
This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized  
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the  
information in books and make it universally accessible.

https://books.google.com

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=2BRgAAAAcAAJ




















fu

Tal
l
Co
be
r

on th
e

2

e.

Te num
era

tio
n

ofthe editi
on

whic
h

had been dood

the Scoo
n

Elk
en

is

Emon
d

rint
em

est in this field "

q

The ari
sni

i
airine kurut ketti

ng
relat

ion

Com
oro

s

al Pres
ton'

s
reco

ncil
iati

on

wit
h

i

me
et

boo
lye

C
e
m

7
7
6

.

5

7

P

r

e

s

t

o

n



1486. aaa8 .

ILLUSTRATIONS

OF

MASONRY

BY

WILLIAM PRESTON ,

PAST MASTER OF THE LODGE OF ANTIQUITY

ACTING BY IMMÉMORIAL CONSTITUTION .

/The man, whoſe mind on virtue bent,

Purſues fome greatly good intent

With undiverted aim ;

Serene, beholds the angry croud,

Nor can their clamours fierce and loud,

His ſtubborn honour tame. BLACKLOCK.

THE EIGHTH EDITION :

WITH ADDITIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS.

LONDON :

PRINTED FOR G. AND T. WILKIE ,

Nº 57, PATERNOSTER - ROW .

MDCCXCII..





2

TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE

LORD PETRE,

PAST GRAND MASTER

OF THE

ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE SOCIETY

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS,

THIS TREATISE

IS,

WITH THE GREATEST RESPECT,

INSCRIBED ;

BY

HIS LORD SHIP's

MOST OBEDIENT

SERVANT AND BROTHER,

WILLIAM PRESTON ,

A 2



16!

N

t
i
s



ADVERTISEMENT

то

THE PRESENT EDITION .

FROM the circumſtances that took place in

the Society in 1779, and the illiberal treat

ment which I then experienced, I never enter

tained an idea of extending this Volume be

yond its original fize . The editions publiſhed

fince that time, have undergone corrections and

alterations ; but the quantity of ſheets has not

been increaſed .

My reſtoration to the privileges of the Sou

ciety, in ſo reſpectable a manner, at the Grand

Feaſt in 1790 ; together with the gentlemen in

whoſe cauſe I had embarked ; has induced me

again to ſtep forward in promoting the purpoſes

of an inſtitution , to which I have ever been

warmly attached.

With this view I have conſiderably enlarged

the preſent Edition ; particularly in thoſe parts

which I conceived might be conducive to ge

neral inſtruction, conſidering that portion of

the Treatiſe as moſt effential.

A 3 I have



vi ADVERTISEMENT
.

I have added to the hiſtory two complete

Sections, in which the narrative of the prin

cipal tranſactions of the Society is continued to

the Grand Feaſt in 1791 .

To England alone, I have not confined my

detail , but have introduced the moſt remark

able events in Maſonry, under the Engliſh con

ftitution , on the Continent, as well as in India.

Neither has the progreſs of the Society in

Scotland eſcaped my attention ; for the pro

ceedings of the fraternity at laying the foun

dation - stone of the South Bridge of Edin

burgh , and of the new College in that city, are

minutely recorded .

To the poetical part, ſundry Odes, An

thems, and Songs, are added ; and others of

leſs importance expunged .

In ſhort, I have endeavoured to put the

finiſhing ſtroke to the preſent Treatiſe, the ſuc

ceſs of which has far exceeded its merit ; mnd

1hould the additions be conſidered real im

provements, I ſhall be amply gratified for the

pains I have taken.

Dean - ſtreet, Fetter -lane, W. P.

January 1 , 1792.



PREFACE.

THE
HE favourable reception this Treatiſe has

met with in the ſeveral Editions through

which it has paffed, encourages the Author to

hope that its appearance on a more enlarged

fcale, will not render it leſs deſerving the coun

tenance of his Brethren .

The Author would be wanting in gratitude to

his friends, were he not to acknowledge the

obligations he is under to many gentlemen for

ſeveral curious extracts, and the peruſal of many

valuable manuſcripts, which have enabled him

to illuſtrate his ſubject with greater accuracy and

preciſion.

This Tract is divided into Four Books. In

the Firſt, is included a Vindication of Maſonry ,

with a demonſtration of its excellency. In the

Second Book the Lectures of the different De

grees are illuſtrated, with occaſional remarks,

and a brief deſcription is given of the ancient

ceremonies of the Order. The Third Book con

tains the copy of a curious old Manuſcript on

Mafonry, with annotations, the better to ex

plain this authentic document of antiquity:

The Fourth Book is reſtricted to the hiſtory of

A 4
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viii P R E F A C E.

Maſonry, from its firſt appearance in England to

the preſent time, in the courſe of which are in

troduced the moſt remarkable occurrences of

the Society, both at home and abroad, with the

names of the patrons and protectors of the

fraternity at different periods. In this part of

the work, the Author has found it neceſſary to

make conſiderable additions. Throughout the

whole is interſperſed a number of explanatory

notes, containing a variety of intereſting and

well-authenticated particulars.

At the end is given a collection of Anthems

and Songs ; fome of which have never appeared

in any former publication . Theſe being occa

fionally introduced in our aſſemblies, tend greatly

to enliven the proceedings.

January ift, 1788.



INTRODUCTION.

WHO

HOEVER attentively conſiders the nature

and tendency of the maſonic inſtitution ,

muſt readily perceive its general utility. From

an anxious deſire to diſplay its value, I have been

induced to offer the following ſheets to the Pub

lic. Many reaſons might have with -held me

from the attempt ; my inexperience as a writer,

my attention to the duties of my profeſſion , and

the many abler hands who have treated the ſub

ject before me : yet, under all theſe diſadvan

tages, the perſuaſion of friends, added to a

warm zeal in the cauſe, have ſtimulated me to

riſk my reputation on the fate of my perform

ance..

When I firſt had the honour to be elected

Maſter of a lodge, I thought it proper to in

form myſelf fully of the general rules of the

Society, that I might be able to fulfil my own

duty, and officially enforce a due. obedience in

others. The various methods I adopted with

this view, excited in ſome of fuperficial know

ledge, an abſolute diſlike of what they condi

dered as innovations; and in others who were

better informed, a jealouſy of pre-eminence

which the principles of Maſonry ought to have

checkedA 5



INTRODUCTION.

checked. But notwithſtanding theſe diſcou .

ragements, I perſevered in my intentions of

ſupporting the dignity of the Society, and of

diſcharging with fidelity the truſt repoſed in me.

As candour and integrity, with a warm zeal,

uninfluenced by intereſt and unbiaffed by fa

vour, will ever ſupport a good cauſe, many of

my opponents (pardon the expreſſion ) were ſoon

convinced of their error , and not only ap

plauded, but cheerfully concurred in the execu

tion of my meaſures ; while others, of leſs libe

rality, ſecretly approved what their former de

clared opinions forbad them publicly to adopt.

This agreeable ſucceſs exceeding my moſt

ſanguine wiſhes, encouraged me to examine,

with more minute attention, the contents of our

various lectures. The rude and imperfect ftate

in which I found them , together with the diffi

culties I encountered in my ſearch after the va

riety of modes eſtabliſhed in our aſſemblies,

rather diſcouraged me in the firſt attempt : per

ſevering, however, in the deſign, I continued

the purſuit ; and with the aſſiſtance of a few

friends, who had carefully preſerved what ig

norance ' and degeneracy had rejected as unin

telligible and abſurd , I diligently fought for,

and at length happily acquired, ſome of the an

cient and venerable landmarks of the Order.

2 This
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INTRODUCTION.

This fortunate acquiſition increaſed my in

duſtry, and induced my friends to join me in

exemplifying the beauty and utility of the ma

fonic ſyſtem , and correcting the irregularities

which had inſenſibly crept into our aſſemblies.

We therefore fully determined to profecute our

deſign of effecting a general reformation.

To revive the wife charges and uſeful regula

tions of Maſonry, which inattention had ſuffered

to fink into oblivion , was the firſt ſtep we purſued

at the commencement of our plan.

Directed by an affiduous ſtudy and careful

peruſal of thoſe charges, we eſtabliſhed them as

the baſis of our work. To imprint on the me

mory a faithful diſcharge of our duty, we re

duced the more material parts of our ſyſtem into

practice, and proſecuted our inquiries after ſtill

more uſeful knowledge.

To encourage others to join in our under

taking, we obſerved a general rule of reading, or

ordering to be read, one ormore of theſe charges

at every regular meeting, and of offering our ſen

timents in elucidation of ſuch particular paſſages

as ſeemed obfcure. By theſe means many uſe

ful hints were offered, which we gradually im

proved, till we ſucceeded in bringing into a con

nected form the ſeveral ſections of which the

three lectures of Maſonry are compoſed .

A6 The



INTRODUCTION

The progreſs daily made by our ſyſtem point

ing out the neceſſity of obtaining the ſanction

of our patrons, ſeveral brethren, gentlemen

of acknowledged honour and integrity, joined

us ſome years ago in an application to the moſt

reſpectable members of the Society for their

countenance and protection ; and we ſo far hap

pily fucceeded, as not only to obtain the wiſhed

for ſanction, but to ſecure the promiſe of future

affiftance and ſupport. Since that time our plan

has been ſo generally approved , as to be univer

ſally admitted as the baſis of our Moral Lec

tures , and to that circumſtance the preſent

publication owes its ſucceſs.

To conclude. Having thus ventured to ap

pear in vindication of the ceremonies, and in

ſupport of the privileges, of Maſonry, I ſhall

be happy to be conſidered a feeble inſtrument in

promoting its proſperity. If I continue to meet

with the approbation of my brethren, and ſuk

ceed in my expectation of giving the world a

favourable idea of the inſtitution , I ſhall attain

the full completion of my wifhes ; and if my

hopes are fruſtrated, I ſhall ftill indulge the not

unpleaſant reflection , of having exerted my beſt

endeavours in a good cauſe.

January ift, 3-88 . W.P.
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OF

M A SONRY.

BOOK I.

A VINDICATION OF MASONRY, INCLUDING A

DEMONSTRATION OF ITS EXCELLENCY.

SECTION I.

Reflections on the ſymmetry andproportion diſplayed

in the works of Nature, and on the harmony and

affection which ſubſist among the various ſpecies

of beings of every rank and denomination .

WHO

HOEVER reflects on the objects that

ſurround him, will find abundant rea

ſon to admire the works of Nature, and to

adore the all-ſupreme Being who directs ſuch

aſtoniſhing operations : he will be convinced,

that infinite wiſdom could alone deſign , and

infinite power accompliſh, ſuch amazing works.

B Were
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Were a man placed in a beautiful garden,

would not his mind be affected with the moſt

exquiſite delight, on a calm ſurvey of its rich

collections ? Would not the groves, the grot

toes, the artful wilds, the flowery parterres,

the opening viſtos, ' the lofty caſcades, the wind

ing ſtreams, the whole variegated ſcene, awaken

his ſenſibility, and inſpire his ſoul with the moſt

exalted ideas ? When he obſerved the delicate

order, the nice ſymmetry, and beautiful diſpo

ſition of every part, ſeemingly complete in it

felf, yet reflecting new beauties on the other,

and nothing wanted to make one beautiful

whole, would not his mind be agitated with the

-moft bewitching ſenſations, and the view of the

delightful ſcene naturally lead him to admire

and venerate the happy genius of him who con

trived it ?

If the productions of art can ſo forcibly im

preſs the mind with admiration, with how much

greater aftoniſhment and reverence muſt we be

hold the operations of Nature ? On every hand

The preſents to view unbounded ſcenes of utility

and delight, in which divine wiſdom is moſt

ſtrikingly conſpicuous. Such ſcenes are indeed

too expanded for the narrow capacity of man

to comprehend ; yet, whoever contemplates the

geiieral ſyſtem , will eaſily perceive, from the

uniformity
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'uniformity of the plan, ample traces of an ori

ginal ſource, and be naturally directed to the

firſt cauſe, the grand author of exiſtence, the

ſupreme governor of the world, the one perfect

and unſullied beauty !

Beſide all the pleaſing proſpects that every

where ſurround us, and with which our ſenſes

are every moment gratified ; beſide the ſymi

metry, good order, and proportion, which ap

pear in all the works of creation, there is ſome

thing, farther that attracts the reflecting mind,

and draws its attention nearer to the Divinity

- the univerſal harmony and affection which

ſublift among the different ſpecies of beings , of

every rank and denomination . Theſe are the

cements of the rational world , and by theſe

alone does it fubfift .. When they ceaſe, nature

muſt be diſſolved , and man, the image of his

maker, and the chief of his works, be over

whelmed in the general chaos .

On a careful examination we ſhall find, that

in the whole order of beings, from the ſeraph

which adores and burns, down to the meaneſt

inſect, all , according to their rank in the ſcale

of exiſtence, have, more or leſs, implanted in

them, the principle of allociation with others

of the fame ſpecies with themſelves. Even the

moſt inconſiderable animals are formed into dif

ferentB 2
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ferent ranks and ſocieties for mutual benefit and

protection. Need we name the careful ant, or

the induſtrious bee ; inſects which the wifeſt

of men has recommended as patterns of unwea

ried induſtry and prudent foreſight ? When we

farther purſue our remarks, we ſhall find, that

the innate principle of friendſhip increaſes in

proportion with the extenſion of our intellectual

faculties ; and that the only criterion by which

a judgment can be formed , reſpecting the fu

periority of one part of the animal creation

above the other, muſt be, by obſerving the de

grees of kindneſs and good-nature in which it

excels.

If ſuch are the general principles which per

vade the whole creation, how forcibly muft

thofe leſſons predominate in the aſſemblies of

maſons, where civilization and virtue, under

the ſanction of ſcience and art, are ever moft

zealouſly cheriſhed ?



OF MASONRY. 5

SECT. II.

Friendſhip conſidered, with the advantages reſult

ingfrom it.

N °

O ſubject can more properly engage the

attention, than the humane and benevos

lent diſpoſitions which indulgent Nature has be

kowed upon the ' rational ſpecies. Theſe are

replete with the happieſt effects, and afford to

the mind the moſt agreeable reflections. The

breaſt which is inſpired with tender feelings,

is naturally prompted to a reciprocal intercourſe

of kind and generous actions.
As human na

ture riſes in the ſcale of things, ſo do the ſocial

affections likewiſe ariſe. When friendſhip is

firm and laſting, we enjoy the higheſt degree of

happineſs : but when it declines, we experience

an equal degree of pain. „ Where friendſhip is

unknown, jealouſy and ſuſpicion prevail ; but

where virtue is the cement, true pleaſure muſt

be enjoyed. In every breaſt there exiſts a pro

penſity to friendly acts, and when thoſe are

exerted to effect, they ſweeten every temporal

enjoyment; and if they do not always totally

remove the diſquietudes, they at leaſt tend to

allay the calamities, of life.

Friendſhip is traced through the circle of

private connexions to the grand ſyſtem of uni

B 3
verſal
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verfal benevolence, which no limits can circum

fcribe, and its influence extends to every branch

of the human race. Actuated by theſe ſenti

ments , each individual centers his happi

neſs in the happineſs of his neighbour, and a

fixed and permanent union is eſtabliſhed among

men.

Nevertheleſs, though friendſhip , conſidered

.as the ſource of univerſal benevolence, is un

limited, it exerts its influence more or leſs

powerfully as the objects it favours are nearer

or more remote. Hence the love of friends

and of country takes the lead in our affections,

and gives riſe to that true patriotiſm , which

fires the ſoul with the moſt generous flame,

creates the beſt and moſt diſintereſted virtue,

and inſpires that public ſpirit and heroic ardour

which enable us to ſupport a good cauſe, and

Tin our lives in its defence.

This commendable virtue crowns the lover

of his country with unfading laurels, gives a

luſtre to his actions, and conſecrates his name

to pofterity. The warrior's glory may conſiſt

in murder, and the rude' ravage of the defo

lating ſword ; but the blood of thouſands will

never ſtain the hands of his country's friend.

His virtues are open, and of the nobleſt kind.

Conſcious integrity ſupports him againſt the

arm of power ; and ſhould he bleed by tyrant,

hands,
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hands, he gloriouſly dies a martyr in the cauſe

of liberty, and leaves to poſterity an everlaſting

monument of the greatneſs of his ſoul.

Friendſhip not only appears divine when em

ployed in preſerving the liberties of our country ,

but ſhines with equal fplendor in the more

tranquil ſcenes of life. Before it riſes into the

noble flame of patriotiſm , aiming deſtruction

at the heads of tyrants, thundering for liberty,

and courting danger in defence of rights ; we

behold it calm and moderate , burning with

an even glow , improving the ſoft hours of:

peace, and heightening the reliſh for virtue . In

theſe happy moments contracts are formed, fo-..

cieties inſtituted , and the vacant hours of life

wiſely employed in the cultivation of ſocial and

poliſhed manners.

S

5

3

SECT. III.

Origin of Maſonry, and its general-advantages.

FROM the commencement of the world,we

may trace the foundation of Maſonry. Ever

ſince ſymmetry began, and harmony diſplayed

her charms, our Order has had a being. Dur

ing many ages, and in many different countries,

it has flouriſhed . No art, no ſcience preceded

it. In the dark periods of antiquity , when lite

B 4 rature
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rature was in a low ſtate, and the rude manners

of our forefathers withheld from them that

knowledge we now ſo amply ſhare, Maſonry

diffuſed its influence. This ſcience unveiled ,

arts aroſe ; civilization took place , and the pro

greſs of knowledge and philoſophy gradually

difpelled the gloom of ignorance and barbariſm .

Government being ſettled, authority was given

to laws, and the aſſemblies of the fraternity ac

quired the patronage of the great and the good,

while the tenets of the profeſſion were attended

with unbounded utility.

Abſtracting from the pure pleaſures which

ariſe from friendſhip fo wiſely conſtituted as

that which ſubfifts among maſons, and which

it is ſcarcely poſſible that any circumſtance or

occurrence can eraſe, we find that maſonry is a

ſcience confined to no particular country, but

diffuſed over the whole terreſtrial globe. Where

eyer arts flouriſh , there it flouriſhes too. Add

to this, that by ſecret and inviolable ſigns, care

fully preſerved among the fraternity throughout

the world, Maſonry becomes an univerſal lan

guage. Hence many advantages are gained : The

diſtant Chineſe, the wild Arab, and the Ameri

can ſavage, will embrace a brother Briton ; and

will know, that beſide the common ties of hu

manity, there is ſtill a ſtronger obligation to

induce
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induce him to kind and friendly offices. The

ſpirit of the fulminating prieſt will be tamed ;

and a moral brother, though of a different per

ſuaſion, engage his eſteem . Thus, through the

influence of Maſonry, which is reconcilable to

the beſt policy, all thoſe diſputes which embit

ter life, and four the tempers of men, are

avoided ; while the common good, the general

deſign of the craft, is zealouſly purſued .

From this view of the ſyſtem , its utility muſt

be ſufficiently obvious. The univerſal principles

of the art unite men of the moſt oppoſite te

nets, of the moſt diſtant countries, and of the

moſt contradictory. opinions, in one indiffoluble

bond of affection, ſo that in every națion a Maſon

finds a friend, and inevery climate a home.

Such is the plan of our inſtitution ; hence,

in all our Lodges, union is cemented by fincere

attachment, and pleaſure reciprocally commu

nicated in the cheerful obfervance of every

obliging office. Virtue, the grand object in

view, luminous as the meridian fun, ſhines

refulgent on the mind, enlivens the heart, and

converts cool approbation into warm ſympathy.

and cordial attention .

ch

ch
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SECT. IV.

Maſonry conſidered under two denominations.

MASONRY is underſtood under two deno

minations : it is operative, and ſpecula

tive. By the former , we allude to a proper ap

plication of the uſeful rules of architecture,

whence a ſtructure will derive figure, ſtrength,

and beauty, and whence will reſult a due pro

portion, and a juſt correſpondence in all its

parts. By the latter, we learn to ſubdue the

paſſions, act upon the ſquare, keep a tongue of

good report, maintain ſecrecy, and practiſe chas

rity.

Speculative Maſonry is ſo far interwoven with

religion, as to lay us under the ſtrongeſt obli

gations to pay that rational homage to the Deity,

which at once conſtitutes our duty and our hap

pineſs. It leads the contemplative to view with

reverence and admiration the glorious works of

the creation, and inſpires him with the moſt

exalted ideas of the perfections of his divine

Creator. Operative Maſonry furniſhes us with

dwellings, and convenient ſhelters from the vi

ciffitudes and inclemencies of ſeaſons ; and while

it diſplays the effects of human wiſdom , as

well in the choice, as in the arrangement, of

the ſundry materials of which an edifice is com

poſed ,
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poſed, it demonſtrates that a fund of fcience

and induſtry is implanted in man for the beſt,

moſt falutary, and beneficent purpoſes.

The lapſe of time, the ruthleſs hand of ig

norance, and the devaſtations of war, have laid

waſte and deſtroyed many valuable monuments

of antiquity, on which the utmoſt exertions of

human genius have been employed . Even the

temple of SOLOMON, fo fpacious and magnifi

cent, and conſtructed by ſo many celebrated

artiſts, eſcaped not the unſparing ravages of

barbarous force . Free -maſonry, notwithſtanda

ing, has ſtill ſurvived. The attentive ear receives

the found from the inſtructive tongue, and the

facred myſteries are ſafely lodged in the repo

fitory of faithful breaſts. Tools and implements

of architecture, ſymbols the moſt expreſſive !

are ſelected by the fraternity, to imprint on

the memory wiſe and ſerious truths ; and thus,

through a fucceffion of ages, are tranſmitted

unimpaired the excellent tenets of their inſti

tution .

1
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SECT. V.

The Government of the Fraternity explained.

THE mode of government obſerved by the

fraternity will beſt explain the importance,

and give the trueſt idea of the nature and dea

fign, of the maſonic ſyſtem .

There are three claffes . of Maſons, under

different appellations. The privileges'of theſe

claffes are diſtinct ,, and particular means are

adopted to preſerve thoſe privileges to the juſt

and meritorious of each claſs. Honour and

probity are recommendations to the firſt claſs ;

in which the practice of virtue is enforced , and

the duties of morality inculcated, while the

mind is prepared for ſocial converſe, and a re

gular progreſs in the principles of knowledge

and philoſophy . — Diligence, aſſiduity, and ap

plication , are qualifications for the ſecond claſs ;

in which an accurate elucidation of ſcience ,

both in theory and practice, is given . Here

human reaſon is cultivated by a due exertion of

the rational and intellectual powers and facul

ties ; nice and difficult theories are explained ;

new diſcoveries produced, and thoſe already

known beautifully embelliſhed .-- The third claſs

is compoſed of a ſelected few , whom truth and

fidelity
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fidelity have diſtinguiſhed, whom years and ex

periencé have improved, and whom merit and

abilities have entitled to preferment. With

them the ancient landmarks of the Order are

preſerved ; and from them we learn and practiſe

the neceſſary and inſtructive leflons, which at

once dignify the art, and qualify its profeſſors

to illuſtrate its excellence and utility.

This is the eſtabliſhed mode of the maſonic

government when the rules of the ſyſtem are

obſerved . By this judicious arrangement, true

friendſhip is cultivated among different ranks

and degrees of men, hoſpitality promoted, in

duſtry rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged.

SECT. VI.

1Reaſons why the ſecrets of Maſonry ought not to

be publicly expoſed ; and the importance of thoſe

ſecrets demonſtrated.

IT
F the ſecrets of Maſonry are replete with ſuch

advantage to mankind, it may be aſked , why

are they not divulged for the general good of

fociety ? To this it may be anſwered ; Were

the privileges of Maſonry to be indiſcriminately

beſtowed, the deſign of the inſtitution would be

ſubverted ; and being familiar, like many other

important
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important matters, would ſoon loſe their value,

and link into diſregard.

It iſ a weakneſs in human nature, that men

are generally more charmed with novelty, than

the real worth or intrinſic value of things. In

numerable teſtimonies might be adduced of

this truth. The operations of Nature, however

beautiful , magnificent , and uſeful, are over

looked, becauſe common and familiar . The

ſun riſes and ſets , the ſea flows and reflows,

rivers glide along their channels, trees and

plants vegetate, men and beaſts act, yet theſe

being perpetually open to view , pafs unnoticed .

In ſhort, the moſt aſtoniſhing, productions of

Nature eſcape obſervation on account of their

familiarity, and excite not one ſingle emotion,

either in admiration of the great cauſe, or of

gratitude for the bleſſing conferred . Virtue

herſelf is not exempted from this unhappy bias

in the conſtitution of the human frame. No

velty influences all our actions and determi

nations. What is new, or difficult in the ac

quiſition, however trifling or inſignificant, rea

dily captivates the imagination, and enſures a

temporary admiration ; while what is familiar,

' or eaſily attained, however noble or eminent for

its utility, is ſure to be diſregarded by the giddy

and the unthinking.

Did

1
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: Did the particular ſecrets or peculiar forms

prevalent among Mafons conſtitute the efience

of the art, it might be alleged that our amuſe

ments were trifling, and our ceremonies ſuper

ficial. But this is not the caſe. Having their

uſe, they are preſerved ; and from the recollec

tion of the leſſons they inculcate , the well-in

formed Maſon derives inſtruction . Drawing

them to a near inſpection, he views them

through a proper medium ; adverts to the cir

cumſtances which gave them riſe ; dwells upon

the tenets they convey ; and finding them re

plete with uſeful information, adopts them as

keys to the privileges of his art, and prizes

them as ſacred . Thus convinced of their pro

priety, he eſtimates their value from their uti

lity.

Many perſons are deluded by the vague ſup

poſition that our myſteries are merely nominal ;

that the practices eſtabliſhed among us are fri

volous ; and that our ceremonies might be

adopted , or waved, at pleaſure. On this falſe

foundation, we have found them hurrying

through all the degrees, without adverting to

the propriety of one ſtep they purſue, or pof

felling a ſingle qualification requiſite for ad

vancement. Paſſing through the uſual formali

ties, they have accepted offices, and afſumed

14
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the government of lodges, equally unacquainted

with the rules of the inſtitution they pre

tended to ſupport, or the nature of the truſt

repoſed in them. The conſequence is obvious ;

anarchy and confuſion have enſued, and the

ſubſtance has been loſt in the ſhadow . - Hence

men eminent for ability, for rank, and for for

tune, have been led to view the diſtinguiſhed

honours of Maſonry with indifference, and,

when their patronage has been ſolicited, have

accepted offices with reluctance, or rejected

them with diſdain.

Under theſe diſadvantages has Maſonry long

laboured, and every zealous friend to the Or

der muft earneſtly wiſh for a correction of

the abuſe. Of late years it muſt be acknow

ledged that Lodges have been better regulated,

and the good effects of ſuch government have

been diſplayed in a proper obſervance of the

generalregulations.

Were the brethren who prefide over Lodges,

properly inſtructed previous to their appoint

ment, and regularly apprized of the importance

of their reſpective offices, a general reformation

would ſpeedily take place. This would evince

the propriety of our mode of government, and

lead men'to acknowledge, that our honours

were deſervedly conferred. The ancient conſe

quence

!
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quence of the Order would be reſtored, and the

reputation of the ſociety preſerved.

Such conduct alone can retrieve our charac

ter. Till prudent actions ſhall diſtinguiſh our

title to the honours of Maſonry, and regular

deportment diſplay the influence and utility of

our rules ; the world in general will not eaſily

be led to reconcile the uniformity of our pro

ceedings with the tenets of our profeſſion .

ta

SECT. VII.

TH

Few Societies exemptedfrom cenſure. Irregularities

of Mafons no argument againſt the Inſtitution.

AMONG the various ſocieties to which the

occaſions and inclinations of men have

given birth , few , if any, are wholly exempted

from cenſure. Friendſhip, however valuable in

itſelf, and however univerſal its pretenſions, has

feldom operated fo powerfully in general affo

ciations, as to promote that ſincere attachment

to the welfare and proſperity of each other,

which is neceſſary to conſtitute true happineſs.

This may be aſcribed to fundry cauſes, but to

none with more propriety, than to the repre

henſible motives which too frequently lead men

to a participation of ſocial entertainments. If

to paſs an idle hour, to oblige a friend, or

bably

pro.
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bably to gratify an irregular indulgence, we are

induced to mix in company, is it ſurpriſing that

the important duties of ſociety ſhould be ne

glected , and that, in the quick circulation of

the cheerful glaſs, our nobleſt faculties ſhould

be ſometimes buried in the cup of ebriety ?

It is a truth too obvious to be concealed, that

the privileges of Maſonry have long been prof

tituted for unworthy confiderations, and hence

their good effects have not been ſo conſpicuous.

Many have been prevailed on to enrol their

names in our records for the mere purpoſes of

conviviality, without once adverting to the pro

priety of the meaſure they were about to adopt,

or inquiring into the nature of the particular

engagements to which they are ſubjected by

becoming Maſons. Not a few have been

prompted by motives of intereſt, and many in

troduced with no other view than to gratify

an idle curioſity, or pleaſe as jolly companions.

A general odium, or at leaſt a careleſs indif

ference, has been the reſult of ſuch conduct.

But here the evil ftops not. Thoſe perſons,

ignorant of the true deſign of the inſtitution,

probably without any real defect in their own

morals, are induced to recommend others of

the fame caſt to join the ſociety for the ſame

purpoſe. Hence the moſt valuable part of Ma

ſonry



OF MASONRY.
19

9

fonry has been turned into ridicule, and the

diffipations of a luxurious age have buried in

oblivion principles , that might have dignified

the moſt exalted characters .

When we conſider the multitude and variety

of members of which the ſociety of Maſons is

compoſed, and the ſmall number who are really

converſant with the tenets of the inſtitution,

our wonder will abate that ſo few ſhould be

diſtinguiſhed for exemplary lives. From per

fons who are precipitately introduced into the

myſteries of Maſonry without the requiſite qua

lifications, it cannot be expected that great re .

gard willbe paid to the obſervance of duties

which they perceive openly violated by their

own initiation. Surely not ; and it is an incon

trovertible truth, that ſuch is the unhappy bias

in the diſpoſition of ſome men , that though the

faireſt and beſt ideas were imprinted on the

mind, they are ſo careleſs of their own reputa

tion as to diſregard the moſt inſtructive leſſons.

We have reaſon to regret, that even perſons

diflinguiſhed for a knowledge in the art, have

been induced ſometimes to violate the rules to

which a prétended conformity had gained them

applauſe. No ſooner have they been liberated

from the trammels, as they conceived, of a re

gular and virtuous conduct, in the temporary

government

LS

G
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government of a Lodge, than by improperly

abuſing the innocent and cheerful repaſt, they

have become flaves to vice and intemperance,

and have not only diſgraced themſelves, but re

Alected diſhonour on the fraternity. By ſuch

indiſcretion, the beſt of inſtitutions has been

brought into contempt, and the more deſerving

part of the community has juſtly conceived a

prejudice againſt the ſociety , of which it is dif

ficult to wipe off the impreſſion,

Though ſome, however, may thus tranſgreſs,

no wiſe man will thence argue againſt the inſti.

tution , or condemn the whole fraternity for the

errors of a few miſtaken individuals. Were the

wicked lives of men admitted as an argument.

againſt the religion which they profefs, chriſti

anity itſelf, with all its beauties, might be ex

poſed to cenſure. Thus much we may aver in

favour of Maſonry, that whatever imperfections

may befound among its profeffors, the inftitu

tion countenances none . Thoſe who violate the

laws, or infringe on good order, are marked

with peculiar odium ; and when mild endea

vours to reform their lives are found ineffecs

tual, they are expelled the Lodge, as unfit

members of ſociety,

Vain , therefore, is each idle ſurmiſe againſt

the plan of Maſonry ; while its rules are pro.

perly
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perly ſupported, it will be proof againſt every

attack of its moſt inveterate enemies. And

men are not aware, that by decrying any lau

dable ſyſtem , they derogate from the dignity of

human nature itſelf, and from that good order

and wiſe diſpoſition of things which the al

mighty Author of the world has framed for

the government of mankind, and eſtabliſhed as

the baſis of the moral ſyſtem . Let them recol

lect, that friendſhip and ſocial delights can never

be the object of reproach . That that wiſdom

which hoary Time has ſanctified , can never be

the object of ridicule. Whoever therefore pre

tends to condemn, or even to cenſure , whathe

does not comprehend, will appear equally mean

and contemptible ; and the generous heart will

readily pity the miſtakes of ignorant preſump

tion .

SECT. VIII.

Charity the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of Mafons.

CHARITY is the chief of every focial vir

tue, and the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of

our Order. This virtue includes a fupreme de

gree of love to the great Creator and Governor

of the univerſe, and an unlimited affection to the

beings of his creation, of all characters and of

every
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every denomination . This laſt duty is forcibly

inculcated by the example of the Deity. hin

ſelf, who liberally difpenſes his beneficence to

unnumbered worlds.

It is not particularly our province to enter

into a diſquiſition of every branch of this ami

able virtue ; we ſhall only briefly ſtate the hap

py effects of a benevolent diſpoſition toward

mankind, and ſhew that charity exerted on pro

per objects is the greateſt pleaſure man can

poſſibly enjoy.

The bounds of the greateſt nation , or the

moſt extenſive empire, cannot circumſcribe the

generoſity of a liberal mind. Men, in what

ever ſituation they are placed , are ſtill, in a

great meaſure, the fame . They are expoſed to

ſimilar dangers and misfortunes. They have

not wiſdom to forefee , or power to prevent, the

evils incident to human nature . They hang,

as it were, in a perpetual fufpenfe between hope

and fear, fickneſs and health , plenty and want.

A mutual chain of dependence ſubſiſts through

out the animal creation , The whole human

ſpecies are therefore proper objects for the ex

erciſe of human charity.

Beings who partake of one common nature,

ought to be actuated by the fame motives and

intereſts. Hence, to ſooth the unhappy, by ſym

pathizing
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pathizing with their misfortunes, and to reſtore

peace and tranquillity to agitated ſpirits, conſti

tute the general and great ends of the maſonic

inſtitution. This humane, this generous diſpo

ſition fires the breaſt with manly feelings, and

enlivens that ſpirit of compaſſion , which is the

glory of the human frame, and not only rivals,

but outſhines, every other pleaſure the mind is

capable of enjoying.

All human paffions, when directed by the ſu

perior principle of reaſon , tend to promote ſome

uſeful purpoſe ; but compaſſion toward proper

objects, is the moſt beneficial of all the affec

tions, as it extends to greater numbers, and ex

cites more laſting degrees of happineſs.

Poffeffed of this amiable, this godlike diſpo

fition , Maſons are ſhocked at miſery under

every form and appearance. When we behold

an cuject pining under the miſeries of a dif

treffed body or mind, the healing accents which

flow from our tongue, alleviate the pain of the

unhappy ſufferer, and make even adverſity, in

its diſmal ſtate, look gay. Our pity excited,

we aſſuage grief, and cheerfully relieve diſtreſs.

When brother is in want, every heart is

prone to ache ; when he is hungry, we feed

him ; when he is naked, we clothe him ; when

he is in trouble, we fly with ſpeed to his relief.

Thus

19
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Thus we confirm the propriety of the title we

bear, and demonſtrate to the world at large,

that BROTHER among Mafons is ſomething

more than an empty name.

SECT. IX.

The diſcernment diſplayed by Mafors in the proper

choice of objects of charity.

1T muſt be acknowledged by the moſt invete

rate enemies of Maſonry, that no ſociety is

more remarkable for the practice of charity,

or any aſſociation of men more famed for dif

intereſted liberality. It cannot be ſaid that

Maſons meet only to indulge in convivial mirth ,

while the poor and needy pine for relief. Their

quarterly contributions, excluſive of their pri

vate ſubſcriptions to relieve diſtreſs, prove the

contrary. They are ever ready, in proportion

to their circumſtances, cheerfully to contribute

to alleviate the misfortunes of their fellow -crea

tures ; bụt juſtly conſidering the variety of ob

jects, whoſe ſeeming diſtreſs the dictates of

Nature as well as the ties of Maſonry incline

them to pity and relieve, they find it necef

fary ſometimes to inquire into the cauſe of

their misfortunes ; left a miſconceived tender

neſs.
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neſs of diſpoſition, or an impolitic generoſity of

heart, might prevent them from making a pro

per diſtinction in the objects. Though their

hearts and ears are always open to the diſtreſſes

of the deſerving poor, yet their charity is not

to be miſapplied, or diſpenſed with a profuſe

liberality on perſons who may uſe Maſonry as a

cloak to cover impoſture. Thoſe who are bur

dened with a numerous offspring, and who,

through age, ſickneſs, infirmity, or any unfore

ſeen accident in life, are reduced to poverty and

want, particularly claim their attention , and

feldom fail to experience the happy effects of

their friendly affociations. To ſuch objects,

whoſe ſituation is more eaſy to be conceived

than expreſſed, they are induced liberally to

extend their bounty. Hence they give con

vincing proofs of wiſdom and diſcernment ; for

though their benevolence, like their laws, be

unlimited , yet their hearts glow principally with

affection toward the deſerving part of man

kind .

From this view of the advantages reſulting

from the profeſſion of Maſonry, every candid

and impartial mind muſt acknowledge its fupe-!

riority to the greater part of modern inſtitu

tions ; and if the picture here drawn be juft, it

muſt ſurely be no trifling acquiſition to any,go

с vernment,
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vernment, or ſtate, to have under its juriſdiction,

à ſociety of men , who are true patriots, loyal

ſubjects, patrons of ſcience, and friends to

mankind.

14

SECT. X.

Friendly admonitions.

HAVING, in the explanation of the prin

ciples of Maſonry, endeavoured to demon

ftrate its real excellence and utility, I ſhall con

clude my obſervations with a few friendly ad

monitions; conceiving that they will be favour

ably received by my brethren, as they proceed

from a ſincere attachment to the intereſt and re.

putation of the ſociety .

Uſeful knowledge is the great object of our

deſire ; with zeal then let us apply to the prac

tice of Maſonry. Let us recollect, that the ways

of wiſdom are beautiful, and lead to pleaſure.

Knowledge is attained by degrees , and cannot

every where be found . Wiſdom ſeeks the ſe .

cret ſhade, the lonely cell deſigned for contem

plation . There enthroned the fits , delivering

her facred oracles. There let us ſeek her, and

purſue the real bliſs. Though the paffage be

difficult, the farther we trace it, the eaſier it

will become.

If
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If we are united, the fociety muft flouriſh .

Let all private animoſities give place to peace

and good fellowſhip . Uniting in one deſign,

let us be happy ourſelves, and contribute to the

happineſs of others. By promoting uſeful arts,

let our ſuperiority and diſtinction be marked ;

let us cultivate the moral virtues, and improve

in all that is good and amiable ; let the Genius

of Maſonry preſide over our conduct, and un

der her ſway let us act with becoming dignity .

On every occaſion , let us preſerve an elevation

of underſtanding, a politeneſs of manner, and

anevenneſs of temper. Let our recreations be

innocent, and purſued with moderation ; and

never let us ſuffer irregular indulgences to im

pair our faculties, or expoſe our character to

deriſion. Thus we ſhall act in conformity to

our precepts, and ſupport the name we have

long borne, of being a reſpectable, a regular,

and an uniform fociety.

11

?

E U L-OG I U M.

MASONRY comprehends within its circle

every branch of uſeful knowledge and learn

ing, and juſtly ſtamps an indelible mark of

pre -eminence on its igenuine , profeſſors, which

neither chance, power, nor fortune can beſtow .

When its rules are ſtrictly obſerved, it is found}

C 2 to
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to be a ſure foundation of tranquillity amidſt the

various diſappointments of life ; a friend that

will not deceive, but will comfort and affift, in

proſperity and adverſity ; a bleſſing that will re

main with all times, circumſtances, and places,

and to which recourſe may be had, when other

earthly comforts ſink into diſregard.

Maſonry gives real and intrinſic excellency to

man, and renders him fit for the duties of ſocial

life. It calms domeſtic ſtrife ; it is company in

ſolitude ; and it gives vivacity, variety , and en

ergy to ſocial converſation . · In youth, it checks

the paſſions, and employs uſefully the moſt ac

tive faculties ; and in age , when fickneſs, imbe

cility , and diſeaſe have benumbed every corpo

real ſenſe, and rendered the union of ſoul and

body almoſt intolerable, a reflection on the time

ſpent in maſonic purſuits will yield a perpe

tual fund of comfort and ſatisfaction .

Such are the general advantages of Maſonry ;

to enumerate them ſeparately, would be an end

leſs labour : it may be ſufficient to obſerve, that

he who is poffeffed of this true ſcience, and acts

agreeably to the character he bears, has within

himſelf the ſpring and ſupport of every ſocial

virtue '; a ſubject of contemplation, that enlarges

the mind, and expands all its powers ; a theme

that is inexhauſtible, ever new, and always in

tereſting



[ 29 ]

ILLUSTRATIONS

OF

w

M A S O N R · Y.

BOOK II.

GENERAL REMARKS : INCLUDING AN ILLUSTRA!

TION OF THE LECTURES ; A PARTICULAR DE

SCRIPTION OF THE ANCIENT CEREMONIES ;

AND THE CHARGES USED IN THE DIFFERENT

DEGREES.

SECT. I.

General Remarks.

A MASONRY is an art equally uſeful and

extenſive. In every art there is a myſtery,

which requires a gradual progreſſion of know

ledge to arrive at any degree of perfection in it.

Without much inſtruction , and more exerciſe,

no man can be ſkilful in any art ; in like man- -

ner, without an affiduous application to the va

rious ſubjects treated in the different lectures of

maſonry, no perſon cản be ſufficiently acquainted

with its true value.

C3
It
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It muſt not, however, be inferred from this

remark, that perſons who labour under the diſ

advantages of a confined education, or whoſe

ſphere of life requires a more intenſe applica

tion to buſineſs or ftudy, are to be diſcouraged

in their endeavours to gain a knowledge of ma

fonry. To qualify an individual to enjoy the

benefits of the fociety at large, or to partake of

its privileges, it is not abſolutely neceſſary that

he ſhould be acquainted with all the intricate

parts of the ſcience. Theſe are only intended

for the diligent and alliduous maſon, who may

have leiſure and opportunity to indulge ſuch

purſuits.

Though ſome are more able than others, fome

more eminent, ſome more uſeful, yet all, in

their different ſpheres, may prove advantageous

to the community ; and our neceflities, as well

as our conſciences, bind us to love one another.

The induftrious tradeſman certainly proves him

ſelf a valuable member of ſociety, and worthy of

every honour that we can confer ; but as the na

ture of every man's profeſſion will not admit of

that leiſure which is neceſſary to qualify him to

become an expert Maſon, it is highly proper

that the official duties of a lodge ſhould be exe:

cuted by perſons whoſe education and ſituation in

life enable them to become adepts ; , as it muſt

be
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be allowed, that all who accept offices, and exer

ciſe authority, ſhould be properly qualified to

diſcharge the taſk aſſigned them, with honour

to themſelves, and credit to their ſundry fta

tions.-- All men are not bleſſed with the ſame

powers, nor the ſame advantages ; all men

therefore are not equally qualified to govern .-

Maſonry is wiſely calculated to ſuit the different

ranks and degrees of men, as every one, ac

cording to his ſtation and ability, may claſs with

his equal. Founded upon the moſt generous

principles, it admits of no diſquietude among

its profeffors , each claſs is happy in its particu

lar affociation ; and when all are met in general

convention , neither arrogance and prefumption

appear on the one hand, nor diffidence and ina

bility on the other. The whole unite in one

general plan, to promote that endearing happi

neſs which conſtitutes the eſſence of civil fo

ciety.

1:

1

SECT. II .ECT.
ito

08

The Ceremonyof opening and cloſing a Lodge.

IN all regularafſemblies of men, whoare con

vened for wife and uſeful purpoſes, the com

mencement and concluſion of buſineſs are alcu

companied

DA
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companied with ſome form . In every country

of the world the practice prevails, and is deemed

effential. From the moſt remote periods of an

tiquity it may be traced, and the refined im

provements of modern times have not totally

aboliſhed it.

Ceremonies, when ſimply conſidered, it is

true , are little more than viſionary deluſions ;

but their effects are ſometimes important.

When they impreſs awe and reverence on the

mind, and engage the attention , by external at

traction , to folemn rites, they are intereſting ob

jects. Theſe purpoſes are effected by judicious

ceremonies, when regularly conducted and pro

perly arranged. On this ground they have re

ceived the fanction of the wiſeſt men in all

ages , and conſequently could not eſcape the no

tice of maſons. To begin well, is the moſt

likely means to end well: and it is judiciouſly

remarked, that when order and method are ne

glected at the beginning, they will be ſeldom

found to take place at the end.

The ceremony of opening and cloſing a Lodge

with folemnity and decorum , is therefore uni

verſally admitted among maſons; and though

the mode in ſome lodges may vary, and in every

degree muit vary, ſtill an uniformity in the ge

neral practice prevails in every lodge; and the

variation
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variation (if any) is ſolely occafioned by a want

of method, which a little application might

eaſily remove .

To conduct this ceremony with propriety,

ought to be the peculiar ſtudy of every maſon ;

eſpecially of thoſe who have the honour to rule

in our affemblies. To perſons who are thus dig

nified , every eye is naturally directed for pro

priety of conduct and behaviour ; and from

them , other brethren , who are leſs informed,

will naturally expect to derive an example

worthy of imitation .

From a ſhare in this ceremony no maſon can

be exempted. It is a general concern, in which

all muſt afliſt. This is the firſt requeſt of the

maſter, and the prelude to all buſineſs. No

fooner has it been ſignified, than every officer

repairs to his ſtation , and the brethren rank ac

cording to their degrees. The intent of the

meeting becomes the ſole object of attention,

and the mind is infenſibly drawn from thoſe in

diſcriminate ſubjects of converſation , which are

apt to intrude on our leſs, ſerious moments.

This effect accompliſhed, our care is directed

to the external avenues of the lodgė , and the pro

per officers, whoſe province it isto diſcharge that

duty, execute their truft with fidelity ; and by

certain myſtic forms, of no recent date, inti

Ćs mate

L '
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mate that we may ſafely proceed. To detect

impoſtors among ourſelves, an adherence to or

der in the character of maſons enſues, and the

lodge is either opened or cloſed in folemn

form .

At opening the lodge, two purpoſes are wiſely

effected : the Maſter is reminded of the dignity

of his character, and the brethren of the homage

and veneration due from them in their fundry

ſtations. Theſe are not the only advantages re

ſulting from a due obſervance of this ceremo

ny ; a reverential awe for the Deity is incul

cated, and the eye fixed on that object, from

whoſe radiant beams light only can be derived .

Here we are taught to adore the God of Heaven ,

and to ſupplicate his protection on our well

meant endeavours. The Maſter aſſumes his go

vernment in due form , and under him his War .

dens; who accept their truſt, after the cuſtomary

ſalutations, as diſciples of one general patron .

The brethren then ,with one accord, unite in duty.

and reſpect, and the ceremony concludes.

At cloſing the lodge, a ſimilar form takes

place. Here the leſs important duties of ma

ſonry are not paſſed over unobſerved . The ne

ceffary degree of ſubordination in the govern

ment of a lodge is peculiarly marked , while

the proper tribute of gratitude is offered up to

the

1

1

2
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the beneficent Author of life, and his bleſſing

invoked, and extended to the whole fraternity,

Each brother faithfully locks up the treaſure

which he has acquired, in his own ſecret repo

fitory ; and , pleaſed with his reward, retires,

untainted and uncontaminated, to enjoy, and

diſſeminate, among the private circle of his

friends, the fruits of his labour and induſtry

in the lodge.

Theſe are faint outlines of a ceremony which

univerſally prevails among maſons in every coun

try , and diſtinguiſhes all their meetings. It is

arranged as a general ſection in every degree,

and takes the lead in all our illuſtrations.

A Prayer uſed at opening the Lodge.

May the favour of Heaven be upon
this

meet

ing ; and as it is happily begun, may, it be con

ducted with order, and cloſed with harmony !

Amen .

A Prayer uſed at cloſing the Lodge.

May the bleſſing of Heaven reſt upon us,
and

all regular maſons ! may brotherly love prevail,

and
every moral and ſocial virtue cement us !

Amen .

C6 . Charges
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Charges and Regulations for the conduct and :

behaviour of Mafons.

A rehearſal of the ancient charges properly

fucceeds the opening, and precedes the cloſing,

of a lodge. This was the conſtant practice

of our ancient brethren, and ought never

to be neglected in our regular afſemblies. A

recapitulation of our duty, cannot be diſagree

able to thoſe who are acquainted with it ; and

to thoſe who know it not, ſhould any ſuch be,

it muſt be highly proper to recommend it .

1

Ancient Charges.

[To be rehearſed at opening the Lodge. ]

On the Management of the Craft.in working.

Mafons employ themſelves diligently in their

ſundry vocations, live creditably, and conform

with cheerfulneſs to the government of the coun

try in which they reſide.

The moſt expert craftſman is choſen or ap

pointed Maſter of the work, and is duly ho

noured by thoſe over whom he preſides.

The Maſter, knowing himſelf qualified, un

dertakes the government of the lodge, and truly

difpenfes his rewards, giving to every brother

the approbation which he merits.

A craftſman ,
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A craftſman , who is appointed Warden of

the work under the Maſter, is true to Maſter

and fellows, carefully overſees the work, and

his brethren obey him .

The Maſter, Wardens, and brethren receive

their rewards juſtly, are faithful, and carefully

finiſh the work they begin, whether it be in the

firſt or ſecond degree ; but never put that work

to the firſt, which has been accuſtomed to the

fecond degree.

Neither envy nor cenſure is diſcovered among

maſons. No brother is ſupplanted, or put out

of his work, if he be capable to finiſh it ;

as no man, who is not perfectly ſkilled in the

original deſign, can, with equal advantage to

the Maſter, finiſh the work begun by another.

All employed in maſonry meekly receive their

rewards, and uſe no diſobliging name. Bro

ther or fellow, are the terms or appellations they

beſtow on each other. They behave courteouſly

within and without the lodge, and never de

ſert the Maſter till the work is finiſhed .

Laws for the government of the Lodge.

[ To be rehearſed at opening the Lodge. ]

You are to falute one another in a courteous

manner, agreeably to the forms eſtabliſhed among

maſons ;
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maſons * ; you are freely to give ſuch mutual

inſtructions as ſhall be thought neceffary or ex

pedient, not being overſeen or overheard, with

out encroaching upon each other, or derogating

from that reſpect which is due to any gentle

man , were he not a maſon ; for though as ma

fons we rank as brethren on a level, yet ma

ſonry deprives no man of the honour due to his

rank or character, but rather adds to his ho

nour, eſpecially if he has deſerved well of the

fraternity, who always render honour to whom

it is due, and avoid ill-manners.

No private committees are to be allowed, or

ſeparate converſations encouraged ; the Maſter

or Wardens are not to be interrupted, or any

brother ſpeaking to the Maſter ; but due deco

rum is to be obſerved, and a proper reſpect paid

to the Maſter, and preſiding officers.

Theſe laws are to be ſtrictly enforced , that

harmony may be preſerved , and the buſineſs of

the lodge be carried on with order and regula

rity.

Amen. So mote it be.
>

* In a lodge, maſons meet as members of one family ; all

prejudices, therefore , on account of religion , country , or private

opinion, are removed .

Charge



OF MASONRY. i
39

Charge on the behaviour of Mafons.

[To be rehearſed at cloſing the Lodge. ]

When the Lodge is cloſed, you may enjoy

yourſelves with innocent mirth ; but you are

carefully to avoid excefs. You are not to com

pel any brother to act contrary to his inclina

tion, or give offence by word or deed, but en

joy a free and eaſy converſation . You are to

ufe no immoral or obſcene diſcourſe, but at all

times ſupport with propriety the dignity of your

character.

You are to be cautious in your
words and car

riage, that the moſt penetrating ſtranger may not

diſcover, or find out, what is not proper to be

intimated ; and, if neceſſary, you are to wave a

diſcourſe, and manage it prudently, for the ho

nour of the fraternity . :

At home, and in your ſeveral neighbourhoods,

you are to behave as wife and moral men. You

are never to communicate to your families,

friends, or acquaintance, the private tranſac

tions of our different aſſemblies ; but upon every

occaſion to conſult your own honour, and the

reputation of the fraternity at large.

You are to ſtudy the preſervation of health ,

by avoiding irregularity and intemperance, that

your
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your
families may not be neglected and injured,

or yourfelves diſabled from attending to your

neceſſary employments in life .

If a ſtranger apply in the character of a ma

ſon , you are cautiouſly to examine him in ſuch

2 method as prudence may direct, and agreeably

to the forms eſtabliſhed among maſons ; that

you may not be impoſed upon by an ignorant

falſe pretender, whom you are to reject with

contempt * , and beware of giving him any fe

cret hints ofknowledge. But if

him to be a true and genuine brother, you are

to reſpect him ; if he be in want, you are with

out prejudice to relieve him, or direct him how

he may be relieved ; you are to employ him, or

recommend him to employment : however, you

are never charged to do beyond your ability,

only to prefer a poor brother, who is a good

man and true, before any other perſon in the

fame circumſtances to

Finally ;

you diſcover

* This injunction may ſeem uncharitable ; but when it is con

fidered that the ſecrets of Maſonry are open to all men of probity

and honour, well recommended , an illegal intruder, who could

with to obtain that to which he has no claim, and to deprive the

public charity of a ſmall pittance at his admiffion , deferves no

better treatment.

+ On this principle unfortunate captives in war, and ſojourners

accidentally caſt on a diftant shore, are particular objects of at

tention,
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Finally ; Theſe rules you are always to ob

ſerve and enforce, and alſo the duties which

have been communicated in the lecture ; culti

vating brotherly love, the foundation and cape

ſtone, the cement and glory of this ancient fra

ternity ; avoiding, upon every occaſion, wran

gling and quarrelling, ſlandering and backbiting ;

not permitting others to ſlander honeſt brethren ,

but defending their characters, and doing them

good offices, as far as may be conſiſtent with

your honour and ſafety, but no farther . Hence

all may ſee the benign influence of maſonry, as

all true maſons have done from the beginning

of the world , and will do to the end of time.

Amen . ' So mote it be.

2011

Tuu

SECT. III.

REMARKS on the FIRST LECTURE.

HAVING illuſtrated the ceremony

of
open

ing and cloſing a Lodge, and inſerted the

Charges and Prayers uſuallyrehearſed in our re

gular affemblies on theſe occaſions, we ſhall now

tention , and ſeldom fail to experience indulgence from mafons ;

and, what is very remarkable, there has not been one inſtance of

a breach of fidelity or ingratitude where that indulgence has been

extended .

enter
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enter on a diſquiſition of the different Sections

of the Lectures appropriated to the three degrees

of Maſonry, giving a brief ſummary of the whole,

and annexing to every Remark the particulars

to which the ſection alludes . By theſe means

the induſtrious maſon will be inſtructed in the

regular arrangement of the ſections in each lec

ture, and be enabled with more eaſe to acquire

a knowledge of the Art.

The Firſt Lecture of Maſonry is divided into

fix ſections, and each ſection into different

clauſes. Virtue is painted in the moſt beautiful

colours, and the duties of morality are enforced .

In it we are taught fuch uſeful leſſons as prepare

the mind for a regular advancement in the prin

ciples of knowledge and philoſophy. Theſe are

imprinted on thememory by lively and ſenſible

images, to influence our conduct in the proper

diſcharge of the duties of ſocial life,

The FirA Section .

The firſt fection of this lecture is fuited to

all capacities, and may and ought to be known

by every perſon who wiſhes to rank as a maſon .

It conſiſts of general heads, which , though ſhort

and ſimple, carry weight with them. They

not only ſerve as marks of diftinction, but com

municate

!
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municate uſeful and intereſting knowledge when

they are duly inveſtigated. They qualify us to

try and examine the rights of others to our pri

vileges, while they prove ourſelves ; and as they

induce us to inquire more minutely into other

particulars of greater importance, they ſerve as

an introduction to ſubjects more amply explained

in the following ſections.

As we can annex to this remark no other ex

planation conſiſtent with the rules of maſonry,

we muſt refer the more inquiſitive to our regu ..

lar afſemblies for farther inſtruction .

The Second Section .

The ſecond ſection makes us acquainted with

the peculiar forms and ceremonies at the initia

tion of candidates into maſonry ; and convinces

us, beyond the power of contradiction, of the

propriety of our rites ; while it demonſtrates to

the moſt ſceptical and heſitatingmind, their ex

cellence and utility.

As in this ſection we are taught theceremony

of initiation into the Order,the following parti

culars relative to that ceremony may be here in

troduced with propriety.

A Decla
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A Declaration to be affented to by every Candidate,

in an adjoining apartment, previous to Initiation .

“ Do you ſeriouſly declare, upon your ho

nour, before theſe gentlemen *, that, unbiaſſed

by friends againſt your own inclination, and

uninfluenced by mercenary motives, you freely

and voluntarily offer yourſelf a candidate for

the myſteries of Maſonry ? ” — I do.

“ Do you ſeriouſly declare, upon your ho

nour, before theſe gentlemen, that you are ſolely

prompted to ſolicit the privileges of Maſonry,

by a favourable opinion conceived of the inſti

tution, a deſire of knowledge, and a ſincere with

of being ſerviceable to your fellow -creatures ?”

I do.

• Do you ſeriouſly declare, upon your ho

nour, before theſe gentlemen, that you will

cheerfully confòrm to all the ancient eſtabliſhed

uſages and cuſtoms of the fraternity ? ” — I do.

10

When the above Declaration is made, the

Candidate is propoſed in open lodge, in man

ner following :

« R. W. Maſter and brethren ,

“ 'At the requeſt of Mr. A. B. (mentioning his

profeſſion and reſidence] I'propoſe himinform as

* The Steyyards of the Lodge.

a proper



OF MASONRY
45

a proper Candidate for the myſteries of Ma

ſonry ; I recommend him, as worthy to partake

the privileges of the fraternity ; and, in conſe

quence of a declaration of his intentions volun

tarily made, and properly atteſted , I believe he

will cheerfully conform to the rules of the

Order."

A Prayer uſed at the Initiation of a Candidate.

« Vouchſafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the

Univerſe, to this our preſent convention ; and

grant that this candidate for maſonry may de

dicate and devote his life to thy ſervice, and be

come a true and faithful brother among us !

Endue him with a competence of thy divine

wiſdom , that, by, the ſecrets of our Art, he

may be better enabled to diſplay,the beauties of

godlineſs, to the honour of thy holy Name !

Amen . "

Ncte. It is a duty incumbent on every Maſter

of a lodge, juſt before the ceremony of initia

tion takes place, to inform the candidate of the

purpoſe and deſign of the inſtitution ; to ex +

plain the nature of his folemn engagements ;

and, in a manner peculiar to maſons alone, to

require his cheerful acquieſcence to the duties

of morality and virtile , and all the ſacred tenets

of the Order.

The

1
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The Third Section .

The third ſection, by the reciprocal commu .

nication of our marks of diſtinction , proves us

to be regular members of the Order ; and incul

cates thoſe neceſſary and inſtructive duties,

which at once dignify our characters in the

double capacity of men and maſons.

We cannot better illuſtrate this ſection , than

by inſerting the following

Charge at Initiation into the firft Degree *.

NA

BROTHER ,

[As you are now introduced into the firſt

principles of Maſonry, I congratulate you on

being accepted into this ancient and honourable

Order : ancient, as having fubfifted from time

immemorial ; and honourable, as tending; in

every particular, fo to render all men, who will

be conformable to its precepts. No inſtitu

tion was ever raiſed on a better principle, or

more ſolid foundation ; nor were ever more ex

.cellent rules and uſeful maxims laid down, than

are inculcated on all perſons at their initiation

into the myſteries of Maſonry. Monarchs, in

* The paragraphs enclofed in brackets [ ] may be occaſionally

omitted , if time will not admit of delivering the whole Charge.

all

"
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all ages, have been encouragers and promoters

of the Art, and have never deemed it deroga

tory from their dignity, to level themſelves with

the fraternity, extend their privileges, and pa

troniſe their aſſemblies. ]

As a maſon you are bound to be a ſtrict ob

ferver of the moral law , as contained in the holy

writings * ; to conſider theſe as the unerring

ſtandard of truth and juſtice, and regulate your

life and actions by their divine precepts . Here

in is inculcated your duty to God ; in never

mentioning his name, but with that awe and re

verence which is due from a creature to his

creator ; to implore his aid in all your laudable

undertakings , and to eſteem him as the chief

good :-to your neighbour ; in acting upon the

ſquare, and doing unto him as you wiſh he

ſhould do unto you :-and to yourſelf; in avoid

ing all irregularity and intemperance, which may

impair your faculties, or debaſe the dignity of

your profeſſion. A zealous attachment to theſe

duties will enſure public and private eſteem .

In the ſtate, you are to be a quiet and peace

able ſubject, true to your ſovereign, and juſt

to your country ; you are not to countenance

diſloyalty or rebellion , but patiently ſubmit to

* The Bible ; but in countries where it is not known, any other

book , os emblem , which is underſtood to contain the will of God .

legal

.
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legal authority, and conform with cheerfulneſs

to the government of the kingdom in which you

live.

[ In your outward demeanour be particularly

careful to avoid cenſure or reproach ; and be

ware of thoſe who may artfully endeavour to

inſinuate themſelves into your eſteem , with a

view to betray your virtuous reſolutions, or

make you ſwerve from the principles of this in

ftitution. Let not intereſt, favour, of prejudice ,

bias your integrity , or influence you to be guilty

of a diſhonourable action ; but let your conduct

and behaviour be regular and uniform , and your

deportment ſuitable to the dignity of your pro

fefſion .]

Above all, practiſe benevolence and charity ;

for by theſe virtues, maſons have been diſtin

guiſhed in every age and country. [The incon

ceivable pleaſure of contributing toward the re

lief of our fellow -creatures, is truly experienced

by perſons of a humane diſpoſition ; who are na

turally excited, by ſympathy, to extend their aid

in alleviation of the miſeries of others. This

encoyrages the generous maſon to diſtribute his

bounty with cheerfulneſs. Suppoſing himſelf

iu the ſituation of an unhappy ſufferer, he liſtens

to his complaints with attention, bewails his

misfortunes, and ſpeedily relieves his diſtreſs.]

Thc
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The next object of your attention is our ex

cellent Conftitutions. Theſe contain the hiſto

ry of maſonry from the earlieſt periods, with

an account of illuſtrious perſons who have en

riched the Art in different countries ; and the

laws and charges, by which the brethren have

been long governed.

A punctual attendance on our affembiies we

next enjoin , eſpecially on the duties of the lodge

to which you may belong. There, as in all other

regular meetings of the fraternity, you are to be

have with order and decorum, that harmony may

be preſerved , and the buſineſs of maſonry be

properly conducted . [ The rules of good man

ners you are not to violate ; neither ' are you

to uſe any unbecoming language, in derogation

of the name of God, or toward the corruption

of good manners : you are not to introduce ox

maintain any diſpute about religion or politics ;

or behave irreverently while the lodge is engaged

in what is ſerious and important : but you are to

pay a proper deference and reſpect to the Maſter

and preſiding officers, and diligently apply to

your work in the Art, that you may ſooner

become a proficient therein , as well for your

own credit, as the honour of the brethren by

whom yod have been received .]

D
Although
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Although your frequent appearance at our re

gular meetings is earneſtly folicited , yet it is not

meant that maſonry ſhould interfere with your

neceſſary vocations ; for theſe are on no account

to be neglected : neither are you to ſuffer your

zeal for the inſtitution, to lead you into argu

ment with thoſe who, through ignorance, may

ridicule it. At your leiſure hours, you are to

ſtudy the liberal arts and ſciences ; and that

you may improve in maſonic diſquiſitions, con

verſe with well -informed brethren, who will be

always as ready to give, as you will be to receive ,

inſtruction .

Finally ; keep ſacred and inviolable the myſ

teries of the Order, as theſe are to diſtinguiſh

you from the reſt of the community, and mark

your conſequence among maſons. If, in the

circle of your acquaintance, you find a perſon

deſirous of being initiated into maſonry, be par

ticularly attentive not to recommend him, un

leſs you are convinced he will conform to our

rules ; that the honour, glory, and reputation of

the inſtitution may be firmly eſtabliſhed , and the

world at large convinced of its good effects.

