believe, for mﬂzmce, there 1s ¢ Gob;
but the Essence of the divine nature, which is

InFiniTy itfelf, will never be entirely com-

prehended by any jinife capacity, kaman ot
angelic.

We believe too there is an Unton fubfiffing

between the human body and {oul; buc we are
C 2 unable

¢ y John, V. 7. t Vide the Athanafian Creeds
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unable to define this conneltion. And how
maany myfteries are there exhibited in the pro-
du@ions of nature we are compelled to acknow-
Jedze, but cannot underfiand ?.

Tae wit ¢f man, in 2l probability, would
never have devifed the dofirine of the pf,f"ﬂ/r.a,,}r
of Perfons in the God-head: And certainly,
it the propagatcrs of the gofpel had believed
this dedrine to have been fifitions; and have
known Chriftianity itfelf vas a decsption, that
it might have obtammed crediz 1n the world,
coimnon piruderce would not have fufiered them
to nave wcorporated wito a religious {yflem,
vithout neceflity, a fezef, which, wzth men of
cainal yecfon, would }"E{ﬁ’/}'rhy have impeded
1t's freeefs, 2nd been to them as a ¢ ftumdling
ftone and rock cf offence.”

Texing it {or granted that the holv APO{HP‘%
were pefizfied only of commen underfandi
we may ratl unaliv ﬁ'ppoﬂ_, {hey belicved t.;
docirine of the T inity to be frue, and the
o {,E...’” ) "”"0: adiviie.

Hag Lnﬂ o-mptl been of Imman invention,
Ibey muit have been ecguaiinted with the de-
cez*

And had they xof been perfons of ceimmon
Jfeiife, 1t 1s utteriy 1nconceivable, circumftanced
as they were, dedtitute of ]eamln:‘, l'wuta“;on;
and authority, how they could have prevailed
vith fo many men, of t]rn great:ft abilities, both
natural and acquired, to bave emliaced the re-

ligioi
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ligion of JEsus, If unfupported by TrRurH; and
at the expence of worldly honour and f{inful

pleafure; of liberty, property, and even life

1thlf 1.

Ag in God we live, and move, and have
our bem 7 and as the divine ¢ law is holv,
Jufl, and oood,}” how peneth reafonalle is
1T, wWe Mouid be ph2aient tO 1TS Ceniiands ¢

But who of us hath auly revered the divine
amlu:,l.r”——--Have we not ¢ all fimned and
come fhort of the glory of God ?1”---And 1n
conlequence of this meral defeftion, are we not
obnoxious to the peiaily ot the beavenly latw
fuh:fft to ¢ eternal death, the wages of'
{in2|"

But, to deliver us {rom the curfe of the /aw,
even the Son of Gob Auafelf, in condelcen-
fion and goodnefs infinite, aifumed our nature;§
‘“ boreour iniquities ;4 7 expiated our guile;**
became ¢ accurfed for us;tt” the ¢ juit
having fufrered for the unjuft.{3”

And that we may obtain fanity of beart ;
be liberated from the vaflfallage of {in and
Satan, and again be qualified for the ¢njoy-
ment of the God of Holinefs, we are ““made
partakers of the oLy Grost; || “ renewed
. In

et e L L B T i RNt escmms, s msr=s

* Ads, xvit. 28. 4+ Rom. vil. 12, {Rom. 1ii, 21,
|l Ibnd vie 23, § Jobm, 1. 14. @ Mzl Lt 11,
** Rom. 11, z5. 4+ Gal.iil, 13, 1f1 Peter:ii. ;3.
Iﬂl Heb, vi, 4. |
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\Ve perceive, therefore, that the Gofpel 15
r . ’ g

L T
e, e TN L.

", o 1
E i":*l' T'ff rrf:- -'ufs LW .‘::..; ...-’*Hf? 'Ii C"r """'--ri};.lt Otjr re-‘

o A t- ,
Gwn:uon is of free “Graci;”’§ by us effagether.

et ited £ 3 that C7; ':‘;’J’I-"'L 'E'l’ PALIARN ﬂlm e -.LIOLJ]-
C‘E”‘ i”lﬁ“j [“ CUH""E 151 'h . JszrS (} L‘I 3-~---{0
deliver us {tom it’s pu ;fm,.;a,w andd tiraldom

&

and to rcltore uvs w ;ur v, argnry, ond | }.us.
But as peitacr of tieke thin s cun be poliviicd

‘-.

by us, fo iong as we ¢enviine i the pr "‘? ce of
FviL; we, fhrreic, Ciuu..l“ﬂ that the reiiglon

- -

We Drogis, CInndt f'r'.ve asiy Cfi‘fffi‘.’fc.’fm.f?fc? to

Vics; but {orbids our induizence of it, 1
thought, weid, and deed,

L’l

Our L ord affs wies us, he did not come to
abrogare the mwiil law, but to enforce on us,
an o.., ervonce of iUs 5 precopts.|
nd b apeitolic authority, we are informed,

