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PRE FAC E.

The
He favourable reception this Treatiſe has met

with in the ſeveral Editions through which it

has paſſed, encourages the Author to hope that

its appearance on a ſtill more enlarged ſcale, will

not render it leſs deſerving the countenance of

his Brethren . He would be wanting in gratitude

to his friends, not to acknowledge his obligations

to ſeveral gentlemen for many curious extracts,

and the peruſal of ſome valuable manuſcripts,

which have enabled him to illuſtrate his ſubject

with greater accuracy and preciſion.

This Tract is divided into Four Books. In the

FirſtBook, the excellency of Maſonry is diſplayed.

In the Second Book, the general plan of the fubt

jects treated in the three Degrees is illuſtrated ,

with occaſional remarks ; and a brief deſcription is

given of the ancient ceremonies of the Order.

This part of the Treatiſe, which the Author con

fiders moſt effential for the inſtruction and im

provement of his Brethren, is conſiderably ex

tended in the preſent Edition . — The Third Book

contains the copy of a curious old Manuſcript on

Maſonry, with annotations, the better to explain

this authentic document of antiquity .-- TheFourth

Book is reſtricted to the hiſtory of Maſonry from

its firſt appearance in England , in the courſe of

which are introduced the moſt remarkable occur

rences of the Society both at home and abroad,
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with fome account of the principal Patrons and

Protectors of the Fraternity at different periods .

The progreſs of Maſonry on the Continent, as

well as in India and America, is alſo traced , while

the proceedings of the Brethren of Scotland par

ticularly claim attention. Throughout the whole

are interſperſed ſeveral explanatory notes, con

taining ſome uſeful information . To this Book

many conſiderable additions are made, particu

larly the laſt Section , which brings down the

hiſtory of Maſonry from the Grand Feaſt in 1795

to the end of the year 1800 ; and contains, among

other intereſting particulars, a few general remarks

on ſome late publications againſt the Society of

Freemaſons.

At the end of the volume is given a collection

of Anthems and Songs ; ſome of which have never

appeared in any of the former Editions. Theſe

being occaſionally introduced in our affemblies,

tend greatly to enliven the proceedings.

Having thus endeavoured to put the finiſhing

ſtroke to this Treatiſe, the ſucceſs of which has

far exceeded its merit ; the Author can only

obſerve, that ſhould the preſent additions be con

ſidered real improvements, he will be amply gra

tified for any pains he may have taken .

14 NO 63
Dean - ſtreet, Fetter-lane,

June 1, 1801 .
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INTRODUCTION.

WHOEVER attentively conſiders the nature and
tendency of the Maſonic Inſtitution, muſt

readily perceive its general utility * . From an

anxious deſire to diſplay its value, I have been

induced to offer the following ſheets to the Public ,

Many reafons might have with -held me from the

attempt ; my inexperience as a writer, my atten

tion to the duties of a laborious profeſſion, and

the many abler hands who have treated the ſubject

before me : yet, under all theſe diſadvantages, the

perſuaſion of friends, added to a warm zeal in the

cauſe, have ſtimulated me to riſk my reputation

on the fate of my performance.

When I firſt had the honour to be elected

Maſter of a lodge, I thought it proper to inform

myſelf fully of the general rules of the Society,

that I might be able to fulfil my own duty, and

officially enforce a due obedience in others . The

methods which I adopted with this view, excited

in ſome of ſuperficial knowlege, an abſolute diſ

like of what they conſidered as innovations ; and

in others, who were better informed, a jealouſy

of pre-eminence which the principles of Maſonry

ought to have checked. Notwithſtanding theſe

men ,

* Mr. Arnold, in his Dutch Dictionary, under the word Free

maſonry, ſays, that it is “ A Moral Order, inſtituted by virtuous

with the praiſe worthy deſign of recalling to our remembrance

the moſt ſublime truths , in the midſt of the moſt innocent and ſocial

pleaſures, founded on liberality , brotherly love, and charity . "
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diſcouragements, however, I perſevered in my

intention of ſupporting the dignity of the Society,

and of diſcharging with fidelity the truſt repoſed
in me.

+

As candour and integrity, uninfluenced by inte

reft or favour, will ever ſupport a good cauſe ,

many of my opponents (pardon the expreſſion )

began to diſcover their error, and not only ap

plauded, but cheerfully concurred in the execution

of my meaſures; while others, of leſs liberality,

tacitly approved what their former declared opi

nious forbad them publicly to adopt.

This ſucceſs exceeding my moſt fanguine wiſhes,

I was encouraged to examine with more attention

the contents of our various Lectures. The rude

and imperfect ſtate in which I found them, the

variety of modes eſtabliſhed in our meetings, and the

difficulties which I encountered in my reſearches,

rather diſcouraged my firſt attempt : perſevering,

however, in the deſign, I continued the purſuit ;

and affifted by a few brethren , who had carefully

preſerved what ignorance and degeneracy had

rejected as unintelligible and abſurd , I diligently

fought for, and at length happily acquired, ſome of

the ancient and venerable landmarks of the Order.

Fully determined to purſue the deſign of effect

ing a general reformation, and fortunate in the

acquiſition of the friends that I had made, I

continued my induſtry till I had' prevailed on a

ſufficient number to join in an attempt to correct

the irregularities which had crept into our affem .

blies, and exemplify the beauty and utility of the

Maſonic fyftem .



INTRODUCTION. ix

We commenced our plan by enforcing the value

of the ancient charges and regulations of the

Order, which inattention had ſuffered to link into

oblivion , and we eſtabliſhed thoſe charges as the

baſis of our work. To imprint on the memory

a faithful diſcharge of our duty, we reduced the

more material parts of our fyftem into practice ;

and to encourage others in promoting the plan ,

we obſerved a general rule of reading one or more

of theſe charges at every regular meeting, and of

elucidating ſuch paffages as feemed obfcure. The

uſeful hints afforded by theſe means enabled us

gradually to improve our plan, till we at laſt fuc

ceeded in bringing into a connected form the

Sections which now compoſe the three Lectures of

Maſonry

The progreſs daily made by our fyftem pointed

out the necellity of obtaining the ſanction of our

Patrons ; hence ſeveral brethren of acknowledged

honour and integrity united in an application to

the moſt reſpectable Members of the Society for

countenance and protection ; and ſo far happily

fucceeded , as not only to obtain the wilhed - for

fanćtion, but to ſecure the promiſe of future ſup

port . Since that time the plan has been univer

fally admitted as the baſis ofour Moral Lectures ;

and to that circumſtance the preſent publication

'owes its ſucceſs.

Having thus ventured to appear in vindication

of the ceremonies , and in ſupport of the privileges

of Maſonry, I ſhall be happy to be conſidered a

feeble inſtrument in promoting its profperity. If

I am honoured with a continuance of the appro

A 5



X INTRODUCTION.

bation of my brethren, and ſucceed in giving the

world a favourable idea of the inſtitution, I ſhall

have attained the full completion of my wiſh ; and

if my hopes are fruſtrated, I ſhall ſtill indulge the

not unpleaſant reflection, of having exerted my

beſt endeavours in a good cauſe.

January Ift, 1788 .
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OF
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BOOK I.

THE EXCELLENCY OF MASONRY DISPLAYED.

LSECT.

Reflections on the ſymmetry and proportion in the

works of Nature, and on the harmony and affection

among the various ſpecies of beings.

W
HOEVER attentively obſerves the objects.

which ſurround him , will find abundant

reaſon to admire the works of Nature, and to adore

the Being who directs ſuch aſtoniſhing operations :

he will be convinced, that infinite wiſdom could

alone deſign, and infinite power finiſh, ſuch amaz

ing works .

Were a man placed in a beautiful garden ,

would not his mind be affected with exquiſite de

light on a calm ſurvey of its rich collections ?

Would not the groves, the grottoes, the artful

wilds, the flowery parterres, the opening viſtos, the

lofty calcades, the winding ſtreams, the whole va
B
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riegated ſcene, awaken his ſenſibility, and inſpire

his ſoul with the moſt exalted ideas ? When he

obſerved the delicate order, the nice ſymmetry , and

beautiful diſpofition of every part, ſeemingly com

plete in itſelf, yet reflecting new beauties on the

other, and all contributing to make one perfect

whole , would not his mind be agitated with the

moſt bewitching ſenſations ; and would not the

view of the delightful ſcene naturally lead him to

admire and venerate the happy genius who con •

trived it ?

If the produ &tions of art fo forcibly impreſs the

mind with admiration , with how much greater

aſtoniſhment and reverence muſt we behold the

operations of Nature , which preſents to view un

bounded ſcenes of utility and delight, in which

divine wiſdom is moſt ſtrikingly conſpicuous ?

Theſe ſcenes are indeed too expanded for the nare

row capacity of man to comprehend ; yet whoever

contemplates the general ſyſtem , from the uni.

formity of the plan muſt naturally be directed to :

the original ſource, the Supreme Governor of the

world , the one perfect and unſullied beauty !

Beſide all the pleaſing proſpects that every .

where ſurround us , and with which our ſenſes

are every moment gratified : beſide the ſymmetry,

good order, and proportion , which appear in all

the works of creation, ſomething farther attracts

the reflecting mind , and draws its attention nearer

to the Divinity - the univerſal harmony and affec

tion among the different ſpecies of beings of every

rank and denomination . Theſe are the cements of

the rational world, and by theſe alone it ſubfiſts.
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When they ceaſe, nature muſt be diffolved , and

man, the image of his Maker and the chief of his

works, be overwhelmed in the general chaos.

In the whole order of beings, from the ſeraph

which adores and burns, down to the meaneſt infect,

all, according to their rank in the ſcale of exiſtence,

have, more or leſs, implanted in them, the principle

of aſſociation with others of the ſameſpecies. Even

the moſt inconfiderable animals are formed into dif

ferent ranks and ſocieties, for mutual benefit and

protection. Need we name the careful ant, or the

induſtrious bee ; infects which the wifeft ofmen has

recommended as patterns of unwearied induſtry and

prudent foreſight ? When we extend our ideas, we

ſhall find, that the innate principle of friendſhip in

creaſes in proportion to the extenſion of our intel

lectual faculties ; and the only criterion by which

a judgment can be formed reſpecting the ſuperiority

of one part of the animal creation above the other,

is by obſerving the degrees of kindneſs and good

nature in which it excels.

Such are the general principles which pervade

the whole ſyſtem of creation ; how forcibly then

muſt ſuch leſſons predominate in our affemblies,

where civilization and virtue are moſt zealouſly

cheriſhed , under the ſanction of ſcience and the

arts ?

SECT. II.

The advantages reſultingfrom Friendſhip.

No fubje &t can more properly engage the atten. ;

tion , than the benevolent diſpoſitions which indul

B 2
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gent Nature has beſtowed upon the rational

ſpecies. Theſe are replete with the happieſt ef

fects, and afford to the mind the moſt agreeable

reflections. The breaſt which is inſpired with

tender feelings, is naturally prompted to a recipro

cal intercourſe of kind and
generous

actions. As

human nature riſes in the ſcale of beings, the ſo

cial affections likewiſe ariſe. Where friendſhip is

unknown , jealouſy and ſuſpicion prevail ; but

where that virtue is the cement, true happineſs

ſubfiſts. In every breaſt there is a propenſity to

friendly aêts, which being exerted to effect , ſweet ,

ens every temporal enjoyment ; and although it

does not remove the diſquietudes, it tends at leaſt

to allay the calamities of life.

Friendſhip is traced through the circle of private

connexions to the grand ſyſtem of univerſal bene

volence , which no limits can circumſcribe, as its

influence extends to every branch of the human

Actuated by this ſentiment, each indivi

dual connects his happineſs with the happineſs of

his neighbour, and a fixed and permanent union

is eſtabliſhed among men .

Nevertheleſs, though friendſhip, conſidered as

the ſource of univerſal benevolence, be unlimited,

it exerts its influence more or leſs powerfully, as

the objects,it favours are nearer or more remote.

Hence the love of friends and of country takes the

lead in our affections, and gives riſe to that true

patriotiſm , which fires the foul with the moft gene.

tous flame, creates the beſt and moſt diſintereſted

virtue, and inſpires that public ſpirit and heroic

race.



OF MASONRY. 5

ardour which enable us to ſupport a good caufė,

and riſk our lives in its defence .

This commendable virtue crowns the lover of

his countrywith unfading laurels, gives a luſtre to

his actions, and conſecrates his name to lateſt.

ages. The warrior's glory may conſiſt in murder,

and the rude ravage of the deſolating ſword ; but

the blood of thouſands will not ſtain the hands of

his country's friend . His virtues are open , and of

the nobleſt kind . Conſcious integrity fupports hiin

againſt the arm of power ; and flould he bleed by

tyrant-hands, he gloriouſly dies a martyr in the

cauſe of liberty, and leaves to poſterity an ever

laſting monument of the greatneſs of his ſoul. }

Though friendſhip appears divine when em

ployed in preſerving the liberties of our country,

it ſhines with equal fplendor in more tranquil

ſcenes. Before it riſes into the noble flame of pa

triotiſm , aiming deſtruction at the heads of ty

rants, thundering for liberty , and courting danger

in defence of rights ; we behold it calm and mo

derate, burning with an even glow, improving the

ſoft hours of peace, and heightening the reliſh for

virtue. In thoſe happymoments, contracts are

formed, focieties are inſtituted, and the vacant hours

of life are employed in the cultivation of ſocial and

polithed manners.

On this general plan the univerſality of our

ſyſtem is eſtabliſhed . Were friendſhip confined

to the ſpot of our nativity , its operation would be

partial, and imply a kind of enmity to other na

tions. Where the intereſts of one country ir:ter

fere with thoſe of another, Nature dictates an ad

B 3
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herence to the welfare of our own immediate con

nexions; but ſuch interference apart , the true

maſon is a citizen of the world, and his philan

thropy extends to all the human race . Uninflu .

enced by local prejudices, he knows no preference

in virtue but according to its degree, from what

ever clime it may ſpring.

SECT. III.

Origin of Mafonry, and its general advantages.

From the commencement of the world, we may

trace the foundation of Maſonry, Ever fince

ſymmetry began, and harmony diſplayed hér

charms, our Order has had a being. During

many ages, and in many different countries, it has

flouriſhed . Ne art, no ſcience preceded it.
In

the dark periods of antiquity, when literature was

in a low ftate, and the rude manners of our fore

fathers withheld from them that knowlege we

now fo amply ſhare , Maſonry diffuſed itsinfluence.

This ſcience unveiled, arts aroſe , civilization took

place, and the progreſs of knowlege and philo

ſophy gradually diſpelled the gloom of ignorance

and barbariſm . Government being fettled , autho

rity was given to laws, and the affemblies of the

fraternity acquired the patronage of the great and

the good, while the tenets of the profeſſion dif

fuſed unbounded utility.

Abſtracting from the pure pleaſures which arife

from friendſhip ſo wiſely conſtituted as that which

ſubliſts among maſons, and which it is ſcarcely

pollible that any circumſtance or occurrence can
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eraze , Maſonry is a ſcience contined to no partici

lar country, but extends over the whole terreſtrial

globe. Wherever arts flouriſh , there it flouriſhes

too. Add to this, that by ſecret and inviclable

figns, carefully preſerved among the fraternity, it

becomes an univerſal language . Hence inany ad

vantages are gained : The diftant Chineſe , the

wild Arab, and the American favage, will embrace

a brother Briton ; and will know, that beſide the

common ties of humanity, there is ſtill a ſtronger

obligation to induce him to kind and friendly offi

ces. The ſpirit of the fulminating prieſt will be

tamed ; and a moral brother, though of a different

perſuaſion, engage his eſteem : for mutual tolera

tion in religious opinions is one of the moſt diſtin

guiſhing and valuable characteriſtics of the Craft.

As all religions teach morality, if a brother be

found to act the part of a truly honeſt man , his

private fpeculative opinions are left to God and

himſelf. Thus, through the influence of Maſonry,

which is reconcilable to the beſt policy , all thoſe

diſputes which embitter life , and four the tempers

of men , are avoided ; while the common good, the

general object, is zealouſly purſued.

From this view of our ſyſtem , its utility muſt

be ſufficiently 'obvious. The univerſal principles

of the art unite, in one indiffoluble bond of affece

tion, men of the moſt oppoſite tenets, of the moſt

diſtant countries, and of the moſt contradictory

opinions ; ſo that in every nation a Maſon will find

a friend , and in every climate a home.

Such is the nature of our inſtitution , that in the

lodge union is cemented by lacere attachment,

84
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and pleaſure is reciprocally communicated in the

cheerful obſervance of every obliging office. Virtue,

the grand object in view, luminous as the meri

dian fun, ſhines refulgent on the mind, enlivens

the heart, and heightens cool approbation into

warm ſympathy and cordial attention,

SECT. IV.

Maſonry conſidered under two denominations.

MASONRY paffes under two denominations,

operative and ſpeculative. By the former, we

allude to a proper application of the uſeful rules of

architecture, whence a ſtructure derives figure ,

ſtrength, and beauty ; and whence reſult a due

proportion and a juſt correfpondence in all its

parts . By the latter, we learn to govern the paſ.

fions, act upon the ſquare, keep a tongue of good

report, maintain ſecrecy, and practiſe charity.

Speculative Maſonry is fo far interwoven with

religion , as to lay ' us under the ſtrongeſt obliga

tions to pay that rational homage to the Deity,

which at once conſtitutes our duty and our hap

pineſs. It leads the contemplative to view with

reverence and admiration the glorious works of

creation , and inſpires them with the moſt exalted

ideas of the perfections of the divine Creator.

Operative Maſonry furniſhes us with dwellings,

and convenient ſhelters from the inclemencies of

ſeaſons; and while it diſplays the effects of human

wiſdom , as well in the choice as in the arrange

ment of the materials of which an edifice is com
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A

poſed, it demonſtrates that a fund of ſcience and

induſtry is implanted in man for the beſt, moſt

ſalutary , and beneficent purpoſes.

The lapſe of time, the ruthlefs hand of igno

rance, and the devaſtations of war, have laid waſte

and deſtroyed many valuable monuments of anti

quity, on which the utmoſt exertions of human

genius have been employed . Even the temple

of SOLOMON, ſo ſpacious and magnificent, and

conſtructed by ſo many celebrated artiſts, eſcaped

not the unſparing ravages of barbarous force .

Free-maſonry, notwithſtanding, has ſtill ſurvive

ed . The attentive ear receives the found from

the inſtructive tongue, and the ſacred myſteries

are ſafely lodged in the repoſitory of faithful

breaſts. Tools and implements of architecture,

ſymbols the moſt expreſſive ! are ſelected by the

fraternity, to imprint on the memory ſerious

truths ; and thus the excellent tenets of the inſti

tution are tranſmitted unimpaired, under cir

cumſtances precarious and adverſe, through a

ſucceſſion of ages.

SECT. V:

The Governmentof the Fraternity.

The mode of government obſerved by the fra .

ternity will give the beſt idea of the nature and

deſign of the maſonic ſyſtem .

- Three claffes are eſtabliſhed among Maſon's,

under different appellations . The privileges of

each claſs are diſtinct, and particular means adopt

ed to preſerve thoſe privileges to the juſt and me

B 5
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ritorious. Honour and probity are recommenda

tions to the firſt claſs ; in which the practice of

virtue is enforced , and the duties of morality are

inculcated, while the mind is prepared for a regu

lar progreſs in the principles of knowlege and

philoſophy.- Diligence, alliduity, and application,

are qualifications for the ſecond claſs ; in which is

given an accurate elucidation of ſcience, both in

theory and practice. Here human reafon is cultivat

ed by a due exertion of the intellectual powers and

faculties ; nice and difficult theories are explained ;

new diſcoveries are produced, and thoſe already

known are beautifully embelliſhed. The third

claſs is reſtricted to a ſelected few , whom truth

and fidelity have diſtinguiſhed, whom years and

experience have improved, and whom merit and

abilities have entitled to preferment. With them

the ancient landmarks of the Order are preſerved ;

and from them we learn the neceſſary inſtructive

leffons, which dignify the art, and qualify its pro

feffors to illuſtrate its excellence and utility.

This is the eſtabliſhed plan of the maſonic ſyf

tem . By this judicious arrangement, true friend

fhip is cultivated among different ranks of men,

hoſpitality promoted, induſtry rewarded , and in.

genuity encouraged.

SECT. VI.

Reaſons why the ſecrets of Maſonry ought not to be

publicly expoſed ; and the importance of thoſeſecrets

demonſtrated.

If the ſecrets of Mafonry are replete with ſuch

advantage to mankind, it may be aſked , why are
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they not divulged for the general good of ſociety ?

To this it may be anſwered ; Were the privileges

of Maſonry to be indiſcriminately diſpenſed, the

purpoſes of the inſtitution would be ſubverted ;

and our ſecrets being familiar, like other importe

ant matters, would loſe their value, and link into

diſregard .

It is a weakneſs in human nature, that men are

generally more charmed with novelty, than with

the intrinſic value of things. Innumerable teſti

monies might be adduced to confirm this truth.

The moſt wonderful operations of the Divine Are

tificer, however beautiful, magnificent, and ufeful,

are overlooked , becauſe common and familiar .

The ſun riſes and fets, the ſea flows and reflows,

rivers glide along their channels, trees and plants

vegetate , men and beaſts ad , yet thefe being per

petually open to view, paſs unnoticed . The moſt

aſtoniſhing productions of Nature on the ſame ac

count eſcape obſervation , and excite no emotion,

either in admiration of the great cauſe, or of grati

tude for the bleſſing conferred. Even Virtue her.

ſelf is not exempted from this unhappy bias in the

human frame. Novelty influences all our actions

and determinations. What is new, or difficult in

the acquiſition , however trifling or inſignificant, rea

dily captivates the imagination , and enſures a tem

porary admiration ; while what is familiar, or eaſily

attained , however noble or eminent, is ſure to be

diſregarded by the giddy and the unthinking.

Did the eſſence of Maſonry conſiſt in the know

lege of particular ſecrets or peculiar forms, it

might be alleged that our amuſements were trifling

B6
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and ſuperficial. But this is not the caſe. Theſe are

only keys to our treaſure, and having their uſe,

are preſerved ; while, from the recollection of the

leſſons which they inculcate, the well-informed

Maſon derives inſtruction, draws them to a near

inſpection, views them through a proper medium,

adverts to the circumſtances which gave them riſe ,

and dwells upon the tenets they convey. Finding

them replete with uſeful information, he prizes

them as facred ; and convinced of their propriety,

eſtimates their value from their utility .