[ From the attention you have paid to the re

cital of this charge, we are led to hope that you

will eſtimate the real value of free -maſonry ;

and always imprint on your mind the dictates

of truth, honour, and juſtice.]

Тbe2
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The Fourth Section .

The fourth ſection rationally accounts for the

origin of our hieroglyphical inſtruction , and con

vinces us of the advantages which will ever ac.

company a faithful obſervance of our duty ; it

illuftrates, at the ſame time, certain particulars,

of which our ignorance might lead us into error ,

and which, as maſons, we are indiſpenſably

bound to know.

To make a daily progreſs in the Art, is our

conſtant duty, and expreſsly required by our ge

peral laws. What end can be more noble, than

the purſuit of virtue ? what motive more alluring,

than the practice of juſtice ? or what inſtruction

more beneficial, than an accurate elucidation of

fymbolical myſteries which tend to embelliſh

and adorn the mind ? Every thing that ſtrikes

the eye, more immediately engages the attention ,

and imprints on the memory ſerious and ſolemn

truths ; hence maſons, univerſally adopting this

method of inculcating the tenets of their Order

by typical figures and allegorical emblems, pre

vent their myſteries from deſcending into the

familiar reach of inattentive and unprepared

novices, from whom they might not receive due

veperation.

D 2 Our
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Our records inform us, that the uſages and

cuſtoms of maſons have ever correſponded with

thoſe of the Egyptian philoſophers, to which

they bear a near affinity. Unwilling to expoſe

their myſteries to vulgar eyes, they concealed

their particular tenets, and principles of polity,

under hieroglyphical figures; and expreſſed their

notions of government by ſigns and ſymbols,

which they communicated to their Magi alone,

who were bound by oath not to reveal them .

The Pythagorean ſyſtem ſeems to have been ef

tabliſhed on a ſimilar plan, and many orders of

a more recent date. Maſonry, however, is not

only the moſt ancient , but the moſt moral

inſtitution that ever ſubfifted ; every character,

figure, and emblem, depicted in a Lodge, has

a moral tendency, and inculcates the practice of

virtue .

[ This ſection cloſes with a definition of cha

rity, for which fee page 21.]

The Fifth Section .

The fifth ſection explains the nature and prin

ciples of our conſtitution , and teaches us to diſ

charge with propriety the duties of the differ

ent departments which we are nominated to

fuſtain in the government of a lodge. Here,

too,
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too, our ornaments are diſplayed, our jewels

and furniture ſpecified, and a proper attention

is paid to our ancient and venerable patrons .

To this remark little can be added, to explain

the ſubject of the ſection, or aſſiſt the induf

trious maſon to acquire'it. A punctual attend

ance on the duties of a lodge, we recommend

as the moſt effectual means to enable him to

become maſter of it ; and a diligent application

to the truths it demonſtrates, will always incline

him to improve by the example of the original

atrons of the Art.

The Sixth Section .

• The fixth ſection , though the laſt in rank, is

not the leaſt conſiderable in importance.
It

ſtrengthens thoſe which precede, and enforces,

in the moſt engaging manner, a due regard to

character and behaviour in public, as well as

in private life ; in the lodge, as well as in the

general commerce of ſociety .

This ſection forcibly inculcates the moſt

inſtructive leſſons. ' Brotherly love, relief, and

truth , are themes on which we here expa

tiate ; and the cardinal virtues eſcape not our

notice . By the exerciſe of brotherly love, we

are taught to regard the whole human fpe

cies as one family, the high and low, the

richD 3
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rich and poor ; who, as created by one Almighty

Parent, and inhabitants of the fame planet, are to

aid, ſupport, and protect each other. On this prin

ciple , maſonry unites men of every country, fect ,

and opinion, and conciliates true friendſhip among

thoſe who might otherwiſe have remained at à

perpetual diſtance . - Relief is the next tenet of

our profeſſion. To relieve the diſtreſſed , is a

duty incumbent on all men ; but particularly on

maſons, who are linked together by an indiffo

luble chain of fincere affection . To footh the

unhappy, to ſympathiſe with their misfortunes,

to compaſſionate their miſeries, and to reſtore

peace to their troubled minds, is the grand aim

we have in view . On this bafis, we eſtabliſh our

friendſhips, and form our connexions.-- Truth

is a divine attribute, and the foundation of every

virtue. To be good and true, is the firſt leffon

we are taught in maſonry. On this theme we

contemplate, and by its dictates endeavour to re

gulate our conduct : hence, influenced by this

principle, hypocrify and deceit are unknown,

încerity and plain-dealing diſtinguiſh us, and

the heart and tongue join in promoting each

other's welfare, and rejoicing in each other's

proſperity.

To this illuſtration ſucceeds an explanation of

the four cardinal virtues--temperance, fortitude,

prudence,



OF MASONRY.
55

-;

prudence, and juſtice. - By the firſt, we are in

ſtructed to govern the paſſions, and check un

ruly deſires. The health of the body, and the

dignity of the ſpecies, are equally concerned

in a ' faithful obſervance of it.-- By the fe

cond, we are taught to reſiſt temptation , and

encounter danger with ſpirit and reſolution .

This virtue is equally diſtant from raſhneſs and

cowardice ; and whoever poffeffes it, is ſeldom

Thaken , and never overthrown, by the ſtorms

that ſurround him.-By the third, we are in

ſtructed to regulate our conduct by the dictates

of reaſon , and to judgeand determine with pro

priety in the execution of every thing that

may tend to promote either preſent or future

well-being. On this virtue all the others de

pend ; it is therefore the chief jewel that can

adorn the human frame.- Juſtice is the boun

dary of right, and conſtitutes the cement of civil

fociety. Without the exerciſe of this virtue,

univerſal confuſion would enſue ; lawleſs force

would overcome the principles of equity, and

ſocial intercourſe no longer exiſt. As juſtice in

a great meaſure conſtitutes the real good man,

ſo it is repreſented as the perpetual ftudy of the

accompliſhed maſon.

The illuſtration of theſe virtues is accompa

nied with ſome general obſervations on the equa

D 4 lity

)

1
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lity obſerved among maſons. - In our aſſemblies

no eſtrangement of behaviour is diſcovered .

An uniformity of opinion, which is uſeful in

exigencies , and pleaſing in familiar life, univer

ſally prevails, ſtrengthens all the ties of friend

ſhip, and equally promotes love and eſteem .

Maſons are brethren by a double tie, and among

brothers ſhould exiſt no invidious diſtinctions.

Though merit be always reſpected, and honour

rendered to whom it is due, the ſame prin

ciples govern all.--A king is reminded, that al

though a crown may adorn his head, or a ſceptre

his hand, the blood in his veins is derived

from the common parent of mankind , and is no

better than that of the meaneſt ſubject. — The

wifeſt fenator, or the moſt ſkilful artiſt, is taught,

that, equally with others, he is by nature ex

poſed to infirmity and diſeaſe , and that an un

foreſeen misfortune, or a diſordered frame, may

impair his faculties, and level him with the moſt

ignorant of his ſpecies. This checks pride,

and incites courteſy of behaviour. - Men of

inferior talents , or not placed by fortune in

ſuch exalted ſtations, are inſtructed to re

gard their ſuperiors with peculiar eſteem , when

they behold them , diveſted of pride, vanity, and

external grandeur, condeſcending, in the badge

of innocence and bond of friendſhip, to trace

wiſdom ,
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wiſdom , and follow virtue, affifted by thoſe who

are of a rank beneath them . Virtue is true no

bility, and wiſdom the channel by which virtue

is directed and conveyed ; wiſdom and virtue

only can diſtinguiſh maſons.

Such is the arrangement of the different ſec

tions in the Firſt Lecture, which , with the forms

adopted at the opening and cloſing of a lodge,

comprehends the whole of the Firſt Degree of

maſonry. This plan has the advantage of regu

larity to recommend it, the ſupport of precedent

and authority, and the fanction and reſpect

which flow from antiquity. The whole is a re

gular ſyſtem of morality, conceived in a ſtrain of

intereſting allegory , which muft unfold its beau

ties to the candid and induſtrious inquirer.

j

3

&

SECT. IV .

REMARKS on the SECOND LECTURE.

1

{ MASONRY is a progreſſive ſcience, and
is divided into different claffes or de

grees, for the more regular advancement in the

knowledge of its myſteries. According to the

progreſs we make, we limit or extend our in

quiries ; and, in proportion to our capacity, we

attain to a leſs or greater degree of perfection .

D5
Maſonry
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Maſonry includes within its circle almoft

every branch of polite learning. Under the

veil of its myſteries, is comprehended a

gular ſyſtem of ſcience . Many of its illuſtra

tions, to the confined genius, may appear unim

portant ; but the man ofmore enlarged facul

ties will perceive them to be, in the higheſt de

gree, uſeful and intereſting. To pleaſe the ac

compliſhed ſcholar, and ingenious artiſt, ma

fonry is wiſely planned ; and, in the inveſtigation

of its latent doctrines, the philoſopher and ma

thematician may experience equal delight and

ſatisfaction .

To exhauſt the various ſubjects of which it

treats, would tranſcend the powers of the

brighteſt genius ; ftill, however, nearer ap

proaches to perfection may be made, and the

man of wiſdom will not check the
progreſs of

his abilities, though the taſk he attempts may

at firſt ſeem inſurmountab
le

. Perſeverance and

application remove each difficulty as it occurs ;

every ſtep he advances, new pleaſures open to

his view, and inſtruction of the nobleſt kind at

tend his reſearches. In the diligent purſuit of

knowledge, the intellectual faculties are em

ployed, in promoting the glory of God, and the

good of man.

Such
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Such is the reſult of every illuſtration in ma

ſonry. Reverence for the Deity, and gratitude

for the bleſſings of heaven, are inculcated in

every degree. This is the termination of our

inquiries, and beyond theſe limits our capacities

cannot reach.

The firſt degree is well calculated to enforce

the duties of morality, and imprint on the me

mory the nobleſt principles which can adorn the

human mind. It is therefore the beſt introduc

tion to the ſecond degree, which not only ex

tends the ſame plan , but comprehends a more

diffuſive ſyſtem of knowledge. Here practice

and theory join, in qualifying the induſtrious

maſon to ſhare the pleaſures which an ad

vancement in the Art muft neceſſarily afford.

Liſtening with attention to the wife opinions of

experienced craftſmen on important ſubjects, he

gradually familiariſes his mind to uſeful inſtrucs

tion , and is foon enabled to inveſtigate truths

of the utmoſt concern in the general tranſactions

of life.

From this ſyſtem proceeds a rational amuſe

ment ; while the mental powers are fully em

ployed, the judgment is properly exerciſed. A

ſpirit of emulation prevails ; and all are induced

to vie, who ſhall moſt excel in promoting the

valuable rules of the inſtitution .

D 6 The
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The Firſt Section .

The firſt ſection of the ſecond degree accu«

rately elucidates the mode of introduction into

that particular claſs ; and inſtructs the diligent

craftſman how to proceed in the proper arrange

ment of the ceremonies uſed on the occaſion .

It qualifies him to judge of their importance,

and convinces him of the neceſſity of ſtrictly

adhering to every eſtabliſhed uſage of the Order.

Here he is entruſted with particular teſts, to en- ,

able him to prove his title to the privileges of

this degree, while ſatisfactory reaſons are given

for their origin. Many duties, which cement in

the firmeſt union well- informed brethren, are

illuſtrated in this ſection ; and an opportunity is

given to make ſuch advances in maſonry, as will

always diſtinguiſh the abilities of thoſe who

have arrived at preferment.

The knowledge of this ſection is abſolutely

neceffary for all craftſmen ; and as it recapitu

lates the ceremony of initiation, and contains

many other important particulars, no officer of

a lodge ſhould be unacquainted with it .

Charge
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Charge at Initiation into the Second Degree *.

BROTHER ,.

Being advanced to the ſecond degree of ma

ſonry, we congratulate you on your preferment.

[ The internal, and not the external, qualifica

tions of a man, are what maſonry regards. As

you increaſe in knowledge, you will improve in

ſocial intercourſe .

It is unneceſſary to recapitulate the duties

which, as a maſon, you are bound to diſcharge ;

or enlarge on the neceſſity of a ſtrict adherence

to them, as your own experience muſt have el

tabliſhed their value. It may be ſufficient to

obſerve, that] Your paft behaviour and regular

deportment have merited the honour which we

have now conferred ; and in your new character,

it is expected that you will conform to the prin

ciples of the Order, by ſteadily perſevering in

the practice of every commendable virtue.

The ſtudy of the liberal arts (that valuable

branch of education, which tends ſo effectually

to poliſh and adorn the mind ] is earneſtly re

commended to your conſideration ; eſpecially

the ſcience of geometry , which is eſtabliſhed as

* The ſentences incloſed in brackets [ ] may be occaſionally

omitted .

the
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the baſis of our Art. [Geometry, or Maſonry,

originally ſynonymous terms, being of a divine

and moral nature , is enriched with the moft

uſeful knowledge ; while it proves the wonder

ful properties of nature, it demonſtrates the

more important truths of morality.]

The folemnity of our ceremonies requires

from you a ſerious deportment ; you are there

-fore to be particularly attentive to your beha

viour in our regular aſſemblies ; to preſerve our

ancient uſages and cuſtoms ſacred and invio

lable ; and induce others, by your example, to

hold them in veneration .

Our laws and regulations you are ſtrenuouſly

to ſupport; and be always ready to aſſiſt in ſeeing

them duly executed. You are not to palliate , or

aggravate, the offences of your brethren ; but, in

the deciſion of every treſpaſs againſt our rules,

you are to judge with candour, admoniſh with

friendſhip, and reprehend with juſtice.

In our private aſſemblies, as a craftſman , you

may offer your ſentiments and opinions on ſuch

ſubjects as are regularly introduced in the Lec

ture ; and by this privilege, you may improve

your intellectual powers ; qualify yourſelf to be

come an uſeful member of ſociety ; and, like a

ſkilful brother, ſtrive to excel in every thing

that is good and great.

[ All



OF MASONRY.
63

P

2

[* All regular figns and ſummonſes, given and

received, you are duly to honour, and punctually

to obey ; inaſmuch as they conſiſt with our pro

feffed principles. You are to ſupply the wants ,

and relieve the neceſſities, of your brethren , to the

utmoſt of your power and ability : and on no ac

count are you to wrong them, or to ſee them

wronged ; but appriſe them of approaching dan

ger, and view their intereſt as inſeparable from

your own.

Such is the nature of your engagements as a

craftſman ; and to theſe duties you are bound by

the moſt facred ties . ]

23

1

The Second Section .

The ſecond ſection of this degree preſents an

ample field for the man of genius to perambu

late. It curſorily ſpecifies the particular claffes

of maſonry, and explains the requiſite qualifica

tions for preferment in each . In the explana

tion of our uſages, many remarks are introduced ,

equally uſeful to the experienced artiſt and the

ſage moraliſt. The various operations of the

mind are demonſtrated, as far as they will ad

mit of elucidation, and a fund of extenſive

ſcience is explored throughout. Here we find

* This and the following paragraph are to be omitted , if pre

viouſly uſed in the courſe of the ceremony.

employment
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emloyment for leiſure hours, trace ſcience from

its original ſource, and, drawing the attention to

the ſum of perfection, contemplate with admi

ration on the wonderful works of the Creator.

Geometry is diſplayed, with all its powers

and properties ; and, in the diſquiſition of this

ſcience, the mind is filled with pleaſure and de

light. Such is the latitude of this ſection , that

the moſt judicious may fail in an attempt to ex

plain it, as the rational powers are exerted to

their utmoſt ſtretch, in illuſtrating the beauties

of nature, and demonſtrating the more import

ant truths of morality.

4

The orders of architecture come under confi

deration in this ſection ; a brief deſcription of

'them may therefore not be improper.

By order in architecture, is meant a ſyſtem of

all the members, proportions, and ornaments of

columns and pilaſters ; or, it is a regular arrange

ment of the projecting parts of a building, which,

united with thoſe of a column, form a beauti

ful, perfect, and complete whole. From the firſt

formation of ſociety, order in architecture may

be traced. When the rigour of ſeaſons obliged

men to contrive ſhelter from the inclemency of

the weather, we learn that they firſt planted trees

on end, and then laid others acrofs, to ſupport a

covering,

4
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covering. The bands which connected thoſe

trees at top and bottom , is ſaid to have given riſe

to the idea of the baſe and capital of pillars ; and,

from this ſimple hint, originally proceeded the

more improved art of architecture.

The five orders are thus claffed : the Tuſcan ,

Doric , Ionic , Corinthian, and Compoſite.

The Tuſcan is the moſt ſimple and folid of the

five orders. It was invented in Tuſcany, whence

it derives its name. Its column is feven diame

ters high ; and its capital, baſe, and entablature

have but few mouldings. The fimplicity of the

conſtruction of this column renders it eligible

where ornament would be fuperfluous.

The Doric order, which is plain and natural,

is the moſt ancient, and was invented by the

Greeks. Its column is eight diameters high ,

and has ſeldom any ornaments on baſe or ca

pital, except mouldings; though the frieze is

diſtinguiſhed by triglyphs and metopes, and the

triglyphs compoſe the ornaments of the frieze.

The ſolid compoſition of this order, gives it a

preference , in ſtructures where ſtrength, and a

noble fimplicity, are chiefly required.

The Doric is the beſt proportioned of all

the orders. The ſeveral parts of which it is

compoſed are founded on the natural poſition of

ſolid bodies. In its firſt invention it was more

fimplo
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ſimple than in its preſent ſtate. In after-times,

when it began to be adorned , it gained the name

of Doric ; for when it was conſtructed in its

primitive and ſimple form , the name of Tuſcan

was conferred on it. Hence the Tuſcan pre

cedes the Doric in rank, on account of its re

ſemblance to that pillar in its original ſtate .

The Ionic bears a kind of mean proportion be

tween the more folid and delicate orders. Its

column is nine diameters high ; its capital is

adorned with volutes, and its cornice has den

ticles. There is both delicacy and ingenuity

diſplayed in this pillar ; the invention of which is

attributed to the Ionians, as the famous temple

of Diana at Epheſus was of this order. It is

ſaid to have been formed after the model of an

agreeable young woman, of an elegant ſhape,

dreſſed in her hair ; as a contraſt to the Doric

order, which was formed after that of a ſtrong

robuſt man.

The Corinthian , the richeſt of the five orders,

is deemed a maſter-piece of art, and was in

vented at Corinth by Callimachus. Its column

is ten diameters high, and its capital is adorned

with two rows of leaves, and eight volutes, which

ſuſtain the abacus. The frieze is ornamented

with curious devices, the cornice with denticles

and modillions. This order is uſed in ſtately

and ſuperb ſtructures.

Callimachus
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Callimachus is ſaid to have taken the hint of

the capital of this pillar from the following re

markable circumſtance. Accidentally paſſing by

the tomb of a young lady , he perceived a baſket

of toys, covered with a tile placed over an acan.

thus root, having been left there by her nurſe,

As the branches grew up, they encompaſſed the

baſket, till, arriving at the tile , they met with an

obſtruction, and bent downwards. Callimachus,

ſtruck with the object, fet about imitating the

-figure ; the vaſe of the capital he made to repre

fent the baſket ; the abacus, the tile ; and the

volute, the bending leaves.

The Compoſite is compounded of the other

orders, and was contrived by the Romans. Its

capital has the two rows of leaves of the Corin

thian , and the volutes of the Ionic. '. Its column

has the quarter -round asthe Tuſcan and Doric

orders, is ten diameters high, and its cornice

has denticles or ſimple modillions. This pillar

is generally found in buildings, where ſtrength ,

elegance, and beauty are diſplayed .

The ancient and original orders of architec

ture , revered by maſons, are no more than three ,

the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian . To theſe the

Romans have added two, the Tuſcan , which

they made plainer than the Doric ; and the

Compoſite, which was more ornamental, if not

more

e
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more beautiful, than the Corinthian . The firſt

three orders alone, however , ſhew invention and

particular character, and eſſentially differ from

each other : the two others have nothing but what

is borrowed, and differ only accidentally ; the

Tuſcan is the Doric in its earlieſt ſtate ; and

the Compoſite is the Corinthian enriched with

the Ionic. To the Greeks, and not to the Ro

mans, we are indebted for what is great, ju

dicious, and diſtinct in architecture .

Theſe obſervations are intended to induce the

induſtrious craftſman to purſue his reſearches

into the riſe and progreſs of architecture, by con

ſulting the worksof learned writers profeffedly

upon the ſubject.

An analyſis of the human faculties is alſo

given in this fection, in which the five external

ſenſes particularly claim attention.

When theſe topics are propoſed in our afſem

blies, we are not confined to any peculiar

mode of explanation ; every man being at liberty

to offer his ſentiments under proper reſtrictions.

The following thoughts on this important branch

of learning may, however, be uſeful :

The ſenſes we are to conſider as the gifts of

Nature, and though not the acquiſition of our rea

Toning faculty, yet, in the uſe of them, are ſtill

ſubject
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ſubject to reaſon . Reaſon, properly employed ,

confirms the documents of Nature, which are al

ways true and wholeſome : ſhe diſtinguiſhes the

good from the bad ; rejects the laſt with mo

deſty, adheres to the firſt with reverence.

The objects of human knowledge are innume

rable ; the channels by which this knowledge

is conveyed, are few . Among theſe, the percep

tion of external things by the ſenſes, and the in

formation we receive from human teſtimony,

are not the leaſt conſiderable ; the analogy be

tween them , is obvious. In the teſtimony of Na

ture given by the ſenſes, as well as in human

teſtimony given by information, things are ſig

nified by ſigns. In one as well as the other, the

mind, either by original principles or by cuſtom ,

paffes from the ſign to the conception and belief

of the thing ſignified. The ſigns in the natural

language, as well as the ſigns in our original

perceptions, have the ſame ſignification in all cli

mates and nations, and the ſkill of interpreting

them , is not acquired , but innate.

Having made theſe obſervations, we ſhall pro

ceed to give a brief deſcription of the five ſenfes.

Hearing is that ſenſe by which we diſtinguiſh

ſounds, and are capable of enjoying all the agree

able charms of muſic. By it we are enabled to

enjoy the pleaſures of ſociety, and reciprocally

to
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to communicate to each other, our thoughts and

intentions, our purpoſes and deſires ; while our

reaſon is capable of exerting its utmoſt power

and energy

The wiſe and beneficent Author of Nature

intended, by the formation of this ſenſe, that

we ſhould be ſocial creatures, and receive the

greateſt and moſt important part of our know

ledge by the information of others. For theſe

purpoſes we are endowed with hearing, that, by

a proper exertion of our rational powers, our

happineſs may be complete.

Seeing is that ſenſe by which we diſtinguiſh

objects, and in an inſtant of time, without

change of place or ſituation , view armies in bat

tle array, figures of the moſt ſtately ſtructures,

and all the agreeable variety diſplayed in the

landſcape of nature . By this ſenſe we find our

way in the pathleſs ocean, traverſe the globe

of earth, determine its figure and dimenſions,

and delineate any region or quarter of it. By it

we meaſure the planetary orbs, and make new

diſcoveries in the ſphere of the fixed ſtars. Nay

more ; by it we perceive the tempers and diſpoſi

tions, the paſſions and affections, of our fellow

creatures, when they with moſt to conceal

them , ſo that though the tongue might be taught

to lie and diffemble, the countenance would dif

play
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play the hypocriſy to the diſcerning eye. In

fine, the rays of light, which adminiſter to this

ſenſe, are the moſt aſtoniſhing parts of the in

animate creation , and render the eye a peculiar

object of admiration .

Of all the faculties, ſight is the nobleſt. The

ſtructure of the eye, and its appurtenances ,

evince the admirable contrivance of Nature for

performing all its various external and internal

motions, while the variety diſplayed in the eyes

of different animals, ſuited to their ſeveral ways

of life, clearly demonſtrates this organ to be the

maſter -piece of Nature's work.

Feeling is that ſenſe by which we diſtinguiſh

the different qualities of bodies , ſuch as heat

*and cold, hardneſs and ſoftneſs, roughneſs and

ſmoothneſs, figure, folidity, motion , and exten

fion ; which, by means of certain correſpond

ing ſenſations of touch , are preſented to the

mind as real external qualities, and the concep

tion or belief of them is invariably connected

with thoſe correſponding ſenſations, by an ori

ginal principle of human nature, which far tran

fcends our inquiry.

Allknowledge beyond our original perceptions

is got by experience. The conſtancy of Nature's

laws connects the ſign with the thing ſignified ,

and we rely on the continuance of that connec

tion whichexperience hath diſcovered .

Theſe
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Theſe three fenfes, hearing, ſeeing, andfeeling,

are deemed peculiarly cſſential among maſons.

Smelling is that ſenſe by which we diſtinguiſh

odours, the various kinds of which convey diffe

rent impreſſions to the mind. Animal and vege

table bodies, and indeed moſt other bodies, while

expoſed to the air, continually ſend forth effluvia

of vaſt ſubtilty, as well in the ſtate of life and

growth, as in the ſtateof fermentation and pu

trefaction . The volatile particles probably repel

each other, and ſcatter themſelves in the air, till

they meet with other bodies to which they bear

a chemical affinity , with which they unite, and

form new concretes. Theſe effluvia being drawn

into the noſtrils along with the air, are the means

by which all bodies are ſmelled . Hence it is

evident, that there is a manifeſt appearance

of deſign in the great Creator's having planted

the organ of ſmell in the inſide of that canal,

through which the air continually paffes in re

fpiration.

Taſting enables us to make a proper diſtinc

ţion in the choice of our food . The organ of

this ſenſe guards the entrance of the alimentary

canal, as that of ſmell guards the entrance of the

canal for reſpiration. From the ſituation of

both theſe organs, it is plain that they were ina

tended by Nature to diſtinguiſh wholeſome food

from
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from that which is nauſeous. Every thing that

enters into the ſtomach muſt undergo the ſcruti

ny of Taſting ; and by it we are capable of dif

cerning the changes which the ſame body under

goes in the different compoſitions of art, cook

ery, chemiſtry, pharmacy, &c.

Smelling and Taſting are inſeparably con

nected , and it is by the unnatural kind of life

men commonly lead in ſociety, that theſe fenfes

are rendered leſs fit to perform their natural of

fices.

The proper uſe of theſe five ſenſes enables

us to form juſt and accurate notions of the opem.

rations of Nature ; and when we reflect on the

objects with which our ſenſes are gratified , we

become conſcious of them, and are enabled to

attend to them , till they become familiar objects

of thought.

The ſenſes, and indeed all the operations of

the mind, are ſo difficult to underſtand, and to

analiſe, that the moſt judicious may fail in the

attempt to explain them . The mind is ulti

mately affected by the ſenſes ; when that is dif

eaſed, every ſenſe loſes its virtue. The fabric of

the mind, as well as that of the body, is curious

and wonderful ; the faculties of the one are

adapted to their ſeveral ends with equal wiſdom ,

and no leſs propriety, than the organs of the

E other.
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other. The inconceivable wiſdom of an Al

mighty Being is diſplayed in the ſtructure of

the mind, which extends its power over every

branch of ſcience ; and is therefore a theme

peculiarly worthy of attention . Inthe arts and

ſciences which have leaſt connexion with the

mind, its faculties are ſtill the engines whichwe

muſt employ ; the better we underſtand their

nature and uſe, their defects and diſorders, we

ſhall apply them with the greater ſucceſs. In

the nobleſt arts, the mind is the ſubject upon

which we operate.

Wiſe meń agree, that there is but one way to

the knowledge of Nature's works -- the way of

obſervation and experiment. By our conſtitu

tion we have a ſtrong propenſity to trace parti

cular facts and obſervations to general rules,

and to apply thoſe rules to account for other

effects, or to direct us in the production of them.

This procedure of the underſtanding is familiar

human creature in the common affairs

of life, and is the only means by which any real

diſcovery in philofophy can be made.

On the mind all our knowledge muſt depend ;

what, therefore, can be a more proper ſubject

for the inveſtigation of maſons? By anatomical

diffection and obſervation , we becomeacquainted

with the body ; but it is by the anatomy of the

mind alone we diſcover its powers and principles.

Το

to every
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To fum up the whole of this tranſcendent

meaſure of God's bounty to man, we ſhall add,

that memory, imagination , taſte, reaſoning, mo

ral perception , and all the active powers of the

ſoul, preſent a vaſt and boundleſs fieldfor philo

ſophical diſquiſition, which far exceeds human

inquiry, and are peculiar myſteries, known only

to Nature, and to Nature's God, to whom we

and all are indebted for creation, preſervation,

and every bleſſing we enjoy.

From this theme we proceed to illuſtrate the

moral advantages of Geometry ; a ſubject on

which the following obſervations may not be

unacceptable.

Geometry, the firſt and nobleſt of ſciences, is

the baſis on which the ſuperſtructure of maſonry

is erected . By geometry, we may curiouſly trace

Nature, through her various windings, to her

moſt concealed receffes. By it, we may diſcover

the power, the wiſdom , and the goodneſs of the

grand Artificer of the univerſe, and view with

delight the proportions which connect this vaſt

machine. By it, we may diſcover how the planets

move in their different orbits, and demonſtrate

their variousrevolutions. By it, we may account

for the return of ſeaſons, and the variety of

ſcenes which each ſeafon diſplays to the diſcern

ing eye. Numberleſs worlds are around us, all

framedE 2
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framed by the ſame Divine Artiſt, which roll

through the vaſt expanſe, and are all conducted

by the fame unerring laws of Nature.

A ſurvey of Nature, and the obſervation of

her beautiful proportions, firſt determined man

to imitate the divine plan, and ſtudy ſymmetry

and order. This gave riſe to ſocieties, and birth

uſeful art. The architect began to de

ſign , and the plans which he laid down, being

improved by experience and time, have produced

works which are the admiration of every age.

to every

The Third Section .

"

The third ſection of this degree has recourſe

to the origin of the inſtitution , and views ma

ſonry under two denominations, operative and

fpeculative. Theſe are ſeparately confidered ,

and the principles on which both are founded,

particularly explained . Their affinity is pointed

out, by allegorical figures, and typical repreſent

ations. Here the riſe of our government, or

diviſion into claſſes, is examined ; the diſpoſition

of our rulers, ſupreme and ſubordinate, is traced ;

and reaſons are aſſigned for the eſtabliſhment of

ſeveral of our preſent practices. The progreſs

made in architecture, particularly in the reign

of Solomon, is remarked ; the numberof artiſts

employed
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employed in building the temple of Jeruſalem ,

and the privileges which they enjoyed, are ſpeci

fied ; the period ſtipulated for rewarding merit is

fixed , and the inimitable moral to which that

circumſtance alludes, is explained ; the creation

of the world is deſcribed ; and many particulars

recited, all of which have been carefully preſerved

among maſons, and tranſmitted from one age to

another by oral tradition . In ſhort, this ſection

contains a ſtore of valuable knowledge, founded

on reaſon and ſacred record, both entertaining and

inſtructive. The whole operates powerfully in

enforcing the veneration due to antiquity.

We can afford little aſſiſtance by writing to

the induſtrious maſon in this ſection ; it can only

be acquired by oral communication : for an ex

planation , however, of the connection between

operative and ſpeculative maſonry, we refer him

to the Fourth Section of Book I. page 10.

The Fourth Section

The fourth and laſt ſection of this degree is

no leſs replete with uſeful inſtruction . Circum

ſtances of great importance to the fraternity are

here particulariſed, and many traditional tenets

and cuſtoms confirmed by ſacred and profane

E 3
record .
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record. The celeſtial and terreſtrial globes

are confidered with a minute accuracy ; and

here the accompliſhed gentleman may diſplay

his talents to advantage, in the elucidation of

the ſciences, which are claffed in a regular

arrangement. The mode of rewarding merit is

pointed out ; the marks of diſtinction which

were conferred on our ancient brethren , as the

reward of excellence, are named ; and the du

ties, as well as the privileges, of the firſt branch

of their male offspring, defined. This ſection

alſo contains obſervations on the validity of our

forms, and concludes with the moſt powerful

incentives to the practice of piety and virtue.

The ſeven liberal arts and ſciences are illuſ

trated in this ſection , it may not therefore be

improper to infert here a ſhort explanation of

them.

Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of

words according to the idiom or dialect of any

particular people ; and that excellency of pro

nunciation, which enables us to ſpeak or write

a language with accuracy, 'agreeably to reaſon ,

and correct uſage.

Rhetoric teaches us to ſpeak copiouſly and

fuently on any ſubject, not merely with pro

priety alone, but with all the advantages of force

and
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and elegance ; wiſely contriving to captivate the

hearer by ſtrength of argument and beauty of

expreſſion , whether it be, to intreat and exhort,

to admoniſh or applaud .

Logic teaches us to guide our reaſon diſcre

tionally in the general knowledge of things, and

direct our inquiries after truth . It conſiſts of a

regular train of argument, whence we infer, de

duce, and conclude, according to certain pre

miſes laid down, admitted, or granted ; and in it

are employed, the faculties of conceiving, judg

ing, reaſoning, and diſpoſing , all of which are

naturally led on from one gradation to another,

till the point in queſtion is finally determined.

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties

of numbers, which is variouſly effected , by let

ters, tables, figures, and inſtruments. By this

art, reaſons and demonſtrations are given, for

finding out any certain number, whoſe relation

or affinity to another, is already knowŋ or dif

covered.

Geometry treats of the powers and properties

of magnitudes ingeneral, where length , breadth ,

and thickneſs, are conſidered . By this ſcience,

the architect is enabled to conſtruct his plans,

and execute his deſigns ; the general to arrange

- his ſoldiers ; the engineer to mark out ground

for encampments ; the geographer to give us

theE 4 .
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the dimenſions of the world , and all things

therein contained, to delineate the extent of feas,

and ſpecify the diviſions of empires, kingdoms,

and provinces ; by it, alſo , the aſtronomer is

enabled to make his obſervations, and to fix the

duration of times and ſeaſons, years and cycles.

In fine, geometry is the foundation of architec

ture , and the root of the mathematics.

Muſic teaches the art of forming concords,

fo as to compoſe delightful harmony, by a

mathematical and proportional arrangement of

acute, grave, and mixed ſounds. This art, by

a ſeries of experiments, is reduced to a demon

ſtrative ſcience, with reſpect to tones, and the

intervals of found only. It inquires into the na

ture of concords and diſcords, and enables us to

find out the proportion between them by num

bers.

Aſtronomy is that divine art, by which we

are taught to read the wiſdom , ſtrength, and

beauty of the almighty Creator, in thoſe facred

pages, the celeftial hemiſphere. Afliſted by

aſtronomy, we can obſerve the motions, meaſure

the diſtances, comprehend the magnitudes, and

calculate the periods and eclipſes, of the heavenly

bodies. By it, we learn the uſe of the globes,

the fyſtem of the world , and the primary law

of nature. While we are employed in the ſtudy

of

N
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this fcience, we muſt perceive unparalleled in

ſtances of wiſdom and goodneſs, and, through

the whole of creation , trace the glorious Au

thor by his works.

The doctrine of the ſpheres is included in the

ſcience of aſtronomy, and particularly confi

dered in this ſection .

The globes are two artificial ſpherical bodies,

on the convex ſurface of which are repreſented

the countries, feas, and various parts of the

earth , the face of the heavens, the planetary

revolutions, and other important particulars.

The ſphere, with the parts of the earth deli

neated on its ſurface, is called the terreſtrial

globe ; and that with the conſtellations, and

other heavenly bodies, the celeſtialglobe. Their

principal uſe, befide ſerving as maps to diſtin

guiſh the outward parts of the earth , and the

ſituation of the fixed ſtars, is to illuſtrate and

explain the phenomena ariſing from the annual

revolution , and the diurnal rotation, of the earth

round its own axix . They are the nobleſt in

ftruments for improving the mind, and giving it

the moſt diſtinct idea of any problem or propo

ſition , as well as enabling it to ſolve the ſame.

Contemplating theſe bodies, we are inſpired

with
ES
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with a due reverence for the Deity and his

works, and are induced to apply with diligence

and attention to aſtronomy, geography, naviga

tion , and the arts dependent on them , by which

ſociety has been ſomuch benefited.

Thus end the different ſections of the ſecond

lecture, which, with the ceremony uſed at open

ing and cloſing the lodge, comprehend the whole

of the ſecond degree of Maſonry. This lecture

contains a regular ſyſtem of ſcience, demon

ſtrated on the cleareſt principles, and founded on

the moſt ſtable foundation .

1.
4

SECT. V.

REMARKS on the THIRD LECTURE.

V

IN treating with propriety on any ſubject, it is
neceffary to obſerve a regular courſe . In the

two firſt degrees of maſonry, we have recapitu

ted the contents of the ſeveral ſections, and

ſhould willingly have purſued the fame plan in

the third degree, did not the variety of particu

lars of which it is compoſed, render it impoſſible

to give an abſtract, without violating the laws

of maſonry. It may be ſufficient to remark, that,

in twelve ſections, ofwhich the lecture confifts,

every circumſtance that reſpects our government,

and
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and the mode of our proceedings either on private

or public occafions, is ſatisfactorily explained.

Among the brethren of this degree, the land

marks of the Order are preſerved ; andfrom them

may be expected that fund of information, which

expert and ingenious craftſmen only can afford,

whoſe judgment has been matured by years and

experience. To a complete knowledge of this

lecture, few arrive ; but it is an infallible truth,

that he who acquires by merit the mark of pre

eminence which this degree affords, will receive

a reward which amply compenſates all his paſt

diligence and aſſiduity.

From this claſs, our rulers are ſelected ; as it

only from thoſe who are capable of giving in

ſtruction, that we can properly expect to re

ceive it.

The Firſt Section

The ceremony of initiation into the third de

gree , is particularly ſpecified in this branch of the

lecture, and here many other uſeful inſtructions

are given.

Such is the importance of this ſection , that

we may ſafely declare, that the perſon who is

unacquainted with it, is ill qualifiedto act as a

ruler or governor of the work .

.

1

E 6
Prayer1
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Prayer at Initiation into the Third Degree.

O Lord, direct us to know and ſerve thee

aright; proſper our laudable undertakings; and

grant, that, as we increaſe in knowledge, we may

improve in virtue, and ſtill farther promote thy

honour and glory ! Amen .

Charge at Initiation into the Third Degree.

BROTHER,

Your zeal for the inſtitution of maſonry, the

progreſs you have made in the myſtery, and your

ſtedfaſt conformity to our regulations, have

pointed you out as a proper object of our favour

and eſteem .

You are now bound by duty, honour, and

gratitude, to be faithful to your truſt ; to ſup

port the dignity of your character on every oc

caſion ; and to enforce, by precept and example,

obedience to the tenets of the Order. Exem

plary conduct is expected from you, to convince

the world , that merit is the title to our privi

leges, and that on you our favours are not unde

ſervedly beſtowed .

In the character of a Mafter -mafon , you are

authoriſed to correct the errors and irregularities

of
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of your uninformed brethren, and to guard them

againſt a breach of fidelity, and every allure

ment to vicious practices. To preſerve the re

putation of the fraternity unſullied , muſt be

your conſtant care ; and for this purpoſe, it is

your province, to recommend to your inferiors,

obedience and ſubmiſſion ; to your equals, cour

tefy and affability ; to your ſuperiors, kindneſs

and condeſcenſion . Univerſal benevolence you

are always to inculcate ; and, by the regularity

of your own behaviour, afford the beſt example

for the conduct of others leſs informed . The

ancient landmarks of the Order, intruſted to

your care , you are carefully to preſerve;and while

you caution the inexperienced againſt a breach

of fidelity, never ſuffer them to be infringed , or

countenance a deviation from the eſtabliſhed

uſages and cuſtoms of the fraternity.

Your virtue, honour, and reputation, are con

cerned, in ſupporting, with dignity, the reſpec

table character you now bear. Let no motive,

therefore, make you ſwerve from your duty, vio

late your vows, or betray your truſt ; but be true

and faithful, and imitate the example of that ce

lebrated artiſt, whom you have this evening re

preſented. ThusThus you will render yourſelf de

ſerving of the honour which we have conferred ,

and merit the confidence that we have repoſed.

:

The
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The Second Section .

The ſecond ſection ſerves as an introduction

to the proceedings of a Chapter of Maſter-ma

fons, and illuſtrates ſeveral points well known

to experienced craftſmen . It inveſtigates the

ceremony of opening a Chapter, and recapitu

lates the moſt important circumſtances in the

two preceding degrees.

The Third Section .

The third fection is a preliminary introduc

tion to thehiſtorical traditions of the Order, and

is chiefly collected from ſacred record, and other

authentic writings.

The Fourth Section .

The fourth ſection recites the hiſtorical tra

ditions of the Order, and preſents to view a

finiſhed picture , of the utmoſt conſequence to

the fraternity

The Fifth Section.

The fifth ſection continues the hiſtorical tra

ditions of the Order.

The Sixth Section .

$
The fixth ſection concludes the hiſtorical tra

ditions of the Order.

The



OF MASONRY. 87(

The Seventh Section.

The ſeventh ſection illuſtrates certain hiero

glyphical emblems, and inculcates many uſeful

leſſons, to extend knowledge, and promote vir

tue.

This ſection is indiſpenſably neceſſary to be

underſtood by every Maſter of a lodge.

The Eighth Section .

The eighth ſection treats of the government

of the ſociety, and the diſpoſition of our rulers.

It is generally rehearſed at inſtallations.

1

The Ninth Section * .

The ninth ſection illuſtrates the qualifications

of rulers, and includes the ceremony of inſtal

lation, in the grand lodge, as well as private

lodges.

The Tenth Şection .

The tenth ſectioncomprehends the ceremo

nies of conſtitution and conſecration , and a

variety of particulars explanatory of thoſe cere

monies .

2

* For a particular account of many circumſtances to which

this and the two following ſections relate, ſee the Ceremonies of

Conſtitution, Confecration , Inſtallation, &c. annexed to theſe

Remarks. 1

The
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The Eleventh Seption .

The eleventh ſection illuſtrates the ceremo

nies uſed at laying the foundation ſtones of

churches, chapels, palaces, hoſpitals, &c. alſo

at dedications ; and at funerals .

The Twelfth Section .

The twelfth ſection recapitulates the remark

able circumſtances in all the degrees, and corro

borates the whole by infallible teſtimony.

Having gone through the principal degrees of .

maſonry , and made ſuch remarks on each de

gree , as tend to illuſtrate the ſubjects of which

it treats, little farther can be wanted to encou

rage the zealous maſon to perſevere in his re

ſearches. Whoever has traced the Art in a re

gular progreſs, from the commencement of the

Firſt to the concluſion of the Third Degree,

according to the plan here laid down, will have

amaffed an ample ſtore of uſeful learning ; and

muſt reflect with pleaſure on the good effects

of his paſt diligence and attention; while, by

applying the whole to the general advantage of

fociety, he will obſerve method in the proper

diſtribution of what he has acquired , ſecure to

himſelf the veneration of maſons, and the ap

- probation of all good men.
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SECT. VI.

Of the ancient Ceremonies of the Order.

WEnowproceed to illuſtrate the ancient

ceremonies of the Order, particularly

thoſe obſerved at the Conſtitution and Conſecra

tion of a Lodge, with the Inſtallation of Officers ;

and for more general information , ſhall occa

ſionally introduce the uſual charges delivered on

thoſe occaſions. We ſhall likewiſe annex an

explanation of the ceremonies uſed at laying the

foundation ſtones of public ſtructures, at the

dedication of public halls, and at funerals, and

cloſe this part of the treatiſe with the funeral

ſervice .

The Manner of conftituting a Lodge, including the

Ceremony of Confecration, & c.

Any number of Maſter-maſons, not under

ſeven , reſolved to form a New Lodge, muſt ap

ply, by petition *, to the Grand Maſter ; fetting

forth ,

* This mode of applying by petition to the Grand Maſter, and

in confequence of which a warrant to meet as a regular lodge is

granted , commenced only in the year 1718 ; previous to which

time lodges were occaſionally convened, and empowered , by in .

herent privileges veſted in the fraternity at large, to meet and act

under the direction of ſome able architect ; and their proceedings

being
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forth , “ That they are regular + maſons, and are

6 at preſent, or have been , members of regu

• lar lodges ț: That, having the proſperity of

+ the fraternity at heart, they are willing to exert

their beſt endeavours to promote and diffuſe

the genuine principles of maſonry : That, for

the conveniency of their reſpective dwellings,

and other good reaſons, they have agreed to

form a New Lodge, to be named

• That, in conſequence of this reſolution , they

pray for a warrant of conſtitution , to em

power them to aſſemble, as a regular lodge,

of every month , at

; and then and thereto dif

charge the duties of Maſonry, in a regular and

conftitutional manner, according to the ori

« ginal forms of the Order, and the laws of the

Grand Lodge : That they have nominated and

. do recommend A. B. to be the firſt Maſter,

on the

being approved by the majority of the brethren convened in that

diſtrict where the lodge was held, were deemed conſtitutional.

By ſuch an authority the Lodge of Antiquity in London now

holds, and the authority of that lodge has been repeatedly con.

firmed and acknowledged .

+ By regular maſons is to be underſtood perſons initiated into

Maſonry in a conſtitutional manner, agreeably to the charges and

regulations of the Order,

1. Lodges, regularly . conſtituted , or legally, warranted by the

Grand Lodge to act.

rand
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i and C. D. to be the firſt Senior Warden, and

* E. F. to be the firſt Junior Warden, of the

" faid Lodge : That, the prayer of the petition

being granted , they promiſe ſtrict conformity

to every regular edict and command of the

Grand Maſter, and to all the conftitutional

• laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge.'

This petition, being ſigned by at leaſt ſeven

regular maſons, and recommended by the Maf

ters of three regular lodges adjacent to the place

where the New Lodge is to be held, is delivered

to the Grand Secretary ; who, on preſenting it

to the Grand Maſter, or in his abſence to the

Deputy, and on its being approved by him,

grants a diſpenſation , authoriſing the brethren

ſpecified in the petition, to aſſemble as maſons

for forty days, and until ſuch time as a conſtitu

tion can be granted by command of the Grand

Lodge, or that authority be recalled .

In conſequence of this diſpenſation, a lodge is

held at the place therein ſpecified; and the tranſ

actions thereof being properly recorded, are

equally valid, for the time being, with thoſe of

a regular conſtituted lodge, provided they are

afterwards approved by the brethren convened

at the time of Conſtitution .

When the Grand Lodge has ſignified an ap

probation of the New Lodge, and the Grand

Mafter



92
ILLUSTRATION

S

Maſter is thoroughly ſatisfied of the truth of the

allegations ſet forth in the petition , he appoints

a day and hour for conſtituting (and conſe

crating*] the New Lodge; and for inſtalling

its Maſter, Wardens, and Officers.

If the Grand Maſter, in perſon, attends the

ceremony, the lodge is faid to be conſtituted

IN AMPLE FORM ; if the Deputy Grand Maſter

only, it is ſaid to be conſtituted IN DUE FORM ;

but if the power of performing the ceremony is

veſted in a fubordinate Lodge, it is ſaid only to

be conſtituted IN FORM.

Ceremony of Conſtitution.

On the day and hour appointed, the Grand

Maſter and his Officers for the Maſter and Offi

cers of any private Lodge authoriſed by the

Grand Maſter for that purpoſe] meetin a con

venient room ; and,being properly clothed , walk

in proceſſion to the lodge room.
Silence being

proclaimed, the lodge is opened by the Grand

Maſter (or Maſter in the Chair ] in all the degrees

of Maſonry, A prayer is repeated in due form ,,

and an ode, in honour of maſonry, fung. The

Grand Maſter Cor Maſter in the Chair] is then

informed by the Grand Secretary, (or his locum

tenens,] “ That feveral brethren, duly inſtructed

* This is too frequently omitted.

& in
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the myſteries ofmaſonry, [naming them ,] de

fire to be formed into a New Lodge, under his

Worſhip's (or the Grand Maſter's] patronage ;

and that a difpenfation hasbeen granted to them

for that purpoſe, by virtue of which authority

they have aſſembled as regular maſons, and

their tranſactions have been duly recorded .'

The petition is read, as alſo the diſpenſation,

and the warrant or charter of conſtitution,

granted in conſequence of it. The minutes of

the tranſactions of the New Lodge, while under

diſpenſation, are read, and if approved, are de

clared to be regular, valid, and conſtitutional.

The Grand Maſter (or Maſter in the Chair) then

takes the warrant in his hand, and requeſts the

brethren of the New Lodge, publicly to ſignify

their approbation or diſapprobation of the Offi

cers nominated in the warrant to preſide over

them . This being ſignified accordingly, an an

them is ſung, and an oration, on the nature and

deſign of maſonry, delivered.

The ceremony of confecration ſucceeds.

Ceremony of Conſecration *.

The Grand Maſter, attended by his Officers,

and ſome dignified Clergyman, form themſelves

* This is never to be uſed but when ſpecially ordered .

in
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in order round the lodge, which is placed in the

centre, covered with white fattin . All devoutly

kneeling, the preparatory prayer is rehearſed .

The chaplain, or oratör, produces his autho

rityt, and being properly afſifted, proceeds to

confecrateſ. Solemn muſic dignifies the cere

mony, while the neceſſary preparations are

made. The lodge is uncovered , and the firſt

clauſe of the confecration prayer rehearſed , all

devoutly kneeling. The reſponſe is made,

GLORY TO GOD ON HIGH. Incenſe is ſcattered

over the lodge, and the grand honours of ma

ſonry are given . The grand Invocation is then

pronounced, with the honours ;after which the

conſecration prayer is concluded, and the re

ſponſe repeated as before, together with the ho

nours. The lodge is covered , and all riſing up,

folemn muſic is refumed, after which the bleſſing

is given, and the reſponſe made as before, ac

companied with the uſual honours. An anthem

is ſung, and, the brethren of the New Lodge

coming forward , do homage to the Grand Maf

ter, and the confecration ends.

+ The conſtitution roll .

| Corn, wine, and oil , are the elements of conſecration .

The
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The above ceremony being finiſhed,the Grand

Maſter advances to the Pedeſtal, and conſtitutes

the New Lodge in the following manner :

In this my exalted character, to which the

ſuffrages of my brethren have raiſed me, I in

r voke the name of the MOST HIGH, to whom be

glory and honour, that he may be with you at

o your beginning ; and, by the divine aid, I now

conſtitute and form you, my good brethren,

into a Lodge of Free and Accepted Mafons.

From henceforth I empower you to act, as a

" regular lodge, conſtituted in conformity to the

rites of our Order, and the charges of our

ancient and honourable fraternity ; and may

God be with you ! Amen . [ Flouriſh with

drums and trumpets . ]

The grand honours are then giveti; and the

ceremony of Inſtallation ſucceeds.

6

>

Ceremony of Inſtallation.

The Grand Maſter * aſks his Deputy, Whe

ther he has examined the Maſter nominated

in the warrant, and finds him well ſkilled in

the noble ſcience and the royal Art ?' The

* In this, and other fimilar inſtances, where the Grand Maſter

ſpecified as acting, may be underſtood any Maſter who performs

the ceremony .

Deputy
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Deputy anſwering in the affirmative * , by the

Grand Maſter's order, takes the candidate from

among his fellows, and preſents him at the pe

deſtal ; ſaying, · Moſt worſhipful Grand Maſter,

• [or right worſhipful, as it happens,] I preſent

' my worthy brother A. B. to be inſtalledMaſter

of this New Lodge. I find him to be of good

morals, and of great ſkill, true and truſty ; and

as he is a lover of the whole fraternity, where

• ſoever diſperſed over the face of the earth , I

« doubt not that he will diſcharge his duty with

fidelity .'

The Grand Maſter thenorders a ſummary of

the ancient chargest to be read by the Grand

Secretary ( or acting Secretary] to the Maſter

elect,

• I. You agree to be a good man and true,

s and ſtrictly to obey the moral law.

« II. You

* A private examination is underſtood to precede the inſtalla

tion of every Officer .

7. As the curious reader may wiſh to know the ancient charges

that were uſed on this occaſion , we ſhall here inſert them verla .

tim , as they are contained in a MS. in poffeffion of the Lodge of

Antiquity in London, written in the reign of James the Second.

* * * * * And furthermore, at diverſe aſſemblies, have

• been put and ordained diverſe crafties by the beſt adviſe of ma.

giftrates and fellows. Tunc unus ex fenioribus tent . litrum , et illi

• ponent manumfuamſuper librum .

« Every



OF MASONRY.
97

• II . You agree to be a peaceable ſubject, and

cheerfully to conform to the laws of the

country in which you relide.

III. You
6

1

• Every man that is a maſon take good heed to theſe charges

(wee pray ), that if any man find himſelfe guilty of any of theſe

charges, that he may amend himſelfe, or principally for dread

of God , you that be charged to take good heed that you keepe all

• theſe charges well, for it is a great evill for a man to forſwear

• himſelfe upon a book .

The firſt charge is, That yee ſhall be true men to God and

the holy church , and to uſē no error or herefie by your under

tanding and by wiſe men's teaching. Allſo ,

• Secondly , That yee ſhall be true liege men to the King of

• England, without treaſon or any falfhvod , and that yee know

o no treaſon or treachery, but yee ſhall give knowledge thereof to

the King, or to his counſell ; allfo yee ſhall be true one to ,

another, ( that is to ſay) every maſon of the craft that is maſon

allowed , yee ſhall doe to him as yee would be done unto

yourſelfe .

• Thirdly, And yee ſhall keepe truly all the counſell that ought

' to be kept in the way ofMaſonhood, and all the counſell of the

Lodgeor of the chamber. - Allſo, that yee ſhall be no theife

nor thieves to your knowledge free : that yee ſhall be true to the

• king , lord, or maſter that yee ſerve , and truely to ſee and worke

• for his advantage.

• Fourthly, Yee ſhall call all maſons your fellows, or your

• brethren , and no other names .

• Fifthly, Yee ſhall not take your fellow's wife in villany,

nor deflower his daughter or ſervant, nor put him to no dilo

worſhip

• Sixthly, Yee ſhall truely pay for your meat or drinke where .

• foever yee goe, to table or bord. Allſo, yee ſhall doc no viliany

there, whereby the craft or ſcience may be dandered .

Thefe

6
T
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• III. You promiſe not to be concerned in

plots or conſpiracies againſt government, but

* patiently to ſubmit to the deciſions of the

• ſupreme legiſlature.

< IV. You

« Theſe be the charges general to every true maſon , both mal

ters and fellowes .'

« Now will I rehearſe other charges fingle for maſons allowed

6 or accepted.

« Firſt , That no maſon take on him no lord's worke, nor any

6 other man's, unleſſe he know himſelfe well able to perform the

• worke, ſo that the craft have no Nander.

. Secondly, Alſo, that no maſter take worke but that he

" take " reaſonable pay for itt ; ſo the lord may be truly

• ſerved, and the maſter to live honeſtly, and to pay his fellows

« truely . And that no maſter or fellow ſupplant others of their

worke ; ( that is to ſay) that if hehath taken a worke, or elſe

• ſtand maſter of any worke, that he ſhall not put him out, un

« leſs he be unable of cunning to make an end of his worke.

• And no maſter nor fellow ſhall take no apprintice for leſs than

« feaven yeares. And that the apprintice be free -born , and of

limbs whole as a man ought to be, and no baſtard . And that

no maſter or fellow take no allowance to be made maſon without

the aſlent of his fellows, at the leaſt fix or ſeaven.

• Thirdly, that he that be made be able in all degrees ; that is,

• free -born , of a good kindred , true, and no bondſman, and that

he have his right limbs as a man ought to have .

“ Fourthly , That a maſter take no apprintice without he have

" 'occupation to occupy two or three fellows at the leaſt.

? Fifthly, That no maſter or fellow put away any lord's worke

• to taſke that ought to be journey worke.

• Sixthly, That every maſter give pay to his fellows and ſervants

• as they may deſerve, ſoe that he be not defamed with falſe worke

ing. And that none Nander another behind his backe, to make

him looſe his good name.

• Seaventhly,

6
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• IV. You agree to pay a proper reſpect to

the civil magiſtrate, to work diligently, live

creditably, and act honourably by all men.

· V. You agree to hold in veneration the

original rulers and patrons of the Order of

Maſonry, and their regular fucceffors, ſupreme

and ſubordinate, according to their ſtations ;

( and

6

YO

Seaventhly , That no fellow in the houſe or abroad anſwear

6 another ungodly or reproveablely without a cauſe .

• Eighthly, That every maſter -mafon doe reverence his elder ;

6 and that a maſon be no common plaier at the cards, dice, or

hazzard , nor at any other unlawfull plaies, through the which the

• ſcience and craft may be diſhonoured or Nandered.

Ninthly, That no fellow goe into the town by night, except he

( have a fellow with him, who may beare him record that he was in

an honeſt place .

Tenthly, That every maſter and fellow ſhall come to the

. affemblie , if itt be within fifty miles of him, if he have any

warning. And if he have treſpaſſed againſt the craft, to abide

the award ofmaſters and fellows.

• Eleventhly, That every maſter -maſon and fellow that hath

trefpaffed againſt the craft ſhall ſtand to the correction of other

• maſters and fellows to make him accord ; and if they cannot

6 accord , to go to the common law.

Twelvethly, That a maſter or fellow make not a mould - ſtone,

' ſquare, nor rule, to no lowen , nor let no lowen worke within

their Lodge, nor without, to mould ſtone.

• Thirteenthly, That every maſon receive and cheriſh ſtrange

fellowes when they come over the countrie, and ſet them on

worke if they will worke, as the manner is ; ( that is to lay ) if

the maron have any mould ſtone in his place, he ſhall give him a

mould ftone, and ſett him on worke ; and if he have none, the

maſan ſhall refreſh him with money unto the next

• Fourteenthly ,
F 2
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6 and to ſubmit to the awards and reſolutions of

your brethren in general chapter convened ,

• in every caſe conſiſtent with the conſtitutions

of the Order.

• VI. You agree to avoid private piques and

quarrels, and to guard againſt intemperance

( and exceſs .

· VII. You agree to be cautious in carriage

( and behaviour, courteous to your brethren ,

and faithful to your lodge.

« VIII. You promiſe to reſpect genuine bre

( thren, and to diſcountenance impoſtors, and all

• difſenters from the original plan of Mafonry.

IX . You agree to promote the general good

of ſociety, to cultivate the ſocial virtues, and to

propagate the knowledge of the Art .'

On the Maſter Elect ſignifying his affent to

theſe Charges, the Secretary proceeds to read

the following regulations :

• I. You promiſe to pay homage to the Grand

* Maſter for the time being, and to his Officers,

6

• Fourteenthly , That every maſon fall truely ſerve his maſter

• for his pay . 11

• Fifteenthly, That every maſter ſhall truely make an end of

his worke, taſke orjourney, whetherſoe it be.

• Theſe be all the charges and covenants that ought to be read

• at the inſtallment of maſter, or making of a free -maſon or

• free -maſons. The almighty God of Jacob, who ever have you

• and me in his keeping, bleſs us now and ever . Amen .'

( when
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when duly inſtalled ; and ſtrictly to conform to

every edict of the Grand Lodge, or General

• Affembly of Maſons, that is not ſubverſive of

• the principles and groundwork of Maſonry.

« II. You admit that it is not in the power of

any man, or body of men, to make innovation

• in the body of maſonry.

• III. You promiſe a regular attendance on the

! committees and communications of the Grand

• Lodge, on receiving proper notice ; and to pay

attention to all the duties of maſonry, on con

( venient occaſions.

• IV . You admit that no new lodge ſhall be

• formed without permiſſion of the Grand Maſter

or his Deputy ; and that no countenance be

.given to any irregular lodge, or to any perſon

• clandeſtinely initiated therein, being contrary to

the ancient charges of the Order.

• V. You admit that no perſon can be regularly

• made a maſon in, or admitted member of, any

regular lodge, without previous notice, and due

inquiry into his character .

• VI. You agree that no viſitors ſhall be re

ceived into your lodge without due examina

' tion, and producing proper vouchers of their

. having been initiated in a regular lodge.'

• Theſe are the regulations of the Grand Lodge

of Free and Accepted Maſons.'

F 3
The

.
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ages before

The Grand Maſter then addreffes the Maſter

Elect in the following manner : Do you ſub

i mit to thoſe Charges, and promiſe to ſupport

' thoſe Regulations, as Maſters have done in all

you ? ' The New Maſter having

ſignified his cordial ſubmiſſion as before , is re

gularly inſtalled, bound to his truſt, and in

veſted with the badge of office by the Grand

Maſter, who thus ſalutes him : • Brother A. B.,

. in conſequence of your cheerful conformity to

the Charges and Regulations of the Order, I

appoint you Maſter of this New Lodge, not

doubting of your care, , ſkill, and capacity .'

The warrant of conſtitution is then delivered

over to the NewMaſter ; after which, the Holy

Writings, the rule and line, the ſquare and com

paſſes, the conſtitutions, the minute book, the

mallet, the trowel , the chiflel, the moveable

jewels, and all the inſignia of his different offi

cers, are ſeparately preſented to him, and chargeş

ſuitable to each, delivered *. The New Maſter

is

* The ſame ceremony and charges attend every ſucceeding in.

fallation .

- For the accommodation of thoſe brethren , whole diſtance from

the metropoliş may deprive them of gaining the neceſſary inftryco

* tion in this important ritę, we ſhall here inſert a few moralobſerya:

tions on the inſtruments of maſonry, thus preſented to the Maſter

of a lodge at inſtallation .

“ The various implements of the profeſſion are emblematical of

o our conduct in life, and, upon this occaſion , carefully enumerated .

The
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is then conducted by the [Grand] Stewards,

amidſt the acclamations of the brethren, to the

Grand Maſter's left hand, where he returns his

becoming

“ The Rule directs, that we ſhould punctually obſerve our duty;

preſs forward in the path of virtue, and, neither inclining to the

right, nor to the left, in all our actions have eternity in view.

“ The Line teaches, the criterion of moral rectitude, to avoid

diffimulation in converſation and action , and to direct our ſteps to

the path which leads to immortality.

“ The Trowel teaches, that nothing can be united without proper

cement, and that the perfection of a building muſt depend on the

proper diſpoſition of that cement ; lo Charity, the bond of per

fection and ſocial union, muſt link ſeparate minds and ſeparate in

tereſts; that, like the radii of a circle which extend from the centre

to every part of the circumference, the principle of univerſal benes

volence may be diffuſed to every member of the community.

“ The Plumb admoniſhes, to walk upright in our ſtation , to

hold the ſcale of juſtice in equal poiſe, to obſerve the jutt medium

between intemperance and pleaſure, and to make our paſſions and

prejudices coincide with the line of our duty .

“ The Square teaches, to regulate our actions by rule and line ,

and to harmoniſe our conduct by the principles of morality and

virtue .

“ The Compaſſes teach , to limit our duty in every ſtation, that,

riſing to eminence by merit, we may live reſpected, and die re .

gretted .

“ The Level demonſtrates, that we are deſcended from the ſame

ſtock , partake of the ſame nature, and ſhare the ſame hope ; and

though diſtinctions among men are neceſſary to preſerve fubordi.

nation , yet that no eminence of ftation ſhould make us forget

that we are brethren , and that he who is placed on the loweſt ſpoke

of fortune's wheel, may be entitled to our regard ; becauſe a

time will come, and the wiſeſt knows not how ſoon, when all dif

tinctions,

>

2

F4
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becoming acknowledgments ; firſt, to the Grand

Maſter ; and next, to all the officers in order :

after which he is faluted by the Brethren in a

grand chorus ſuitable to the occaſion . The

members of the New Lodge then advance in

proceſſion, pay due homage to the New Maſter,

and fignify their promiſe of ſubjection and obe

dience by the uſual congratulations in the diffe

rent degrees of maſonry.

This ceremony being concluded, the Grand

Maſter orders the New Maſter to enter imme

diately upon the exerciſe of his office ; in ap

pointing his wardens, whom he ſpecifies by

NI
tinctions, but that of goodneſs, fhall ceaſe ; and death , the grand

leveller of human greatneſs, reduce us to the fame ſtate .