2: ~ave himtell {for us,” not only
¢ o redeem US rom all iui:_uizy,”-—--the con-
Gemnrnen dus o Lo,-—--but 4 to pl:lll}f unto

himnfeil a pea 1-:11‘ : “ﬁﬁ]t_} v"ho fhould be Zed-

Contrition

Lrh. av. 23, t Tit. n1. g, T Eph. 1. 8,
T lul VLI, j Mat. v. 17. q Tit 1. 14.
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~ Contrition of heart, for fin;* an admiflioi
into the Church of Chnift, by bapuftin;} the
commemoration of his death and pafiion, 1n
the manner prefcribed by him;3” “his rJur-
rection,§ and mediatortal charadter 1 heaven;|)
the immortality of cur {ouls** and refurreéticn
of our own bodies;1 the judgment of the
world by the divine Saviour of men, who will
£ l'endu' unto every man, according to his
works, 17 and difpenfe everlafting and 1ncon-
cewab‘e jappinets to the l‘lﬂhteous, and un-
cealing and intolerable mifery to the wicked:§§
Thefe alfs, are particulars which pertain to
Chriftianity, that I have time only to name.

Bur it is to #o purpofz we are informed of
thefe things, unleis we believe them.

« p/ithoat Favr,” 1t s faid, 1t is impof=
fible to pieale God; for he that comceth to
Him, muil believe that he 1s, and that he 1s a
rewarder of theie who di lr‘mml feek him.Jjj”
Saiat Paul required < of the Jews, and alio
of the Greeks, repentance towards God, and

t.;i’

¥Farrs in our Lor d Jeius Chrift,**
Cur

* Matt, iii, 2. t Ibid xxvill 19. 1 Ibld vevi. 26,
§ Imd xxviu. 6. | ticb. vii. 25, PN

Xxiil. 4.3. ++ Matt, v. 28, 29, i Rev. xae. 2,
Alts x. 42, §§ Matt. xxv. 34, 41, il lieb. s 64
¥ AL XX, 21,
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Our Saviour himfelf affures us, unlefs we
'n him, or recerve the (chre.,, We CANnot
, 's Dblefiings; for ¢¢ he that
chizf:'.::‘fb i ! be damned.{”
As i?:.i 13 attawnable exly  through
Ci f;,., of #e u;,rf;., thereiore, thole who :r'rya.ﬂ
his difpeniation of grace, maf be configied ver

to g;h-;*dul:i‘ :::5::-

particl

B-‘JT 73] ffrf::ﬂ.r 1 tne freth, that not any
PpeiyLil F;u;f,..rf‘f Fartz in the Ggfped thall be
Jzzed, R ai tLereby he bfiCD""lt‘S reconciled to
Gop, and deveted to nis Jervice: Unlels alio,
he obtfains L:e';lzf Fifcation of fouls renovalion of
Lzait, througn the operation of the divin::
Soirit ; or a dipofitioa of mind, capable of.

celeftizl joys.

For 1t is declared, that ¢ Chnilt will be the
author of cternal {zlvation endy to thez who
chey vim 3§ ----that * except we are berir again,
we cannot enter into the kingdom of God ;84
that ¢ witdent belmefs no man fhail fee the
Lerd,” 4nd thar though our faith 1a Chritd is
o powerful as to enable us to werk miracles,

1 1t ] is iuk pr o Zive of ng:m:ﬁ. _fJ CI acccili
panizd by a fi‘e of wadiffembled gocdnc/s, it witl;

i
e T I T et o A o R o e ———
U AR B b W < 1Y
'?' 113.’...11'-. :"L'i'- I'LP'I I -.-‘I.'l-l--] F g I:I S' I.I.L-}r vl 9.
§o Rt N
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inno forty be availsble to our Jalzation®: buf
ﬂc’P?‘tf/:i us lower in the gn[ab of perditiont.
When, taerefore, in the holy Scripturcs,
{alvation is promifed to the perfon poﬁcffc‘,d ot
{atth in Cnriu. we mit conclude 1t is fuch
Farrd enly as < wurks by Love®;” is the pa-
reat of a fincere and univerfal obfervance of all

the divine precepis;---or is attended by all zbcfe

f_’ﬁéﬁs which the Goipel was defligned to have
on us.

1o hope for the friendthip of God, while
we L]!f(.ldlm his authority ,--——-falvatlon thmugh

Chrift, when we do not comply with the con-
. - F ol ' - . o
dittons of the Goipel; or fer the enjoyments of
Heaven, while our hearrs are polluted by fin,-—~ -
woiud be as irraticaal, as futle, as it would be
to expect that God would work muracles, to in-
dulgz us in il 01‘ that we fheuid behold the

lm*lt_, if Llu)l‘lvﬂ.l of the organs of vifion !

LTHAUGH it is molt reafonable we fhould
oficr to cur Alighty Creator and divine be-~
nedactor, the oblation of cur hearts .—.-and
thonzh Chriitianity 1s calculated to deliver us
fiom infamy and wory anud 1o cxaltus to honour
and novincds,-~-how often are it’s benefits re-

-.J' ‘_. 1 :’
v!—iLvi—L-
D How
S L s ARG r A B
¥ 3 Cor. o2 Tones e 25. + wlm X, 21

Ihid xo. 250 Luse aill gg. 1 Gal. v,
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How mmany are there, even of thofe pra-.
fefling to revere this difpenfation of mercy;
who live regsrdlefs of its precepts; and who;
in their actions with men, are {o far from
“ doing as they would be done unto,”---that
no feelings of humanity ;---no fenfe of honour,
nor any fear of divine vengeance ;----nor any
thing but prefent PUNISHMENT, can divert them
from acts of difhonefty, barbarity, and flagrant
impiety ?