Many perſons are deluded by the vague fup

poſition that our myſteries are merely nominal ;

that the practices eſtabliſhed among us are frivo

lous ; and that our ceremonies may be adopted

or waved at pleaſure. On this falſe foundation ,

we find them hurrying through all the degrees of

the Order, without adverting to the propriety of

one ſtep they purſue, or poffefſing a ſingle qualifi

cation requifite for advancement. Palling through

the ufual formalities, they conſider themſelves en

titled to rank as maſters of the art, folicit and ac

cept offices, and aſſume the government of the

lodge, equally unacquainted with the rules of the

inſtitution they pretend to ſupport, or the nature

of the truſt they engage to perform . The conſe

quence is obvious ; anarchy and confuſion enſue,

and the fubftance is loſt in the ſhadow .-- Hence

men eminent for ability, rank, and fortune, are

often led to view the honours of Maſonry with

ſuch indifference , that when their patronage is ſo

licited , they either accept offices with reluctance ,

or reject them with diſdain.
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Maſonry has long laboured under theſe diſad

vantages, and every zealous friend to the Order

muſt earneſtly with for a correction of the abuſe .

Of late years it muſt be acknowledged, that our

aſſemblies are in general better regulated, of which

the good effects are ſufficiently diſplayed in the

proper obfervance of the general regulations .

Were the brethren who preſide at our meetings,

to be properly inſtructed previous to their appoint

ment, and regularly apprized of the importance of

their reſpective offices, a general reformation

would ſpeedily take place . This conduct would

eſtabliſh the propriety of our government, and lead

men to acknowledge, that our honours were de

ſervedly conferred . The ancient conſequence of

the Order would be reſtored, and the reputation of

the Society preſerved. Till prudent actions ſhall

diſtinguiſh our title to the honours of Maſonry,

and our regular deportment diſplay the influence

and utility of our rules, the world in general will

not be led to reconcile our proceedings with the

tenets of the profeſſion .

SECT. VII.

Few Societies exempted from cenſure. Irregularities

of Mafons no argument againſt the Inſtitution .

AMONG the various focieties of men, few , if

any, are wholly exempted from cenſure. Friend

ſhip , however valuable in itſelf, however univerſal

in its pretenſions, has ſeldom operated ſo power

fully in general aſſociations, as to promote that
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fincere attachment to the welfare and proſperity of

each other, which is neceſſary to conſtitute true

happineſs. This may be aſcribed to ſundry cauſes,

but to none with more propriety, than to the re

prehenſible motives which too frequently lead men

to a participation of ſocial entertainments. If to

paſs an idle hour, to oblige a friend, or probably

to gratify an irregular indulgence, be our only in

ducement to mix in company, is it ſurpriſing that

the important duties of ſociety ſhould be neglected,

and that, in the quick circulation of the cheerful

glafs, our nobleſt faculties ſhould be ſometimes

buried in the cup of ebriety ?

It is an obvious truth , that the privileges of

Maſonry have long been proſtituted for unworthy

confiderations, and hence their good effects have

not been ſo conſpicuous. Many have enrolled

their names in our records for the mere purpoſes

of conviviality, without inquiring into the nature

of the particular 'engagements to which they are

ſubjected by becoming Maſons. Several have

been prompted by motives of intereſt, and many

introduced to gratify an idle cu :ioſity, or to pleaſe

as jolly companions. A general odium , or at leaſt

a careleſs indifference, has been the reſult of ſuch

conduct. But the evil ftops not here. Perſons

of this deſcription , ignorant of the true nature of

the inſtitution, probably without any real defect in

their own morals, are induced to recommend

others of the ſame caſt, to join the ſociety for the

ſame purpoſe. Hence the true knowlege of the

art decreaſes with the increaſe of its members, and

the moſt valuable part of Maſonry is turned into
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ridicule ; while the diſſipations of luxury and in

temperance bury in oblivion principles which

might have dignified the moſt exalted charac

ters .

When we conſider the variety of members of

which the ſociety of Mafons is compoſed, and the

ſmall number who are really converſant with the

tenets of the inſtitution, we cannot wonder that ſo

few ſhould be diſtinguiſhed for exemplary lives.

From perſons who are precipitately introduced into

the myſteries of the art without the requiſite qua

lifications, it cannot be expected that much regard

will be paid to the obſervance of duties , which they

perceive to be openly violated by their own initia

tion ; and it is an incontrovertible truth , that ſuch

is the unhappy bias in the diſpoſition of ſome men,

though the faireſt and beſt ideas were imprinted

on the mind, they are ſo careleſs of their own re

putation as to diſregard the moſt inſtructive leffons.

We have reaſon to regret , that even perfons dif

tinguiſhed for a knowlege in the art, are too fre

quently induced to violate the rules to which a

pretended conformity has gained them applauſe.

The hypocriſy is ſoon unveiled ; no ſooner are

they liberated from the trammels, as they conceive ,

of a regular and virtuous deportment, in the tem

porary government of the lodge , than , by impro

perly abuſing the innocent and cheerful repaſt,

they become Naves to vice and intemperance, and

not only diſgrace themſelves, but reflect diſhonour

on the fraternity. By ſuch indiſcretion, the beſt of

inſtitutions is brought into contempt, and the more

deſerving part of the community juſtly conceives a
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prejudice againſt the ſociety, of which it is difficult

afterwards to wipe off the impreſſion.

But if fome do tranſgreſs, no wiſe man will

thence argue againſt the inſtitution, or condemn

the whole fraternity for the errors of a few miſ

guided individuals. Were the wicked lives ofmen

admitted as an argument againſt the religion which

they profeſs, the wiſeſt and moſt judicious eſta

bliſhments might be expoſed to cenſure . It may be

averred in favour of Maſonry, that whatever im

perfections may be found among its profeſſors, the

inſtitution countenances no deviation from the

rules of right reaſon . Thoſe who violate the laws,

or infringe on good order, are kindly admoniſhed

by ſecret monitors ; when theſe means have not

the intended effect, public reprehenſion beconies

neceſſary ; and at laſt, when every mild endea

vour to effect a reformation is of no avail , they

are expelled the lodge, as unfit members of the

ſociety.

Vain, therefore, is each idle ſurmiſe againſt the

plan of our government ; while our laws are pro

perly ſupported, they will be proof againſt every

attack of our moſt inveterate enemies . Men are

not aware, that by decrying any laudable ſyſtem ,

they derogate from the dignity of human nature

itſelf, and from that good order and wiſe diſpo

ſition of things , which the almighty Author of

the world has framed for the government of man

kind, and eſtabliſhed as the baſis of the moral

ſyſtem . Friendſhip and ſocial delights can never

be the object of reproach ; nor can that wiſdom

which hoary Time has fanctified , be ſubject to
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ridicule . Whoever attempts to cenſure what he

does not comprehend, degrades himſelf ; and the

generous heart will always be led to pity the

miſtakes of ſuch ignorant preſumption.

SECT. VIII.

Charity the diftinguiſhing characteriſtic of Mafons.

CHARITY is the chief of every ſocial virtue , and

the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of Mafons. This

virtue includes a ſupreme degree of love to the

great Creator and Governor of the univerſe, and

an unlimited affection to the beings of his crea

tion , of all characters and of every denomination .

This laſt duty is forcibly inculcated by the example

of the Deity himſelf, who liberally diſpenſes his

beneficence to unnumbered worlds.

It is not particularly our province to enter into

a diſquiſition of every branch of this amiable

virtue ; we ſhall only briefly ſtate the happy effects

of a benevolent diſpoſition toward mankind , and

ſhew that charity , exerted on proper objects, is the

greateſt pleaſure man can poſſibly enjoy.

The bounds of the greateſt nation , or the moſt

extenſive empire, cannot circumſcribe the gene

roſity of a liberal mind. Men , in whatever fitua

tion they are placed , are ſtill, in a great meaſure ,

the ſame. They are expoſed to ſimilar dangers

and misfortunes. They have not wiſdom to fore

ſee, or power to prevent, the evils incident to

human nature . They hang, as it were, in a per

petual ſuſpenſe between hope and fear, fickneſs



28 ILLUSTRATIONS

and health, plenty and want. A mutual chain of

dependence ſubliſts throughout the animal crear

tion . The whole human ſpecies are therefore

proper objects for the exerciſe of charity.

Beings who partake of one common nature,

ought to be actuated by the fame motives and

intereſts. Hence, to foothe the unhappy, by ſym

pathizing with their misfortunes, and to reſtore

peace and tranquillity to agitated fpirits, conſti

tute the general and great ends of the maſonic

inftitution . This humane, this generous diſpo

fition fires the breaſt with manly feelings, and

enlivens that ſpirit of compaſſion, which is the glory

of the human frame, and which not only rivals, but

outſhines, every other pleaſure the mind is capable

of enjoying

All human paſſions, when directed by the

fuperior principle of reaſon , promote ſome uſeful

purpoſe ; but compaſſion toward proper objects,

is the moſt beneficial of all the affections, and

excites the moſt laſting degrees of happineſs ; as

it extends to greater numbers, and tends to alle

viate the infirmities and evils which are incident

to human exiſtence .

Poffefred of this amiable, this godlike diſpofi

tion , Mafons are ſhocked at miſery under every

form and appearance. ' When we behold an ob

jeet pining under the miſeries of a diſtreſſed body

or mind, the healing accents which flow from the

tongue, mitigate the pain of the unhappy ſufferer ,

and make even adverſity, in its diſmal ſtate, look

gay. When our pity is excited, we affuage grief,

and cheerfully relieve diſtreſs. If a brother be in
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want, every heart is moved ; when he is hungry,

we feed him ; when he is naked, we clothe him ;

when he is in trouble, we fly to his relief. Thus

we confirm the propriety of the title we bear,

and convince the world at large, that BROTHER

among Maſons is ſomething more than a name.

SECT. IX .

The diſcernment diſplayed by Mafons in the choice of

objects of charity.

The moſt inveterate enemies of Maſonry muſt

acknowledge, that no ſociety is more remarkable

for the practice of charity , or any aſſociation of

men more famed for diſintereſted liberality. It

cannot be ſaid that Maſons indulge in convivial

mirth, while the poor and needy pine for relief.

Our charitable eſtabliſhments and quarterly con

tributions, excluſive of private fubſcriptions to

relieve diſtreſs, prove that we are ever ready with

cheerfulneſs, in proportion to our circumſtances,

to contribute to alleviate the misfortunes of our

fellow.creatures. Conſidering, however, the va

riety of objects, whoſe diſtreſs the dictates of

Nature as well as the ties of Maſonry incline us to

relieve, we find it neceſſary ſometimes to inquire

into the cauſe of misfortunes ; left a miſconceived

tenderneſs of diſpoſition, or an impolitic generoſity

of heart, might prevent us from making a proper

diſtinction in the choice of objects. Though our

ears are always open to the diſtreffes of the deſerv .

? ing poor, yet our charity is not to be diſpenfed
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with a profuſe liberality on impoſtors. The pa

rents of a numerous offspring, who, through age,

fickneſs, infirmity, or any unforefeen accident in

life, are reduced to want, particularly claim our

attention , and ſeldom fail to experience the happy

effects of our friendly aſſociation . To ſuch ob

jects, whoſe fituation is more eaſy to be conceived

than expreſſed, we are induced liberally to extend

our bounty. Hence we give convincing proofs of

wiſdom and diſcernment ; for though our bene

volence, like our laws, be unlimited, yet our

hearts glow principally with affection toward the

deſerving part of mankind .

From this view of the advantages which reſult

from the practice and profeſſion of Maſonry, every

candid and impartial mind muſt acknowledge its

utility and importance to the ſtate ; and ſurely, if

the picture here drawn be juſt, it muſt be no

trifing acquiſition to any government, to have

under its juriſdiction , a ſociety of men, who are

not only true patriots and loyal ſubjects, but the

patrons of ſcience and the friends of mankind. ' n

SECT. X.

Friendly admonitions.

As uſeful knowlege is the great object of our

deſire, let us diligently apply to the practice of

the art, and ſteadily adhere to the principles it

inculcates. Let not the difficulties we have to

encounter, check our progreſs, or damp our zeal ;

but let us recollect, that the ways of wiſdom are

beautiful, and lead to pleaſure. Knowlege is

»
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attained by degrees, and cannot every where be

found. Wiſdom ſeeks the ſecret ſhade, the lonely

cell deſigned for contemplation . There enthroned

ſhe fits, delivering her ſacred oracles. There let

us ſeek her, and purſue the real bliſs. Though

the paflage be difficult, the farther we trace it, the

eaſier it will become.

Union and harmony conſtitute the effence of

free -maſonry ; while we enliſt under that banner,

the ſociety muſt flouriſh , and private animofities

give place to peace and good fellowſhip. Uniting

in one deſign , let it be our aim to be happy our

ſelves, and contribute to the happineſs of other3.

Let us mark our fuperiority and diſtinction among

men, by the ſincerity of our profeſion as Maſons 3

let us cultivate the moral virtues, and improve in

all that is good and amiable ; let the Genius of

Maſonry preſide over our conduct, and under her

ſway let us perform our part with becoming dig.

nity ; let us preſerve an elevation of underſtanding,

with a politeneſs of manner, and an evenneſs of

temper ; let our recreations be innocent, and pur

ſued with moderation ; and never let irregular

indulgences lead to the ſubverſion of our fyſtem,

by impairing our faculties, or expoſing our cha

racter to derifion . But, in conformity to our

precepts, as patterns worthy of imitation , let the

reſpectability of our character be ſupported by the

regularity of our conduct, and the uniformity of

our deportment . Thus, as citizens of the world,

and friends to every ciime, we ſhall be living ex

amples of virtue and benevolence, equally zealous

to merit as to obtain univerſal approbation.
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BOOK II..

GENERAL REMARKS : INCLUDING AN ILLUSTRA

TION OF THE LECTURES ; A PARTICULAR

DESCRIPTION OF THE ANCIENT CEREMONIES ;

AND THE CHARGES USED IN THE DIFFERENT

DEGREES .

SECT. I.

General Remarks.

MASONRY is an art uſeful and extenſive. In '

every art there is a myſtery, which requires

a progreſs of ſtudy and application to arrive at any

degree of perfection. Without much inſtruction ,

and more exerciſe, no man can be ſkilful in any

art ; in like manner, without an affiduous applica .

tion to the various ſubjects treated in the different

lectures of maſonry, no perſon can be fulficiently

acquainted with its true value .

From this remark it muſt not be inferred, that

perſons who labour under the diſadvantage of a

confined education , or whoſe ſphere of life requires

affiduous attention to buſineſs or uſeful employ

ment, are to be diſcouraged in their endeavours to

gain a knowlege of Maſonry. To qualify an in

dividual to enjoy the benefits of the ſociety at large,

or to partake of its privileges, it is not abſolutely

neceſſary that he ſhould be 'acquainted with all the

intricate parts of the ſcience. Theſe are only in

tended for perſons who may have leiſure and op

portunity to indulge ſuch purſuits.

6
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Some may be more able than others, ſome

more eminent, ſome more uſeful, but all, in their

different ſpheres, may prove advantageous to the

community ; and our neceſſities, as well as our

conſciences, bind us to love one another. To per

ſons, however, whoſe early years have been dedi

cated to literary purſuits, or whoſe circumſtances

and Gituation in life render them independent, the

offices of the lodge ought to be principally re

ſtricted . The induſtrious tradeſman proves himſelf

a valuable member of ſociety, and worthy of every

honour that we can confer; but the nature of every

man's profeſſion will not admit of that leiſure

which is neceſſary to qualify him to become an ex

pert Maſon, ſo as to diſcharge the official duties of

the lodge with propriety. And it muſt be admitted,

that thoſe who accept offices and exerciſe autho

rity in the lodge , ought to be men of prudence

and addreſs, enjoying all the advantages of a

well- cultivated mind and retentive memory. All

men are not bleſſed with the ſame powers and ta.

lents ; all men, therefore, are not equally qualified

to govern. He who wiſhes to teach, muſt ſubmit

to learn ; and no one is qualified to ſupport the

higher offices of the lodge, who has not previouſly

diſcharged the duties of thoſe which are ſubordi.

nate. Experience is the beſt preceptor. All men

may riſe by gradation, and merit and induſtry are

the firſt ſteps to preferment. Maſonry is wiſely

calculated to ſuit different ranks and degrees, and

every one, according to his ſtation and ability, may

be employed, and claſs with his equal, in every

ftation. Actuated by the moſt generous principles,
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no diſquietude appears among the profeffors of the

art ; each claſs is happy in its particular aſſociation ,

and when all the claffes meet in general conven

tion , neither arrogance and preſumption appear

on the one hand, nor diffidence and inability on

the other ; they unite in the ſame plan, to promote

that endearing happineſs which conſtitutes the

effence of civil ſociety .

SECT. II.

The Ceremony ofOpening and Clefing theLodge.

In all regular aſſemblies of men, who are con

vened for wiſe and uſeful purpoſes, the commence

ment and concluſion of buſineſs is accompanied

with ſome form . In every country of the world

the practice prevails , and is deemed effential.

From the moſt remote periods of antiquity it is

traced , and the refined improvements of modern

times have not aboliſhed it.

Ceremonies, fimply conſidered , are little more

than viſionary deluſions; but their effects are ſome

times important. - When they impreſs awe and

reverence on the mind, and attract the attention

to ſolemn rites by external forms, they are inte

reſting objects. Theſe purpoſes are effected when

judicious ceremonies are regularly conducted and

properly arranged . On this ground they have re

ceived the ſanction of the wiſelt men in all ages ,

and conſequently could not eſcape the notice of

Maſons . To begin well, is the moſt likely means

to end.well : and it is juſtly remarked, that when
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order and method are neglected at the beginning,

they will be ſeldom found to take place at the end .

The ceremony of opening and cloſing the lodge

with folemnity and decorum, is therefore univer

ſally adopted among Maſons ; and though the mode

in ſome meetings may vary, and in every degree

muſt vary, ftill an uniformity in the general prac

tice prevails in the lodges ; and the variation ( if

any) is ſolely occaſioned by a want of method,

which a little application will eaſily remove.

To conduct this ceremony with propriéty, ought

to be the peculiar ſtudy of every Maſon ; eſpecially

of thoſe who have the honour to rule in our aflem .

blies. To perſons who are thus dignified, every

eye is directed for regularity of conduct and be

haviour ; and by their example, other brethren ,

leſs informed , are naturally expected to derive in

ſtruction .

From a ſhare in this ceremony no Maſon is ex

empted ; it is a general concern, in which allmuſt

affitt. This is the firſt requeſt of the Maſter, and

the prelude to buſineſs. No ſooner has it been

ſignified , than every officer repairs to his ſtation,

and the brethren rank according to their degrees .

The intent of the meeting becomes the object of

attention , and the mind is inſenſibly drawn from

the indiſcriminate ſubjects of converſation which

are apt to intrude on our leſs ſerious moments.

Our firſt care is directed to the external avenues

of the lodge, and the proper officers, whoſe pro

vince it is to diſcharge that duty, execute the truſt

with fidelity. By certain myſtic forms, of no re

cent date, it is intimated that we may ſafely pro

с
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ceed . To detect impoſtors among ourſelves, an

adherence to order in the character of Maſons

enſues, and the lodge is opened or cloſed in ſolemin

form .

At opening the lodge, two purpoſes are effected :

the Maſter is reminded of the dignity of his cha

radter , and the brethren of the homage and vene

ration due from them in tlieir fundry ſtations.

Theſe are not the only advantages reſulting from

a due obſervance of the ceremony ; a reverential

awe for the Deity is inculcated, and the eye fixed

on that object from whoſe radiant beams light only

can be derived. Hence in this ceremony we are

taught to adore God , and ſupplicate his protection

on our well-meant endeavours. The Maſter al

fumes his government in due form , and underhim his

Wardens ; who accept their truſt, after the cuſtom

ary falutations. Then the brethren , with one

accord , unite in duty and reſpect, and the cere

mony concludes .

At clofing the lodge, a fimilar form takes place.

Here the leſs important duties of the Order are

not paſſed over unobſerved . The neceffary degree

of ſubordination which takes place in the govern

ment of the lodge is peculiarly marked , while the

proper tribute of gratitude is offered up to the be

neficent Author of life, whoſe bleſſing is invoked ,

and extended to the whole fraternity. Each bro

ther then faithfully locks up the treaſure which he

has acquired in his own repoſitory ; and , pleaſed

with his reward , retires , to enjoy , and difleminate

among the private circle of his friends, the fruits

of his labour and induſtry in the lodge.
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Theſe are faint outlines of a ceremony which

univerſally prevails amongMaſons, and diſtinguiſhes

all their meetings . Hence it is aranged as a ge

neral Section in every degree, and takes the lead in

all our illuſtrations.

A Prayer uſed at opening the Lodge.

May the favour of Heaven be upon this meeting !

and as it is happily begun , may it be conducted

in order, and cloſed with harmony ! Amen.

A Prayer uſed at cloſing the Lodge.

May the bleſſing of Heaven reſt upon us, and all

regular Maſons! may brotherly love prevail, and

every moral and ſocial virtue cement us ! Amen .

Charges and Regulationsfor the conduct and behaviour

of Mafons.

A rehearſal of the Ancient Charges properly

ſucceeds the opening , and precedes the cloſing, of

the lodge . This was the conflant practice of our

ancient brethren , and ought never to be neglected

in our regular affemblies. A recapitulation of

our duty cannot be diſagreeable to thoſe who are

acquainted with it ; and to thoſe to whom it is not

known , ſhould any ſuch be, it muſt be highly pro

per to recommend it .

Ancient Charges.

(To be rehearſed at opening the Lodge ]

On the Maragement of the Craft in working.

Maſons employ themſelves diligently in their

fundry vocations, live creditably, and conform

C 2
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with cheerfulneſs to the government of the country

in which they refide.

The moſt expert craftſman is choſen or ap

pointed Maſter of the work, and is duly ho

noured in that character by thoſe over whom he

preſides.

The Maſter, knowing himſelf qualified , under

takes the government of the lodge , and truly

difpenfes his rewards, according to merit.

A craftſman who is appointed Warden of the

work under the Maſter, is true to Maſter and

fellows, carefully overſees the work, and the bre

thren obey him .

The Maſter, Wardens, and brethren are juſt

and faithful, and carefully finiſh the work they

begin, whether it be in the firſt or ſecond degree ;

but never put that work to the firſt, which has

been appropriated to the ſecond degree.

Neither envy nor cenſure is diſcovered among

Maſons. No brother is fupplanted, or put out of

his work , if he be capable to finiſh it ; for he

who is not perfectly ſkilled in the original deſign,

can never with equal advantage to the Maſter

finiſh the work begun by another.

All employed in Maſonry meekly receive their

rewards, and uſe no diſobliging name. Brother

or Fellow are the appellations they beſtow on

each other. They behave courteouſly within and

without the lodge, and never deſert the Maſter

till the work is finilhed .

}
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Laws for the Government of the Lodge.

[To be rehearſed at opening the Lodge . ]

You are to ſalute one ånother in a courteous

manner, agreeably to the forms eſtabliſhed among

Mafons * ; you are freely to give fuch mutual in

ſtructions as fhall be thought neceflary or ex

pedient, not being overſeen or overheard, without

encroaching upon each other, or derogating from

that reſpect which is due to a gentleman were

he not a Maſon ; for though as . Maſons' we rank

as brethren on a level, yet Maſonry deprives no

man of the honour due to his rank or character,

but rather adds to his honour, eſpecially if he has

deferved well of the fraternity, who always render

honour to whom it is due, and avoid ill-manners.