« The Chiffel demonſtrates, the advantages of diſcipline and edu .

cation . The mind, like the diamond, in its original ſtate, is un

poliſhed ; but as the effects of the chiffel on the external coat, foon

preſents to view the latent beauties of the diamond ; fo education

diſcovers the latent virtues of the mind, and draws them forth to

range the large field of matter and ſpace, to diſplay the ſummit of

human knowledge, our duty to God, and to man .

“ The Mallet teaches, to lop off excreſcences, and ſmooth

ſurfaces ; or, in other words, to correct irregularities, and reduce

man to a proper level ; ſo that, by quiet deportment, he may, in

the ſchool of diſcipline, learn to be content. What the Mallet is

to the workman, enlightened reaſon is to the paſſions ; it curbs

ambition, it depreſſes envy , it moderates anger , and it encourages

good diſpoſitions ; whence ariſe that comely order,

Wbicb nutbing eartbly gives, or can deſtroy,

Tbe foul's calm ſunſhine, and tbe beart-felt joy .

name.
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They are conducted to the pedeſtal,

preſented to the Grand Maſter, and inſtalled

by the Grand Wardens ; after which the New

Maſter * proceeds to inveſt them with the badges

of their offices in the following manner :

• Brother C. D. I appoint you Senior Warden

of this lodge ; and inveſt you with the enſign

of your officeſ. Your regular attendance on

our ſtated meetings is eſſentially neceſſary ; in

my abſence you are to govern this lodge ; in

' my preſence you are to aſſiſt me in the govern

* ment of it . I firmly rely on your knowledge

of maſonry, and attachment to the lodge, for

the faithful diſcharge of the duties of this im

portant truſt .'

• Brother E. F. I appoint you Junior Warden

of this lodge ; and inveſt you with the badge of

your office f . To you I entruſt the examina

. tion of viſitors, and the introduction of can

* didates . Your regular and punctual attend

' ance is particularly requeſted ; and I have no

• doubt that you will faithfully execute the duty,

' which you owe to your preſent appointment.'

* When the Grand Maſter and his Officers attend to conftitute

a new Lodge, the D. G. M. uſually inveſts the new Maſter, the

Grand Wardens inveft the new Wardens, the Grand Treaſurer

and Grand Secretary inveſt the Treaſurer and Secretary, and the

Grand Stewards the Stewards.

| Here ſpecify its moral excellence .

9

F5 The
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The New Maſter then addreſſes his Wardens

together :

Brother Wardens, you are too good mem

bers of our community, and too expert in the

principles of maſonry, to require much infor,

mation in the duties of your reſpective offices :

fuffice it to mention, that I expect what you

• have ſeen praiſe-worthy in others, you will

carefully imitate ; and what in them may have

appeared defective, you will in yourſelves

amend . Good order and regularity you muſt

endeavour to promote ; for, by a due regard to

the laws in your own conduct, you can only

expect obedience to them from theother memo

bers.'

The Wardens retire to their ſeats, and the

Treaſurer * is next inveſted . The Secretary is

then called to the pedeſtal, and inveſted with the

jewel of his office ; upon which the New Mafter,

thus addreſſes him :

• I appoint you, brother G. H., Secretary of,

• this lodge. It is your province to record the,

minutes, ſettle the accounts, and iſſue out the

« fummons for our regular meetings. Your good

• inclinations to maſonry and this lodge, I hope,

will induce you to diſcharge your office with,

* This officer is not appointed by the Maſter, but elected by,

the Lodge.

fidelity,
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. fidelity, and by ſo doing, you will merit the

eſteem and applauſe of your brethren .'

The Deacons are then named, and inveſted ,

upon
which the New Maſter addreffes them as

follows :

Brothers I. K. and L.M.I appoint you
Dea

cons of this lodge . It is your province to at

tend on the Maſter and Wardens, and to act as

their proxies in the active duties of the lodge ;

fuch as in the reception of candidates into the

• different degrees of maſonry, and in the imme

diate practice of ourrites. Thoſe columns, as

badges of your office, I entruſt to your care,

not doubting your vigilance and attention . '

The Stewards are next called up, and inveſted ;

upon which the following charge is delivered to

them by the New Maſter :

• Brothers N. O. and P. Q. I appoint you

• Stewards of this lodge . The duties of your

office are , to introduce viſitors, and ſee thať

they are properly accommodated ; to col

lect ſubſcriptions and other fees , and keep

( an exact accountof the lodge expences. Your

6 regular and early attendance will afford the

• beſt proof of your zeal and attachment.'

The Maſter then appoints the Tyler, and de

livers over to him the inſtrument of his office,

with a ſhort charge on the occaſion ; after which

F 6 he
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he addreſſes the members of the lodge at large

who are not in office, as follows:

•
BRETHREN ,

Such is the nature of our conſtitution , that

! as ſome muſt of neceſſity rule and teach, fo

6 others muſt of courſe learn to ſubmit and

obey. Humility in both , is an eſſential duty.

• The brethren whom I have appointed to affift

me in the government of this lodge, are too

' well acquainted with the principles of ma

• ſonry , and the rules of good manners, to ex

tend the power with which they are entrufted ;

and you are too ſenſible of the propriety of their

" appointment, and of too generous diſpoſitions,

' to envy their preferment. From the know

• ledge I have of both officers and members, I

truſt we ſhall have but one aim, to pleaſe each

other, and unite in the grand deſign of being

happy, and of communicating happineſs.'

The Grand Maſter ' then gives the brethren

joy of their officers, recommends harmony, and

expreſſes a wiſh that the only contention in the

lodge may be, a generous emulation to vie in

cultivating the royal Art, and the moral virtues.

The New Lodge join in the general falute , after

which the new inſtalled Maſter returns thanks

for the honour of the conſtitution .

The
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The Grand Secretary proclaims the New Lodge

three times, with the honours of Maſonry.

Flouriſh with horns each time.

The Grand Maſter orders the lodge to be re

giſtered in the Grand Lodge books, and the

GrandSecretary to notify the ſame to the regu

lar lodges.

A ſong * with a grand chorus, accompanied

by the muſic, concludes the ceremony of conſti

tution , and the lodge is cloſed with the uſual fo

lemnities in the different degrees, by the Grand

Maſter and his Officers ; after which they re

turn in proceſſion to the apartment whence they

came.

This is the uſual ceremony obſerved by regu

lar maſons at the conſtitution of a New Lodge,

which the Grand Maſter may abridge or extend

at pleaſure ; but the material points are on no

account to be omitted.

The Ceremony obſerved at laging the Foundation

Stones of Public Structures.

This ceremony is conducted by the Grand

Maſter and his Officers, aſſiſted by the members

of the Grand Lodge. No private member, or

* Many of the anthems and ſongs uſed upon this and other

eccafions, are inſerted at the end of this volume.

inferior
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inferior officer of any private lodge, is admitted

to join in the ceremony. Provincial Grand

Maſters are authoriſed to execute this truſt in

their ſeveral provinces, accompanied by their

Officers, and the Maſters and Wardens of regu

lar lodges under their juriſdiction. The chief

magiſtrate, and other civil officers of the place

where the building is to be erected, generally

attend on the occaſion . The ceremony is thus

conducted .

At the time appointed, the Grand Lodge is

convened at fome convenient place approved by

the Grand Maſter. A band of martial muſic is

provided, and the brethren appear in the inſignia

of the Order, elegantly dreſſed , with white

gloves and aprons. The lodge is opened by the

Grand Maſter, and the rules for regulating the

proceſſion to and from the place where the ce

remony is to be performed , are read by the

Grand Secretary. The neceſſary cautions are

then given from the chair, and the lodge is ad

journed ; after which the proceſſion ſets out in

the following order :

Two Tylers, with drawn ſwords:

Muſic ;

Members of the Grand Lodge, two and two ;

A Tyler, in his uniform ;

Paſt Grand Stewards ;

i
Grand
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Grand Tyler ;

Preſent Grand Stewards, with white rods ;

Secretary of the Stewards' Lodge ;

Wardens of the Stewards' Lodge ;

Master of the Stewards' Lodges.

Choiriſters ;

Architect ;

Swordbearer, with the ſword of ſtate ;

Grand Secretary, with his bag ;

Grand Treaſurer, with his ſtaff ;

The Bible * , Square, and Compaſſes, on a crimſon

velvet cuſhion, carried by the Maſter

of a Lodge, ſupported by two

Stewards with white rods ;

Grand Chaplain ;

Provincial Grand Maſters ;

Paſt Grand Wardens;

Paſt Deputy Grand Maſters ;

Paſt Grand Maſters ;

Chief Magiſtrate of the place ;

Grand Wardens ;

Deputy Grand Maſter;

L

.

)

* When the Bible is mentioned, it applies to any book which

is conſidered to be the holy writings.

The
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The conſtitutions carried by the Maſter of the

oldeſt Lodge * ;

GRAND MASTER.

Two Stewards cloſe the proceſſion.

A triumphal arch is uſually erected at the

place where the ceremony is to be performed ,

with proper ſcaffolding for the reception of

private brethren . The proceſſion paſſes through

the arch, and the brethren repairing to their

ſtands, the Grand Maſter and his Officers take

their places on a temporary platform , covered

with carpet. An ode on maſonry is ſung. The

Grand Maſter commands filence, and the neceſ.

ſary preparations are made for laying the Stone,

on which is engraved the year of our Lord and

of Maſonry, the name of the reigning Sovereign,

and the name, titles, &c. of the Grand Maſter.

The Stone is raiſed up, by means of an engine

erected for that purpoſe, and the Grand Chap

lain or Orator repeats a fhort prayer. The

Grand Treaſurer then , by the Grand Maſter's

command, places under the Stone various forts

of coin and medals of the preſent reign . So

lemn muſic is introduced, an anthem fung, and

2

In alluſion to the Conſtitutions of the Order being originaliy

veſted in that Officer ; who is always conſidered as the general

Governor and Director of the Fraternity , in caſe of the reſigna.

tion , or death, of the Grand Maſter.

the
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the Stone let down into its place, and properly

fixed ; upon which the Grand Maſter deſcends

to the Stone, and gives three knocks with his

mallet, amidſt the acclamations of the ſpectators.

The Grand Maſter then delivers over to the

Architect the various implements of architec

ture, intruſting him with the ſuperintendence

and direction of the work ; after which he re

aſcends the platform , and an oration ſuitable to

the occaſion is delivered . A voluntary ſubſcrip

tion is made for the workmen , and the ſum col

lected is placed upon the ſtone by the Grand

Treaſurer. A ſong in honour of maſonry con

cludes the ceremony, after which the proceflion

returns to the place whence it ſet out, and the

lodge is cloſed by the Grand Wardens.

$

The Ceremony obſerved at the Dedication ofMafons'

Halls.

On the day appointed for the celebration of

the ceremony of Dedication , the Grand Maſter

and his. Officers, accompanied by all the Bre

thren who are members of the Grand Lodge,

meet in a convenient room adjoining to the place

where the ceremony is to be performed, and

the Grand Lodge is opened in ample form in

all the degrees of maſonry. The order of pro

ceflion

1
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ceſſion is read by the Grand Secretary, and a

general charge reſpecting propriety of behaviour

given by the Deputy Grand Maſter. The lodge

is then adjourned, and the proceſſion formed as

follows :

Two Tylers, with drawn ſwords ;

Muſic ;

Members of the Grand Lodge, two and two ;

A Tyler, in his uniform ;

Paſt Grand Stewards ;

Grand Tyler ;

Prefent Grand Stewards, with white rods ;

Secretary of the Stewards' Lodge ;

Wardens of the Stewards' Lodge ;

Master of the Stewards’ Lodge :

Choirifters ;

One Brother carryingagold Pitcher, contain

ing corn ;

Two Brethren , with filver Pitchers, containing

wine and oil ;

Four Tylers, carrying the Lodge, covered with

white fattin ;

Architect ,

Grand Swordbearer, with the ſword of ſtatez

Grand Secretary, with his bag ;

Grand Treafurer, with his ſtaff ;

Bible,

2
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Bible, Square, and Compaſs, onacrimſon velvet

cuſhion, carried by the Maſter of a Lodge,

ſupported by two Stewards ;

Grand Chaplain ;

Provincial Grand Maſters

Paſt Grand Wardens ;

Paſt Deputy Grand Maſters ;

Paſt Grand Mafters ;

Chief Magiſtrate of the place ;

Two large lights ;

Grand Wardens ;

One large light ;

Deputy Grand Maſter ;

Conſtitutions carried bythe Maſter of the oldeſt

Lodge * ;

GRAND MASTER .

Two Stewards cloſe the proceſſion .

Any Ladies wliy attend are then introduced,

and the muſicians repair to their ſtation. On the

proceſſion reaching the Grand Maſter's chảir,

the Grand Officers are feparately proclaimed ac

cording to rank, as they arrive at that ſtation ,

and on the Grand Maſter's being proclaimed ,

a grand piece of muſic is performed, which

continues while the proceſſion is made three

times round the Hall. The lodge is then

1

1

See the note in po 112.

placed
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placed in the center , on a crimſon velvet couch ;

and the Grand Maſter having taken the chair,

under a canopy of ſtate, the Grand Officers, and

the Maſters and Wardens of the Lodges, repair

to the places previouſly prepared for their recep

tion : The three lights, and the gold and ſilver

pitchers, with the corn , wine, and oil , are placed

on the Lodge, at the head of which ſtands the

pedeſtal, with the Bible open, and the Square

and Compafles laid thereon , with the Conſtitution

roll, on a crimſon velvet cuſhion . Matters be

ing thus diſpoſed, an anthem is ſung, and an

exordium on maſonry given ; after which the

Architect addreſſes the Grand Maſter in an ele

gant ſpeech, returnsthanks for the honour con

ferred on him, and ſurrenders up the imple

ments which had been entruſted to his care at

laying the foundation Stone . The Grand Maſter

having expreſſed his approbation of the Archi

tect's conduct, an ode in honour of maſonry is

ſung, accompanied by the band, after which the

ladies withdraw for refreſhment; and ſuch of the

muſicians as are not maſons retire, in order to

entertain the ladies during their repaſt.

The lodge being tiled, the buſineſs of ma

ſonry is reſumed. The Grand Secretary informs

the Grand Maſter, that it is the deſign of the

fraternity to have the Hall dedicated to Maſonry ;

upon
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upon which he orders the Grand Officers to

aſlift in the ceremony, during which the organ

continues playing ſolemn muſic , excepting only

at the intervals of dedication . The Lodge

is uncovered , and the firſt proceſſion being

made round it, the Grand Maſter having

reached the Eaſt, the organ is ſilent, and, IN THE

NAME OF THE GREAT JEHOVAH, TO WHOM BE

ALL GLORY AND HONOUR, he proclaims the

Hall duly dedicated to MASONRY ; upon which

the Chaplain ſtrews corn over the Lodge. The

organ plays, and the ſecond proceſſion is made

round the lodge, when, on the Grand Maſter's

arrival at the Eaſt, the organ is filent, and he de

clares the Hall dedicated, as before, to VIRTUE ;

on which the Chaplain ſprinkles wine on the

Lodge . The organ plays, and the third proceſ

fion is made round the Lodge, when, the Grand

Mafter having reached the Eaſt, the muſic is

flent, and the Hall is dedicated to UNIVERSAL

BENEVOLENCE ; upon which the Chaplain dips

his fingers in the oil , and ſprinkles it over the

:: Lodge ; and at each dedication the Grand ho

nours are given. A ſolemn invocation is made

to Heaven , and an anthem ſung ; after which

the Lodge is covered, and theGrand Maſter re

tires to his chair.

The
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The ladies being returned, an ode for the oc

caſion is performed ; after which an oration is

delivered by the Grand Chaplain , which is ſuc

ceeded by an anthem . Donations for the cha

rity are then collected, the grand proceſſion is

reſumed, and after marching three times round

the Hall, preceded by the Tylers carrying the

Lodge as at entrance, during which the muſic

continues to play a grand piece, the proceſſion

returns to the place whence it fet out, where

the laws of the Order are reheaded , and the

Grand Lodge is cloſed in ample form in all the

degrees.

The Ceremony obſerved at Funerals, according to

ancient Cuſtom : with the Service uſed on that

occaſion .

No maſon can be interred with the formali

ties of the Order, unleſs it be by his own fpe

cial requeſt, communicated to the Maſter of the

lodge of which he died a member, foreigners

and fojourners excepted ; nor unleſs he has been

advanced to the third degree of maſonry, and

from this reſtriction there can be no exception.

Fellow -crafts, or apprentices, are not entitled

to the funeral obſequies.

2 The

1
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The Maſter of a lodge having received notice

of a Maſter -maſon's death, and of his requeſt to

be interred with the ceremonies of the Order,

fixes the day and hour for the funeral, and iſſues

These his command to ſummon the lodge ; if more

lodges are expected to attend, he muſt make ap

in plication by the Grand Secretary to the Grand

Maſter or his Deputy, to preſide over ſuch bre

thren from other lodges as may aſlift in form

ving the proceſion , who are to be under his di

rection for the time ; and all the brethren preſent

1 muſt be properly clothed t.

The

+ By an expreſs law of the Grand Lodge, it is enacted , ' That

no regular maſon do attend any funeral, or other public * pro .'

ceſſion , clothed with the badges and enligns of the Order, unleſs

a diſpenſation for that purpoſe has been obtained from the Grand

• Maſter, or his Deputy : under the penalty of forfeiting all the

rights and privileges of the ſociety ; and of being deprived of the

benefit of the general fund of charity , hould he be reduced to

I want. '

Diſpenſations for public proceſſions are ſeldom granted but upon

very particular occafions ; it cannot, therefore, be thought that

theſe will be very frequent, or that regular maſons will be inclined

to infringe an eſtablifhed law, attending thoſe which are not pro

perly authoriſed . Many public parades under this character have

been made of late years ; but theſe have not received the ſanction

of the Grand Maſter, or the countenance of any regular maſon con

verſant with the laws of the ſociety. Of this the public may be

convinced,

• By public proceſſion is meant a general convention of maſons

í fór thepurpoſe of making a public appearance .
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The diſpenſation being obtained, the Maſter

may invite as many lodges as he thinks proper,

and the members of thoſe lodges may accom

pany their officers in form ; but the whole cere

mony muſt be under the direction of the Maſter

of

convinced, if it he conſidered that the reputation of the whole fra .

ternity would be at riſk by irregularity on ſuch an occaſion . It

cannot be imagined, that the Grand Maiter, who is generally of

noble birth, would either ſo far degrade the dignity of his office, or

the character of the ſociety at large, as to grant a diſpenſation

from our eſtabliſhed rules, for a public proceſſion upon ſo trilling

an occafion as a private benefit at a playhouſe, public garden , ur

other place of general refort ; where neither the intereſt of the fra

ternity, nor the public good, can be concerned ; and which, thongh

it may be of ſome private advantage, can never redound to the good

of maſonry, or the honour of its patrons.

This law was planned to put a ſtop to mixed and irregular con

ventions of maſons, and to prevent them from expoſing to deriſion

the inſignia of the Order, by parading through the ſtreets on unim

portant occaſions; it was not intended, however, to reſtrict the

privileges of any regular lodge, or to encroach on the legal prero

gative of any inſtalled Maſter. By the univerſal practice of ma

fons, every lodge is authoriſed by the conſtitution to act on ſuch

occaſions, if the ſociety at large be not diſhonoured ; and every in

Stalled Maſter is ſufficiently empowered by the conſtitution, with

out any other authority, to convene and govern his own lodge on

any emergency , as at the funeral of its members, or on any occa.

fion in which the honour of the ſociety is concerned , being amen .

able to the Grand Lodge for miſconduct ; but when brethren from

other lodges are convened, who are not ſubject to his controul, in

that caſe a particular deputation is required from the Grand Maſter

or his Deputy, who are the only general Directors of Maſons.

The Maſter of a lodge will never ifue a ſummons for the public

appearance

i
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of the lodge to which the deceaſed belonged , for

which purpoſe only the diſpenſation is granted ;

and he and his officers muſt be duly honoured,

and cheerfully obeyed , on the occaſion .

- All the brethren who walk in proceſſion ,

ſhould obſerve, as much as poſſible, an unifor

mity in their dreſs. Decent mourning, with

white ſtockings, gloves, and aprons *, is moſt

ſuitable . No perſon ſhould be diſtinguiſhed

with a jewel, unleſs he is an officer of one of

the lodges invited to attend in form , and the

officers of ſuch lodges ſhould be ornamented

with faſhes and hatbands ; as alſo the officers of

221

appearance of his lodge on a trifling occafion , or without approba.

tion , when he knows that he is amenable to the General Aſſembly

for his conduct, and, by the charges of his office, muſt ſubmit to

their award ; ſhould he, however, be ſo imprudent as to act on this

occafion improperly, the brethren of the lodge are warranted by the

laws to refuſe obedience to his fummons, but they are alſo amen

able to the Grand Lodge for contumacy .

A Diſpenſation is only neceſſary in caſes where maſons from

different lodges are indiſcriminately convened, as it veits a power

in certain individuals for the time being to fuperintend the beha.

viour of ſuch brethren, that no irregularity may enſue ; but when

a regular lodge is aſſembled under the auſpices of its Mafter, that

Maſter is ſufficiently empowered to preſide over his own lodge by

the conſtitution , an authority which no diſpenſation can ſuperſede ;

the former being an act of the ſociety at large, the latter only an

act of the Grand Maſter as an individual .

* This is the uſual clothing of maſter.maſons.

3

G the
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the lodge to whom the diſpenſation is granted ,

who are , moreover, to be diſtinguiſhed with

white rods .

The Funeral Service.

The brethren being aſſembled at the houſe

where the body of the deceaſed lies, the Maſter of

the lodge to which he belonged, opens the lodge

in the third degree, with the uſual forms, and an

anthem is ſung. The body being placed in the

centre on a couch, and the coffin in which it is

Jaid being open, the maſter proceeds to the head

of the corpſe, and the ſervice begins.

MASTER . What man is he that liveth , and

« ſhall not fee death ? ſhall he deliver his ſoul

« from the hand of the grave ?

Man walketh in a vain ſhadow , he heapeth

up riches, and cannot tell who ſhall gather

them .

• When he dieth, he ſhall carry nothing away ;

• ſhall notdeſcend after him.

• Naked he ,

he muſt return : the Lord gave, and the Lord

• hath taken away ; bleſſed be the name of the

• Lord !

The grand honours are then given , and cer .

tain forms uſed , which cannot be here explained.

Solemn
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Solemn muſic is introduced , during which the

Mafter ſtrews herbs or flowers over the body,

and taking the SACRED ROLL in his hand, he

ſays,

Let us die the death of the righteous, and

let our laſt end be like his !"

The brethren anſwer ,

God is our God for ever and ever ; he will

be our guide even unto death !'

The Maſter then puts the roll into the cheſt ;

upon which heſays,

( Almighty Father! into thy hands we come

mend the ſoul of our loving brother .'

The brethren anſwer three times, giving the

grand honours each time.

* The will of God is accompliſhed ! fo be it.'

The Maſter then repeats the following

prayer :

• Moft glorious God ! author of all good , and

giver of all mercy ! pour down thy bleſſings

upon us, and ſtrengthen our ſolemn engage

ments with the ties of ſincere affection ! May

* the preſent inſtance of mortality remind us of

* our approaching fate ; and draw our attention

* toward thee, the only refuge in time of need !

that when the awful moment ſhall arrive, that

we are about to quit this tranſitory ſcene, the

• enlivening proſpect of thy mercy may difpel the

; G 2
• gloom

27

LE
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* gloom of death ; and after our departure hence

in peace and in thy favour, we may be received

into thine everlafting kingdom, to enjoy, in

union with the ſouls of our departed friends,

the juſt reward of a pious and virtuous life.

« Amen .'

An anthem being ſung, the Maſter retires to

the pedeſtal, and the coffin is ſhut up. An ora

tion , ſuitable to the occaſion , is delivered ; and

the Maſter recommending love and unity , the

brethren join hands, and renew their pledged

vows. The lodge is then adjourned, and

the proceſſion, to the place of interment, is

formed :

The different lodges rank according to ſeni

ority, the junior preceding ; each lodge forms

one diviſion, and the following order is ob

ſerved :

The Tyler, with his ſword ;

The Stewards, with white rods ;

The Brethren , out of office, two and two ;

The Secretary, with a roll ;

The Treaſurer, with his badge of office ;

Senior and Junior Wardens, hand in hand ;

The Paſtmaſter ;

The Maſter ;

The
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The Lodge to which the deceaſed ' Brother

belonged, in the following order ;

all the members having flowers

or herbs in their hands ;

The Tyler ;

The Stewards ;

Martial Muſic [Drums muffled , and Trumpets

covered ) ;

The Members of the Lodge ;

The Secretary and Treaſurer ;

The Senior and Junior Wardens ;

The Paſtmaſter ;

The Holy Writings, on a cuſhion, covered with

black cloth, carried by the oldeſt

Member of the Lodge ;

The Maſter ;

The Choiriſters, ſinging an anthem l ;

The Clergyman ;

The BODY,

with the regalia

Pall Bearers ; ] placed thereon, Pall Bearers ;

and two ſwords

crofled .

1
Chief Mourner ;

Affiftant Mourners ;

Two Stewards ;

A Tyler ;

>

G 3 One
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One or two lodges advance, before the pro

ceſſion begins, to the church - yard, to prevent

confuſion , and make the neceſſary prepara

tions. The brethren are not to deſert their

ranks, or change places, but keep in their dif

ferent departments. When the proceſſion ar

rives at the gate of the church -yard , the lodge

to which the deceaſed brother belonged, the

mourners, and attendants on the corpſe, halt,

till the members of the other lodges have

formed a circle round the grave, when an

opening is made to receive them . They then

advance to the grave ; and the clergyman and

officers of the acting lodge taking their ſtation at

the head of the grave, with the choirifters on

each ſide, and the mourners at the foot, the fer

vice is reſumed , an anthem ſung, and the fol

lowing exhortation given :

• Here we view a ſtriking inſtance of the un

certainty of life, and the vanity of all human

• purſuits. The laſt offices paid to the dead, are

* only uſeful as lectures to the living ; from them

( we are to derive inſtruction , and conſider every

• ſolemnity of this kind, as a fummons to prepare

• for our approaching diffolution.

• Notwithſtanding the various mementos of

mortality with which wedaily meet, notwith

• ſtanding Death has eſtabliſhed his empire over

rall
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• all the works of Nature, yet, through ſome un

accountable infatuation, we forget that we are

born to die. We go on from one deſign to

another, add hope to hope, and lay out plans

' for the employment of many years , till we are

ſuddenly alarmed with the approach of Death ,

when we leaſt expect him, and at an hour

which we probably conclude to be the meri

rdian of our exiſtence,

• What are all the externals of majeſty, the

pride of wealth , or charms of beauty, when

Nature has paid her juſt debt ? Fix your

eyes on the laſt ſcene, and view life ſtript of

her ornaments, and expoſed in her natural

meannefs ; you will then be convinced of the

* futility of thoſe empty deluſions. In the grave ,

* all fallacies are detected, all ranks are levelled ,

and all diſtinctions are done away.

• While we drop the fympathetic tear over the

grave of our deceaſed friend, let charity incline

us to throw a veil over his foibles, whatever

they may have been , and not with -hold from

his memory the praiſe that his virtues may have

claimed . Suffer the apologies of human nature

' to plead in his behalf. Perfection on earth has

never been attained ; the wiſeſt, as well as the

beſt ofmen , have erred. His meritorious ac

6tions

"

2
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' tions it is our duty to imitate, and from his

weakneſs we ought to derive inſtruction .

• Let the preſent example excite our moſt fe

' rious thoughts, and ſtrengthen our reſolutions

of amendment. As life is uncertain , and all

' earthly purſuits are vain , let us no longer poſt

pone the important concern of preparing for

eternity ; but embrace the happy moment,

while time and opportunity offer, to provide

againſt the great change, when all the plea

• ſures of this world ſhall ceaſe to delight, and

• the reflections of a virtuous life yield the only

( comfort and conſolation . Thus our expecta

tions will not be fruſtrated, nor we hurried ,

unprepared, into the preſence of an all-wiſe

and powerful Judge, to whom the ſecrets of

all hearts are known, and from whoſe dread

• tribunal no culprit can eſcape.

• Let us , while in this ſtage of exiſtence, ſup

port with propriety the character of our pro

feſfion, advert to the nature of our ſolemn

ties , and purſue with aſſiduity the ſacred te

nets of our Order : Then, with becoming re

' verence, let us ſupplicate the divine grace , to

enſure the favour of that eternal Being, whoſe

goodneſs and power know no bound ; that when

• the awful moment arrives, be it ſoon or late, wę

may be enabled to proſecute our journey, with

>

6

rout
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! out dread or apprehenſion, to that far diftant

country whence no traveller returns. By the

I light of the divine countenance, we ſhall paſs,

without trembling, through thoſe gloomy mană

lions where all things are forgotten ; and at

the great and tremendous day of trial and re .

tribution, when, arraigned at the bar of divine

juſtice, let us hope that judgment will be pro

“ nounced in our favour, and that we ſhall re •

ceive our reward, in the poſſeſſion of an immora

tal inheritance , where joy flows in one continued

• ſtream , and no mound can check its courſe .' ,

The following invocations are then made by

the Maſter, and the uſual honours accompany

each.

MASTER.. May we be true and faithful; and

! may we live and die in love ! "

ANSWER. So mote it be.' ,

MASTER. May we profefs what is good, and

• always act agreeably to our profeſſion !

ANSWER. So mote it be.' .

Master. May the Lord bleſs us , and prow

< ſper us ; and may all our good intentions be

crowned with ſucceſs !!

ANSWER . So mote it be.'

The Secretaries then advance, and throw their

rolls into the grave with the uſual forms, while

the Mafter repeats with an audible voice :

Glory

>

G5
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Glory be to God on high ! on earth peace !

good-will towardsmen ! '

ANSWER . " So mote it be, now , from hencea

« forth , and for evermore.'

The Mafter then concludes the ceremony at

the grave, in the following words :

From time immemorial it has been a cuſtom

• among the fraternity of free and accepted

• maſons, at the requeſt of a brother on his

• death -bed , to accompany his corpfe to the

place of interment; and there to depoſite his

• remains with the ufual formalities.

• In conformity to this uſage, and at the fpe

cial requeſt of our deceaſed brother, whoſe

memory we revere , and whoſe loſs we now

deplore, we have affembled in the character of

• maſons, to reſign his body to the earth whence

. it came, and to offer up to his memory, before

the world , the laſt tribute of our affection ;

* thereby demonſtrating the fincerity of our paſt

eſteem , and our inviolable attachment to the

• principles of the Order.

• With proper refpect, therefore, to the ef

tabliſhed cuſtoms of the country in which we

live, with due deference to our ſuperiors in

church and ſtate, and with unlimited good -will

• to all mankind , we here appear clothed as

mafons, and publicly crave permiſſion to exa

• preſs
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preſs our ſubmiſſion to peace and good gom

vernment, and our wiſh to ſerve the intereſts

of mankind. Inveſted with the badges of in

nocence , we humbly bow to the univerſal Pa

rent; and implorehis bleſſing on every zealous

* endeavour to promote peace and good will,

6 and pray for our perſeverance in the principles

of piety and virtue.

• The great Creator having been pleaſed, out

of his mercy, to remove our worthy brother

• from the cares and troubles of a tranſitory ex

iſtence, to a ftate of eternal duration ; and

thereby to weaken the chain by which we are

united , man to man : may we , who ſurvive

him, anticipate our approaching fate, and be

more ſtrongly cemented in the ties of union

and friendſhip ; that, during the fhort fpace

allotted to our preſent exiſtence, we may wiſely

6 and uſefully employ our time , and in the

reciprocal intercourſe of kind and friendly

" acts, mutually promote the welfare and hap

pineſs of each other .

• Unto the grave we reſign the body of our

• deceaſed friend, there to remain until the

general reſurrection ; in favourable expecta

* tion that his immortal foul may then partake

• of joys which have been prepared for the

righteous from the beginning of the world :

G 6 * And

6
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< And may Almighty God, of his infinite good

nefs, at the grand tribunal of unbiaffed juſtice,

extend his mercy toward him, and all of us,

and crown our hope with everlaſting bliſs

in the expanded realms of a boundleſs eternity!

* This we beg, for the honour of his name, to

whom be glory , now and for ever. Amen .'

Thus the ſervice ends, and the uſual honours

are given ; after which the proceſſion returnsin

form to the place whence it ſet out, where

the neceffary duties are complied with , and the

buſineſs of maſonry is renewed . The regalia,

and ornaments, of the deceaſed, if an officer of

a lodge, are returned to the Maſter, with the

uſual ceremonies ; after which the charges for

regulating the conduct of the brethren are re

hearſed , and the lodge is cloſed in the third de

gree with a bleffing.

4

2
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THE PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY EXPLAINED.

SECT. I.

A Letterfrom the learned Mr. John Locke, to the

Right Hon . Thomas Earl of Pembroke, with an

old Manuſcripton the ſubject of Free -Maſonry.

MY LORD, 6th May, 1696.

I HAVE at length, by the help of Mr. Collins,

procured a copy of that MS. in the Bodleian

library, which you were ſo curious to fee : and ,

in obedience to your Lordſhip’s commands, I

herewith ſend it to you. Moſt of the notes an

nexed to it, are what I made yeſterday for the

reading of my Lady Maſham , who is become ſo

fond of maſonry , as to ſay, that ſhe now more

than ever wilhes herſelf a man, that ſhe might be

capable of admiſſion into the fraternity.

The
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The MS. of which this is a copy , appears to

be about 160 years old ; yet (as your lordſhip

will obſerve by the title) it is itſelf a copy of one

yet more ancient by about 100 years : for the

original is ſaid to be the hand -writing of

K. Henry VI. Where that prince had it, is at

preſent an uncertainty ; but it ſeems to me to be

an examination ( taken perhaps before the king)

of fome one of the brotherhood of maſons;

among whom he entered himſelf, as it is ſaid ,

when he came out of his minority, and thence

forth put a ſtop to a perſecution that had been

raiſed againſt them : But I muſt not detain your

lordſhip longer by my preface - from the thing

itſelf.

I know not what effect the fight of this old

paper may have upon your lordſhip ; but for my

own part I cannot deny, that it has fo much

raiſed my curioſity, as to induce me to enter my

ſelf into the fraternity, which I am determined

to do if I may be admitted) the next time I go

to London, and thatwill be fhortly. I am ,

My LORD,

Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient,

And moſt humble ſervant,

JOHN LOCKE.

3 :

Certayne
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Certayne Queſtyons, with Anſweres to the fame,

concerning the Myſtery of MAÇONRYE ; writtene

by the hande of kynge HENRYE, the fixthe of the

name, and faithfullye copyed by me ( 1 ) JOHAN

LEYLANDE, Antiquarius, by the commaunde of

bis ( 2 ) Highneſſe.

They be as followethe,

QUEST. What mote ytt be ? (3 )

ANSW. Ytt beeth the ſkylle of nature , the

underſtondynge of the myghte that ys hereynne,

and its fondrye werckynges ; fonderlyche, the

ſkylle of rectenyngs, of waightes and metynges,

and the treu manere of façonnynge al thynges

for mannes uſe ; headlye, dwellinges, and buyld

ynges of alle kindes, and all odher thynges that

make gudde to marine.

( 1 ) John LEYLANDE was appointed by Henry VIII. at ,the

diſſolution of monafteries, to ſearch for, and fave fuch books and

records as were valuable among them . He was a man of great

labour and induſtry,

(2 ) His HIGHNESSÊ, meaning the faid king Henry VIII.

Our kings had not then the title of majeſty.

( 3 ) What mote ytt be ? ] That is, what may this myſtery of

maſonry be ? The anfwer imports, That it confifts in natural,

mathematical, and mechanical knowledge. Some part of which

(as appears by what follows) the maſons pretend to have taught

the reft of mankind, and ſome part they ſtill conceal.

QUEST.
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QUEST. Where dyd it begynne ?

Answ. Ytt dyd begynne with the (4) fyrſte

menne in the eſte, whych were before the (5 )

ffyrſte manne ofthe weſte, and comynge weſtlye,

ytt hathe broughte herwyth alle comfortes to the

wylde and comfortleffe .

QUEST. Who dyd brynge ytt weſtlye ?

Answ. The (0) Venetians, whoo beynge

grate merchaundes, comed ffyrſte ffromme the

eſte ynn Venetia, for the commodytye of mar

chaundyſynge beithe eſte and weſte bey the redde

and myddlelonde ſees.

Quest. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ?

(4) ( 5 ) Fyrſte menne yn the eſte, &c. ] It ſhould ſeem by this,

that mafuns believe there were men in the eaſt before Adam, who

is called the ffyrſte manne of the weſte ;' and that arts and

Sciences began in the eaſt . Some authors of great note for learn

ing have been of the ſame opinion ; and it is certain that Europe

and Africa (which, in reſpect to Afia, may be called weſtern

countries) were wild and ſavage, long after arts and politeneſs of

manners were in great perfection in China and the Indies.

( 6 ) The Venetians, &c .] In the times of monkih ignorance

it is no wonder that the Phenicians ſhould be miſtaken for the

Venetians. Or, perhaps, if the people were not taken one for

the other, ſimilitude of ſound might deceive the clerk who first

took down the examination . The Phenicians were the greateft

voyagers among the ancients, and were in Europe thought to be

the inventors of letters, which perhaps they brought from the

ealt with other arts .

ANSW ,
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: Answ. Peter Gower ( 7 ) a Grecian, jour

neyedde ffor kunnynge yn Egypte, and in Syria,

and yn everyche londe whereas the Venetians

hadde plauntedde maçonrye, and wynnynge en

traunce yn al lodges of maçonnes, he lerned

muche, and retournedde, andwoned yn Grecia

Magna ( 8 ), wackfynge, and becommynge a

myghtye (9) wyſeacre, and gratelyche re

nowned ,

( 7) Peter Gower. ] This muſt be another miſtake of the writer .

I was puzzled at firſt to gueſs who Peter Gower ſhould be, the

Aame being perfectly Engliſh ; or how a Greek ſhould come by

ſuch a name : But as ſoon as I thought of Pythagoras, I could

ſcarce forbear ſmiling, to find that philoſopher had undergone a

metempſychofis he never dreamt of. We need only confider the

French pronunciation of his name, Pythagore, that is, Petagore,

to conceive how eaſily ſuch a miſtake may be made by an uno

learned clerk . That Pythagoras travelled for knowledge into

Egypt, &c. is known to all the learned '; and that he was initiated

into ſeveral different orders of prieſts, who in thoſe days kept all

their learning ſecret from the vulgar, is as well known. Pytha.

goras alſo made every geometrical theorem a ſecret, and admitted

only ſuch to the knowledge of them, as had firſt undergone a five

years ſilence. He is ſuppoſed to be the inventor of the 47th pro

poſition of the firſt book of Euclid , for which , in the joy of his

heart, it is ſaid he ſacrificed a hecatomb. He alſo knew the true

ſyſtem of the world, lately revived by Copernicus : and was cer

tainly a moſt wonderful man. See his life by Dion . HAL .

(8 ) Grecia Magna , a part of Italy formerly ſo called , in

which the Greeks had ſettled a large colony.

( 9 ) Wyſeacre .] This word at preſent ſignifies fimpleton, but

formerly had a quite contrary meaning. Wiſeacre in the old

Saxon, is philoſophery wiſeman , or wizard , and having been free

quently
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nowned , and her he framed a ' grate lodge at

Groton (10), and maked manye maçonnes, fome

whereoffe dyde journeye yn Fraunce, and maked

manye maçonnes, wherefromme, yn proceffe of

tyme, the arte paffed yn Engelonde.

QUEST. Dothe maçonnes deſcouer here artes

unto odhers ?

ANSW . Peter Gower, whenne he journeyede

to lernne, was ffyrſte ( 11 ) made, and anonne

techedde ; evenne foe fhulde all odhers beyn

recht. Natheleſs ( 12 ) maçonnes hauethe alweys

yn everyche tyme, from tyme to tyme, commu

nycatedde to mannkynde foche of her fecrettes

as generallyche myghte be uſefulle ; they haueth

quently uſed ironically , at length came tohave a direct meaning in

the ironical ſenſe . Thus Duns Scotus, a man famed for the ſub

tilty and acuteneſs of his underitanding, has, by the ſame method

of irony, given a general name to modern dunces.

( 10) Groton .] Groton is the name of a place in England. The

place here meant is Crotona, a city of Grecia Magna, which in

the time of Pythagoras was very populous.

( 11 ) Fyrſte made. ] The word Made I ſuppoſe has a particular

meaning among the maſons ; perhaps it fignifies, initiated .

( 12 ) Maçonnes haueth communycatedde, &c . ] This paragraph

hath ſomething remarkable in it. It contains a juſtification of

the ſecrecy ſo much boaſted of by mafons, and ſo much blamed

by others ; aſſerting that they have in all ages diſcovered ſuch

things as might be uſeful, and that they conceal ſuch only as

would be hurtful either to the world or themſelves. What theſe

Secrets are, we ſee afterwards,

keped
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keped backe foche allein as ſhulde be harmfulle

yff they comed yn euylle haundes, oder foché as

ne myghte be holpynge wythouten the techynges

to be joynedde herwythe in the lodge, oder ſoche

as do bynde the freres more ſtronglyche toge

der, bey the proffýtte and commodytye com

mynge to the confrerie herfromme.

QUEST. Whatte artes haueth the maçonnes

techedde mankynde ?

ANSW. The artes ( 13 ) agricultura, architec

tura, aſtronomia, geometria, numeres, muſica,

poeſie, kymiſtrye, governmente, and relygyonne.

Quest, Howe commethe maçonnes more

teachers than odher menne ?

Answ . The hemſelfe haueth allein in ( 14)

arte of ffyndynge neue artes , whyche arte the

( 13) The artes, agricultura, &c . ] It ſeems a bold pretence this

of the maſons, that they have taught mankind all theſe arts .

They have their own authority for it ; and I know not how we

fall diſprove them . But what appears-moſt odd is, that they

rečkon religion among the arts.

( 14) Arte of ffyndinge neue artes .] The art of inventing arts ,

muſt certainly be a moſt uſeful art. My lord Bacon's Novum

Organum is an attempt towards ſomewhat of the ſame kind.

But I much doubt, that if ever the måfons had it, they have now

loft it ; fince fo few new arts havebeen lately invented , and ſo

many are wanted . The idea I have of ſuch an art is, that it muſt

be ſomething proper to be employed in all the ſciences generally, as

algebra is in numbers, by the help of which , new rules of arith

metic are, andmay be found.

ffyrſte
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ffyrſte maçonnes receaued from Godde ; by the

whyche they fyndethe what artes hem pleſethe,

and the treu way of techynge the ſame. Whatt

odher menne doethe ffynde out, ys onelyche bey

chaunce, and herfore but lytel I tro .

Quest. What dothe the maçonnes concele

and hyde ?

i Answ . Thay concelethe the arte of ffyndynge

neue artes, and thatt ys for here own proffytte,

and ( 15 ) preiſe : Thay concelethe the arte of

kepynge ( 16) fecrettes, thatt foe the worlde

mayeth nothinge concele from them . Thay

concelethe the arte of wunderwerckynge, and of

foreſayinge thynges to comme, that ſo thay famę

artes may not be uſedde of the wyckedde to an

euyell ende. Thay alſo concelethe the ( 17 ) arte

of chaunges, thewey
of

wynnynge the facultys

( 15 ) Preiſe . ] It ſeems the maſonshavegreat regard to the repu .

tation as well as the profit of their order ; ſince they make it one

reafon for not divulging an art in common , that it may do honour

to the poſſeſſors of it. I think in this particular they ſhew too

much regard for their own ſociety , and too little for the reſt of

mankind.

( 16) Arte of kepynge fecrettes. ] What kind of an art this is,

I can by no means imagine. But certainly ſuch an art the maſons

muſt have : For though, as ſome people fuppoſe, they ſhould have

no ſecret at all, even that muſt be a ſecret, which being diſcovered ,

would expoſe them to the higheſt ridicule ; and therefore it re

quires the utmoſt caution to conceal it.

( 17 ) Arte of chaunges.] I know not what this means, unleſs

it be the tranſmutation of metals.

of

2
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(18) of Abrac, the ſkylle of becommynge gude

and parfyghte wythouten the holpynges of fere

and hope ; and the univerſelle ( 19 ) longage of

maçonnes.

QUEST. -Wylle he teche me thay ſame artes ?

Answ. Ye ſhalle be techedde yff ye be were

thye, and able to lerne,

QUEST. Dothe all maçonnes kunne more then

odher menne ?

- Answ. Not fo . Thay onlyche haueth recht

and occafyonne more then odher menne to

kunne, butt manye doeth fale yn capacity, and

manye more doth want induſtrye, that ys perne

ceffarye for the gaynynge all kunnynge.

QUEST.

, ( 18 ) Facultye of Abrac .] Here I am utterly in the dark .

( 19 ) Univerſelle longage of maçonnes. ] An univerſal language

has beenmuch defired by the learned of many ages. It is a thing

rather to be wiſhed than hoped for . But it feems the maſons

pretend to have ſuch a thing among them . If it be true, I gueſs

it muſt be ſomething like the language of the Pantomimes among

the ancient Romans, who are ſaid to be able, by ſigns only, to

expreſs and deliver any oration intelligibly to men of all nations

and languages. A man who has all theſe arts and advantages, is

certainly in a condition to be envied : But we are told that this

is not the caſe with all maſons ; for though theſe arts are among

them, and all have a right and an opportunity to know them,

yet ſome want capacity, and others induſtry, to acquire them .

However, of all their arts and ſecrets, that which I mot defire to

know is , “ The ſkylle of becommynge gude and parfyghte ;' and

I with it were communicated to all mankind, ſince there is nothing

more
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Quest. Are maçonnes gudder men then

odhers ?

ANSW. Some maçonnes are not ſo virtuous as

ſome odher menne ; but, yn the moſte parte, thay

be more gude then thaywoulde be yf. thay war

not maçonnes.

Quest. Doth maçonnes love eidher odher

myghtylye as beeth fayde ?

Answ. Yea verylyche, and yt may not odher

wife be : for gude menne and treu , kennynge

eidher odher to be foche, doeth always love the

more as thay be more gude.

(Here endethe the queſtyonnes, and awnſweres. )

more true than the beautiful ſentence contained in the laſt an

{wer, " That the better men are , the more they love one another

Virtue having in itſelf ſomething fo amiable as to charm the

hearts of all that behold it.

be
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A GLOSSARY ofantiquated Words in the foregoing

Manuſcript.
TI

M

ing

Albein , only Mygbte, power

Alweys, always Occafyonne, opportunity

Beithe, both Odber , other

Commodytye, conveniency Oxelyche, only

Confrerie, fraternity Perneceffarye, abſolutely

Façonnynge, forming neceſſary

Fore-Sayinge, " propheſy- Preiſe, honour

Recht, right

Freres, brethren Reckenyngs, numbers

Headlye, chiefly Sanderlyche, particularly

Hem pleſetbe, they pleaſe Skylle, knowledge

Hemſelfe, themſelves Wackſynge, growing

Her, there, their Werck, operation

Hereynne, therein Wey, way

Herwyth, with it Whereas, where

Holpynge, beneficial Woned, dwelt

Kunne, know Wunderwerckynge,working

Kunnynge, knowledge
miracles

Make gudde, are beneficial Wylde, ſavage

Metynges, meaſures Wynnynge, gaining

Ynn, into

Middlelonde,Mediterranean

Mote , may

SECT ,
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1 SECT. II.

Remarks on the preceding Manuſcript, and on the

Annotations of Mr. LOCKE.

4 THIS dialogue poffefſes a double claim to our

regard ; firſt, for its antiquity, and next

for the notes added to it by Mr. Locke, who,

though not at that time enrolled in the order of

maſons, offers juſt conjectures on their hiſtory

and traditions .

Every reader muft feel a ſecret ſatisfaction in

the peruſal of this ancient manuſcript, eſpecially

the true maſon , whom it more nearly concerns.

The recommendation of a philoſopher of as

great merit and penetration as this nation ever

produced, added to the real value of the piece

itſelf, muſt give it a fanction, and render it de

ſerving a ſerious examination .

The conjecture of the learned annotator con

cerning its being an examination taken before

King Henry of one of the fraternity of maſons,

is juſt. The ſevere edict paſſed at that time

againſt the ſociety, and the diſcouragement

given to the maſons by the biſhop of Wincheſ

ter and his party, induced that prince, in his

riper years, to make a ſtrict * fcrutiny into the

nature of the maſonic inſtitution ; which was

attended
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attended with the happy circumſtance of gaining

his favour, and his patronage. Had not the

civil commotions in the kingdom during his

reign, attracted the notice of government, this

act would probably have been repealed, through

the interceflion of the duke of Glouceſter, whoſe

attachment to the fraternity was conſpicuous.

** Page 135. What mote ytt be ?] Mr. Locke

obſerves, in his annotation on this queſtion , that

the anſwer imports, that maſonry conſiſts of

natural, mathematical, and mechanical know

ledge ; fome part of which, he ſays, the maſons

pretend to have taught mankind, and ſome part

they ſtill conceal. — The arts which they have

communicated to the world , are particularly ſpe

cified in an anſwer to one of the following queſ

tions ; as are alſo thoſe which they have re

ſtricted to themſelves for wiſe purpoſes.- Mo

rality, however, ought to have been included in

this anſwer, as it conſtitutes a principal part of

the maſonic ſyſtem .

1

Page 136. Where dyd ytt begynne ?] In the

annotation to the anſwer on this queſtion, Mr.

Locke ſeems to ſuggeſt, that maſons believed

there were men in the eaſt before Adam, which

is indeed a mere conjecture. This opinion may

H be
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be countenanced by many learned authors, but

mafons comprehend the true meaning of ma

ſonry taking riſe in the eaſt and ſpreading to

the weſt, without having recourſe to the præ

adamites. Eaſt and weſt are terms peculiar

to their fociety, and when maſonically adopted,

very intelligible to the fraternity *, as they

refer to certain forms and eſtabliſhed cuſtoms

among themſelves. From the eaſt, it is well

known, learning extended to the weſtern world,

and gradually advanced into Europe.

Page 136. Who dyd brynge ytt weſtlye ?]

The judicious correction of an illiterate clerk ,

in the anſwer to this queſtion as well as the

next, reflects credit on the ingenious annota

The explanation is juſt, and the elucida

tion accurate,

tor.

Page 136. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ?]

The records of the fraternity inform us, that

Pythagoras was regularly initiated into maſonry ;

and being properly inſtructed in the myſteries

of the Art, propagated the principles of the Or

der in other countries into which he travelled .

* And behold the glory of the God of Iſrael came from the

way of the Eaſt. Ezek. xliii . 2 .

Pythagoras
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Pythagoras lived at Samos, in the reign of

Tarquin , the laſt king of the Romans, in the

year of Rome 220 ; or, according to Livy, in

the reign of Servius Tullius, in the year of the

world 3472. From his extraordinary deſire of

knowledge, he travelled into ſeveral countries,

and enriched his mind with learning. He was

the firſt who took the name of philoſopher ; that

is, a lover of wiſdom . His ſyſtem of morality

was admirable. He made unity the principle of

all things, and believed that between God and

man there were various orders .of ſpiritual be

ings, who adminiſtered to the divine will . His

diſciples brought all their goods into a common

ſtock , contemned the pleaſures of ſenſe, abſtained

from ſwearing, eat nothing that had life, and

believed in the doctrine of metempſychoſis, or

tranſmigration of fouls. The chief aim of this

philoſopher's moral doctrine, was to purge the

mind from the impurities of the body ; and it

ſeems to have had more real piety in it than

other ſyſtems, but leſs exactneſs.

Pythagoras travelled firſt into Egypt, where

he was initiated into the myſteries of the prieſts,

who, in thoſe days, kept all their learning ſecret

from the vulgar . He made every geometrical

theorem a ſecret, and admitted only thoſe to the

knowledge of his ſyſtem , who had firſt under

gone

1

H 2
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gone a probation of five years ſilence. To his

diſcovery is attributed the 47th propoſition of

the firſt book of Euclid *, which, in geometri

cal ſolutions and demonſtrations of quantities,

is of excellent uſe ; and for which, in the joy of

his heart, he is ſaid to have ſacrificed a heca

tomb. He was well verſed in aſtronomy, and

thoroughly underſtood the true ſyſtem of the

world revived by Copernicus.

The pupils who had been initiated by this

philoſopher in the ſciences and ſtudy of nature

at the Crotonian ſchool, diſperſed abroad, and

taught the doctrines of their preceptor, in all the

countries through which they travelled .

Page 138. Dothe maçonnes deſcouer here artes

unto odhers ?] Maſons, in all ages, have ſtudied

the general good of mankind. Every art, which

is neceſſary for the ſupport of authority and

good government, or which can promote ſcience,

they have cheerfully communicated to the world.

Points of no public utility, as their peculiar te

nets, myſtic forms, and folemn rites, they have

carefully concealed . By theſe, maſons have been

* THEOREM . ] In any tight-angled triangle, the ſquare which

is deſcribed upon the fide fubtending the right - angle, is equal to

the ſquares deſcribed upon the ſides which contain the right

angle. Euclid . lib . i . prop. 47•

diftin
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diſtinguiſhed in various countries, and the pri

vileges of their Order kept ſacred and invio

lable.

Page 139. Whatte artes haueth the maçonnes

techedde mankynde ?] The arts which the ma

ſons have publicly taught, are here ſpecified . It

appears to have ſurpriſed the learned annotator,

that religion ſhould be ranked among the arts

propagated by the fraternity. Maſons have al

ways paid due obedience to the moral law, and

inculcated its precepts with powerful energy on

their followers . The doctrine of one God, the

creator and preſerver of the univerſe, has been

their firm belief in every age. Under the in

fluence of this doctrine, their conduct has been

regulated through a ſucceſſion of years . The

progreſs of knowledge and philoſophy, aided by

divine revelation , having aboliſhed many vain

ſuperſtitions of antiquity, and enlightened the

minds of men with the knowledge of the true

God, and the ſacred tenets of the chriſtian faith ,

maſons have readily acquieſced in every meaſure

which could promote a religion ſo wiſely calcu

lated to make men happy. In thoſe countries,

however, where the goſpel has not reached, and

chriſtianity diſplayed her beauties, maſons have

purſued the univerſal religion, or the religion of

H 3 natures
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nature ; that is, to be good men and true, by

whatever denomination or perſuaſion they are

diſtinguiſhed ; and by this univerſal ſyſtem , the

conduct of the fraternity ſtill continues to be re

gulated . A cheerful compliance with the eſta

bliſhed religion of the country in which we live,

ſo far as it correſponds with the tenets of ma

ſonry, is earneſtly recommended in our affem

blies ; and this univerſal conformity, notwith

ſtanding private ſentiment and opinion, anſwers

the laudable purpofe of conciliating true friend

ſhip among men of every perſuaſion , and has

proved the cement of general union.

Page 139: Howe commethe maçonnes more

teachers than odher menne ? ] The anſwer im,

plies, that maſons, from the nature and go

vernment of their aſſociation , have greater op

portunities than other men, of improving their

talents, and therefore are underſtood to be better

qualified to inſtruct others.

Mr. Locke's obſervation on maſons having

► the art of finding new arts, is judicious, and his

explanation juſt. The fraternity have always

made the ſtudy of the arts, a principal part of

their private amuſement; in their aſſemblies, nice

and difficult theories håve been canvaſſed and

explained ; new diſcoveries produced, and thoſe

already

31
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alrtady known, illuſtrated . The different claſſes

eſtabliſhed , the gradual progreſſion of know

ledge communicated, and the regularity obſerved

throughout the whole ſyſtem of their govern

ment, are evident proofs, that thoſe who are ini

tiated into the myſteries of the maſonic Art, may

diſcover new arts ; and this knowledge they ac

quire by inſtruction from , and familiar inter

courſe with, men of genius and ability, on al

moſt every important branch of ſcience.

Page 140. What dothe the maçonnes concele

and hyde ?] The anſwer imports, the art of find

ing new arts, for their profit and praiſe ; and

then particulariſes the different arts they care

fully conceal. Mr. Locke's remark, “ That this

fhews too much regard for their own ſociety ,

6 and too little for the reſt of mankind,' is rather

fevere, when he has before admitted the pro

priety of concealing from the world what is of

no real public utility, left, being converted to bad

ufes, the conſequences might be prejudicial ta

fociety. By the word praiſe, is here meant, that

honour and reſpect to which maſons are entitled,

as the friends of ſcience and learning, and which

is abſolutely neceſſary to give a ſanction to the

wife doctrines they propagate. Their fidelity

gives them a claim to eſteem ; and the rectitude

.

H4
of
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of their manners will always demand venera

tion .

Of all the arts which the maſons profeſs, the

art of ſecrecy particularly diſtinguiſhes them .

Taciturnity is a proof of wiſdom , and is allowed

to be of the utmoſt importance in the different

tranſactions of life . The beſt writers have de

clared it to be an art of ineſtimable value ; and

that it is agreeable to the Deity himſelf, may be

eaſily conceived, from the glorious example

which he gives, in concealing from mankind

the ſecrets of his providence. The wiſeft of

men cannot pry into the arcana of heaven ; nor

can they divine to- day, what to -morrow may

bring forth .

Many inſtances may be adduced from hiſtory,

to fhew the high veneration that was paid to the

art of ſecrecy by the ancients. Pliny informs

us, that Anaxarchus, being impriſoned with a

view to extort from him fome ſecrets with which

he had been intruſted, and dreading that exqui

ſite torture might induce him to betray his truſt,

bit his tongue in the middle , and threw it in the

face of Nicocreon, the tyrant of Cyprus.-No

torments could make the ſervants of Plancus be

tray the ſecrets of their maſter ; with fortitude

they encountered every pain, and ſtrenuouſly

ſupported their fidelity, amidſt the moſt ſevere

tortures ,
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tortures , till death put a period to their ſuffer

ings.- TheAthenians bowed to a ſtatue of braſs,

which was repreſented without a tongue , to'de

note ſecrecy . - The Egyptians worſhipped Har

pocrates, the god of filence, who was always re

preſented holding his finger at his mouth . - The

Romans had their goddeſs of filence ; named

Angerona, to whom they offered worſhip .

Lycurgus, the celebrated law -giver, as well as

Pythagoras, the great ſcholar, particularly re

commended this virtue; eſpecially the laſt, who,

as we have before obſerved, kept his diſciples.

filent during five years, that they might learn the

valuable fecrets he had to communicate unto

them . This evinces that he deemed ſecrecy the:

rareſt , as well as the nobleſt art * ..

Mr.

11

* The following ſtory is related by a Roman hiſtorian (Aulus

Gellius) ; which, as it may be equally pleaſing and inſtructive, we

Ahall infert at full length.

The ſenators of Rome had ordained , that, during their conſulte

ations in the ſenate -houfe, each ſenator ſhould be permitted to

bring his ſon with him , who was to depart, if occaſion required ;

but this favour was not general, being refricted only to the fons of

noblemen ; who, in thoſe days, were tutored from their infancy in

the virtue of ſecrecy, and thereby qualified , in their riper years,

to diſcharge the moſt important offices of government with fidelity

and wiſdom . About this time it happened , that the ſenators met

on a very important cafe , and the affair requiring mature delibera

tion, they were detained longer than uſual in the ſenate houſe, and

the conclufion of their determinations adjourned to the following ,

si H 5 days
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Mr. Locke has made ſeveral judicious obſer

vations on the anſwer which is given to the

queſtion here propoſed. His being in the dark

concern

day ; each member engaging, in the mean time, to keep ſecret the

tranſactions of the meeting. Among other noblemen’s fons, who

attended on the occaſion, was the ſon of the grave Papyrus ; a fa

mily of great renown and ſplendor. This youth was no leſs rea

markable for the extent of his genius, than for the prudence of his

deportment. On his return home, his mother, anxious to know

what important caſe had been debated in the ſenate that day, which

had detained the ſenators ſo long beyond the uſual hour, intreated

him to relate the particulars. The noble and virtuous youth told

her, it was a buſineſs not in his power to reveal, he being ſolemnly

enjoined to filence . On hearing this, her importunities were more.

earneſt, and her inquiries more minute. By fair ſpeeches and in

treaties, with liberal promiſes, ſhe endeavoured to break open this

little caſket of ſecrecy ; but theſe means proving ineffectual, ſhe

adopted rigorous meaſures, and had recourſe to ſtripes and violent

threats ; being determined that force ſhould extort, what lenity

could not effect . The youth , finding his mother's threats to be

very harſh , but her ſtripes more ſevere, with a noble and heroic

fpirit, thus endeavoured to relieve her anxiety, without violating

bis fidelity :

• Madam , you may well blame the ſenate for their long fitting ,

• at leaſt for preſuming to call in queſtion a caſe ſo truly imper

• tinent ; except the wives of the ſenators are allowed to confult

Con it, there can be no hope of a conclufion . I ſpeak this only

• from my own opinion ; I know their gravity will eaſily confound

my juvenile apprehenſions ; yet, whether nature or duty inſtru & ts

me to do ſo , I cannot tell. It ſeems neceſſary to them , for the

• increaſe of people, and the public good , that every ſenator ſhould

• be allowed two wives ; or otherwiſe, their wives two huſbands.

• I ſhall hardly incline to call, under one roof, two men by the

game of father ; I had rather with cheesfulneſs falute two wo

( mer
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concerning the meaning of the faculty of Abrac,

I am noways ſurpriſed at, nor can I conceive

how he could otherwiſe be. ABRAC is an abbre .

viation '
V

st
men by the name of mother. This is the queſtion , Madam ,

and to -morrow it is to be determined . "

His mother hearing this, and he ſeeming unwilling to reveal it,

the took it for an infallible truth . Her blood was quickly fired ,

and rage enſued . Without inquiring any farther into the merits.

of the caſe, the immediately diſpatched meſſengers to all the other

ladies and matrons of Rome, to acquaint them of the weighty afe

fair now under deliberation in the ſenate , in which the peace and

welfare of their whole lives were ſo nearly concerned . The me .

lancholy news foon ſpread a general alarm ; and a thouſand con

jectures were formed . The ladies, being reſolved to give their

affiſtance in the deciſion of this weighty point, immediately aſſem

bled. Headed by young Papyrus's mother, on the next morning

they proceeded to the ſenate houſe. Though it is remarked, that.

a parliament of women are ſeldom governed by one ſpeaker, yet

the affair being urgent, the hafte pertinent, and the caſe (on their

behalf) of the utmoſt conſequence, the revealing woman muſt ſpeak

for all the reſt . It was agreed , that ſhe ſhould infilt on the necef

fity of the concurrence of the ſenators' wives to the determination

of a law in which they were fo particularly intereſted . When they

came to the door of the fenate houſe, ſuch a noiſe was made, for

admiſſion to fit with their huſbands in this grand conſultation , that

all Rome ſeemed to be in an uproar. Their buſineſs, however,

muſt be known, before they could gain an audience . This being

complied with , and their admiſſion granted , ſuch an elaborate ora .

tion was made by the female ſpeaker on the occaſion , in behalf of

her ſex , as aſtoniſhed the whole fenators. She requeſted, that the

matter might not be haftily determined, but be ſeriouſly canvaffed

according to juſtice and equity ; and expreſſed the determined reſo .

lutions of herſelf and her siſters, to oppoſe a meaſure fo unconfti .

H 6 tutional,

1
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viation of the word ABRACADABRA. In the

days of ignorance and ſuperſtition, that word

had a magical ſignification ; but the explanation

of it is now loft * .

Our

tutional, as that of permitting one huſband to have two wives, who

could ſcarcely pleaſe one . She propoſed, in the name of her ſiſters ,

as the most effectual way of peopling the ſtate, that if any alter

ation were to be made in the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of Rome, women

might be permitted to have two huſbands. The fenators being in

formed of Papyrus's fcheme to preſerve his reputation, and the

riddle being publicly ſolved, the ladies were greatly confounded, and

departed with bluſhing cheeks ; while the noble youth, who had

thus proved himſelf worthy of his truſt, was highly commended

for his fidelity. To avoid a like tumult in future, itwas reſolved ,

that the cultom of introducing the ſons of ſenators ſhould be abo .

liſhed . Papyrus, however, on account of the attachment to his

word, and his diſcreet policy, was excepted from this reſtriction,

and ever afterwards freely admitted into the ſenate-houſe, where

many honours were conferred upon him .