We therefore perceive the neceffity of buman

GoverNMENT, and the propriety of the command
to “ nonour THE Kinc:”

[

Which injunction; we are next to regard.

As government is intended to aid virtue,
and difcountenance vice; to preferve order,
decorum and juftice among men, and to ad-
vance their happinefs,---can it be imagined it
- would be pleating to the Almighty governor
of the world to obferve thofe, who, by his
Providence, and in fubordination to him*, are
entrufted with the powers of government,---to
subvert thefe powers tor the purpofes of Evit ;---
to be,---NOT “ a terror to evil doers and 2
praile to thofe who do wellt,” but the rever/e;
or, not 2 BrLessing, but 2 Curse to Man-
KIND ? N

if

] :

f_ 1 Peter 11. 14, 4+Rom. X113, 3 4» T
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If the God of Juftice dif:pproves of, and
will punifb, the deeds of CrueLTY, TYRANNY
or OpwressioNn of MacisTraTis, fhould not
thofe, whole SERVANTS they fbould be, manifeft

alfo, in a proper manner, their difapprobation of
fuch conduét?

SuouLp SusjecTs only be under controul, and

Kinca, or Gavernors be lawlefs ;----be in-

vefted with power, which, at pleafure, they

may employ, to the 1wjury of zbgfe for whole
BENEFIT it was committed to them ?

SuowLp citizens paffively fubmit to #/legal,
unrsghieons government ¢

Such fubmuffion is not demanded, neither by
realon, juftice, wifdom nor religion,

And as fuch paffivity would be to infliét mi-~
fery on ourfelves, and to give countenance ta
vice, it would, therefore, be moft offenfive to,
that Gob who “ loveth righteoufnefs and hateth,
iniquity™,” |

Unjuft  oppofition to government 1S, Un-
queftionably, very ¢riminal ;---but to difcoun«
genance, to abolifh TyrRANNY, is an exalted Vir-
TUE: And facred Hiftory mentions, that the
unrighteous Epicrs of Kines were difregarded
Oy men the moff eminent for Piery,

D2 Sha.drach%

et g S Pl sy,

3 Efal- Xi‘_"n 71
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E— d Ch 1\1‘_1.;3{:1, aﬂd ‘CID“{IHEC"O f.(_n[:‘
example,. 7¢/i#fed 10 worfhip the Image zprmr:d
by T\}:EUCHAD\:EZAR, and 1n terms moeft expli-

Cif and peremprory.
¢ Be 1t nown to thee, O Kinr""f {aid thcy_

10 mm, ¢ that we Jffv"mf ferve tln Gods, nor
worinip e golden image Whlul thou hau ]EL
UPJ&. »»

Though 1he ce cree that required this ﬁ&ion,l
Was ..\‘7"""'"*’L rﬁpbﬂ'r ci:t 1o the Ce; fffn.:’!"h of the l Hg-
dem ci Babsy lon, the A !I""‘Hihﬂ' m"ih.fc{}ed h:s
crz-cietici of the condult of thefe perfons, on
this -occafion, by delivering them fom the
power of the famest =,
VY 1iat ;f:?"r"{'I'E mgandates were iffued by Frcrm
Prixces, for the fupprefiion of Chr lﬂlﬂmt}’ ¢
Eut how were they dijvbeyed by vaft. rum-
bers of primitive Chriflia ns, at the expence of
e

n orh

Jq'

"Fven b:w'r PETER biinfe !F, who rcqmr'es tQ
f¢ Bohdur the King,”---when, by humgn au-
thorizy ferbidden to ¢ teach tn the namie of
Jefus,” replizd, cc vmrthf:r 1t be right to ¢dey
Mzy, rather than ' Gob, j¢ dﬂ'é')‘—"g )

Savr was ¢ faii for his lrarfzrefions,” and
his kingdom #ansferred to Davio], And how

fre~
* Doniel i 13, + Thid verfe 27. i Vide the
?ccicﬂﬁlcal Hilorv of Eufebius Pamphilus, § Adtsive
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frequently did tne Avrmicury m:mr f; hks.
dz/}[wﬁzre againit the Kincs of [fiael and . Fu-
f’.:zb when they 2iolated his laws, and b:::amﬂ_
as SCOURGLS to their SUBJLcTs?

Must the King enfy be bénonred ?

Loes the Apoltle difconntenance each form of
GOVERNMENT, except the regaf 2----This can-
not be pretended.