No private committees are to be allowed, or

ſeparate converſations encouraged ; the Maſter or

Wardens are not to be interrupted , or any brother

who is ſpeaking to the Maſter ; but due decorum

muſt be obſerved, and a proper reſpect paid to the

Maſter, and preſiding officers.

Thefe laws are to be ſtrictly enforced, that

harmony may be preſerved , aud the buſineſs of

the lodge carried on with order and regularity.

Amen. So mote it be.

1

* In the lodge, Mafons meet as members of the ſame family, and

repreſentatives for the time being of all the brethren chroughout

the world ; all prejudices, therefore, on account of religion, country ,

or private opinion , are removed.

1
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Charge on the Behaviour of Mafins.

[ To be rehearſed a cloſing the Lodge . ]

When the lodge is cloſed , you are to enjoy

yourſelves with innocent mirth , and carefully

avoid exceſs. You are not to compel any brother

to act contrary to his inclination, or give offence

by word or deed, but enjoy a free and eaſy con .

verſation . You are to avoid immoral or obſcene

diſcourſe, and at all times ſupport with propriety

the dignity of your character .

You are to be cautious in your words and car.

riage , that the moſt penetrating ſtranger may not

diſcover, or find out, what is not proper to be

intimated ; and, if neceſſary, you are to wave the

diſcourſe, and manage it prudently, for the honour

of the fraternity

At home, and in your ſeveral neighbourhoods,

you are to beliave as wiſe and moral men. You

are never to communicate to your families, friends,

or acquaintances, the private tranſactions of our

different aſſemblies ; but upon every occaſion to

conſult your own honour, and the reputation of

the fraternity at large.

You are to ſtudy the preſervation of health, by

avoiding irregularity and intemperance,
that

your

families may not be neglected and injured, or your

felves diſabled from attending to your neceffary

employments in life.

If a ſtranger apply in the character of a Maſon,

you are cautiouſly to examine him in ſuch a me

thod as prudence may direct, and agreeably to the

forms eſtabliſhed among Maſons ; that you may
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not be impofed upon by an ignorant falſe pretender,

whom you are to reject with contempt * ; and

beware of giving him any ſecret hints of know

lege . But if you diſcover him to be a true and

genuine brother , you are to reſpect him ; if he be

in want, you are without prejudice to relieve him ,

or direct him how he may be relieved ; you are

to employ him , or recommend him to employ

ment : however, you are never charged to do

beyond your ability , only to prefer a poor Mafori,

who is a good man and true, before any other

perſon in the fame circumſtances t .

Finally ; Theſe rules you are always to obſerve

and enforce, and alſo the duties which have been

communicated in the lecture ; cultivating brotherly

love , the foundation and cape- ſtone, the cement

and glory of this ancient fraternity ; avoiding,

upon every occaſion, wrangling and quarrelling,

flandering and backbiting ; not permitting others

tollander honeſt brethren, but defending their

characters, and doing them good offices, as far as

may be conſiſtent with your honour and ſafety, but

no farther. Hence all may ſee the benign influence

This injunction may ſeem uncharitable ; but when it is confi .

dered that the fecrets of Maſonry are open to all men of probity and

honour who are well recommended, an illegal intruder, who could

with to obtain that to which he has no claim , in order to deprive the

public charity of a ſmall pittance at his admiſſion, can deſerve no

better treatment.

# On this principle, unfortunate captives in war , and ſojourners

accidentally caſt on a diſtant Thore, are particular objects of attention,

and ſeldom fail to experience indulgence from Mafons; and it is very

remarkable , that there is not an inſtance on record of a breach of

fidelity or ingratitude where that indulgence has been extended .
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of Maſonry, as all true Maſons have done from the

beginning of the world , and will do to the end of

time.

Amen. So mote it be.

SECT. III.

REMARKS on the FIRST LECTURE.

HAVING illuſtrated the ceremony of opening and

cloſing the lodge , and inſerted the Prayers and

Charges uſually rehearſed in our regular aſſemblies.

on thofe occaſions, we all now enter on a diſ

quiſition of the different Sections of the Lectures

which are appropriated to the three Degrees of

Maſonry, giving a brief ſummary of the whole,

and annexing to every Remark the particulars to

which the Section alludes. By theſe means the

induſtrious Maſon will be better inſtructed in the

regular arrangement of the Lectures, and be en.

abled with more eaſe to acquire a knowlege of

the Art.

The Firſt Lecture is divided into Sections, and

the Sections into Clauſes. In this Lecture virtue

is painted in the moſt beautiful colours , and the

duties of morality are ſtrictly enforced . In it we

are taught ſuch uſeful leſſons as prepare the mind

for a regular advancement in the principles of

knowlege and philoſophy, and theſe are imprinted

on the memory by lively and ſenſible images, to

influence our conduct in the proper diſcharge of

the duties of ſocial life.
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The Firſt Sellion .

The Firſt Section of this Lecture is fuited to

all capacities, and ought to be known by every

perſon who wiſhes tu rank as a Maſon . It con

fiſts of general heads, which, though ſhort and

ſimple, carry weight with them . They , not only

ſerve as marks of diſtinction, but communicate

uſeful and intereſting knowlège when they are

duly inveſtigated . They qualify us to try and ex

amine the rights of others to our privileges , while

they prove ourſelves ; and as they induce us to

inquire more minutely into other particulars of

greater importance , they ſerve as an introduction

to ſubjects which are more amply explained in the

following Sections.

We can annex to this remark no other explana

rion conſiſtent with the rules of Maſonry, we

muft therefore refer the more inquiſitive to our

regular aſſemblies for farther inſtruction .

i

The Second Section .

The Second Section makes us acquainted with

the peculiar forms and ceremonies at the initiation

of candidates into Maſonry'; and convinces us,

beyond the power of contradiction , of the pro.

priety of our rites ; while it demonſtrates to the

moſt ſceptical and heſitating mind , their excellence

and utility.

The following particulars relative to that cere

mony may be introduced here with propriety.

C5
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A Declaration to be aſſented to by every Candidate

previous to his Initiation .

“ Do you ſeriouſly declare , upon your honour,

before theſe gentlemen *, that, unbiaſed by friends

againſt your own inclination , and uninfluenced by

mercenary motives, you freely and voluntarily

offer yourſelf a candidate for the myſteries of

Maſonry ?" - I do.

\" Do you ſeriouſly declare, upon your honour,

before theſe gentlemen, that you are folely

prompted to folicit the privileges of Maſonry,

by a favourable opinion conceived of the inſtitu

tion , a defire of knowlege, and a fincere with

of being ſerviceable to your fellow -creatures ?"

I do.

“ Do you ſeriouſly declare, upon your honour,

before theſe gentlemen , that you will cheerfully

conform to all the ancient eſtabliſhed uſages and

cuſtoms of the fraternity ? ” — I do.

The Candidate is then propoſed in open lodge,

as follows :

-

“ R. W. Maſter, and Brethren ,

«i At the requeſt of Mr. A. B. (mentioning his

profeſſion and reſidence] I propofe him in form as a

proper Candidate for the myſteries of Mafonry ;

I recommend him , as worthy to ſhare the privi.

leges of the fraternity ; and, in conſequence of a

Declaration of his intentions, voluntarily made

and properly atteſted, I believe he will ſtrictly con

form to the rules of the Order. "

* The Stewards of the lodge.



OF MASONRY. 35

The Candidate is, ordered to be prepared fo

Initiation .

A Prayer uſed at Initiation .

« Vouchſafe thine aid , Almighty Father of the

Univerſe, to this our preſent convention ; and

grant that this Candidate for Maſonry may dedi

Cate and devote his life to thy ſervice, and become

a true and faithful Brother among us ! Endue him

with a competence of thy divine wiſdom , that,

by the ſecrets of this Art, he may be better ens .

abled to diſplay the beauties of godlineſs, to the

honour of thy holy Name ! Amen ."

Note. It is a duty incumbent on the Maſter of

the lodge , before the ceremony of initiation takes

place, to inform the Candidate of the purpoſe

and deſign of the inſtitution ; to explain the na

ture of his ſolemn engagements ; and , in a man

ner peculiar to Maſons, to require his cheerful

acquieſcence to all the facred tenets of the Order..

The Third Section :

The Third Section , by the reciprocal commu

nication of our marks of diſtinction , proves the

regularity of our initiation ; and inculcates thoſe

neceffary and inſtructive duties which at once

dignify our character in the double capacity of

men and Maſons..

We cannot better illuſtrate this Section , than.

by inſerting the following

сб
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Charge at Initiation into the Firſt Degree *.

BROTHER,

[As you are now introduced into the firſt prin

ciples of our Order, it is my duty to congratulate

you on being accepted a Member of an ancient

and honourable Society : ancient , as having fub

fifted from time immemorial ; and honourable, as

tending, in every particular, ſo to render all men ,

who will be conformable to its precepts. No

inſtitution was eve ' raiſed on a better principle,

or more folid foundation ; nor were ever

excellent rules and uitful maxims laid down , than

are inculcated on all perfons at their initiation into

our myſteries. Monarchs in all ages have been

encouragers and promoters of the Art , and have

never deemed it derogatory from their dignities,

to level themſelves with the brethren , to extend

their privileges , and to patroniſe their affemblies.]

" As a Maſon you are to ſtudy the moral law, as

contained in the ſacred code t ; to conſider it as

the unerring ſtandard of truth and juſtice, and to

regulate your life and actions by its divine pre

cepts.....

The three great moral duties, to God, your

neighbour, and yourſelf, you are ſtrictly to ob

ferve : -- To God , by holding his Name in awe and

veneration ; viewing him as the chief good, im

ploring his aid in laudable purſuits, and fuppli

* The paragraphs encloſed in brackets [ ) may be occaſionally

om'tted, if time will not admit of delivering the whole Charge .

+ The Bible ; and in countries where that book is not known ,

whatever is underſtood to contain the will or law of God,
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cating his protection on well - meant endeavours :

To your neighbour, by acting upon the ſquare,

and, conſidering him equally entitled with your

ſelf to ſhare the bleſſings of Providence, rendering

unto him thoſe favours, which in a ſimilar fitu

ation you would expect to receive from him :

And to yourſelf, by not abuſing the bounties of

Providence, impairing the faculties by irregularity,

or debaſing the profeſſion by intemperance .

In the ſtate, you are to be a quiet and peace

able ſubject, true to your ſovereign, and juſt to

your country ; you are not to countenance diſloy.

alty or rebellion , bu: patiently ſubmit to legal

authority, and conform with cheerfulneſs to the

government under which you live, yielding obe

dience to the laws which afford you protection ,

and never forgetting the attachment you owe to

the place of your nativity , or the allegiance due

to the ſovereign and protectors of that ſpot.

[In your outward demeanour, you are to avoid

cenſure or reproach ; and beware of thoſe who

may artfully endeavour to infinuate themſelves .

into your eſteem , with a view to betray your vir

tuous reſolutions, or make you ſwerve from the

principles of the inſtitution . Let not intereſt ,

favour, or prejudice, bias your integrity, or in

fluence you to be guilty of a diſhonourable action ;

but let your conduct be uniform , and your de

portment ſuitable to the dignity of the profeſſion .]

Above all virtues, practiſe benevolence and cha

rity ; for theſe have diſtinguiſhed Maſons in every

age and country. [ The inconceivable pleaſure of

contributing toward the relief of our fellow - crea

3
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tures , is truly experienced by perſons of a humane

diſpoſition ;, who are naturally excited, by ſym

pathy, to extend their aid in alleviation of the

miſeries of others. This encourages the generous

Maſon to diſtribute his bounty with cheerfulneſs.

Suppoſing himſelf in the ſituation of an unhappy

fufferer, he liſtens to the tale of woe with atten

tion, 'bewails misfortune, and ſpeedily relieves.

diſtreſs.]

The Conſtitutions of the Order are next to

engage your attention . Theſe copilt of two

points , oral and written communication . The

former comprehends the myſteries of the Art , and

are only to be acquired by practice and experience

in the lodge; the latter includes the hiſtory of

genuine Maſonry, the lives and characters of its

patrons , and the ancient charges and general regu

lations of the craft.]

A punctual attendance on the duties of the

Order we earneſtly enjoin, more eſpecially in that

aſſembly where your name is enrolled as a member.

[ There, and in all other regular meetings of the

fraternity, you are to behave with order and deco

rum , that harmony may be preſerved, and the

buſineſs of Maſonry properly conducted. The

rules of good manners you are never to violate,

by ugng unbecoming language, in derogation of

the name of God, or toward the corruption of

good manners : neither are you to enter into a

diſpute about religion or politics ; or behave irre

verently while the lodge is engaged in what is

ferious and important .] On every occaſion you .

are to pay a proper deference and reſpect to the
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Maſter and preſiding officers, and diligently apply

to the practice of the Art, that you may ſooner

become a proficient therein , as well for your own

credit, as the honour of the company with whom

you affociate.

Although your frequent appearance at our re

gular meetings be earneſtly ſolicited, your neceſſary

employments are not to be neglected on that ac

count, neither are you to ſuffer your zeal for Ma

ſonry to exceed the bounds of diſcretion, or lead

you into argument with perſons who may ridicule

our ſyſtem ; but rather extend your pity toward

thoſe who may be apt through ignorance to con

temn, what they never had an opportunity to com

prehend. All that is required for your general

obſervance is , that you ſtudy the liberal arts at

leiſure, trace ſcience in the works of eminent

maſters, and improve in maſonic diſquiſitions, by

the converſation of well-informed brethren , who

will be as ready to give , as you can be to receive,

inſtruction .

Finally ; adhere to the conſtitutions, and ſupport

the privileges which are to diſtinguiſh you from

the reſt of the community, and mark your conſe

quence amongthe fraternity. If, in the circle of your

acquaintance , you find a perſon deſirous of being

initiated into the Order, be particularly attentive

not to recommend him unleſs you are convinced

he will conform to our rules ; that the value of

Maſonry may be enhanced by the difficulty of the

purchaſe ; the honour and reputation of the inſti

tution eſtabliſhed on a ſure baſis, and the world at

large convinced of its benign influence.
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[From the attention you have paid to the recital

of theſe duties , we are led to hope that you will

form a proper eſtimate of the value of Free -maſonry,

and imprint on your mind the dictates of truth ,

honour, and juſtice.]

This Section uſually cloſes with the following

EULOGIUM.

MASONRY comprehends within its circle every

branch of uſeful knowlege and learning, and ſtamps

an indelible mark of pre -eminence on its genuine

profeffors, which neither chance, power , nor for

tune can beſtow . When its rules are ſtrictly ob

ferved, it is a ſure foundation of tranquillity amidſt

the various diſappointments of life , a friend that

will not deceive , but will comfort and aflift , in

proſperity and adverſity ; a bleſſing that will re

main with all times, circumſtances , and places , and

to which recourſe may be had, when other earthly

comforts fink into diſregard .

Maſonry gives real and intrinſic excellency to

man, and renders him fit for the duties of ſociety.

It ſtrengthens the mind againſt the ſtorms of life ,

paves the way to peace, and promotes domeſtic

happineſs. It meliorates the temper, and improves

the underſtanding ; it is company in ſolitude, and

gives vivacity, variety , and energy to ſocial conver

ſation . In youth, it governs the paſſions, and ein

ploys uſefully our moſt active faculties ; and in

age , when fickneſs, imbecility, and diſeaſe have be

- numbed the corporeal frame, and rendered the

union of ſoul and body almoſt intolerable, it yields

a fund of comfort and ſatisfaction .
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Theſe are its general advantages ; to enumerate

them ſeparately, would be an endleſs labour : it

may be ſufficient to obſerve, that he who cultivates

this ſcience, and acts agreeably to the character of

a Mafon, has within himſelf the ſpring and ſupport

of every ſocial virtue ; a ſubject of contemplation,

that enlarges the mind, and expands all its powers ;

a theme that is inexhauſtible, ever new, and always

intereſting.

The Fourth Section .

: The Fourth Section rationally accounts for the

origin of our hieroglyphical inſtruction , and points

out the advantages which accompany a faithful

obſervance of our duty ; it illuſtrates, at the ſame

time, certain particulars, of which our ignorance

might lead us into error, and which, as Maſons, we

are indiſpenſably bound to know.

To make daily progreſs in the Art, is a conſtant

duty, and expreſsly required by our general laws.

What end can be more noble, than the purſuit of

virtue ? what motive more alluring , than the prac

rice of juſtice ? or what inſtruction more beneficial,

than an accurateelucidation of ſymbols which tend

to improve and embelliſh the mind ? Every thing

that ſtrikes the eye, more immediately engages the

attention , and imprints on the memory ſerious and

ſolemn truths . Maſons have therefore univerſally

adopted the plan of inculcating the tenets of their

Order by typical figures and allegorical emblems, to

prevent their myſteries from deſcending within the

familiar reach of inattentive and unprepared no

vices, from whom they might not receive due ve

neration.
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The uſages and cuſtoms of Maſons have ever

correſponded with thoſe of the ancient Egyptians,

to which they bear a near affinity . Theſe philo

ſophers , unwilling to expoſe their myſteries to vul

gar eyes, concealed their particular tenets and prin

ciples of polity and philoſophy under hieroglyphi .

cal figures ; and expreiled their notions of govern

ment by ſigns and ſymbols, which they communi .

cated to their Magi alone, who were bound by oath

not to reveal them. Pythagoras ſeems to have

eſtabliſhed his ſyſtem on a ſimilar plan , and many

orders of a more recent date have copied the ex.

ample. · Maſonry, however, is not only the moſt

ancient, but the moſt moral inſtitution that ever

fubfifted ; as every character, figure, and emblem,

depicted in the lodge, has a moral tendency, and

tends to inculcate the practice of virtue.

[ This Section cloſes with a definition of Charity,

for which fee page 17. ]

1

The Fifth Section

The Fifth Section explains the nature and prin.

ciples of our conſtitution , and teaches us to dif

charge with propriety the duties of the different

departments which weare appointed to ſuſtain in

the government of the lodge . Here, too, our orna

ments are diſplayed, and our jewels and furniture

ſpecified , while a proper attention is paid to our

ancient and venerable patrons.

To explain the ſubjects treated in this Section,

and affiſt the induftrious Maſon to acquire them,we

muſt recommend a punctual attendance on the
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duties of the lodge , and a diligent application to

the leſſons there inculcated .

The Sixth Section .

The Sixth Section, though the laſt in rank , is

not the leaſt conſiderable in importance. It

ſtrengthens thoſe which precede, and enforces, in

the moſt engaging manner , a due regard to cha

racter and behaviour, in public as well as in pri

vate life, in the lodge as well as in the general

commerce of ſociety.

This Section forcibly inculcates the moſt in.

ſtructive leſſons. Brotherly Love, Relief, and

Truth , are themes on which we expatiate . - By

the exerciſe of Brotherly Love, we are taught to

regard the whole human ſpecies as one family, the

the high and low, the rich and poor ; who, as

children of the ſame Parent and inhabitants of

the ſame planet , are to aid , ſupport, and protect

each other. On this principle, Maſonry unites

men of every country , feet, and opinion, and con

ciliates true friendſhip among thoſe who might

otherwiſe have remained at a perpetual diſtance.-

Relief is the next tenet of the profeſſion . To re

lieve the diſtreſſed, is a duty incumbent on all

men ; particularly on Maſons, who are linked to

gether by an indiffoluble chain of fincere affection .

To ſoothe calamity, alleviate misfortune, compaſ

fionate miſery, and reſtore peace to the troubled

mind, is the grand aim of the true Maſon . On

this bafis, he eſtabliſhes his friendſhips, and forms

his connexions. - Truth is a divine attribute , and
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the foundation of every virtue: To be good and

true , is the firſt leffon we are taught in Maſonry.

On this theme we contemplate, and by its dictates

endeavour to regulate our conduct : influenced by

this principle, hypocriſy and deceit are unknown ,

fincerity and plain dealing diſtinguiſh us, while the

heart and tongue join in promoting each other's

welfare, and rejoicing in each other's proſperity.

To this illuſtration ſucceeds an explanation of

the four cardinal virtues, Temperance , Fortitude,

Prudence, and Juſtice.By Temperance, we are

inſtructed to govern the paſſions, and check our

unruly deſires. The health of the body, and the

dignity of the ſpecies, are equally concerned in a

faithful obſervance of it. — By Fortitude , we are

taught to reſiſt temptation, and encounter danger

with ſpirit and reſolution . This virtue is equally

diſtant from raſhneſs and cowardice ; and he who

poffeffes it, is ſeldom fhaken , and never over

thrown, by the ſtorms that ſurround him.-By

Prudence we are inſtructed to regulate our con

duct by the dictates of reaſon , and judge and de

termine with propriety in the execution of every

thing that can tend to promote either preſent or

future well -being. On this virtue all others de

pend ; it is therefore the chief jewel that can adorn

the human frame.- Juſtice , the boundary of right,

conſtitutes the cement of civil ſociety. This virtue

in a great meaſure conſtitutes real goodneſs, and

is therefore repreſented as the perpetual ſtudy of

the accompliſhed Maſon . Without the exerciſe of

juſtice, univerſal confuſion muſt enſue ; lawleſs
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force would overcome the principles of equity, and

focial intercourſe no longer exift.

The explanation of theſe virtues is accompanied

with ſome general obſervations on the Equality ob

ſerved among Maſons. In the lodge no eſtrange

ment of behaviour is diſcovered . Influenced by

the ſame principle, an uniformity of opinion , uſe

ful in exigencies, and pleaſing in familiar life, uni.

verſally prevails, ſtrengthens the ties of friendſhip,

and equally promotes love and eſteem . Mafons

are brethren by a double tie, and among brothers

no invidious diftinctions ſhould exiſt. Merit is

always reſpected, and honour rendered to whom

it is due.-- A king is reminded , that although a

crown may adorn the head, or a fceptre the hand,

the blood in the veins is derived from the common

parent of mankind , and is no better than that of the

meaneſt ſubject. The ſtateſman, the ſenator, and

the artiſt, are alike taught that, equally with others,

they are by nature expoſed to infirmity and diſeaſe ;

and that an unforeſeen misfortune, or a diſordered

frame, may impair their faculties, and level them

with the moſt ignorant of their ſpecies. This

checks pride, and incites courteſy of behaviour.

Men of inferior talents, or who are not placed by

fortune in ſuch exalted ſtations, are inſtructed to

regard their ſuperiors with peculiar eſteem , when

they diſcover them voluntarily diveſted of the trap

pings of external grandeur, and condeſcending, in

the badge of innocence and bond of friendſhip, to

trace wiſdom , and follow virtue, aſſiſted by thofe

who are of a rank beneath them. Virtue is true
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nobility , and wiſdom is the channel by which Virtue

is directed and conveyed ; Wiſdom and Virtue

only nark diſtinction among Maſons.