The virtue and fidelity of young Papyrus are indeed worthy of

imitation ; but the maſons have ſtill a more glorious example in

their own body, of a brother, accompliſhed in every art, who, ra .

ther than forfeit his honour, or betray his truſt, fell a . ſacrifice to

the cruel hand of a barbarous affaflin .

* Mr. Hutchinſon , in his ingenious treatiſe, entitled The Spirit

of Maſonry, gives the following explanation of the word ABRAC,

which , as it is new and curious, I ſhall here inſert in that gentle .

man's own words.

- W ABRAC, or ABRACAR, was a name which Bafilides, a reli.

“ gious of the ſecond century, gave to God ; who, he ſaid , was the

« author of three hundred and fixty - five.

" 4 The author of this ſuperſtition is ſaid to have lived in the

« time of Adrian, and that it had its name after ABRASAN OR

* ABRAXAS,
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Our celebrated annotator has taken no notice

of the maſons having the art of working mira

cles, and foreſaying things to come. Aſtrology

was

! ?

.

I 2 I 00 1 1 200

“ ABRAXAS, the denomination which Bafilides gave to the

“ Deity. He called him the Supreme God, and aſcribed to him

" ſeven ſubordinate powers or angels, who preſided over the hea

vens : and alſo, according to the number of the days in the year ,

« held , that three hundred and fixty - five virtues, powers, or intel

" ligences, exiſted as the emanationsof God ; the value, or nu.

“ merical diſtinction of the letters in the word, according to the

of ancient Greek numerals, made 365 .

„ А В Р A X A Z.

60

“ Among antiquaries, ABRAXAS is an antique gem , or ftone ,

" with the word ABRAXAS engraved on it . There are a great

many kinds of them, of various figures and ſizes, moſtly as old

" as the third century. Perſons profeffing the religious princi

“ples of Bafilides wore this gem with great veneration as an amu

« let, from whoſe virtues, and the protection of the Deity, to

“ whom it was conſecrated , and with whoſe name it was infcribed ,

" the wearer derived health , proſperity, and ſafety.

“ There is depofited in the Britiſh Muſeum ſuch a gem , which

" is a befil itone of the form of an egg. The head is in camio ,

6 the reverſe in taglio.

« In church hiſtory, Abrax is noted as a myſtical term , exo

“ preffing, the Supreme God ; under whom the Bafilidians ſup

“ poſed three hundred and fixty - five dependent deities : it was the

“ principle of the gnoſtic hierarchy, whence ſprang their multi

“ tudes of thæons. From ABRAXAS proceeded their PRIMO

“ GENIAL MIND ; from the primogenial mind, the Logos , or ,

“ word ; from the Logos, the PhroNÆSis, or prudence ; from

" the Phronælis, Sophia and DYNAMIS, or wiſdom and

“ Atrength ; from theſe two proceeded PRINCIPALITIES,

« POWERS
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was received as one of the arts which merited

their patronage ; and the good effects reſulting

from the ſtudy of it, may fully vindicate the

countenance given by the maſons to this delu

Gon .

The ancient philoſophers applied with un

wearied diligence to diſcover the aſpects, mag

nitude, diſtances, motions, and revolutions of

the heavenly bodies ; and, according to the diſ

coveries they made, pretended to foretell future

events , and to determine concerning the ſecrets

of Providence : Hence this ſtudy grew , in a

courſe of time, to be a regular ſcience, and

was admitted among the other arts practiſed by

maſons.

Aſtrology, it mnſt be owned, however vain

and deluſive in itſelf, has proved extremely uſe

ful to mankind, by promoting the excellent

ſcience of aſtronomy. The vain hope of read

ing the fates of men, and the ſucceſs of their

deſigns, has been one of the ſtrongeſt motives to

induce them , in all countries, to an attentive

obſervation of the celeſtial bodies ; whence they

have been taught to meaſure time, to mark the

“ Powers, and ANGELS ; and from theſe, other angels, to the

“ number of three hundred and fixty - five, who were ſuppoſed to

“ have the government of ſo many celeſtial orbs committed to

" their care. ”
27

duration
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duration of ſeaſons, and to regulate the opera

tions of agriculture.

The ſcience of aſtrology, which is nothing

more than the ſtudy of nature, and the know

ledge of the ſecret virtues of the Heavens, is

founded on ſcripture, and confirmed by reaſon

and experience. Mofes tells us, that the ſun ,

moon, and ſtars, were placed in the firmament,

to be for ſigns, as well as for ſeaſons. We find

the Deity thus addreſſing Job, “ Canſt thou

“ bind the ſweet influences of the.Pleiades, or looſe

" the bonds of Orion ?" We are inſtructed in

the Book of Judges, that “ they fought from

“ Heaven ; the ſtars in their courſes fought

“ againſt Siſera." The ancient philoſophers

were unanimous in the fame opinion ; as well as

Lord Bacon among the moderns. Milton thus

expreſſes himſelf on the ſubject :

Of planetary motions and aſpects

In ſextile, Square, and trine, and oppoſite,

Of noxious efficacy , and when to join

In fynod unbenign, and taught the fixed

Their influence malignant when to ſhower , &c.

It is well known that inferior animals, and

even birds and reptiles, have a foreknowledge of

futurity. And can we think that Nature has

with -held from man thoſe favours, which the has

fo

3

2
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ſo liberally beſtowed on the raven , the cat, and

the fow ? No, the aches in your limbs, and the

ſhootings of your corns, before a tempeſt or a

ſhower, will evince the contrary. Man, who is

a microcoſm , or world in miniature, unites in

himſelf all thoſe powers and qualities which are

ſcattered throughout nature , diſcerns from cer

tain ſigns the future contingencies of his being,

and, finding his way through the palpable obſcure

to the viſible diurnal and nocturnal ſphere, marks .

the preſages and predictions of his happineſs or

miſery. The myſterious and recondite doctrine

of ſympathies in Nature, is admirably illuſtrated

from the ſympathy between the moon and the

fea, by which the waters of the ocean are, in a

certain , though inconceivable manner, drawn ,

after that luminary. In theſe celeſtial and ter

reſtrial fympathies, there can be no doubt but .

that the vegetative ſoul of the world transfers a

fpecific virtue from the heavens to the elements,

to animals, and to man. If the moon alone

rule the world of waters, what effects muſt the

combination of ſolar, ftellar, and lunar influences

operate upon the land ? It is univerſally con

feſſed , that aſtrology is the mother of aſtronomy,

and though the daughter hath rebelled againſt.

the mother, it has been long predicted and ex

pected, that the venerable authority of the pa

rent will prevail in the end .

Page.
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Page 141.Wylle he teche me thay fameartes? ]

By the anſwer to this queſtion, we learn the ne

ceſſary qualifications which are required in a

candidate for maſonry - a good character, and

an able capacity.

1

Page 141. Dothe all maçonnes kunne more

then odher menne ? ] The anſwer only implies,

that maſons have a better opportunity than the

reſt of mankind, of improving in uſeful know

ledge ; but a want of capacity in fome, and of

application in others, obſtructs the progreſs of

many .

L

11Page 142. Are maçonnes gudder menne then

odhers ?] Mafons are not underſtood to be more

virtuous in their lives and actions, than other

men may be ; but it is an undoubted fact, that

a ſtrict conformity to the rules of the profeſſion

of maſonry, may make them better men than

they otherwiſe would be .

Page 142. Dothe maçonnes love eidher odher

myghtylye as beeth fayde ?] The anſwer to

this queſtion is truly great, and is judiciouſly re

marked upon by the learned annotator.

By the anſwers to the three laſt queſtions, the

objections of cavillers againſt maſonry are re

futed ;
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futed ; its excellency is diſplayed ; and every

cenſure paſſed upon it, on account of the tranſ

greſſions of its profeffors, entirely removed. No

bad man, whoſe character is known, can be en

rolled in our records ; but ſhould he impofe upon

us , and we are unwarily led to receive him, our

endeavours are exerted to reform him : and, by

being a maſon, it is probable he may become a

better ſubject to his ſovereign , and a more va

luable member to the ſtate, than if he were not

in the way of thoſe advantages.

11

Upon the whole, Mr. Locke's obſervations on

this curious manuſcript well deſerve a ſerious

and careful examination ; and there remains little

doubt, that the favourable opinion this philofo

pher conceived of the ſociety of maſons before

his admiſſion , was ſufficiently confirmed aftes

his initiation ,

1
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BOOK IV.

THE HISTORY OF MASONRY IN ENGLAND .

SECT. I.

Maſonry early introduced into England. - Account

of the Druids.-- Progreſs of Maſonry in England

under the Romans.-- Mafons highly favoured by

: St. Alban .

THEhiſtory of Britain, previous to the invas

fion of the Romans, is fo mixed with fable ,

as not to afford any ſatisfactory account, either

of the original inhabitants of the iſland , or of

the arts practiſed by them . It appears, how

ever, from the writings of the beſt hiſtorians,

that they were not deſtitute of genius or taſte.

There are yet in being the remains of ſome ftu

pendous works, executed by them much earlier

than the time of the Romans ; and thofe veſtiges

of
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of antiquity, though defaced by the cruel hand

of time, diſplay no ſmall ſhare of ingenuity in

their invention, and are convincing proofs that

the ſcience of maſonry was not unknown in

thoſe rude ages.

The Druids, it is ſaid , retained many uſages

among them fimilar to thoſe of maſons ; but of

what they chiefly conſiſted , at this diſtance of

time we cannot with certainty diſcover. Theſe

philoſophers held their afſemblies in woods and

groves, and obſerved the moſt impenetrable fee

crecy in explaining their principles and opinions,

which , being known only to themſelves , muſt

have periſhed with them .

The Druids were the prieſts of the Britons,

Gauls, and other Celtic nations. They were

divided into three claſſes : the bards, who were

poets and muſicians, formed the firſt claſs ; the

vates, who were prieſts and phyſiologiſts, com

poſed the ſecond claſs ; and the third claſs con

fifted of the Druids, who added moral philoſom

phy to the ſtudy of phyſiology .

It is ſuggeſted, that the Druids derived their

ſyſtem of government from Pythagoras. Study

and ſpeculation were the favourite purſuits of

theſe philoſophers. In their private retreats, they

entered into a diſquiſition of the origin, laws,

and properties of matter , the form and magnis

tude



OF MASONRY. 165

tude of the univerſe, and even the moſt fublime

and hidden ſecrets of Nature . On theſe ſub

jects they formed a variety of hypotheſes, which

they delivered to their diſciples in verſe, that

they might more eaſily retain them in memory,

being bound by oath not to write them.

In this manner the Druids communicated

their particular tenets, and under the veil of

myſtery concealed every branch of uſeful know

ledge. This ſecured to their order univerſal

admiration and reſpect, while their religious in

ſtructions were every where received with re

verence and ſubmiſſion . To them was commit

ted the education of youth, and from their ſemi

naries iſſued many valuable productions. They

determined all cauſes, eccleſiaſtical and civil ;

they taught philoſophy, aſtrology, politics, rites,

and ceremonies ; and in their ſongs recom

po mended the heroic deeds of great men to the

imitation of pofterity .

It would be contrary to the intention of this

treatiſe , to enlarge on the uſages that prevailed

among thoſe ancient philoſophers, on which we

can offer at beſt but probable conjectures ; it

will therefore be more prudent to abbreviate our

obſervations on this head, and leaving the ex

perienced maſon to make his own reflections on

their affinity to the maſonic rites , proceed to re

late
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late occurrences of more importance, and better

authenticated.

Upon the arrival of the Romans in Britain,

arts and ſciences came with them , and began to

flouriſh . As civilization increaſed, maſonry roſe

into eſteem , and was encouraged by Cæſar, and

ſeveral of the Roman generals who ſucceeded

him in the government of this iſland . At this

period, the fraternity were employed in erect

ing walls, forts, bridges, cities, temples, palaces,

courts of juſtice, and other ſtately works. Hif

tory is ſilent concerning their lodges or conven

tions, and tradition affords but an imperfect ac

count of the uſages and cuſtoms which prevailed

in their afſemblies.

The wars ,which broke out between the con

querors and the conquered, obſtructed for ſome

time the progreſs of maſonry in Britain , where

it continued in a low ſtate till the time of the

Emperor Carauſius, when it revived under his

aufpices : This general, having ſhaken off the

Roman yoke, contrived every means to render

his perſon and government acceptable to the peo

ple. He poffefſed real merit, encouraged learn

ing and learned men, improved the country in

the civil arts, and being reſolved to eſtabliſh an

empire in Britain , collected the beſt workmen

and artificers from all parts, who, under his

ſway,

1
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fway , enjoyed peace and tranquillity. The ma

fons he held in great veneration , and appointed

Albanus, his ſteward , principal ſuperintendant

over their afſembliés. Under this patron , lodges,

or conventionsof the fraternity, were formed ,

and the buſineſs of maſonry began to be regu

larly conducted . ' Through the influence of Al

banus, the maſons obtained a charter from Ca..

raufius, to hold a general council, at which we

learn this worthy knight preſided in perſon as

Grand Maſter, and afliſted at the reception of

many perſons into maſonry. To this council,

the name of Afſembly was afterwards given *.

Albanus was born at Verulam , (now St. Alban's,

in Hertfordfhire ,) of a noble family. In his

6

* An old MS , which was deſtroyed with many others in 1720 ,

faid to have been in the poſſeſſion of Nicholas Stone, a curious

ſculptor under Inigo Jones, contains the following particulars :

• St. Alban loved maſons well, and cheriſhed them much, and

made their pay right good ; for he gave them ij s . per weeke,

and iijd, to their cheert ; whereas, before that time, in all the

• land, a maſon had but a penny a day , and his meat, until St.

* Alban mended itt. And he gott them a charter from the King

and his counfell för to hold a general counſell, and gave itt to

name Aſſemblie. Thereat he was himſelfe, and did helpe to

make maſons, and gave them good charges. '

† A MS . written in the reign of James II. before cited in this

volume, contains an account of thiscircumſtance , and increaſes

the weekly pay to 3s . 6d . , and 3d. a day for the bearers of bure
dens .

6

youth
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youth he travelled to Rome, where he ſerved

ſeven years under the Emperor Diocletian . On

his return home, by the example and perſuaſion

of Amphibalus of Caer-leon (now Chefter ), who

had accompanied him in his travels, he was con

verted to the Chriſtian faith , and, in the tenth

and laſt perſecution of the Chriſtians, was be

headed, A. D. 303 .

St. Alban was the firſt who ſuffered martyr

dom for the Chriſtian religion in Britain , of

which the venerable Bede gives the following

account. The Roman governor having been in

formed that St. Alban harboured a Chriſtian in

his houſe , fent a party of ſoldiers to apprehend

Amphibalus. St. Alban immediately put on the

habit of his gueſt *, and preſented himſelf to the

officers. He was carried before a magiſtrate,

where he behaved with ſuch a manly freedom ,

and ſo powerfully ſupported the cauſe of his

SUL

14

* The garment which Alban wore upon this occafion was

called a Caracalla ; it was a kind of cloak with a cowi, reſem

bling the veſtment of the Jewiſh prieſts. Walfingham relates,

that it was preſerved in a large cheſt in the church of Ely, which

was opened in thereign of Edward II . A. D. 1314 ; and Thomas

Rudburn, another writer of equal authority , confirms this rela

tion ; and adds, That there was found with his garment an old

writing in theſe words : « This is the Caracalla of St. Amphi.

• balus, the monk and preceptor of St. Alban ; in which that

r proto -martyr of England ſuffered death , under the cruel perſe .

" cution of Diocletian against the Christians. '

friend,



OF MASONRY
169

friend, as not only to incur the diſpleaſure of

the judge, but to bring upon himſelf the puniſh

ment above ſpecified .

The old conftitutions affirm , that St. Alban

was employed by Carauſius to environ the city

of Verulam with a wall, and to build him a fine

palace ; and that the Emperor, as a reward for

his diligence in executing thoſe works, appointed

him fteward of his houſehold , and chief ruler of

the realm . However this may be, there is great

reaſon to believe, from the corroborating teſti

monies of ancient hiſtorians, that this knight

was a celebrated architect, and a great encou

rager of good workmen ; it cannot therefore be

ſuppoſed , that free-maſonry would be neglected

under fo eminent a patron .

7

SECT. II.

i

Hiftory of Maſonry in England under St. Aufin,

King Alfred, and Athelflane ; and alſo under the

Knights Templars.

AFTER the departure ofthe Romans from

Britain , maſonry made but a flow progreſs ,

and in a little time was almoſt totally neglected .

The irruptions of the Picts and Scots obliged

the ſouthern inhabitants of the iſland to ſolicit

the aſſiſtance of the Saxons, to repel theſe in

I vaders.
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vaders. As the Saxons increaſed, the native

Britons ſunk into obſcurity, and ere long yielded

the ſuperiority to their protectors, acknowledg.

ing their ſovereignty and juriſdiction . Theſe

rough and ignorant heathens, deſpiſing every

thing but war, foon put a finiſhing ſtroke to all

the remains of ancient learning which had efcaped

the fury of the Picts and Scots. They continued

their depredations with unreſtrained rigour, till

the arrival of ſome pious teachers from Wales

and Scotland , when many of thefe Savages were

reconciled to Chriſtianity, and the doctrines of

that religion gained ground among them . As

Chriſtianity ſpread, maſonry roſe into repute,

and lodges were again formed * ; but theſe lodges

being under the direction of foreigners, were

feldom convened, and never attained to any de

gree of confideration or importance.

Maſonry continued in this ſituation till the

year 557, when Auſtin, with forty more monks,

among whom the ſciences had been preſerved,

came into England. Auſtin was commiſſioned

by pope Gregory, to baptize Ethelbert king of

Kent, who appointed him the firſt archbiſhop

of Canterbury. This monk, and his aſſociates,

propagated the principles of chriſtianity among

* See the Book of Conftitutions,

the
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the inhabitants of Britain , andby their influence,

in little more than fixty years, all the kings of the

heptarchy were converted. Maſonry flouriſhed

under the patronage of Auſtin , and many fo

reigners came at this time into England, who

introduced the Gothic ſtyle of building. Auſtin

ſeems to have been a zealous encourager of

architecture, for he appeared at the head of the

fraternity in founding the old cathedral of Can

terbury in 600, and the cathedral of Rocheſter

in 602 ; St. Paul's, London, in 604 ; St. Peter's,

Weſtminſter, in 605 ; and many otherst. Se

veral palaces and caſtles were built under his ar

fpices, as well as other fortifications on the bor

ders of the kingdom, by which means the num

ber of maſons in England were conſiderably in

creaſed .

A few expert brethren arrived from France in

680, and formed themſelves into a lodge, under

the direction of Bennet, abbot of Wirral, who

was ſoon after appointed by Kenred , king of

Mercia, inſpector of the lodges, and general ſu

perintendant of the maſons.

During the heptarchy, maſonry continued in

a low ſtate ; but in the year 856, it revived un

der the patronage of St. Swithin, who was em
c

+ See the Monaſticon Anglicanum .

I 2
ployed
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ployed by Ethelwolph, the Saxon king, to re

pair ſome pious houſes ; and from that time it

gradually improved till the reign of Alfred,

A. D. 872, when , in the perſon of that prince,

it found a zealous protector.

Maſonry has, for the moſt part, kept pace

with the progreſs of learning ; and the patrons

and encouragers of the latter, have generally

been moſt remarkable for cultivating and pro

moting the former. No prince ever ſtudied

more to poliſh and improve the underſtandings

of his ſubjects than Alfred, and no one could

therefore prove a better friend to maſonry By

his indefatigable aſſiduity in the purſuit of know

ledge, he induced his people to imitate his ex

ample, and thereby reformed their diffolute and

barbarous manners. Mr. Hume, in his Hiſtory

of Great Britain, relates the following particu

lars of this celebrated prince :

“ Alfred uſually divided his time into three

equal portions : one was employed in fleep, and

the refection of his body by diet and exerciſe ;

another in the diſpatch ofbuſineſs ; and a third,

in ſtudy and devotion . That he might more

exactly meaſure the hours, he made uſe of burn

ing tapers of equal lengths, which he fixed in

lanthorns; an expedient ſuited to that rude age,

when the art of deſcribing ſun -dials, and the

mechaniſm
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mechaniſm of clocks and watches, were totally

unknown. By this regular diſtribution of time,

though he often laboured under great bodily in

firmities, this martial hero, who fought in per

ſon fifty- fix battles by ſea and land, was able,

during a life of no extraordinary length , to ac

quire more knowledge, and even to compoſe

more books, than moſt ſtudious men , bleft with

greater leiſure and application, have done in

more fortunate ages.”

As this prince was not negligent in encou

aging the mechanical arts, maſonry claimed a .

a great part of his attention . He invited from

all quarters induſtrious foreigners to repeople

his country , which had been deſolated by the

ravages of the Danes. He introduced and

encouraged manufactures of all kinds among

them ; no inventor or improver of any ingenious

art did he ſuffer to go unrewarded ; and he ap

propriated a ſeventh part of his revenue for

maintaining a number of workmen, whom he

conſtantly employed in rebuilding his ruined

cities , caſtles, palaces , and monafteries. The

univerſity of Oxford was founded by him.

On the deathof Alfred in 90o, Edward fuc

ceeded to the throne, during whoſe reign the

mafons continued to hold their lodges, under

the fanction of Ethred, his fiſter's huſband, and

Ethelward ,I 3
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Ethelward, his brother, to whom the care of

the fraternity was intruſted. Ethelward was a

prince of great learning, and an able architect ;

he founded the univerſity of Cambridge.

Edward died in 924, and was ſucceeded by

Athelftane his ſon , who appointed his brother

Edwin patron of the maſons. This prince pro

cured a charter from Athelſtane, empowering

them to meet annually in communication at

York. In this city the firſt Grand Lodge of

England was formed in 926, at which Edwin

preſided as Grand Maſter. Here many old wrie

tings were produced in Greek , Latin, and other

languages, from which the conſtitutions of the

Engliſh lodges are originally derived *.

Athelftane

24* A record of the ſociety, written in the reign of Edward IV .

faid to have been in the poffeffion of the famous Elias Afhmole,

founder of the Muſeum at Oxford, and unfortunately deſtroyed,

with other papers on the ſubject of maſonry, at the Revolution,

gives the following account of the ſtate of maſonry at this

period :

• That though the ancient records of the brotherhood in Eng.

• land were many of them deſtroyed , or loft, in the wars of the

• Saxons and Danes, yet king Athelftane, ( the grandfon of king

• Alfrede the Great, a mighty architect,) the firſt annointed king

" of England, and who tranſlated the Holy Bible into the Saxon

tongue, ( A. D. 930, ) when he had brought the land into reſt

6 and peace, built many great works, and encouraged many ma

« fons from France , who were appointed overſeers thereof, and

• brought with them the charges and regulations of the lodges,

• preſerved

.
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Athelſtane kept his court for ſome time at

York, where he received feveral embaflies from

foreign princes, with rich preſents of various

kinds. He was loved, honoured, and admired

by

6

preſerved fince the Roman times ; who alſo prevailed with the

• king to improve the conftitution of the Engliſh lodges accord

. ing to the foreign model, and to increaſe the wages of working

• maſons.

• That the ſaid king's brother, prince Edwin, being taught

o maſonry, and taking upon him the charges of a maſter -maſon ,

6 for the love he had to the ſaid craft, and the honourable prin

ciples whereon it is grounded, purchaſed a free charter of king

• Athelftane, for the maſons having a correction among themſelves,

(as it was anciently expreſſed ,) or a freedom and power to regu .

• late themſelves, to amend what might happen amifs, and to hold

a yearly communication and general aſſembly .

• That accordingly prince Edwin fummoned all the maſons in

• the realm to meet him in a congregation at York , who came .

. and compoſed a general lodge, of which he was Grand Maſter ;

6 and having brought with them all the writings and records ex.

tant, fome in Greek , fome in Latin, fome in French , and other

6 languages, from the contents thereof that aſſembly did frame,

• the conſtitution and charges of an Engliſh lodge, made a law to

• preferve and obſerve the fame in all time coming, and ordained

good pay for working maſons, & c . '

From this æra we date the re - eſtabliſhment of free-maſonry in

England . There is at preſent a Grand 'Lodge of maſons in the

city of York , who trace their exiſtence from this period. By

virtue of Edwin's charter, it is ſaid , all the maſons in the realne

were convened at a general aſſembly in that city, where they

eſtabliſhed a general or grand Lodge for their future government.

Under the patronage and juriſdiction of this Grand Lodge, it is

alleged , the fraternity confiderably increaſed, and kings, princes,

6

S

14 and
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by all the princes of Europe, who fought his

friendſhip and courted his alliance. He was a

mild ſovereign, a kind brother, and a true friend .

The only blemiſh that hiſtorians find in the

whole

and other eminent perſons, who had been initiated into maſonry,

paid due allegiance to that Grand Afſembly. But as the events

of the times were various and fluctuating, that Affembly was more

or leſs reſpectable ; and in proportion as maſonry obtained encou .

ragement, its influence was more or leſs extenfive. The appella .

tion of Ancient York Mafons, is well known in Ireland and Scot

land ; and the univerſal tradition is, that the brethren of that ap

pellation originated at Auldby near York . This carries with it

ſome marks of confirmation ; for Auldby was the ſeat of Edwin .

There is every reaſon to believe that York was deemed the

original ſeat of maſonic government ; no other place has prea

tended to claim it, and the whole fraternity have, at various

times, univerſally acknowledged allegiance to the authority efta .

blished there ; but whether the preſent aſſociation in that city is

entitled to that allegiance, is a ſubject of inquiry which it is not

my province to inveſtigate. To that aſſembly recourſe muſt be

had for information . . Thus much, however, is certain, that if a

General Aſſembly or Grand Lodge was held there, (of which

there is little doubt if we can rely on our records and conftituzi

tions, as it is ſaid to have exiſted there in Queen Elizabeth's .

time, ) there is no evidence of its regular removal, by the con

ſent of its members, to any other place in the kingdom ; and,

upon that ground, the brethren at York may probably claim

with juſtice the privilege of aſſociating in that character. A

number of reſpectable meetings of the fraternity appear to have

been convened at fundry times in different parts of England, but

we cannot find an inſtance on record , tilt a very late ' period, of

any general meeting ( ſo called ) being held in any other place bee

fide York .

То

:
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whole reign of Athelſtane, is the ſuppoſed mur

der of his brother Edwin. This youth was

diſtinguiſhed for his virtues, and having died

two years before his brother, a falſe report was

ſpread ,

t

ence .

To underſtand this matter more clearly, it may be peceſſary to

advert to the original inſtitution of that aſſembly, called a General

or Grand Lodge. It was not reſtricted then, as it is now under

ſtood to be, to the Maſters and Wardens of private lodges with

the Grand Maſter and his Wardens at their head ; it conſiſted of

as many of the fraternity at large as , being within a convenient

diſtance, could attend, once or twice in a year, under the auſpices

of one general Kead , elected and inſtalled at one of theſe ineet

îngs, and who, for the time being, received homage as the ſole

governor of the whole body . The idea of confining the privi.

leges of maſonry, by a warrant of conſtitution , to certain indivi

duals , convened on certain days , at certain places , had no exift

There was but one family among maſons, and every ma

ſon was a branch of that family. It is true, the privileges of the

different degrees of the Order always centered in certain numbers

of the fraternity, who, according to their advancement in the

Art, were authorized by the ancient chargez to afſemble in , hold,

and rule lodges, at their will and diſcretion , in ſuch places as

beſt ſuited their convenience, and when ſo aſſembled, to receive

pupils and deliver inſtructions in maſonry ; but all the tribute

from theſe individuals, ſeparately and collectively, reſted ulti

mately in the General Aſſembly, to which all the fraternity

might repair, and to whoſe award all were bound to pay lubo

miffion .

As the conſtitutions of the Engliſh Lodges are derived from

this General Aſſembly at Türk ;, as all maſons are bound to ob .

ſerve and preſerve thoſe in all fime coming ; - and as there is no fa .

tisfactory proof that ſuch aſſembly was ever regularly removed by

the reſolution of its members, but that, on the contrary , the fra

ternity

7

1
15



178
ILLUST

RATION
S

ſpread, of his being wrongfully put to death by

him . But this action is ſo improbable in itſelf,

fo inconſiſtent with the character of Athelftane,

and indeed ſo flenderly atteſted , as to be unde

ſerving a place in hiſtory *.

The

Y

ternity ſtill continue to meet in that city under this appellation ,

it may remain a doubt, whether, while theſe conſtitutions exiſt

as the ſtandard of maſonic conduct, that affembly may not juſtly

claim the allegiance to which their original authority entitled

them ; and whether any other convention of maſons, however

great their conſequence may be, can, conſiſtent with thoſe con .

ftitutions, withdraw their allegiance from that aſſembly , or ſet

afide an authority, to which not only antiquity, but the concur .

rent approbation of maſons for ages , under the moſt folemn en .

gagements, have repeatedly given a fanction .

It is to be regretted , that the idea of ſuperiority, and a wiſh to

acquire abſolute dominion, ſhould occaſion a conteſt among ma

fons . Were the principles of the Order better underſtood , and

more generally practiſed, that would not be the caſe , and the

intention of the inſtitution be more fully anſwered . Every

mafon would conſider his brother as his fellow , and he who, by

generous and virtuous actions, could beſt promote the happineſs

of ſociety, would always be moſt likely to receive homage and

refpect.

* The excellent writer of the Life of King Athelſtane t has

given fo clear and ſo perfect a view of this event, that the reader

cannot receive greater ſatisfaction than in that author's own words :

“ The buſineſs of Edwin's death is a point the moſt obſcure in

the ſtory of this king, and, to ſay the truth, not one even of our

best hiſtorians hath written clearly, or with due attention , con

# Biog. Brit. vol. i . p . 63. Iſt edit.

cerning
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1
4

The activity and princely conduct of Edwin

qualified him, in every reſpect, to preſide over

ſo celebrated a body of men as the maſons.

Under him they were employed in repairing

and

"

1

19

cerning it. The fact as commonly received , is this : The king,

ſuſpecting his younger brother Edwin , of deſigning to deprive

hin of his crown, cauſed him, notwithſtanding his proteſtations

of innocency, to be put on board a leaky fhip , with his armour

bearer and page. The young prince, unable to bear, the ſeverity

of the weather, and want of food, deſperately drowned himſelf.

Some time after, the king's cup -bearer, who had been the chief

cauſe of this act of cruelty, happened, as he was ſerving the

king at table, to trip with one foot, but recovering himſelf with

the other, “ See ,' ſaid he, pleaſantly, how brothers afford each

other help ; ' which ſtriking the king with the remembrance of

of what himſelf had done, in taking off Edwin , who might have

helped him in his wars , he cauſed that buſinefs to be more

thoroughly examined, and finding his brother had been faiſely

accoſed , cauſed his cup - bearer to be put to a cruel death , en:

dured himſelf ſeven years ſharp penánce, and built the two mo

naſteries of Middleton and Michelneſs, to atone for this baſe and

bloody fact * . ”

Dr. Howel, ſpeaking of this ſtory , treats it as if very indiffe .

rently founded , and, on that account, unworthy of credit to

Simeon of Durham, and the Saxon Chronicle, ſay no more, than

that Edwin was drowned by his brother's command, in the

year 933 I. Brompton places it in the firſt, or, at fartheſt, in the

ſecond year of his reign ; and he tells us the ſtory of the rotten

* Speed's Chronicle, book vii . chap. 38 .

+ Gen. Hift . P. iv. c . 2. ſect . 10 .

Simeon Dunelm . p. 154. Chron . Saxon. p . 111 .

Thip

-

1

1
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and building many churches and ſuperb edifices,

which had been deſtroyed by the ravages of the

Danes and other invaders, not only in the city.

of York, but at Beverley, and other places .

On the death of Edwin , Athelftane undertook

in perſon , the direction of the lodges, and the

thip, and of his puniſhing the cup -bearer * . William of Malmf

bury , who is very circumſtantial, ſays, he only tells us what he

heard § ; but Matthew the flower- gatherer f ftamps the whole

down as an indubitable truth . Yet thefe diſcordant dates are

not to be accounted for . If he was drowned in the ſecond, he

could not be alive in the tenth year of the king ; the firſt is the

more probable date, becauſe about that time there certainly was

a conſpiracy, againſt king Athelftane, in order to dethrone kim,

and put out his eyes, yet he did not put the author of it to death ;

is it likely then, that he ſhould order his brother to be thrown

into the ſea upon bare ſuſpicion ? But the reader muft remem

ber, that we cite the ſame hiſtorians who have told us this ſtory ,

to prove , that Athelſtane was unanimouſly acknowledged king,

his brethren being too young to govern ; one would think, then ,

they could not be old enough to conſpire. If we take the ſecond

date, the whole ſtory is deſtroyed ; the king could not do ſeven

years penance , for he did not live ſo long ; and as for the tale of

the cup- bearer, and his ſtumbling at the king's table, the ſame

ſtory is told of Earl Godwin , who murdered the brother of Edward

the Confeſſor . Laſtly, nothing is clearer from hiftory , than that

Athelſtane was remarkably kind to his brothers and fifters, for

whoſe fakes he lived fingle, and therefore one would think his

brother had leſs temptation to conſpire againſt him.

• Chronicon . p . 828 .

+ Matth . Florileg.

§ De Geſt, R. A, lib . ii.

Art
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Art of maſonry was propagated in peace and fe

curity under his fanction .

When Athelſtane died , the maſons diſperſed ,

and the Art continued in an unſettled ſtate til

the reign of Edgar in 960, when the fraternity

were again collected by St. Dunſtan , under

whoſe auſpices they were employed on fome

pious ſtructures ; but meeting with no perma

nent encouragement, their lodges ſoon declined .

After Edgar's death maſonry remained in a

low condition upwards of fifty years. In 1041 ,

it again revived, under the patronage of Edward

the Confeffor, who ſuperintended the execution

of ſeveral great works. He rebuilt Weſtminſter

Abbey, aſſiſted by Leofrick earl of Coventry,

whom he appointed to ſuperintend the maſons.

The Abbey of Coventry, and many other ſtruc

tures, were finiſhed by this accompliſhed ar

chitect.

William the Conqueror acquired the crown

of England in 1066 : and he appointed Gun

dulph biſhop of Rocheſter, and Roger de Mont

gomery earl of Shrewſbury, joint patrons of the

maſons, who, at this time, excelled both in civil

and military architecture. Under their auſpices

the fraternity were employed in building the

Tower of London, which was completed in the

reign of William Rufus, who rebuilt London

bridge
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bridge with wood, and firſt conſtructed the par

lace and hall of Weſtminſter in 1087.

On the acceffion of Henry I. the lodges con

tinued to aſſemble. From this prince, the firſt

Magna Charta, or charter of liberties, was ob

tained by the Normans. Stephen ſucceeded

Henry in 1135, and employed the fraternity in

building a chapel atWeſtminſter, now the Houſe

of Commons, and ſeveral other works. Theſe

were finiſhed under the direction of Gilbert de

Clare marquis of Pembroke, who at this time

preſided over the lodges.

During the reign of Henry II. the Grand

Maſter of the Knights Templars ſuperintended

the maſons, and employed them in building their

Temple in Fleet - ſtreet, A. D. 1155. Maſonry

continued under the patronage of this Order

till the year 1199, when John ſucceeded his bro

ther Richard in the crown of England. Peter

de Colechurch was then appointed Grand Maf

ter. He began to rebuild London bridge with

ſtone, which was afterwards finiſhed by William

Alcmain in 1209. Peter de Rupibus ſucceeded

Peter de Colechurch in the office of Grand

Mafter, and Geoffrey Fitz -Peter, chief ſurveyor

of the king's works, acted as deputy under him.

Under the auſpices of theſe two artiſts, maſonry

flouriſhed during the remainder of this and the

following reigni
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SECT. III.

.

Hiſtory of Maſonry in England, during the Reigns of

Edward I. Edward II , Edward III. Richard II .

Henry V. and Henry VI. :

ON

N the acceſſion of Edward I. A. D. 1272,

the care of the maſons was entruſted to

Walter Giffard, archbiſhop of York ; Gilbert

de Clare, earl of Glouceſter; and Ralph , lord of

Mount Hermer, the progenitor of the family of

the Montagues . Theſe architects ſuperintended

the finiſhing of Weſtminſter Abbey, which had

been begun in 1220, during the minority of

Henry III. In the reign of Edward II. the fra

ternity were employed in building Exeter and

Oriel colleges , Oxford ; Clare-hall, Cambridge ;

and many other ſtructures ; under the auſpices

of Walter Stapleton, biſhop of Exeter, who had

been appointed Grand Maſter of the maſons in

1307

Maſonry flouriſhed in England during the

reign of Edward III. who became the patron of

ſcience , and the encourager of learning. He

applied with indefatigable aſſiduity to the con

ftitutions of the Order ; reviſed and melio

rated the ancient charges, and added ſeveral

uſeful regulations to the original code of laws by

11

T

which
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which the fraternity had been governed. He

patronized the lodges, and appointed five depu

ties under him to inſpect their proceedings ;

viz. 1. John de Spoulee, who rebuilt St. George's

chapel at Windſor, where the order of the garter

was firſt inſtituted , A. D. 1350 ; 2. William a

Wykeham, afterwards biſhop of Wincheſter,

who rebuilt the caſtle of Windſor at the head of

400 free -mafons A. D. 1357 ; 3. Robert a Barn

ham, who finiſhed St. George's hall at the head

of 250 free -maſons, with other works in the

caſtle, A. D. 1375 ; 4. Henry Yeuele, (called in

the old records , the King's free -maſon ,) who

built the Charter -houfe in London ; King's hall,

Cambridge ; and Queenſborough caſtle ; and

who alſo rebuilt St. Stephen's chapel, Weſtmin

fter : and 5. Simon Langham , abbot of Weſt

minſter, who rebuilt the body of that cathedral

as it now ſtands. From fome old records ſtill

extant, it appears , that at this period lodges were

numerous, and that communications of the fra

ternity were held under the protection of the

civil magiſtrate * .

Richard

* An old record of the Society runs thus :

« In the glorious reign of King Edward IIl . when lodges were

• more frequent, the Right Worſhipful the Maſter and Fellows,

« with conſent of the lords of the realm ( for moſt great men were

then maſons) ordained,

That
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Richard II. having ſucceeded his grandfather

Edward III. in 1377, William a Wykeham was

continued Grand Maſter. He afterward rebuilt

Weſtminſter -hall as it now ſtands; and employed

the fraternity in building New College, Oxford ,

andWincheſter college, both ofwhich he founded

at his own expence.

Henry,

* That for the future, at the making or admiſſion of a brother,

the conſtitution and the ancient charges ſhould be read by the

. Mafter or Warden .

• That ſuch as were to be admitted maſter -maſons, or maiters

of work, ſhould be examined whether they be able of cunning to

ſerve their reſpective lords, as well the loweſt as the higheſt, to

the honour and worſhip of the aforeſaid Art, and to the profit of

their lords ; for they be their lords that employ and pay them for

« their ſervice and travel. '

The following particulars are alſo contained in a very old MS.

of which a copy is ſaid to have been in the poſſeſſion of the late

George Payne Eſq. Grand Maſter in 1718.

* That when the Maſter and Wardens meet in a lodge, if need

" be, the ſheriff of the county , or the mayor of the city, or alder

s man of the town , in which the congregation is held , ſhould be

" made fellow and ſociate to the Maſter, in help of him againſt

• rebels, and for upbearing the rights of the realm .

• That entered prentices, at their making,' were charged not to

be thieves or thieves.maintainers ; that they ſhould travel ho

neſtly for their pay , and love their fellows as themſelves, and

• be true to the king of England , and to the realm , and to the

• lodge.

* That, at ſuch congregations, it ſhall be inquired, whether any

« maſter or fellow has broke any of the articles agreed to ; and

if the offender, being duly cited to appear, prove rebel, and will

( pot
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Henry, duke of Lancaſter, taking advantage

of Richard's abfence in Ireland , got the parlia

ment to depoſe him, and next year cauſed him to

be murdered . Thus he fupplanted his couſin ,

and mounted thethronebythe name ofHenryIV.

He appointed Thomas Fitz Allen, earl of Sur

rey, Grand Maſter . After the famous victory

of Shrewſbury, he founded Battle -abbey and

Fotheringay ; and in this reign the Guildhall

of London was built. The king dying in 1413 ,

Henry V. ſucceeded to the crown ; when Henry

Chicheley, archbiſhop of Canterbury, obtained

the direction of the fraternity , under whoſe

auſpices lodges and communications were fre

quent.

Henry VI. a minor, ſucceeding to the throne

in 1422, the parliament endeavoured to diſturb

the maſons, by paſſing the following act to pro

hibit their chapters and conventions :

• not attend, then the lodge ſhall determine againſt him, that he

• ſhall forſwear ( or renounce) his maſonry , and ſhall no more uſe

• this craft ; the which if he preſume for to do, the Sheriff of the

county ſhall priſon him, and take all his goods into the king's

• hands, till his grace be granted him and iſſued . For this cauſe

principally have thefe congregations been ordained , that as well

s the loweſt as the highest ſhould be well and truly ſerved in this

Art aforeſaid , throughout all the kingdom of England. Amen,

$ fo mote it be .'

3 Hen .
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3 Hen. VI . cap . 1. A. D. 1425.

Masons ſhall not confederate in Chapters or

Congregations.

WHEREAS, by the yearly congregations and

confederacies made by the maſons in their ge

' neral aſſemblies, the good courſe and effect of

the ſtatutes oflabourers be openly violated and

broken, in ſubverſion of the law, and to the

great damage of all the commons ; our fove

' reign Lord the King, willing in this caſe to

provide a remedy, by the advice and conſent

aforeſaid , and at the ſpecial requeſt of the

commons, hath ordained and eſtabliſhed that ?

• ſuch chapters and congregations ſhall not be

hereafter hoiden ; and if any ſuch be made ,

they that cauſe ſuch chapters and congregations

( to be aſſembled and holden , if they thereof be

..convict, ſhall be judged for felons : and that

the other maſons, that come to ſuch chapters

or congregations, be puniſhed by impriſonment

of their bodies, and make fine and ranſome at

the king's will*:

This

Judge Coke gives the following opinion on this ſtatute :

• All the ſtatutes concerning labourers before this act , and

" whereunto this act Joth refer, are repealed by the Atatute of

* s Elias.
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This act was never put in force, nor the fra

ternity deterred from aſſembling, as uſual, under

archbiſhop Chicheley, who ſtill continued to

preſide over them * Notwithſtanding this ri

gorous edict, the effect of prejudice and male

volence

5 Eliz . cap. 4. about A. D. 1562 , whereby the cauſe and end

of making this act is taken away, and conſequently the act is

• become of no force ; for ceſſante ratione legis, ceffat ipfa lex :

and the indictment of felony upon this ſtatute muft contain,

« That thoſe chapters and congregations are to the violating and

• breaking of the good courſe and effect of the ſtatutes of la

• bourers ; which now cannot be ſo alleged , becauſe theſe fta

tutes be repealed . Therefore this would be put out of the

« charge of juſtices of the peace . INSTITUTES, Part III. fol. 19

It is plain, from the above opinion, that this act, though never

expreſsly repealed , can have no force at preſent. The maſons may

reſt very quiet, continue to hold their aſſemblies, and propagate

their myſteries, as long as a conformity to their profeſſed prin

ciples entitles them to the ſanction of government. Maſonry is

too well known in this country , to raiſe any ſuſpicion in the legif

lature. The greateſt perfonages have preſided over the ſociety,

and under their aufpicious government, at different times , an ace

quiſition of patrons, both great and noble, has been made. It would

therefore be abſurd to imagine, that any legal attempt will ever be

made to diſturb the peace and harmony of a ſociety fo truly re .

fpectable, and ſo highly honoured .

* The Latin Regiſter of William Molart, prior of Canterbury,

in manuſcript, pap . -88. entitled , Liberatio generalis Domini

« Gulielmi Prioris Ecclefiæ Chriſti Cantuarienfis, erga Faſtum

Natalis Domini 1429,' informs us, that, in the year 1429 , due

riog the minority of this prince, a reſpectable lodge was held at

Canterbury,
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volence in an arbitrary ſet of men, lodges were

formed in different parts of the kingdom ; and

tranquillity and felicity reigned among the fra

ternity

• As the attempt of parliament to ſuppreſs the

lodges and communications of maſons renders

the tranſactions of this period worthy attention ,

it may not be improper to ſtate the circum

ſtances which are ſuppoſed to have given riſe to

this harſh edict.

The duke of Bedford , at that time regent of

the kingdom, being in France, the regal power

was veſted in his brother Humphrey, duke of

Glouceſter * , who was ſtyled protector and guar

dian of the kingdom. The care of the young

king's perſon and education was entruſted to

Henry Beaufort, biſhop of Wincheſter, the

Maſter ;

Canterbury, under the patronage of Henry Chicheley, the arch .

biſhop ; at which were preſent Thomas Stapylton,

John Morris, cuſtos de la lodge lathomorum , or warden of the

lodge of maſons ; with fifteen fellow - crafts, and three entered ap

prentices, all of whom are particularly named.

men.

* This prince is ſaid to have received a more learned education

than was uſual in his age, to have founded one of the firſt public

libraries in England, and to have been a great patron of learned

If the records of the ſociety may be relied on, we have

reaſon to believe, that he was particularly attached to the maſons,

having been admitted into their Order, and affifted at the initia .

tion of king Henry in 1442 .

duke's
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duke's uncle . The biſhop was a prelate of great

capacity and experience, but of an intriguing

and dangerous character. As he aſpired to the

fole government of affairs, he had continual dif

putes with his nephew the protector, and gained

frequent advantages over the vehement and im

politic temper of that prince. Inveſted with

power, he ſoon began to fhew his pride and

haughtineſs, and wanted not followers and

agents, who were buſy to augment his in

fluencet.

The

+ In a parliament held at Weſtminſter on the 17th of No

vember 1423 , to anſwer a particular end, it was ordained , " That

• if any perſon , committed for grand or petty treaſon , ſhould

• wilfully break out of priſon, and eſcape from the ſame, it ſhould

• be deemed petty treaſon , and his goods be forfeitet *. ' About

this time, one William King, of Womolton in Yu (fire, fer

vant to fir Robert Scott, lieutenant of the Tower, pretended , that

he had been offered by fir John Mortimer, (coufin to the lately

deceaſed Edward Mortimer, earl of March , the neareſt in blood

to the Engliſh crown , and then a priſoner in the Tower,) ten pounds

to buy him clothes, with forty pounds a year, and to be made an

carl , if he would affiit Mortimer in making his eſcape ; that

Mortimer ſaid, he would raiſe 40,000 men on his enlargement,

and would Itrike off the beads of the rich biſhop of Wincheſter,

the duke of Glouceſter, and others. This fellow undertook to

prove upon oath the truth of his aſſertion . A fort time after,

a ſcheme was formed to cut off Mortimer, and an opportunity

soun offered to carry it into execution . Mortimer being per .

mitted one day to walk to the Tower wharf, was ſuddenly pur

* Wolfe's Chronicle, publiſhed by Stowe.

ſued ,
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The animoſity between the uncle and nephew

daily increaſed, and the authority of parliament,

at length, was obliged to interpoſe. On the laſt

day of April, 1425 , the parliament met at Weſt

minſter. The ſervants and followers of the

peers coming thither, armed with clubs and

ſtaves, occaſioned its being named THE BATT

PARLIAMENT. Several laws were made, and,

among the reſt, the act for aboliſhing the fo

ciety of maſons * ; at leaſt, for preventing their

aſſemblies and congregations. Their meetings

being

3

ſued , ſeized, brought back, accuſed of breaking out of priſon, and

of attempting his eſcape . He was tried , and the evidence of

King being admitted, was convicted, agreeably to the late ftatute,

and afterwards beheaded .

The death of Mortimer occafioned great murmuring and difa

content among the people, and threatened a ſpeedy ſubverſion of

thoſe in power . Many hints were thrown out, both in public

and private aſſemblies, of the fatal conſequences which were ex.

pected to ſucceed this commotion . The amazing progreſs it

made, juftly alarmed the ſuſpicions of the ambitious prelate, who

ſpared no pains to exert his power on the occaſion .

* Dr. Anderſon , in the firſt edition of the Book of Conſtitu

tions, in a note , makes the following obſervation on this act :

“ This act was made in ignorant times, when true learning

was a crime, and geometry condemned for conjuration ; but it

6 cannot derogate from the honour of the ancient fraternity, who,

. to be ſure, would never encourage any ſuch confederacy of their

. working brethren. By tradition , it is believed , that the parlia .

s ment were then too much influenced by the illiterate ciergy,

6 who
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being ſecret, they attracted the attention of the

aſpiring prelat8,"who determined to ſuppreſs

them * .

The

who were not accepted maſons, nor underſtood architecture, (as

the clergy of ſome former ages,) and were generally thought

unworthy of this brotherhood . Thinking they had an inde

feaſible right to know all ſecrets, by virtue of auricular con

feffion , and the maſons never confefſing any thing thereof, the

6 ſaid clergy were highly offended , and at firſt fufpecting them of

wickedneſs, repreſented them as dangerous to the ſtate during

i that minority, and ſoon influenced the parliament to lay hold

of ſuch ſuppoſed arguments of the working maſons, for making

6 an act that might ſeem to reflect diſhonour upon even the whole

• fraternity , in whoſe favour ſeveral acts had been before and

6 after that period made. '

* The biſhop was diverted from his perſecution of the maſons,

by an affair in which he was more nearly concerned . On the

morning of St. Simon and Jude's, day, after the lord mayor of

London had returned to the city from Weſtminſter, wbere he had

been taking the uſual charges of his high office , he received a

ſpecial meſſage, while ſeated at dinner, from the duke of Giou .

ceſter, requiring his immediate attendance . He immediately re .

paired to the palace, and being introduced into the preſence, the

duke commanded his lordſhip to ſee that the city was properly

watched the following night, as he expected his uncle would

endeavour to make himſelf maſter of it by force , unleſs ſome

effectual means were adopted to ſtop his progreſs. This command

was ftrictly obeyed ; and, at nine o'clock the next morning, the

bishop of Wincheſter, with his ſervants and followers, attempting

to enter the city by the bridge , were prevented by the vigilance

of the citizens, who repelled them by force . This unexpected

repulſe enraged the haughty prelate, who immediately collected a

numerous body of archers and other men at arms, and commanded

them

24

$
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The ſovereignauthority, however being veſted

in the duke of Glouceſter, a protector of the

realm, the execution of the laws, and all that re

lated

1

them to aſſault the gate with ſhot. The citizens directly ſhut up

their ſhops, and crowded to the bridge in great numbers, when a

general maſſacre would certainly have enſued, had it not beenfor

the timely interpofition , and prudent adminiſtration , of the mayor

and aldermen , who happily ſtopt all violent meaſures, and prevented

a great effufion of blood .

The archbiſhop of Canterbury , and Peter, duke of Coimbra,

eldeſt ſon of the king of Portugal, with ſeveral others, endea

voured to appeaſe the fury of the two contending parties, and , if

poflible, to bring about a reconciliation between them ; but all ta

no purpoſe, neither party would yield . They rode eight or ten

times backward and forward, uſing every ſcheme they could

deviſe to prevent further extremities ; ' at laft they ſucceeded

in their mediation, and brought the parties to a conformity ;

when it was ag:eed, that all hoſtile proceedings ſhould drop on

both ſides, and the matter be referred to the award of the duke

of Bedford ; on which peace was reſtored , and the city remained

in quiet.

The biſhop loft no time in tranſmitting his caſe to the duke of

Bedford ; and in order to glofs it over with the beſt colours, he

wrote the following letter :

• Right high and mighty.prince, and my right noble, and

6 after one leiueft [ earthly ] lord ; I recommend me unto your

grace with all my heart. And as you deſire the we:fare of the

• king our ſovereign lord , and of his realms of England and

France, your own weal [ health ] with all yours, halte you

• hither : For by my troth , if you tarry long, we fall put this

• land in jepardy ( adventure ] with a field , ſuch a brother you

have here ; God make him a good man . For your wiſdom

K ( well
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related to the civil magiftrate, centered in him :

a fortunate circumſtance for the maſons at this

critical juncture. The duke, knowing them

to be innocent of the accuſations which the

biſhop

• well knoweth that the profit of France Atandeth in the welfare

of England, &c. The bleſſed 'Trinity keep you . Written in

great hafte at London, on All -hallowen -even , the 3ift of O & o

.ber, 1425 .

• By your ſervant, to my lives end ,

• HENRY, WINCĦESTIR ,'

This letter had the deſired effect, and haftened the return of

the duke of Bedford to London , where he arrived on the noch

of January, 1425-6 . On the 21ft of February he held a great

Council at St. Albans, adjourned it to the 15th of March at Nor

thampton , and to the 25th of June at Leiceſter. Batts and

Staves being now prohibited , the followers of the members of

parliament attended with ſtones in a ſling, and plummets of lead .

The duke of Bedford employed the authority of parliament to

reconcile the differences which had broke out between his bro

ther and the biſhop of Wincheſter ; and obliged theſe rivals to

promiſe before that aſſembly , that they would bury all quarrels

In oblivion . Thus the long wiſhed -for peace between theſe two

great perſonages was , to all appearance , accompliſhed .

During the diſcuſſion of this matter before parliament, the duke

of Glouceſter exhibited the following charge, among five others,

againſt the biſhop of Wincheſter : " That he had , in his letter to

• the duke of Bedford at France, plainly declared his malicious

* purpoſe of aſſembling the people, and stirring up a rebellion in

the nation, contrary to the king's peace. '

The biſhop's anſwer to this accuſation was, " That he never

had any intention to diſturb the peace of the nation , or raiſe

. a rebellion ; but that he ſent to the duke of Bedford, to folicit

• his
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biſhop of Wincheſter had laid againſt them ,

took them under his protection, and transferred

the charge of rebellion , fedition , and treaſon ,

from them , to the biſhop and his followers ; who,

he aſſerted, were the firft violators of the public

peace , and the moſt rigorous promoters of civil

diſcord .

The biſhop was ſenſible that his conduct could

not be juſtified by the laws of the land ; he

s

his ſpeedy return to England, to ſettle all thoſe differences

which were ſo prejudicial to the peace of the kingdom : That

• though he had indeed written in the letter, That if he tarried , we

fhould put the land in adventure by a field ,ſuch a brother you have

• bere ; he did not mean it of any deſign of his own, but con.

cerning the ſeditious aſſemblies ofmaſons, carpenters, tylers, and

plaiſterers ; who, being diftafted by the late act of parliament

« againſt the exceſſive wages of thoſe trades, had given out many

« ſeditious ſpeeches and menaces againſt certain great men, which

( tended much to rebellion * : That the duke of Glouceſter did

not uſe his endeavour, as he ought to have done in his place,

to ſuppreſs ſuch unlawful aſemblies ; ſo that he feared the

king, and his good ſubjects, muſt have made a field to withſtand

them ; to prevent which, he chiefly deſired the duke of Bedford

sto come over. '

As the maſons are unjuſtly ſuſpected of having given riſe to

the abuve civil commotions, I thought it neceſſary to inſert the

foregoing particulars, in order to clear them from this falle

charge. Moſt of the circumſtances here mentioned, are extracted

from Wolfe's Chronicle publiſhed by Stowe .

* The above particulars are extracted from one of Elias Alh .

mole's MSS . on the ſubject of Free-maſonry.

therefore

s

K 2F
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therefore prevailed on the king, through the

interceffion of the parliament, whoſe favour his

riches had obtained, to grant letters of pardon

for all offences committed by him , contrary to

the ſtatute of proviſors, and other acts of præ-.

munire ; and five years afterward, he procured

another pardon, under the great ſeal, for all

crimes whatever, from the creation of the world

to the 26th of July 1437

Notwithſtanding theſe precautions of the car

dinal, the duke of Glouceſter drew up , in 1442 ,

freſh articles of impeachment againſt him, and

preſented them in perſon to the king ; earneſtly

intreating that judgment might be paſſed upon

him, according to his crimes. The king referred

the matter to his council, at that time compoſed

principally of eccleſiaſtics, who extended their

favour to the cardinal, and made ſuch a flow

progreſs in the buſineſs, that the duke, wearied

out with their tedious delays and fraudulent

évaſions, dropt the proſecution , and the cardi

nal eſcaped .

Nothing could now remove the inveteracy of

the cardinal againſt the duke ; he reſolved to de

' ftroy a man whoſe popularity might become

dangerous, and whoſe reſentment he had

reaſon to dread . The duke having always

proved a ſtrenuous friend to the public, and, by

the

Ź
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the authority of his birth and tation, having

hitherto prevented abſolute power from being

veſted in the king's perſon, Wincheſter was en

abled to gain many partiſans, who were eaſily

brought to concur in the ruin of the prince *.

To accompliſh this purpoſe, the biſhop and

his party concerted a plan to murder the duke.

A parliament being ſummoned to meet at St.

Edmondſbury in 1447, there they expected he

would lie entirely at their mercy. Accordingly

he no ſooner appeared , on the ſecond day of the

ſeſſions, than he was accuſed of treaſon , and

thrown into priſon ; where he was found, the

* The biſhop planned the following ſcheme at this time to

irritate the duke of Glouceſter : His ducheſs, the daughter of

Reginald lord Cobham , had been accuſed of the crime of witch

Graft, and it was pretended that a waxen figure of the king was

found in her poffeffion ; - which he, and her aſſociates, Sir Roger

Bolingbroke, a prieſt, and one Margery Jordan of Eye, melted in

a magical manner before a flow fire, with an intention of making

Henry's force and vigour waſte away by like inſenſible degrees.

The accuſation was well calculated to affect the weak and credu.

lous mind of the king , and gain belief in an ignorant age . The

ducheſs was brought to trial , with her confederates, and the pri

ſoners were pronounced guilty : the ducheſs was condemned to do

public penance in London for three days, and to ſuffer perpetual

impriſonment; the others were executed.

The protector, provoked at ſuch repeated inſults offered to his

ducheſs, made a noble and ſtout reſiſtance to theſe moſt abomi.

Dable and ſhameful proceedings, but it unfortunately ended in his

own deſtruction .

K 3 next
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next day, cruelly murdered . It was pretended

that his death was natural; but though his body,

which was expoſed to public view , bore no

marks of outward injury, there was little doubt

of his having fallen a facrifice to the vengeance

of his enemies . After this dreadful cataſtrophe,

five of his ſervants were tried for aiding him in

his treaſons, and condemned to be hanged,

drawn, and quartered. They were hanged ac

cordingly, cut down alive, ſtripped naked, and

marked with a knife to be quartered ; when the

marquis of Suffolk , through a mean and pitiful

affectation of popularity, produced their pardon,

and ſaved their lives ; the moſt barbarous kind

of
mercy that can poſlibly be imagined !

The duke of Glouceſter's death was univer

ſally lamented throughout the kingdom . He

had long obtained, and deſerved, the firname of

GOOD . He was a lover of his country, the friend

of good men, the protector of maſons, the pa

tron of the learned , and the encourager of every

uſeful art. His inveterate perfecutor, the hypo

critical biſhop, ftung with remorſe, ſcarcely fur

vived him two months ; when , after a long life

ſpent in falſehood and politics, he ſunk into ob

"livion , and ended his days in miſery

After

* The wickedneſs of the cardinal's life, and his mean , baſc,

and unmanly death, will ever be a bar againſt any vindication of

his
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After the death of the cardinal, the maſons

continued to hold their lodges without danger

of interruption . Henry eſtabliſhed various ſeats

of erudition , which he enriched with ample en

dowments, and diſtinguiſhed by peculiar immu

nities ; thus inviting his ſubjects to riſe above

ignorance and barbariſm , and reform their tur

bulent and licentious manners. In 1442, he

was initiated into maſonry, and , from that time,

{pared no pains to obtain a complete knowledge

of the Art. He peruſed the ancient charges,

reviſed the conſtitutions, and, with the con
1

1

1
BE

his memory , for the good which he did while alive, or which the

money he had amaſſed could do after his death . When in his lait

moments, he was heard to utter theſe mean expreſſions : " Why

! ſhould I die, whoam pofſefled of ſo much wealth ? If the whole

kingdom could fave my life, I am able by my policy to preſerve

• it, or by my money to purchaſe it. Will not death be bribed ,

i and money do every thing ?' The inimitable Shakeſpeare,

after giving a moſt horrible picture of deſpair, and a tortured con .

ſcience, in the perſon of the cardinal, introduces king Henry to

him with theſe ſharp and piercing words :

• Lord Cardinal, if thou think it on heaven's bliſs,

• Lift up thy hand, make fignal of that hope .'

He dies, and makes no ſign .

Hen. VI. A 3.30

The memory of the wicked ſhall rot, but the unjuſtly perfecuted

6 shall be had in everlaſting remembrance .'

K4 ſent
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fent of his council, honoured them with his

fanction *.

Encouraged by the example of the fovereign,

and allured by an ambition to excel, many lords

and gentlemen of the court were received into

maſonry, and purſued the Art with diligence

and aſſiduityt. The king in perſon preſided

over

* A record in the reign of Edward IV . ruins thus : « The core

pany of maſons, being otherwiſe termed free -maſons, of auntient

• ſtaunding and good reckoninge, by means of affable and kind

meetyngs dyvenſe tymes, and as a lovinge brotherhode uſe to

• doe, did frequent this mutual aſſembly in the tyme of Henry VI.

• in the twelfth yeare of his moft gracious reign, A. D. 1434.'

The ſame record fays farther, “ That the charges and laws of the

* free-mafons have been ſeen and peruſed by our late foveraign

king Henry VI. and by the lords of his moſt honourable coun.

cil, who have allowed them , and declared, That they be right

*good and reaſonable to be bolden, as they have been drawn out

and collected from the records of auntient týmes,' &c. & c .

From this it appears, that before the troubles which happened

in the reign of this unfortunate prince, frec-mafons were held in

high eſtimation .

+ While theſe tranſactions were carrying on in England, the

maſons were countenanced and protected in Scotland by, king

James 1 . After his return from captivity , he became the patron

of the learned , and a zealous encourager of maſonry. The

Scottiſh records relate, that he honoured the lodges with his royal

preſence ; that he ſettled a yearly revenue of four pounds Scots,

(an Engliſh noble,), to be paid by every maſter -maſon in Scotland,

to a Grand Maſter, choſen by the Grand Lodge, and approved by

the crown, one nobly born, or an eminent clergyman , who had

his
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over the lodges, and nominated William Wane

fleet, biſhop of Wincheſter, Grand Maſter ; who

built at his own expence Magdalene college ,

Oxford , and ſeveral pious houſes. Eton col

lege, near Windfor, and King's college, Cam

bridge, were founded in this reign, and finiſhed

under the direction of Wanefleet. Henry alſo

founded Chriſt's college, Cambridge ; and his

queen, Margaret of Anjou, Queen's college, in

the ſame univerſity. In ſhort, during the life

of this prince , the arts flouriſhed , and many

ſagacious ſtateſmen , conſummate orators , and

admired writers, were ſupported by royal mu

nificence.

&

his deputies in cities and counties, and every new brother at en

trance paid him alſo a fee . His office empowered him to regulate

in the fraternity what ſhould not come under the cognizance of

law - courts . To him appealed both maſon and lord , or the builder

and founder, when at variance , in order to prevent law -pleas ;

and, in his abſence, they appealed to his Deputy or Grand War

den , that reſided next to the premiſes.

-
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SECT. IV .

2

Hiſtory of Maſonry in the South of Englandfrom

1471 to 1567.

MA
ASONRY continued to flouriſh in England

till the peace of the kingdom was inter

rupted by the civil wars between the two royal

houſes of York and Lancaſter ; during which it

fell into an almoſt total neglect, that continued

till 1471, when it again revived under the au

fpices of Richard Beauchamp, biſhop of Sarum ;

who had been appointed Grand Maſter by Ed

ward IV . and had been honoured with the title

of chancellor of the garter, for repairing the

caſtle and chapel of Windſor.

During the ſhort reigns of Edward V. and

Richard III. maſonry was on the decline ; but

on the acceſſion of Henry VII. A. D. 1485, it

roſe again into eſteem , under the patronage of

the Maſter and fellows of the order of St. John

at Rhodes, (now Malta ,) who affembled their

grand lodge in 1500, and choſe Henry their

protector. Under the royal auſpices, the fra

ternity once more revived their aſſemblies, and

maſonry reſumed its priſtine {plendor.