The Almighty hath lefe mankind to EUJO,JC
Sfuch modes of' cgovernment as they fhail conceive
will moft conduce to their Happiness; accord-
inglv, various fcrms of gdovernment have ob-
mmcd 1n different ages and COURLIies j---even
the JEws were o'overned by JUDUES", 2s well

as by Kings, and_, at one pericd, by a Pro-
PHETESST,

Tue njunétion to bewcur the King, is {o far
from afoﬂ:;}g mankind, wiibent fj/ﬁ(?}!fﬁ', to
fuffer the FrTTErs of SLAVERY 10 be riverted-
on them, that it exnjeiizs men to preferve invip~
late from Usurprartion or Tyranxy, both 1n-
TERNAL and EXTERNAL, that Cefrizution of Go-
vernment, they have made choice of, whatever
may be 1ts mode,-~-until by them it fhall be a/-

fired, or changed for a different forin,

And

& ]udgcs i, 16, &¢. 7 Ibid v, s
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And it may be {aid, T conceive in the utmof
exient of tae expreflion, that the King is duly
bonsured,---when we do thus ;---when alfo, by
our indufiry and virtue, we contribute to the
pielparsty of the cemmunity ;---when we are obe-

d:ent 1o 1v’s laws,---and defray, with chearful-
zefs, our propertion of public expences.

Havivc fhewn what it is to < bonour the
Kzug,”---1 proceed to confider the command,
to & bonsur all Men.”

Tuz whole world of mankind, may be re-
garded as c¢ue exteifive Society. And as the
God ot beneficence witheth the felicity of all his
creatures, why fhould not we rejoice in each
other’s welfare ?

As we were formed Dy the fzme Almighty
power ;---as we proceeded from the faime com-
men Parent,--“ God having made of one blood
a!l pations of men®;”----as we are fupported
bv the fsize hand cof bounty, and preferved by
thc Jjzuzz kind Providence,---wheiefore fhould’
we not regard each buman Being as a Fellopw-
C:iiizen ;---be afietionately difpofed towards
him ;---defirous to advance his happinefs,----

guly ro ¢ bouorr him as a Men ?

A Beng
e N P - S ———

* Als xvi. 26.



A Bezﬂg created, even ¢ al ter the Imace of
Gop ;"*---and, thoufrh degraded by f{in, pol-

efled of properties vat’cly fupermr to any other
creature on earth ¢

A Being, deemed not unworthy the astention
and minifiration of Ancevrs of boling/s!

A Being, whom even the Son of Gop Z?Jﬁ;y'fff
hath deigned to wetice, and to whom he hatli
given the higheft teftimony of his arFecTION !

And a Bemg, when delivered from the er-
recTs of EviL, capable of {ferving, worfhiping
and enjoying Gop for ever !

Suary the brutal creation generally live in

harmony and peace among themfclves, and
rational CREATURES DE pr@mg upon each
other; and withold that tribute of Honour, {0

forcibly enjoined by juftice, realon, and
divine authority !

Shall a diverfily enly of fituation ; language; .
cuftoms; mannérs, be deemed a fuffcicit

CAUSE to deprive one another of the blefling’
of life, and even life itfelf ?

Is not fuch condus? moft reproachful ; mofk
{inful ?

And is it not to be deplored, that nesther
the advancement of fcience ; nor politenefs of
Manners;

YT O TR Y s ——

* Genefis 1. 27
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raannors; ner the principles of religion, hav

YET cauied fucir prailice to be EXTINCT, even
1 tae CHRISTIAN WORLD ?

L]
i1
,.
-~
h"

O Masoxry 1-—-[‘1“‘? f..‘"'*‘f""é’?l"(?z art 1t'S P e-

certs of wniver/al berzvelance with thofe of th
GosrzL ?
I"i - [

And kew do the principles of this Fraternity;
: f Chniflianivy, segrere that man-

3 1

Lind, fhcuid not caly,---“fear God;”---¢“ Ho-
our the hing,” and “ hoepour ali mien,”----
tl [ ﬂullU}

¢« ] ove Tuz BreTHER-1I0CD.”

o the periormance of this duty, how for-
ar? Qur o, o fions ?

LCh cup ﬁ. ?‘cr..:fr,:r tnat onligeth us to honour
woiy, enjuins us alfo to [sve the Brothes-

Thouzh mark: 0, as meH, are ?;';W'Z)r coin-
effed viith caf‘*‘ or ory as Chrifitans ~--LOW 15;-

svy = o -!-u-'-ln .~

imate, indeed 18 thawr wiion 2

Jume of divine truths ?

20 tnev notpafith fon E'-fz.:pf, wres of wirtue,
E—id_;'f *_::.J' i{‘j: !fu_;-c. ..“""' e

£ATe thev not Siomed, fuadifiod, and con-
clee Svons figve divipe Seakar ! |

1# | N = - - oy, s - lI-E- - Y b -y
Vo toev rot combar the jome Foos 2--- And,
n *
L

1N il Cohilicls with evud, are they nor fir-
toined
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wained by the faime Power? Have thev hot
the fare oBjecTs of pursuiT, the fzme HOPES
and FEaRrS?

Have they not the fame INCENTIVES to v ce!
in VIRTUE; the fame cavusk for GRATIT' DE
and LOVE ¢

May they not be regarded as BrancuEes of
the fame ving, which bring forth the fame
FRUIT ?%---And a5 prassencers on the famse
octaN of TiMmEe, folicitous to enter into the
Jame HAVEN of everlaffing rEsST ¢ ‘_

How frequently are they called on, by the
voice of heavenly authority, to exercife towards
cach other fraternal arrecTiON ?