Such is the arrangement of the Sections in the

Firſt Lecture, which, including the forms adopted

at opening and cloſing the lodge , comprehends the

whole of the Firſt Degree. This plan has not

only the avantage of regularity to recommend it,

but the ſupport of precedent and authority, and

the ſanction and reſpect which flow from anti

quity. The whole is a regular ſyſtem of morality,

conceived in a ſtrain of intereſting allegory, which

readily unfolds its beauties to the candlid and in

duſtrious inquirer.

SECT. IV.

REMARKS on the SECOND LECTURE.

MASONRY is a progreſſive ſcience , and is divided

into different claſſes or degrees, for the more re

gular advancement in the knowlege of its myſ.

teries. According to the progreſs we make, we

limit or extend our inquiries ; and , in proportion

to our capacity, we attain to a leſs or greater degree

of perfection.

Maſonry includes almoſt every branch of polite

learning under the veil of its myſteries, which

comprehend a regubar ſyſtem of ſcience . Many

of its illuſtrations may appear unimportant to the

confined genius ; but the man of more enlarged fa

culties will conſider them in the higheſt degree

uſeful and intereſting. To pleaſe the accompliſhed
1
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Icholar and ingenious artiſt, the inſtitution is

wiſely planned ; and in the inveſtigation of its

latent doctrines, the philoſopher and mathema.

tician experience equal fatisfaction and delight.

To exhauſt the various ſubjects of which Maſonry

treats , would tranſcend the powers of the brighteſt

genius ; ſtill, however, nearer approaches to per.

feétion may be made, and the man of wiſdom will

not check the progreſs of his abilities , though the

taſk he attempts may at firſt feem inſurmountable.

Perſeverance and application will re :nove each diffi

culty as it occurs ; every ſtep he advances , new

pleaſures will open to his view, and inſtruction of

the nobleſt kind attend his reſearches. In the

diligent purſuit of knowlege, great diſcoveries are

made, and the intellectual faculties are wiſely

employed in promoting the glory of God , and the

good of man .

Such is the tendency of every illuſtration in

Maſonry. Reverence for the Deity , and gratitude

for the blellings of heaven , are inculcated in every

degree. This is the plan of our fyftem , and the

reſult of all our inguiries.

The Firſt Degree is intended to enforce the

duties of morality , and imprint on the memory

the nobleſt principles which can adorn the human

mind . The Second Degree extends the ſame

plan , and comprehends a more diffuſive ſyſtem

of knowlege. Practice and theory qualify the

induſtrious maſon to ſhare the pleaſures which an

advancement in the Art neceſſarily affords. Liſten

ing with attention to the wiſe opinions of expe

rienced craftſmen on important ſubjects, his mind
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is gradually familiariſed to uſeful inſtruction, and

he is ſoon enabled to inveſtigate truths of the

utmoſt concern in the general tranſactions of life.

From this ſyſtem proceeds a rational amuſe

ment ; while the mental powers are fully em

ployed, the judgment is properly exerciſed. A

ſpirit of emulation prevails ; and every brother

vies, who ſhall moſt excel in promoting the valu
able rules of the inſtitution .

The Firſt Section .

The Firſt Section of the Second Degree elu

cidates the mode of introduction into this claſs ;

and inſtructs the diligent craftſman how to pro

ceed in the proper arrangement of the ceremonies

which are uſed on that occafion, while it enables

him to judge of their importance, and convinces

him of the neceſſity of adhering to all the eſta

bliſhed uſages of the Order. Here he is entruſted

with particular teſts, to prove his title to the pri

vileges of this degree, and ſatisfactory reaſons are

given for their origin . Many duties which cement

in the firmeſt union the well- informed brethren ,

are illuſtrated ; and an opportunity is given to

make ſuch advances in the art as muſt always

diſtinguiſh the abilities of able craftſmen.

This Section, beſides the ceremony of initiation

into the Second Degree, contains many important

particulars, with which no officer of the lodge

ſhould be unacquainted.
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Charge at Initiation into the Second Degree *.

BROTHER,

Being advanced to the Second Degree we con

gratulate you on your preferment. { The internal,

and not the external, qualifications of a man, are

what Maſonry regards . As you increaſe in know

lege, you will confequently improve in ſocial in

tercourſe.

It is unneceſſary to recapitulate the duties which,

as a Mafon , you are now bound to diſcharge ; or

enlarge on the neceſſity of a ſtrict adherence to

them , as your own experience must have eſtabliſhed

their value . It may be ſufficient to obſerve, that]

Your paſt behaviour and regular deportment have

merited the honour which we have conferred ;

and in your new character, it is expected that you

will not only conform to the principles of the

Order, but fteadily perſevere in the practice of

every commendable virtue.

The ſtudy of the liberal arts [that valuable

branch of education , which tends ſo effectually

to poliſh and adorn the mind] is earneſtly recom

mended to your confideration ; eſpecially the

ſcience of geometry, which is eſtabliſhed as the

baſis of our Art. [Geometry, or Maſonry, ori

ginally ſynonymous terms, is of a divine and moral

nature, and enriched with the moſt uſeful know

lege ; while it proves the wonderful properties of

nature , it demonſtrates the more important truths

of morality . ]

1

# The fentences incloſed in brackets ( ) may be occaſionally

omitted .

D
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As the folemnity of our ceremonies requires a

ferious deportment, you are to be particularly

attentive to your behaviour in our regular aſ

ſemblies ; you are to preſerve our ancient ufages

and cuſtoms ſacred and inviolable ; and induce

others, by your example, to hold them in due

veneration .

The laws and regulations of the Order you are

ftrenuouſly to ſupport and maintain . You are

not to palliate, or aggravate , the offences of your

brethren ; but, in the deciſion of every treſpaſs

againſt our rules , judge with candour, admoniſh

with friendſhip, and reprehend with juſtice.

As a craftſman , in our private aflemblies, you

may offer your ſentiments and opinions on ſuch

ſubjects as are regularly introduced in the Lec

ture . By this privilege you may improve your

intellectual powers ; qualify yourſelf to become

an uſeful member of ſociety ; and like a ſkilful

brother, ſtrive to excel in every thing that is good

and great .

[ * All regular figns and ſummonſes, given and

received , you are duly to honour, and punctually

to obey ; inaſmuch as they conſiſt with our pro

felfed principles . You are to ſupply the wants,

and relieve the necellities, of your brethren and

fellows, to the utmoſt of your power and ability :

and you are on no account to wrong them, or

ſee them wronged ; but appriſe them of approach .

ing danger, and view their intereſt as inſeparable

from your own .

This and the folloving paragraph are to be omitted, if previouſly

uſed in the courſe of the ceremony .
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Such is the nature of your engagements as a

craftſman ; and to theſe duties you are now bound

by the moſt ſacred ties . ]

The Second Section .

The Second Section of this Degree preſents

an ample field for the man of genius to peram

bulate . It curſorily ſpecifies the particular claffes

of the Order, and explains the 'requiſite qualifi.

cations for preferment in each . In the explana

tion of our uſages, many remarks are introduced ,

equally uſeful to the experienced artiſt and the fage

moralift. The various operations of the mind are

demonſtrated , as far as they will admit of eluci

dation , and a fund of extenſive ſcience is explored

throughout. Here we find employment for leiſure

hours, trace ſcience from its original ſource, and,

drawing the attention to the ſum of perfection ,

contemplate with admiration on the wonderful

works of the Creator. Geometry is diſplayed ,

with all its powers and properties ; and in the dif

quiftion of this valuable ſcience, the mind is filled

with rapture and delight. Such is the latitude of

this Section, that the moſt judicious have failed

in an attempt to explain it, as the rational powers

are exerted to their utmoſt ſtretch , in illuſtrating

the beauties of Nature, and demonſtrating the more

important truths of Morality,

As the orders of architecture come under con

fideration in this Section , the following brief de

ſcription of them may not be improper.

D 2
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By order in architecture, is meant a ſyſtem of

the members, proportions, and ornaments of co

lumns and pilaſters ; or, it is a regular arrangement

of the projecting parts of a building , which , united

with thoſe of a column, form a beautiful, perfect,

and complete whole. Order in architecture may

be traced from the firſt formation of ſociety.

When the rigour of ſeaſons obliged men to con

trive thelter from the inclemency of the weather,

we learn that they firſt planted trees on end , and

then laid others acrofs, to ſupport a covering.

The bands which connected thoſe trees at top

and bottom, are ſaid to have ſuggeſted the idea of

the baſe and capital of pillars ; and from this

fimple hint originally proceeded the more improved

art of architecture.

The five orders are thus clafled : the Tuſcan ,

Doric, Ionic, Corinthian , and Compoſite.

The Tufian is the moft ſimple and ſolid of the

five orders. It was invented in Tuſcany, whence

it derives its name. Its column is ſeven diame

ters high ; and its capital, baſe, and entablature

have but few mouldings . The fimplicity of the

conſtruction of this column renders it eligible

where folidity is the chief object, and where or.

nament would be ſuperfluous.

The Doric order, which is plain and natural,

is the moſt ancient , and was invented by the

Greeks . Its column is eight diameters high, and

it has ſeldom any ornaments on baſe or capital,

except mouldings ; though the frieze is diftin

guiſhed by triglyphs and netopes, and the triglyphs

compoſe the ornaments of the frieze. The folid
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compoſition of this order gives it a preference in

ſtructures where ſtrength and a noble fimplicity

are chiefly required.

The Doric is the beſt proportioned of all the

orders . The ſeveral parts of which it is com

poſed are founded on the natural poſition of folid

bodies . In its firſt invention it was more ſimple

than in its preſent ſtate . In after- times, when

it began to be adorned, it gained the name of

Doric ; for when it was conſtructed in its primi

tive and fimple form , the name of Tuſcan was

conferred on it. Hence the Tuſcan precedes the

Doric in rank , on account of the reſemblance to

that pillar in its original ſtate .

The Ionic bears a kind of mean proportion ben

tween the more folid and delicate orders. Its

column is nine diameters high ; its capital is

adorned with volutes, and its cornice has den

ticles. There is both delicacy and ingenuity diſ.

played in this pillar ; the invention of wbich is

attributed to the Ionians, as the famous temple

of Diana at Epheſus was of this order. It is ſaid

to have been formed after the model of an agree

able young woman, of an elegant ſhape, drefied in

her hair ; as a contraſt to the Doric order, which

was formed after that of a frong robuſt man.

The Corinthian, the richeſt of the five orders,

is deemed a maſter-piece of art, and was invented

at Corinth by Callimachus. Its column is ten

diameters high , and its capital is adorned with

two rows of leaves, and eight volutes, which

ſuſtain the abacus. The frieze is ornamented

with curious devices , and the cornice with denticles

D 3
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and modillions . This order is uſed in ſtately and

ſuperb ſtructures.

Callimachus is ſaid to have taken the hint of

the capital of this pillar from the following re

markable circumſtance. Accidentally paſling by

the tomb of a young lady, he perceived a baſket

of toys, covered with a tile placed over an acan.

thus root, having been left there by her nurſe.

As the branches grew up, they encompaſſed the

baſket, till , arriving at the tile, they met with an

obſtruction , and bent downwards. Callimachus,

ftruck with the object, fet about imitating the

figure ; the vaſe of the capital he made to repre

ſent the baſket ; the abacus, the tile ' ; and the

volute, the bending leaves.

The Compoſite is compounded of the other or .

ders , and was contrived by the Romans. Its

capital has the two rows of leaves of the Corin.

thian , and the volutes of the Ionic . Its column

has the quarter- round as the Tuſcan and Doric

orders, is ten diameters high, and its cornice has

denticles or ſimple modillions . This pillar is gem

nerally found in buildings where ſtrength, elegance,

and beauty, are united .

The original orders of architecture are no

more than three , the Doric, Ionic , and Corinthian .

To theſe the Romans have added two, the Tuſcan ,

which they made plainer than the Doric ; and the

Compoſite, which was more ornamental, if not

more beautiful, than the Corinthian . The firſt

three orders alone ſew invention and particular

character, and eſſentially differ from each other :

the two others have nothing but what is borrowed



OF MASONRY. 55

and differ only accidentally'; the ' Tuſcan is the

Doric in its earlieſt ftate ; and the Compoſite is

the Corinthian enriched with the lonic. To the

Greeks, andnot to the Romans, we are indebted

for what is great, judicious, and diſtinct in archi

tecture .

Theſe obſervations are intended to induce the

induſtrious craftſmanto purſue his reſearches into

the riſe and progreſs of architecture , by conſulting

the works of the beſt writers on that ſubject. : $

• An analyſis of the human faculties is alſo given

in this Section , in which the five external ſenſes

particularly claim attention . When theſe topics

are propoſed in our affemblies, we are not confined

to any peculiar mode of explanation ; but every

brother is at liberty to offer his ſentiments under

proper reſtrictions.

The ſenſes we are to conſider as the gifts of

Nature, and the primary regulators of our active

powers ; as by them alone we are conſcious of

the diſtance, nature, and properties of external

objects. Reaſon , properly employed, confirms the

documents of Nature, which are always true and

wholeſome : fhe diſtinguiſhes the good from the

bad ; rejects the laſt with modeſty, adheres to the

firſt with reverence .

The objects of human knowlege are innu

merable ; the channels by which this knowlege

is conveyed, are few . Among theſe, the per

ception of external things by the ſenſes, and the

information we receive from human teſtimony,

are not the leaſt conſiderable ; the analogy be

D4
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tween them is obvious. In the teſtimony of

Nature given by the ſenſes, as well as in human

teſtimony given by information , things are big

nified by figns. In one as well as the other, the

mind, either by original principles or by cuſtom ,

pafies from the ſign to the conception and belief

of the thing lignified. The figns in the natural

language, as well as the figns in our original

perceptions, have the fame fignification in all clio

mates and nations, and the skill of interpreting

them is not acquired , but innate.

Having made theſe obfervations, we ſhalt pro

ceed to give a brief deſcription of the five ſenſes..

Hearing is that ſepſe by which we diſtinguiſha

founds, and are capable of enjoying all the agree

able charme of muſic. By it we are enabled to

enjoy the pleaſures of fociety , and reciprocally to

communicate to each other, our thoughts and

intentions, our purpoſes and degres ; while our

reaſon is capable of exerting its utmoſt power and

energy.

The wife and beneficent Author of Nature ſeems

to have intended , by the formation of this fenſe ,

that we ſhould be ſocial creatures, and receive the

greateſt and moſt important part of our knowlege

by the information of others . For theſe purpoſes

we are endowed with Hearing, that, by a proper

exertion of our rational powers, our happineſs may

be complete.

Seeing is that ſenſe by which we diftinguiſh ob.

jects, and are enabled in an inſtant of time, with

out change of place or ſituation , to view armies in

battle array, figures of the moſt ſtately ſtructures,
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and all the agreeable variety diſplayed in the land

ſcape of Nature . By this fenfe we find our way in

the pathleſs ocean , traverſe the globe of earth, de

termine its figure and dimenſions, and delineate

any region or quarter of it . By it we meaſure

the planetary orbs , and make new diſcoveries in the

ſphere of the fixed ſtars. Nay more ; by it we

perceive the tempers and diſpoſitions, the paſſions

and affections, of our fellow -creatures, when they

wiſh moſt to conceal them, ſo that though the

tongue may be taught to lie and diffemble, the

countenance will diſplay the hypocrify to the diſ

cerning eye. In fine, the rays of light, which

adminiſter to this fenfe, are the moſt aſtoniſhing

parts of the inanimate creation, and render the eye

a peculiar object of admiration .

Of all the faculties, fight is the nobleft . The

ſtructure of the eye, and its appurtenances, evince

the admirable contrivance of Nature for performing

all its various external and internal motions ;

while the variety diſplayed in the eyes of different

animals, fuited to their ſeveral ways of life, clearly

demonſtrates this organ to be the maſter-piece of
Nature's work.

Feeling is that ſenſe by which we diſtinguiſh the

different qualities of bodies : ſuch as, heat and cold ,

hardneſs and ſoftneſs, roughnefs and ſmoothneſs,

figure, ſolidity, motion, and extenſion . By means

of certain correſponding ſenſations of touch, theſe

are preſented to the mind as real external qualities,

and the conception or belief of them is invariably

connected with correfponding ſenſations, by an
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original, principle of human nature, which far

tranſcends our inquiry.

All knowlege beyond our original perceptions

is got by experience. The conſtancy of Nature's

laws connects the fign with the thing ſignified ,

and we rely on the continuance of that connection

which experience hath diſcovered .

The three ſenſes, hearing, ſeeing, and feeling, are

deemed peculiarly eflential among Maſons.

Smelling enables us to diſtinguiſh odours,

which convey different impreſſions to the mind .

Animal and vegetable bodies, and indeed moſt

other bodies, continually fend forth effluvia of

valt ſubtilty, as well in the ſtate of life and

growth, as in the ſtate of fermentation and putre

faction. The volatile particles probably repeleach

other, and ſcatter themſelves in the air, till they

meet with other bodies to which they bear a che

mical affinity, with which they unite, and form

new concretes. Theſe effluvia being drawn into

the noſtrils along with the air, are the means by

which all bodies are ſmelled . Hence it is evident,

that there is a manifeſt appearance of deſign in the

great Creator's having planted the organ of ſmell

in the inſide of that canal , through which the air

continually paſſes in reſpiration.

Tafling enables us to make a proper diſtinction

in the choice of our food. The organ of this ſenſe

guards the entrance of the alimentary canal, as

that of ſmell guards the entrance of the canal for

reſpiration. From the ſituation of theſe organs, it

is plain that they were intended by Nature to

diftinguiſh wholeſome food from that which is

4
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nauſeous. Every thing that enters into the fto

mach muſt undergo the fcrutiny of Taſting, and by

it we are capable of diſcerning the changes which

the ſame body undergoes in the different compoſi

tions of art, cookery, chemiſtry, pharmacy, &c.

Smelling and Tafting are inſeparably connected,

and it is by the unnatural kind of life which men

commonly lead in ſociety, that theſe fenfes are ren

dered lefs fit to perform their natural offices.

Through the medium of the ſenſes we are ena

bled to form juft and accurate notions of the oper

ations of Nature ; and when we reflect on the

means by which the ſenſes are gratified, we become

conſcious of the exiſtence of bodies, and attend to

them , till they are rendered familiar objects of

thought.

To underſtand and analize the operations of the

mind, is an attempt in which the moſt judicious

may fail. All we know is, that the ſenſes are the

channels of communication to the mind, which is

ultimately affected by their operation ; and when

the mind is difeafed, every fenfe loſes its virtue.

The fabric of the mind , as well as that of the body,

is curious and wonderful; the faculties of the one

are adapted to their ſeveral ends with equal wif

dom, and no leſs propriety , than the organs of the

other. The inconceivable wiſdom of an Almighty

Being is diſplayed in the ſtructure of the mind,

which extends its power over every branch of

ſcience ; and is therefore a theme peculiarly wor

thy of attention . In the arts and ſciences which

have leaſt connexion with the mind, its faculties

are ſtill the engines which we muſt employ ; and the

D6
1
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better we underſtand their nature and uſe, their

defects and diſorders, we ſhall apply them with the

greater ſucceſs . In the noblest arts, the mind is

the fubject upon which we operate.

Wife men agree, that there is but one way to

the knowlege of Nature's works-- the way of ob

fervation and experiment. By our conſtitution we

have a ſtrong propenſity to trace particular facts

and obfervations to general rules, and to apply

thoſe rules to account for other effects, or to direct

us in the production of them . This procedure of

the underſtanding is familiar in the common affairs

of 'life , and is the means by which every real dif

covery in philoſophy is made .

On the mind all our knowlege muſt depend ; it

therefore conſtitutes a proper ſubject for the inveſ

tigation of Mafons. Although by anatomical

diffection and obſervation we may become ac

quainted with the body, it is by the anatomy of the

mind alone we can diſcover its powers and principles.

To ſum up the whole of this tranſcendent mea

fure of God's bounty to man, we may add, that

memory , imagination, taſte, reafoning, moral

perception, and all the active powers of the foul,

prefent fuch a vaft and boundleſs field for philo

fophical difquiſition , as far exceeds human inquiry,

and are peculiar myfteries, kriown only to Nature,

and to Nature's God, to whom all are indebted for

their creation , preſervation , and every bleffing they

enjoy.

From this theme we proceed to illuſtrate the

moral advantages of Geometry.
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Geometry is the firſt and nobleft of feiences,

and the baſis on which the ſuperſtructure of Free

maſonry is erected .

The contemplation of this fcience in a moral

and comprehenſive view , fills the mind with rap

ture . To the true Geometrician , the regions of

matter with which he is ſurrounded, afford ample

ſcope for his admiration, while they open a ſublime

field for his inquiry and diſquiſition.

Every particle of matter on which he treads,

every blade of grafs which covers the field, every

lower which blows, and every infect which wings

its way in the bounds of expanded ſpace, proves

the exiſtence of a firſt cauſe, and yields pleaſure

to the intelligent mind .

The ſymmetry, beauty, and order diſplayed in

the various parts of animate and inanimate cream

tion , is a pleafing and delightful theme ; and natu

rally leads to the ſource whence the whole is de

rived . When we bring within the focus of the

eye the variegated carpet of the terreſtrial creation ,

and ſurvey the progreſs of the vegetative ſyſtem ,

our admiration is juſtly excited . Every plant which

grows, every flower that diſplays its beauties or

breathes its fweets, affords inſtruction and delight.

When we extend our views to the animal creation,

and contemplate the varied clothing of every fpe

cies, we are equally ſtruck with aſtoniſlıment!

and when we trace the lines of Geometry drawn

by the divine pencil in the beautiful plumage of

the feathered tribe, how exalted is our conception

of the heavenly work ! The admirable ſtructure

of plants and animals, and the infinite number of
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fibres and veflels which runs through the whole ,

with the apt diſpoſition of one part to another, is

a perpetual ſubject of ſtudy to the Geometrician ;

who, while he adverts to the changes which all

undergo in their progreſs to maturity, is loft in

rapture and veneration of the great cauſe which

- governs the ſyſtem .

When he deſcends into the bowels of the earth,

and explores the kingdom of ores, minerals, and

foſſils, he finds the ſame inſtances of divine wil .

dom and goodneſs diſplayed in their formation and

ſtructure ; every gem and pebble proclaim the

handywork of an Almighty Creator.

When he ſurveys the watery element, and di

rects his attention to the wonders of the deep,

with all the inhabitants of the mighty ocean , he

perceives emblems of the fame fupremé intelli

gence. The ſcales of the largeſt whale, as well

as the pencilled ſhell of the meaneſt fry, equally

yield a theme for his contemplation, on which he

fondly dwells, while the ſymmetry of their form

ation , and the delicacy of the tints, evince the

wiſdom of the Divine Artiſt..

When he exalts his view to the more noble and

elevated parts of Nature, and ſurveys the celeſtial

orbs, how much greater is his aſtoniſhment ! If,

on the principles of Geometry and true philoſophy,

he contemplate the ſun , the moon, the ſtars,

the whole concave of heaven, his pride is hum

bled , and he is loſt in awful admiration. The

immenfe magnitude of thoſe bodies, the regula

rity and rapidity of their motions, and the vaſt

extent of ſpace through which they move, are
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equally inconceivable ; and as far as they exceed

human comprehenſion , baffle his moſt daring am

bition , till , loft in the immenſity of the theme, he

finks into his primitive inſignificance.