On the 24th of June 1502, a lodge of maſters

was formed in the palace, at which the king pre

fded in perfon as Grand Maſter ; and having ap

2 pointed
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pointed John Ilip , abbot of Weſtminſter, and

fir Reginald Bray, knight of the garter, hís war

dens for the occafion , proceeded in ample form

to the eaſt end of Weſtminſter Abbey, where

he laid the foundation ſtone of that rich maſter

piece of Gothic architecture, known by the name

ofHenry the ſeventh's chapel. This chapel isfup

ported by fourteen Gothic buttreſſes, all beauti

fully ornamented, and projecting from the build

ing in different angles ; it is enlightened by a

double range of windows, which throw the light

into ſuch a happy difpofition , as at once to pleaſe

the eye, and afford a kind of ſolemn gloom .

Theſe buttreſſes extend to the roof, and are

made to ſtrengthen it, by being crowned with

Gothic arches. The entrance is from the eaſt

end of the abbey, by a flight of black marble

ſteps, under a noble arch , leading to the body

of the chapel. The gates are of braſs. The

ftalls on each ſide are of oak, as are alfo the

feats , and the pavement is black and white

marble . The capeftone of this building was

celebrated in 1507.

Under the direction of fir Reginald Bray, the

palace of Richmond was afterward built, and

many other ſtately works, Brazen -nofe college

Oxford, and Jefus and St. John's colleges, Cam

bridge, were all finiſhed in this reign.

K 6
Henry$
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Henry VIII. ſucceeded his father in 15099

and appointed cardinal Wolfey, Grand Maſter:

This prelate built Hampton court, Whitehall,

Chriſt church college, Oxford, and ſeveral

other noble edifices ; all of which, upon his diſ.

grace , were forfeited to the crown, A.D. 1530 .

Thomas Cromwell, earl of Effex, ſucceeded the

cardinal in the office of Grand Maſter ; and em

ployed the fraternity in building St. James's

palace, Chriſt's hoſpital, and Greenwich caſtle,

In 1534, the king and parliament threw off alle

giance to the pope of Rome, and the king being

declared ſupreme head of the church, no leſs

than 926 pious houſes were ſuppreſſed ; many

of which were afterwards converted into ſtately

manſions for the nobility and gentry. Under

the direction of John Touchet lord Audley,

who, on Cromwell's being beheaded in 1540,

had fucceeded to the office of Grand Maſter,

the fraternity were employed in building Mag

dalene college, Cambridge, and ſeveral other

ſtructures .

Edward VI. a minor, ſucceeded to the throne

in 1547, and his guardian and regent, Edward

Seymour, duke of Somerſet, undertook the ma

nagement of the maſons, and built Somerſet

houſe in the Strand ; which, on his being be

headed , was forfeited to the crown in 1552

John

1
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John Poynet, biſhop of Wincheſter, then' be

came the patron of the fraternity, and preſided

over the lodges till the death of the king in 1553.

Themaſons thenremained without anynominal

patron till the reign of Elizabeth, when fir Tho

mas Sackville accepted the office of Grand Mafa

ter. Lodges had been held, however, during this

period, in different parts of England ; but the

General or Grand Lodge appears to have been

aſſembled in the city of York, where, it is ſaid , the

fraternity were numerousand reſpectable.

The following circumſtance is recorded of

Elizabeth : Hearing that the maſons were in poſ

feffion of ſecrets which they would not reveal, and

being jealous of all ſecret afſemblies, ſhe fent an

armed force to York , with intent to break up

their annual grand lodge . This deſign , how ,

ever, was happily fruſtrated by the interpofition

of fir Thomas Sackville ; who took care to inió

tiate fome of the chief officers which ſhe had

fent on this duty. They joined in communica

cation with the maſons, and made fo favourable

a report to the queen on their return , that ſhe

countermanded her orders, and never after

wards attempted to diſturb the meetings of the

fraternity,

&

3

1

* This confirms the obſervations in a former Note on the cam

istence of the Grand Lodge at York , p. 175 & leg.

Sir

3
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Sir Thomas Sackville held the office of Grand

Mafter till 1567, when he reſigned in favour of

Francis Ruſſel, earl of Bedford, and fir Thomas

Greſhamt, an eminent merchant, diſtinguiſhed

by

1

+ Sir Thomas Greſham propoſed to erect a building, at his owa

expence, in the city of London , for the ſervice of commerce, if

the citizens would purchaſe a proper ſpot for that purpoſe. His

propoſal being accepted , and ſome houſes between Cornhill and

Threadneedle ſtreet, which had been purchaſed on that account,

having been pulled down, on the 7th of June 1566 , the founda.

tion ſtone of the intended building was laid . The work was car.

ried on with ſuch expedition , that the whole was finished in No.

vember 1567. The plan of this edifice was formed upon that of

the Exchange at Antwerp, being, like it, an oblong ſquare, with a

portico, ſupported by pillars of marble, ten on the north and ſouth

fides, and ſeven on the eaſt and welt ; under which stood the ſhops,

each feven feet and a half long, and five feet broad ; in all 120 ;

twenty - five on each ſide eaſt and weſt, thirty - four_and a half

north , and thirty - five and a half fouth , each of which paid for

Thomas 4l. 1os . a year ' on an average . There were likewiſe

other ſhops fitted up at firſt in the vaults below , but the damp

neſs and darkneſs rendered them ſo inconvenient, that the vaults

were ſoon let out to other uſes . Upon the roof ſtood , at each cor .

ner, upon a pedeſtal, a graſs -hopper, which was the creſt of

for Thomas's Arms. This edifice, on its being firſt erected , was

called ſimply, the Bourfe ; but on the 23d of January 1570, the

queen , attended by a great number of her nobles, came from her

palace of Somerſet houſe in the Strand, and paſſing through

Threadneedle- Atreet, dined with fir Thomas at his houſe in

Biſhopſgate-ſtreet ; and after dinner her majeſty returned through

Cornhill, entered the Bourſe on the ſouth ſide, and having viewed

every part of the building, particularly the galiery which extended

wound the whole structure, and which was furniſhed with ſhops

filled
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by his abilities, and great ſucceſs in trade. To

the former, the care of the brethren in the

northern part of the kingdom was affigned , while

the latter was appointed to ſuperintend the meet .

ings in the ſouth , where the fociety had confi

derably increaſed, in confequence of the honour .

able report which had been made to the queen.

Notwithſtanding this new appointment of a

Grand Maſter for the ſouth , the General Ar

fembly continued to meet in the city of York

as heretofore, where all the records were kept ;

and to this aſſembly , appeals were made on every

important occaſion.

SECT. V.

Progreſs of Maſonry in the South of England from

the Reign of Elizabeth to the Fire of London in

1666 .

THE queen being aſſured that the fraternity

were compoſed of ſkilful architects, and

lovers of the Arts, and that ſtate affairs , were

points in which they never interfered , was per

.

.

filled with all ſorts of the fineſt wares in the city, the cauſed the

edifice to be proclaimed , in her preſence, by a herald and trompet,

The Royal Exchange ; and on this occafion , it is ſaid , fir Tho .

mas appeared publicly in the character of Grand Maſter . The

original building ſtood till the fire of London in 1666, when it

perished amidf the general haroc, and was reſtored to its preſent

magnificence.

fectly
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fectly reconciled to their' aſſemblies, and ma

ſonry made a conſiderable progreſs at this

period. During her reign, lodges were held in

different places of the kingdom, particularly in

London , and its environs, where the brethren

increaſed conſiderably. Several great works

were carried on there, under the auſpices of ſiç

Thomas Greſham , from whom the fraternity

received every encouragement.

Charles Howard, earl of Effingham , ſucceeded

ſir Thomas in the office of Grand Maſter, and

continued to preſide over the lodges in the ſouth

till the year 1588, when George Haſtings, eart

of Huntingdon , was chofen , who remained in

that office till the death of the queen in 1603 .

On the demiſe of Elizabeth, the crowns of

England and Scotland were united in her fuc

ceffor James VI. of Scotland, who was pro

claimed king of England, Scotland, and Ire

land, on the 25th of March 1603. At this

period, maſonry flouriſhed in both kingdoms,

and lodges were convened under the royal

patronage. Several gentlemen of fine taſte re

turned from their travels, full of laudable emu ,

lation to revive the old Roman and Grecian

maſonry. Theſe ingenious travellers brought

home fragments of old columns, curious draw .

ings, and books of architecture. Amongthe

Bumber
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number was the celebrated Inigo Jones, fon of

Inigo Jones, a citizen of London , who was put

apprentice to a joiner, and had a natural taſte

for the art of deſigning. He was firſt renowned

for his ſkill in landſcape painting, and was pa

tronized by the learned William Herbert, after

ward earl of Pembroke. He inade the tour

of Italy at his lordſhip’s expence, where he im

proved under ſome of the beſt diſciples of the

famous Andrea Palladio. On his return to

England, he laid aſide the pencil, and confined

his ſtudy to architecture. He became the Vi

truvius of Britain , and the rival of Palladio.

This celebrated artiſt was appointed general

ſurveyor to king James I. under whoſe auſpices

the ſcience of maſonry flouriſhed . He was

nominated Grand Maſter of England ", and was

deputized by his ſovereign to preſide over the

lodges. During his adminiſtration , ſeveral

learned men were initiated into maſonry, and

the ſociety conſiderably increaſed in reputation

and conſequence. Ingenious artiſts daily re

ſorted to England, where they met with great

* TheGrand Maſter of the North ,bears the title of Grand

Mafter of all England, which may probably have been occafioned

by the title of GrandMafter of England having been at thistime

conferred on Inigo Jones, and which title the Grand Maſters in

the South bear to this day..

encourage
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encouragement. Lodges were conftituted as

ſeminaries of inſtruction in the ſciences and ро

lite arts, after the model of the Italian ſchools ;

the communications of the fraternity were efta

bliſhed, and the annual feſtivals regularly ob

ſerved.

Many curious and magnificent ſtructures were

finiſhed under the direction of this accompliſhed

architect; and, among the reſt, he was employed,

by command of the ſovereign, to plan a new

palace at Whitehall, worthy the reſidence of the

kings of England . This he accordingly exe

cuted ; but for want of a parliamentary fund,

no more of the plan than the prefent Banquet

ing-houſe was ever finihed. in 1607, the foun

dation ſtone of this elegant piece of true

maſonry was laid by king James, in prefence of

Grand Maſter Jones, and his wardens, William

Herbert earl of Pembroke, and Nicholas Stone

eſq. maſter-maſon of England, who were at

ended by many brothers, clothed in form , and

other eminent perſons, invited on the occaſion .

The ceremony wasconducted with the greateſt

pomp and ſplendor, and a purſe of broad pieces

of gold laid upon the ſtone, to enable the maſons

to regale. This building is ſaid to contain the

fineſt ſingle room of its extent ſince the days of

Auguſtus, andwas intended for the reception of

ambaffi
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ambaſſadors, and other audiences of ſtate. The

whole is a regular and ſtately building, of three

ſtories ; the loweſt has a ruſtic wall, with ſmall

ſquare windows, and by its ſtrength happily

ferves as a bafis for the orders. Upon this is

raiſed the Ionic, with columns and pilaſters ;

and between the columns, are well- proportioned

windows, with arched and pointed pediments :

over theſe, is placed the proper entablature : on

which is raiſed a ſecond ſeries of the Corin

thian order, conſiſting of columns and pilaſters,

like the other, column being placed over column,

and pilaſter over pilaſter. From the capitals

are carried feftoons, which meet with mafks,

and other ornaments, in the middle. This fe

ries is alſo crowned with its proper entablature ,

on which is raiſed the baluſtrade, with attic pe

deftals between , which crown the work . : The

whole is finely proportioned , and happily exe

cuted . The projection of the columns from the

wall, has a fine effect in the entablatures ; which

being brought forward in the ſame proportion,

yields that happy diverſity of light and ſhade

fo effential to true architecture. The intemal

decorations are alſo ſtriking. The cieling of

the grand room , in particular, which is now uſed

as à chapel, is richly painted by the celebrated

fir Peter Paul Rubens, who was ambaſſador

in

2

#
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in England in the time of Charles I. The ſub

ject is, the entrance, inauguration, and corona

tion of king James, repreſented by pagan em

blems; and it is juſtly eſteemed one of the moſt

capital performances of this eminent maſter. It

has been pronounced one of the fineſt cielings

in the world.

Inigo Jones continued in the office of Grand

Maſter till the year 1618, when he was ſucceeded

by the earl of Pembroke ; under whoſe auſpices

many eminent, wealthy, and learned men were

initiated , and the myſteries of the Order held

in high eſtimation .

On the death of king James in 1625 , Charles

aſcended the throne. The earl of Pembroke

preſided over the fraternity till 1630, when he

reſigned in favour of Henry Danvers, earl of

Danby , who was ſucceeded in 1633 by Thomas

Howard, earl of Arundel, the progenitor of the

Norfolk family. In 1635 , Francis Ruffel, earl

of Bedford, accepted the government of the ſo

ciety ; but Inigo Jones having, with indefatiga

ble aſſiduity, continued to patronize the lodges

during his lordſhip's adminiſtration, he was re

elected the following year, and continued in of

fice till his death in 1646 *.

The

102

V

That ' lodges continued regularly to aſſemble at this time,

appears from the Diary of the learned antiquary, Elias Alhmole,

wherg
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The taſte of this celebrated architect was dir .

played in many curious and elegant ſtructures, ,

both in London and the country ; particularly in

deſigning the magnificent row of Great Queen

Itreet,

6

where he ſays : 1 was made a free -maſon at Warrington, Lan

6 caſhire, with Colonel Henry Mainwaring, of Kerthingham , in

« Cheſhire, by Mr. Richard Penket the Warden , and the fellow .'

crafts, ( all of whom are ſpecified ,) on 16th October 1646. ' In

another place of his Diary he ſays : « On March the 10th, 1632,

about 5 hor . post merid . I received a ſummons ' to appear at

• lodge, to be held the next day at Maſons' Hall in London . -

• March 11 , Accordingly I went, and about noon were admitted

• into the fellowſhip of free -maſons, Sir Willi :m Wilſon knt.

• Capt. Richard Borthwick , Mr. William Woodman , Mr. Wil.

• liam Gray , Mr. Samuel Tayiour, and Mr. William Wiſe.

I was the ſenior fellow among them, it being thirty - five years

ſince I was admitted. There were preſent, beſide myſelf, the

fellows after -named ; Mr. Thomas Wiſe , maſter of the maſons'

company this preſent year, Mr. Thomas Shorthoſe, and 7 more

old free -maſons. We all dined at the Half-moon tavern ,

• Cheapfide, at a noble dinner prepared at the charge of the new

accepted maſons. '

An old record of the Society deſcribes a coat of arms much

the fame with that of the London company of freemen maſons ;

whence it is generally believed that this company is a branch of

that ancient fraternity ; and in former times, no man, it alſo

appears , was made free of that compaoy, until he was initiated

in fome lodge of free and accepted maſons, as a neceſſary quali

fication . This practice ftill prevails in Scotland among the ope

rative maſons.

The writer of Mr. Afhmole’s life, who was not a maron , be

fore his Hiſtory of Berkſhire , p. 6. gives the following account

of maſonry :

6

a He
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ſtreet, and the weſt ſide of Lincoln's Inn Fields,

with Lindſey -houſe in the centre ; the late Chi

rurgeon's-hall and theatre, now Barber's-hall,

in Monkwell - ſtreet ; Shafteſbury- houſe, late the

London lying - in hoſpital for married women ,

in

« He ( Mr. Afhmole) was elected a brother of the company of

& free -maſons ; a favour eſteemed ſo fingular by the members ,

** that kings themſelves have not diſdained to enter themſelves

er of this Society. From theſe are derived the adopted maſons ,

« accepted maſons, or free -maſons ; who are known to one ano .

6 ther. all over the world, by certain fignals and watcb -words

« known to them alone. They have ſeveral lodges in different

o countries for their reception ; and when any of them fall into

« decay, the brotherhood is to relieve them . The manner of

( their adoption or admiſſion is very formal and ſolemn, and

66 with the adminiftration of an oath of ſecrecy, which has had

* better fate than all other oaths, and has ever been moſt reli .

« giouſly obſerved ; nor has the world been yet able, by the inad .

6 vertency , ſurpriſe, or folly of any of its members, to dive into

« this myſtery, or make the leaſt diſcovery . "

In ſome of Mr. Aſhmole’s manuſcripts, there are many va.

luable collections relating to the hiſtory of the free -maſons, as may

be gathered from the letters of Dr. Knipe of Chriſt- church , Ox

ford, to the publiſher of Athmole’s Life ; the following extracts

from which will authenticate and illuſtrate many facts in this

hiſtory :

" As to the ancient Society of free -maſons, concerning whom

you are deſirous, of knowing what may be known with cer.

“ tainty , I ſhall only tell yon, that if our worthy brother E. Alh .

« mole eſq. had executed his intended deſign , our fraternity had

“ been as much obliged to him as the brethren of the moſt noble

« Order of the Garter . I would not have you ſurpriſed at this

“ expreſſion , or think it at all too affuming: The Sovereigns of

" that
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in Alderſgate -ſtreet; Bedford -houſe in Bloomf

bury -ſquare ; Berkley -houſe, Piccadilly, lately

burnt, and rebuilt, now in the poſſeſſion of

the duke of Devonſhire ; and York-ſtairs , at

Thames, &c. Beſide theſe, he deſigned Gun

nerſburyin

" that Order have not diſdained our fellowſhip , and there have

“ been times when Emperors were alſo free -mafons. What

« from Mr. Aſhmole's collection I could gather was , that the

" report of our Society taking riſe from a bull granted by the

pope in the reign of Henry VI. to ſome Italian architects, to

" travel over all Europe to erect chapels, was ill- founded. Such

* a bull there was, and thoſe architects were maſonsö But this

« bull, in the opinion of the learned Mr. Aſhmole, was confirme

« ative only, and did not by any means create our fraternity , or

even eſtabliſh them in this kingdom. But as to the time and

manner of that eſtabliſhment, ſomething I ſhall relate from the

« fame collections.

“ St. Alban, the proto -martyr, eſtabliſhed maſonry here, and

" from his time it flouriſhed , more or leſs, according as the

" world went, down to the days of king Athelftane, who, for the

~ ſake of his brother Edwin, granted the mafons a charter,

“ Under our Norman princes they frequently received extraordia

" pary marks of royal favour. There is no doubt to be made, that

" the kill of maſons, which was always tranſcendently great,

even in the moſt barbarous times ; their wonderful kindneſs

" and attachment to each other, how different foever in condi .

" tion ; and their inviolable fidelity in keeping religiouſly their

" ſecrets ; muſt have expoſed them, in ignorant, troubleſome, and

" fuperftitious times, to a vaſt variety of adventures, according to

" the different ſtate of parties, and other alterations in govern

4 ment . By the way, it may be noted , that the maſons were

" always loyal, which expoſed them to great ſeverities when

appearance of juſtice, and thoſe who committed

" treaſon

as

13

power wore the
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nerſbury -houſe near Brentford ; Wilton -houſe

in Wiltſhire ; Caſtle-abbey in Northampton

ſhire ; Stoke-park ; part of the quadrangle at

St. John's, Oxford ; Charlton -houſe, and Cob

ham -hall, in Kent ; Coles -hill in Berkſhire ;

and the Grange, in Hampſhire.

The breaking out of the civil wars obſtructed

the progreſs of maſonry in England for ſome

time. After the Reſtoration , however, it began

to revive under the patronage of Charles II. who

had been received into the Order during his

exile *.

On the 27th December 1663, a general af

ſembly was held, at which Henry Jermyn , earl

of St. Alban's, was elected Grand Maſter ; who

appointed Sir John Denham knt. his deputy, '

and Mr. ( afterwards Sir) Chriſtopher Wrent,

and

.

“ treaſon puniſhed true men as traitors. Thus, in the 3d year

6 of Henry VI , an act paſſed to aboliſh the ſociety of maſons,

« and to hinder, under grievous penalties, the holding chapters,

6 * lodges, or other regular 'affemblies ; yet this act was after-,

« wards ( virtually ) repealed ; and even before that, king Henry

and ſeveral lords of his court, became fellows of the craft.“

* Some lodges in the reign of Charles II . were conſtituted by

leave of the ſeveral noble Grand Maſters, and many gentlemen

and famous ſcholars requeſted at that time to be admitted of the

fraternity.

+ He was the only ſon of Dr. Chriſtopher Wren , dean of

Windſor, and was born in 1632. His genius for arts and

ſciences
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and John Webb his wardens. Several uſeful

regulations * were made at this aſſembly, for the

better

ſciences appeared early . At the age of thirteen, he invented 2

new aitronomical inſtrument, by the name of Pan -organum , and

wrote a treatiſe on the origin of rivers . He invented a new pneu,

matic engine, and a peculiar inſtrument of uſe in gnomonics, to

ſolve this problem, viz . On a known plane, in a known eleva.

* tion, to deſcribe ſuch lines with the expedite turning of run

odles to certain diviſions, as by the ſhadow of the ſtyle may

ſhew the equal hours of the day . ' In 1646 , at the age of
142

he was admitted a gentleman commoner in Wadham college,

Oxon, where he greatly improved under the inſtructions and

friendſhip of Dr. John Wilkins and Dr. Seth Ward, who were

gentlemen of great learning, and afterward promoted by king

Charles II . to the mitre . His other numerous juvenile produce

tions in mathematics , prove han to be a ſcholar of the higheſt

eminence . He affifted Dr. Scarborough in anatomical prepara

tions, and experiments upon the muſcles of the human body ;

whence are dated the firſt introduction of geometrical and me .

chanical ſpeculations in anatomy. He wrote diſcourſes on the

longitude ; on the variations of the magnetical needle ; de re naue

tica veterum ; how to find the velocity of a ſhip in failing ; of the

improvements of gallies ; and how to recover wrecks. Beſide

theſe , he treated on the convenient way of uſing artillery on ſhip ,

board ; how to build on deep water ; how to build a mole into

the ſea, without Puzzolan duſt, or ciſterns ; and of the improve

ment of river navigation , by the joining of rivers . In ſhort,

the works of this excellent genius appear to be rather the united

efforts of a whole century, than the production of one man.

* Amorg other regulations that were made at this aſſembly,

were the following :

" 1. That no perſon, of what degree ſoever, be made or ac

cepted a free -maſon unleſs in a regular lodge, whereof one to

L < be

6
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better government of the lodges, and the greateſt

harmony prevailed among the whole fraternity.

Thomas Savage, earl of Rivers, having fuc

ceeded the earl of St. Alban's in the office of

« be a Maſter or a Warden in that limit or diviſion where ſuch

• lodge is kept , and another to be a craftſman in the trade of

* free -maſonry

62. That no perſon hereafter ſhall be accepted a free -mafon ,

« but ſuch as are of able body, honeſt parentage, good reputation ,

« and an obſerver of the laws of the land .

3. That no perſon hereafter who ſhall be accepted a free

• maſon, ſhall be admitted into any lodge or aſſembly, until he

• has brought a certificate of the time and place of his acceptation

« from the lodge that accepted him, unto the maſter of that limit

• or diviſion where ſuch lodge is kept : And the faid Maſter thall

enrol the ſame in a roll of parchment to be kept for that pur

poſe, and ſhall give an account of all ſuch acceptations at every

general aſſembly.

64. That every perſon who is now a free -maſon, ſhall bring to

+ the Maſter a note of the time of his acceptation, to the end the

• fame may be enrolled in ſuch priority of place as the brother

• deſerves ; and that the whole company and fellows may the bet

• ter know each other .

5. That for the future the ſaid fraternity of free -maſons ſhall

• be regulated and governed by one Grand Maſter, and as many

• Wardens as the ſaid Society ſhall think fit to appoint at every

rannual general aſſembly.

• 6. That no perſon ſhall be accepted , unleſs he be twenty.one

* years old, or more . '

Many of the fraternity's records of this and the preceding reign

were loft at the Revolution ; and not a few were too haftily burnt

in our own times by ſome ſcrupulous brothers, from a fear of

making diſcoveries prejudicial to the intereſts of maſonry .

Grand
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Grand Maſter in June 1666, fir Chriſtopher

Wren was appointed Deputy under his lordſhip,

and diſtinguiſhed himſelf more than any of his

predeceſſors in office, in promoting the pro

ſperity of the few lodges which occaſionally met

at this time* ; particularly the old lodge of St.

Paul's, now the lodge of Antiquity, which he

patronized upwards of 18 years . The honours

which this celebrated character afterwards re

ceived in the ſociety, are evident proofs of the

unfeigned attachment of the fraternity toward

him .

SECT. VI.

The Hiſtory of Maſonry in England froin the Fire

of London t, to the Acceffion of George I.

THE year 1666 afforded a fingular and

awful occaſion for the utmoſt exertion of

mafonic abilities. The city of London, which

had been viſited in the preceding year by the

plague,

* It appears from the records of the Lodge of Antiquity, that

Mr. Wren at this time attended the meetings regularly, and

that, during his preſidency , he preſented to the lodge, three maho'

gany candleſticks, at that time truly valuable, which are ſtill

preſerved, and highly prized, as a memento of the eſteem of the

honorable donor.

+ For many of the particulars contained in this ſection , I am

indebted to Mr. Noorthouck's edition of the Book of Conſtitu

tions,L2
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plague, to whoſe ravages, it is computed, above

100,000 of its inhabitants fell a facrifice * , had

ſcarcely recovered from the alarm of that dread

ful contagion, when a general conflagration re

duced the greateft part of the city within the

walls to aſhes. This dreadful fire broke out

on the 2d of September, at the houſe of a baker

in Pudding-lane, a wooden building, pitched on

the outſide, as were alſo all the reſt of the houſes

in that narrow lane. The houſe being filled

with faggots and bruſh -wood , ſoon added to the

rapidity of the flames, which raged with ſuch

fury, as to ſpread four ways at once.

Jonas Moore and Ralph Gatrix, who were ap

pointed ſurveyors on this occaſion to examine

the ruins, reported , that the fire oyer-ran 373

acres within the walls, and burnt 13,000 houſes,

tions, publiſhed in 1784 ; which, much to the honour of that

gentleman , is executed in a maſterly manner , and interſperſed

with ſeveral judicious remarks .

* The ſtreets were at this time narrow , crooked, and incom

modious į the houſes built chiefly of wood , cloſe , dark , and i ]

contrived ; with ſeveral ſtories projecting beyond each other as

they roſe, over the contracted ſtreets. Thus the free circulation

of air was obſtructed, the people breathed a ſtagnant and unwhole

fome element, replece with foul effluvia, ſufficient of itſelf to

generate putrid diſorders . From this circumſtance, the inhabit.

ants were continually expoſed to contagious diſorders, and the

buildings to the ravages of fire .

89 pariſh

G
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89 pariſh churches, beſides chapels, leaving only

II pariſhes ſtanding. The Royal Exchange,

Cuſtom -houſe, Guildhall, Blackwell-hall, St.

Paul's cathedral, Bridewell , the two compters,

fifty-two city companies halls, and three city

gates, were all demoliſhed . "The damage was

computed at 10,000,000l. ſterling * .

After fo ſudden and extenſive a calamity, it

became necefſary to adopt ſome regulations to

guard againſt any ſuch cataſtrophe in future.

It was therefore determined, that in all the new

buildings to be erected , ſtone and brick ſhould

be ſubſtituted in the room of timber. The

King and the Grand Maſter immediately or

dered deputy Wren to draw up the plan of a

new city, with broad and regular ſtreets. Dr.

Chriſtopher Wren was appointed ſurveyor ge

neral and principal architect for rebuilding the

city, the cathedral of St. Paul, and all the pa

rochial churches enacted by parliament, in lieu

of thoſe that were deſtroyed, with other public

ſtructures. This gentleman , conceiving the

charge too important for a ſingle perſon, ſe

lected Mr. Robert Hook , profeſſor of geometry

in Greſham college, to aſſiſt him ; who was im

mediately employed in meaſuring, adjuſting,

.

* Anderſon's Hiſtory of Commerce , vol. ii . p . 130 .

L 3 and
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and ſetting out the ground of the private ſtreets

to the ſeveral proprietors. Dr. Wren's model

and plan were laid before the king and the houſe

of commons, and the practicability of the whole

ſcheme, without the infringement of property,

clearly demonſtrated ; it unfortunately happened ,

however, that the greater part of the citizens

were abſolutely averſe to alter their old poffef

fions, and to recede from building their houſes

again on the old foundations. Many were un

willing to give up their properties into the hands

of public truſtees, till they ſhould receive an

equivalent of more advantage ; while others ex

preſſed diſtruſt. Every means were tried to con

vince the citizens, that by removing all the

church-yards, gardens, &c. to the out- ſkirts of

the city, fufficient room would be given to aug

ment the ſtreets, and properly to diſpoſe of the

churches, halls , and other public buildings, to

the perfect ſatisfaction of every proprietor ; but

the repreſentation of all theſe improvements had

no weight. The citizens choſe to have their

old city again, under all its diſadvantages, rather

than a new one, the principles of which they

were unwilling to underſtand, and conſidered as

innovations. Thus an opportunity was loft , of

making the new city the moſt magnificent, as

well as the moſt commodious for health and

trade,

WAN
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trade, of any in Europe. The architect, cramped

in the execution of his plan, was obliged to

abridge his ſcheme, and exert his utmoſt labour,

ſkill, and ingenuity to model the city in the man .

ner in which it has fince appeared.

On the 23d of October 1667 , the king in

perſon levelled in form the foundation ſtone of

the new Royal Exchange, now allowed to be the

fineft in Europe ; and on the 28th September

1669, it was opened by the lord mayor and al

dermen . Round the inſide of the ſquare, above

the arcades, and between the windows, are the

ftatues of the ſovereigns of England . In the

centre of the ſquare, is erected the king's ſtatue

to the life, in a Cæſarean habit, of white marble,

executed in a maſterly manner by Mr. Gibbons,

then grand warden of the ſociety.

In 1668, the Cuſtom -houſe for the port of

London, ſituated on the ſouth ſide of Thames .

ſtreet, was built, adorned with an upper and

lower order of architecture. In the latter , are

ftone columns, and entablement of the Tuſcan

order : and in the former, are pilaſters, entabla

ture , and five pediments of the Ionic order . The

wings are elevated on columns, forming piaz

zas ; and the length of the building is 189 feet ;

its breadth in the middle, 27 ; and at the weſt

end, 60 feet.

L4 This
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This year alſo, deputy Wren and his warden

Webb finiſhed the Theatrum Sheldonium at Ox

ford , deſigned and executed at the private ex

pence of Gilbert Sheldon , archbiſhop of Canter

bury, " an excellent architect and able deſigner.

On the oth of July 1669, the capeſtone of this

elegant building was celebrated with joy and

feftivity by the craftſmen , and an elegant oras

tion delivered on the occaſion by Dr. South.

Deputy Wren, at the ſame time alſo, built,

at the expence of the Univerſity, that other

maſter-piece of architecture, the pretty muſeum

near this, theatre.

In 1671 , Mr. Wren began to build that great

futed column called the Monument, in memory

of the burning and re -building of the city of

London. This ſtupendous pillar was finiſhed in

1677. It is 24 feet higher than Trajan's pillar

at Rome, and built of Portland ſtone, of the

Doric order. Its altitude, from the ground, is

202 feet ; the greateſt diameter of the ſhaft or

body of thecolumn, 15 feet ; the ground plinth,

or bottom of the pedeſtal, 28 feet ſquare ; and

the pedeſtal 40 feet high . Over the capital , is

an iron balcony, encompaſſing a cone 32 feet

high, ſupporting a blazing urn of gilt braſs .

Within is a large ſtair -caſe of black marble,

containing 345 ſteps, each ſtep ten inches and

an
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an half broad , and fix inches thick . The weſt

fide of the pedeſtal is adorned with curious em

blems, by the maſterly hand of Mr. Cibber, fa

ther to the late poet - laureat Colley Cibber ; in

which eleven principal figures are done in alto ,

and the reſt in baſſo relievo. That to which the

eye is particularly directed, is a female, repre

fenting the City of London, ſitting in a languiſh

ing poſture, on a heap of ruins . Behind her, is

Time, gradually raiſing her up ; and at her fide;

a woman, repreſenting Providence, gently touch

ing her with one hand , while, with a winged

fceptre in the other, ſhe directs her to regard

two goddeſſes in the clouds ; one with a cornu

copia, denoting plenty ; the other, with a palm

branch, the emblem of peace. At her feet is a

bee -hive, to ſhew that, by induſtry and applica

tion , the greateſt misfortunes may be overcome:

Behind Time, are the Citizens, exulting at his en

deavours to reſtore her ; and beneath, in the

midſt of the ruins, is a dragon, the ſupporter of

the city arms, who endeavours to preſerve

them with his paw. At the north end, is a view

of the City in flames, the inhabitants in confter

nation, with their arms extended upward, cry

ing for aſliſtance . Oppoſitethe City, on an ele

vated pavement, ſtands the King, in a Roman

habit, with a laurel on his head, and a trun .

L 5 cheon
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cheon in his hand ; who, on approaching hery

commands threeof his attendants to deſcend to

her relief. The firſt repreſents the Sciences ,

with a winged head, and circle of naked boys

dancing thereon, and holding Nature in her

hand, with her numerous breaſts, ready to give

aſliſtance to all. The ſecond is Architecture,

with a plan in one hand, and a ſquare and pair

of compaſſes in the other. The third is Liberty,

waving a hat in the air, and ſhewing her joy at

the pleaſing proſpect of the city's ſpeedy reco

very. Behind the King, ſtands his brother, the

duke of York, with a garland'in one hand, to

crown the riſing city, and a ſword in the other,

for her defence. The two figures behind them,

are Juſtice and Fortitude ; «the former with a co

ronet, and the latter with a reined lion ; while ,

under the pavement, in a vault, appears Envy

gnawing a heart. In the upper part of the back

ground, the re-conſtruction of the city is
repre

fented by ſcaffolds and unfiniſhed houſes, with

builders at work on them . The north and ſouth

fides of the pedeſtal have each a Latin inſcrip

tion, one deſcribing the defolation of the city,

the other its reſtoration. The eaſt ſide of the

pedeſtal has an inſcription , expreſſing the time

in which the pillar was begun, continued, and

brought to perfection. In one line continued

round

?
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round the baſe, are theſe words : “ This pillar

“ was ſet up in perpetual remembrance of the

“ moſt dreadful burning of this Proteſtant city,

“ begun and carried on by the treachery and

s malice of the Popiſh faction, in the beginning

“ of September, in the year of our Lord 1666 ,

« in order to the carrying on their horrid plot

* for extirpating the Proteſtant religion , and

“ old Engliſh liberty, and introducing popery

“ and flavery .” This inſcription, upon the duke

of York's acceſſion to the crown, was eraſed ; but,

ſoon after the Revolution , reſtored again .

The rebuilding of the city of London was

vigorouſly proſecuted, and the reſtoration of St.

Paul's cathedral claimed particular attention .

Dr. Wren drew feveral deſigns, to diſcover what

would be moſt acceptable to the general taſte ;

and finding perſons of all degrees declare for

magnificence and grandeur, he formed a deſign

according to the very beſt ſtile of Greek and

Roman architecture, and cauſed a large model

of it to be made in wood ; but the biſhops de

ciding that it was not ſufficiently in the cathe

dral ftile, the ſurveyor was ordered to amend it,

and he then produced the fcheme of the preſent

ſtructure, which was honoured with the king's

approbation. The original model, however,

which was only of the Corinthian order, like

L6 St.
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St. Peter's at Rome, is ſtill kept in an apartment

of the cathedral, as a real curioſity.

In 1673, the foundation ſtone * of this mag

nificent cathedral, deſigned by deputy Wren,

was laid in ſolemn form by the King, attended

by Grand Maſter Rivers, his architects and

craftſmen , in the preſence of the nobility and

gentry , the lord mayor and aldermen, the biſhops

and clergy, &c. During the whole time this

ſtructure was building, Mr. Wren acted as maſ

ter of the work and ſurveyor, and was ably al

fifted by his wardens, Mr. Edward Strong and

his ſon .

St. Paul's cathedral is planned in the form of

a long croſs ; the walls are wrought in ruſtic,

and ſtrengthened, as well as adorned , by two

rows of coupled pilaſters, one over the other ;

the lower Corinthian , and the upper Compoſite.

The ſpaces between the arches of the windows,

and the architecture of the lower order, as well

as thoſe above, are filled with a variety of en

richments .

The weſt front is graced with a moſt magni

ficent portico, a noble pediment, and two ſtately

* The mallet with which the king levelled this foundation

ftone was lodged by fir Chriſtopher Wren in the old lodge of St.

Paul , now the lodge of Antiquity , where it is ſtill preſerved as

a great curioſity

turrets.
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turrets. There is a grand flight of ſteps of black

marble that extend the whole length of the por

tico, which conſiſts of twelve lofty Corinthian

columns below , and eight of the Compoſite or

der above ; theſe are all coupled and fluted . The

upper ſeries ſupport a noble pediment, crowned

with its acroteria ; and in this pediment is an

elegant repreſentation in bas relief, of the con

verſion of St. Paul, executed by Mr. Bird , an

artiſt, whoſe name, on account of this piece

alone, is worthy of being tranſmitted to pofte

rity . The figures are well executed : the mag

nificent figure of St. Paul, on the apex of the

pediment, with St. Peter on his right, and St.

James on his left, produce a fine effect. The

four Evangeliſts, with their proper emblems, on

the front of the towers, are judiciouſly diſpoſed,

and ſkilfully finiſhed ; St. Matthew is diſtin

guiſhed by an angel ; St. Mark, by a hon ; St.

Luke, by an ox ; and St. John, by an eagle.

To the north portico , there is an aſcent by

twelve circular ſteps of black marble, and its

dome is ſupported by fix grand Corinthian co

lumns. Upon the dome is a well -proportioned

urn , finely ornamented with feſtoons ; over the

urn is a pediment, ſupported by pilaſters in the

wall , in the face of which are carved the royal

arms, with the regalia, ſupported by angels.

Statues
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Statues of five of the apoſtles are placed on the

top , at proper diſtances.

The ſouth portico anſwers to the north ,

and, like that, is ſupported by fix noble Corin.

thian columns ; but as the ground is conſider

ably lower on this ſide of the church than the

other, the aſcent is by a flight of twenty -five

ſteps. This portico has alſo a pediment above, in

which is a phenix riſing out of the flames, with

the motto , RESURGAM , underneath it ; as

an emblem of rebuilding the church. A remark

able accident is ſaid to have given riſe to this de

vice, which was particularly remarked by the

architect as a favourable omen . When Dr.

Wren was marking out the dimenſions of the

building, and had fixed on the centre of the

great dome, a common labourer was ordered to

bring him a flat ſtone from among the rubbifh,

to leave as a direction to the maſons. The ſtone

which the man brought, happened to be a piece

of a grave- ſtone, with nothing remaining of the

inſcription but this ſingle word, in large capitals,

RESURGAM ; and this circumſtance left an

impreſſion on Dr. Wren's mind, that could never

afterwards be eraſed . On this ſide of the build

ing, are likewiſe five ſtatues, which correſpond

with thoſe on the apex of the north pedi

ment.

At
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At the eaft end of the church is a ſweep, or

circular projection for the altar, finely orna

mented with the orders, and with ſculpture ;

particularly a noble piece in honour of king

William III.

The dome, which riſes in the centre of the

whole, is ſuperlatively grand. Twenty feet above

the roof of the church is a circular range of

thirty-two columns, with niches placed exactly

againſt others within. Theſe are terminated by

their entablature, which ſupports a handſome

gallery, adorned with a baluſtrade. Above

theſe columns is a range of pilaſters, with win

dows between ; and from the entablature of

theſe, the diameter decreaſes very conſiderably ;

and two feet above that, it is again contracted .

From this part the external ſweep of the

dome begins, and the arches meet at 52 feet

above. Onthe ſummit of the dome, is an ele

gant balcony, and from its centre riſes the lan.

tern , adorned with Corinthian columns . The

whole is terminated by a ball, on which ſtands

a croſs, both of which are elegantly gilt .

This noble fabric is ſurrounded , at a proper

diſtance, by a dwarf ſtone wall, on which is

placed the moſt magnificent baluſtrade of caſt

iron perhaps in the univerſe, four feet fix inches

in height, excluſive of the wall. In this inclo

ſure
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fure are ſeven beautiful iron gates, which , to

gether with the baluſters, in 'number about

2500, weigh 200 tons and 85 pounds.

In the centre of the area of the grand weſt

front, on a pedeſtal of excellent workmanſhip ,

ſtands a ſtatue of queen Anne, formed of white

marble, with proper decorations. The figures

on the baſe repreſent Britannia, with her fpear ;

Gallia, with the crown in her lap ; Hibernia,

with her harp ; and America, with her bow.

There, and the colofſal ftatues with which the

church are adorned, were executed by the inge

nious Mr. Hill.

A ſtrict regard to the ſituation of this cathe

dral, due eaſt and weſt, has given it an ob

lique appearance with reſpect to Ludgate-ſtreet

in front ; ſo that the great front gate in the fur

rounding iron rails, being made to regard the

ſtreet in front, rather than the church to which

it belongs, the ſtatue of queen Anne, that is

exactly in themiddle of the weſt front; is thrown

on one fide the ſtraight approach from the gate

to the church, and gives an idea of the whole

edifice being awry .

Under the grand portico, at the weſt end, are

three doors, ornamented at the top with bas re

lief. The middle door, which is by far the

largeſt, is caſed with white marble, and over it

is
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is a fine piece of baſſo relievo , in which St.

Paul is repreſented preaching to the Bereans.

On entering the door, the mind is ſtruck by the

extent of the viſta. An arcade, ſupported by

lofty and maſſy pillars on each hand, divide

the church into the body and two aiſles ; and

the view is terminated by the altar at the extre

mity of the choir ; ſubject, nevertheleſs, to the

intervention of the organ ſtanding acroſs, which

forms a heavy obſtruction . The pillars are

adorned with columns and pilaſters of the Co

rinthian and Compoſite orders ; and the arches

of the roof are enriched with ſhields, feſtoons,

chaplets, and other ornaments . In the aiſle ,

on one hand, is the conſiſtory ; and oppoſite ,

the other, the morning prayer chapel.

Theſe have very beautiful ſcreens of carved

wainſcot, which are much admired .

Over the centre, where the great aifles croſs,

each other, is the grand cupola, or dome, the

vaſt concave of which inſpires a pleaſing awe.

Under its centre is fixed in the floor, a braſs

plate, round which the pavement is beautifully

yariegated ; but the figures into which it is

formed, can nowhere be ſo well ſeen as from

the whiſpering -gallery above. Here the ſpecta

tor has at once a full view of the organ, richly

ornamented with carved work, and the entrance

on

2 to
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to the choir directly under it. The two aiſles

on the ſides of the choir, as well as the choir it

ſelf, are incloſed with very fine iron rails and

gates .

The altar-piece is adorned with four noble

fluted pilaſters, painted and veined with gold,

in imitation of lapis lazuli, and their capitals are

double gilt. In the intercolumniations below ,

are nine marble pannels, and above are fix win

dows, in the two ſeries . The floor of the whole

church is paved with marble ; and within the

the rails of the altar, with porphyry, poliſhed,

and laid in ſeveral geometrical figures.

In the great cupola, which is 108 feet in dia

ameter, the architect ſeems to have imitated the

Pantheon at Rome, excepting that the upper

order is there only umbratile, and diſtinguiſhed

by different coloured marbles ; while, in St.

Paul's, it is extant out of the wall. The Pan

theon is no higher within than its diameter; St.

Peter's is two diameters ; the former fhews its

concave too low, the latter too high : St. Paul's

is proportioned between both, and therefore

fhews its concave every way, and is very light

fome by the windows of the upper order. Theſe

ſtrike down the light through the great colonnade

that encircles the dome without, and ferves for

the abutment, which is brick of the thickneſs of

1

F

two
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two bricks ; but as it riſes every way five feet

high, it has a courſe of excellent brick of 18

inches long, banding through the whole thick

neſs ; and, to make it ſtill more ſecure, it is ſur

rounded with a vaſt chain of iron, ſtrongly

linked together at every ten feet. This chain is

let into a channel, cut into the bandage of Port

land ſtone, and defended from the weather by

filling the groove with lead. The concave is

turned upon a center, which was judged neceſ.

ſary to keep the work true ; but the center is

laid without any ſtandards below for ſupport.

Every ſtory of the ſcaffolding being circular, and

the ends of all the ledgers meeting as ſo many

rings, and truly wrought, it ſupported itſelf.

As the old church of St. Paul had a lofty

fpire, Dr. Wren was obliged to give his build

ing an altitude that might ſecure it from fuffer

ing by the compariſon. To do this , he made

the dome without, much higher than within ,

by raiſing a ſtrong brick cone over the internal

cupola, ſo conſtructed as to ſupport an elegant

ſtone lantern on the apex . This brick cone is

ſupported by a cupola formed of timber, and

covered with lead : between which and the cone

are eaſy ſtairs, up to the lantern. Here the

ſpectator may view contrivances that are truly

aſtoniſhing. The outward cupola is only rib

bed ,



236 ILLUSTRATIONS

17

bed, which the architect thought leſs Gothic

than to ſtick it full of ſuch little lights as are in

the cupola of St. Peter's, that could not without

difficulty be mended, and, if neglected, might

ſoon damage the timbers. As the architect was

ſenſible that paintings are liable to decay, he in

tended to have beautified the inſide of the cupola

with mofaic work ; which , without the leaſt fad

ing of colours, would be as durable as the build

ing itſelf : but in this he was over-ruled, though

he had undertaken to procure four of the moſt

eminent artiſts in that profeſſionfrom Italy, for

the purpoſe. This part, therefore, is now de

forated by the pencil of Sir James Thornhill,

who has repreſented the principal paſſages of

St. Paul's life, in eight compartments. Theſe

paintings are all ſeen to advantage by means of

a circular opening, through which the light is

tranſmitted with admirable effect from the lan

tern above ; but they are now cracked, and

fadly decayed .

The choir of this cathedral was ſo far pre

pared for uſe, that divine ſervice was performed

in it for the firſt time on the thankſgiving day

for the peace of Ryſwick, Dec. 2, 1697 * ; and

in 1710 , the laſt ſtone on the top of the fantern

* Howell's Medulla, Hit. Ang..

was
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was laid by Mr. Chriſtopher Wren, the ſon of

the architect. This noble fabric, lofty enough

to be diſcerned at ſea eaſtward, and at Windfor

to the weſt, was begun and completed in the

ſpace of 35 years, by one architect, the great fir

Chriſtopher Wren ; one principal maſon, Mr.

Strong ; and under one biſhop of London , Dr.

Henry Compton : whereas St. Peter's at Rome

was 155 years in building, under twelve ſucceſ

five architects, aſſiſted by the police and intereſt

of the Roman fee, and attended by the beſt

artiſts in ſculpture, ſtatuary, painting , and mo

faic work.

The various parts of this ſuperb edifice I

have been thus particular in deſcribing, as it re

flects honour on the ingenious architect who

built it, and as there is not an inſtance on re

cord of any work of equal magnitude having

ever been completed by one man.

While the cathedral of St. Paul's was carry

ing on, as a national undertaking, the citizens

did not neglect their own immediate concerns,

but reſtored ſuch of their halls and gates as had

been deſtroyed . In April 1675 , was laid the

foundation ſtone of the prefent Bethlehem -ho

ſpital for lunatics, in Moorfields. This is a mag

nificent building, 540 feet long, and 40 broad ,,

beſide the two wings, which were not added

until
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until ſeveral years afterward . The middle and

ends of the edifice project a little, and are

adorned with pilaſters, entablatures, foliages,

&c. which , riſing above the reſt of the build

ing, have each a flat roof, with a handſome ba

luſtrade of ſtone. In the centre is an elegant tur

ret , adorned with a clock, gilt ball, and vane.

The whole building is brick and ſtone, incloſed

by a handſome wall, 680 feet long, of the ſame

materials. In the center of the wall, is a large

pair of iron gates ; and on the piers on which theſe

are hung, are two images, in a reclining poſture,

one repreſenting raving, the other melancholy ,

madneſs. The expreſſion of theſe figures is ad

mirable ; and they are the workmanſhip of Mr.

Cibber, the father of the laureat before men

tioned .

The college of Phyſicians alſo, about this

time, diſcovered fome taſte in erecting their

college in Warwick -lane, which, though litt

known, is eſteemed by good judges a delicate

building.

The fraternity were now fully employed ; and

by them the folowing pariſh churches, which

had been conſumed by the great fire, were gra

dually rebuilt, or repaired :

Allhallows, Bread - ſtreet, finiſhed 1694 ; and the

Ateeple completed 1697.

All

1A
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Allhallows the Great, Thames-ſtreet, 1683 .

Allhallows, Lombard -ſtreet, 1694.

St. Alban, Wood-ſtreet, 1685 .

St. Anne and Agnes, St. Anne's-lane,Alderſgate.

ſtreet, 1680.

St. Andrew'sWardrobe, Puddledock -hill, 1692,

St. Andrew's, Holborn, 1687.

St. Anthony's, Watling -ſtreet, 1682 .

St. Auguſtin's, Watling - ſtreet, 1683 ; and the

ſteeple finfhed 1695.

St. Bartholomew's, Royal Exchange, 1679.

St. Benedict, Grace -church - ſtreet, 1685 .

St. Benedict's, Threadneedle-ſtreet, 1673 .

St. Bennet's, Paul's Wharf, Thames-ftr. 1683. .

St. Bride's, Fleet -ſtreet, 1680 ; and farther

adorned in 1699 .

Chriſt -church , Newgate- ſtreet, 1687 .

St. Chriſtopher's, Threadneedle- ftreet, (ſince

taken down to make room for the Bank ,)

repaired'in 1696.

St. Clement Danes, in the Strand, taken down

1680, and rebuilt by fir Chriſt . Wren 1682.

St. Clement's, Eaſt Cheap, St. Clement’s-lane,

1686.

St. Dennis Back, Lime-ſtreet, 1674 .

St. Dunftan's in the Eaſt, Tower-ſtreet, repaired

in 1698.

St. Edmond's the King, Lombard -ſtreet, re- )

built in 1674.

St.
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St. George, Botolph - lane, 1674.

St. James, Garlick -hill, 1683 .

St. James, Weſtminſter, 1675.

St. Lawrence Jewry, Cateaton -ſtreet, 1677,

St. Magnes, London -bridge, 1676 ; and the

ſteeple in 1705.

St. Margaret, Lothbury, 1690.

St. Margaret Pattens, Little Tower-ſtr . 1687.

St. Martin's, Ludgate, 1684.

St. Mary Abchurch, Abchurch-lane, 1686.

St. Mary's-at-hill, St. Mary's-hill, 1672 .

St. Mary's Aldermary, Bow-lane, 1672 .

St. Mary Magdalen, Old Fiſh - ſtreet, 1685.

St. Mary Somerſet, Queenhithe, Thames-ſtreet,

1683 .

St. Mary le Bow, Cheapfide, 1683. This church

was built on the wall of a very ancient one

in the early time of the Roman colony ; the

roof is arched , and ſupported with ten Co

rinthian columns ; but the principal orna

ment is the ſteeple, which is deemed an ad

mirable piece of architecture, not to be para

lelled by that of any other parochial church .

It riſes from the ground a ſquare tower,

plain at bottom, and is carried up to a con

ſiderable height in this ſhape, but with more

ornament as it advances . The principal deco

ration of the lower part is the door -caſe ; a

lofty,

•
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lofty, noble arch, faced with a bold and well

wrought ruſtic , raiſed on a plain ſolid courſe

from the foundation . Within the arch, is a

portal of the Doric order, with well-propor

tioned columns ; the frieze is ornamented with

triglyphs, and with ſculpture in the metopes.

There are ſome other ſlight ornaments in this

part,which is terminated by an elegant cornice,

uver which riſes a plain courſe, from which

the dial projects. Above this, in each face,

there is an arched window, with lonic pilaf

ters at the ſides. The entablature of the order

is well wrought ; it has the ſwelling frieze, and

ſupports on the cornice an elegant baluſtrade,

with Attic pillars over Ionic columns. Theſe

ſuſtain elegant ſcrolls, on which are placed

urns with flames, and from this part the ſteeple

riſes circular. There is a plain courſe to the

height ofhalf the ſcrolls, and upon this is raiſed

anelegant circularſeries ofCorinthian columns.

Theſe ſupport a ſecond baluſtrade with ſcrolls ;

and above there is placed another ſeries of co

lumns of the Compoſite order ; while, from

the entablature, riſes a ſet of ſcrolls ſupporting

the ſpire, which is placed on balls, and termi

nated by a globe, on which is fixed a vane .

St. Mary Woolnoth's, Lombard-Nreet, repaired

1
.

in 1677

M St.
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St. Mary Aldermanbury, rebuilt 1677.

St. Matthew , Friday - ſtreet, 1685 .

St. Michael, Bafinghall-ſtreet, 1679.

St. Michael Royal, College -hill, 1694 .

St. Michael, Queenhithe, Trinity-lane, 1677.

St. Michael, Wood -ftreet, 1675 .

St. Michael, Crooked-lane, 1688.

St. Michael, Cornhill, 1672 .

St. Mildred, Bread -ſtreet, 1683 .

St. Mildred, Poultry, ' 1676.

St. Nicholas, Cole-abbey, Old Fiſh -ſtreet, 1677.

St. Olive's, Old Jewry, 1673 .

St. Peter's, Cornhill, 1681. A

St. Sepulchre's, Snow-hill, 1670

St. Stephen's, Coleman - ſtreet, 1676.

St. Stephen's, Walbrook, behind the Manſion

houſe, 1676. Many encomiums have been

beſtowed on this church for its interior beau

ties . The dome is finely proportioned to the

church , and divided into ſmall compartments ,

decorated with great elegance, and crowned

with a lantern ; the roof is alſo divided into

compartments, and ſupported by noble Co

rinthian columns raiſed on their pedeſtals.

This church has three ailes and a croſs aifle,

is 75 feet long, 36 broad , 34 high, and 58 to

the lantern. It is famous all over Europe,

and juſtly reputed the maſter-piece of fir

Chriſtopher
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Chriſtopher Wren . There is not a beauty,

of which the plan would admit, that is not to

be found here in its greateſt perfection .

St. Swithin's, Cannon - ſtreet, 1673 .

St. Vedaft, Foſter-lane, 1697 .

While theſe churches, and other public build

ings, were going forward under the direction of

ſir Chriſtopher Wr 1, king Charles did not con

fine'his improvem s to England alone, but

commanded fir Wium Bruce, bart. Grand

Mafter of Scotland , to rebuild the palace of

Holyrood -houſe ,at Edinburgh ; which was ac

cordingly executed by that architect in the beſt

Auguſtan ſtyle.

The private buſineſs of the Society was not

neglected during the proſecution of the great

works above deſcribed , but lodges were held at

different places, and many new ones conſtituted ,

to which the beſt architects reſorted .

In 1674, the earl of Rivers reſigned the office

of Grand Maſter, and was ſucceeded by George

Villiers, duke of Buckingham , who left the care

of the brethren to his wardens, and fir Chriſto

pher Wren, who ſtill continued to act as deputy.

In 1679, the duke reſigned in favour of Henry

Bennett, earl of Arlington ; but this nobleman

was too deeply engaged in ſtate affairs, to attend

M 2 to
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to the duties of maſonry : the lodges, however,

continued to meet under his fanction , and many

reſpectable gentlemen joined the fraternity.

On the death of the king in 1685, James II.

ſucceeded to the throne; during whoſe reign the

fraternity were much neglected. The earl of

Arlington dying this year, the lodges met in

communication, and elected fir Chriſtopher

Wren Grand Maſter, who appointed Gabriel

Cibber and Mr. Edward Strong * his wardens.

Maſonry continued in a declining ſtate for

many years, and a few lodges only occaſionally

met in different places.

At the Revolution, the Society was ſo much

reduced in the ſouth of England, that no more

than ſeven regular lodgesmet in London and its

ſuburbs, of which two only were worthy of no

tice ; the old lodge of St. Paul's, over which fir

Chriſtopher had preſided during the building of

that ſtructure ; and a lodge at St. Thomas's

hofpital, Southwark, over which fir Robert

Clayton, then lord mayor of London, preſided

during the rebuilding of that hoſpital to

* Both theſe gentlemen were members of the old lodge of St.

Paul with fir Chriſtopher Wren , and bore a principal ſhare in all

the improvements which took place after the fire of London ; the

latter. in particular diſplayed his abilities in the cathedral of St.

Paul.

See the Book Conftitutions, 1738 , p. 106, 107.

King
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King William , having been privately initiated

into maſonry in 1695, approved the choice of

fir Chriſtopher Wren as Grand Maſter, and ho

noured the lodges with his royal ſanction ; par

ticularly one at Hampton Court, at which it is

faid his majeſty frequently preſided during the

building of the new part of that palace, Ken

fington palace was built during this reign , under

the direction of fir Chriſtopher ; as were alſo

Chelſea hoſpital, and the palace of Greenwich ;

the latter of which had been recently converted

into an hoſpital for ſeamen , and finiſhed after

the deſign of Inigo Jones.

At a general aſſembly and feaſt of the maſons

in 1697 , many noble and eminent brethren were

preſent, and among the reſt, Charles duke of

Richmond and Lenox, who was at that time

maſter of a lodge at Chicheſter. His grace was

propoſed and elected Grand Maſter for the fol

lowing year, and having engaged fir Chriſtopher

Wren to act as his deputy, he appointed Ed

ward Strong ſenior and Edward Strong junior

his wardens. His grace continued in office only

one year, when he was ſucceeded by fir Chriſto

pher, who continued at the head of the fraternity

till the death of the king in 1702 .

During the following reign , maſonry made no

conſiderable progreſs. Sir Chriſtopher's age and

infirmitiesM 3
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infirmities drawing off his attention from the

duties of his office, the lodges began to decreaſe,

and the annual feſtivals were entirely neglected.* .

The old lodge at St. Paul, and a few others,

continued to meet regularly, but confifted of

few memberst. To increaſe their numbers, a

propoſition was made, and afterwards agreed to,

that the privileges of maſonry ſhould no longer

be reſtricted to operative maſons, but extend to

men of various profeſſions, provided they were

regularly approved and initiated into the Order.

In conſequence of this reſolution, many new re

gulations took place, and the Society once more

roſe into notice and eſteem.

SECT. VII.

ON

Hiſtory of the Revival of Maſonry in the South of

England.

N the acceſſion of George I. the maſons in

London and its environs, finding themſelves

deprived of fir Chriſtopher Wren, and their an.

nual meetings diſcontinued , reſolved to cement

under a Grand Maſter, and to revive

the communications and annual feſtivals of

the Society. With this view, the lodges at the

new

* Book of Conititutions, 1733 , p. 108 . + Ibid .

Gooſe
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Gooſe and Gridiron in St. Paul's Church -yard ,

the Crown in Parker's -lane near Drury-lane,

the Apple-tree tavern in Charles- ftreet Covent

garden, and the Rummer and Grapes tavern in

Channel -row Weſtminſter, the only four lodges

in being in the ſouth of England at that time,

with ſome other old brethren , met at the Apple.

tree tavern above mentioned in February 1717 ;

and having voted the oldeſt maſter -maſon then

preſent into the chair, conſtituted themſelves a

Grand Lodge pro tempore in due form . At this

meeting it was reſolved to revive the quarterly

communications of the fraternity, and to hold

the next annual aſſembly and feaſt on the 24th

of June , at the Gooſe and Gridiron in St. Paul's

Church-yard, (in compliment to the oldeſt lodge,

which then met there, ) for the purpoſe of elect

ing a Grand Maſter among themſelves, till they

Ihould have the honour of a noble brother at

their head. Accordingly, on St. John the Bap

tiſt's day 1717 , in the third year of the reign of

king George I. the aſſembly and feaſt were held

at the ſaid houſe ; when the oldeſt maſter-ma

fon, and maſter of a lodge, having taken the

chair, a liſt of proper candidates for the office of

Grand Maſter was produced : and the names

being ſeparately propoſed, the brethren, by a

great majority of hands, elected Mr. Anthony

Sayer
M 4
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Sayer Grand Maſter of maſons for the enſuing

year ; who was forthwith inveſted by the ſaid

oldeſt maſter, inſtalled by the maſter of the

oldeſt lodge, and duly congratulated by the aſ

ſembly, who paid him homage. The Grand

Mafter then entered on the duties of his office ,

appointed his wardens, and commanded the bre

thren of the four lodges to meet him and his

wardens quarterly in communication, enjoining

them at the ſame time to recommend to all the

fraternity a punctual attendance on the next an

nual aſſembly and feaft.

Among the variety of regulations which were

propoſed and agreed to at this meeting, was the

following : “ That the privilege of aſſembling

as maſons, which had hitherto been unlimited ,

ſhould be veſted in certain lodges or aſſemblies

of maſons convened in certain places ; and that

every lodge to be hereafter convened , except the

four old lodges at this time exiſting, ſhould be

legally authoriſed to act by a warrant from the

Grand Maſter for the time being, granted to cer

.

4* A fufficient number of mafons met together within a cer .

tain diſtrict, at this time, had ample power to make maſons, and

diſcharge every duty of maſonry, without a warrant of conſtitu .

tion . The privilege was inherent in themſelves as individuals ;

and this privilege is ftill enjoyed by the two old lodges now ex.

tant.

tain
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tain individuals by petition, with the conſent

and approbation of the Grand Lodge in com

munication , and that without ſuch warrant no

lodge ſhould be hereafter deemed regular or con

ftitutional.” In conſequence of this regulation,

ſome new lodges were ſoon after convened in

different parts of London and its environs, and

the maſters and wardens of theſe lodges were

commanded to attend the meetings of the Grand

Lodge, make a regular report of their pro

ceedings, and tranſmit to the Grand Maſter,

from time to time, a copy of any bye -laws they

might form for their own government ; that no

laws eſtabliſhed among them might be contrary

to , or fubverſive of, the general regulations by

which the fraternity had been long governed.

In compliment to the brethren of the four old

lodges by whom the Grand Lodge was then

formed , it was refolved , “ That every privilege

which they collectively enjoyed by virtue of their

immemorial rights, they ſhould ſtill continue to

enjoy ; and that no law, rule , or regulation to

be hereafter made or paffed in Grand Lodge,

ſhould deprive them of ſuch privilege, or en

croach on any landmark which was at that time

eſtabliſhed as the ſtandard of maſonic govern

ment. ” When this reſolution was confirmed ,

the old maſons in the metropolis, agreeably

M5 to
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to the reſolutions of the brethren at large, veſted

all their inherent privileges as individuals in the

four old lodges, in truſt that they would never

fuffer the old charges and ancient landmarks to.

be infringed. The four old lodges then agreed

to extend their patronage to every new lodge

which ſhould hereafter be conſtituted according

to the new regulations of the Society; and while

they acted in conformity to the ancient confti

tutions of the order, to admit their Maſters and.

Wardens to ſhare with them all the privileges

of the Grand Lodge, excepting precedence of

rank .

Matters being thus amicably adjuſted, all

the brethren of the four old lodges conſidered

their attendance on the future communications

of the Society as unneceſſary, and therefore

truſted implicitly to their Maſters and Wardens,

reſting ſatisfied that no meaſure of importance

would ever be adopted without their approbation .