«“ A new commandment,” fays Chnift, “1
give unto you, that ye love cize another o1

This command 1s faid to be #ew, by reafon
1t was inforced on Chriftians from a new motive
to ebedience,---the confideration of CurisT’s
LOVE /l6wards THEM ; “ love ONE ANOTHER,
faid he, ¢ ay I kave loved you'§

“ Be kindly affeftionated one to another,” {aich
Saint Paul, ¢ with brecherly Love, 1n honour

pretering one another; and let love be with-
out diffimulation.”§

B ™ iyt e M = e e

©* John xv. 1. + Ib. xiii, 34. I Ib, xv. 12,
§ Rom. xi1. 9, 10, |

NN i) c Tf
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t If ye fulfil,” faith Saint James, ¢ the royal

law, according to the Scripture, thou fhalt
lgve thy neighbour as thyfelf, ye do well.”’*

« See,” {aith another Apoftle, ¢ that ye
love one cnother with a pure beart fervently.”’t
Have coszpaffion one of another; bé pitiful; be
courteons.”’

<«« et us love,” {aith Saint john, * not in
word ; neither in tongue ; but in pEED and in
TRUTH.”§

Is not every temper of mind and pratticé
cppofite 10 LOVE, forbidden 2---

¢« He that bateth his brother,” we read, ¢ 1s
a murtherer.’| |

We are exhorted to ¢ lay afide all malice,
and guile, and envy and evil fpeaking ¢ to
diveft ourfelves of ¢ ewrath, anger and cla-
mour :"** and neither to defpife,tt nor unjuftly
to judgz £1 our brother : nor, in any fort, to
« render evi! for evil; railing for railing;
but, contrariwife, Jlgffing;§§”---to love even
our enemies, ||} and to lefs our perfecutors. (g

WiLt not the being dewvoid of love to the

* Jam. ii. 8. 4+ 1 Pet, 1. 2z,  11Ib, 11 8.

§ 1 John 1. 18. | Ib. v. 8. ¢ 1 Peti.di. 14
** Eph. iv. 31.  $f Rom. xiv. 10. 11 Matt. vii. 1.
§§ 1 Pet. 1i1. 9. {j|| Matt. v. 44. €€ Rom. xu. 14.

brothers
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brotherhood, be an undubitable teftimeny,
that {uch proﬁ:ifors of Chriftianity are defti-
tute of its {pir1t

«t By 2bhis,” fays our Lord, ¢ fhall all men
know that ye are my dilciples, if ye love one
another.”’™®

It i1s faid, that < he who Joveth not his
BroTHER, is #0f of Gob:T”----And that the
love of God dwelleth #of in him, who is pol-
fefled of this world’s goods, and feeth his

brother in diftrefs, and dozb #e¢ minifter to his
wants.

How did our Saviour and his holy Apoftles,

exemplify their precepts of charity, in their
lives and in their death ¢

How careful were the primitive Chriftians,
in general, to ‘¢ maintain good works,§” and
particularly, to ¢ /sve as BRETHREN ||?”

So diftinguifbed were they for the praltice of
this Dury, that their very perfecutors, on be-
holding thetrdeeds of benevolence, were{initten
with aftonithment, and with admiration ex-

claimed, ¢¢ Se¢ bow thefe Chriftians love one
another I

Bur whither hath this virtue fled ?----How
few are duly obfervant of the {acred injuntion

I ——— =k o e w o T E e e

* Johnxiii. 3. + 1 John iit. 10. 1 Ib. v. 17.
§ T, il 8. | 1 Peter 1ii. S.

E 2 hefore
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<t Tf ye fulfil,” faith Saint James, ¢ the roy al
law, accordmg to the Scripture, thou fhalt
Iove thy neighbour as thyfelf, ye do well,’*

<« See,” faith another Apoftle, ¢ that ye
lcve one cucther with a pure beart fervently.”§
Have coizpaffien one of another ; be pitiful; be
courteons.”’ T

<« et us fove,” faith Saint john, not in
word ; neither in tongue ; but in DEED and in

TRUTH.”

Is not every temper of mind and practice
oppofite 10 LOVE, forbidden ?---

<« He that bateth his brother,” we read, ¢ is
a muriberer.’ || |

We are exhorted to ¢ lay afide all malice,
and guile, and envy and evil fpeaking "¢ to
{’wqﬂ ourfelves of  wrath, anger and cla-
mour " and neither to defpife,{1 nor unjuftly
to judge IT our brother + nor, in any fort, to
“ render evil for evil; railing for railing;

but, contrariwife, bleffi hg;§§”--—-t.0 love even
our eneinies,||| and to blefs our perfecutors. ¢

WiLL not the being deveid of love to the

* Jam. 1. 8. + 1 Pet. 1. 22, 1 Ib, 1. 8.
§ 1 John 11, ¥3. | Ib. v. 18, q 1 Pet: 1. 1
** Eph. iv. 31.  ff Rom. xiv. 10,  {f Matt. vit. 1.

§§ 1 Pet. il g, |Ilj Matt, v. 44+ ¢/ Rom. xuL. 14
brother-



( 35 )

brotherhood, be an undubitable teftimeony,
that fuch profeflors of Chriftianity are defti-
tute of its {pirit ?