By Geometry , then, we may curiouſly trace Na

ture, through her various windings, to her moſt

concealed receffes. By it, we may diſcover the

power, the wiſdom , and the goodneſs of the

grand Artificer of the univerſe, and view with

delight the proportions which connect this vaſt

machine. By it, we may diſcover how the planets

move in their different orbits, and demonſtrate

their various revolutions . By it , we may ac

count for the return of ſeaſons, and the variety of

ſcenes which each ſeaſon diſplays to the diſcerning

eye . Numberleſs worlds are around us , all framed

by the fame Divine Artiſt, which roll through the

vaſt expanfe, and are all conducted by the ſame

unerring laws of Nature.

A ſurvey of Nature, and the obſervation of her

beautiful proportions, firſt determined man to .

imitate the divine plan , and ſtudy ſymmetry and

order . This gave riſe to focieties, and birth to

every uſeful art. The architect began to deſign,

and the plans which he laid down , improved by

experience and time, produced works which have

been the admiration of every age .

The Third Section .

The Third Section of this Degree has recourſe

to the origin of the inſtitution , and views Mafonry

under two denominations, operative and fpecula

tive . Theſe are ſeparately confidered, and the
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principles on which both are founded, are particu

Jarly explained . Their affinity is pointed out, by

allegorical figures and typical repreſentations. Here

the riſe of our government, or diviſion into claffes ,

is examined ; the diſpoſition of our rulers, fu

preme and ſubordinate, is traced ; and reaſons are

aſſigned for the eſtabliſhment of ſeveral of our

preſent practices. The progreſs made in architec

ture, particularly in the reign of Solomon , is re.

marked ; the number of artiſts who were employed

. in building the temple of Jeruſalem , with their pri

vileges, are ſpecified ; the ftipulated period for re

warding merit is fixed, and the inimitable moral to

which that circumſtance alludes, is explained ; the

creation of the world is deſcribed, and many parti

culars are recited , which have been carefully pre

ferved amongMafons, and tranſmitted from one age

to another by oral tradition. In ſhort, this Section

contains a ſtore of valuable knowlege, founded on

reaſon and ſacred record , both entertaining and

inſtructive. The whole operates powerfully in

enforcing the veneration due to antiquity .

We can afford little aſſiſtance , by writing, to the

induſtrious Maſon in this Section , as it can only

be acquired by oral communication : for an expla

nation , however, of the connection between ope

rative and ſpeculative Maſonry, we refer him to

the Fourth Section of Book I. page 8 .

As many of the particulars in this Section have

a reference to the temple of Jeruſalem , we fhall

here infert the Invocation of Solomon at the Dea

dication of that edifice :
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INVOCATION.

And Solomon ſtood before the altar of the Lord ,

in the preſence of all the congregation of Iſrael,

and fpread forth his hands; ſaying,

O Lord God, there is no god like unto thee,

in heaven above, or in the earth beneath ; who

keepeſt covenant, and ſheweſt mercy, unto thy

ſervants ; who walk before thee, with all their

hearts.

Let thy Word be verified, which thou haſt

Spoken unto David, my father.

Let all the people of the earth know, that the

Lord is God ; and that there is none elſe.

Let all the people of the earth know thy Name ;
and fear thee.

" Let all the people of the earth know , that I

have built this houſe, and confecrated it to thy

Name.

But, will God indeed dwell upon the earth !

Behold the heaven, and heaven of heavens, cafte

not contain thee ; how much lefs this houfe, which

I have built !

Yet, have refpect unto my prayer, and to my

fupplication, and hearken unto my cry :

May thine eyes be open toward this houfe , by

day and by night ; even toward the place of which

thou haſt ſaid, My Namefall be there !

And when thy fervant, and thy people Ifrael,

ſhall pray toward this houſe, hearken to their fup

plication ; hear thou them in heaven , thy dwellinge

place ; and when thou heareſt, forgive !

And the Lord anſwered , and ſaid , I have hal

lowed the houſe which thou haſt built, to put my
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Name there for ever ; and mine eyes and mine

heart ſhall be there perpetually.

And all the people anſwered , and ſaid The

Lord is gracious, and his mercy endureth for ever.

The Fourth Section ,

The Fourth and laſt Section of this Degree is

no leſs replete with uſeful inſtruction. Circum

ſtances of great importance to the fraternity are

here particulariſed, and many traditional tenets

and cuſtoms confirmed by ſacred and profane re

cord. The celeſtial and terreſtrial globes are con

fidered with accuracy ; and here the accompliſhed

gentleman may diſplay his talents to advantage, in

the elucidation of the ſciences, which are claſſed in

a regular arrangement. The ſtimulus to prefer

ment, and the mode of rewarding merit, are pointed

out ; the marks of diſtinction which were confer

sed on our ancient brethren as the reward of ex

cellence, are explained ; and the duties, as well as

privileges, of the firſt branch of their male off.

ſpring, are defined . In ſhort, this Section contains

many curious obſervations on the validity of our

forms, and concludes with powerful incentives to

the practice of piety and virtue .

As the ſeven liberal arts and ſciences are illuf

trated in this Section , it may not be improper to

give a ſhort explanation of them.

Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of

words, according to the idiom or dialect of any

particular people ; and that excellency of pronun.

ciation, which enables us to ſpeak or write a lan
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guage with accuracy, agreeably to reaſon, and

correct uſage.

Rhetoric teaches us to ſpeak copiouſly and flu

ently on any ſubject, not merely with propriety,

but with all the advantages of force and elegance ;

wiſely contriving to captivate the hearer by

ſtrength of argument and beauty of expreſſions

whether it be to intreat or exhort, to admoniſh or

applaud .

Logic teaches us to guide our reaſon diſcretion

ally in the general knowlege of things, and direct

our inquiries after truth. It conſiſts of a regular

train of argument, whence we infer, deduce, and

conclude, according to certain premiſes laid down ,

admitted , or granted ; and in it are employed, the

faculties of conceiving, judging, reaſoning, and

diſpoſing ; which are naturally led on from one

gradation to another, till the point in queſtion is

finally determined.

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties

of numbers, which is varioully effected , by letters,

tables , figures, and inſtruments. By this art, rea

fons and demonſtrations are given, for finding out

any certain number, whoſe relation or affinity to

others is already known .

Geometry treats of the powers and properties

of magnitudes in general, where length, breadth ,

and thickneſs, are conſidered . By this ſcience , the

architect is enabled to conſtruct his plans ; the

general, to arrange his ſoldiers ; the engineer, to

mark out ground for encampments; the geographer,

to give us the dimenſions of the world ; to deline

ate the extent of ſeas, and ſpecify the diviſions of
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empires, kingdoms, and provinces ; and by it alſo

the aftroncmer is enabled to make his obſervations,

and fix the duration of times and ſeaſons, years and

cycles. In fine, Geometry is the foundation of ar

chitecture, and the root of the mathematics.

Muſic teaches the art of forming concords, ſo as

to compoſe delightful harmony, by a proportional

arrangement of acute, grave, and mixed founds.

This art, by a ſeries of experiments, is reduced to

a feience, with reſpect to tones, and the intervals

of found only. It inquires into the nature of con

cords and diſcords, and enables us to find out the

proportion between them by numbers.

Aſtronomy is that art by which we are taught

to read the wonderful works of the Almighty Creo

ator in thoſe facred pages the celeſtial hemiſphere.

Afifted byAſtronomy, we can obferve the motiong,

meaſurethe diſtances, comprehend the magnitudes ,

and calculate the periods and eclipſes, of the hea

venly bodies. By it, we learn the uſe of the

globes, the fyftem of the world, and the primary

law of nature . While we are employed in the

ftudy of this ſcience, we muſt perceive unparalleled

inſtances of wifitom and goodneſs, and, through the

whole of creation, trace the glorious Author by his

works.

The doctrine of the Spheres is included in the

fcience of Aſtronomy, and is particularly conſidered

in this ſection .

The globes are two artificial ſpherical bodies, on

the convex ſurface of which are repreſented the

countries , ſeas, and various parts of the earth ; the

face of the heavens, the planetary revolutions, and
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other important particulars. The ſphere with the

parts of the earth delineated on its ſurface, is

called the terreſtrial globe ; and that with the con

ſtellations, and other heavenly bodies, the celeſtial

globe. Their principal uſe, beſide ſerving as maps

to diſtinguiſh the outward parts of the earth , and

the fituation of the fixed ſtars, is to illuſtrate and

explain the phenomena ariſing from the annual

revolution , and the diurnal rotation , of the earth

round its own axis . They are the nobleft inftru

ments for giving the moft diſtinct idea of any

problem or propoſition , as well as for enabling us

to ſolve it. Contemplating theſe bodies, Maſons are

inſpired with a due reverence for the Deity and his

works, and are induced to apply with diligence

and attention to aſtronomy, geography, navigation,

and all the arts dependent on them by which ſociety

has been ſo much benefited .

Thus end the different Sections of the Second

Lecture, which , with the ceremony uſed at open

ing and cloſing the lodge , comprehend the whole

of the Second Degree of Maſonry. Beſide a com

plete theory of philoſophy and phyſics, this Lecture

contains a regular ſyſtem of ſcience, demonſtrated

on the cleareſt principles, and eſtabliſhed on the

firmeſt foundation .

SECT. V.

REMARKS on the THIRD LECTURE.

In treating with propriety on any ſubject, it is

neceſſary to obſerve a regular courſe. In the

former Degrees we have recapitulated the con
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tents of the ſeveral Sections, and ſhould willingly

have purſued the ſame plan in this Degree, did not

the variety of particulars of which it is compoſed ,

render it impoſſible to give an abſtract , without

violating the laws of the Order. It may be ſuſh .

cient to remark, that , in twelve Sections, of which

the Lecture conſiſts, every circumſtance that re

ſpects government and ſyſtem , antiext lore and

deep reſearch, curious invention and ingenious

diſcovery, is collected , and accurately traced, while

the mode of practiſing our rites on public as well as

on private occaſions, is ſatisfactorily explained .

Among the brethren of this Degree, the landmarks

of the Order are preſerved ; and from them is de

rived that fund of information, which expert and

ingenious craftſmen only can afford , whoſe judg

ment has been natured by years and experi

ence . To a complete knowlege of this Lecture,

few attain ; but it is an infallible truth , that he

who acquires by merit the mark of pre - eminence

to which this Degree entitles him, receives a reward

which amply compenſates for all his paſt diligence

and aſſiduity

From this claſs of the Order the rulers of the

Craft are ſelected ; as it is only from thoſe who

are capable of giving inſtru&ion , that we can pro

perly expect to receive it .

The Firſt Section .

The ceremony of initiation into the Third De

gree is particularly ſpecified in this branch of

the Lecture, and many uſeful inſtructions are

given .
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Such is the importance of this Section, that we

may ſafely aver , whoever is unacquainted with

it, is ill- qualified to act as a ruler or governor

of the work of Maſonry .

Prayer at Initiation into the Third Degree.

O Lord, direct us to know and ferve thec

aright ! profper our laudable undertakings ! and

grant that, as we increaſe in knowlege, we may

improve in virtue, and ſtill farther promote thy

honour and glory ! Amen .

Charge at Initiation into the Third Degree.

BROTHER,

Your zeal for the inſtitution of Free -maſonry,

the progreſs which you have made in the art, and

your conformity to all the general regulations,

have pointed you out as a proper object of our

favour and eſteem .

In the character of a Maſter -maſon , you are

henceforth authoriſed to correct the errors and

irregularities of your brethren and fellows, and

guard them againſt a breach of fidelity. To im

prove the morals and manners of men in ſociety,

muſt be your conſtant care ; with this view, there

fore , you are to recommend to your inferiors,

obedience and ſubmiſſion ; to your equals , cour

tefy and affability ; to your ſuperiors, kindneſs

and condeſcenſion . Univerſal benevolence you are

always to inculcate ; and , by the regularity of your

behaviour, afford the beſt example for the conduct

of others. The ancient landmarks of the Order,
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which are now intruſted to yourcare, you are to pre

ſerve ſacred and inviolable ; and never ſuffer, by an

infringement of our rites, a deviation from eſta

bliched uſage and cuſtom .

Duty, honour, and gratitude, now bind you to

be faithful to every truſt ; to ſupport with be

coming dignity your new charader ; and to en

force, by example and precept, the tenets of our

ſyſtem . Let no motive, therefore , make you ſwerve

from your duty, violate your vows, or betray your

truſt ; but be true and faithful, and imitate the

example of that celebrated artiſt whom you have

once repreſented. Thus your exemplary conduct

will convince the world , that merit has been the title

to our privileges ; and that, on you, our favours are

not undeſervedly beſtowed.

The Second Section ,

The Second Section is an introduction to the

proceedings of a Chapter of Mafter-maſons, and

illuſtrates ſeveral points which are well-known to

experienced craftſmen . It inveſtigates, in the ce

remony of opening the Chapter, the moſt important

circumſtances in the two preceding Degrees.

The Third Section .

The Third Section commences the hiſtorical

traditions of the Order ; which are chiefly collected

from facred record, and other authentic documents.

The Fourth Section .

The Fourth Section farther illuſtrates the hiſto

rical traditions of the Order; and preſents to view
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a finiſhed picture of the utmoſt conſequence to

the fraternity

The Fifth Section .

The Fifth Section continues the explanation of

the hiſtorical traditions of the Order.

The Sixth Section .

The Sixth Section concludes the hiſtorical tra

ditions of the Order .

The Seventh Section .

The Seventh Section illuſtrates the hierogly

phical emblems reſtricted to the Third Degree,

and inculcates many uſeful leſſons, in order to

extend knowlege, and promote virtue.

This Section is indiſpenſably neceſſary to be

underſtood by every Maſter of the lodge.

The Eighth Section .

The Eighth Section treats of the government

of the ſociety, and the diſpoſition of our rulers,

ſupreme and ſubordinate. It is therefore generally

rehearſed at inſtallations.

The Ninth Section *

The Ninth Section recites the qualifications of

our rulers, and illuſtrates the ceremony of in

ftallation , in the Grand Lodge, as well as in private

afſemblies of Mafons.

For many particulars to which this and the two following Sec

tions relate, ſee the Ceremonies of Conſtitution, Conſecration, In :

flallation , &c, annexed to theſe Remarks.

E
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The Tenth Section .

The Tenth Section comprehends the ceremo

nies of conſtitution and confecration , with a variety

of particulars explanatory of thoſe ceremonies .

The Eleventh Section .

The Eleventh Section illuſtrates the ceremonies

uſed at laying the foundation ſtones of churches,

chapels , palaces , hoſpitals, &c . alſo the ceremonies

obferved at the Dedication of the Lodge, and at

the Interment of Maſter Maſons .

The Twelfth Section .

The Twelfth Section contains a recapitulation

of the eſſential points of the Lectures in all the

Degrees , and corroborates the whole by infallible

teſtimony.

Having thus given a general fummary of the

Lectures reſtricted to the different Degrees of

Maſonry, and made ſuch remarks on each Degree,

as tend to illuſtrate the ſubjects treated , little

farther can be wanted to encourage the zealous

Maſon to perſevere in his reſearches. He who

has traced the Art in a regular progreſs, from

the conimencement of the Firſt to the concluſion

of the Third Degree, according to the plan here

laid down , will have amafled an ample ſtore of

uſeful learning ; he will reflect with pleaſure on

the good effects of his paft diligence and attention ,

and by applying the whole to the general advantage

of ſociety, will ſecure to himſelf the veneration of

Mafons, and the approbation of all good men.,
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SECT. VI.

Ofthe Ancient Ceremonies of the Order .

We hall now proceed to illuſtrate the Ancient

Ceremonies of the Order, particularly thoſe ob- '

ſerved at the Conſtitution and Conſecration of the

Lodge, and the Inſtaliation of Officers, with the

uſual Charges delivered on thoſe occaſions. We

ſhall likewiſe annex an explanation of the Cere

monies uſed at laying the Foundation Stones of

PublicStructures, at the Dedication of Public Halls,

and at Funerals ; and cloſe this part of the treatiſe

with the Funeral Service.

The Manner of conftitutinig a Lodge, including the

Ceremony of Confecration, & c.

Any number of Maſter-mafons, not under

ſeven , reſolved to form a New Lodge , muſt apply,

by pétition *, to the Grand Maſter ; fetting forth,

" That they are regular † maſons, and are at pre

The mode of applying by petition to the Grand Malter for a

waisant to meet as a regular lodge, commenced only in the yeas

1718 ; previous 10 that time lodges were empowered , by inherent

privileges velted in the fraternity at large, to meet and act occaſion

ally under the disection of fome able architect ; and the proceedings

of thoſe mee:ings being approved by the majority of the brei bien con

vered at another lodge atfembled in the lime diſtrict, were deen ed

conftitutional. By ſuch an inherent au : hority the Lodge of Anti .

quiry in London now acts, having no warrant from any Grand Lodge,

but an authority traced from time immemorial, which has been lung

and univerſally admitted and acknowledged by the whole fraternity

throughout the world, and which no warrant or other inſtrument of

any particular maſonic juriſdiction can poffibly ſuperſede.

+ By regular Malons is to be understood perſons initiated in :o Maa

ſonry in a regular lodge , agreeably to the Constitutions of the Orders

£ 2
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at

• ſent, or have been, members of a regular lodge * :

• That, having the proſperity of the fraternity at

heart , they are willing to exert their beſt en

• deavours to promote and diffuſe the genuine

• principles of Maſonry : That for the conveniency

• of their reſpective dwellings , and other good:

reaſons, they have agreed to form a New Lodge,

6. to be named : That, in conſequence

• of this reſolution, they pray for a warrant of

o conſtitution , to empower them to aſſemble as a

• regular lodge , on the of every month ,

; and then and there to diſ

• charge the duties of Maſonry in a regular and

• conſtitutional manner, according to the original

« forms of the Order, and the laws of the Grand

• Lodge : That they have nominated and do re

< commend . A. B. to be the Firſt Maſter, and

« C. D. to be the firſt Senior Warden , and E. F.

« to be the firſt Junior Warden, of the ſaid Lodge :

* That, the prayer of the petition being granted,

< they promiſe ſtrict conformity to every regular

« edict and command of the Grand Maſter, and

" to all the conſtitutional laws and regulations of

• the Grand Lodge.'

This petition , being figned by at leaſt ſeven

regular Maſons, and recommended by the Maſters

of three regular lodges adjacent to the place where

the New Lodge is to be held, is delivered to the

Grand Secretary ; who, on preſenting it to the

Grand Maſter, or in his abſence to the Deputy,

and its being approved, is ordered to grant a diſ

A Lodge regularly conſtituted , or legally warranted by the Grand

Lodge to act.
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penſation , authoriſing the brethren ſpecified in the

petition to aſſemble as Maſons for forty days, and

until ſuch time as a conſtitution can be obtained

by command of the Grand Lodge, or that autho

rity be recalled .

In confequence of this diſpenſation, the lodge is -

held at the place ſpecified ; and its tranſactions

being properly recorded, are valid for the time

being, provided they are afterwards approved by

the brethren convened at the time of Conſtitution .

When the Grand Lodge has fignified its appro

bation of the New Lodge, and the Grand Maſter

is thoroughly fatisfied of the truth of the allega

tions ſet forth in the petition , he appoints a day

and hour for conſtituting (and conſecrating * ) the

New Lodge ; and for inſtalling the Maſter, War

dens, and Officers.

If the Grand Maſter in perſon attend the cere

mony, the lodge is ſaid to be conſtituted IN AMPLE

FORM ; if the Deputy Grand Maſter acts as Grand

Maſter, it is ſaid to be conſtituted IN DUE FORM1

and if the power of performing the ceremony be

veſted in the Maſter of a private Lodge, it is faid

to be conſtituted IN FORM .

Ceremony of Conſtitution.

On the day and , hour appointed, the Grand

Maſter and his Officers, or the Maſter and Offi

cers of any private lodge authoriſed by the Grand

Maſter for that' purpoſe, meet in a convenient

room ; and , when properly clothed, walk in pro

* This is too frequently omitted ,

E 3
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cellion to the lodge -room , where the uſual cere

monies being obſerved , the lodge is opened by

the Grand Maſter, or Maſter in the Chair, in all

the Degrees of Maſonry. After a ſhort prayer , an

ode in honour of Maſonry is fung. The Grand

Mafter, or Maſter in the Chair, is then informed

by the Grand Secretary , or his locum tenens, “ That

• the brethren then preſent (naming them ], being

• duly inſtructed in the myſteries of the Art,

• deſire to be formed into a New Lodge, under

the Grand Maſter's patronage ; that a difpenfa

• tion has been granted to them for the purpoſe ,

i and that by virtue of this authority they had

affembled as regular Mafons, and had duly re

• corded their tranſactions. The petition is read ,

as is alſo the diſpenſation , and the warrant or

charter of conſtitution which had been granted in

conſequence of it . The minutes of the New

Lodge while under diſpenſation are next read , and

being approved, are declared to be regular, valid ,

and conſtitutional . The Grand Maſter, or Maſter

in the Chair, then takes the warrant in his hand,

and requeſts the brethren of the New Lodge, pub...

licly to ſignify their approbation or diſapprobation

of the Officers who are nominated in the warrant

to preſide over them . This being ſignified accord

ingly, an anthem is fung , and an oration on the

nature and deſign of 'Maſonry is delivered .

The ceremony of Conſecration ſucceeds.,
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Ceremony of Confecration * .

The Grand Maſter and his Officers, accompanied

by ſome dignified Clergyman , having taken their

Itations , and the lodge , which is placed in the

centre , being covered with white fatin , the cere

niony of Conſecration commences. All devoutly

kneel , and the preparatory prayer is rehearſed. The

chaplain, or orator, produces his authority t, and

being properly alliſted , proceeds to conſecrate 5.

Solemn muſic is introduced, while the neceſſary

preparations are making. The lodge is then un

covered, and the firſt clauſe of the confecration

prayer rehearſed, all devoutly kneeling . The

reſponſe is made, GLORY TO GOD ON HIGH . In

cenſe is ſcattered over the lodge, and the grand

honours are given. The Invocation is then pro

nounced, with the honours ; after which the con

fecration prayer is concluded, and the reſponſe

repeated as before, together with the honours.

The lodge is again covered , and all the brethren

riſing up , folemn muſic is reſumed, after which a

bleſſing is given , and the reſponſe made as before,

accompanied with the honours. An anthem is

then ſung, and the brethren of the New Lodge

having advanced according to rank, and offered ho

mage to the Grand Maſter, the confecration ends.

The above ceremony being finiſhed , the Grand

Maſter advances to the pedeſtal, and conſtitutes

the New Lodge in the following form :

# This is never to be uſed but when ſpecially ordered.

+ The constitution roll .

I Corn , wine, and oil , are the elements of conſecration .