The officers of the old lodges, however, foon be

gan to diſcover, that the new lodges, being

equally repreſented with them at the communi

cations, would , in proceſs of time, ſo far out

number the old ones, as to have it in their

power, by a majority, to ſubvert the privileges

of the original maſons of England, which had

been centered in the four old lodges : they there .

fore,

*
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fore, with the concurrence of the brethren at

large, very wiſely formed a code of laws for the

future government of the Society, and annexed

thereto a conditional clauſe, which the Grand

Mafter forthe time being, his fucceffors, and the

Maſter of every lodge to be hereafter conſtituted,

were bound to preſerve inviolable in all time

coming. To commemorate this circumſtance,

it has been cuſtomary, ever ſince that time, for

the Maſter of the oldeſt lodge to attend every

Grand Inſtallation ; and takingprecedence of all

preſent, the Grand Maſter only excepted , to de

liver the book of the original conſtitutions to

the new inſtalled Grand Maſter, on his pro

miſing obedience to the ancient charges and ge

neral regulations. The conditional clauſe above

referred to, runs thus :

“ Every annual Grand Lodge has an inherent

“power and authority to make new regulations,

“ or to alter theſe, for the real benefit of this

" ancient fraternity ; provided always THAT THE

OLD LAND-MARKS BE CAREFULLY PRESERVED :

" and that ſuch alterations and new regulations

“ be propoſed and agreed to at the third quar

“ terly communication preceding the annual

“grand feaſt ; and that they be offered alſo to

“ the perufal of all the brethren before dinner ,

“ in writing, even of theyoungeſt apprentice ; the

M6 “ approbation
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approbation and conſent of the majority of all

“ thebrethren preſent, being abſolutely neceſſary

“ to make the ſame binding and obligatory .”

This remarkable clauſe, with thirty -eight re

gulations preceding it, all of which are printed

in the firſt edition of the Book of Conftitutions,

were approved , and confirmed by one hundred

and fifty brethren, at an annual aſſembly and

feaſt held at Stationers' -hall on St. John the

Baptiſt's day 1721 ", and in their preſence ſub

ſcribed by the Maſter and Wardens of the four

old lodges on one part : and by Philip duke of

Wharton, then Grand Maſter ; Theophilus De

faguliers, M. D. and F. R. S. Deputy Grand

Maſter ; Joſhua Timfon, and William Hawkins,

Grand Wardens ; and the Maſters and Wardens

of fixteen lodges which had been conſtituted be

tween 1717 and 1721 , on the other part.

By the above prudent precaution of our an

cient brethren , the original conſtitutions were

eſtabliſhed as the baſis of all future maſonic ju

riſdiction in the ſouth of England ; and the an

cient land-marks, as they are emphatically ſtyled,

or the boundaries ſet up as checks to innovation ,

were carefully ſecured againſt the attacks of fu

ture invaders. The four old lodges, in confe

quence of the above compact, in which they con

See the firſt edition of the Book of Conſtitutions, p. 58 .

fidered

+
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fidered themſelves as a diſtinct party , con

tinued to act by their original authority ; and

ſo far from ſurrendering any of their rights,

had them ratified and confirmed by the whole

fraternity in Grand Lodge afiembled. No regu

lations of the Society which might hereafter

take place could therefore operate with reſpect

to thoſe lodges, if ſuch regulations were con

trary to , or ſubverſive of, the original conftitu

tions by which they were governed ; and while

their proceedings were conformable to thoſe con

ftitutions, no power known in maſonry could

legally deprive them of any right which they

had ever enjoyed.

The neceſſity of fixing the original conſtitu

tions as the ſtandard by which all future laws

in the Society were to be regulated, was ſo ob

vious, and ſo clearly underſtood by the whole

fraternity at this time, that it was eſtabliſhed as

an unerring rule, at every inſtallation, public

and private, to make the Grand Maſter, and the

Maſters and Wardens of every lodge, engage

to ſupport the conſtitutions ; to which every

maſon alſo was bound by the ſtrongeſt ties

at initiation. Every one who acknowledges

the univerſality of maſonry to be its higheſt

glory, muſt admit the propriety of this

conduct ; for were no ſtandard fixed for the

government
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government of the Society, maſonrymightbeer

poſed tovariations,which might effectuallydeſtroy

all the good effects that have hitherto reſulted

fromits univerſality and extended progreſs * .

During

20

BH

* When the earlier editions of this book were printed , the

author was not ſufficiently acquainted with this part of the hiſ

tory of maſonry in England The above particulars have been

carefully extracted from old records and authentic manuſcripts,

and are in many points confirmed by the old books of the lodge

of Antiquity, as well as the firſt and ſecond editionis of the Book

of Conftitutions.

The following account of the above four old lodges may prove

acceptable to many readers :

1. The old lodge of St. Paul, now named the lodge of An

tiquity, No. 1, formerly held at the Goofe and Gridiron in St.

Paul's Church -yard, is ſtill extant, ( in 1791.,) and regularly meets

at the Free.mafons Tavern in Great Queen -ſtrcet, Lincoln's

inn Fields, on the third Wedneſday of every month . This lodge

is in a very Aouriſhing ſtate, and poſſeſſes ſome valuable records

and other ancient relics.

2. The old lodge, No. 2, formerly he! d at the Crown in

Parker's - lane in Drury - bane, has been extinct above fifty years ,

by the death of its members.

3. Theold lodge, No. 3, formerly held at the Apple-tree Tavern

in Charles- Atreet, Covent-garden , has been diſſolved many years. .

By the Liſt of Lodges inſerted in the Book of Conftitutions

printed in 1738, it appears that, in February 1722-3 , this lodge

was removed to the Queen's Head in Knave's Acre, on account

of ſome difference among its members ; and that the members

who met there, came under a new .conftitution ; though , ſays the

Book of Conſtitutions, they wanted it not , and ranked as No. 10,

in the Lift. Thus they inconfiderately renounced their former

fank under an immemorial conſtitution .

The
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During the adminiſtration of Mr. Sayer, the

Society made no very rapid progreſs. Several

brethren joined the old lodges ; but only two

new lodges were conſtituted .

Mr. Sayer was ſucceeded in 1718 by George

Payne eſq. who was particularly aſſiduous in re

commending a ſtrict obſervance of the commu

nications. He collected many valuable manu

ſcripts on the ſubject of maſonry, and earneſtly

defired that the brethren would bring to the

Grand Lodge any old writings or records con

cerning the fraternity, to fhew the uſages of an

cient times ; and in conſequence of this general

4. The lodge, No. 4 , formerly held at the Rummer and Grapes

Tavern in Channel -row , Weſtminſter, was from thence removed

to the Horn Tavern in New Palace Yard, where it continued to

meet regularly till within theſe few years ; when, finding them

felves in a declining fate, the members agreed to incorporate

with a new and flouriſhing lodge, entitled tbe Somerſet -bouſe

Lodge, which immediately aſſumed their rank .

It is a queſtion that will admit of ſome diſcuſſion , whether any

of the above old lodges can, while they exiſt as lodges , ſurrender

up their rights ; for thoſe rights ſeem to have been granted by the

old maſons of the metropolis to them in truſt ; and any individual

member of the four old lodges might object, if he pleaſe, to their

Turrender , and in that caſe they never could be given up. It is very

remarkable, that the four old lodges have always preſerved their

original power of making , paffing, and raiſing maſons, being termed

Maſters Lodges ; whiles other lodges, for many years afterwards,

had no ſuchpower,ithaving been the cuſtom to paſs and raiſe
malons at the Grand Lodge only .

intimation ,
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intimation , ſeveral old copies of the Gothic con

ftitutions were produced , arranged, and digefted .

On the 24th of June 1719, another afſembly

and feaſt was held at the Gooſe and Gridiron

before mentioned, when Dr. Defaguliers was

unanimouſly elected Grand Maſter. At this

feaſt, the old, regular, and peculiar toaſts or

healths. of the free -maſons were introduced ;

and from this time we may date the riſe offree

maſonry on its preſent plan in the South of

England. The lodges, which had confiderably

increaſed by the vigilance of the Grand Maſter;

were viſited by many old maſons who had long

neglected the craft, ſeveral noblemen were ini

tiated , and a number of new lodges conſtituted .

At an affembly and feaſt held at the Gooſe

and Gridiron on the 24th June 1720, George

Payne efq. was re -elected Grand Maſter, and ,

under his mild but vigilant adminiftration , the

lodges continued to flouriſh .

This year, at fome of the private lodges, to

the irreparable loſs of the fraternity, ſeveral va

luable manuſcripts, concerning their lodges, re

gulations, charges, ſecrets, and uſages, (particu.

Jarly one written by Mr. Nicholas Stone, the war

den under Inigo Jones,) were too haftily burnt by

fome fcrupulous brethren, who were alarmed at

the publication of the maſonic conſtitutions.

At

2
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At a quarterly communication held this year

at the Gooſe and Gridiron on the feſtival of

St. John the Evangeliſt, it was agreed, That, in

future, the new Grand Maſter ſhall be named

and propoſed to the Grand Lodge ſome time be

fore the feaſt , and if approved, and preſent,

he ſhall be faluted as Grand Maſter elect : and

that every Grand Maſter, when he is inſtalled ,

ſhall have the ſole power of appointing his de

puty and wardens, according to ancient cuſtom .

At a Grand Lodge held in ample form on

Lady -day 1721, brother Payne propoſed for his

fucceffor, John duke of Montague, at that time

maſter of a lodge. His grace , being preſent,

received the compliments of the lodge. The

brethren expreffed great joy at the proſpect of

being once more patroniſed by the nobility :

and unanimouſly agreed , that the next aſſembly

and feaſt ſhould be held at Stationers'-hall ; and

that a proper number of ſtewards ſhould be ap

pointed to provide the entertainment ; but Mr.

Joſiah Villeneau, an upholder in the Borough ,

generouſly undertook the whole management of

the buſineſs, and received the thanks of the So

ciety for his attention .

• By an old record of the lodge of Antiquity it appears, that

the new Grand Maſter was always propoſed and preſented for ap

probation in that lodge before his election in the Grand Lodge.

While
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While maſonry was thus ſpreading its influ

ence over the ſouthern part of the kingdom, it

was not neglected in the North . TheGeneral

Aſſembly, or Grand Lodge, at York, continued

regularly to meet as heretofore. In 1705, under

the direction of fir George Tempeſt bart. then

Grand Maſter, ſeveral lodges met, and many

worthy brethren were initiated in York and its

neighbourhood. Sir George being ſucceeded

by the right hon. Robert Benſon, lord mayor of

York, a number of meetings of the fraternity

was held at different times in that city, and the

grand feaſt -during his maſterſhip is ſaid to have

been very brilliant. Sir William Robinſon bart.,

fucceeded Mr. Benſon in the office of Grand

Mafter, and the fraternity ſeem to have confi

derably increaſed intheNorth under hisaufpices.

He was ſucceeded by fir Walter Hawkeſworth

bart. who governed the Society with great cre

dit. At the expiration of his maſterfhip , fir

George Tempeſt was elected a ſecond time

Grand Maſter ; and from the time of his elec

tion in 1714 to 1725, the Grand Lodge conti

nued regularly to aſſemble at York under the

direction of Charles Fairfax eſq. fir Walter

Hawkeſworth bart. Edward Bell eſq. Charles

Bathurſt efq. Edward Thomſon eſq. M. P. John

Johnſon M, D. and John Marſden eſq. all of

whom ,
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whom, in rotation, during the above period, re

gularly filled the office of Grand Maſter in the

North of England.

From this account, which is authenticated by

the books of the Grand Lodge at York, it apa

pears, that the revival of maſonry in the South

of England did not interfere with the proceed

ings of the fraternity in the North. For a fcrics

of years the moft perfect harmony ſubſiſted be

tween the two Grand Lodges, and private lodges

flouriſhed in both parts of the kingdom under

their ſeparate juriſdiction . The only diſtinction

which the Grand Lodge in the North appears to

have retained after the revival of maſonry in the

the South , is in the title which they claim,

viz . The Grand Lodge ofall England ; while the

Grand Lodge in the South paſſes only under the

denomination of The Grand Lodge of England.

The latter, on account of its ſituation , being en

couraged by ſome of the principal nobility, foon

acquired conſequence and reputation ; while the

former, reſtricted to fewer, though not lefs re

fpectable, members, ſeemed gradually to decline.

Till within theſe few years, however, the autho

rity of the Grand Lodge at York was never

challenged ; on thecontrary, every maſon in the

kingdom held that afſembly in the higheſt vene

ration, and conſidered himſelf bound by the

charges
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charges which originally ſprung from that

affembly. To be ranked as deſcendants of the

original York maſons, was the glory and boaſt

of the brethren in almoſt every country where

maſonry was eſtabliſhed ; and, from the pre

valence and univerſality of the idea , that in

the city of York maſonry was firſt eſtabliſhed

by charter, the maſons of England have received

tribute from the firſt ſtates in Europe. It is

much to be regretted, that any ſeparate intereſts

hould have deſtroyed the ſocial intercourſe of

maſons ; but it is no leſs remarkable than true,

that the brethren in the North and thoſe in the

Şouth are now in a manner unknown to each

other. Notwithſtanding the pitch of eminence

and fplendor at which the Grand Lodge in Lon

don has arrived , neither the lodges of Scotland

por Ireland court its correſpondence. This un

fortunate circumſtance has been attributed to the

introduction of ſome modern innovations among

the lodges in the South . As to the coolneſs

which has ſubfifted between the Grand Lodge at

York and the Grand Lodge in London, another

reaſon is aſſigned . A few brethren at York hav

ing, on ſome trivial occaſion, ſeceded from their

ancient lodge, they applied to London for a wara

rant of conſtitution . Without an inquiry into

the merits of the caſe, their application was ho

noured,
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noured . Inſtead of being recommended to the

Mother Lodge to be reſtored to favour, theſe

brethren were encouraged to revolt ; and per

mitted, under the banner of the Grand Lodge

at London , to open a new lodge in the city of

York itſelf. This illegal extenſion of power

juſtly offended the Grand Lodge at York , and

occaſioned a breach , which time, and a proper

attention to the rules of the Order, only can re

pair.

21

1

a

SECT. VIII..

.

DO

Hiſtory ofMaſonryfrom its Revival in the South of

England till the Death of King George I.

THE reputation of the Socicty being now

eſtabliſhed, many noblemen and gentlemen

of the firſt rank deſired to be received into the

lodges, which had increaſed conſiderably during

the adminiſtration of Mr. Payne. The buſineſs

of mafonry was found to be a pleaſing relaxation

from the fatigue of buſineſs ; and, uninfluenced

bypolitics or party, a happy union was thus ef

fected among the moſt reſpectable characters in

the kingdom .

On the 24th of June 1721 , Grand Maſter

Payne and his wardens, with the former grand

officers, and the maſters and wardens of twelve

lodges,

12

1

1
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lodges, met the Grand Mafter elect at the

Queen's Arms Tavern in St. Paul's Church

yard *, where the Grand Lodge was opened in

ample form . Having confirmed the proceed

ings of the laſt Grand Lodge, ſeveral gentlemen

were initiated into maſonry at the requeſt of the

duke of Montague ; and, among the reſt, Philip

lord Stanhope, afterwards earl of Cheſterfield .

From the Queen's Arms the Grand Lodge

marched in proceſſion in their clothing to Sta.

tioners '-hall in Ludgate -ftreet, where they were

joyfully received by one hundred and fifty bre

thren , properly clothed. The Grand Maſter

having made the firſt proceſſion round the hall,

took an affectionate leave of his brethren ; and,

being returned to his place, proclaimed the duke

of Montague his ſucceſſor for the enſuing year.

The general regulations compiled by Mr. Payne

in 1721t, and compared with the ancient re

cords and immemorial uſages of the fraternity ,

were read , and met with general approbation ;

after which Dr. Deſaguliers made an elegant

oration on the ſubject of maſonry.

Soon after his election , the Grand Maſter gave

convincing proofs of his zeal and attention, by

1

* The old lodge of St. Paul's, now the lodge of Antiquity ,

having been removed hither .

+ See the Book of Conſtitutions printed in 1723 .

command
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commanding Dr. Defaguliers and James Ander

fon , A. M. men of genius and education, to re

viſe, arrange, and digeſt the Gothic conſtitu

tions, old charges, and general regulations.

This taſk they faithfully executed ; and at the

enſuing Grand Lodge held at the Queen's Arms

St. Paul's Church -yard on the 27th of Decem

ber 1721 , being the feſtival of St. John the

Evangeliſt, they preſented the ſame for approba

tion . A committee of fourteen learned brothers

was then appointed to examine the manuſcript,

and to make their report ; and on this occaſion

feveral very entertaining lectures were delivered,

and much uſeful information given by ſome old

brethren .

At a Grand Lodge held at the Fountain Ta

vern in the Strand, in ample form , on the 25th

of March 1722, the committee reported , that

they had peruſed the manuſcript, containing the

hiſtory , charges, regulations, &c . of maſonry,

and, after ſome amendments, had approved

thereof. The Grand Lodge ordered the whole

to be prepared for the preſs, and printed with all

poſſible expedition . This order was ſtrictly

obeyed, and in little more than two years the

Book of Conſtitutions appeared in print, under

the following title : “ The Book of Conſtitutions

“ of the Free Maſons : containing the Hiſtory,

“ Charges,
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“ Charges, Regulations, &c. of that Moft An

“ cient and Right Worſhipful Fraternity. For

o the Uſe of the Lodges.” London, 1723 .

In January 1722-3 ; the duke of Montague

reſigned in favour of the duke of Wharton , who

was very ambitious to attain the office. His

grace's reſignation proceeded from the motive of

reconciling the brethren to this nobleman, who

had incurred their diſpleaſure, by having con

vened, in oppoſition to the refolutions of the

Grand Lodge, on the 25th of March , an

irregular afſembly of maſons at Stationers'

hall, on the feſtival of St. John the Baptiſt,

in order to get himſelf elected Grand Maf

ter. The duke of Wharton, fully ſenſible of

the impropriety of his conduct, publicly ac

knowledged his error ; and promiſing in future

a ftri & conformity and obedience to the reſolu

tions of the Society, was, with the general con

ſent of the brethren, approved as Grand Maf

ter elect for the enſuing year. His grace was

regularly inveſted and inſtalled on the 17th of

January 1722-3 by the Grand Maſter, and con

gratulated by upwards of twenty- five lodges,

who were preſent in the Grand Lodge on that

day. The diligence and attention of the duke

of Wharton to the duties of his office foon

eſtablifhed his reputation in the Society ; and

under
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under his patronage maſonry made a conſider

able progreſs in the South of England. During

his preſidency, the office of Grand Secretary was.

firſt eſtabliſhed , and William Cowper eſq. be

ing appointed, that gentleman executed the du

ties of the department ſeveral years.

The duke of Buccleugh ſucceeded the duke

of Wharton in 1723. This nobleman was no

leſs attached to maſonry than his predeceflor .

Being abfent on the annual feſtival, he was in

ſtalled by proxy at Merchant- taylors'-hall, in

preſence of 400 maſons.

His grace was ſucceeded in the following year

by the duke of Richmond , under whoſe admini..

ftration the Committee of Charitywas inſtituted .

Lord

CH

LS

"

TE

.

* The duke of Buccleugh firſt propoſed the ſcheme of raiſing

a general fund for diſtreiled maſons. Lord Paiſley , Dr. Deſagu .

liers, Colonel Houghton, and a few other brethren , ſupported the

duke's propoſition ; and the Grand Lodge appointed a committee

to conſider of the most effectual means of carrying the ſcheme

into execution. The report of the committee was tranſmitted

to the lodges, and afterward approved by the Grand Lodge. The

diſpoſal of the charity was firſt veſted in ſeven brethren ; but this

number being found too finall, nine more were added. It was

afterward refolved , that twelve maſters of contributing lodges,

in rotation , with the Grand Officers, ſhould form the Committee ;

and by another regulation ſince made, it has been determined,

that all Paſt and Preſent Grand Officers, with the Maſters of all

regular lodges which ſhall have contributed within twelve months

to the charity, Hall be members of the Committee.

N The
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Lord Paiſley, afterwards earl of Abercorn, beá

ing active in promoting this new eſtabliſhment ,

was elected Grand Maſter in the end of the year

1725. Being in the country at the time, his

lordſhip was inſtalled by proxy. During his ab

ſence, Dr. Defaguliers, who had been appointed

his deputy, was very attentive to the duties of

his office ; having viſited the lodges, and diligently

promoted maſonry. On his lordſhip's return to

town , the earl of Inchiquin was propoſed to fuc

ceed him , and was elected in February 1726 .

2

The Committee meets four times in the year, by virtue of a

fummons from the Grand Maſter or his Deputy . The petitions

of the brethren who apply for charity, are conſidered at theſe

meetings ; and if the petitioner be found a deſerving object, he is

immediately relieved with five pounds : if the circumſtances of

his cafe are of a peculiar nature, his petition is referred to the

next Communication, where he is relieved with any fum the com

mittee may have fpecified, not exceeding twenty guineas at one

time. By theſe means the diſtreſſed have always found ready re

lief from this general charity , which is ſolely ſupported by the

voluntary contributions of different lodges out of their private

fund , without being burdenſome on any member of the ſociety.

Thus the Committee of Charity has been eſtabliſhed among

the Free and accepted Mafons in London ; and though the fums

annually expended to relieve diſtreſſed brethren have, for ſeveral

years paſt , amounted to many thouſand pounds, there ſtill remains

a conſiderable fum in reſerve.

All complaints and informations are conſidered at the Com

mittee of Charity , from which a report is made to the next

Grand Lodge, where it is generally approved .

The

4
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The Society now flouriſhed in town and coun

try , and under the patronage of this noble

man the Art was propagated with confiderable

fucceſs. This period was rendered remarkable,

by the brethren of Wales firſt uniting under the

banner of the Grand Lodge of London . In

Wales are ſome venerable remains of ancient

mafonry, and many ſtately ruins of caſtles, exe

cuted in the Gothic ſtyle, which evidently de

monſtrate that the fraternity muſt have met with

encouragement in that kingdom in former times.

Soon after this happy union, the office of Pro

vincial Grand Maſter * was inſtituted, and the

firft deputation granted by earl Inchiquin, on

the 10th of May 1727, to Hugh Warburton efq.

for North Wales ; and on the 24th of June fol

lowing, to fir Edward Manſell bart. for South

6

+

*1

* A Provincial Grand Maſter is the immediate repreſenta

tive of the Grand Maſter in the diſtrict over which he is limited

to preſide ; and being inveſted with the power and honour of a

Deputy Grand Maſter in his province, may conftitute lodges

therein, if the conſent of the Maſters and Wardens of the lodges

already conſtituted within his diftriét have been obtained, and the

Grand Lodge in London has not diſapproved thereof.
He wears

the clothing of a Grand Officer , and ranks in all public affem .

blies immediately after Paft Deputy Grand Maſters . He muſt in

perſon , or by deputy , attend the quarterly meetings of the Maſters

and Wardens of the lodges in his diſtrict , and tranſmit to the

Grand Lodge, once in every year, the proceedings of thoſe meeto

ings, with a regular ſtate of the lodges under his juriſdiction .

N 2 Wales,
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Wales. The lodges in the country now began

to increaſe, and deputations were granted to ſe

veral gentlemen, to hold the office of Provincial

Grand Maſter in different parts of England, as

well as in ſome places abroad . where lodges had

been conſtituted by Engliſh maſons. During

the earl of Inchiquin's maſterſhip, a warrant

was iſſued for opening a new lodge at Gibraltar.

Among the variety of noble edifices which

were finiſhed during the preſidency of lord

Inchiquin, was that excellent ſtructure of the

church of St. Martin's in the Fields ; the foun .

dation ſtone of which, it being a royal pariſh

church, was laid, in the king's name, on the

29th of March 1721 , by brother Gibb the ar ,

chitect, in preſence of the Lord Almoner,

the ſurveyor general, and a large company of

maſons.

. In the beginning of June 1727, the death of

the king was announced. He was ſucceeded

in the throne of theſe kingdoms by his ſon

George II . who, with his queen Caroline, was

crowned at Weſtminſter on the with of Octo

ber following.

G

LU

SECT.
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SECT. IX.

Hiſtory of Maſonry in England during the Reign

of King George II.

THE firſt Grand Lodge after his majeſty's

acceſſion to the throne, was held at the

Devil Tavern , Temple-bar, on the 24th of June

1727 ; at which were preſent, the earl of Inchi

quin, Grand Maſter, his officers, and the Maſters

and Wardens of forty lodges . At this meeting

it was reſolved to extend the privilege of voting

in Grand Lodge to Paft Grand Wardens ; that

privilege having been heretofore reſtricted to

Paſt Grand Maſters, by a reſolution of 21ſt No

vember 1724 ; and to Paft Deputies, by another

reſolution of 28th February 1726.

The Grand Mafter having been obliged to

take a journey into Ireland before the expiration

of his office, his lordſhip tranſmitted a letter to

William Cowper eſq. his Deputy, requeſting

him to convene a Grand Lodge for the purpoſe

of nominating lord Colerane Grand Maſter

for the enſuing year. A Grand Lodge was ac

cordingly convened on the 19th of December

1727, when his lordſhip was regularly propoſed

Grand Maſter elect, and being unanimouſly

approved , on the 27th of the ſame month was

N3 duly
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duly inveſted with the enſigns of his high office

at a grand feaſt at Mercers’ -hall, in the preſence

ofa numerous company of the brethren . His

lordſhip attended two communications during

his maſterſhip, and ſeemed to pay conſiderable

attention to the duties of his office. He conſti

tuted feveral new lodges, and granted a deputa

tion to hold a lodge in St. Bernard's - ſtreet,

Madrid . At the laſt Grand Lodge under his

lordſhip’s auſpices, Dr. Deſaguliers moved, that

the ancient office of Stewards might be revived ,

to aſlift the Grand Wardens in preparing the

feaſt ; when it was agreed that their appointment

ſhould be annual, and the number reſtrictedto

twelve.

Lord Kingſton ſucceeded lord Colerane, and

wasinveſted with the enſigns of his high office

on the 27th of December 1728, at a grand feaſt

held at Mercers' -hall. His lordſhip’s zeal and

attachment for the fraternity were very confpi

euous, not only by his regular attendance on the

communications, but by his generous preſent to

the Grand Lodge, of a curious pedeſtal, a rich

cuſhion with gold knobs and fringes, a velvet

bag, and a new jewel fet in gold for the uſe of

the Secretary . During his lordſhip's adminiſtra

tion, the Society flouriſhed at home and abroad.

Many lodges were conſtituted , and among the

reit

1



OF MASONRY. 271

reſt, a deputation was granted to George Pom

fret eſq. authorifing him to open a new lodge

at Bengal. This gentleman firſt introduced

maſonry into the Engliſh ſettlements in India ,

where it has ſince made fo rapid á progreſs, that,

within theſe few years , upwards of fifty lodges

have been conſtituted there, eleven of which are

now held in Bengal. The annual remittances to

the charity and public funds of the Society from

this and the other factories of the Eaſt India

Company, amount to a conſiderable fum .

At a Grand Lodge held at the Devil Tavern

on the 27th of December 1729, Nathaniel

Blackerby eſq. the Deputy Grand Maſter, be:

ing in the chair, in the abſence of lord Kingſton ,

produced a letter from his lordſhip , authoriſing

him to propoſe the duke of Norfolk Grand

Mafter for the enſuing year. This nomination

meeting with general approbation, the uſual

compliments were paid to his grace, and he was

ſaluted Grand Maſter elect . At an aſſembly and

feaſt at Merchant-taylors'-hall on the 29th of

January following, his grace was duly inveſted

and inftalled , according to ancient form , in the

prefence of a numerous and brilliant company of

mafons. His grace's abſence in Italy ſoon after

his election, prevented him from attending any

more than onecommunication during his maſter

ſhip ;
N4



272 ILLUSTRATIONS

ſhip ; but the bufineſs of the Society was dili

gently executed by Mr. Blackerby his Deputy,

on whom the whole management devolved . His

grace was peculiarly attached to the Society ;

among other fignal proofs of his eſteem , he

tranſmitted from Venice to England the follow

ing noble preſents for the uſe of the Grand

Lodge : 1. Twenty pounds to the charity.

2. A large folio book, of the fineſt writing

paper, for the records of the Grand Lodge,

richly bound in Turkey and gilt, with a curious

frontiſpiece in vellum, containing the arms of

Norfolk , amply diſplayed, and a Latin inſcrip

tion of the family titles, with the arms of ma

fonry elegantly emblazoned. 3. A ſword of

ftate for the Grand Maſter, being the old truſty

ſword of Guſtavus Adolphus king of Sweden,

which was next' wore by his brave ſucceſſor in

war Bernard duke of Saxe-Weimar, with both

their names on the blade, and further enriched

with the arms of Norfolk in ſilver on the ſcab

bard . For theſe handſome preſents his grace

received the public thanks of the Society.

· It is not ſurpriſing that maſonry fhould flou

silh under ſo reſpectable a banner. His grace

appointed a Provincial Grand Maſter over the

lodges in the Circle of Lower Saxony, and

eſtabliſhed by deputation a Provincial Grand

Lodge

1
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Lodge at New Jerſey in America. A provin

cial patent was alſo made out under his auſpices

for Bengal. From this period we may date the

commencement of the conſequence and reputa

tion of the Society in Europe, daily applica

tions being made for eſtabliſhing new lodges, and

the moſt refpectable characters of the age deſiring

their names to be enrolled in our records,

The duke of Norfolk was ſucceeded by

lord Lovel, afterwards earl of Leiceſter, who

was inſtalled at Mercers ’-hall on the 29th of

March 1731. His lordſhip being at the time

much indiſpoſed with an ague, was obliged to

withdraw foon after his inſtallation . Lord

Colerane, however, acted as proxy during the

'feaſt . On the 14th of May, the firſt Grand

Lodge after lord Lovel's election was held at the

Roſe Tavern in Mary -le -bone, when it was

voted, that in future all Paſt Grand Maſters and

their Deputies ſhall be admitted members of

the quarterly Committees of Charity, and that

every committee ſhall have power to vote five

pounds for the relief of any diftrefed maſon ;

but no larger ſum , without the conſent of the

Grand Lodge in Communication being firſt had

and obtained . This reſolution is ſtill in force.

During the preſidency of lord Lovel, the nor

bility made a point of honouring the Grand

NS Lodge

1

i
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Lodge with their preſence. The dukes of Nor

folk and Richmond, the earl of Inchiquin , and

lords Colerane and Montagu , with ſeveral other -

perfons of diſtinction, feldom failed to give their

attendance ; and though the fübſcriptions from

the lodges were inconſiderable, the Society was

enabled to relieve many worthy objects with

ſmall fums. As an encouragement to gentle

men to accept the office of Steward , it was or

dered that in future each Steward ſhould have

the privilege of nominating his ſucceſſor at every

annual grand feaſt.

The moſt remarkable event of lord Lovel's

adminiſtration, was the initiation of Francis

duke of Lorraine, grand duke of Tuſcany, after

ward emperor of Germany. By virtue of a de

putation from his lordſhip , a lodge was held at

the Hague, where his highneſs was received

into the two firſt degrees of maſonry. At this

lodge Philip Stanhope earl of Cheſterfield, then

ambaffador there, prefided ; Strickland ,

eſq. acted as Deputy, and Mr. Benjamin Hadley

with a Dutch brother as Wardens. His high

hefs coming to England the ſame year, was ad

vanced to the third degree at an occaſional lodge

convened for the purpoſe at Houghton -hall in

Norfolk, the ſeat of fir Robert Walpole ; as was

alſo Thomas Pelham , duke of Newcaſtle .

The
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The Society being now in a very flouriſhing

ſtate, deputations were granted from England,

for eſtabliſhing lodges in Ruſſia and Spain.

Lord Viſcount Montagu was inſtalled Grand

Maſter at an aſſembly and feaſt at Merchant

Taylors'-hall on the 19th of April 1732. Among

the diſtinguiſhed perſonages preſent on that oc

cafion were, the dukes of Montagu and Rich

mond ; the earl of Strathmore ; and lords Cole

rane, Teynham, and Carpenter ; fir Francis

Drake and fir William Keith barts. and above

four hundred other brethren . At, this meeting

it was firſt propoſed to have a country feaft,

and agreed that the brethren ſhould dine toge

ther at Hampftead on the 24th of June, for

which purpoſe cards of invitation were ſent to

feveral of the nobility. On the day appointed,

the Grand Maſter and his Officers, the dukes

of Norfolk and Richmond, the earl of Strath

more, lords Carpenter and Teynham , and above

a hundred other brethren , met at the Spikes at

Hampſtead, where an elegant dinner was pro

vided . Soon after dinner, the Grand Maſter

reſigned the chair to lord Teynham, and from

that time till the expiration of his office never

attended another meeting of the Society . His .

lordfhip granted a deputation for conſtituting a

lodge at Valenciennes in French Flanders, and

N6 another

Et
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another for opening a new lodge at the Hotel de

Buſly in Paris. Several other lodges were alſo

conſtituted under his lordſhip’s auſpices ; but the

Society were particularly indebted to Thomas

Batſon efq. the Deputy Grand Maſter, who

was very attentive to the duties of his office,

and carefully ſuperintended the government of

the craft .

The earl of Strathmore ſucceeded lord Mon

tagu in the office of Grand Maſter, and being

in Scotland at the time, was inſtalled by proxy

at an affembly at Mercers’-hall on the 7th of June

1733. On the 13th of December a Grand

Lodge was held at the Devil tavern , at which

his lordſhip and his officers, the earl of Craw

ford, fir Robert Manſel, a number of Paft Grand

Officers, and the Maſters and Wardens of fifty

three lodges, were preſent. Several regulations

were confirmed at this meeting reſpecting the

Committee of Charity ; and it was determined,

that all complaints, in future to be brought be

fore the Grand Lodge, ſhould be previoufly ex

amined by the Committee, and from thence re

ferred to the next Communication.

: The hiſtory of the Society at this period

affords no remarkable incident to record . Some

conſiderable donations were collected , and diſtri

buted among diftreffed maſons, to encourage the

ſettlement
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ſettlement of a new colony which had been juſt

eſtabliſhed at Georgia in America. Lord Strath

.more thewed every attention to the duties of his

office, and regularly attended the meetings of

the Grand Lodge : under his auſpices the So

ciety flouriſhed at home and abroad , and many

genteel preſents were received from the Eaſt In

dies. Eleven German maſons applied for au

thority to open a new lodge at Hamburgh under

the patronage of the Grand Lodge of England ,

for which purpoſe his lordſhip was pleaſed to

grant a deputation ; and ſoon after, ſeveral other

lodges were conſtituted in Holland under the

Engliſh banner.

The earl of Strathmore was ſucceeded by the

earl of Crawford, who was inſtalled at Mercers'

hall on the 30th of March 1734. Public affairs

attracting his lordſhip's attention, the communi

cations duringhis adminiſtration were neglected .

After eleven months vacation, however, a

Grand Lodge was convened , at which his

lordſhip attended, and apologiſed for his long

abſence. In order to atone for his paſt omiſ.

fon, he commanded two communications to

be held in little more than ſix weeks. The

dukes of Richmond and Buccleugh , the earl

of Balcarras, lord Weymouth , and other emi

nent perſons, honoured the Grand Lodge with

.

I!
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their prefence during the earl of Crawford's

preſidency.

The moſt remarkable proceedings of the So

ciety at this period related to a new edition of

the Book of Conſtitutions, which brother James

Anderſon was ordered to prepare for the preſs

and which made its appearance in January 1738 ,

conſiderably enlarged and improved .

Among the new regulations which took

place under the adminiſtration of lord Craw

ford , was the following : That if any lodge

within the bills of mortality ſhall ceaſe to meet

twelve calendar months, the faid lodge ſhall be

erafed out of the liſt; and if re - inſtated, ſhall lole

its formerrank. Some additional privileges were

granted to the Stewards, in conſequence of an

application for that purpoſe ; and to encourage

gentlemen to ſerve the office, it was agreed,

chat in future all Grand Officers, the Grand

Maiter excepted, ſhall be elected out of that

body. A few reſolutions alſo paſſed , reſpect

ing illegal conventions of maſons, at which it

was reported many perſons had been initiated

into maſonry on ſmall and unworthy conſidera

tions.

The earl of Crawford ſeemsto have made the

firft encroachment on the juriſdiction of the

Grand Lodgein the city of York , by conſtitut

ing

z
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ing two lodges within their diſtrict ; and by

granting, without their conſent, three deputa

tions, one for Lancafhire, a ſecond for Dur

ham, and a third for Northumberland. This

circumſtance the Grand Lodge at York highly

seſented , and ever after viewed the proceedings

of the brethren in the metropolis with a jealous.

eye . All friendly intercourſe ceaſed, and the

York maſons from that moment conſidered their

intereſts diſtinct from that of the mafons under

the Grand Lodge in London * .

Lord Weymouth ſucceeded the earl of Craw

ford, and was inſtalled at Mercers’-hall on the

17th of April 1735 , in preſence of the dukes

of Richmond and Athol ; the earls of Crawford ,

Winchelſea, Balcarras, Wemys, and Loudon ;

the marquis of Beaumont; lords Cathcart and

2

2

* In confirmation of the above fact, I ſhall here inſert a para

graph copied from the Book of Conſtitutions publiſhed in 1738.

After inſerting a liſt of Provincial Grand Masters appointed for

different places abroad , it is thus expreſſed : “All theſe foreign

“ lodges are under the patronage of our Grand Maſter of England ;

“ but the old lodge at York city , and the lodges of Scotland,

* Ireland, France, and Italy , affecting independency, are under

“ their own Grand Maſters ; though they have the ſame conſti

« tutions, charges, regulations, &c. for ſubſtance, with their

“ brethren of England, and are equally zealous for the Auguftan

" ſtile , and the ſecrets of the ancient and honourable frater .

“ nity . " Book of Conftitutioms 1738, p. 1950

Vere
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Vere Bertie ; ſir Cecil.Wray and fir Edward

Manſel barts. and a ſplendid company of other

brethren. Several lodges wereconftituted during

lord Weymouth's preſidency ; and, among the

reft, the Stewards' Lodge. His lordfhip granted

a deputation to hold a lodge at the ſeat of the

duke of Richmond at Aubigny in France ; and ,

under his patronage, maſonry extended confider

ably in foreign countries . He iflued warrants

to open a new lodge at Liſbon , and another at

Savannah in Georgia ; and, by his ſpecial ap

pointment, provincial patents were made out for

South America, and Gambay in Weſt Africa .

Lord Weymouth never honoured any of the

communications with his preſence during his

preſidency ; but this omiſſion was leſs noticed ,

on account of the vigilance and attention of his

Deputy, John Ward, eſq. afterward lord vifo

count Dudley and Ward, who applied with the

utmoſt anxiety to every bufineſs which con

cerned the intereſt and well-being of the Society .

One circumſtance occurred while lord Wey

mouth was Grand Maſter, of which it may be

neceffary to take notice. The twelve Stewards,

with fir Robert Lawley, Maſter of the Stewards'

Lodge, at their head, appeared for the firſt time

in their new badges at a Grand Lodge held at

the Devil Tavern on the 11th of December

1735. On this occaſion they were not permitted

?
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to vote as individuals ; but it being afterwards

propoſed that they ſhould enjoy this privilege,

and that the Stewards' Lodge ſhould in future

be repreſented in Grand Lodge by twelve mem

bers, many lodges objected to the meaſure as an

encroachment on the privilege of every other

lodge under the conſtitution . When the motion

was put up for confirmation, ſuch a diſturb

ance enſued, that the Grand Lodge was obliged

to be cloſed before the ſentiments of the bre

thren could be collected on the ſubject. Of late

years the punctilio has been waved, and the

twelve Stewards are now permitted to vote in

every Communication as individuals *.

1 * It was not till the year 1770 that this privilege was ftri & iy

warranted ; wheri, at a Grand Lodge, on the 7th of February, at

the Crown and Anchor tavern in the Strand, the following reſo

lution paſſed : 56 As the right of the Members of the Stewards'

is Lodge in general to attend the Committee of Charity appears

« doubtful; no mention of ſuch right being made in the laws of

the Society, the Grand Lodge are of opinion, That they bave

bi no general right to attend ; but it is hereby reſolved, that the

66 Stewards' Lodge be allowed the privilege of ſending a number

6 of brethren, equal to any other four lodges, to every future

« Committee of Charity ; and that, as the Maſter of each private

os lodge only has a right to attend, to make a proper diſtinction

is between the Stewards ' lodge and the other lodges, that the

" Matter and three other members of that lodge be permitted to

6 attend at every ſucceeding Committee on behalf of the ſaid

« Lodge." This reſolution, however, was not intended to deprive

any lodge which had been previouſly conſtituted , of its regular

sank and precedence.

The

E,
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The earl of Loudon ſucceeded lord Wey

mouth, and was inſtalled Grand Maſter at Fiſh

mongers ’-hall on the 15th of April 1736. The

duke of Richmond ; the earls of Albemarle and

Crawford ; lords Harcourt, Erſkine, and South

well ; Mr. Anſtis. garter king at arms, Mr.

Brady lion king at arms, and a numerous

company of other brethren, were prefent on the

occafion . His lordſhip conſtituted ſeveral lodges ,

and granted three provincial deputations duré

ing his preſidency, viz . one for New England ,

another for South Carolina, and a third for

Cape Coaſt Caſtle in Africa.

The earl of Darnley was elected Grand Mafa

ter, and duly inſtalled at Fiſhmongers’-hall on

the 28th of April 1737, in preſence of the duke

of Richmond, the earls of Crawford and

Wemys, lord Gray, and many other refpect

able brethren . The moſt remarkable event of

his lordſhip’s adminiſtration, was the initiation

of the late Frederick prince of Wales, his pre

fent majeſty's father, at an occaſional lodge con

pened for the purpoſe at the palace of Kew,

over which Dr. Deſaguliers preſided as Maſter.

Lord Baltimore, col. Lumley, the hon . major

Madden, and ſeveral other brethren were pre

fent. His royal highneſs was advanced to the

Tecond degree at the ſame lodge ; and atanother

lodge,

52
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lodge, convened at the ſame place foon after,

raiſed to the degree of a maſter maſon .

There cannot be a better proof of the flourish

ing ſtate of the Society at this time, than by ad

verting to the reſpectable appearance of the bre

thren in Grand Lodge, which the Grand Maſter

never failed to attend . Upwards of ſixty lodges

were repreſented at every Communication dur

ing lord Darnley's adminiſtration , and more

Provincial patents iſſued by his lordſhip, than

by any of his predeceſſors. Deputations were

granted for Montſerratt, Geneva, the Circle of

Upper Saxony , the Coaſt of Africa, New York ,

and the Ifands of America * .

The marquis of Carnarvon, afterwards duke

of Chandos, ſucceeded lord Darnley in the office

of Grand Maſter, and was duly inveſted and con

gratulated at an afſembly and feaſt held at Fifh

mongers’-hall on the 27th of April 1738. At

this aſſembly, the duke of Richmond ; the earls

* At this time the authority granted by patent to a Provincial

Grand Maſter was limited to one year from his firſt public ap

pearance in that character within his province ; and if, at the ex

piration of that period, a new election by the lodges under his

juriſdiction did not take place, ſubject to the approbation of the

Grand Maſter, the patent was no longer valid , Hence we find ,

within the courſe of a few years, different appointments to the

Same ſtation ; 'but the office is now permanent, and the fole ape

pointment of the Grand Mafter.

of

1
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of Inchiquin , Loudon, and Kintore ; lords Cole

rane and Grey ; and a numerous company of

other brethren, were preſent. The marquis

ſhewed every attention to the Society during his

preſidency, and, in teſtimony of his eſteem,

preſented to the Grand Lodge a gold jewel for

the uſe of the Secretary ; the device, two croſs

pens in a knot ; the knot and points of the pens

being curiouſly enamelled. Two deputations for

the office of Provincial Grand Maſter were

granted by his lordſhip , one for the Caribbee

Ilands, and the other for the Weſt Riding of

Yorkſhire. This latter appointment was con•

ſidered as another encroachment on the juriſ.

diction of the Grand Lodge at York , and ſo

widened the original breach between the bre

thren in the North and the South of England,

that all future correſpondence between the two

Grand Lodges totally ceaſed .

On the 15th of Auguſt 1738, Frederick the

Great, afterwards king of Pruſſia, was initiated

into maſonry, in a lodge at Brunſwick, under

the Scots conſtitution, being at that time Prince

Royal. So highly did he approve of the inſtitu

tion , that, on his acceſſion to the throne, he

commanded a Grand Lodge to be formed at

Berlin, and for that purpoſe obtained a patent

from Edinburgh. Thus , was maſonry regularly

eſtabliſhed

11

TO
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eſtabliſhed in Pruſſia , and under that fanc

tion it has flouriſhed there ever ſince. His

majeſty's attachment to the Society foon induced

him to eſtabliſh ſeveral new regulations for the

advantage of the fraternity ; and among others,

he ordained, 1. That no perſon ſhould be made

a maſon , unleſs his character was unimpeachable ,

and his manner of living and profeſſion reſpecte

able. 2. That every member ſhould pay 25 rix

dollars (or 41. 3.) for the firſt degree ; 50 rix

dollars (or 81. 6s. ) on his being initiated into the

fecond degree ; and 100 rix-dollars on his being

made a maſter-maſon. 3. That he ſhould remain

at leaſt three months in each degree ; and that

every fum received ſhould be divided by the Grand

Treaſurer into three parts : one to defray the ex

pences ofthe lodge ; another to be applied for

the relief of diſtreſſed brethren ; and the third.

to be allotted to the poor in general.

No other remarkable occurrence is recorded to

hare happened during the adminiſtration of the

marquis of Carnarvon , except a propoſition for

eſtablifhing a plan to appropriate a portion of the

charity to place out the ſons of maſons appren

tices, which, after a long debate in Grand Lodge,

was rejected.

Some diſagreeable altercations aroſe in the

Society about this period. A number of diffatis

0

1
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fied brethren ſeparated themſelves from the re

gular lodges, and held meetings in different places

for the purpoſe of initiating perſons into ma

fonry , contrary to the laws of the Grand Lodge.

Theſe feceding brethren taking advantage of the

breach which had been made in the friendly in

tercourſe between the Grand Lodges of London

and York , on being cenſured for their conduct ,

immediately affumed , without authority, the

eharacter of York maſons. The meaſures

adopted to check them, ſtopped their progreſs

for ſome time; till, taking advantage of the ge

neral murmur which had ſpread abroad on ac

count of the innovations that had been intro

duced , and which ſeemed to authoriſe an omiffion

of, and a variation in , the ancient ceremonies,

they roſe again into notice . This imprudent

meaſure of the regular lodges offended many

old maſons; but, through the mediation of John

Ward eſq. afterwards lord viſcount Dudley and

Ward , matters were accommodated, and the

brethren ſeemingly reconciled . This , however,

proved only a temporary fufpenfion of hoftili.

ties, for the flame foon broke out anew, and

gave riſe to commotions, which afterward mate

rially interrupted the peace of the Society.

Lord Raymond fucceeded the marquis of

Carnarvon in May 1739, and under his lord

ſhip's
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hip's auſpices the lodges were numerous and

reſpectable. Notwithſtanding the Aouriſhing

ſtate of the Society, irregularities continued to

prevail, and ſeveral worthy brethren , ſtill adverſe

to the encroachments which had been made on

the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of the inſtitution , were

highly diſguſted at the imprudent proceedings of

the regular lodges. Complaints were preferred

at every ſucceeding committee, and the commu

nications fully employed in adjuſting differences

and reconciling animoſities. More feceffions

taking place, it became neceſſary to paſs votes

of cenſure on the moſt refractory, and to enact

laws to diſcourage irregular affociations of the

fraternity. This brought the power of the

Grand Lodge in queſtion ; and in oppoſition

to the laws which had been eſtabliſhed in that

affembly, lodges were formed without any legal

warrant, and perſons initiated into maſonry on

{mall and unworthy confiderations. To diſap

point the views of theſe deluded brethren, and

to diſtinguiſh the perſons initiated by them , the

Grand Lodge readily acquiefced in the impru

dent meaſures which the regular mafons had

adopted, meaſures which even the urgency of

the caſe could not warrant. Though this had

the intended effect, it gave riſe to a new ſub

terfuge. The brethren who had feceded from

the
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the regular lodges immediately announced inde

pendency, and aſſumed the appellation of ancient:

maſons. They propagated an opinion, that the

ancient tenets and practices of maſonry were

preſerved by them ; and that the regular lodges,

being compoſed of modern mafons, had adopted

new plans, and were not to be conſidered as

acting under the old eſtabliſhment. To coun-'

teract the regulations of the Grand Lodge, they

inſtituted a new Grand Lodge in London, pro

fefledly on the ancient ſyſtem , and under that

affumed banner conſtituted ſeveral new lodges.

Theſe irregular proceedings they pretended to

juſtify under the feigned fanction of the Ancient

York Conſtitution , and many gentlemen of re

putation were introduced among them , ſo that

their lodges daily increaſed . Without authority

from the Grand Lodge at York, or from any

other eſtabliſhed power in maſonry, they perſe

vered in the meaſures they had adopted , formed

committees, held communications, and appointed

annual feaſts. Under the falſe appellation of

the York banner, they gained the countenance

of the Scotch and Iriſh maſons, who, placing

implicit confidence in the repreſentations made

to them , heartily joined in condemning the

meaſures of the regular lodges in London , as

tending, in their opinion, to introduce novelties

into
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into the Society, and to ſubvert the original plan

of the inſtitution . The irregular maſons in

London having thus acquired an eftabliſhment,

noblemen of both kingdomshonoured them with

their patronage for ſome time, and many reſpect

able names and lodges were added to their lift.

Of late years, however, the fallacy has been de

tected, and they have not been fo ſucceſsful ;

many of their beſt members have deſerted them ,

and a number of lodges have renounced their

banner , and come under the patronage of the

Grand Lodge of England.

During the preſidency of lord Raymond, no

conſiderable addition was made to the liſt of

lodges, and the communications were ſeldom

honoured with the company of the nobility. His

lordſhip granted only one deputation for a pro

vincial Grand Maſter during his preſidency, viz.

for Savoy, and Piedmont.

The earl of Kintore ſucceeded lord Raymond

in April 1740 ; and, in imitation of his prede

ceffor , continued to diſcourage irregularities.

Has lord ſhip appointed ſeveral provincials : par

ticularly , one for Ruſſia ; one for Hamburgh

and the Circle of Lower Saxony ; one for the

Weſt Riding of York, in the room of William

Horton eſq. deceaſed ; and one for the iſland

of Barbadoes.

O The

1
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- The earl of Morton was elected on the 19th

of March following, and inſtalled with great

folemnity the ſame day at Haberdaſhers’-hall, in

preſence of a reſpectable company of the nobi

lity, foreign ambaſſadors, and others. Several

ſeaſonable laws were paffed during his lordſhip's

maſterſhip , and ſome regulations made concern

ing proceſſions and other ceremonies. His lord

Tip preſented a ſtaff of office to the Treaſurer,

of neat workmanſhip, blue and tipt with gold ;

and the Grand Lodge reſolved , that this officer

ſhould be annually elected , and , with the Se

cretary and Sword -bearer, be permitted to rank

in future as a member of the Grand Lodge. A

large cornelian ſeal, with the arms of maſonry,

ſet in gold , was preſented to the Society, at this

time, by brother Vaughan, the Senior Grand

Warden ; and William Vaughan eſq. was ap

pointed by his lordſhip Provincial Grand Maſter

for North Wales.

Lord Ward ſucceeded the earl of Morton in

April 1742. His lordſhip was well acquainted

with the nature and government of the Society,

having ſerved every office from the Secretary in

a private lodge to that of Grand Maſter. His

lordſhip loſt no time in applying effectual reme

dies to reconcile the animofities which pre

vailed ; he recommended to his officers, vigi

2 lance

1
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lance and care in their different departments ;

and, by his own conduct, fet a noble example

how the dignity of the Society ought to be ſup

ported. Many lodges, which were in a declin

ing ſtate, by his advice, coalefced with others in

better circumſtances ; fome, which had been

negligent in their attendance on the communica

tions, after proper admonitions were reſtored to

favour ; and others, which perſevered in their

contumacy, were erafed out of the liſt. Thus

his lordſhip manifeſted his regard for the intereſts

of the Society, while his lenity and forbearance

were univerſally admired.

The unanimity and harmony of the lodges

feemed to be perfectly reſtored under his lord

ſhip’s adminiſtration . The free -maſons at An

tigua built a large hall in that iſland for their

meetings, and applied to the Grand Lodge for

liberty to be ſtyled the Great Lodge of St. John's

in Antigua, which favour was granted to them

in April 1744 .

Lord Wárd continued two years at the head

of the fraternity, during which time he conti

tuted many lodges, and appointed ſeveral Pro

vincial Grand Maſters ; viz . one for Lancaiter,

one for North America, and three for the iſland

of Jamaica. He was ſucceeded by the earl of

Strathmore, during whoſe adminiſtration, being

abfentO 2
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abſent the whole time, the care and management

of the Society devolved on the other Grand

Officers, who carefully ſtudied the general good

of the fraternity. His lordſhip appointed a

Provincial Grand Maſter for the iſland of Ber

muda .

Lord Cranſtoun was elected Grand Maſter in

April 1745 , and preſided over the fraternity

with great reputation two years. Under his

auſpices maſonry flouriſhed , ſeveral new lodges

were conſtituted , and one Provincial Grand

Maſter was appointed for Cape Breton and

Louiſbourg. By a reſolution of the Grand

Lodge at this time it was ordered, that public

proceſſions on feaſt- days ſhould be diſcontinued ;

occaſioned by ſome mock proceſſions, which a

few diſguſted brethren had formed, in order to

burleſque thoſe public appearances .

Lord Byron ſucceeded lord Cranſtoun , and

was inſtalled at Drapers’-hall on the 30th of

April 1747. The laws of the committee of

charity were, by his lordſhip's order, reviſed,

printed, and diſtributed among the lodges, and a

handſome contribution to the general charity was

received from the lodge at Gibraltar. During

five years that his lordſhip preſided over the fra

ternity, no diligence was ſpared to preſerve the

privileges of maſonry inviolable, to redreſs griev,

ances,

3
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ances , and to relieve diſtrefs. When buſineſs

requiredhis lordſhip’s attendance in the country,

Fotherley Baker eſq. his Deputy, and Secretary

Revis, were particularly attentive to the bu

finefs of the Society. The former was diſtin

guiſhed by his knowledge of the laws and re

gulations; the latter, by his long and faithful

ſervices. Under the auſpices of lord Byron,

provincial patents were iſſued for Denmark

and Norway, Pennſylvania, Minorca, and New

York .

On the 20th of March 1752, lord Carysfort

accepted the office of Grand Mafter. The good

effects of his lordſhip’s application to the real

intereſts of the fraternity foon became viſible,

by the great increaſe of the public fund . ' No

Grand Officer ever took more pains to preferve,

or was more attentive to recommend, orderand

decorum . He was ready, on all occaſions, to

viſit the lodges in perfon, and to promote hara

mony among the members. Dr. Manningham ,

his Deputy, was no lefs vigilant in the execution

of his duty. Heconſtantly viſited the lodges in

his lordſhip's abſence, and uſed every endeavour

to cement union among the brethren. The

whole proceedings of this active officer were

conducted with prudence, and his candor and

affability gained him univerfal eſteem . The

Grand
O 3
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Grand Maſter's attachment to the Society was

ſo obvious, that the brethren , in teftimony of

their gratitude for his lordſhip’s great ſervices,

re -elected him on the 3d of April 1753 ; and

during his preſidency, provincial patents were

ifſued for Gibraltar, the Bahama Iflands, New

York, Guernſey, Jerſey , Alderney, Sark , and

Mann ; alſo for Cornwall, and the counties of

Worceſter, Glouceſter, Salop, Monmouth, and

Hereford .

The marquis of Carnarvon (afterward duke of

Chandos) ſucceeded lord Carysfort in March

1754. He began his adminiſtration by order

ing the Book of Conſtitutions to be reprinted,

under the inſpection of a committee, conſiſting

of the Grand Officers, and ſome other reſpectable

brethren . The Grand Maſter's zeal and attention

to the true intereſts of the Society were ſhewn

on every occaſion . He preſented to the Grand

Lodge, a large filver jewel, gilt, for the uſe of .

the Treaſurer, being croſs keys in a knot, ena

melled with blue; and gave ſeveral other proofs

of his attachment.

Soon after the election of the marquis of

Carnarvon , the Grand Lodge took into conſider :

ation a complaint againſt certain brethren, for

aſſembling, without any legal authority, under

the denomination of ancient mafors ; who, as

ſuch ,

2



OF MASONRY.
295

fuch, conſidered themſelves independent of the

Society, and not ſubject to the laws of the

Grand Lodge, or to the control of the Grand

Maſter. Dr. Manningham, the Deputy Grand

Maſter, pointed out the neceſſity of diſcouraging

their meetings, as being contrary to the laws of

the Society, and openly ſubverſive of the alle

giance due to the Grand Maſter. On this re

preſentation the Grand Lodge reſolved, that the

meeting of any brethren under the denomina

tion of maſons, other than as brethren of the

ancient and honourable Society of Free and Ac

cepted Maſons eſtabliſhed upon the univerſal

fyftem , is inconſiſtent with the honour and in

tereft of the craft, and a high inſult on the

Grand Maſter and the whole body of mafons.

In conſequence of this reſolution, fourteen bre

thren , who were members of a lodge held at the

Ben Jonſon's head in Pelham - ſtreet, Spitalfields,

were expelled the Society, and that lodge was

ordered to be eraſed out of the liſt .

No preceding Grand Maſter granted ſo many

provincial deputations as the marquis of Cars

narvon ; in leſs than two years the follow

ing patents were iffued ; 1. for South Carolina;

2. for South Wales ; 3. for Antigua ; 4. for all

North America where no former provincial was

appointed ; 5. for Barbadoes, and all other his

majeſty's
04
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majeſty's iſlands to the windward of Guada

loupe; 6. for St. Euftatius, Cuba, and St. Mar.

tin's, Dutch Caribbee iſlands in America ; 7. fot

Scilly, and the adjacent ißands ; 8. for all his

majeſty's dominions in Germany, with a power

to chuſe their fucceffors ; and 9. for the County

Palatine of Cheſter, and the City and County of

Chefter. The greater part of theſe appoint

mentsappear to have been mere honorary grants

in favour of individuals,few ofthem having been

attended with advantage to the Society.

· The marquis of Carnarvon continued to pre

fide over the fraternity till the 18th of May 1757)

when he was fucceeded by lordAberdour ; duro

ing whoſe maſterſhip the Grand Lodge votedy

among other charities, the ſum of fifty pounds

to be ſent to Germany, to be diſtributed among

ſuch of the ſoldiers as were mafons in prince Fer ;

dinand's army, whether Engliſh , Hanoverians,

or. Heffians. This ſum was ſoon after remitted

to general Kingſley for the intended purpofe.

Such was the fate of maſonry during the

reign of George II. On the 5th of October

1760, his majeſty, being ſuddenly ſeized at his

palace at Kenſington , by a violent diſorder, fell

down ſpeechleſs ; and notwithſtanding every en

deavour to effect his recovery, foon expired, in

the 77th year of his age, and the 34th of his

reign.

***
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reign . It may be truly faid, that this period was

the golden æra of maſonry in England , the

fciences were cultivated and improved , the royal

art was diligently propagated, and true architec

ture clearly underſtood ; the fraternity were ho

moured and eſteemed ; the lodges patronifed by

exalted characters ; and charity, humanity, and

benevolence, were the diſtinguiſhing character

istics of maſons.

SECT. X.

Hiſtory ofMafonry in the South of England from the

Acceſſion of GeorgeIII. to the end of theyear 1779.

ON
N the 6th of October 1760, his preſent mam

jeſty. George III . was proclaimed . No prince

ever aſcended the throne , whoſe:private virtues

and amiable character had ſo juftly endeared

him to his people. To ſee a native of England

the ſovereign of theſe realms, afforded the moſt

glorious proſpect of fixing our happy conftitu

tion in church and ſtate on the firmeſt bafe.

Under ſuch a patron the polite arts could not

fail of meeting with every encouragement'; and

to the honour of his majeſty it is to be obſerved ,

that, ſince his acceflion to the throne, by his

royal munificence no pains have been fpared to

explore diftant regions in purſuit of uſeful know

ledge, and to diffuſe ſcience throughout every

part of his dominions.

05
Maſonry
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Maſonry now flouriſhed at home and abroad

under the Engliſh Conſtitution, and lord Aber

dour continued at the head of the fraternity

five years, during which time the public feſti

vals and quarterly communications were re

gularly held. His lordſhip equalled any of his

predeceffors in the number of appointments

to the office of Provincial Grand Maſter, hay

ing granted the following deputations : 1. for

Antigua and the Leeward Caribbee Iflands ;

2. for the town of Norwich and county of Nor

folk ; 3. for the Bahama Iſlands, in the room of

the governor deceaſed ; 4. for Hamburgh and

Lower Saxony; 5. for Guadaloupe ; 6. for Lan

caſter ; 7. for the province of Georgia ; 8. for

Canada ; 9. for.Andaluſia , and places adjacent ;

10., for Bermuda ; 11. for Carolina ; 12. for

Muſquito Shore ; and 13. for Eaſt India . The

ſecond of theſe appointments, viz . for Norwich ,

is that by which the Society has been moſt

benefited. By the diligence and attention of

the late Edward Bacon eſq. to whom the patent

was firſt granted, the lodges in Norwich and

Norfolk conſiderably increaſed, and maſonry

was regularly conducted in that province under

his inſpection for many years.

Lord Aberdour held the office of GrandMaſter

till the 3d of May 1762,when he was fucceeded

by

1
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by earl Ferrers, during whoſe preſidency nothing

remarkable occurred . The Society ſeems at this

time to have loſt much of its conſequence ; the

general aſſemblies and communications not hav

ing been honoured with the preſence of the

nobility as formerly, and many lodges eraſed out

of the liſt for non-attendance on the duties of

the Grand Lodge *. By the diligence and atten

tion, however, of the late general John Salter ,

then Deputy Grand Maſter, the buſineſs of the

Society was carried on with regularity, and the

fund of charity conſiderably increaſed. Provine

cial patents were made out during earl. Ferrers's

prefidency ; 1. for Jamaica ; 2. for Eaſt India ,

where no particular provincial was before ap

pointed ; 3. for Cornwall ; 4. for Armenia ;

5 . for Weſtphalia.; 6. for Bombay ; 7. for the

Dukedom of Brunſwick ; 8. for the Grenades,

St. Vincent, Dominica , Tobago , & e.; and 9. for

Canada. From theſe appointments no confider

able emoluments have refulted to the Society, cr

cepting from the third and fixth ; George Belį for

Cornwall.; and James Todd for Bombay. Both

theſe gentlemen were particularly attentive to

the duties of their reſpective offices, eſpecially

* Since this period . new Conſtitutions have been too eaſily

granted , and lodges multiplied beyond proportion, to ſuit the views

of interested perſonsi

06
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the former, to whom the Society is in a great

meaſure indebted for the flourishing ſtate of ma

fonry in Cornwall.

On the 8th of May 1764, lord Blaney was

elected Grand Maſter, at an afſembly and feaſt

at Vintners -hall. His lordſhip not being pre

ſent, lord Ferrers inveſted John Revis eſq. late

Deputy Grand Maſter, as his lordſhip's proxy

His lordfhip continued in office two years, dur

ing which time, being chiefly in Ireland, the bu

fineſs of the Society was faithfully execụted by

his deputy, general Salter, an active and vigilant

officer. The ſcheme of opening a ſubſcription

for the purchaſe of furniture for the Grand

Lodge was agitated about this time, and ſome

money collected for the purpoſe ; but the deſign

dropt for want of encouragement. A new edi

tion of the Book of Conſtitutions was ordered

to be printed under the inſpection of a com

mittee, with a continuation of the proceedings

of the Society ſince the publication of the laſt

edition.

The moſt remarkable event of lord Blaney's

preſidency, was the initiation of their royal high

nefles the dukes of Glouceſter and Cumberland ;

the former, at an occaſional lodge aſſembled at

the Horn tavern Weſtminſter, on the 16th of Fe

bruary 1766, at which his lordſhip preſided in

perſon ,
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perfon ; the latter, at an occaſional lodge affem

bled at the Thatched Houſe tavern in St. James's

kreet, under the direction of general Salter.