«« By #bis,” {avs our Lord, ¢ fhall all men
know that ye are my difciples, #f ye love one
gnother.’™

It is {aid, that < he who Joveth wnot his
BroTHER, 15 #0¢ of Gop:1”----And that the
love of God dwelleth #of 1n him, who is poi-
fefled- of this ‘world’s goods, and feeth his

brother in diftrefs, and dotb not minifter to his
wants.

How did our Saviour and his holy Apottles,
exemplify their precepts of charity, in theit
lives and 1in their death ¢
How careful were the primitive Chriftians,
in general, to ‘¢ maintain good works,§”’ and
particularly, to ¢ /ove as BRETHREN |27
So, diftinguifbed were they for the practice of
this Duty, that their very perfecutors, on be-
holding theirdeeds of benevolence, were {mitten
with aftonithment, and with admiration ex-

claimed, ¢ See how thefe Chrifiians love one
another I”’

BuT whither hath this virtue fled ?----How:
few are duly obfervant of the facred injunction

Y R Y T et et e

* John xiii. 35. + 1 John 1il. 0. 1 Ib. v, 17,
§ Tit, 1, 8, | 1 Peter 1i1, §.

| E 2 before
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before us ?----How manv fuffer a "différesce in
religicus SENTIMENT oxly, to feclude this godlike
VirTur from their Breasrs?

Nav; for this trivial cenfe, how have many
of thofe, who have prefumed to  name the
name of Chrift,” been filled with Anwcer,
Harzep and Mavice, and every evil principle,

axainit each other?—And, what CrerpuuiTy
iefelf can Jeareely believe, how have they em-
biuzd their bands in oune anotber’s Broop ?

Weep, O VirTUg, weep! that the Spirrt of
the Gesper fhould have been fo /ittle under-
frood or regarded!----That the MaLice of
SaTaw, hach thus triwmpbed over the Love of
]ESHS*----THat CurisTianiTy hath thus be-
come, to many, an zihappine/s and not a

ez,

BUT Masoxs know #ot ANY CONTENTION On
account of a diverfity of religions oprinions.
Tbew appear, with wifdom, to have adopted
the fentiments of an eminent philofopher of
virtue ;‘*’*--.- «« That thgfe are the rea/ HEerk-
TICS, WNQ JIUe LIVES of ImprieTy.”

And, without derogating from the pmlfe due
To fﬂfc"?c? (.HRISTIA\S,—-——and it is hoped and
belicved there are many of this charater among
us 3---may it not be {faid, with iruth, that

-

i1ascys, in general. are _wﬁl}f_ dli’cmgulﬂled for.

their LOVE to the BROTHERHOOD ?

e T o S taat L N P T v P i .
o blh I;.a.ﬂ-\.. }‘un.’ﬂl - -Vide hiS Hfﬁ-

When
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- 'When they behold a BrRoTHER in AFFLIG-
TioN, 1n whatever NaTioN he received his
irth, or In what RELIGION focver he was edu-
cated,---how do they baften to his reL1EF, if he
onLy  fears God and works righteoufnefs.”
dow elevated 18 juch virTUE ?---How. dea
[feiviitg PRAISE 1S fuch PHILANTHROPY ¢

Butr I will not pafs thofe encomiums on
Masonry, which, 1n this refpect, 1 conceive
it juftly entitled to, leaft 1 fhould 1ncur invi-
dious refleCtions from fome who may be pre-
Jf:dzced againft this fociety ; #nacquainted with
its mfhtutmn, or #Hiifor med of the conduét of
the brotherhood, in this particular;---but bég;
leave.to put a periad to this difcourfe, by ad-
drefling thofe two defcriptions of perfons who
Compofc this audience.

AnD firff, permit me to folicit the attention
of you,

GENTLEMEN OF THE MasoNic ORDER.

ArTERr an attentive perufal of the principles
of vour Conftitution which have been pub-
lithed, fuffer me to congratulate you on ac-
count of their FXCELLENCE !

Suffer me alfo to afk, whether, frequently,

and 1n ALL refpeits you recur to thefe PRIN-
CiPLES, and reduce their to PracTice ?

Doth
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Doth not Juch conpuct become you?

Upon your duly revering the laws of your in-
fhtunon, doth not your own honour depend
and, in fome degree, with thofe acquainted
with you, the honaur alfo of the whole frater=
nity ?

ARrEe you defirous to preferve the reputation
of the truly ancient and honourable Society of
which you are Members ?

Should you not therefore, be éxtremely at-
tentive to the charafiers of thofe whom you
thall admit into your infent Lodge 5---that they
are perfons, who, among other qualifications
required for the en_]oyment of 'this priviledge,
are poffefied of *¢ honour and honcﬁy, in-
duftry, economy and temperance; pati¢nce,
meeknefs and felf-denial; humanity and bene-
volence ; that they are good citizens; of {uffi-
cient age ; capable of mal\mcr proficiency 1in
the royal art; free from mahce and that can-
not be charged with profane nor evil language ;
and that they believe in God; worfhip him,
and make the precepts of the moral Law the
rule of their lives and converfations® §”

And fhould you not alfo maintdin a priper
[pirit of difcipline in your LobDge?----Particu-

L

. ~

* Vide the Conflitution of Mafonry, before referred to,
larly
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iaﬂy thould a Mem'ber' of 1t be guﬂty of the
practice of any impiety, and, notwithftanding
your good counlel, continue unreclaimed,--~-

fhould he not be fufpended the priviledge of
your Brotherhood, until he fhall return to 2
fenfe of dutyy?