E4
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In the exalted character of Grand Maſter , to

" which the fuffrages of my brethren have raiſed

me, I invoke the Name of the Most High, to

' whom be glory and honour ! May he be with

you at your beginning, ſtrengthen you in the

• principles of our royal Art, proſper you with all

• ſucceſs, and direct your zealous efforts to the

good of the Craft ! By the divine aid , I con

flitute and form you, mygood brethren , maſters

and fellows, into a Lodge of Free and Accepted

Maſons; and henceforth empower you to act as

a regular lodge, in conformity to the rites of

our venerable Order, and the charges of our

' ancient fraternity. May God be with you ! "
Amen.

Flouriſh with drums and trumpets.

The grand honours are then given ; and the

ceremony of Inſtallation ſucceeds.

Ceremony of Inſtallation .

The Grand Maſter * aſks his Deputy, Whe

( ther he has examined the Maſter nominated in

the warrant, and finds him well - Ikilled in the

noble ſcience and the royal Art ?' The Deputy

anſwering in the affirmative t, by the Grand Maf

ter's order, takes the candidate from among his

fellows , and preſents him at the pedeſtal; ſaying,

Moſt worſhipful Grand Maſter, [or right.wor.

ſhipful, as it happens,] I preſent my worthy

* In this , and fimilar inſtances, where the Grand Maſter is ſpeci

fied as acting, may be underſtood any Maſter of the lodge who per
forms the ceremony.

† A private examination is underſtood to precede the inſtallation

of every Officer.
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« brother A. B. to be inſtalled Maſter of this New

• Lodge. I find him to be of good morals, and

' of great ſkill, true and truſty ; and as he is a

• lover of the whole fraternity, whereſoever diſ

perſed over the face of the earth , I doubt not

• that he will diſcharge his duty with fidelity.'

The Grand Maſter then orders a ſummary of

the ancient charges * to be read by the Grand

Secretary (or acting Secretary] to the Maſter

elect .

* As the curious reader may with to know the ancient charges that

were uſed on this occafion , we ſhall here inſert them verbatim , as they

are contained in a MS . in poffeffion of the Lodge of Antiquity in

London, written in the reign of James the Second.

* * * * And furthermore, at diverſe aſſemblies, have been

put and ordained diverſe crafties by the beít adviſe of magiſtrates and

• fellows. Tunc unus ex fenioribus tenet librum , et illi ponent manum :

Juam ſuper librum .

• Every man that is a Maſon take good heed to theſe charges ( uee

pray ) , that if any man find himſelfe guilty of any of theſe charges,

• that he may amend himfelfe; or principally for dread of God, you :

* that be charged, take good heed that you keepe all theſe charges

• well , for it is a great evill for a man to forfwear himſelfe upon a book .

• The firſt charge is, That yee ſhall be true men to God and the

holy church, and to uſe no error or herefie by your underſtanding

apd by wiſe men's teaching. AllO,.'

. Secondly , That yee ſhall be true liege men to the King of Eng .

• land , without treaſon or any falſhood, and that yee know no treaa

• ſon or treachery ,,but yee ſhall give knowledge thereof to the King,

or to his counſell ; all fo yee ſhall be true one to another, ( that is to

• ſay ) every Mafon of the craft that is Maſon allowed , yee ſhall doe to

• him as yee would be done unto yourſelfe.

• Thirdly, And yee ſhall keepe truely all the counſell that ought

to be kept in the way of Maſonhood , and all the counſell of the

• lodge or of the chamber. Allín , that yee ſhall be no thiefe nor :

• thieves to your knowledge free : that yee ſhall be true to the king ,

• lord , or maſter that yee ferve, and truely to ſee and worke- for his

" advantage.

• Fourthly , Yee ſhall call all -Malons- your fellows, or your bre :

* - thren , and no other names.

ES
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« I. You agree to be a good man and true, and

ſtrictly to obey the moral law .

• Fifthly, Yee ſhall not take your fellow's wife in villany, nor de

• flower his daughter or ſervant, nor put him to no diſworſhip .

Sixthly , You thall truely pay for your meator drinke wherefoever

yee goe, to table or bord . Allſe , yee ſhall doe no villany there,

• whereby the craft or ſcience may be Nandered .

• Theſe be the charges general to every true Maſon , both maſters

4 and fellows. '

• Now will I rehearſe other charges Single for Malons allowed or

• accepted .

• Firft, That no Mafon take on him no lord's worke, nor any other

• man's, unleſs he know himſelfe well able to perform the worke, ſo

« that the craft have no Nander.

• Secondly , Alllı , that no maſter take worke but that he iake rea .

• fonable pay for itt ; ſo that the lord may be truely ſerved , and the

" mafier to live honeſtly , and to pay his fellows truely . And that no

• maſter or fellow ſupplani ochers of ibeir worke ; ( that is to ſay ) that

• if he hath taken a worke, or elſe ſtand maſter of any worke, that

• he ſhall not put him out, unleſs he be unable of cunning to make

o an end of his worke. And no maſter nor fellow ſhall take no ap

• printice for leſs than ſeaven years. . And that the apprintice be free

• burn, and of limbs whole as a man ought to be, and no baſtard .

• And that no maſter or fellow take no allowance to be made Maſon

• without the affent of his fellows, at the leaſt fix or ſeaven .

• Thirdly , That he that te made be able in all degrees ; that is,

• free - born , of a good kindred , true, and no bondſman , and that he

« have his right limbs as a man ought to have.

• Fourthly , That a mifter take no afprintice without he bave

• occupation to occupy two or three fellows at the leaſt .

• Fifthly , That 1: o maſter or fellow put away any lord's worke to

• take that ought to be journey- worke.

Sixthly , That every maſter give pay to his fellows and ſervants

as they may deſerve, ſoe that he be not defamed with falſe worke .

ring. And that none Nander another behind his backe, to make

« him looſe his good ra vie,

• Seaventhly, That no fe.low in the houſe or abroad anſwear an

* other ungodly or reproveablely without a cauſe.

• Eighchly , That every maſter- maſon doe reverence his elder ; and

" that a maſon be no common plaier at the cards, dice, or hazard ,

• por at any other unlawfull plaies , through the which the ſcience

a and craft may be diſhonoured and landered,

6
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II . You agree to be a peaceable ſubject, and

cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country

c in which
you

refide.

• III. You promiſe, not to be concerned in

plots or confpiracies againſt government, but

patiently to ſubmit to the deciGons of the ſupreme

• legiſlature.

• IV . You agree to pay a proper reſpect to the

civil magiſtrate, to work diligently, live credit

ably, and act honourably by all men .

+

• Ninthly, That no fellow goe into the town by night, except he

• have a fellow with him , who may bear him record that he was in

( an honest place.

• Tenthly, That every maſter and fellow ſhall come to the aſſem .

« blie , if itt be within fifiy miles of him , if he have any warring.

. And if he have treſpaſſed againſt the craft, to abide the award of

• masters and fellows.

• Eleventhly, That every maſter-maſon and felow that hath trer .

• paſſed againſt the craft fhall itand to the correction of other maſters

• and fellows to make him accord ; and if they cannot accord , to go

6 to the common law .

" Twelvethly , That a malter or fellow make not a mould - Itune,

• Square, nor rule , to po lowen , nor let no lowen worke within their

" Jodge, nor without, to mould ſtone.

« Thirteenthly, That every Maſon receive and cheriſh ftrange fele

" lows when they come over the countrie, and let them on worke if

• they will worke, 'as the manner is ; that is to ſay, if the Maton

• have any mould - ſtone in his pluce, he hall give him a mould - ſtone,

• and lete him on worke ; and ifhe have none, the Maſon ihall reiseth ,

• him with money unto the next louge .

• Fourteenthly , That every Maſon Thall truly ſerve his miester

• for his pay .

• Fifteenthly, That every mater ſhall truely make an end of his

• worke, taſke or journey, whítherſoe it be.

" Theſe be all the charges and covenants that ought to be rend at

6. the intiallment of maſter, or making of a Free -maſon or Free

• maſons. The almighty God of Jacob, who ever have you and mi

• in his keeping , bleſs us now and ever . Amen .'

E6
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V. You agree to hold in veneration the ori

ginal rulers and patrons of the Order of Maſonry ,

" and their regular ſucceſſors, fupreme and ſub

ordinate , according to their ſtations ; and to

< ſubmit to the awards and reſolutions of
your

• brethren in general chapter convened , in every

( caſe conſiſtent with the conſtitutions of the

• Order.

• VI. You agree to avoid private piques and

quarrels, and to guard againſt intemperance and

« exceſs.

• VII . You agree to be cautious in carriage and

• behaviour, courteous to your brethren , and faith

• ful to your lodge .

« VIII. You promiſe to reſpect genuine bre

• thren, and to diſcountenance impoſtors, and all

• diflenters from the original plan of Maſonry.

• IX. You agree to promote the general good

of ſociety, to cultivate the ſocial yirtues, and to

propagate the knowlege of the Art . '

On the Maſter Elect ſignifying his affent to

theſe Charges, the Secretary proceeds to read the

following regulations :

1. You admit that it is not in the power of

any man , or body of men , to make innovation

in the body of Maſonry.

? II . You promiſe to pay homage to the Grand

« Maſter for the time being, and to his Officers,

( when duly inſtalled ; and ſtrictly to conform to

• every edi &t of the Grand Lodge, or General

Affembly of Maſons, that is not ſubverſive of

• the principles and groundwork of Maſonry.
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III . You promiſe a regular attendance on the

committees and communications of the Grand

• Lodge, on receiving proper notice ; and to pay

« attention to all the duties of Maſonry, on cone

( venient occaſions.

« IV. You admit that no nev lodge can be

« formed without permiſion of the Grand Maſter

• or his Deputy ; and that no countenance is to

• be given to any irregular lodge, or to any perſon

clandeſtinely initiated therein , being contrary to

• the ancient charges of the Order .

« V. You admit that no perſon can be regularly

( made a Mafon in, or admitted member of, a

• regular lodge, without previous notice, and due

. inquiry into bis character,

VI . You agree that no viſitors ſhall be received

• into your lodge without due examination, and

• producing proper vouchers of their regular ini .

• tiation .

• Theſe are the regulations of the Grand Lodge

• of Free and Accepted Maſons.'

The Grand Maſter then addreſſes the Maſter

Elect in the following manner : Do you ſubmit

to thoſe Charges , and promiſe to ſupport thoſe

Regulations, as Maſters have done in all ages

o before you ?"

Having ſignified his cordial ſubmiſſion, the Grand

Maſter thus falutes him :

• Brother A. B., in conſequence of your cheer

• ful conformity to the Charges and Regulations

• of the Order, I approve of you as Maſter of

• this New Lodge, not doubting of your care,

• ſkill, and capacity .'
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The new Maſter is then conducted to an adja

cent room, where he is regularly inſtalled , and

bound to his truſt in antient form , by his prede

ceſſor in office, in the preſence of three inſtalled

Maſters.

On his return to the Lodge, the New Maſter

is conducted by the [Grand] Stewards to the left

hand of the Grand Maſter, when he is inveſted

with the badge of his office, and the warrant of

conſtitution is delivered over to him in form ;

after which , the Sacred Law, with the ſquare and

compaſſes, the conſtitutions, the minute book, the

rule and line , the trowel , the chiſel, the mallet ,

the moveable and immoveable jewels, and all the

infignia of his different Officers, are ſeparately

preſented to him, with ſuitable charges to each*.

* The ſame ceremony and charges attend every ſucceeding in

tallation .

For the accommodation of brethren , whoſe diſtance from the metro

polis may deprive ibem of gaining the neceffary inſtruction in this im

portant rite , we ſhall here inſert a few moral obſervations on the ir

ſtruments of Maſonry, uſually preferited to the Maſter of a lodge at

inſtallation .

The various implements of the profeſſion are emblematical of our

conduct in life, and , upon this occaſion , careully enumerated.

“ The Rule directs , that we ſhould punctually obſerve our duty ;

preſs forward in the path of virtue , and neither inclining to the right,

nor to the left, in all our actions have eternity in view .

66 The Line teaches, the criterion of moral rectitude, to avoid dir

fimulation in converfation and action , and to direct our ſteps to the

path which leads to immortaliey.

“ The Trowel teaches, that nothing can be united without proper

cement, and that the perfe tion of a building muſt depend on the

ſuitable difpofition of that cement ; ro Charity, the bond of perfec

cion and ſocial ovion, must link ſeparate minds and ſeparate intereſts ;

that, like the radii of a circle which extend from the centre to every:

part of the circumference, the principle of univerſal benevolence may

be diffuſed to every member of the community.
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He is then chaired amidſt the acclamations of the

brethren, after which he returns his becoming

acknowledgments to the Grand Maſter, and all

the acting Officers in order. The members of

the New Lodge then advance in proceſſion, pay

him due homage, and fignify their ſubjection and

« The Chiſel demonſtrates, the advantages of diſcipline and edu.

cation . The mind, like the diamond , in its original ſtate, is unpo

lished ; but as the effects of the chiſel on the external coat, ſoon

preſents to view the laient beauties of the diamond ; fo education ,

diſcovers the latent virtues of the mind , and draws them forth to

range the large field of matter and ſpace, to eiſplay the ſummit of

human knowlege, our duty to God, and to man .

“ The Plumb admoniſhes, to walk upright in our ſtation , to hold ,

the ſcale of juſtice in equal poiſe, to obſerve the juſt medium between

intemperance and pleaſure, and to make our paſſions and prejudices

coincide with the line of our duty.

« The Level demonſtrates, that we are deſcended from the fame

ſock, partake of the fame nature , and ſhare the ſame hope ; and

though diſtinctions among men are neceſſary to preſerve ſubordina

tion , yet that no eminence of Itation ſhould make us forget that we

are brechren , and that he who is placed on the loweſt ſpoke of for .

tune's wheel, may be entitled to our regard ; becauſe a time will come,

and the wileſt knows not how foon , when all diſtinctions, but that of

goodneſs, ſhall ceaſe ; and death , the grand leveller of human great

neſs, reduce us to the ſame ſtate .

“ The Square teaches , to regulate our actions by rule and line,

and to harmoniſe our conduct by the principles of morality and virtue.

“ The Compaſſes teach , to limit our duty in every ſtation , that,

riſing to eminence by rerit, we may live reſpected, and die regretted . "

“ The Mallet teaches, to lop off excreſences, and ſmooth ſurfaces ;

or, in other words, to correct irregularities , and reduce man to a pro.

per level ; ſo that , by quiet deportment, he may , in the ſchool of

diſcipline, learn to be content, What the Mallet is to the workman,

enlightened reaſon is to the paſſions ; it curbs ambition , it depreffes

envy , it moderates anger,and it encourages good diſpoſitions; whence

arife that comely order,

Wbicb norbing eartbly gives , or can deffroy,

The foul's calm ſunſhine, and tbe heart-feltjoy."
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1

obedience by the uſual ſalutations in the different

Degrees.

This ceremony being concluded , the New Maf

ter enters immediately upon the duties of his

office ; by appointing his Wardens, who are con

ducted to the pedeſtal, preſented to the Grand

Maſter, and inſtalled * by the Grand Wardens ;

after which the New Mafter + proceeds to inveſt

them with the badges of their office in the fol

lowing manner :

• Brother C. D. I appoint you Senior Warden

of the Lodge ; and inveſt you with the enfign

of your office f . Your regular attendance on

our ſtated meetings is effentially neceſſary ; as in

you are to govern the lodge, and in

my prefence to aſſiſt me in the government of it.

• I firmly rely on your knowlege of the Art, and

« attachment to the lodge , for the faithful dif

charge of the duties of this important truſt .'

• Brother E. F. Į appoint you Junior Warden

of the lodge ; and inveſt you with the badge of

your office I To you I entruſt the examination

• of viſitors , and the introduction of candidates .

Your regular and punctual attendance is par

ticularly requeſted ; and I have no doubt that

6

my abſence

* The Maſter and Wardens are inſtalled as the repreſentatives of

all the Maſter Maſons who are abſent.

+ When the Grand Maſter and his Officers attend to conſtitute a

new Lodge, the D. G. M. 'uſually inveſts the New Mafter, the

Grand Wardens inveft the New Wardens, the Grand Treaſurer and

Grand Secretary inveft the Treaſurer and Secretary , and the Grands

Stewards the Stewards.

| Here ſpecify its moral excellence,
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you will faithfully execute the duty which you

owe to your preſent appointment.'

The New Maſter then addreffes the Wardens

together :

• Brother Wardens, you are too expert in the

• principles of Maſonry, to require more inform

ration in the duties of your reſpective offices :

' ſuffice it to mention, that what you have ſeen

• praiſe-worthy in others, it is expected you will

carefully imitate ; and what in them may have

appeared defective, you will in yourſelves amend .

• Good order and regularity you muſt endeavour

' to promote ; and, by a due regard to the laws

. in your own conduct, enforce obcdience to them

« from the other members.'

The Wardens retire to their ſeats, and the

Treaſurer * is inveſted . The Secretary is then

called to the pedeſtal, and inveſted with the jewel

of his office ; upon which the New Maſter ad

dreffes him :

• I appoint you , Brother G. H. , Secretary of

• the lodge. It is your province to record the

6 minutes , ſettle the accounts, and iſſue out the .

• ſummons for our regular meetings . Your good

• inclinations to Maſonry and the lodge, will , no

• doubt, induce you to diſcharge your office with

• fidelity , and by ſo doing, you will merit the

eſteem and applauſe of your brethren.'

* This officer is not appointed by the Maſter, but elected by the

lodge.
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The Deacons * are then named , and inveſted ,

upon which the New Maſter addreſſes them as

follows :

• Brothers I. K. and L. M. I appoint you Dea-.

cons of the lodge . It is your province to attend

on the Maſter, and to alliit the Wardens in the

6 active duties of the lodge ; ſuch as in the recep

• tion of candidates into the different Degrees , and

in the immediate practice of our rites. Thoſe

• columns, the badges of your office, I entruſt to

your care, not doubting your vigilance and at

« tention .'

The Stewards + are next called up, and inveſted ;

upon which the following charge is delivered to

them by the New Maſter :

• Brothers N.O. and P. Q. I appoint you Stew

ards of the lodge . The duties of your office

i are , to introduce viſitors, and ſee that they are

properly accommodated ; to collect ſubſcriptions

• and other fees, and keep an exact account of

• the lodge expences. Your regular and early

& attendance will afford the belt proof of your

( zeal and attachment.'

The Maſter then appoints the Tyler, and de .

livers over to him the inſtrument of his office,

with a ſhort charge on the occaſion ; after which

he addreffes the members of the lodge at large, as

follows :

* The Deacons are the a & ing Deputies of the Wardens, and

Repreſentatives of all the abſent Craftſmen .

f The Stewards are affiftants to the Deacons , Repreſentatives

of all the abſent Entered Apprentices.
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• BRETHREN ,

Such is the nature of our conſtitution , that

as ſome muſt of neceſſity rule' and teach, ſo

• others muſt of courſe learn to ſubmit and obey.

• Humility in both , is an eſſential duty. The

• brethren whom I have appointed to aſiſt me in

' the government of the lodge, are too well ac

quainted with the principles of Maſonry, and

' the rules of good manners , to extend the power

« with which they are entruſted ; and you are too

s ſenſible of the propriety of their appointment,

• and of too generous diſpoſitions, to envy their

• preferment. From the knowlege I have of both

• officers and members, I truſt we ſhall have but

one aim , to pleaſe each other, and unite in the

grand deſign of communicating happineſs.'

The Grand Maſter then gives the Brethren joy

of their Officers, recommends harmony, and ex.

preſſes a wiſh that the only contention in the lodge

may be , a generous emulation to vie in cultivating

the royal Art, and the moral virtues . The New

Lodge join in the general ſalute, and the newly

inſtalled Maſter returns thanks for the honour of

the conſtitution .

The Grand Secretary then proclaims the New

Lodge three times, with the honours of Maſonry ;

flouriſh with horns each time : after which the

Grand Maſter orders the lodge to be regiſtered in

the Grand Lodge books, and the Grand Secretary

to notify the ſame to the regular lodges.

A ſong with a chorus, accompanied by the

muſic, concludes the ceremony of conſtitution ,

* Many anthems and ſongs uſed on this and other occaſions, are

inſerted at the end of the volume.
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and the lodge is cloſed with the uſual folemnities

in the different Degrees, by the Grand Maſter and

his Officers ; after which the proceſſion is reſumed

to the apartment whence it fet out .

This is the uſual ceremony at the Conſtitution

of a New Lodge, which the Grand Maſter may

abridge or extend at pleaſure ; but the material

points are on no account to be omitted .

The Ceremony obſerved at laying the Foundation Stones

of Public Structures.

This ceremony is conducted by the Grand

Maſter and his Officers, affifted by the Members

of the Grand Lodge. No private member, or

inferior officer of any private lodge, is admitted

to join in the ceremony. Provincial Grand Mal

ters are authoriſed to execute this truſt in their

ſeveral provinces, when accompanied by their Of

ficers, and the Maſters and Wardens of the regular

lodges under their juriſdi& ion. The Chief Ma

giſtrate, and other civil officers of the place where

the building is to be erected, are generally invited

to attend on the occaſion. The ceremony is thus

conducted :

At the time. appointed , the Grand Lodge is con

vened at fome convenient place approved by the

Grand Maſter. A band of martial muſic is pro

vided, and the brethren appear in the inſignia of

the Order, elegantly dreſſed, with white gloves

and aprons . The lodge is opened by the Grand

Maſter, and the rules for regulating the proceſſion

to and from the place where the ceremony is to be
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performed, are read by the Grand Secretary. The

neceſſary cautions are -then given from the chair,

and the lodge is adjourned ; after which the pro

cellion ſets out in the following order :

Two Tylers, with drawn ſwords;

Muſic ;

Members of the Grand Lodge, two and two ;

A Tyler, in his'uniform ;

Paft Grand Stewards ;

Grand Tyler ;

Preſent Grand Stewards, with white rods;

Secretary of the Stewards' Lodge ;

Wardens of the Stewards' Lodge ;

MASTER of the Stewards' Lodge ;

Choiristers ;

Architect;

Swordbearer, with the ſword of ſtate ;

Grand Secretary , with his bag ;

Grand Treaſurer, with his ſtaff ;

The Bible *, Square, and Compaſſes, on a crimſon velvet

cuſhion , carried by the Matter of a Lodge, ſupported

by two Stewards with white rods

Grand Chaplain ;

Provincial Grand Maſters ;

Paſt Grand Wardens ;

Paſt Deputy Grand Maſters;

Paſt Grand Maſters ;

Chief Magiſtrate of the place ;

Grand Wardens ;

Deputy Grand Mafter ;

The Conſtitutions carried by the Mailer of the oldeſt Lodge ti

GRAND MASTER.

Two Stewards cloſe the proceſſion .