The following deputations for the office of

Provincial Grand Maſter were granted by lord

Blaney : 1. for Barbadoes; 2. for Upper Saxony ;

3. for Stockholm ; 4. for Virginia ; 5. for Ben

gal ; 6. for Italy ; 7. for the Upper and Lower

Rhine, and the Circle of Franconia ; 8. for

Antigua ; 9. for the Electorate of Saxony ;

10. for Madras, and its dependencies ; 11. for

Hampſhire ; and 12. for Montſerrat. The fifth ,

tenth, and eleventh of theſe appointments have

been faithfully executed . By the indefatigable

aſſiduity of that truly maſonic luminary, Thomas

Dunckerley eſq. in whoſe favour the appoint

ment for Hampſhire was firft made out, maſonry

has made conſiderable progreſs, not only within

that province, but in many other counties in

England. Since his firſt appointment to this

office , he has accepted the ſuperintendence of

thelodges in Dorfetſhire, Efex, Glouceſterſhire,

Somerſetſhire, and Herefordſhire * The re

* In grateful teſtimony of the zealous and indefatigable ex.

trtions of this gentleman for many years , to promote the honour

and intereſt of the Society, the Grand Lodge has reſolved , that

he ſhall rank as a Paft Senior Grand Warden , and in all proceſ-

fions take place next the preient Senior Grand Warden for the

time being.

vival
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vival of the Bengal andMadras appointmentshave

been alſo attended with ſucceſs, as the late liberal

remittances from the Eaſt Indies amply thew. ;.

--, Among ſeveral regulations reſpecting the fees

of conftitutions, and other matters'which paffed

during lord Blaney's adminiftration , was the fol

lowing : That as the Grand Lodge entertained

the higheſt ſenſe of the honour conferred on

the Society by the initiation of the dukes of

Gloucefter, and Cumberland ; it was reſolved ,

that each of their royal highnefles ſhould be pre

fented with an apron, lined with blue filk ; and

that, in all fature proceflions, they ſhould rank

as Paſt Grand Maſters, next to the Grand Offi

cers for the time being. The fame compliment

was alſo paid to their royal brother the late duke

of York, who had been initiated into maſonry

while on his travels.

The duke of Beaufort ſucceeded lord Blaney ,

and was inſtalled by proxy at Merchant- Taylors'

hall on the 27th of April 1767. Under the

patronage of his grace the Society flouriſhed.

In the beginning of 1768, two letters were ren

ceived from the Grand Lodge of France , ex

preſling a deſire of opening a regular corre

fpondence with the Grand Lodge of England.

This was cheerfully agreed to ; and a Book of

Conftitutions, a liſt of the lodges under the

conftitution

2
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conſtitution of England , with the form of a de

putation, elegantly bound, were ordered to be ſent

as a preſent to the Grand Lodge of France.

Several regulations for the future government

of the Society were made about this time, parti

.cularly one reſpecting the office of Provincial

Grand Maſter. At a Grand Lodge held at the

Crown and Anchor tavern in the Strand, on

the 29th of April 1768, it was reſolved that

ten guineas ſhould be paid to the fund of

charity on the appointment of every Provincial

Grand Maſter who had not ſerved the office of

Grand Steward.

The moſt remarkable occurrence during the

adminiſtration of the duke of Beaufort, was the

plan of an incorporation by royal charter. At

a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and Anchor

tavern on the 28th of October 1768, a report

was made from the Committee of Charity held

on the 21ſt of thatmonth , at the Horn tavern

in Fleet- ſtreet, of the Grand Maſter's intentions

to have the Society incorporated, if it met with

the approbation of the brethren ; ' the advantages

of ſuch a meaſure were fully explained, and a

plan for the purpoſe was ſubmitted to the con

fideration of the committee . The plan being

approved, the thanks of the Grand Lodge were

voted to the Grand Maſter, for his attention to

the
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the intereſtsand proſperity of the Society. The

hon. Charles Dillon , then Deputy Grand Maſter,

informed the brethren , that hehad ſubmitted to

the committee a plan for raiſing a fund to build

a hall , and purchafe jewels, furniture , & c . for

the Grand Lodge, independent of the general

fund of charity ; the carrying of which into ex

ecution, he apprehended, would be a proper pre

lude to an incorporation, ſhould it be the wiſh

of the Society to obtain a charter. The plan

being laid before the commanication , ſeveral

amendments were made, and the whole referred .

to the next Grand Lodge for confirmation. In

the mean time it was reſolved , that the ſaid plan

ſhould be printed , and tranſmitted to all the

lodges on record * The duke of Beaufort finding

that the Society approved ofincorporation ,contri

buted his beſt endeavours to carry the defign into

immediate execution : though at firſt he was op

poſed by a few brethren , who miſconceived his

good intentions , he perſevered in promoting every

meaſure that might facilitate the plan ; and a

copy of the intended charter was ſoon after

printed, and diſperſed among the lodges. Before

07

* This plan confifted chiedy of certain fees to be paid by the

Grand Officers annually, by new lodges at their conſtitution ,

by ,brethren at initiation into maſonry, or admiflion into lodges

as members, &c .

the

1
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the Society, however,hadicome toanydetermined

reſolution on the buſineſs, the members of a

reſpectable lodge, then held at the Half Moon

tavern Cheapſide, entered a caveat in the attore

ney-general's office , againſt the incorporation ;

and this circumſtance being reported to the Grand

Lodge, an impeachment was laid againſt that

lodge, for unwarrantably expofing the private res

folutions of the Grand Lodge ; and it being de

termined that the members of the faid lodge had

been guilty of a great offence, in preſuming to

oppoſe the reſolutions of the Grand Lodge, and

endeavouring to fruſtrate the intentions of

the Society, a motion was made, That" it

should be erafed from the lift of lodges; but,

on the Mafter of the lodge, acknowledging the

fault, and, in the name of himſelf and his brea

thren, making a proper apology, the motion was

withdrawn, and the offence forgiven. From the

return of the different lodges it appeared, that

one hundred and fixty-eight had voted for the

incorporation, and only - forty-three againſt it ;

upon which a motion was made in Grand Lodge,

on the 28th of April 1769, that the Society

fhould be incorporated , which was carried in

the affirmative by a great majority.

At a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and

Anchor tavern on the 27th of October 17691

ie
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it was refolved , That the fum of 13001. then

ſtanding in the names of Rowland Berkeley efq.

the Grand Treaſurer, and Mr. Arthur Beardmore

and Mr. Richard Neviſon his ſureties, in the

three per cent. bank conſolidated annuities, in

truſt for the Society, be transferred into thenames

of the preſent Grand Officers ; and at an Extra

ordinary Grand Lodge on the 29th of November

following, the Society was informed that Mr.

Beardmore had refuſed to join in the transfer

upon which it was reſolved that letters ſhould be

ſent, in the name of the Society, ligned by the

acting Grand Officers, to lord Blaney the Paſt

Grand Maſter, and to his Deputy and Wardens,

to whom the Grand Treaſurer and his ſureties

had given bond, requeſting their concurrence

in the reſolutions of the Grand Lodge of the

29th of Odober laſt. Mr. Beardmore, however ,

dying ſoon after, the deſire of the Grand Lodge

was complied with by Mr. Neviſon , and the

transfer regularly made.

At a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and

Anchor tavern on the 25th of April 1770, the

Provincial Grand Maſter for foreign lodges ac

quainted the Society, that he had lately received

a letter from Charles baron de Boetzelaer,

Grand Maſter of the National Grand Lodge of

the United Provinces of Holland and their de :

pendencies,

12
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pendencies, requeſting to be acknowledged as

ſuch by the Grand LodgeofEngland, whoſe ſuo

periority he confeffed ; and promiſing, that if

the Grand Lodge of England would agree in

future not to conſtitute any new lodge within

his juriſdiction , the Grand Lodge of Holland

would obſerve the ſame reſtriction with reſpect

to all parts of the world where lodges were al

ready eſtabliſhed under the patronage of England.

Upon theſe terms he requeſted that a firm and

friendly alliance might be eſtabliſhed between

the Officers of both Grand Lodges, an annual

correſpondence carried on, and each Grand

Lodge regularly made acquainted once in

every year with the moſt material tranſactions

of the other. On this report being made,

the Grand Lodge agreed, that ſuch an alliance

or compact ſhould be immediately entered into,

and executed, agreeably to baron de Boetzelaer's

requeſt.,

In 1771, a bill was brought into parliament

by the hon. Charles Dillon, then Deputy Grand

Mafter, for incorporating the Society by act of

parliament; but on the ſecond reading of the bill,

it having been oppoſed by Mr. Onflow , at the de

fire of ſeveral brethren , who had petitioned the

houſe againſt it, Mr. Dillon moved to poſtpone

the confideration of it fine die ; and thus the de

ligni of an incorporation fell to the ground.1

The
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The duke of Beaufort conſtituted ſeveral new

lodges, and granted the following provincial de

putations, during his preſidency : 1. for South

Carolina ; 2. Jamaica ; 3. Barbadoes ; 4. Naples

and Sicily ; 5. the Empisa of Ruffia ; and 6. the

Auſtrian Netherlands. The increaſe of foreign

lodges occafioned the inſtitution of a new officer,

a Provincial Grand Maſter for foreign lodges in

general ; and Ms grace accordingly nominated a :

gentleman for that office. He alſo appointed

Provincial Grand Mafters for Kent, Suffolk , X

Lancaſhire, and Cumberland. Another new ap

pointment likewiſe took place during his grace's

adminiſtration, viz. the office of General In

fpectors or Provincial Grand Maſters for lodges

within the bills of mortality ; but the majority of

the lodges in London diſapproving the appoint

ment, the authority was ſoon after withdrawn.

Lord Petre fucceeded the duke of Beaufort

on the 4th of May 1772, when ſeveral regula

tions were made for better ſecuring the property

belonging to the Society. A confiderable fum

having been ſubſcribed for the purpoſe of build ,

ing a hall , a committee was appointed to ſuper

intend the management of that buſineſs. Every

meafure was adopted to enforce the laws for

raiſing a new fund to carry the deſigns of the

Society into execution , and no pains were ſpared

by
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Tenis by the committee to complete the purpoſe of

their appointment. By their report to the Grand

Lodge on the 27th of April 1774, it appeared,

that they had contracted for the purchaſe of a

plot of ground and premiſes, conſiſting of two

large commodious dwelling -houſes, and a large

Iz garden , ſituated in Great Queen -ſtreet, Line

chocoln's-Inn -Fields, late in the poffeffion of Philip

Carteręt Webb eſq. deceaſed, the particulars

of which were ſpecified in a plan then delivered ;

that the real value appeared to be 3,205 1. at the

leaſt, but that 3,1801 . was the fum contracted

to be paid for the premiſes ; that the front houſe

might produce gol. per annum, and the back

houſe would furniſh commodious committee

rooms, offices, kitchens, &c. and that the garden

was fufficiently large to contain a complete hall

for the uſe of the Society, the expence of which

was calculated not to exceed 30col.* This re

port met with general approbation. Lord Petre,

the dukes of Beaufort and Chandos, earl Ferrers,

and lord viſcount Dudley and Ward, were ap

pointed truſtees for the Society, and the convey

* Notwithſtanding this eſtimate, it appears by the Grand Trea

infurer's accounts, that above 20,000 1. have been expended on this

building, and that there ftill remains a confiderable debt due from

the hall fund to fundry tradeſmen , excluſive of an annuity of 250l.

an account of a tontine.

3:
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ance of the premiſes purchafed was made in

their names.

On the 22d of February 1775 , the hall com

mittee reported to the Grand Lodge, that a

plan had been propoſed and approved for raiſing

soool. to complete the deſigns of the Society ,

by granting annuities for lives, with benefit of

ſurvivorſhip ; a plan nowknown under the name

of Tontine. It was accordingly reſolved, That

there ſhould be one hundred lives at gol. each ;

that the whole premiſes belonging to the Society

in Great Queen -ſtreet, with the hall to be built

thereon , ſhould be veſted in truſtees, as a ſecurity

to the ſubſcribers, who ſhould be paid 51. per

cent. for their money advanced, the whole in

tereft amounting to 250l. per annum ; that this

intereſt ſhould be divided among the ſubſcribers,

and the ſurvivors or ſurvivor of them ; and,

uponi the death of the laſt ſurvivor, the whole

to determine for the benefit of the Society .

The Grand Lodge approving the plan, the fub

fcription immediately commenced , and in leſs

than three months was complete ; upon which

the truſtees of the Society conveyed the eſtate

to the truſtees of the tontine, in purſuance of

a reſolution of the Grand Lodge for that pur

poſe.

On
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On the ift of May 1775, the foundation - ſtone *

of the new hall was laid in ſolemn formt, in the

• Within the foundation - ſtone was depoſited a plate, with the

following inſcription :

ANNO REGNI GEORGII TERTII QUINDECIMO,

SALUTIS HUMANÆ, MDCCLXXV. MENSIS MAII DIE

PRIMO,

HUNC PRIMUM LAPIDEM,

AULÆ LATOMORUM,

( ANGLICE, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS)

POSUERIT

HONORATISSIMUS ROB . EDV. DOM. PETRE, BARO

PETRE, DE WRITTLE,

SUMMUS LATOMORUM ANGLIÆ MAGISTER ;

ASSIDENTIBUS

VIRO ORNATISSIMO ROWLANDO HOLT, ARMI

GERO,

SUMMI MAGISTRI DEPUTATO ;

VIRIS ORNATISSIMIS

JOH. HATCH ET HEN. DAGGE,

SUMMIS GUBERNATORIBUS ;

PLENOQUE CORAM FRATRUM CONCURSU ;

QUO ETIAM TEMPORE REGUM, PRINCIPIUMQUE

- VIRORUM FAVORE,

STUDIOQUE SUSTENTATUM-MAXIMOS PER

EUROPAM

HONORES OCCUPAVERAT

NOMEN LATOMORUM,

CUI INSUPER NOMINI SUMMUM ANGLIÆ CON.

VENTUM PRÆSSE FECERAT

UNIVERSA FRATRUM PER ORBEM MULTITUDO,

E COELO DESCENDIT.

INNOI SEATTON .

+ For the ceremony obſerved on this occaſion fee p . 109 .

preſence
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preſence of a numerous company of the brethren .

After the ceremony, the company proceeded in

carriages to Leatherſellers’-hall, where an ele

gant entertainment was provided on the occa

fion ; and at this meeting the office of Grand

Chaplain was firſt inſtituted.

The building of the hall went on rapidly, ſo

that it was finiſhed in little more than twelve

months. On the azd of May 1776, it was

opened, and dedicated * , in folemn form , to

Masonry, VIRTUE, and UNIVERSAL CHARITY

and BENEVOLENCE , in the preſence of a bril

liant aſſembly of mafons. A new Odet, written

and ſet to muſic on the occaſion , was performed ,

before a number of ladies, who had honoured

the Society with their company on that day.

An exordium on maſonry, not leſs elegant than

inſtructive, was given by the Grand Secretary,

and an excellent oration delivered by the Grand

Chaplain. In commemoration of an event fo

pleaſing to the Society, it was agreed, that the

anniverſary of the ceremony ſhould be ever after

regularly kept.

Thus was completed , under the auſpices

of a nobleman, whoſe amiable character as a

man, and zeal as a maſon , may be equalled,

* For the ceremony of dedication fee p. 113 .

of For this Ode ſee the end of the volyme.

but

4
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but cannot be ſurpaſſed, that elegant and highly

finiſhed room in Great Queen - ſtreet, in which

the annual aſſembly and quarterly communica

cations of the fraternity are held ; and to the ac

compliſhment of which many lodges, as well as

private individuals, have liberally ſubſcribed . It

is to be regretted, that the finances of the So

eiety will not admit of its being ſolely reſerved

for maſonic purpoſes.

The brethren of St. John's lodge in New

caſtle, animated by the example ſet them in the

metropolis, opened a ſubſcription among them

felves for the purpoſe of building, in the Low

Friar Chair in that town, a new hall for their

meetings ; and, on the 23d of September 1776,

the foundation ſtone * of that building was laid

* Underneath the ſtone was placed a copper- plate, with the

following infcription :

ÆDIFICII HVIVS

IN MVTVAM AMICITIAM STABILIENDAM

PRO SUMMI NATURÆ NUMINIS

ARCHITECTI REGNATORIS VENERATIONE

PRO VERI INVESTIGATIONE

MORVM SCIENTIÆ ARTIVMQ . BONARVM

INGENVO CVLTV

HVMANI GENERIS BENEFICIO

SOLATIVM TEMPESTIVVM PRÆBENDO

CONVENTVI FRATERNO SACRI

FRANCISCVS PEACOCK PiÆFECT . HONORAND.

FVNDAMENTA POSVIT

IX CALEND, OCTOB.

AN . SAL . HVM . MDCCLXXVI.

AN. CONSORT.
MMMMMDCCLXXVI.

P
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by Mr. Francis Peacock, then Maſter of the lodge.

This edifice was ſpeedily completed, furniſhed,

and dedicated ; but we fince learn , that it has

been ſold , and appropriated to other purpoſes.

The brethren of Germany, hearing of the

flouriſhing ſtate of the Society in England,

folicited our friendſhip and alliance. The Grand

Lodge at Berlin , under the patronage of the

prince of Heffe-Darmſtadt, requeſted to be in

friendly union and correſpondence with their

brethren of England ; and the Grand Lodge of

Germany engaged to pay tribute, and remit an

annual donation to the fund of charity. Thus

the buſineſs ofthe Society conſiderably increaſed;

and it was refolved, that the Grand Secretary

fhould be permitted in future to employ a de

puty, or affiftant, at an annual ſalary propor

tioned to his labour.

On the 14th of February 1776, the Grand

Lodge refolved, That in future all Paſt Grand

Officers ſhould be permitted to wear a particu

lar gold jewel, the ground enamelled blue ; and

each officer be diſtinguiſhed by the jewel which

he wore while in office ; with this difference ,

that ſuch honorary jewel ſhould be fixed within

a circle, or oval ; on the borders ofwhich were to

were to be inſcribed his name, and the year
in

which he ſerved the office. This jewel to be

worn in Grand Lodge pendant to a broadblue

riband,2
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riband, and, on other occaſions, to be fixed to

the breaſt by a narrow blue riband * .

Many regulations reſpecting the government

of the fraternity were eſtabliſhed during lord

Petre's adminiſtration . The meetings of irre

gular maſons again attracted notice, and, on

the 10th of April 1777, the following law

was enacted : “ That the perſons who aſſem

“ ble in London , and elſewhere, in the cha

“racter of maſons, calling themſelves Ancient

Maſons, and at preſent ſaid to be under the

patronage of the duke of Athol, are not to

“ be countenanced, or acknowledged , by any

“ regular lodge, or maſon , under the conſtitu

“tion of England : nor ſhall any regular maſon

“ be preſent at any of their conventions , to give

« a ſanction to their proceedings, under the pe

“ nalty of forfeiting the privileges of the So

“ ciety : nor ſhall any perſon initiated at any

" of their irregular meetings, be admitted into

“ any lodge, without being re -made t. That

<< this

. How far the introduction of this new ornament is recon

cilable to the original practices of the Society , I will noi preſume

to determine ; but it is the opinion of many old maſons, that mula

tiplying honorary diſtinctions, only leſſen the value and importance

of the real jewels , by which the acting officers of every lodge are

diſtinguiſhed .

+ Remark .This cenſure only extends to thoſe irregular lodges

in London, which feceded from the reft of the fraternity in 1738,

P2 fee1

1
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« this cenſure ſhall not extend to any lodge, or

maſon made in Scotland or Ireland, under

" the conſtitution of either of theſe kingdoms ;

“ or to any lodge, or maſon made abroad, un

“ der the patronage of any foreign Grand Lodge

« in alliance with the Grand Lodge of England ;

“ but that ſuch lodge and maſons ſhall be deemed

“ regular and conſtitutional."

An Appendix to the Book of Conſtitutions,

containing all the principal. proceedings of the

Society ſince the publication of the laſt edition,

was ordered to be printed ; alſo a new annual

publication, entitled The FREE-MASONS CALEN

DAR ; and the profits ariſing from the ſale of

both , were to be regularly brought to account in

the charity fund. To preſerve the conſequence

of the Society, the following law was enacted at

this time: That the fees for conſtitutions, initia

tions, &c. fhould be advanced, and that no perfun

ſhould be receivedinto maſonry in anylodge under

the conſtitution of England for a leſs fum than two

guineas ; and that the name, age, profeſſion , and

place of reſidence of every perſon initiated, and

of every brother admitted member of a regular

0

2

fee p. 285-289 ; and does not apply to the Grand Lodge in York

city , or to any lodges under that truly ancient and reſpectable ban

ner ; their independence and regular proceedings having been fully

admitted and authenticated by the Grand Lodge in London , in

the Book of Confti,utivas pris :ed in 1738 , p . 1953 in

lodge
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lodge ſince the 29th of October 1768, ſhould be

duly regiſtered, under the penalty of ſuch ma

ſon made, or member admitted, being deprived

of the privileges of the Society.

Lord Petre granted provincial deputations for

Madras and Virginia ; alſo for Hants, Suſſex ,

and Surrey. Though, during this prefidency,

fome lodges were eraſed out of the liſt for non

conformity to the laws, many new ones were

added ; ſo that, under his lordſhip's banner, the

Society became truly reſpectable.

On the ift of May 1777, lord Petre was

fucceeded by the duke of Mancheſter ; during

whoſe adminiſtration the tranquillity of the

Society was interrupted by private diffenfions.

An unfortunate diſpute aroſe among
the mem

bers of the lodge of Antiquity, on account of

fome of the proceedings of the brethren of that

lodge on the feſtival of St. John the Evangeliſt

after his grace's election, and the conteſt was in

troduced into the Grand Lodge, where it occu

pied the attention of every committee and com

munication for twelve months. The complaint

originated from the Maſter, Wardens, and ſome

of the members, having, in conſequence of a

reſolution of the lodge, attended divine ſervice

at St. Dunſtau's ' church in Fleet -ſtreet, in the

clothing of the Order ; and walked back to the

Mitre tavern in their regalia, without having ob

P 3
tained

1
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tained a diſpenſation for the purpoſe. The Grand

Lodge determined this meaſure to be a violation

of the general regulations reſpecting public pro

cellions * . Many opinions were formed on the

ſubject, and feveral brethren highly diſguſted.

Another circumſtance foon occurred , which

tended ftill farther to widen the breach . This

lodge having expelled three members for irregu

larity and miſbehaviour, the Grand Lodge intera

fered , and, without proper inveſtigation, ordered

them to be re - inſtated . With this order the lodge

refuſed to comply, conceiving themſelves com

petent judges in the choice of their own mema

bers . This was attended with more diſagreeable

effects. The privileges of the lodge of Anti

quityt were ſet up, in oppofition to theſuppoſed

uncontrollable authority of the Grand Lodge ;

and, in the inveſtigation of this important point,

the original cauſe of diſpute was totally forgot

ten. On both ſides, matters were agitated to the

extreme. Reſolutions were precipitately entered

into on one hand, and edicts inadvertently iſſued

on the other. Memorials and remonftrances.

were preſented in vain ; at laſt a rupture enſued .

The lodge of Antiquity ſupported its own im

way

80

An

to

GE

10

Ich

Lic
* For an explanation of the nature of public proceſſions at fuo

nerals, ſee p. ii .

† For an account of this lodge and its privileges, fee po 247

to 254•

memorial

P1



OF MASONRY.
319

memorial privileges ; appointed committees to

examine records ; applied to the old lodge in

York city , and to the lodges in Scotland and

Ireland, for advice ; entered a proteſt againſt, and

peremptorily refuſed to comply with , the reſolu

tions of the Grand Lodge ; diſcontinued the at

tendance of the maſter and wardens at the future

committees of charity and quarterly communi

cations as its repreſentatives ; publiſhed a mani

fefto in its own vindication ; publicly notified its

ſeparation from the Grand Lodge ; and avowed

an alliance with the Grand Lodge of all Eng.

land held in the city of York, and every lodge

and maſon who wiſhed to act in conformity to

the original conſtitutions. The Grand Lodge

enforced its edicts, and extended protection

to the brethren whoſe cauſe it had eſpouſed .

Anathemas were iflued , and ſeveral worthy mea

in their abſence expelled from the Society, for

refuſing to ſurrender the property of their lodge

to three perſons regularly expelled therefrom ;

while printed letters were circulated , with the

Grand Treaſurer's accounts , highly derogatory

to the dignity of the Society. This produced a

ſchiſm , which fubfifted for the ſpace of ten years.

To juſtify the proceedings of the Grand

Lodge, the following reſolution of the Com

mittee of Charity held in February 1779, was

printed and diſperſed among the lodges :

« Reſolved,
P 4
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Reſolved, That every private lodge derives

“ its authority from the Grand Lodge, and that

“ no authority but the Grand Lodge can with

“ draw or take away that power. That though

“ the majority of a lodge may determine to quit

“ the Society, the conſtitution , or power of

“ aſſembling, remains with, and is vefted in, the

“ reſt of the members who may be deſirous of

“continuing their allegiance ; and that if all

" the members withdraw themſelves, the conſti

“tution is extinct, and the authority reverts to

" the Grand Lodge."

This reſolution, it was argued, might operate

with reſpect to any lodge which derived its con

ftitution from the Grand Lodge, but could not

apply to a lodge which derived its authority from

another channel, long before the eſtabliſhment

of the Grand Lodge, and which authority had

been repeatedly admitted and acknowledged .

Had it appeared upon record , that, after the ef

tabliſhment of the Grand Lodge, this original

authority had been ſurrendered, forfeited , or ex

changed for a warrant from the Grand Lodge,

the lodge of Antiquity muſt have admitted the

refolution of the Grand Lodge its full force .

But as no ſuch circumſtance appeared on record,

the members of the lodge of Antiquity were juſti

fied in conſidering their immemorial conſtitution

ſacred to themſelves while they choſe to exiſt as

a lodge,
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a lodge, and act in obedience to the ancient

conſtitutions of the Order.

Conſidering the ſubject in this point of view,

it evidently appears that the reſolutions of the

Grand Lodge could have no effect on the lodge

of Antiquity ; eſpecially after the publication of

the manifeſto avowing its feparation ; nor could

it have the ſmalleſt influence on the members of

that lodge, who continued to meet regularly as

heretofore, and to promote the laudable purpoſes

of maſonry on their old independentfoundation .

That the lodge of Antiquity could not be diſa

ſolved, while the majority of itsmembers kept to

gether, and acted in conformity to the original

conſtitutions, is ſelf-evident ; and no edict of the

Grand Lodge, or its committees, could deprive

thoſe members of a right which had been ad

mitted to be veſted in themſelves collectively

from time immemorial ; a right which had never

been derived from , or ceded to, any Grand

Lodge whatever.

To underſtand more clearly the nature of that

conſtitution by which the lodge of Antiquity is

upheld , we muſt have recourſe to the uſages and

cuſtoms which prevailed among maſons at the

end of the laſt, and beginning of the preſent,

century . The, fraternity then had a diſcre

tionary power veſted in themfelves to meet as.in?

maſons, in certain numbers, according to their

P 5. degrees,

+

E
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degrees, with the approbation of the maſter of

the work where any public building was carry

ing on , as often as they found it neceffary ſo to

do ; and when ſo met, to receive into the Order

brothers and fellows, and practiſe the rites of

maſonry. The idea of inveſting Maſters and

Wardens of lodges in Grand Lodge afſembled,

or the Grand Maſter himſelf, with a power to

grant warrants of conſtitution to certain bre

thren to meet as maſons, on the obſervance

of certain conditions , at certain houfes, had

no exiſtence . The fraternity were under no

ſuch reſtrictions. The ancient charges were the

the only ſtandard for the regulation of conduct,

and no law was known in the Society which

thoſe charges did not inculcate . To the award

of the fraternity at large, in general meeting

aſſembled, once or twice in a year, all brethren

were ſubject, and the authority of the Grand

Maſter never extended beyond the bounds of

that general meeting. Every private aſſembly ,

or lodge, was under the direction of its particu

lar Maſter, chofen for the occaſion , whoſe au

thority terminated with the meeting . When a

lodge was fixed at any particular place for a

certain time, an atteftation from the brethren

preſent entered on record , was a ſufficient proof

of its regular conſtitution ; and this practice

prevailed for many years after the revival of ma

ſonry

V
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fonry in the South of England. By this autho

rity only, an authority which never proceeded

from the Grand Lodge, unfettered by any other

reſtrictions than the conſtitutions of maſonry,

the lodge of Antiquity has always been, and ſtill

continues to be governed.

While I have thus endeavoured to explain the

ſubject of this unfortunate diſpute, I rejoice in

the opportunity which the proceedings of the

grand feaſt in 1790 have afforded , of promot

ing a general harmony, by reſtoring to the pri

vileges of the Society, all thoſe brethren who

had been falſely accuſed and expelled in 1779.

By the operation of our profeſſed principles, and

through the mediation of that true friend to ge

nuine maſonry, William Birch eſq. preſent Maf

ter of the lodge of Antiquity, unanimity is now

happily effected ; the manifeſto publiſhed by

that lodge in 1779, revoked ; and the Maſter and

Wardens of that truly ancient affociation have

reſumed their ſeats in Grand Lodge as hereto

fore ; while the brethren who had received the

nominal fanction of the Society during the ſe

paration, are re- united with the members of the

real lodge, and all the privileges of that venerable

body now center in one channel.

Though I have conſiderably abridged my ob

ſervations on this ſubject in the preſent edition,

I find it neceſſary ſtill to record the ſentiments

P6 that
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that I have always entertained. To this I am

prompted by a double motive : firſt, I conſider

it a juſtice which I owe to the gentlemen with

whom I have long affociated ; and ſecondly, it

will convince my brethren, that my re -union

with the Society has not induced me to vary a

well -grounded opinion, or deviate from that

ftrict line of conſiſtency which I have hitherto

purſued.

SECT. XI.

Hiſtory of the moſt remarkable Events in the Society

from 1779 to 1791 incluſive.

WHILEtheſe diſagreeable altercations were

taking place at home, information was

tranſmitted from India, of the rapid progreſs of

the Society there. Many new lodges had been

conſtituted, which were amply ſupported by

the firſt characters in the Eaſt . Omdit-ul

Omrah Bahauder, eldeſt fon of the nabob of the

Carnatic, had been initiated into maſonry in the

lodge at Trichinopoly near Madras ; and had

expreſſed the higheſt veneration for the inſtitu

tion . This news having been tranſmitted to

England officially, the Grand Lodge deter

mined to ſend a congratulatory letter to his

highneſs on the occaſion , accompanied with

blue

a
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blue apron elegantly decorated , and a copy of

the Book of Conſtitutions ſuperbly bound. To

fir John Day, advocate general of Bengal, the ex

ecution of this commiſſion was entruſted . In the

beginning of 1780 , an anſwer was received from

his highneſs, acknowledging the receipt of the

prefent, and expreffing the warmeſt attachment

and benevolence to his brethren in England.

This letter, which is written in the Perſian lan

guage, was encloſed in an elegant cover of cloth

of gold, and addreſſed To the Grand Maſter apd

Grand Lodge of England.

This flattering mark of attention from fo dif

tinguiſhed a perſonage abroad, was peculiarly

grateful to the Grand Lodge; who immediately

reſolved, that a letter ſhould be prepared and

tranſmitted to his highneſs, expreffing the high

opinion the brethren in England entertain of

his merits, and requeſting the continuance of

his friendſhip and protection to the maſonic in

ftitution in the Eaſt. The thanks of the Grand

Lodge were voted to fir John Day ; and a tranf

lation of his highneſs's letter was ordered to be

copied on vellum , and, with the original, ele

gantly framed and glazed, hung up in the hall

at every public meetingof the Society.

As this letter is replete with genuine good

ſenfe and warm benevolence, we fall here in

fert

-



326
ILLU

STRA
TION

S

fert the tràndation for the gratification of our

brethren .

.

DO

*

“ To the right worſhipful his Grace theDuke ofMan

“ cheſter, Grand Maſter of the illuſtrious and be

“ nevolent Society of Free and Accepted Mafons,

“ under the Conſtitution of England, and the

« Grand Lodge thereof.

« Much honoured Sir, and BRETHREN,

“ An early knowledge and participation of

“ the benefits ariſing to our houſe, from its in

«« timate union of councils and intereſts with

“ the Britiſh nation , and a deep veneration for

« the laws, conſtitution , and manners of the

" latter , have, for many years of my life, led

“ me to feize every opportunity of drawing the

66. ties between us ftill cloſer and cloſer.

“ By the accounts which have reached me,

“ of the principles and practices of your frater

« nity, nothing can be more pleaſing to the for

o vereign Ruler of the univerſe, whom we all,

W though in different ways, adore, or more

“ honourable to his creatures ; for they ftand

“ upon the broad baſis of indiſcriminate and

66 univerſal benevolence.

“ Under this conviction , I had long wiſhed

ď to be admitted of your fraternity, and now

" that I am initiated, I conſider the title of an

“ Engliſh maſon , as one of the moſt honourable

so that
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“ that I poffefs ; for it is at once a cement to

" the friendſhip between your nation and me,

« the friend of mankind.

“ I have received from the advocate general

Ar of Bengal, fir John Day, the very acceptable

" mark of attention and eſteem with which you

“ have favoured me : it has been preſented with

every circumſtance of deference and reſpect

ự that the ſituation of things here, and the tem

per of the times, would admit of ; and I do

“ aſſure your grace, and the brethren at large,

" that he has done ample juſtice to the commiſ

« fion you have confided to him, and has exe ,

$ cuted it in ſuch a manner as to do honour to

«s himſelf and me,

“ I ſhall avail myſelf of a proper opportunity,

“ to convince your grace, and the reſt of the

“ brethren , that Omdit- ul -Omrah is not an un+

« feeling brother, or heedleſs of the precepts he

“has imbibed ; and that, while he teſtifies his

“ love and eſteem for his brethren , by ſtrength

« ening the bonds of humanity, he means to

“ miniſter to the wants of the diſtreſſed.

“ May the common Father of All, the one

o omnipotent and merciful God, take you into

“ his holy keeping, and give you health, peace , ,

“ and length of years, prays your highly ho

( noured and affectionate brother,

“ OMDIT UL OMRAH BAHAUDER . ”

Under
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Under the auſpices of this celebrated chief,

there is every reaſon to expect that our Society

will flouriſh in the Eaſt , and it cannot fail of

giving pleaſure to every zealous brother, to find

that the venerable principles of the inſtitution

pervade the moſt diftant regions .

; The firſt teſtimony Omdit ul Ormah gave of

his regard to the inſtitution , was by the initia:

tion of his brother Omur ul Omrah, who feems

equally attached with himſelf to promote the

welfare of the Society.

Another event has taken place at Madras,

which muſt be alſo very fatisfactory to the bre

thren of England. The diviſions and ſeceſſions

which had originated in London in 1738, had

unfortunately reached India : but by the inter

vention of brigadier general Horne, who had

been appointed , by patent from the duke of Cum

berland, Provincial Grand Maſter on the Coaſt

of Coromandel, an union of the brethren in

that part of the world has been effected , and

a whole lodge, No. 152, ſtyling themſelves Ane

cient York Mafons, has joined a lodge under his

auſpices , and voluntarily ſurrendered the con

fitution under which they had formerly acted .

This deſirable object being accompliſhed , and

the wiſhes of the brethren fulfilled , the general

defired their aſiſtance in forming a Grand Lodge,

over
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over which the following Officers were ap

pointed, and inſtalled in due form :

Brigadier gen . HORNE, Prov . Grand Alaſter .

Ter. Gahagan eſq. Deputy Grand Maſter.

Jof.Du Pre Porcher efq. Acting GrandMaſter.

Lieut. col . Roſs, Grand Architect .

Lieut. col. J. Campbell, Sen. Grand Warden .

Hamilton eſq. Junior Grand Warden.

James Grierſon eſq. Grand Secretary.

James Amos eſq. Grand Treaſurer.

Lieutenant-colonel Moorhouſe, and colonel

L. Lucas eſq. Grand Stewards.

Major Maule, Grand Orator.

Charles Bromley eſq. Grand Sword Bearer.

This Grand Lodge having been regularly

eſtabliſhed, a propoſal was made, that a new

lodge ſhould be formed at Madras, under the

name of Perfect Unanimity, No. I. This

being unanimouſly agreed to, the Provincial

Grand Maſter gave notice, that he ſhould per

form the ceremony of conſecration on Saturday

the 7th October 1787, in commemoration of

the union which had been ſo amicably formed

that day ; and requeſted the proper officers to

attend on the occaſion . Accordingly, on the

morning of the day appointed, upwards of fifty

brethren aſſembled at the houſe on Choultry

Plain , in which the public rooms are held, and

at half paſt eleven o'clock the ceremony com

menced.
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menced. After the preparatory buſineſs had

been gone through in Grand Lodge, a procef

fion * was formed , and marched three times

round the lodge ; after which the buſineſs of

confecration was entered on, and completed in

a manner

* Here follows the ORDER of the PROCESSION .

Two Tylers, with drawn ſwords.

MUSIC .

Brothers Elphinſton and Moorhouſe, Grand Stewards, with

white wands.

Bro. Gilleſpie, as youngeſt apprentice, carrying the rough ftont.

Apprentices, two and two.

Fellow - ci afts, two and two .

Maſter Maſops,two and two.

Brothers Latham and Robfon, as Secretary and, Treaſurer of

the new lodge. w

PAST - MASTER .

Brother Taner, carrying a flyer pitcher with corn .

Brothers Gomond and Goree, carrying pitchers, containing

wine and oil .

Brothers Home and Horfimạn , carrying two great lights. Dout

CHOIR IST ER S.

Brother Roſs, Grand Architect, carrying the poliſhed ftone.

Brother Donaldſon, (36th regiment,) as Grand Sword -Bearer,

carrying the sword of ſtate .

Brother Grierfon, Grand Secretary, with his bag.

Brother Amos, Grand Secretary , with his faff.

The Lodge, covered with white fatin , carried by four Tylerse:

The worſhipful browher Lucas, as Maſter of the new lodge, car .

rying the Bible, compaffes, and ſquare, on a crimſon velvet

cuſhion, fupported by brothers Dalrymple and Chaſe,
Adistant Stewards.

Brother Sir George Keith , carrying the filver cer.fur .

Bjocher Maule , Grand Orator .

Third
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2 manner ſuitable to the folemnity of the occa .

fion . Several old maſons who were preſent,

declared they never ſaw a ceremony conducted

with more dignity and propriety.

The following brethren were inſtalled Officers

of this new lodge, viz . Colly Lyons Lucas eſq.

Maſter ; Pullier Spencer eſq. Senior Warden ;

George Robert Latham eſq. " Junior Warden ;

George Maule eſq. Secretary ; John Robins eſq.

Treaſurer.

At two o'clock, the brethren ſat down to an

excellent dinner, provided by the Grand Lodge ;

after which many maſonic and loyal toaſts were

drank , and the day was concluded with that

pleaſing feſtivity, harmony, and good fellowſhip ,

which has always diſtinguiſhed the Society of

Free and Accepted Maſons.

.

During the preſidency of the duke of Man

chefter, ſeveral new lodges were conſtituted in

different parts of the kingdom , and conſiderable
B

Third great light carried by brother Gregory.

Brothers Campbell and Hamilton, Senior and Junior Grand

Wardens, with their columns and truncheons.

Brother Porcher, Ading Grand Maſter.

Brother Sadlier, as Chief Magiſtrate.

Brother Sir Henry Coſby, carrying the Book of Conſtitutions.

Brigadier General HORNE, Provincial Grand Maſter, ſupported

by Brothers Howley and Harris, Afiftant Stewards.

additions
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additions made to the generałfunds of the So

ciety. The ſums voted to diſtreſſed brethren

far exceed thoſe of any former period ; and

among other inſtances of liberality , may be fpe

cified a very generous contribution, of one

hundred pounds, toward the relief of the bre

thren inAmerica, who had ſuffered great lofles in

conſequence of the rebellion there, and whoſe

ſituation was very feelingly deſcribed in a letter

from the lodge No. I. at Halifax in Nova Scotia.

A ſingular propoſition was made in Grand

Lodge on the 8th of April 1778, that the Grand

Maſter and his Officers ſhould be diſtinguiſhed

in future at all public meetings by robes , to be

provided at their own expence ; and that Paſt

Grand Officers ſhould have the privilege of be

ing diſtinguiſhed in a fimilar manner . This

meaſure was at firſt favourably received ; but, on

farther inveſtigation in the Hall Committee,

to whom it was referred, it was found to be fo

diametrically oppoſite to the original plan of the

inſtitution , that it was very properly laid aſide.

The finances of the Society occupied great

part of the proceedings of the committees and

communications during his grace's adminiſtra

tion . The debts due on account of the hall ap

pearing to be very confiderable, it was deter

mined to make an application to the lodges to

raiſe 2000l. to pay them off. For this purpoſe,

in
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in conſequence of a plan offered to the confia

deration of the Grand Lodge in June 1779,

it was reſolved, that a ſubſcription ſhould be

opened, to raiſe the money by loan, without

intereſt, at the diſcretion of the ſubſcribers ;

that 251. ſhould be the ſum limited for each ſub

ſcriber, and the number of ſubſcribers to be

one hundred ; and that the monies ſo ſubſcribed

ſhould be repaid, in equal proportions, among

the ſubſcribers, at ſuch times as the hall fund

would admit. It was alſo determined , that an

honorary medal ſhould be preſented to every

bfcriber, as a mark of diſtinction for the fer

vice that he had rendered the Society ; and that

the bearer of ſuch medal, if a maſter maſon ,

ſhould have the privilege of being preſent at,

and voting in , all the future meetings of the

Grand Lodge. This mark of attention prompted

fome lodges, as well as individuals, to contri

bute, and the greateſt part of the money was

ſpeedily raiſed and applied for the purpoſe in

tended.

The Stewards Lodge, finding their finances

much reduced by ſeveral members having

withdrawn their annual ſubſcriptions, applied

to the Grand Lodge for relief; upon which it was

reſolved, that in future no Grand Officer ſhould

be appointed, who was not at the time a ſub

ſcribing member of the Stewards Lodge.

1

A mea .
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- A meaſure of more importance attracted

the attention of the Society at this period . It

had been obſerved with regret, that a number of

worthy brethren in diſtreſs had been ſubjected

to much inconvenience and diſappointment from

a wantof relief during the long ſummer receſs,

as there was feldom any committee of charity

held from the beginning of April to the end of

October. To remedy this complaint, the Grand

Lodge unanimouſly reſolved , that an Extraor

dinary Committee ſhould meet annually in the

laſt week of July, or firſt week of Auguſt, who

ſhould be empowered to adminiſter temporary

relief to ſuch diftreffed objects as might regularly

apply, not exceeding five pounds to one per

fon .

This additional increaſe of the buſineſs of the

Society induced the Grand Lodge to appoint an

Oficer, pro tempore, as an aſſiſtant to the Grand

Secretary, who ſhould hold equal rank and

power with himſelf in Grand Lodge. Many re

gulations were eſtabliſhed about this time ; and

among others it was determined , that in fu

ture no perſon ſhould hold two offices at the

fame time in Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge of Germany applied for

liberty to ſend a repreſentative to the Grand

Lodge of England, in order more effectually to

cement the union and friendſhip of the brethren

of

AL

G
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of both countries, and brother John Leonhardi

was appointed to the office. This requeſt be

ing complied with, a reſolution paffed, that, in

compliment to the Grand Lodge of Germany,

brother Leonhardi ſhould wear the clothing of a

Grand Officer, and rank next to Paft Grand

Officers in all the public meetings of the Society.

This additional cement was highly pleaſing ;

and led the brethren to regret, that no inter

courſe or correſpondence ſhould have ſubſiſted

nearer home, between the Grand Lodge of Eng

land and the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ire

land, though all the members were ſubjects of the

ſame ſovereign. At the communication in April

1782 , this important buſineſs came under con

fideration ; when , after hearing a variety of opi

nions delivered, it was unanimouſly reſolved,

that the Grand Maſter ſhould be requeſted to

adopt ſuch means as his wiſdom might ſuggeſts

to promote a good underſtanding among the

brethren of the three united kingdoms. Not

withſtanding this reſolution , the wiſhed -for

union has not yet been accompliſhed.

At this meeting alſo, the pleaſing intelligence

was communicated,of his royal highneſs the duke

of Cumberland's intention to accept the govern

ment of the Society. This having been regu

larly ſtated in Grand Lodge, his highneſs was

propoſed Grand Maſter elect ; and it was rea

folved ,

d

0

1
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ſolved , in compliment to him, that he ſhould

have the privilege of nominating a peer of the

realm as Acting Grand Mafter, who ſhould be

empowered to ſuperintend the Society in his ab

ſence; and that, at any future period, when the

fraternity might be honoured with a Prince of

the blood at their head, the ſame privilege

fhould be granted.

At the annual grand feaſt on the iſt of May

1782, his royal highneſs the duke of Cumber

land was unanimouſly elected Grand Maſter ;

and it being ſignified to the Society that his

highneſs meant to appoint the earl of Eflingham

ActingGrandMaſter, that appointment was con

firmed , and his lordſhip preſided as proxy for

his royal highneſs during the feaſt.

On the 8th of January 1783 , a very ſingular

motion was made in Grand Lodge, and after

ward confirmed ; That the intereſt of five per

cent, on 1oool, which had been advanced for

the purpoſes of the hall from the charity fund ,

fhould ceaſe to be paid ; and further, that the

principal ſhould be annihilated, and ſunk into the

hall fund. However extraordinary it may ap

pear, this event took place ; and the money

has been regularly brought to account in the

hall expenditures. A number of other regula

tions were confirmed at this meeting, to render

the hall fund more productive, and to enforce

obedience

+
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obedience to the laws refpecting it *. How far

ſome of theſe regulations are conſiſtent with the

original

* The regulations eſtabliſhed at this meeting were as follows :

1. That no brother initiated ſince October 29, 1768, ſhall be

appointed to the honour of wearing a blue or red apron , unleſs the

Grand Secretary,certifies that his name has been regiſtered , and

the fees paid.

2. That no brother initiated ſince that time, ſhall be appointed

Maſter or Warden of a lodge , or be permitted to attend any com

mittee of charity , or grand lodge, unleſs his name has been regiſtered ,

and the fees paid.

3. That every petitioner for charity, initiated ſince that time,

ſhall ſet forth in his petition , the lodge in which, and the time

when , he was made a maſon ; in order that the Grand Secretary

may certify , by indorſement on the back of the petition, whether his

name has been regiſtered, and the fees paid .

4. That every lodge ſhall tranſmit to the Grand Secretary, on

or before the grand feaſt in every year, a liſt of all perſons initi

ated , or members admitted , together with the regiſtering fees ; or

notice that they have not initiated or admitted any, that their

filence may not be imputed to contempt.

5. That to prevent the plea of ignorance or forgetfulneſs, a

blank form ſhall be printed , and ſent to each lodge, to be filled up,

and returned to the Grand Secretary.

6. That the Grand Secretary ſhall lay before the firſt quarterly

communication after each grand feaſt, an account of ſuch lodges

as have not regiſtered their members within the preceding year,

that they may be eraſed from the liſt of lodges, or be otherwiſe

dealt with as the Grand Lodge may think expedient.

7. That to prevent any injury to individuals, by being excluded

from the privileges of the Society, through the neglect of their

lodges, in their names not having bien duly regiſtered , any brethren ,

on producing fufficient proofs that they have paid the due regiſtering

fees to their lodges , ſhall be capable of enjoying all the privileges of

the

>
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original plan of the maſonic inſtitution , muſt be

left to abler judges to determine. In earlier pe

riods of our hiſtory, ſuch compulſory regulations

were unneceſſary.

At the Grand Lodge held on the 23d of No

vember 1783, an addition wasmade to the offi

cers of the Grand Lodge, by the appointment of

a Grand Portrait Painter ; and, at the requeſt

of the duke of Mancheſter, that honour was con

ferred on the rev . William Peters, in teftimony

of the ſervice which he had rendered to the So

ciety, by his elegant preſent of the portrait of

lord Petre.

During the remainder of the year, there was

ſcarcely any farther buſineſs of importance tranf

acted. On the 19th of November, information

was given in Grand Lodge, that two brethren,

under ſanction of the Royal Military lodge at

Woolwich, which claimed the privilege of an

itinerant lodge, had lately held an irregularmeet

7

.

Sa

the Society ; but the offending lodges ſhall be rigoroudly proceeded

againſt, for detaining fees that are the property of the Society.

On the 20th of March 1788, an additional regulation was made,

« That ten fhillings and fix - pence be paid to the Grand Lodge for

• regiſtering the name of every maſon initiated in any lodge under

“ s the conſtitution after the 5th of May 1788." And at this

meeting a very extraordinary reſolution paffed , “That no lodge

« ſhould be permitted to attend or vote in Grand Lodge, which

“ had notcomplied with this regulation ."

ing
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ing in the King's Bench priſon , and had there

unwarrantably initiated ſundry perſons into ma

fonry. The Grand Lodge, conceiving this to

be a violent infringement of the privileges of

every regular conſtituted lodge, ordered the faid

lodge to be eraſed from the liſt ; and determined,

that it was inconſiſtent with the principles of

maſonry, to hold any lodge, for the purpoſes of

making, paſſing, or raiſing maſons, in any priſon ,

or place of confinement.

At this Grand Lodge alſo, it was reſolved , to

enact certain regulations, ſubjecting the Deputy

Grand Maſter and Grand Wardens to fines, in

caſe of non-attendance on the public meetings of

the Society ; and theſe regulationswere regularly

confirmed on the rith of February following.

1

While thoſe proceedings were carrying on in

England, the brethren in Scotland were proſe

cuting their labours alſo for the good of the craft.

The vaſt improvements made in the city of Edin

burgh, afforded ample room for ingenious archi

tects to diſplay their maſonic talents and abili

ties ; and there the operative part of the frater

nity were fully occupied, in rearing ſtately man

fions, and planning elegant ſquares.

On the 1ſt of Auguſt 1785 , a very pleaſing

fight was exhibited to every well -wiſher to the

R_2
embelliſha
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embelliſhment of that city, in the ceremony of

laying the foundation ſtone of the South Bridge,

being the firſt ſtep to farther improvement. In

the morning of that day, the right hon.the Lord

Provoſt and Magiſtrates, attended by the Grand

Maſter Maſon of Scotland, and a number of

nobility and gentry , with the maſters, office

bearers, and brethren of the ſeveral lodges,

walked from the parliament-houſe to the bridge

in proceſſion *. The ſtreets were lined by the

58th regiment, and the city guard.

The Grand Maſter having arrived at the place,

laid the foundation ſtone with the uſual ſo

lemnities. The Grand Maſter ſtanding on the

eaſt, with the Subſtitute on his right hand, and

the Grand Wardens on the weſt, the ſquare , the

plumb, the level , and the mallet, were ſucceſſively

The following Order of Proceſſion was obſerved :

The proper Officers, bearing the city inſignia.

The ght Hon. Lord Provoſt and Magiftrates.

Band of inftrumental mufic .

A band of fingers.

The Lodges according to ſeniority , the brethren walking three

and three.

Lodge of Grand Stewards.

Nobility and Gentry, three and three.

Office -bearers of the Grand Lodge, in their badges of office.

Officers of the Grand Lodge, with inſignia.

Grand Wardens.

Substitute

} GRAND MASTER. {

G. Mafter
G. Master .

delivered

WI

CAT

!
41
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delivered by an operative maſon to the Subſti

tute, and by him to the Grand Maſter, who ap

plied the ſquare to that part of the ſtone which

was ſquare, the plumb to the ſeveral edges, the

level above the ſtone in ſeveral poſitions , and

then with the mallet gave three knocks, faying,

“ May the Grand Architect of the Univerſe

grant a bleſſing on this foundation - ſtone, which

we have now laid ; and by his providence enable

us to finiſh this, and every other work which

may be undertaken for the embelliſhment and

advantage of this city !" On this the brethren

gave the honours.

The cornucopia and two filver veſſels were

then brought from the table, and delivered, the

cornucopia to the Subſtitute, and the two vefſels

to the Wardens, and were ſucceſſively preſented

to the Grand Maſter, who, according to an

cient form , ſcattered the corn, and poured

the wine and oil, which they contained , on the

ſtone, ſaying, “ May the All-bounteous Author

of Nature bleſs this city with an abundance of

corn , wine, and oil ; and with all the neceffaries ,

conveniences, and comforts of life ! and may the

ſame Almighty Power preſerve this city from

ruin and decay to the lateſt poſterity !”

The Grand Maſter, being ſupported on the

right hand by the duke of Buccleugh, and on

the left by the earl of Balcarras, addreſſed himſelf

T

3

1
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to the Lord Provoſt and Magiſtrates in a ſuit,

able ſpeech for the occaſion . The coins of the

preſent reign, and a ſilver plate, with the follow

ing infcription, was depoſited within the ſtone.

ANNUENTE DEO OPTIMO MAXIMO,

REGNANTE GEORGIO III . PATRE PATRIAE,

HUJUS PONTIS

QUO VICI EXTRA MOENIA EDINBURGI,

URBI COMMODE ADJUNGERENTUR,

ADITUMQUE NON INDIGNUM TANTA

URBS HABERET,

PRIMUM LAPIDEM POSUIT

NOBILIS VIR GEORGIUS DOMINUS HADDO,

ANTIQUISSIMI SODALITII ARCHITECTONICI

APUD SCOTOS CURIO MAXIMUS,

PLAUDENTE AMPLISSIMA FRATRUM CORONA,

IMMENSAQUE POPULI FREQUENTIA .

he

die

tu

LE

OPUS,

UTILE CIVIBUS GRATUM ADVENIS ,

URBI DECORUM PATRIAE HONESTUM,

DIU MULTUMQUE DESIDERATUM,

CONSULE JACOBO HUNTER BLAIR,

INCEPTI AUCTORE INDEFESSO,

SANCIENTE REGE, SENATUQUE BRITANNIAE,

APPROBANTIBUS OMNIBUS,

TANDEM INCHOATUM EST

IPSIS -KALENDIS AUGUSTI

A. D. MDCCLXXXV.

AERAE ARCHITECTONICAE 5785 .

Q. F. F. Q. S.

TRANSLATION.

« By thebleſſing of Almighty God , in the reign of George the

Third , the Father of his country, the right hon . GEORGE LORD

HADDO, Grand Maſter of the Moſt Ancient Fraternity of Free

Maſons in Scotland, amidſt the acclamations of a Grand Aſembly

09

1
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of the brethren , and a vaſt concourſe of people, laid the firſt ſtone

of this bridge, intended to form a convenient communication be

tween the city of Edinburgh and its ſuburbs, and an acceſs not un

worthy of ſuch a city.

“ This work , fo uſeful to the inhabitants, ſo pleaſing and con .

venient to ſtrangers, ſo ornamental to the city , ſo creditable to the

country , ſo long and much wanted and wiſhed for, was at lalt be.

gun, with the fanction of the king and parliament of Great Bri

tain , and with univerſal approbation, in the provoſt ſhip of James

Hunter Blair, the author and indefatigable promoter of the under

taking, Auguſt the ift, in the year of our Lord 1785, and of the

ära of maſonry 5785. - Which may God proſper. "

An anthem was then fung, and the proceſſion

returned, reverſed, to the Parliament-houſe.

After which the Lord Provoſt and Magiſtrates

gave an elegant entertainment at Durin's rooms

to the Grand Lodge, and the nobility and gentry

who had affifted at the ceremony.

The next public ceremony in which the So

ciety bore a principal ſhare, was in laying the

foundation itone of that valuable ſeminary of

learning, the new College of Edinburgh. This

Univerſity has for many years been eſteemed one

of the moſt celebrated in Europe, and has at

tracted a great number of ſtudents in phyſic,

and other branches of ſcience, from all parts of

the world. The eminence of its profeſſors in

every branch of learning is univerſally admitted ;

and it is moſt fervently to be wiſhed, for the

R4
honour
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may be completely executed agreeably to the in

tention of the original promoters. As this is

an event worthy of record in the annals of ma

ſonry, I ſhall deſcribe minutely the ceremony

obſerved on that remarkable occaſion .

On the 13th of October 1789 , Mr. Robert

Adam , architect, prefented the plans of the

intended building, at a public breakfaſt given

by the Lord Provoſt, to the Magiſtrates, the

Principal and Profeſſors of the Univerſity, of

Edinburgh, on the occaſion , and explained

their uſes for the various ſchools, halls, and

houſes. The whole company expreſſed the

higheſt ſatisfaction at the deſign ; and it was im

mediately reſolved, that a ſubfcription ſhould be

opened to carry the plan into execution . Mon

day the 16th of November was then fixed for

laying the foundation ſtone of the new ſtruc

ture.

On the morning of the day appointed for per

forming the ceremony, the brethren aſſembled

at eleven o'clock in the Parliament-houſe, to meet

lord Napier, at that time Grand Maſter of Scot

land. When the lodges were arranged, the

Grand Maſter ſent notice to the Lord Provoſt

and Magiſtrates, who had aſſembled in the

Council-chamber ; and to the Principal, Pro

feffors

ic
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feffors and Students of the Univerſity, who had

met in the High Church . At half paſt twelve,

the proceſſion began to move in the following

order :

ift, The Principal, Profeffors, and Students

of the Univerſity, with their mace carried before

them . Principal Robertſon being ſupported on

the right hand by the rev. Dr. Hunter, profeffor

of divinity ; and on the left, by Dr. Handy, pro

feffor of church hiſtory. The Profeſſors were

all robed, andeachof the Students had a ſprig of

laurel in his hat.

2d. The Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, and Coun

cil , in their robes, preceded by the ſword , mace,

& c. The Lord Provoſt being ſupported on the

right and left by the two eldeſt Baillies.

3d. A complete choir of Singers, under the di

rection of ſignor Schetky, ſinging anthems as the

proceffion moved.

4th. The Lodges, according to ſeniority, ju

niors preceding, with their different inſignia .

5th . A complete band of inſtrumental muſic.

6th. The Grand Stewards, properly clothed,

with white rods.

7th. The Noblemen and Gentlemen attending

the Grand Maſter.

8th . A large drawing of the Eaſt Front of

the New College, carried by two operative ma

fons.

RS
gth. The
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9th . The grand jewels, borne by Paft Maſters

of lodges.

ioth. Officers of the Grand Lodge, properly

clothed.

11th. Paſt Grand Maſters.

12th . Lord NAPIER , preſent Grand Mafter,

fupported on the right hand by- fir William For

bes bart. Paſt Grand Maſter ; and on the left, by

the duke of Buccleugh.

A detachment of the 35th regiment from the

caſtle, together with the city guard , lined the

ſtreets.

At one o'clock, the Grand Maſter reached the

ſcite of the College, when the foundation ſtone

was laid with the uſual ceremonies *. After

which the Grand Maſter addrefled himſelf to

the Lord Provoft andMagiſtrates as follows :

« My Lord Provost, and MAGISTRATES,

of the City of Edinburgh,

« In compliance with your requeſt, I have

now had the honour, in the capacity of Grand

Maſter Maſon of Scotland, to lend my aid to

wards laying that ſtone, on which it is your in

tention to erect a new College. I muſt ever con

fider it as one of the fortunate events in my life,

u

0

* The particulars of this part of the ceremony were exactly

fimilar to that obſerved at laying the foundation ftone of the South

Bridge, ſee p. 340

that
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that the Craft of Free and Accepted Mafons

ſhould be called forth , to aſſiſt at an undertak

ing fo laudable, and ſo glorious, during the time

that, from their affection, I have the honour of

fitting in the chair of the Grand Lodge.

« The attention to the improvement of this

city , manifeſted by the Magiſtrates, your prede

ceffors in office, has, for many years, excited the

admiration of their fellow -citizens. The parti

cular exertions of your Lordſhip and your Col

leagues have merited, and it gives me infinite

ſatisfaction to ſay, have obtained, the univerfal

approbation of all ranks of men.

“ The buſineſs of this day, equally to be re

membered in the annals of this city and of

maſonry, will tranſmit your name with luſtre to

pofterity. - Thouſands yet unborn, learning to

admire your virtues, will thereby be ſtimulated

to follow the great example you have fet them ,

of ſteady patriotiſm , love of your country, and

anxious deſire to advance the welfare, and in

creaſe the fame, of the city of Edinburgh.

« In the name of the Craft of Free and Adi

cepted Maſons, and in my own, I ſincerely im

plore the protection of the Supreme Architect

of the Univerſe on your lordſhip and your brea

thren in the magiftracy ! May you long conti

nue here the ornaments of civil ſociety ; and

may you hereafter be received into thoſe mana

Qo
fionsa
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fions, thoſe lodges, prepared in heaven for the

bleſſed !"

To this addreſs the Lord Provoſt, in name of

the Magiſtrates and Town Council of the City

of Edinburgh, made a ſuitable reply.

The Grand Maſter next addreffed the Princi

pal, as repreſenting the Univerſity of Edin

burgh , as follows:

“ REVEREND SIR,

" Permit me to congratulate you, as Princi

pal , and your brethren , as Profeffors, of the

Univerſity of Edinburgh , on the work in which

we have this daybeen engaged .-- Awork, worthy

of your Patrons, who ( ever conſidering the public

good) will not permit the ſeat of learning, efta

bliſhed in this ancient metropolis, to bear the ap

pearance of decay, at a time when ſo much at

tention is beſtowed on the elegance and conve

nience both of public and private edifices.

« Permit me, likewiſe, to congratulate my

country, on the probability of ſeeing the different

chairs of the magnificent ſtructure now to be

erected , filled by men fo diſtinguiſhed for their

piety, ſo eminent for their learning, and ſo cele

brated for their abilities, as thoſe to whom I now

have the honour to addreſs myſelf.

« Any panegyric that I can pronounce, muſt fall

ſo far ſhort of what is due to you, Sir, and your

honour
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honourable and learned brethren , that it would

be preſumption in me to attempt to expreſs my

ſenſe of your deſerts. Suffice it to ſay, that the

Grand Lodge of Scotland, and the lodges de

pending on it, are moſt happy, in having this op

portunity of aſſiſting at, and witneſſing, the lay

ing the foundation , whence it is , their earneſt

wiſh a building may ariſe, which, in future ages,

may be as renowned for the excellence of its

teachers, and as much reſpected for the propriety

of conduct in its ſtudents, as the Univerſity now

is , over which you have the peculiar fatisfaction

of preſiding.

“ May the Almighty Architect, the Sovereign

Diſpoſer of all events, grant, that the Principal

and Profeſſors of this College may continue to

deliver their inſtructions, and the Students to re

ceive their admonitions, in ſuch a manner as may

redound to the glory of God, the promoting of

ſcience, and the extenſion of all uſeful learning. ”

To which the rev . Principal made the fol

lowing reply :

66 My LORD

“ From very humble beginnings, the Univer

fity of Edinburgh has attained to ſuch eminence,

as entitles it to be ranked among the moſt cele

brated feminaries of learning. Indebted to the

bounty of ſeveral of our Sovereigns— diſtin

guiſhed particularly by the gracious Prince now

feated
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ſeated on the Britiſh throne, whom , with grati

tude, we reckon among the moſt munificent of

our royal benefactors and cheriſhed by the con

tinued attention and good offices of our honour

able Patrons, this Univerſity can now boaſt of

the number and variety of its inſtitutions for the

inſtruction of youth in all the branches of lite

rature and ſcience.

« With what integrity and diſcernment per

fons have been choſen to preſide in each of theſe

departments, the character of my learned col

leagues affords the moſt ſatisfying evidence.

From confidence in their abilities, and affiduity

in diſcharging the duties of their refpective of

fices, the Univerſity of Edinburgh has become a

feat of education , not only to youth in every part

of the Britiſh dominions, but, to the honour of

our country , ſtudents have been attracted to it

from almoſt every nation in Europe, and every

ftate in America.

« One thing ſtill was wanting. The apart

ments appropriated for the accommodation of

Profeſſors and Students were fo extremely un

ſuitable to the flouriſhing ſtate of the Univerſity,

that it has long been the general wiſh to havé

buildings more decent and convenient erected .

What your lordſhip has now done, gives a near

proſpect of having this with accompliſhed ; and

we conlider it as a moſt auſpicious circumſtance ,

that

a

{

f
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that the foundation ſtone of this new manſion of

fcience is laid by your lordſhip, who, among your

anceſtors, reckon a man, whoſe original and uni

verfal genius places him high among the illuſ

trious perſons who have contributed moſt emi.

nently to enlarge the boundaries of human know

ledge.

« Permit me to add, what I regard as my own

peculiar felicity, that by having remained in my

preſent ſtation much longer than any of my pre

deceffors, I have lived to witneſs an event fo

beneficial to this Univerſity, the proſperity of

which is near to my heart, and has ever been the

object of my warmeſt wifhes.