For will not mankind in general, whether
Juft or not Jo, ever form an eftimate of the na-
ture of Mafonry, from the conduét of thofe who
are Members of the Society ?”

~ ARE you calumniated by any who, through
ignorance, or unjuft information, entertain un-
favourable ideas of your Order ?---

Revile not fuch perfons ; but convince them
by the propriety of your a&ions, that Free-

Mafonry 1s not an 1inftitution of Vice, but of
Virtue!” |

Axp remember Sirs, you aré Chrifftian:
Mafons '-----That you are under obligations
numerous and moft facred, to make confriencé
of all your deeds, and fo to live, that, in truth,

you may---fear God ;--~honour the Govern-

W

+ When a perbn is admitted into the order of Mafonry;
he 1s ever confideted as a Mafon, his chara&er as fuch
being indefeafible ; he may, however, be {ufpended from

the enjoyment of the privileges of the Fraternity, Vide
Conftitution of Malonry.

ment;--«



( 40 )

mént ;---honour all men, and love your Chrif-
fian and Mafonic Brafbe; hoods !

How manvy have there been who have done
bongur to Chiifiianity and Mafeiry ;---who have
been Chrifticn Majfons 1ndeed ?

With what pleafure do vou reflect on their.
richteous Examples I---How thould vou Dbe CXe
cited to tread 1n their feps of virtue!

Axp whither havf: thefe {teps condulted
them ¢

Are they lodged in that Temple reared by
the zi’];;znggf Architest himfelf ?

Do they now ¢n JOY virtue, knowledge and
Jociety in perfeition ¢

Is every iear wiped from the eyé i#*---And
will they thus be for ever bleft?

Do you not contemplate their extatick joys
with rapture I---Do yoeu not wifh to join_this
orand fociery ?

But how mortifving; how unhanpy would it
be, thould vcu be deemed unworthv ef edmit-
1aice into this place of bonour, glory and felicity;
and be doov.ed to {pend eternal ages h that ha-

“’bl"anon which 1s perfet deformity and wret-
chediels 3 and with feciety depraved; infamous
and miferable beyond concepiion !

Rev. xxi. 4.
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Lir < pure and undefiled religion” there-
fore, bé yours !

A& up to the dignity of your charafter, as
quam, and Chriftians !---And be animated
with a noble ambition to be of the number of
thole, of thele proteflions, who fhall be the
moft d1{’c1ngulﬂ;ed {or wirtue and kﬂowledge,
glory and felicity !

May the God of wildom and goodnefs prof-
per you 1n the puifuit of every thing wife
and good !

Mdy your Lodge be as a Semninary for the pro-
motion of knowledge, virtue and benevolence!

May you bé dlefings to each other and to
mankind 1n general !

And may your facred union of ?elfgwn, wif-
dom and love, be greatly confolidated bere; and

perfefted hereafter |

SuouLD not thofe of us, who are not of this
Fraternity, felicitate ourfelves on the Divinity of
our Religion 2---That the forndation of our moft
holy ¢ Brotherbood,” was fixed when the world
was formed,* and by inhaite wifdom, power
and Jove 2+ ‘L'har © fefus Chriff himielf, being
its chief corner flone,” ] it thall not, on earth,

—wm‘mm

* Rev. xii, 8, 4 1 Cor. 1. 9. 1 Eph. 1L zo.
G be
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be diffolved, but with time itfelf * and that the
worthy Members of it, in a future ftate, ¢ be-
ing fitly framed together,” fhall be regarded,
indeed, as an “* holy” and everlafting Temple,
for the habitation of God through the Spirif £

BuT are we, ¢ as lively ftones,” proper to be
incorporated into this ¢ {piritual Houfe 2]

Or, to difcontinue the fimile, are we Chri/-
fizns, indeed ? | |

Do we fo fear God, as, with ftedfaftnefs, to
believe his dodrine; and, with fipcerity,
from principle, from affetion to revere his
precepts ¢ - ,
~ With firmnefs do we truft in his veracitys---
Do we werfhip him in ““in {pirit and in truth;”
love him fupremely, and offer him the obla-
tion of our hearis ? )

Senfible of the defilement of {in ;---that nof
ary thing but the blood of .Chrift can cleanfe
us from 1ts peliution, have we repaired to this
¢ fountain, opened for {in and uncleannefs ;”§
and, by the hand of faith, are we cleanfed from
finful imyurits 2

Arc our bearts renovated through the energy
of the divine Spiric 2---Have ¢ old things”;

* Matt, xvi. 18. 4 Eph. i. 21, 22, 1 Pet. ii. &

..L"
$ Zeck, xut. 1,

eyil
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evil difpofitions and practices, ¢ paft from us ¥
And have ¢ all things;”. our tempers and af-
fetions; hopes and fears purfuits, defires
and enjoyments,---* become new ?"’*