* When the Bible is mentioned , it applies to whatever is conſidered

to be the law of God,

+ In alluſion to the Conſtitutions of the Order being originally

veſted in that Officer ; who , in caſe of the reſignation , or death , of

the Grand Matter, is conſidered for the time being as the acting

Governor and Director of the fraternity .
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A triumphal arch is uſually erected at the place

where the ceremony is to be performed, with proper

fcaffolding for the reception of the brethren . The

proceſſion paſſes through the arch , and the brethren

repair to their ſtands, while the Grand Maſter and

his Officers take their places on a temporary plat

form, covered with carpet. An ode on Maſonry

is ſung. The Grand Maſter commands ſilence,

and the neceſſary preparations are made for laying

the Stone , on which are engraved the year of our

Lord and of Maſonry, the name of the reigning

Sovereign, and the name, titles, &c . of the Grand

Maſter. The Stone is raiſed up, by an engine

erected for that purpoſe, and the Grand Chaplain

or Orator repeats a ſhort
prayer.

The Grand

Treaſurer then , by the Grand Maſter's command,

places under the Stone various forts of coin and

medals of the preſent reign . Solemn muſic is in

troduced, an anthem ſung, and the Stone let down

into its place , and properly fixed ; upon which the

Grand Maſter deſcends to the Stone, and gives

three knocks with his mallet , amidſt the acclama

tions of the spectators. The Grand Maſter then

delivers over to the Architect the various imple

ments of architecture, intruſting him with the

fuperintendance and dire& tion of the work ; after

which he reaſcends the platform , and an oration

ſuitable tothe occaſion is delivered . A voluntary,

ſubſcription is made for the workmen, and the

fum collected is placed upon the Stone by the

Grand Treaſurer. A ſong in honour of Maſonry

concludes the ceremony, after which the proceſſion

3
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returns to the place whence it ſet out, and the

lodge is cloſed by the Grand Wardens.

The Ceremony obſerved at the Dedication of Mafons'

Halls.

On the day appointed for the celebration of the

ceremony of Dedication , the Grand Maſter and

his Officers, accompanied by all the Brethren who

are Members of the Grand Lodge , meet in a con

venient room adjoining to the place where the ce.

remony is to be performed , and the Grand Lodge

is opened in ample form in all the Degrees. The

order of proceſſion is read by the Grand Secretary,

and a general charge reſpecting propriety of be

haviour given by the Deputy Grand Maſter. The

lodge is then adjourned , and the proceſſion formed

as follows :

Two.Tylers, with drawn ſwords;

Mofic ;

Members of the Grand Lodge, iwo and two ;

A Tyler, in his uniform ;

Paſt Grend Stewards ;

Grand Tyler ;

Preſent Grand Stewards, with white rods;

Secretary of the Stewards' Lodge ;

Wardens of the Stewards' Lodge ;

Master of the Stewards' Lodge ;

Choiriſters ;

One Brother carrying a gold Pircher , containing corn ;

Two Brethren , with filver Pitchers , containing wine and oil ;

Four Tylers, carrying the Lodge, covered with white fattin ;

Architect ;

Grand Sword bearer, with ſword of ſtate ;

Grand Secretary , with his bag ;

Grand Treaſurer , with bio ſtaff ;
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Bible , Square, and Compaſſes, on a crimſon velvet

cuſhion, carried by a Maiter of the Lodge,

ſupported by two Stewards ;

Grand Chaplain ;

Provincial Grand Maſters ;

Paft Grand Wardens ;

Patt Deputy Grand Masters ;

Paſt Grand Maſters ;

Chief Magiſtrate of the place ;

Two large lights ;

Grand Wardens ;

One large light ;

Deputy Grand Maſter ;

Conſtitutions carried by the Maſter of the oldeſt Lodge * ;

GRAND MASTER ;

Two Stewards cloſe the proceſſion.

The Ladies who attend are introduced , and the

muſician's 'repair to their ſtation . On the pro

ceflion reaching the Grand Maſter's chair, the

Grand Officers are ſeparately proclaimed accord

ing to rank, as they arrive at that ſtation ; and on

the Grand Maſter's being proclaimed, the muſic

ſtrikes up, and continues during the proceſſion

three times round the Hall . The lodge is then

placed in the center, on a crimſon velvet couch ;

and the Grand Maſter having taken the chair, un

der a canopy of ſtate, the Grand Officers, and the

Maſters and Wardens of the Lodges, repair to the

places which have been previouſly prepared for

their reception : The three great lights, and the gold

and filver pitchers , with the corn , wine, and oil,

are placed on the lodge, at the head of which

ſtands the pedeſtal, on which is placed a crimſon

velvet cuſhion , with the Bible open, the Square and

Compaffes being laid thereon, and the Conſtitution

* See the note in P. 93.



OF MASONRY
97

roll . An anthem is then ſung , and an exordium

on Maſonry given ; after which the Architect ad

dreffes the Grand Maſter in an elegant ſpeech, re

turns thanks for the honour conferred on him, and

ſurrenders up the implements which had been en

truſted to his care at laying the Foundation Stone.

The Grand Maſter expreſſes his approbation of the

Architect's conduct ; an ode in honour ofMaſonry

is ſung , accompanied by the band ; after which the

ladies retire, and ſuch of the muſicians as are not

Maſons.

The lodge is then tiled , and the buſineſs ofMa

ſonry reſumed . The Grand Secretary informs the

Grand Maſter, that it is the deſign of the frater

nity to have the Hall dedicated to Maſonry ; upon

which he orders the Grand Officers to alift in the

ceremony, during which the organ continues play

ing ſolemn muſic, excepting only at the intervals

of Dedication. The lodge being uncovered, the firſt

proceſſion is made round it, and the Grand Maſter

having reached the Eaſt, the organ is filent, and

he proclaims the Hall duly dedicated to MASONRY,

IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT JEHOVAH, TO WHOM

BE ALL GLORY AND HONOUR ; upon which the

Chaplain ſtrews corn over the lodge . The organ

plays, and the ſecond proceſſion is made round the

lodge, when, on the Grand Maſter's arrival at the

Eaſt, the organ is filent, and he declares the Hall

dedicated , as before, to VIRTUE ; on which the

Chaplain ſprinkles wine on the lodge . The organ

plays, and the third proceſſion is made round the

lodge, when, the Grand Maſter having reached

the Eaſt, the muſic is filent, and the Hall is de

F
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dicated to UNIVERSAL BENEVOLErce ; upon which

the Chaplain dips his fingers in the oil , and ſprinkles

it over the lodge ; and at each dedication the

grand honours are given . A folemn invocation

is then made, and an anthem fung ; after which ,

the lodge being covered, the Grand Mafter retires

to his chair, and the buſineſs of Maſonry is ad

journed .

The ladies are introduced ; an ode for the oc

caſion is performed ; and an oration delivered by

the Grand Chaplain , which is ſucceeded by an'an

them. Donations for the charity are then col

lected, and the grand proceſſion is reſumed. After

marching three times round the Hall, preceded by

the Tylers carrying the lodge as at entrance,

during which the muſic continues to play a

grand piece, the brethren return to the place

whence they ſet out, where the laws of the Order

are rehearſed , and the Grand Lodge is cloſed in

ample form in all the Degrees.

The Ceremony obſerved at Funerals, according to ancient

Cuſtom : with the Service uſed on that Occaſion .

No Maſon can be interred with the formalities of

the Order, unleſs it be by his own ſpecial requeſt,

communicated to the Maſter of the lodge of which

he died a member, foreigners and fojourners ex

cepted ; nor unleſs he has been advanced to the

Third Degree of Maſonry, and from this reſtriction

there can be no exception . Fellow - crafts, or ap

prentices, are not entitled to the funeral obſequies.
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'The Maſter of the lodge having received notice

of a Maſter-maſon's death , and of his requeſt to

be 'interred with the ceremonies of the Order,

he fixes the day and hour for the funeral, and iſſues

his command to ſummon the lodge ; if more

lodges are expected to attend , he muſt make appli

cation by the Grand Secretary to the Grand Maſter

or his Deputy, to preſide over ſuch brethren from

other lodges as may aſſiſt in forming the pro

ceflion ,. who are to be under his direction for

the time ; and all the brethren preſent muſt be

properly clothed *.

* By an expreſs law of the Grand Lodge, it is enacted , '. That

' no regular Mafon do attend any funera ', or other public † pro

I celſion, clothed with the badges and enligns of the Order, unleſs

« a diſpenſation for that purpoſe has been obtained from the Gravid

" Maſter, or his Deputy : under the penalty of forfeiting all the

rights and privileges of the Society ; and of being deprived of

• the benefit of the general fund of charity, ſhould he be reduced

( to want.'

Di penſations for public proceſſions are ſeldom granted but upon

very particular occaGons ; it cannot, therefore , be thought that

there will be very frequent, or that regular Maſons will be in .

clined to infringe an eſtabliſhed law, by attending thoſe which are

not properly authoriſed . Many public parades under this character

have been made of late years ; but theſe have not received the

ſanction of the Grand Master , or the countenance of any regular

Maron converſant with the laws of the ſociety . Of this the Public

may be convinced , if it be conſidered that the reputation of the

whole fraternity would be at riſk by irregularity on ſuch an occaſion .

It cannot be imagined , that the Grard Maiter, who is generally of

noble birth , would either ſo far degrade the dignity of his office, or

the character of the Society at large, as to grant a diſpenſation for a

public proceflion upon to critling an occaſion as a private benefit ac a

+ By public proceſſion is meant a general convention of Maſons

for the purpoſe of making a public appearance.

F 2
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The diſpenſation being obtained, the Maſter

may invite as many lodges as he thinks proper,

and the members of thoſe lodges may accompany

playhouſe, public garden , or other place of general refort ; where

neither the intereſt of the fraternity, nor the public good , can be

concerned ; and which , though it may be of ſome private ad.

vantage, can never redound to the good of Maſonry , or the honour

of its patrons.

The above law was planned to put a ſtop to mixed and irregular

conventions of Maſons, and to prevent them from expofing to de

riſion the inſignia of the Order, by parading through the ſtreets on

unimportant occaſions ; it was not intended, however, to reſtrict

the privileges of any regular lodge, or to encroach on the legal pre.

rogative of any inſtalled Maſter. By the univerſal practice of

Maſons, every regular lodge is authoriſed by the conftitution to act

on ſuch occaſions, if the Society at large be not diſhonoured ; and

every inſtalled Maſter is ſufficiently empowered by the conſtitution ,

without any other authority , to convene and govern bis own lodge

on any emergency , as at the funeral of its members, or on any

occaſion in which the honour of the Society is concerned , being

amenable to the Grand Lodge for miſconduct ; but when brethren

from other lodges are convened, who are not ſubject to his control,

in that caſe a particular deputation is required from the Grand

Maſter or his Deputy , who are the only general Directors of Maſons.

The Maſter of a lodge will never iſſue a fummons for the public

appearance of his lodge on a trifling occaſion , or without approba .

tion , when he knows that he is amenable to the General Aſſembly

for his conduct, and, by the charges of his office, muft ſubmit to

their award ; thould he, however, be ſo imprudent as to act on this

occaſion improperly, the brethren of the kidge are warranted by the

laws to refuſe obedience to his ſummons, but they are alſo amenable

to the Grand Lodge for contumacy .

A Diſpenſation is only neceſſary in caſes where Maſons from

different lodges are indiſcriminately convened , as it velts a power

in certain individuals for the time being to fuperintend the beha

viour of ſuch brethren, that no irregularity may enſue ; but when

a regular lodge is affembled under the auſpices of its Maſter, that

Maiter is fufficiently empowered to preſide over his own lodge by

the conffitution , an authority which no diſpenſation can ſuperſede ;

the former being an act of the Society at large, the latter only an

act of the Grand Maſter as an individual.
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their officers in form ; but the whole ceremony

muſt be under the direction of the Maſter of the

lodge to which the deceaſed belonged, for which

purpoſe only the diſpenſation is granted ; and he

and his officers muſt be duly honoured, and cheer

fully obeyed, on the occaſioni.

All the brethren who walk in proceſſion, ſhould

obſerve, as much as poffible, an uniformity in

•their dreſs. Decent mourning, with white ſtock .

ings, gloves, and aprons * , is moſt ſuitable. No

perſon ſhould be diſtinguiſhed with a jewel, unleſs

he be an officer of one of the lodges invited to

attend in form , and the officers of ſuch lodges

ſhould be ornamented with fathes and hatbands ;

as alſo the officers of the lodge to whom the diſ.

penſation is granted, who are , moreover, to be

diftinguilhed with white rods .

The Funeral Service.

Thc brethren , being afſembled at the houſe

where the body of the deceaſed lies, the Maſter of

the lodge to which he belonged , opens the lodge

in the Third Degree, with the uſual forms, and an

anthem is ſung. The body being placed in the

centre on a couch, and the coffin in which it is

laid being open, the Maſter proceeds to the head

of the corpſe, and the ſervice begins .

MASTER. " What man is he that liveth, and

« ſhall not ſee death ? ſhall he deliver his ſoul from

" the hand of the grave ?

« Man walketh in a vain ſhadow , he heapeth up

' riches, and cannot tell who ſhall gather them.

* This is the uſual clothing of Maſter-maſons.
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" When he dieth, he ſhall carry nothing away ;

• his glory ſhall not deſcend after him .

• Naked he came into the world, and naked he

I muſt return : the Lord gave , and the Lord hath

' taken away ; bleſſed be the name of the Lord ! '

The grand honours are then given , and certain

forms uſed, which cannot be here explained .

Solemn muſic is introduced , during which the

Maſter ſtrews herbs or flowers over the body, and

taking the sacred ROLL in his hand, he fays,

· Let us die the death of the righteous, and let

our laſt end be like his !!

The Brethren anſwer,

God is our God for ever and ever ; he will

• be our guide even unto death ! '

The Mafter then puts the ROLL into the coffin ,

and ſays,

• Almighty Father ! into thy hands we com

• mend the foul of our loving brother ! '

The Brethren anſwer three times, giving the

grand honours each time,

• The will of God is accompliſhed ! ſo be it !!

The Mafter then repeats the following prayer :

· Moſt glorious God ! Author of all good , and

· Giver of all mercy ! pour down thy bleſlings

upon us , and ſtrengthen our folemn engagements

with the ties of fiocere affe & ion ! May the pre

< ſent inſtance of mortality remind us of our ap

( proaching fate ; and draw our attention to

• Thee, the orly refuge in time of need ! that when

« the awful moment ſhall arrive , that we are about

« to quit this tranſitory ſcene, the enlivening prof

pect of thy mercy may difpel the gloom of death ;

6
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• and after our departure hence in peace and in

thy favour, we may be received into thine ever.

Jaſting kingdom , and there enjoy, in union with

' the ſouls of our departed friends, the juſt reward

of a pious and virtuous life . Amen .'

An anthem is ſung, the Maſter retires to the

pedeſtal, and the coffin is ſhut up. An oration ,

ſuitable to the occaſion , is delivered ; and the Maf

ter recommending love and unity , the brethren

join hands, and renew their pledged vows. The

lodge is then adjourned, and the proceſſion , to the

place of interment, is formed :

The different lodges rank according to ſeniority,

the junior preceding; each lodge forms one divi.

fion , and the following order is obſerved :

The Tyler, with his ſword ;

The Stewards , with white rods ;

The Brethren, out of office , two and two ;

The Secretary, with a roll ;

The Treaſurer, with his badge of office ;

The Senior and Junior Wardens, hand in hand ;

The Paſtmaſter ;

The Maſter ;

The Lodge to which the deceaſed Bro belonged, in the

following order ; a'l the members having

Aowers or herbs in their hands ;

The Tyler ;

The Stewards ;

Martial Muſic [Drums mufied, and Trumpets /covered ) ;

The Members of the Lodge ;

The Secretary and Treaſurer ;

The Senior and Junior Wardens ;

The Paltmaſter ;

The Holy Writings , on a cuſhion, covered with black cloth,

carried by the oldeſt Member of the Lodge ;

'The Maſter ;

The Choiriſters, finging an anthem ;

F4
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The Clergyman ;

The BODY,

with the regalia

Pall Bearers ; placed thereon , Pall Bearers ;

and two ſwords

croſſed ;

Chief Mourner ;

Afiftant Mourners ;

Two Stewards ;

A Tyler.

One or two lodges advance, before the procef

fion begins, to the church-yard , to prevent con

fuſion , and make the neceſſary preparations . The

brethren are not to defert their ranks, or change

places, but keep in their different departments .

When the proceſſion arrives at the gate of the

church-yard , the lodge to which the deceaſed

brother belonged , the mourners, and attendants

on the corpſe, halt, till the members of the other

lodges have formed a circle round the grave , when

an opening is made to receive them. They then

advance to the grave ; and the clergyman and offi

cers of the acting lodge taking their ſtation at the

head of the grave, with the choiriſters on each

ſide, and the mourners at the foot, the ſervice is

reſumed , an anthem ſung, and the following ex

hortation given :

Here we view a ſtriking inſtance of the un

certainty of life, and the vanity of all humanı

purſuits. The laſt offices paid to the dead , are

" only uſefulas lectures to the living ; from them

we are to derive inſtruction , and conſider every

ſolemnity of this kind, as a ſummons to prepare

' for our approaching diffolution ,

6
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• Notwithſtanding the various mementos of

mortality with which we daily meet, notwith

• ſtanding Death has eſtabliſhed his empire over

• all the works of Nature, yet, through ſome un

( accountable infatuation , we forget that we are

• born to die . We go on from one deſign to

• another, add hope to hope, and lay out plans

• for the employment of many years, till we are

• ſuddenly alarmed with the approach of Death,

« when we leaſt expected him, and at an hour which

. we probably concluded to be the meridian of our

$ exiſtence .

• What are all the externals of majeſty, the

• pride of wealth , or charms of beauty, when

« Nature has paid her juſt debt ? Fix your eyes

• on the laſt ſcene, and view life ſtript of her

• ornaments, and expoſed in her natural meanneſs;

you will then be convinced of the futility of

• thoſe empty deluſions. In the grave, all falla

! cies are detected , all ranks are levelled, and all

« diſtinctions are done away.

• While we drop the ſympathetic tear over the

grave of our deceaſed friend, let charity incline

us to throw a veil over his foibles, whatever

they may have been, and not with -hold from his

• memory the praiſe that his virtues may have

" claimed . Suffer the apologies of human nature

* to plead in his behalf. Perfection on earth has

' never been attained ; the wiſeſt, as well as the

• beſt of men, have erred . His meritorious ac

• tions it is our duty to imitate , and from his

. weakneſs we ought to derive inſtruction .

6
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. Let the preſent example excite our moſt ſerious

thoughts, and ſtrengthen our reſolutions of

• amendment. As life is uncertain, and all earthly

purſuits are vain , let us no longer poſtpone the

, important concern of preparing for eternity ;

• but embrace the happy moment, while time and

• opportunity offer, to provide againſt the great

change, when all the pleaſures of this world

• ſhall ceaſe to delight, and the reflections of a

* virtuous life yield the only comfort and conſola

« tion . Thus our expectations will not be fruſ

trated , nor ſhall we be hurried, unprepared, into

« the preſence of an all-wiſe and powerful Judge , to

• whom the ſecrets of all hearts are known, and

6.from whoſe dread tribunal no culprit can eſcape.

· Let us, while in this ſtage of exiſtence, fup

port with propriety the character of our 'pro

" feſſion , advert to the nature of our ſolemn ties,

. and purſue with aſſiduity the ſacred tenets of

" the Order : Then , with becoming reverence, let

« us fupplicate the Divine grace , and inſure the

• favour of that eternal Being, whoſe goodneſs

' and power know no bound ; that when the aw.

"ful moment arrives, be it ſoon or late, we may

• be enabled to proſecute our journey, without

• dread or apprehenſion, to that far diſtant country

• from which no traveller returns. By the light of

the divine countenance, we ſhall paſs, without

* trembling, through thoſe gloomy manfions where

all things are forgotten ; and at the great and

tremendous day of trial and retribution, when we

« are arraigned at the bar of Divine Juſtice, let us
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hope that judgment will be pronounced in our

• favour, and that we ſhall receive our reward , in

• the poffeffion of an immortal inheritance , where

joy flows in one continued ſtream , and no mound

S can check its courſe .'

The following invocations are then made by the

Maſter, and the uſual honours accompany each :

MASTER . May we be true and faithful; and

may we live and die in love ! '

- ANSWER . So mote it be. '

MASTER. · May we profefs what is good, and

always act agreeably to our profeſſion !!

ANSWER. “ So mote it be .'

MASTER . · May the Lord bleſs us, and proſper

us ; and may all our good intentions be crowned

r with ſucceſs !!

ANSWER. “ So mote it be .'

The Secretaries then advance, and throw their

rolls into the grave with the uſual forms, while

the Maſter repeats with an audible voice :

• Glory be to God on high ! on earth peace !

• good-will towards men ! '

ANSWER . .So mote it be, now, from hence

• forth , and for evermore.'

The Maſter then concludes the ceremony at the

grave in the following words :

« From time immemorial it has been a cuſtom

• among the fraternity of free and accepted Maſons,

• at the requeſt of a brother on his death bed, to

• accompany his corpſe to the place of interment ;

• and there to depoſite his remains with the uſual

< formalities.
!
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• In conformity to this uſage, and at the ſpecial

• requeſt of our deceaſed brother, whoſe memory

we revere, and whoſe loſs we now deplore, we

• have aſſembled in the character of Mafons, to

• reſign his body to the earth whence it came,

• and to offer up to his memory, before the world,

• the laſt tribute of our affection , thereby demon

• ſtrating the ſincerity of our paſt eſteem , and our

• inviolable attachment to the principles of the

Order.

• With proper reſpect to the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms

• of the country in which we live, with due defe

rence to our ſuperiors in church and ſtate, and

« with unlimited good-will to all mankind, we

here appear clothed as Maſons, and publicly

crave leave to expreſs our ſubmiſſion to peace

S and good government, and our wiſh to ſerve the

• intereſts of mankind . Inveſted with the badges

• of innocence, we humbly bow to the univerſal

• Parent; and implore his bleſſing on every zealous

endeavour to promote peace and good- will, and

• pray for our perſeverance in the principles of

piety and virtue .

• The great Creator having been pleaſed, out

' of his mercy, to remove our worthy brother

• from the cares and troubles of a tranſitory life ,

' to a ftate of eternal duration ; and thereby to

• weaken the chain by which we are united, man

' to man : may we, who ſurvive him, anticipate

• our approaching fate, and be more ſtrongly ce

• mented in the ties of union and friendſhip ; ſo

" that, during the ſhort ſpace allotted to our pre

4
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• ſent exiſtence, we may wiſely and uſefully em

ploy our time; and in the reciprocal intercourſe

• of kind and friendly acts, mutually promote the

" welfare and happineſs of each other.

• Unto the grave we reſign the body of our

deceaſed friend, there to remain until the gene

ral reſurrection ; in favourable expectation that

« his immortal ſoul may then , partake of joys

r ' which have been prepared for the righteous from

• the beginning of the world : And may Almighty

· God , of his infinite goodneſs, at the grand tri

« bunal of unbiaſed juſtice, extend his mercy

• toward him, and all of us, and crown our hope

with everlaſting bliſs in the expanded realms of

a boundleſs eternity ! This we beg, for the ho

nour of his Name, to whom be glory, now and

o for ever. Amen.'