“ May Almighty God, without invocation of

whom no action of importance ſhould be begun,

bleſs this undertaking, and enable us to carry it

on with fucceſs ! May he continue to protect .

our Univerſity, the object of whoſe inſtitution

is to inſtil into the minds of youth , principles of

found knowledge ; to inſpire them with the love

of religion and virtue ; and to prepare them for

filling the various ſituations in ſociety, with ho

nour to themſelves, and with benefit to their

country !

« All this we aſk , in the name of Chriſt ; and

unto the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

we aſcribe the kingdom , power, and glory !

Amen . "

After

1
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After the Principal had finiſhed his ſpecch ,

the brethren again gave the honours, which con

cluded the ceremony.

: Two, cryſtal bottles, caſt on purpoſe at the

glaſs -houſe of Leith, were depoſited in the foun

dation-ſtone . In one of theſe were put different

coins of the preſent reign, each of which were

previouſly enveloped in cryſtal, in ſuch an inge

nious manner that the legend on the coins could

be diſtinctly read without breaking the cryſtal.

In the other bottle were depoſited ſeven rolls of

vellums containing a ſhort account of the origi

nal foundation and preſent ſtate of the Univer

fity, together with ſeveral other
par

ticular, the different newſpapers, containing ad

vertiſements relative to the college, &c . and a

liſt of the names of the preſent Principal and

Profeſſors, alſo of the preſent Lord Provoſt and

Magiſtrates, and Officers of the Grand Lodge of

Scotland. The bottles being carefully ſealed

up, were covered with a plate of copper wrapt

in block -tin ; and, upon the under ſide of the

copper, were engraven the arms of the city of

Edinburgh , and of the Univerſity ; likewiſe the

arms of the right hon. lord Napier, Grand

Maſter Maſon of Scotland . Upon the upper

Gde a Latin inſcription , of which the following

is a copy :

papers ; in

ANNUENTE
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ANNUENTE DEO OPT . MAX.

REGNANTE GEORGIO III , PRINCIPE MUNIFICEN.

TISSIMO :

ACADEMIÆ EDINBURGENSIS

ÆDIBUS,

INITIO QUIDEM HUMILLIMIS,

ET JAM, POST DUO SECULA, PENE RUINOSIS ;

NOVI HUJUS ÆDIFICII,

UBI COMMODITATI SIMUL ET ELEGANTIÆ,

TANTO DOCTRINARUM DOMICILIO DIGNÆ,

CONSULERETUR ,

PRIMUM LAPIDEM POSUIT,

PLAUDENTE INGENTI OMNIUM ORDINUM FRE.

QUENTIA ,

VIR NOBILISSIMUS FRANCISCUS DOMINUS NAPIER,

REIPUB, ARCHITECTONICÆ APUD SCOTOS

CURIO

MAXIMUS .

XVI KAL. DECEMB,

ANNO SALUTIS HUMANÆ MDCCLXXXIX.

ÆTÆARCHITECTIONICÆ 1OIDCCLXXXIX.

CONSULE THOMA ELDER,

ACADEMIÆ PRÆFECTO GULIELMO ROBERTSON,

ARCHITECTO ROBERTO ADAM.

Q. F. F. R. S.

TRANSLATION.

By the bleſſing of Almighty God,

In the reign of the moſt munificent Prince GEORGE III .

The buildings of the Univerſity of Edinburgh,

Being originally very mean,

And now, after two centuries, almoſt a ruin ,

The Right Hon. FRANCIS Lord NAPIER ,

Grand Maſter of the Fraternity of Free Maſons in Scotland,

Amidſt the acclamations

Of a prodigious concourſe of all ranksof people,

Laid the foundation ſtone

Of
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Of this new fabric,

In which an union of elegance with convenience,

Suitable to the dignity of ſuch a celebrated ſeat of learning,

Has been ſtudied :

On the 16th day of November,

In the year of our Lord 1789 :

And of the æra of Maſonry 3789 .

THOMAS ELDER being the Lord Provoſt of the City ;

WILLIAM ROBERTSON, the Principalof the Univerfity ;

And ROBERT ADAM, the Architect .

May the undertaking proſper, and be crowned with ſuecefs !

1

An anthem being ſung, the brethren re

turned, the whole proceſſion being reverfed ; and

when the junior lodge arrived at the door of the

Parliament-houſe, they fell back to the right

and left, within the line of foldiers ; when the

Principal, Profeffors, and Students ; the Lord

Provoſt, Magiftrates, and Town Council; and the

Grand Lodge; paſſed through, with their hats

off.

The proceſſion on this occaſion was one of

the moſt brilliant and numerous that ever was

exhibited in the city of Edinburgh. The Pro

voft and Magiſtrates had very properly invited

many of the Nobility and Gentry from all parts

of the country, to witneſs the ſolemnity of lay

ing the foundation ſtone of a college, the archi

tecture of which, it is agreed by all who have

ſeen the plan, will not only do honour to the city,

but to the nation , and to Europe. But the num

ber

o
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ber of perſons invited was far exceeded by the

immenſe multitude of perſons of all ranks, who ,

deſirous of viewing fo magnificent a ſpectacle,

filled the ſtreets, windows, and even roofs of the

houſes, all the way from the Parliament-cloſe ,

down the High -ſtreet and Bridge- ſtreet, near

the ſouth end of which the foundation ſtone was

laid . Above 20,000 were fuppoſed to be wit

nefſes of the ceremony. It is, however, worthy

of notice, that, notwithſtanding ſo immenſe a

crowd, the greateſt order and decency was

obſerved ; nor did the ſmalleft accident hap

pen.

Having thus deſcribed the principal works in

which the brethren in Scotland were employed ,

we ſhall now reſume the hiſtory of maſonry in

England, and trace the occurrences that have

taken place there, under the auſpices of his royal

highneſs the duke of Cumberland.

On the 4th of January 1787, was opened in

London , a grand chapter of Harodim . This

order is of ancient date, and has been patroniſed

in different parts of Europe. But previous to

this period, there appears not on record the re

gular eſtabliſhment of ſuch an affociation in

England . For ſome years it was faintly encou

raged, but ſince its merit has been further in

veſtigated, it has received the patronage of ſome

of

1
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of the moſt exalted maſonic characters, and, un

der the patronage of that amiable nobleman lord

Macdonald , now meets regularly at Free-Maſons

tavern on the 3d Monday of January, February,

March , April, October, November, and Decen

ber ; at which meetings any member of a regu

lar lodge may be admitted by ticket as a viſitor,

to hear the lectures of maſonry judiciouſly il

luſtrated .

The myſteries of the order are peculiar to the

inſtitution itſelf, while the lectures of the Chap

ter include every branch of the maſonic ſyſtem ,

and repreſent the Art of maſonry in a finiſhed

and complete form .

Different claſſes are eſtabliſhed , and particular

lectures reſtricted to each claſs. The lectures

are divided into ſections, and the ſections into

claufes. The ſections are annually aſſigned by

the Chief Harod , to a certain number of ſkilful

companions in each claſs, who are denominated

SECTIONISTS ; and they are empowered to diſtri

bute the clauſes of their reſpective ſections, with

the approbation of the Chief Harod and General

Director, among certain private companions of

the Chapter, who are denominated CLAUSE

HOLDERS. Such companions as by aſſiduity be- .

come poſſeſſed of all the ſections in the lecture,

are called LECTURERS ; and out of theſe the Ge

neral Director is always choſen .

Every

50



OF MASONRY.
357

Every Companion who is honoured with a

Clauſe is, on his acceptance thereof, preſented

with a ticket, ſigned by the Chief Harod, ſpeci

fying the clauſe allotted to him . While this

ticket is carefully preſerved , he is entitled to en

joy all the privileges of a Clauſe -holder in the

Chapter, and takes rank accordingly. No Clauſe

holder can transfer his clauſe- ticket to another

Companion, unleſs the conſent of the Council

has been obtained for that purpoſe, and the Ge

neral Director has approved the Companion to

whom it is intended to be transferred, as quali

fied to hold it. And in caſe of the death , ſick

neſs, or non - reſidence in London, of any Lec

turer, Sectioniſt, or Clauſe-holder, a Companion

is immediately appointed to fill up the vacancy.

Thus the lectures are always complete ; and

once in every month, during the ſeſſion , are deli

vered , in a maſterly manner , in open Chapter. :

This Chapter is governed by a Grand Patron,

two Vice Patrons, a Chief Ruler, and two Affift

ants, with a Council of twelve reſpectable Com

panions, choſen annually at the Chapter neareſt

to the feſtival of St. John the Evangelift. To

this Chapter is alſo annexed a regular conſti

tuted lodge, which meets at the ſame place on

the ſecond Thurſday of every month, where

the uſual rites of maſonry are performed in a

very complete ſtyle.

In
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In 1788, another event worthy of notice in the

annals of maſonry, took place, by the inftitution

of the Royal Cumberland Free-maſon ſchool, for

maintaining, ſupporting, and educating female

orphans, children of indigent brethren . To

the benevolent exertions of chevalier Bartholo

mew Ruſpini, the fraternity were firſt indebted

for this eſtabliſhment. Fifteen children was the

number at firſt limited to be received into the

charity, but ten more have been ſince added:

Under the patronage of her royal highneſs the

ducheſs of Cumberland , the ſchool was origi

nally eſtabliſhed ; and to her foſtering hand is

now indebted for its preſent flouriſhing ſtate.

The annual contributions have lately conſider

ably increaſed, and this laudable inſtitution pro

miſes fair to have a permanent eſtabliſhment.

No child can be admitted into the ſchool under

the age of five , or above nine.

On the roth of February 1790, this inftitu

tion was particularly recommended by the Grand

Lodge to the ſeveral lodges, as deſerving encou .

Tagement.

The duke of Cumberland, continued in the

office of Grand Maſter till his death in Septem

ber 1790 ; and it may be truly ſaid, that ſuch a

valuable acquiſition was made to the Society

during his adminiſtration, as is almoſt unpa

ralleled in the annals of maſonry.

2
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On Thurſday the 9th of March 1786, his royal

highneſs prince William Henry, now duke of

Clarence, was initiated into maſonry at the lodge

No. 86, held at the Prince George inn at Ply

mouth .

On Thurſday the 6th of February 1787, his

royal highneſs the Prince of Wales was made a

mafon , at an occafional lodge convened for the

purpofe at the Star and Garter, Pall-mall, over

which the duke of Cumberland preſided in per

fon .

On Friday the 21ſt of November following ,

his royal highneſs the Duke of York was initie

ated into maſonry, at a ſpecial lodge convened

for the purpofe at the ſame place, and over

which the Grand Maſter preſided in perſon. His

highneſs was introduced by his royal brother

the Prince of Wales, who was preſent on the

occaſion , and aſſiſted at the ceremony.

On the roth of February 1790, regular no

tice was given in Grand Lodge, that his royal

highneſs Prince Edward, while on his travels,

was regularly initiated into maſonry in the Union

Lodge at Geneva.

The Grand Lodge, highly ſenſible of the great

honour conferred on the Society by the initiation

of ſo many royal perſonages, unanimouſly re

ſolved , that each of them ſhould be preſented

with an apron , lined with blue filk , the clothing

of
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of a Grand Officer, and that they ſhould be

placed, in all public meetings of the Society, on

the right hand of the Grand Maſter, and rank in

proceſſions as Paſt Grand Maſters.

On the 2d of May 1788, the grand feaſt was

honoured with the preſence of the duke of Cum

berland, the Grand Maſter in the chair ; attended

by his royal nephews, the Prince of Wales and

the Dukes of York and Clarence, with above five

hundred other brethren . This Grand Afſembly

confirmed the re -inſtatement of the members of

the lodge of Antiquity in all their maſonic pri

vileges, after an unfortunate ſeparation of ten

years ; and among thoſe who were re -inſtated,

the Author of this treatiſe had the honour to

be claffed .

On the 24th of November 1790, his royal

highneſs the Prince of Wales was elected to the

high and important office of Grand Maſter of

Maſons, and was pleaſed to appoint lord Raw

don Acting Grand Maſter, who had previouſly

filled that office under his late royal uncle, on the

refignation of the earl of Effingham , who had

gone abroad , having accepted the governorſhip

of Jamaica .

On the oth of February 1791 , the Grand

Lodge reſolved, on the motion of lord Petre ,

that, in teſtimony of the high ſenſe the fraternity

entertained of the honour done to the Society

4
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by his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales's ac

ceptance of the office of Grand Maſter, three

elegant chairs and candleſticks be provided for.

the uſe of the Grand Lodge ; and at the grand

feaſt in May following, theſe elegant chairs and

candleſticks were preſented to public view ; but

unfortunately the Grand Maſter's indiſpoſition

prevented him from honoring the Society with

his preſence. LordRawdon, however, officiated

as proxy for his royal highneſs, who was re

elected with the moſt joyful acclamations.

Having thus traced the progreſs of Maſonry

from its early dawn in England to a recent

period, I ſhall conclude this work, with a ſincere

wiſh , that an abler hand may profecute the hif

tory ; that, the principles of the inſtitution

being clearly underſtood, all narrow prejudices

may ceaſe to operate ; and that, the univerſality

of the ſyſtem being firmly eſtabliſhed , the So

ciety at large may be regulated according to its

original eſtabliſhment.

R
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magic on

Bjorks

COLLECTION

ODES, ANTHEMS, AND SONGS.

O DE I.

AIL to theCRAFT ! at whoſe ferene command

HALL
The gentle ARTs in glad obedienceſtand :

Hail, ſacred MasonRY! of ſource divine,

Unerring foy'reign of th ' unerring line :

Whoſe plumb of truth, with never failing ſway,

Makes the join'd parts of ſymmetry obey:

And to the finish'd ORDERS gives a place

Who rears vaſt ſtructuresfromthe wombofearth ,

Το of Art HER merit not confin'd ,

SHE regulates the moräls, ſquares the mind ;

Corrects with care the fallies of the foul,

And points the tide of paſſions where to roll :

On Virtue's tablet marks HER moral rule ,

And forms HER Lodge an univerſal ſchool;

Where Nature's myftic lawsunfolded ſtand,

And Senſe and Science join'd, gohand in hand.

O may HER ſocial rules inſtructive ſpread,

Till Truth erect HER long neglected head !

Till through deceitful night she dart her 'ray,

And beam full glorious in the blaze of day

Till men by virtuous maximslearn to move,

Till all the peopled world Her laws approve,

AndAdam's race are bound in brothers' love.

R 2
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CODE ' II.

[ Written by a Member of the ALFRED LODGE, at

OXFORD, ſet to Muſic by Dr. FISHER, and

performed at the Dedication of Free-Masons

HALL .]

STROPH E.

A I R.

WHAT folemn ſounds on holy Sinai rung,

When heavenly lyres by angel fingers ſtrung,

Accorded to th ' immortal lay,

That hymn’d Creation's natal day !

RECITATIVE, accompanied.

' Twas then the ſhouting fons of morn

Blefs'd the great omnific word ;

Abafh'd hoarfe jarring atcms heard ,

Forgot their pealing ſtrife,

And foftly crouded into life,

When Order, Law , and Harmony were born.

CHORUS.

The mighty Maſter's pencil warm ,

Trac'd out the ſhadowyform,

And bid each fair proportion grace

Smiling Nature's modeft face .

A IR.

Heaven's rareſt gifts were ſeen to join

To deck a finiſh'd form divine,

And fill the fovereign Artiſt's plan;

Th 'Almighty's image ſtampt the glowing frame,

And feaľà him with the nobleſt name,

Archetype of beauty, Man .

ANTE
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ANTISTROPHE.

SEMI-CHORUŚ AND CHORU S.

Ye fpirits pure, that rous'd the tuneful throng,

Andloos’d to rapture each triumphant tongue,

Again with quick inſtinctive fire,

Each harmonious lip infpire :

Again bid every vocal throat

Diffolve in tender votive ſtrain ."

AIR.

Now while yonder white -rob'd train

Before the myſtic fhrine,

In lowly adoration join , [ ing note.

Now ſweep the living lyre, and ſwellthe melt

RECITATIVE.

Yet ere the holy rites begin,

The conſcious ſhrine within

Bid your magie fong impart,

AIR

How within the waſted heart,

Shook by paſſion's ruthleſspower,

Virtue trimm'd her faded flower ,

To opening buds of faireſt fruit :

How from majeſtic Nature's glowing face,

She caughteach animating grace,

And planted there th ' immortal root.

E PODE

RECITATIVE, accompanied:

Daughter of gods, fair Virtue, if to thee

And thy bright lifter, Univerſal Love,

Soul of all good , e'er flow'd the foothing harmony

Of pious gratulation ;-from above,

To us, thy duteous votaries, impart

Preſence divine.

R 3 AIR.
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AIR,

The fons of antique Art,

In high myſterious jubilee ,

With Pæan loud, and ſolemn rites

Thy holy ſtep invite,

And court thy liftening. ear,

To drink the cadence clear

That ſwells the choral fymphony.

CHORUS.

To thee, by footprofane untrod,

Their votive hands have rear'd thehigh aboder

RECIT AT IVE . "

Here ſhall your impulſe kind,

Inſpire the tránced mind :

AIR

And lips of Truth ſhall ſweetly tell

What heavenly deeds befit,

The foulby Wiſdom's lelon mit;

What praiſeheclaims, who nöblyIpurns

Gay vanities oflife, and ţinfel joys,

For which unpurged 'fancy hurns.

CHORUS

Whạt pain heſhuns, who dares be wiſe ;

What glory wins, who daresexcel !
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ODE III .

[ Performed at the GRAND CHAPTER of HARODIM .

* Written by Brother NOORTHOUCK . Set to Mufic

by Brother WEBBE . ]

OPENING.

ORDER is Heaven's firſt law : throughbound

leſs ſpace

Unnumber'd orbs roll round theirdeftin'd race ;

On earth, as ſtrict arrangements ſtill appear ,

Suiting the varying ſeaſons of the year :

Beneficence divinepreſents to view

Its plenteous gifts to man, in order true ;

But chief a mind, theſe blellingsto improve ,

By arts, by ſcience, by fraternal love.

DIVIS FON.

Whermen exalttheirviews toHeaven'shigh will,

With ſteady aim their duty to fulfill,

The mind expands, its ſtrength appears,

Growingwiththeir growing years,

Mounting the apex -of malonic.iiii.

Be this the earneſt purpoſe of our lives,

Succeſs muft-crown themanwho nobly ſtrives!

CONCLUSION.

Loud let us raiſe our ſwelling ſtrains,

And Harodim proclaim ,

Of excellence the name ;

Good will to all, love to each other ,

The due of every ſkilful brother,

Who worthily ourancient lore maintains.

Our mirthand our pleaſure,

By prudence we meaſure ;

And, cheerfully parting, exchange an adieu ;

Till we meetwith freſh ardour,ourplan to purſue.

R4
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OD E IV.

( Performed at COACH -MAKERS ' -HALL . Written

by Mr. Brown . Set to Muſic by Mr. Remy .]

RECITATIVE,

WHEN firſt the golden mornaloft,

With maiden breezes whiſp'ring ſoft,

Sprung from the eaſt with rofy wing,

To kiſs the heav'nly firſt-born ſpring ;

Jehovah then, from hallow'd earth ,

Gave Maſonry immortal birth ;

'Twas then the new creation
rung,

And thus the Hoſt of Heaven ſung :

A IR.

Hail, hail, o hail, thou ſource of love,

Great Artiſt of this goodly frame !

The earth and ſea , the ſky above,

Thou form'ſt to thy immortal frame !

SEMI-CHOR US.

To thee our fire,

The cherub choir

The air move with ſeraphic found ,

Ye breezes ſweet,

The cadence meet,

And waft it o'er the hallow'd ground.

9

AIR.

Ten thouſand orbial beauties bright,

Which long confus'd in chaoslay,

Thou brought'lt them forth to givedelight,

And make the face of Heaven gay.

SEMI-CHORU S.

To theç our fire, & c .

RECI
RECE
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RECITATIVE.

' Twas thus the Heavens in concert rung ,

While Nature kind from chaos fprung ,

Brought forth her tender infant green ,

And flowery fweets, to deck theſcene :

To finiſh then the Artiſt's plan,

Of pureft mould he form ' , the Man ;

Then gave him an immortal foul,

And bid him live, and rule the whole ;

While angels, from their golden ſhrine ,

Sung with angelic ſtrainsdivine :

& IR ..

Happy, happymortals riſë ,

Taitewithus immortal joys ,

Blooming on yon ſacred tree

Planted by the Deity ;

The hallow'd fruit is MASONRY .

Far beyond the pregnant ſky,

There the hopes of Maſons lie,

Maſons happy choice above,

Mafons every bleſſing prove,

Friendſhip , harmony, and love.

RECITA T I.V E.

Since perfect love and power
divine

Firſt gave our ſcience birth ,

So friendthip ſhall our hearts entwine,

And harmonize the earth ;

Behold the virgin hither flies,

To crown us with her bliſsful joys.

R 5
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A IR.

Blooming as fair Eden's bower,

Friendfhip, goddeſs heavenly bright,

Dropping ina balmy fhower,

Breathing concord and delight;

Each Mafan feels the ſacred fire

Glow with ardour in his heart ;

The flame inſpires him with delire

To relieve each other's ſmart.

FULL CHORUS.

From Heaven fince ſuch bleſſings flow ,

Let every Mafon while below

Our noble ſcience here improve ;

" Twill raiſe his ſoul to realms above,

And make hislodge - a lodge of love.

ODE . V.

WAKE the lute and quiv'ring Itrings,

Myſtic truths Urania brings ;

Friendly viſitant, tothee

We owe the depths of MASONRY ;

Faireſt of the virgin choir,

Warbling to the golden lyre,

Welcome; here thy ART prevail !

Hail ! divine Urania, hail !

Here in Friendſhip's ſacred bawer,

The downy-wing'd and fmiling hour,

Mirth invites, and ſocial Song,

Nameleſs myfteries among :

Crown the bowl, and fill the glaſs,

' To every virtue, every grace,

To
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To the BROTHERHOOD refound

Health , and let it thrice go round.

We reſtore the times of old ,

The blooming glorious age of gold ;

As the new creation free,

Bleft with gay Euphrolyne ;

We with godlike Science talk ,

And withfair Aſtræa walk 3

Innocence adorns the day,

Brighter than the ſmiles of May.

Pour the rofy wine again ,

Wake a louder, louder ſtrain 3

Rapid zephyrs, as ye fly,

Waft our voices to the ſky ;

While we celebrate the NINE,

And the wonders of the Trine,

While the ANGELS fing above,

As we below , of PEACE and LOVE.

ODE VI.

[ By Brother DUNCKERLEY .)

ALMIGHTY Sire ! our heavenly king,

Before whoſe ſacred name we bend ,

Accept the praiſes which we fing,

And to our humblé prayer attend !

All hail, great architect divine !

This univerſal frame is thine.

Thou who did'It Perſia's king command,

A proclamationto extend,

That Ifrael's fons might quit his land ,

Their holy temple to attend.

R 6 Thal
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That ſacred place where three in one ,

Compris'd thy comprehenſive Name ;

And where the bright meridian ſun

Was ſoon thy glory to proclaim .

Thy watchful eye, a length of time,

The wond'rous circle did attend :

The glory and the power be thine,

Which ſhall from age to age deſcend .

On thy omnipotence we reſt,

Secure of thy protection here ;

And hope hereafter to be bleſt,

When we have left this world of care ."

Grant us, great God, thy powerfulaid,

To guide us through this vale oftears ;

For where thy goodneſs is diſplay'd,

Peace foothsthe mind, and pleaſure cheers.

Inſpire us with thy grace divine,

Thy facred law our guide ſhall be :

To every good our hearts incline,

From everyevil keep us free.

All hail ! &c.

}
ODE VII.

[By the SAME .]

HAIL , univerſal Lord'!

By heaven and earth ador'd :

All hail ! great God !

Before thy Name we bend,

To us thy grace extend,

And to our prayer attend.

All hail ! great God !
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ODEODE VIII.

1

[ Set to Muſic by Dr. ARNOLD . )

ASSIST me, ye fair tuneful Nine,

Euphroſyne grant me thy aid ,

While the honours I fing of the Trine;

Preſide o'er my numbers, blythe maid ?

Ceafe Clamour and Faction , oh cease,

Fly hence all ye cynical train ;

Diſturb not, diſturb not the lodge's ſweet peace,

Where ſilence and ſecrecy reign ...

Religion untainted here dwells,

Here the morals of Athens are taught ;

Great Hiram's tradition here tells

How the world out of chaos was brought.

With fervency, freedom , and zeal,

Our maſter's commands we obey ;

No cowan , no cowan our ſecrets can ſteal,

No babbler our myft'ries betray.

Here Wiſdom her ſtandard diſplays,

Here nobly the Sciences ſhine ;

Here the temple's vaſt column we raiſe,

And finiſh a work that's divine.

Illum'd from the Eaſt with pure light,

Here Arts do their bleſſings beſtow ;

And, all perfect, all peşfect, unfold to the fight, ;

What none but a Maſon can know ,

If

/
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If on earth any praiſe can be found,

Any virtue unnam'd in my ſong ;

Any grace in the univerſe round,

May theſe to a Mafon belong :

May each brother his paflion ſubdue,

Proclaim charity, concord, and love ;

And be hail'd, and be haiļd by the thrice happy

few

Who preſide in the Grand Lodge above !

ODE IX. 1

URANIA, hail ! to thee we fing,

And all with pleaſure own the lay ;

Which from thy facred fountain ſpring ,

To clad the free -born fons of day ;

O ftill attend our meetings here ,

With peace ferëne, and joy ſincere.

True joys unruffled, calm repoſe,

In friendſhip's ſacred band behold ,

The happy recompence of thofe

Who laws and liberty uphold ;

Who ſcorn all baſe, unmanly views,

From vice refrain , and virtue choſe.

May each free -mafon good and true ,

In Britain's ille be ever found ;

And in remoteft, regions too ,

May love and harmony abound ;

And all confeſs true Wiſdom's power,

Till Time and Maſons are no more.

2
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ODE X.

ARISE, gentle Muſe, and thy wiſdom impart

To eachboſom that glowswith the love of our Art;

Forthe bliſs that from thy inſpiration accrues ,

Iswhatall ſhould admire,and each maſon purſues.

CHORU S.

Hence Harmony ſprings, 'tisthecement of love ,

Fair freedom on earth , and bright union aboye.

Tho' malice our joy ſhould attempt to control,

Tho' diſcord around like an ocean ſhould roll ;

To the one we'll be deaf, to the other be blind,

For wiſdom alone is the ſtrength of the mind.

The bright charms of beauty for ever will ſhine,

Our Art to adorn with a luſtre divine,
[ truth ,

Till Time, circling round, ſhall unfold the great

Which thus has united the fage and the youth.

fostcodoogoooodoo pooloo hooooooooooogo

ANTHEM I.

GRANT us, kind Heaven ! what we requeft,

In maſonry let us be bleft ;

Direct us to that happy place

Where Friendſhip ſmiles in every face :

Where Freedom and ſweet Innocence

Enlarge the mind and cheer the fenſe.

Where ſcepter'd Reaſon , from her throne, ,

Surveys the LODGE, and makes us one ;

And Harmony's delightful ſway

For ever ſheds ambroſial day :

Where we bleſt Eden's pleaſures taste,

While balmy joys are our repaſt.

No
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No prying eye can view ushere ;

No fool or knave diſturb our cheer :

Our well-form'd laws ſet mankind free,

And give relief to miſery :

The poor, opprefs'd with woe and grief,

Gain from our bounteous hands relief.

Our LODGE the focial Virtues grace ,

And Wiſdom's rules we fondly trace ;

Whole Nature open to our view ,

Points out the paths we ſhould purſue.

Let us fubhift in laſting peace,

And may our happineſs increaſe !

Α Ν Τ Η Ε Μ ΙL .

BY Maſons' Art th ' aſpiring dome

On ſtately columns ſhall ariſe,

All climates are their native home,

Their godlike actions reach the ſkies.

Heroes and kings revere their name,

While poets fing their laſting fame.

Great, noble, gen'rous,good, and brave ;;

All virtues they muſt juftly claim ;

Their deedsſhalllivé beyond the grave,

And thoſe unborn their praiſe proclaim .

Time ſhall their glorious acts eirol,

While lqye, and friendihip.charm the ſoul.

1
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!

Α Ν Τ Η Ε Μ ΙΙΙ..

« LET there be light !" — the Almighty ſpoke,

Refulgent ſtreamsfrom chaos broke,

To illumethe riſing earth !

Well pleas'd the Great Jehovah ſtood

The Power Supreme pronounc'd it good ,

And gave the planets birth !

In choral numbers Maſons join ,

To bleſs and praiſe this light divine.

Parent of light ! accept our praiſe !

Who ſheddit on us- thy brighteſt rays,

The light that fills his mind

By choice felected , lo ! we ſtand,

By friendſhip join'd, a ſocial band !

That love that aid mankind !

In choral numbers, &c.

The widow's tear -- the orphan's cry

Allwants - our ready hands ſupply,

As far as power is given !

The naked clothe -- thepris'ner free

Theſe are thy works, ſweet Charity!

Reveal'd to us from Heaver !

In choral numbers, & c .

ANTHEM IV .

To Heaven's high Architect all praiſe,

All praiſe, all gratitude be given ;

Who deign'd the human ſoul toraiſe,

By myſtic ſecrets ſprung from Heaven .

CHORUS.

Sound aloud the great JEHOVAH's prailo :

To him the dome, thetemple wiſe.
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SONG I.

[ Tune, Attic Fire. ]

ARISE , and blow thy trumpet, Fame !

Free -maſonryaloud proclaim ,

To realms and worlds unknown :

Tell them of mighty David's fon,

The wife, the matchleſs Solomon ,

Pris'd far above his throne.

The folemn temple's cloud - capt towers,

Th' afpiting domes are works of qurs,

By us thoſe piles were rais'd :

Then bid mankind with ſongs advance,

And -through - th ': ethereal vaſt expanſe,

Let maſonry be-prais'd !

We help the poor in timeof need,

The nakedclothe, the hungry feed ,

" Tis our foundationſtone :

We

For friendſhip rivetsmantoman ,

And makes usall as one .

Stilllouder, Fame! thytrumpet blow ;

Let all the diftantregionsknow

Knee maſonry isthis :

Almighty Wiſdom gave åt birth ,

And Heaven has fix'd it here on earth ,

A type of future bliſs !

we build ypon the nobleft-plan, cbores 3 timen
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SONG II.

( Tuxe, He comes , &c. ]

UNITE, unite, your voices raiſe ;

Loud, loudly ſingFree-maſons' praiſe :

Spread far and wide their ſpotleſs fame,

And glory in the ſacred name.

Behold , behold , the upright-band,

În Virtue's paths go hand in hand ;

They fhun each ill, they do no wrong,

Striết honour does to them belong.

How juſt, bow juſt are all their ways ,

Superior far to mortal praiſe !

Their worth , deſcription far exceeds,

For matchleſs are Free-maſons' deeds.

Go on , go on , ye just and true,

Still, till the famebright paths.purſue .;

Th’admiring world . Ihall.on.ye gaze,

And Friendhip’s altar ever blaze.

Begone, begone, fly diſcord hence!

With party rage and inſolence !

Sweet peace ſhall bleſs this happy -band,

And freedom (mile throughoutthe land.

SONG HI.

'fTune, Rule Britannia:]

WHEN earth's foundation - firſt was laid ,

By thealmighty Artiſt's hand,

'Twas then our perfect, our perfect laws were

Eſtabliſh'dby his ſtrict command. [ made,

CHORUS.

Hail, myſterious; hail, glorious Maſonrý !

That makes us ever great andfree.

In
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In vain , mankind for ſhelter fought,

In vain from placeto place did roam ,

Uneil from heaven , from heaven he was taught

To plan , to build, to fix his home.

Illuftrious hence we date our Art,

And now in beauteous piles appear ;

Which ſhall to endleſs, to endleſs time impart,

How worthy and how great we are .

Norme leſs fam'd for

By which the human thought is bound ;

Love, truth ,andfriendſhip, and friendſhip ſocially ,

Join all our hearts and handsaround .

Our adións ſtill by virtue bleſt,

And to our precepts ever true,

The world admiring, admiring ſhall requeſt

To learn , and our bright paths purſue,

every tie,

SONG IV .

[ Tune, Rule Britannia. ]

ERE God the Univerſe began ,

In one rude chaos matter lay,

Which wild diſorder over -rang

Nor knew of lightone glimmering ray'ı

While, in darknes, o'er the whole

Confuſion reign'dwithout control.

Then Godaroſe, his thunders hari'd ,

And bad the elements ariſe ';

In air he hung the pendent world,

And o'er it ſpread the azure kies ;

Starş.in circles eaus’d to run,

And in the centre fox'd the Sun.

Then

US
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Then Man he call'd forth out of duſt,

And form'd him with a living foul ;

All things committed to his truit,

And made him ruler of the whole ;

But, ungrateful unto Heaven,

The rebel was from Eden driven.

From thence proceeded all our woes,

Nor could mankind one, comfort cheer ;

Until Free-maſonry aroſe,

And form’d another Eden here ;

'Tis only on maſonic ground,

Pleaſure with innocence is found .

1

.

' Tis here the pureſt fountains flow ,

Here naught currupt can enter -in ;;

Here trees of knowledge ſtately grow ,

Whoſe fruit we taſte, exempt from ſin ;

In friendſhip ſweet we ſtill abound,

While guardian Angels hover round.

SONG V..

[Written by Brother Noor THOUCK , and ſung in

the PROVINCIAL GRAND Lodgeat Margate

in Kent, June 12 , 1786, by Biother Robson .]

[ Tune, Rule Britannia .]

WHILE trifles lead the world aftray,

And vice ſeduces giddy youth ;

Rejoice, my brethren, in this auſpicious day,

That guides a ſteady few to truth :

Raiſe, raiſe your voices, ye Kentiſh Maſons all,

' Tis SAWBRIDGE rules, obey his call.

Shall
A
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Shall Maſonry through Britain ſpread ,

And flouriſh every where but here ?

Forbid it, Virtue ! while you our footſteps lead

Kent foremoſt ſhall in worth appear :

Huzza, my brethren ! to SAWBRIDGE raiſe the

Our grateful ſtrains to him belong. [ ſong ,

When Harold's crown the Norman gain'd,

In Kent a hardy race he found ; [ ſtain'd ,

Whoſe ſons to cheriſh , their ' ancient fame un

Preſerve it on mafonic ground :

True to your duty, your anceſtors and land,

Let SAWBRIDGE leada worthy band.

Away with politics andnews,

Away with controverfies all ;

We're here united, above all party views,

And gladly hail the ſocial call :

Fill , fill your glaſſes; let SAWBRIDGE be the toaſt ,

Long may 'we his protection boaſt !

S O N G VI.

[ A NACREONTIC.]

NOT the fictions of Greece, or the dreams of

old Rome, [ ſume :

Shall with viſions miſlead , or with meteors con

No Pegaſus' wings my ſhort'ſoarings miſguide ;

Nor raptures detaiñ me on Helicon fide .

All clouds now diffolve ; from the eaft' beams the

Truth riſes in glory, and wakens the lay. [ day—

The eagle -ey'd Muſe - ſees the light– fills the

grove [ Love !

With the ſong of Free-maſons, qfFriendſhip, and

Infpir'd



[ 383 ]

Inſpir'd with the theme, the Divinity flies ;

And thron'd on a rainbow - before her arife

Paſt, Preſent, and Future with ſplendid array,

In maſonic ſucceſſion, their treaſures diſplay :

She views murder'd Merit by ruffian -hand fall,

And the gravegive its deadup,at fellow :hip's call!

While the craft, by their badges, their innocence

prove ;

And the ſong of Free -maſons is Friendſhip and

Love!

Fromthoſe ages remote, ſee the Muſe fpeedsher

To join in the glories the Preſent diſplay. [way,

In freedom and friendſhip, ſhefees the trueband

With their fplendor and virtues illumine the land.

Religion's pure beams break the vapours ofnight,

And from darknefs myſterious, the Word gives

the light!

While the Lodge here below , as the choirsfrom

above,

Join the fong of Free-maſons in Friendſhip and

Love !

That theFuture might keep, whatthePrefentbe

ſtows

In rapture prophetic the goddeſs-árofe,

As the ſung through the ſkies , angels echo'd the

found ,

And thewindsborethenotestotheregionsaround !

The kind proclamation our ſong ſhall retain ,

" Twas That Maſonry long may its luftre main

tain :

* Andtill Timebe no more , our fraternity prove,

• That the objects we aim at, are Friendhip and

Love ! '
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SONG VII.

[ Tune, Rural Fericity. ]

YEdult ſtupid Mortals,giveo'er your conjectures,

Since Free-maſons' ſecrets.ye ne'er can obtain ;

The Bible and compaſſes are our directors,

And ſhall be as long as this world doth remain.

Here friendſhip intiting, here freedom delighting,

Ourmoments in innocent mirth we employ :

CHORUS.

Come, ſee, mąſons' felicity ,

Working and ſinging with hearts full of joy .

No other Society that you can mention,

Which has been , is now , or hereafter ſhall be,

However ſo laudable is its intention ,

Can ever compare with divine maſonry.

No envy, no quarrels, can here blaſt our laurels,

No paflion our pleaſure can ever annoy :

Come, ſee, &c.

To aid one another we always are ready,

Our rites and our ſecrets we carefully guard ;

The lodge to ſupport, we like pillars are ſteady, .

No Babel confuſion our work can retard .

Ye mortals come hither, affemble together,

And taſte of thoſe pleaſures which never can cloy.

Come, fee, &c.

We are to the Maſter for ever obedient,

Whenever he calls , to the lodge we repair ;

Experience has taught us, that 'tismoft obedient

Toʻlive within compaſs, and act on the ſquare,

Let mutual agreement be Free-mafons cement,

Until the whole univerſe Time ſhall deſtroy :

Come, fee, &c.
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SONG VIII.

[ Tune, When Phoebus the tops , &c . ]

WHILE princes and heroes promiſcuouſly fight,

And for the world's empire exert all their might,

We fit in our lodges from danger ſecure ,

No hardſhips we meet with , no pains we endure ;

But each brother cheerfully joins in a ſong :

Our rites we renew,

Our pleaſures purſue ;

Thus we waft time along,

To reſtleſs ambition we never give way ,

Our friends and our ſecrets we never betray :

Henceforth , Oye Heroes, your ravages ceaſe,

And the laurels ye wear, to Free -maſons releaſe :

Tho'
ye won them by warfare, we claim them by

peace.

They are ours, ours , ours, ours, ours ;

Tho' ye won them by warfare, we claim them by

peace.

SONG IX . ';

[ T'une, Ilearts of Oak .] .

NO fect in the world can with maſons compare ,

So ancient, fo noble the badge is they wear,

That all other Orders, however eſteem'd,

Inferior to maſonry juſtly is deem'd .

CHORUS.

We always are free ,

And for ever agrte ;

Supporting each other,

Brother helps brother,

No mortals on carth are ſo friendly as we.

S When

2
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When firſt attic fire mortals glory became,

Tho'ſmall was the ſpark , it ſoon grew to a flame ;

As Phoebus celeſtial tranſcendently bright,

It ſpread o'er the world a freſh torrent of light.

We always, & c.

The greateſt of monarchs, the wiſeft of men ,

Free -maſonry honour'd again and again ;

And nobles have quitted all other delights,

With joy to preſide o'er our myftical rites.

Wealways, &c.

Tho’ſome may pretend we've no ſecrets to know ,

Such idle opinions their ignorance ſhow ;

While others, with raptures, cry out, they're re

veald,

In free -maſon's boſoms they ſtill lie conceal'd .

We always, & c.

Coxcomical pedants may ſay what they can,

Abufe us, ill uſe us, and laugh at our plan ;

We'll temper our mortar, enliven our fouls,

And join in achorus o'er full flowing bowls.

We always, & c.

SONG X.

[ Tune, Goddeſs of Eaſe.]

GENIUS of Maſonry deſcend,

And with thee bring thy ſpotleſs train ;

Conſtant our ſacred rites attend,

While we adore thy peaceful reign ;

Bring with thee Virtue, brighteſt maid ,

Bring Love, bring Truth , and Friendſhip here ;

While focial mirth fhall lend her aid ,

To ſmooth the wrinkled brow of Care .

2 Comes
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Come, Charity , with goodneſs crown'd,

Encircled in thy heavenly robe,

Diffuſe thy bleſſings all around,

To every corner of the globe :

See where ſhe comes, with power to bleſs,

With open hand, and tender heart,

Which wounded feels at man's diſtreſs,

And bleeds at every human ſmart.

Envy may every ill deviſe,

And falſehood be thy deadlieſt foe,

Thou Friendſhip ſtill ſhalt tovering riſe,

And fink thine adverſaries low :

Thy well -built pile ſhall long endure,

Through rolling years preſerve its prime,

Upon a rock it ftands fecure,

And braves the rude aſſaults of Time.

Ye happy few , who here extend,

In perfect lines, from eaſt to weſt,

With fervent zeal the Lodge defend,

And lock its ſecrets in each breaſt :

Since ye are met upon the ſquare,

Bid'love and friendſhip jointly reign,

Be peace and harmony your care,

Nor break the adamantine chain .

Behold the planets how they move,

Yet keepđưe order as they run ;

Then imitate the ſtars above,

And ſhine reſplendent as the Sun :

That future maſons, when they meet,

May all our glorious deeds rehearſe ,

And lay, their fathers wereſo great,

That they adorn'd the univerſe.

S 2
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SONG XI.

[ Tune, Arno's Vale. ]

WHEN my divine Althæa's charms

No more ſhall kindle ſoft alarms,

And the keen lightning of her eye

Paffes unfelt, unheeded by ;

When moral Beauty's heavenly form

Shall ceaſe the frozen foul to .warm ;

When manners thus corrupt we ſee,

Farewel the ſweets of MASONRY !

When Science Thall withdraw her light,

And Error ſpread a Gothic night ;

When Pity's facred ſource is dry,

No pearly drop to melt the eye ;

When Truth İhall hide her bluſhing head, ;

And famiſh'd Virtue beg her bread;

When manners thus corrupt we fee,

Farewel the ſweets of MASONRY !

But while the fair tranſport our fight,

And moral beauty's charms delight;

While Science lifts her torch on high,

And Pity thaws the melting eye ;

While Truth maintains defpotic power,

And Virtue charms without a dower ;

While manners thus unftain’d we fee,

All hail, the ſweets of MASONRY !

SONG XII.

ON, on , my dear brethren, purſue your great lec

Refine on the precepts of old architecture; (ture ,

High honourto maſons the craft daily brings,

Who are brothers of princes, and fellowsof kings .

We
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Wedrove the rude Vandals and Goths off the ſtage,

Reviving the art of Auguſtus’ fam'd age ;

And Vefpafian deſtroy'd the vaſt temple in vain ,

Since ſo many now riſe where our principles reign .

The noble five Orders , compos’d with ſuch art,

Will amaze the fix'd
eye,

and
engage

the whole

heart ;

Proportion's ſweet harmony gracing the whole,

Gives our work, like the glorious creation , a ſoul.

Then, Maſter, and brethren, preſerve your great

name,

This Lodge ſo majeſtic will purchaſe you

Rever'd it ſhall ſtand till all nature expire,

And its glories ne'er fade till the world is on fire.

See, ſee, behold here, what rewards all our toil,

Intvigorates genius, and bids nature ſmile :

To our noble GrandMaſter let bumpers be crown'd,

To all maſons, a bumper, ſo let it go round.

Again, my loy'd brethren, again let it paſs,

Our ancient firm union cements with the glaſs :

And all the contention 'mong maſons ſhall be,

Who better can work, or who better agree.

fame;

SONG XIII.

HAIL Maſonry , thou craft divine !

Glory of earth , from Heaven reveal’d ;

Which doth with jewels precious ſhine,

From all but maſons
eyes

conceal'd :

Thy praiſes due, who can rehearſe,

In 'nervous profe, or flowing verſe ?

AllS 3
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All craftſmen true diſtinguiſh'd are,

Our code all other laws excel ;

And what's in knowledge choice and rare ,

Within our breaſts fecurely dwell.

The filent breaſt, the faithful heart,

Preſerve the ſecrets of the Art.

From ſcorching heat and piercing cold,

From beaſts, whoſe roar the foreſt rends ;

From the aſſaults of warriors bold,

The maſons' Art mankind defends.

Be to this Art due honour paid,

From which mankind receives ſuch aid ,

Enſigns of ſtate that feed our pride,

Diſtinctions troubleſome and vain ,

By maſons true are laid aſide,

Art's free- born fons ſuch toys diſdain .

Ennobled by the name they bear,

Diſtinguiſh'd by the badge they wear .

Sweet fellowſhip, from envy free,

Friendly converſe of brotherhood ;

The lodge's laſting cementbe,

Which has for ages firmly ſtood .

A lodge thus built, for ages paſt

Has lafted, and ſhall ever laſt .

Then let us celebrate the praiſe

Of all who have enrich'd the Art ,

Let gratitude our voices raiſe ,

And each true brother bear a part,

Let cheerful ſtrains their fame reſound,

And living maſons healths go round.



[ 391 ]

SONG XIV .

[ Tune, In Infancy, &c . ]

LET Maſonry , from pole to pole,

Her facred laws expand,

Far as the mighty waters roll,

To waſh remoteft land :

That Virtue has not left mankind,

Her ſocial maxims prove,

For ſtampt upon the mafon's mind

Are Unity and Love.

Aſcending to her native ſky,

Let Maſonry increaſe ;

A glorious pillar rais’d on high,

Integrity its baſe.

Peace adds to olive boughs, entwind,

An emblematic dove,

As ſtampt upon the maſon's mind

Are Unity and Love.

SONG XV .

WHEN Heaven deſign'd that man ſhould know

All that was good and great below ;

This was thehappy, choice decree,

The bleſſings of Free-maſonry.

Hence Peace and Friendſhip deign to ſmile,

Inſtructive rules the hours beguile :

In ſocial joy and harmony

Aré ſpent the hours of Maſonry.

To Beauty's ſhrine they homage pay,

Its power -they know , and own its ſway ;

And this their toaſt will always be ,

Succeſs to Love andMaſonry.

S4 Of
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Of modern learning, ancient lore ,

Maſons poſſeſs an ample ſtore ;

At faction ſpurn, but loyalty

Congenial is with Maſonry.

When taſte and genius bothcombine,

To ſhape the ſtone or drawthe line ;

In fair proportion juſt and free,

All own the power of Maſonry.

Whate'er in ſculptur'd ſkill we prize,

Or domes are rear’d, or ſtructures riſe ;

Such wonders ne'er mankind could ſee,

But from the help of Maſonry.

An edifice we're proud to own ,

Of wood not made, nor yet of ſtone ;

Whofe angles, fquares, and ſymmetry,

Are emblems of Free-maſonry.

It's founded on a brother's love,

Relief and Truth its pillars prove ;

Its corner -ſtone is Charity ;

The building's then Free -maſonry.

By Nature rear'd , improv'd by, Art,

The manſion view , a maſon's heart,

Which ne'er was equall'd, all agree ,

When modell’d by Free -maſonry .

SONG XVI.

[ Tune, Mulberry Tree.]

YE fons of fair Science, impatient to learn ,

What's meant by a Maſon you here maydiſcern ;

He ſtrengthens theweak;hegives light to theblind,

And the naked heclothes - is a friend to mankind.

All
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All ſhall yield to Malonry

Bend to thee,

Bleſt Maſonry ;

Matchleſs was he who founded thee,

And thou, like himgimmortal fhalt be.

He walks on the levelof Honour and Truth ,

And ſpurns thewild paſſions of folly andyouth ;

The compaſs and ſquare all his frailties, reprove ,

And his ultimate object is brotherly love .

The temple ofKnowledge henobly doth -raife,

Supported by Wiſdom , and Learning its baſe ;

When reard and adorn’d, ſtrength andbeauty

unite ,

And he views the fair ſtructure with conſcious

delight .

With fortitude bleſs’d, he's a ſtranger to fears,

And govern'd by Prudence, he cautiouſly ſteers ;

Till Temperanceſhews him the port of Content,

And Juſtice unaſk'd, gives the lign of conſent.

Inſpir'd by his feelings, he bounty imparts,

For Charity ranges at large in our hearts ;

And an indigentbrother reliev'd from his woes,

Feels a pleaſure inferior to him who beſtows.

Thus a maſon I've drawn, and expos’d to your view ,

And truth muſt acknowledge the figure is true ;

Then members become, let's be brothers and

friends,

There's a Secret remaining will make you

amends. 1

S 5 ,
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SONG XVII.

[ Twis, God ſave the King .)

HAIL , MASONRT divine !

Glory of agesſhine,

Long may'it thou reign !

Where'er thy lodges ftand ,

May they have great command,

Andalways grace the land,

Thou Art divine !

Great fabrics ftill ariſe,

And graze the azure ſkies ,

Great are thy ſchemes !

Thy noble Orders are

Matchleſs beyond compare :

No Art with thee can ſhare ,

Thou Art divine !

Hiram , the architect,

Did all the craft direct

How they ſhould build ;

Sol'mon , great Ifr'el's king,

Did mighty, bleſſings bring, Chorus 3 times.

And left us room to ſing,

Hail, royal Art !

SONG XVIII.

[By Brother NoorTHOUCK . ]

LET drunkards boaſt the power of wine,

And reel from ſide to ſide ;

Let lovers kneel at Beauty's fhrine,

The ſport of female pride:

Be ours the more exalted part,

To celebrate the maſons' Art,

And ſpread its praiſes wide.

То

1
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To densand thickets dark and rude

For ſhelter beaſts repair į

With ſticks and ſtrawsthe feather'd brood

Suſpend their neſts in

And man untaught, as wild as theſe,

Binds up fad huts with boughs of treesy

And feeds on wretched fate .

But Science dawning in his mind,

The quarryhe explores ;

Induſtry andthe Arts combin'd

Improv'd all Nature's ſtores :

Thuswalls were built, and houſes rear's ,

No ſtorms or tempefts now are fear'd

Within his well- fram'd doors.

When ſtately palaces ariſe ,

When columns grace the hall,

When towers and fpires falute the ſkies,

We owe to maſons all :

Nor buildings only do they give,

But teach men how within to live,

And yield to Reaſon's call .

All party quarrels they deteſt ,

For Virtue and the Arts,

Lodg'd in each true Free -mafon's breaſt,

Unite and rule their hearts :

By theſe, while mafons ſquare their minds,

The ſtate no better ſubjects finds,

· None act more upright parts.

When Bucks and Albions are forgot,

Free-maſons will remain ;

Muſhrooms, each day, ſpring up and rot,

While oaks ſtretch o'er the plain :

Let others quarrel, rart, and roar ;

Their noifyrevels when no more,

Still maſonry ſhall reign .

S6 Our
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Our leathern aprons we compare

With garters red and blue ;

Princes and Kings our brothers are,

While they our rules purſue :

Then drink ſucceſs and health to all

The craft around this earthly ball ,

May brethren ſtill prove true !

SONG XIX .

COME let us prepare ,

We brothers that are

Aſſembled on merry occaſion :

To drink, laugh, and ſing,

Be he beggar or king,

Here's a health to an Accepted Mafon .

The world is in pain

Our ſecrets to gain ,

And ſtill let them wonder and gaze on :

They ne'er can divine

The word or the fign

Of a Free and an Accepted Maſon. '

'Tis this, and 'tis that,

They cannot tell what,

Nor why the great men of the nation ,

Should aprons put on,

And make themſelves one ,

With a Free and an Accepted Mafon .

Great Kings, Dukes, and Lords,

Have laid by their fwords,

Our myſtry to put a good grace on ;

And ne'er been afham'd

To hear themſelves nam'd

With a Free and an Accepted Mafon .

Antis
1
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Antiquity's pride

We have on our ſide,

To keep up our old reputation ;

There's nought but what's good

To be underſtood,

By a Free and an Accepted Maſon .

We're true and ſincere,

And juſt to the Fair ;

Who will truſt us on any occaſion ;

No mortal can more

The Ladies adore,

Than a Free and an Accepted Maſon .

Then join hand in hand ,

By each brother firm ſtand,

Let's be merry, and put a bright face on ;

What mortal can boaſt

So noble a toaſt

As a Free and an Accepted Maſon.

SONG XX.

YE thrice happy few

Whoſe hearts have been true,

In concord and unity found ;

Let us fing and rejoice,

And unite every voice,

To ſend the gay chorus around,

CHORUS.

Like pillars we ſtand,

· An immoveable band,

Cemented by power from above ;

Then freely let paſs

The generous glaſs

To Maſonry, Friendſhip, and Love.

The
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The GRAND ARCHITECT,

Whoſe word did erect

Eternity, meaſure, and ſpace,

Firſt laid the fair plan

Whereon he began

The cement of friendfhip and peace .

Whoſe firmneſs of hearts,

Fair treaſure of Arts,

To the eye of the vulgar unknown ;

Whoſe luſtre can beam

New ſplendor and fame,

To the pulpit, the bar, and the throne.

The great David's ſon ,

The wiſe Solomon ,

As written in Scripture's bright page ;

A Mafonbecame,

The fav'rite of Fame,

Thewonder and pride of his age.

Indiffoluble bands

Our heartsand our hands

In focial benevolence bind ;

For true to his cauſe ,

By immutable laws,

A maſon's a friend to mankind.

Let joy flow around,

And peace, olive bound ,

Prefide at our myſtical rites ;

Whoſe conduct maintains

Our auſpicious domains,

And freedom with order unites.

NOR
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Nor let the dear maid

Our myſteries dread ,

Or think them repugnant to love ;

To Beauty we bend,

Her empire defend,

An empire deriv'd from above .

Then let us unite,

Sincere and upright,

On the level of virtue to ſtand :

No mortal can be

So happy as we

With a brother and friend in each hand,

SONG XXI.

When a lodge of Free-mafons are cloth'd in their

In order to make a new brother, [ aprons,

With firm hearts and clean hands, they repair to

And juftly ſupport one another. [ their ſtands,

Truſty brother, take care,ofeve-droppers beware,

" Tis a juſt and a folemn occafion ; [ know ,

Give the Word and the Blow , that workmen may

There's one aſks to be made a Free-maſon .

The Maſter ſtands due, and his officers too ,

While the craftſmen are plying their ſtation ;

The apprentices ſtand , right for the command

Of a Free and an Accepted Maſon .

Now traverſe your ground, as in duty you're

And revere the authentic oration, [ bound ,

That leads to the way, and proves the firſt ray

Of the light of an Accepted Mafon .

Here's
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Here's Words, and here's Signs, andhere's Pro

blems and Lines,

And here's room top for deep ſpeculation ;

Here Virtue and Truth are taught to the Youth ,

When firſt he's call'd up to a Mafon.

Hieroglyphics ſhine bright, and here light reverts

On the rules and the tools of vocation ; - [ light

Wework and we ſing, the craft and the king,

' Tis both duty andchoice in a Mafon .

What is ſaid or is done, is here truly laid down

In this form of our high inſtallation ; ?

Yet I challenge all men to know what I mean,

Unleſs he's an Accepted Maſon.

The ladies claim right to come into our light,

Since the Apron, they ſay, is their bearing ;

Canthey ſubject their will, can they keep their

tongues ſtill,

And let talking be changed into hearing ?

This difficult taſk is the leaſt we can aſk ,

To ſecure us on fundry occaſions ;

When with this they comply , our utmoſt we'll try

: To raiſe lodges for Lady Free-maſons.

Till this can be done, muſt each brother be mum,

Tho'the fair -one ſhould wheedle and teaze on ;

Be juſt, true , and kind, but ſtill bear in mind,

At all times that you are a Free -maſon .

SONG XXII.

[ Tune, Belleille March .)

IN hiſt'ry we're told, how the lodges of old

Aroſe in the Eaſt, and ſhone forth like the Sun ;

But all muſt agree, that divine Maſonry

Commenced when the glorious creation begun ;

With
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With glory divine ; oh , long may'ſt thou ſhine,

Thou choiceſt of bleſſings, derived from above !

Then charge bumpers high, and with ſhouts rend

the ſky,

To Maſonry ,Friendſhip, and brotherly Love.

Che. With glory divine, &c.

Judea's great king, whoſe vaſt praiſeswe fing,

With wiſdom contriy'd, while the Temple he

plann'd ;

The myſterious Art then took place in each heart,

And Hiram with Solomon went hand in hand :

While each royal Name was recorded in fame,

Their works Earth and Heaven did jointly ap

prove ;

Then charge bumpers high, and with ſhouts rend

the ſky ,

To Maſonry, Friendſhip, and brotherly Love.

Cho. While each royal, &c.

Then maſons were true, and the craft daily grew ;

They liv'd within compaſs, and work'd by the

ſquare ;

In friendſhip they dwelt, no ambition they felt,

Their deeds were upright, and their conſciences

On this noble plan, Free -maſons began, [clear ;

To help one another they mutually ſtrove ;

Then charge bumpers high, and with ſhouts rend

To Maſonry, Friendſhip, and brotherly Love.

Cho, On this noble plan , & c .

Thoſe maxims purſue, and your paſſions ſubdue,

And imitate thoſe worthy maſons of yore ; (gueſt,

Fix a Lodge in each breaſt, be fair Virtue your

Let Wiſdom preſide, and let Truth tile the door :

So

the ſky,
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So fhall we ariſe, to an immortal prize,

In that bliſsful Lodge which no timecan remove ;

Then charge bumpers high, and with ſhouts rend

the ſky ,

To Maſonry, Friendſhip, and brotherly Love.

Cho. So ſhall we arife, &c .

SONG XXIII.

[On the Revival of Maſonry in Cornwall. ]

[ Tune, Vicar of Bray. ]

WHEN Maſonry expiring lay,

By knaves and fools rejected,

Without one hope, one cheering ray ,

By worthlefs fools neglected ;

Fair Virtuefled ,

Truth hung herhead,

O’erwhelm'd indeep confuſion ,

Sweet Friendſhip too ,

Her ſmiles withdrew ,

From this bleft Inſtitution .

Cbo. Fair Virtue fled, &c.

Cornubia's fons determin'd then

Free -maſonry to cheriſh ,

They rous'd her into life again ,

And bid fair Science flouriſe.

Now Virtue bright,

Truth rob'd in white,

With Friendſhip hither haftens,

All go in hand,

To bleſs the band ,

Of upright CorniſhMafons.

Che. Now Virtue bright, &c.

Since
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Since Maſonry's reviv'donce more,

Purſue her wiſe directions,

Let circumſpection go before,

And Virtue ſquare your actions ;

Unite your hands

In Friendſhip’s bands,

Supporting one another ;

With honeſt heart,

Fair Truth impart,

To every faithful brother.

Cho. Unite your hands, &c.

Let coxcombs grin , and critics ſneer,

While we are blythe and jolly,

Let fops deſpiſe the badgewe wear,

We laugh at all their folly ;

Let empty fools

Deſpiſe our rules,

By Jove ,we ne'er will heed 'em ,

Say what they will,

We're Mafons ſtill,

And will ſupport our freedom .

Cho. Let empty fools, & c.

But may kind Heaven's gracious hand ,

Still regulate each action ;

May every lodge ſecurely ſtand,

Againſt the ſtorms of faction ;

May Love and Peace ,

Each day increaſe,

Throughout this happy nation,

May they extend,

Till all ſhall end,

In one great conflagration .

Cho. May Love and Peace, &e.
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SONG XXIV.

[ Tune, In Infancy .]

HAIL, Maſonry ! thou ſacred Art,

Of origin divine !

Kind partner of each focial heart,

And fav’rite of the Nine !

By thee we're taught, our acts to ſquare,

To meaſure life's ſhort ſpan ;

And each infirmity to bear

That's incident to man .

Cho . By thee, &c.

Tho' Envy's tongue ſhould blaſt thy fame,

And Ignorance may freer,

Yet ſtill thy ancient honour'dname

Is to each brother dear :

Then ſtrike the blow , to charge prepare,

In this we all agree,

May Freedom be each Maſon's care,

And every Mafon free.l. 91

Cho. Then ſtrike the blow, & c .

SONG XXV .

[Sung at a Provincial Grand Lodge for the County

ofCornwall, held at Truro on the Feſtival of St.

John the Baptift, 24th June 1779.]

[ Tune, Caſino.]

COME, ye Mafons, hither bring,

The tuneful pipe and pleaſing ſtring,

Exert each voice;

Aloud rejoice,

And make the ſpacious concave ring :

Let
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Let your hearts be blythe and gay,

Joy and mirth let all diſplay,

No dull care

Shall enter here,

For this is Maſons' holiday.

Cho. Let your hearts, &c.

Friendſhip here has fix'd her ſeat,

And Virtue finds a calm retreat,

Go tell the Fool,

"Tis Wiſdom's ſchool,

Where Love and Honour always meet.

Cho. Let your hearts, &c.

Social pleaſures here invite ,

To fill the ſoul with ſweet delight,

While hand in hand,

Our friendly band

In love and harmony unite.

Cho. Let your hearts, &c.

May we oft aſſemble here,

And long the badge of honour wear ,

May joy abound,

And we be found

For ever faithful and ſincere.

Cho. Let your hearts, &c.

Take the flowing glaſs in hand ,

And drink to your Provincial Grand,

Long may he reign ,

Thecauſe maintain ,

And lodges flouriſh through the land .

Cho. Let your hearts, & c.
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SONG XXVI.

[ Tune, From the Eaſt breaks the Morn .]

WHILST each poet fings, of great princes and

To no ſuch doesmy ditty belong : [kings,

To no ſuch does my ditty belong :

'Tis freedom I praiſe, that demands all my lays,

And Maſonry honours my ſong :

And Maſonry honoursmy ſong.

Cho. " Tis freedom I praiſe, &c.

Within compaſs to live, is a leffon we give,

Which none can deny to be true ;

Which none can , &c.

All our actions to ſquare, to the time we take care,

And Virtue we ever purſue ;

And Virtue we ever, &c.

Cho. All our actions, &c.

On a level we are, all true brothers ſhare

The gifts which kind Heaven beſtows ;

The gifts, &c.

In friendſhip wedwell, none but Mafons can tell

What bliſs from ſuch harmony flows ;

What bliſs , &c .

Cho. In friendſhip we, & c .

In our myſtical ſchool, we muſt all work by rule,

And our ſecrets we always conceal;

And our, &c.

Then let's fing and rejoice, and unite every voice,

With fervency, freedom , and zeal ;

With fervency, & c .

Cba Then let's fing, & c.

Then

1
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Then each fill a glafs, and the circling toaſt paſs,

And merrily ſend it around ;

And merrily , &c .

Let us Maſonry hail , may it ever prevail,

With fucceſs may it ever be crown'd !

With ſucceſs, &c.

Cbo. Let us Maſonry, &c.

SONG XXVII.

[ Tune, Balance a Straw .]

WHEN the Sun from the Eaſt firſt falutes mortal

eyes,

And the ſky-lark melodiouſly bids us ariſe ;

With our hearts full of joy, we the ſummons obey,

Straight repair to our work, and to moiſten our

clay.

On the traffel our Maſter draws angles and lines,

There with freedom and fervency forms his de

figns ;

Not a picture on earth is ſo lovely to view ,

All his lines are ſo perfect, his angles ſo true.

In the Weſt ſee the Wardens ſubmiſſively ſtand ,

The Maſter to aid , ' and obey his command ;

The intent of his ſignals we perfectly know,

And we ne'er take offence when he gives us a blow .

In the lodge, ſlothand dulneſs we always avoid ,

Fellow - crafts and apprentices all are employ'd :

Perfect aſhlers fome finiſh , ſome make therough

plain,

All are pleas'd with their work , and are pleas'd

with their gain.

When
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When my Maſter I've ferv'd ſeven years, perhaps

more,

Some ſecrets he'll tell me I ne'er knew before ;

In my boſom I'll keep them as long as I live,

And purſue the directions his wiſdom ſhall give.

I'll attend to his call both by night and by day,

It is his to command, and 'tis mine to obey ;

Whenfoe'er we are met, I'll attend to his nod,

And I'll work till high twelve, then I'll lay down

my hod.

THE END.

ch
un

c
a
n
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