Are we fo ¢ in Chrnift Jefus,” that we are
« new Creaturest;” ¢ born of God||?’----Do
our aétions teltify our heavenly extratt f---Are

we duly attendant on the performance of each
relative duty 2”7

*“ Do we bonour our GOvERNMENT ¢ |
With freedom do we contribute to it’s fup~
port, and regard it’s juft laws f----- Are we

citizens of 1nduﬂry and economy ; virtue and
patriotiim ? -

¢ Do we bononr arL Men ;--~exercife jultice
and humanity towards thém,: and properly.
refpelt their perfons; not {uffering any adven-
titious circumftance to occafion ourielves, un-
juftly, to become their foes:? =

4
v S

Awp, in a particular manner, are we, 1n
effefion, attached to the Brotherbood
~ Isour Chriftian charity moft-diffufive ?---Does
our  Love extend to aLL the Saintsy,” Dy

2 2Cor.v. 17, ¢ Ib. | 1 John 1. g.
§ Col. 1. 4. .

G n whatr:
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whatever tenets or appellations diftinguithed ;
or in wnar modc {oever they perform rellgzous
worinip 7 - '

Are we free from 2 fp'r:t cf bigotry, preju-
dice 2nd haued “tn our.chriflian brethren ?---
And, in our afiection towards them, do we
riie fuperior te the diftinction of names ;---of
{eé: and pariy 2.

Havpv are tholfe who can anfwer thefe in-
tories 1o the affirmative |

SE};E not fuch pﬂrfms perfevere 1n - < well
coing™ ;” .covet’”” the higheft attainments
in g acet, and be emulous to furpafs each other
hriftian parfetion?

=
(‘;

How foon will their oraces and pleafures of
virtue be perfected 2

How ipeedily will theu' c*nﬂl& wrth fin and
SE tafl C¢ ﬂ.f,f e LT

And how brilliant ar‘d « upfading”. will be:
the < Crown of ij,’ with v.:....icl hey thall
be mve‘thT? LA -‘

Har ha ADPPY: dav‘ that thall ufher them into
the aijionsof cf-le&mi biifs; that fhall-perfeitiy
ar:d for ever unite them in /ove and Lappliefs
1"_‘::1 €2ch mher, and with the bleft Society

Love

2 Ny =B

———_;-p-m:"“_':}!ﬂ-rjc;-m—'——;—:.-
# Goloviog. 4 1 Coroxite 31, §'1 Peter v, 4.
O Re-
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O Religion! the friend of Man 1-===-the
greateft; beft gift of Heaven!

° What gratltude fhould pofle(s our hearts for

this divine favour ?---And if we regard our fe-

licity, ‘how thould we honour its precepts ?

~ ARk there any by whom thefe precepts have
been difregarded ; who are nominal Chriftians
only ; whofe whole lives have been a fmemn
mockery of God'?

Cax fuch ftill chufe to be a reproach to
Chriftianity .and themielves; to endure -the
pang: of guilt, and be.deprived of the _]O}TS of
virtue?

- Wherefore can they with _ﬁzll to provokc thc
Almghty to wrath ¢ .

Is it not owing to his great mercy the;r have
pot reevived the Ju[’c puniihinent of their deeds
of vice? | ' .

For wbat‘momentarv, finful enjoyments, -can:
they incline <o" relinquifb immortal- happinefs,
and endure everlefiing and inconceivable woe? -

AN eternity of mifery ’-——-Vever endmo' ex-
cructating puins ! '

How zh/lrppafmixle the ldeaP---—How Inx-

prefible the jolly of Vice ?----How great the
wifdoin of Virtue?

0 YE
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O ve of Irreligion \----if there are any fuch
prefent ;-----gratefully adore the Father of:
Mercies, that you are ftill in the world of
time | |

Hafte, O bafte! to deplore vour fins, and.to.
avail vourfelves of the divine clemency,

through faith in the divine atonement for hu-
man guilt !

YET, in this wey,----for your confolation it.
is mentioned,---*¢ with Ged there 1s mercy and
plenteoufnefs of redemption® ;’----<¢ the &lood
of Chriff” being fufficient. to ¢ cleanfe” the
believing. penitent, however criminal he hath
been, ¢ from ALL Sint.”

And, that you may obtain congueffi-over your
{piritual adverfaries, and parity of beart, cherifh.
the motions of the Holy Spirit;---devote fome
part of each dey to pious meditation ;----read:
diligently the divine word, and attend to 1t,
with ferigufuefs, when you thall hear it preached;
be frequent and fervent in devotion, and avoid:
the very.< appearance of evil” in thought, word,
and deed ! |

TuaT, by divine goodnefs, you may obtain,
through Carist, ¢ wifdom and righteoufnefs;
fandification and redemption ;”---be delivered;

e e e R ¥ L W tre—eeot it emth

* Pal. cxxx. 7. +1 John 1. 7. ’
rom
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from the ¢ffeffs of Vice, and enjoy the rewards
of Virtue ; will God Almighty of his infinite
mercy be gracioufly pleafed to grant it; for
the fake of the merits of the divine, cc)mpaf-
fionate Jefus; to whom with the Father and

Holy Ghott, three Perfons, but one God, be
the afcription of all honour and glory, ado-

ration and -praife, now, henceforth and for
ever!
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