Thus the ſervice ends, and the uſual honours

are given ; after which the proceſſion returns in

form to the place whence it ſet out, where the

neceſſary duties are complied with, and the buſi

neſs of Maſonry is renewed . The regalia , and

ornaments, of the deceaſed, if an officer of the

lodge, are returned to the Maſter, with the uſual

ceremonies; aiter which the charges for regulating

the conduct of the brethren are rehearſed, and

the lodge is cloſed in the Third Degree with a

blefling

<
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BOOK III .

THE PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY EXPLAINED .

SECT. I.

A Letter from the learned Mr. John Locke, to the

Right Hon. Thomas Earl of Pembroke, with an

old Manuſcript on theſubject of Free Maſonry.

MY LORD, 6th May, 1696.

I
HAVE at length , by the help of Mr. Collins,

procured a copy of that MS. in the Bodleian

library, which you were ſo curious to ſee ; and , in

obedience to your lord ſhip's commands, I herewith

ſend it to you. Moſt of the notes annexed to it,

are what I made yeſterday for the reading of my

Lady Maſham , who is become ſo fond of Maſonry,

as to ſay, that ſhe now more than ever wiſhes her

ſelf a man, that ſhe might be capable of admiſſion

into the fraternity .

The MS . of wbich this is a copy, appears to be

about 160 years old ; yet (as your lordſhip will ob

ſerve by the title ) it is itſelf a copy of one yet more

ancient by about 100 years : for the original is ſaid

to be the hand -writing of K. Henry VI. Where

that prince had it, is at preſent an uncertainty ; but

it ſeems to me to be an examination (taken perhaps

before the king ) of ſome one of the brotherhood of

Maſons ; among whom he entered himſelf, as it

is ſaid , when he came out of his minority, and

thenceforth put a ftop to a perſecution that had been
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raiſed againſt them : But I muſt not detain your

lordſhip longer by my preface from the thing

itſelf .

I know not what effect the fight of this old

paper may have upon your lordſhip ; but for my

own part I cannot deny , that it has ſo much raiſed

my curioſity, as to induce me to enter myſelf into

the fraternity, which I am determined to do (if I

may be admitted ) the next time I go to London,

and that will be ſhortly . I am,

My LORD,

Your Lord (hip's moſt obedient,

And moſt humble ſervant,

JOHN LOCKE,

Certayne Queſtyons, with Anſweres to the fame, con

cerning the Myſtery of MAÇONRYE ; writtene by

the hande of kynge HENRYE , the fixtheof the name,

and faithfullye copyed by me ( 1 ) JOHAN LEYLANDE,

Antiquarius, by the commaunde of his ( 2 ) High

nelle.

They be as followethe,

Quest. What mote ytt be ? ( 3 )

Answ. Ytt beeth the ſkylle of nature, the un

derſtondynge of the myghte that ys hereynne, and

( 1 ) John LEYLANDE was appointed by Henry VIII. at the

diffolution of monaſteries , to ſearch for, and ſave ſuch books and

records as were valuable ainong them . He was a man of great

Jabour and induſtry.
( 2 ) His HIGHNESSE , meaning the ſaid king Henry VIII.

Our kings had not then the title of majeſty.

( 3 ) What mote ytt be ? ] That is , what may this myſtery of

Maſonry be ? The anſwer imports, That it conſiſts in natural,

mathematical, and mechanical knowlege. Some part of which
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its fondrye werkynges ; ſonderlyche, the ſkylle of

reckenyngs, of waightes and metynges, and the

trae manere of façonnynge al thyngs for mannes

uſe ; headlye, dwellinges, and buyldynges of alle

kindes, and all odher thynges that make gudde to

manne.

Quest. Where dyd it begynne ?

Answ. Ytt dydd begynne with the (4) fyrſte

menne yn the eſte,whych were before the ( 5 ) ffyrſte

manne of the weſte, and comyinge weſtlye, ytt

hathe broughte herwyth alle comfortes to the wylde

and comfortlefle.

Quest. Who dyd brynge ytt weſtlye ?

Answ. The (6) Venetians, whoo beynge grate

merchaundes, comed ffyrſte ffromme the eſte ynn

Venetia , for the commodyte of marchaundyfynge

beithe eſte and weſte bey the redde and myddlonde

fees.

(as appears by what follows) the Maſons pretend to have taught the

the reft of mankind , and ſome part chey ftill conceal .

( 4 ) ( 5 ) Fyrſte menne yn the efte, &c . ] It hould ſeem by

this, that Maſons believe there were men in the eaſt before Adam,

who is called the ffyrſte manne of the weſte ; ' and that arts and

ſciences began in the eaſt. Some authors of great note for learning

have been of the ſame opinion , and it is certain that Europe and

Africa ( which, in reſpect to Afia, may be calles weſtern countries )

were wild and ſavage, long after arts and politeneſs of manners were

in great perfection in China and the Indies .

( 6 ) The Venetians, &c. ] In the times of monkih ignorance

it is no wonder that the Phenicians ſhould be miſtaken for the

Venetians . Or, perhaps, if the people were not taken one for the

other, fimilitude of found might deceive the clerk who firſt took

down the examination . The Phenicians were the greateſt voyagers

among the ancients, and were in Europe thought to be the in

ventors of letters, which perhaps they brought from the eaſt with

other arts .

1
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Quest. How comede ytt yn Engelonde ?

ANSW. Peter Gower ( 7 ) a Grecian , journeyedde

ffor kunnynge yn Egypte , and in Syria, and yn

everyche londe whereas the Venetians hadde

plaunted maçonrye , and wynnynge entraunce yn

al lodges of maçonnes, he lerned muche, and re

tournedde, and woned yn Grecia Magna (8 ),

wackfynge, and becommynge a myghtye (9 ) wyfe

acre, and gratelyche renowned, and her he framed

( 7 ) Peter Gower. ] This muſt be another miſtake of the writer.

I was puzzled at firſt to gueſs who Peter Gower ſhould be, the name

being perfectly Engliſh ; or how a Greek ſhould come by ſuch a

name : But as foon as I thought of Pythagoras, I could ſcarce for

bear ſmiling, to find that philoſopher had undergone a metempſy

chofis he never dreamt of. We need only conſider the French

pronunciation of his name, Pythagore, that is , Petagore, to con

ceive how eaſily ſuch a miſtake may be made by an unlearned

clerk . That Pythagoras (ravelled for knowlege into Egypt, &c.

is known to all the learned ; and that he was initiated into ſeveral

different orders of prieſts, who in thoſe days kept all their learning

ſecret from the vulgary is as well known. Pythagoras alſo made

every geometrical theorem a ſecret, and admitted only ſuch to the

knowlege of them , as had firſt undergone a five years ſilence .

He is ſuppoſed to be the inventor of the 47th propoſition of the

firſt book of Euclid , for which, in the joy of his heart, it is ſaid he

ſacrificed a hecatomb. He alſo knew the true ſyfem of the world,

lately revived by Copernicus : and was certainly a moſt wonderful

man. See his life by DION . HAL.

( 8 ) GRECIA MAGNA , a part of Italy formerly ſo called, in

which the Greeks had ſettled a large colony.

( 9) Wyſeacre.] This word at preſent ſignifies fimpleton , but

formerly had a quite contrary meaning . Wifeacre in the old Saxon,

is philoſopher, wiſeman , or wizard , and having been frequently uſed

ironically , at length came to bave a direct meaning in the ironical

ſenſe. Thus Duns Scotus, a man famed for the ſubtilty and acute

neſs of his underſtanding, has, by the line method of irony , given

a general name to modern dunces .
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a grate lodge at Groton ( 10 ) , and maked marye

maçonnes, ſome whereoffe dyde journeye yn

Fraunce, and maked manye maçonnes, where

fromme, yn proceffe of tyine, the arte paſſed in

Engelonde .

Quest. Dothe maçonnes deſcouer here artes

unto odhers ?

Answ. Peter Gower, whenne he journeyede

to lerne , was ffyrſte ( 11 ) made, and anonne tech

edde ; evenne foe hulde all odhers beyn recht.

Natheleſs ( 12 ) maçonnes hauethe alweys, yn

everyche tyme, from tyme to tyme, communy

catedde to mannkynde ſoche of her ſecrettes as

generallyche myghte be uſefulle ; they haueth

keped backe ſoche allein as fhulde be harmfulle yff

they comed yn euylle haundes, oder ſoche as ne

myghte be holpynge wythouten the techynges to

be joynedde herwythe in the lodge, oder ſoche as

do bynde the freres more ſtronglyche togeder, bey

the proffytte and commodytye comynge to the con

frerie herfromme.

1

( 10 ) Groton . ) Groton is the name of a place in England. The

place here meant is Crotona, a city of Grecia Magna, which in

the time of Pythagoras was very populous.

( 11 ) Ffyrſte made. ] The word made I ſuppoſe has a particular

meaning among the Maſons ; perhaps it fignifies, initiated .

( 12 ) Maçonnes haueth communycatedde, &c . ] This paragraph

hath ſomething remarkable in it. It contains a juſtification of the

ſecrecy ſo much boaſted of by Maſons, and ſo much blamed by

others ; afferting that they have in all ages diſcovered ſuch things as

might be uſeful, and that they conceal ſuch only as would be buitful

either to the world or themſelves. What chefe ſecrets are, we

ſee afterwards.

1
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Quest. Whatte artes haueth the maçonnes

techedde mankynde ?

Answ. The artes ( 13 ) agricultura, architectura,

aſtronomia, geometria, numeres, muſica, poeſie,

kymiſtrye, governmente, and relygyonne .

Quest. Howe commethe maçonnes more

teachers than odher menne ?

Answ. The hemfelfe haueth allein in ( 14 ) arte

of ffyndynge neue artes, whyche arte the ffyrſte :

maçonnes receaued from Godde , by the whyche

they fyndethe what artes hem pleſethe, and the treu

way of techynge the ſame. Whatt odher menne

doethe ffynde out, ys onelyche bey chaunce, and

herfore but lytel I tro .

QUEST. What dothe the maçonnes concele and

hyde ?

Answ. Thay concelethe the arte of ffyndynge

neue artes, and thatt ys for here own proffytte,

and ( 15 ) preiſe : Thay concelethe the arte of

prove them .

( 13 ) The artes, agricultura, & c. ] It ſeems a bold pretence this

of the Maſons, that they have taught mankind all theſe arts . They

have their own authority for it ; and I know not how we fall ciſ

But what appears moſt odd is, that they reckon

religion among the arts.

( 14) Arte of ffyndinge neue artes . ] The art of inventing arts,

muft certainly be a most uſeful art . My lord Bacon's Novum

Organum is an attempt towards ſomewhat of the ſame kind . But

I much doubt, that if ever the Mafons had it , they have now loft

it ; lince ſo jew new arts have been látely invented , and ſo many

are wanted . The idea I have of ſuch an art is, that it muſt be

ſomething proper to be employed in all the ſciences generally, as

algebra is in numbers , by the help of which , new rules of arithmetic

are , and may be found.

( 15) Preiſe. ] It ſeems the Mafons have great regard to the repu .

tation as well as the profit of their order ; ſince they make it one

reaſon for not divulging an art in commun , that it may do honour

to the poſſeſſors of it. I think in this particular they ſhew too
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kepynge ( 16) ſecrettes, that ſoe the worlde mayeth

nothinge concele from them . Thay concelethe the

arte of wunderwerckynge, and of foreſayinge

thynges to comme, that ſo thay fame artes may not

be uſedde of the wyckedde to an euyell ende.

Thay alſo concelethe the ( 17 ) arte of chaunges,

the wey cf wynnynge the facultye ( 18 ) of Abrac,

the ſkylle of becommynge gude and parfyghte

wythouten the holpynges of fere and hope ; and

the univerſelle ( 19 ) longage of maçonnes.

much regard for their own ſociety, and too little for the reſt of

mankind .

( 16 ) Arte of kepynge fecrettes.] What kind of an arte this is , I

can by no means imagine. But certainly ſuch an art the Maſons

muſt have : For though, as ſome people ſuppoſe, they should have

no ſecret at all, even that muſt be a ſecret, which being diſcovered ,

would expoſe them to the higheſt ridicule ; and therefore it requires

the utmoſt caution to conceal it.

( 17 ) Arte of chaunges.] I know not what this means, unleſs

it be the tranſmutation of metals.

( 18 ) Facultye of Abrac ) Here I am utterly in the dark .

( 19 ) Univerſelle longage of maçonnes. ] An univerſal language

has been much defired by the learned of many ages. It is a thing

rather to be wiſhed than hoped for. But it ſeems the Maſons

pretend to have ſuch a thing among them . If it be true , I gueſs it

muſt be ſomething like the language of the Par mimes among the

ancient Romans, who are faid to be able , by ſigns only, to expreſs

and deliver any oration intelligibly to men of all nations and lan

guages. A man who has all theſe arts and advantages, is certainly

in a condition to be envied : But we are told that this is not the

caſe with all Maſons ; for though theſe arts are among them, and

all have a right and an opportunity to know them , yet fome want

capacity , and others induſtry, to acquire them. However , of all

their arts and ſecrets, that which I moit deſire to know is , “ The

• ſkylle of becommynge gude and parfyghte ;' and I will it were

communicated to all mankind, fince there is nothing more true

than the beautiful ſentence contained in the laſt anſwer, « That

• the better men are , the more they love one another.' Virtue

having in itſelf fomething ſo amiable as to charm the hearts of all
that behold it.
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QUEST. Wylle he teche me thay fame artes ?

ANSW . Ye fhalle be techedde yff ye be werthye,

and able to lerne .

Quest. Dothe all maçonnes kunne more then

odher menne ?

Answ. Not ſo . Thay onlyche haueth recht and

occafyonne more then odher menne to kunne, butt

manye doeth fale yn capacity, and manye more doth

want induſtrye, that ys perneceffarye for the gayn

ynge all kunnynge.

QUEST. Are maçonnes gudder men then odhers ?

Answ . Some maçonnes are not ſo virtuous as

fome odher menne ; but, yn the moſte parte, thay

be more gude then thay woulde be yf thay war not

maçonnes.

Quest. Doth maçonnes love eidher odher

myghtyiye as beeth ſayde ?

Answ. Yea verylyche, and yt may not odherwiſe

be : for gude menne and treu, kennynge eidher

odher to be foche, doeth always love the more as

thay be more gude.

(Here endethe the queſtyonnes, and awnſweres. ]

A GLOSSARY of antiquated Words in the foregoing

Manuſcript.

Albein , only Freres, brethren

Alweys, always Headlye, chiefly

Beithe, both Hem pleſetbe, they pleaſe

Gommodytye, conveniency Hemſelfe, themſelves

Confrerie, fraternity Her , there, their

Façonnynge, forming Hereynne, therein

Forefayinge, propheſying Herwyth, with it
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Holpynge, beneficial Recht, right

Kunne, know Reckenyngs, numbers

Kunnynge, knowlege Sonderlyche, particularly

Make gudde, are beneficial Skylle, knowlege

Metynges, meaſures Wackſynge, growing

Mote, may Werck, operation

Middlelonde, Mediterranean Wey, way

Myghte, power Whereas, where

Occaſyonne, opportunity Woned, dwelt

Odher, other Wunderwerckynge, working

Onelyche, only miracles

Perneceffarye, abfolutely Wylde, favage

neceſſary
Wynnynge, gaining

Preiſe, honour ? nn, into

SECT. II .

Remarks on the preceding Manuſcript, and on the

Annotations ofMr. Locke .

This dialogue poffefſes a double claim to our

regard ; firſt, for its antiquity, and next for the

notes added to it by Mr. Locke, who, though not

at that time enrolled in the order of Maſons, offers

jult conjectures on their hiſtory and traditions .

Every reader muſt feel a ſecret ſatisfaction in

the peruſal of this ancieht manuſcript, eſpecially

the true Maſon , whom it more nearly concerns.

· The recommendation of a philofopher of as great

merit and penetration as this nation ever produced ,

added to the real value of the piece itfelf, muſt give

it a ſanction, and render it deſerving a ſerious ex

amination .

The conjecture of the learned annotator con

cerning its being an examination taken before King
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Henry of one of the fraternity of Mafons, is juſt.

The ſevere edict paffed at that time againſt the fo

ciety, and the diſcouragement given to the Mafons

by the biſhop of Wincheſter and his party, induced

that prince, in his riper years, to make a ſtrict

ſcrutiny into the nature of the maſonic inſtitution ;

which was attended with the happy circumſtance

of gaining his favour, and his patronage . Had

not the civil commotions in the kingdom during

his reign attracted the notice of government, this

act would probably have been repealed, through the

intercefſion of the duke of Glouceſter, whoſe at.

tachment to the fraternity was conſpicuous.

Page 111. What mote ytt be ?] Mr. Locke

obſerves, in his annotation on this queſtion , that

the anſwer imports, that Maſonry conſiſts of na

tural , mathematical, and mechanical knowlege ;

ſome part of which, he ſays, the Mafons pretend to

have taught mankind , and ſome part they ſtill con

ceal.— The arts which they have communicated to

the world , are particularly ſpecified in an anſwer to

one of the following queſtions ; as are alſo thoſe

which they have reſtricted to themſelves for wife

purpoſes. - Morality, however, might have been

included in this anſwer, as it conſtitutes a principal

part of the maſonic ſyſtem .

Page 112. Where dyd ytt begynne ?] In the

annotation to the anſwer on this queſtion, Mr.

Locke ſeems to ſuggeſt, that Mafons believed there

were men in the eaſt before Adam, which is indeed

a mere conjecture. This opinion may be counte

nanced by many learned authors, but Maſons com

prehend the true meaning of Maſonry taking riſe in
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the eaſt and ſpreading to the weſt, without having

recourſe to præadamites. Eaſt and weſt are terms

peculiar to their ſociety, and when maſonically

adopted, are very intelligible to the fraternity *, as

they refer to certain forms and eſtabliſhed cuſtoms

among themſelves. From the eaſt, it is well

known, learning extended to the weſtern world,

and gradually advanced into Europe.

Page 112. Who dyd brynge ytt weſtlye ? ] The

judicious correction of an illiterate clerk, in the

anſwer to this queſtion as well as the next, reflects

credit on the ingenious annotator. The explana

tion is juſt, and the elucidation accurate .

Page 113. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ?]

The records of the fraternity inform us, that Py

thagoras was regularly initiated into Maſonry ; and

being properly inſtructed in the myſteries of the

Art, propagated the principles of the Order in

other countries into which he travelled .

Pythagoras lived at Samos, in the reign of Tar

quin, the laſt king of the Romans, in the year of

Rome 220 ; or, according to Livy, in the reign of

Servius Tullius, in the year of the world 3472.

He was the ſon of a ſculptor, and was educated

under one of the greateſt men of his time, There

cydes of Syrus, who firſt taught the immortality of

the ſoul. On the death of his patron, he deter

mined to trace ſcience to its ſource, and to ſupply

himſelf with freſh ſtores in every part of theworld

where theſe could be obtained . Animated by a

deſire of knowlege, he travelled into Egypt, and
1

* And behold the glory of the God of Iſrael came from the way

of the Eaſt. Ezek. xliii. 2.
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ſubmitted to the tedious and diſcouraging courſe

of preparatory diſcipline , which was neceſſary to

obtain the benefit of Egyptian initiation . When

he had made himſelf a thorough maſter of all the

ſciences that were cultivated in the facerdotal col

leges of Thebes and Memphis, he purſued his tra

vels through the eaſt, converſing with the Magi

and Indian Brachmans, and mixing their doctrines

with thoſe he had learnt in Egypt. He afterwards

ſtudied the laws of Minos at Crete , and thoſe of

Lycurgus at Sparta . Having ſpent the earlier part

of his life in this uſeful manner, he returned to

Samos well acquainted with every thing curious

either in nature or art in foreign countries , im

proved with all the advantages proceeding from a

regular and laborious courſe of learned education ,

and adorned with that knowlege of mankind which

was neceſſary to gain the aſcendant over them .

Accuſtomed to freedom , he diſliked the arbitrary

government of Polycrates, then tyrant of Samos,

and retired to Crotona in Italy , where he opened a

ſch:00l of philoſophy ; and by the gravity and fanc

tity of his manners, the importance of his tenets,

and the peculiarity of his inſtitutions , foon ſpread

his fame and influence over Italy and Greece.

Among other projects which he uſed, to create re

ſpect and gain credit to his affertion , he concealed

himſelf in a cave , and cauſed it to be reported that

he was dead . After ſome time he came abroad,

and pretended that the intelligence which his

friends gave him in his retreat , of the tranſactions

of Crotona, was collected during his ſtay in the

other world among the ſhades of the departed.
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He formed his diſciples, who came from all parts to

put themſelves under his direction , into a kind of

republic, where none were admitted till a fevere

probation had ſufficiently exerciſed their patience

and docility. He afterwards divided them into the

eſoteric and exoteric claffes : to the former he en

truſted the more ſublime and ſecret doctrines, to

the latter the more ſimple and popular. This great

man found himſelf able to unite the character of

the legiſlator to that of the philoſopher, and to rival

Lycurgus and Orpheus in the one, Pherecydes and

Thales in the other ; following , in this particular,

the patterns ſet him by the Egyptian priefts, his in

ſtructors, who are not leſs celebrated for ſettling

the civil than the religious æconomy of their na

tion . In imitation of them , Pythagoras gave laws

to the republic of Crotona, and brought the inhabi.

tants from a ſtate of luxury and diffoluteneſs, to be

eminent for order and fobriety. While he lived ,

he was frequently conſulted by the neighbouring

republics, as the compoſer of their differences, and

the reformer of their manners ; and ſince his death,

(which happened about-the fourth year of the 70th

olympiad, in a tumult raiſed againſt him by one

Cylon, ) the adminiſtration of their affairs has been

generally intruſted to ſome of his diſciples, among

whom , to produce the authority of their maſter for

any affertion , was ſufficient to eſtabliſh the truth of

it without further inquiry .

The moſt celebrated of the philoſophical notions

of Pythagoras are thoſe concerning the nature of

the Deity, the tranſmigration of ſouls into different

bodies (which he borrowed from the Brachmans),
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and the ſyſtem of the world . He was the firſt who

took the name of philoſopher ; that is, a lover of

wiſdom . His ſyſtem of morality was admirable.

He made unity the principle of all things , and be

lieved that between God and man there were va

rious orders of ſpiritual beings , who adminiſtered

to the divine will . He believed in the doctrine of

the metempſychoſis, or tranſmigration of fouls ;

and held thatGod was diffuſed through all parts of

the univerſe, like a kind of univerſal ſoul, pervading

every particle of matter, and animating every living

creature, from the moſt contemptible reptile to

mankind themſelves, who ſhared a larger portion

of the divine ſpirit. The metempſychoſis was

founded on this maxim, that as the foul was of ce.

leſtial origin, it could not be annihilated ; and

therefore, upon abandoning one body, neceffarily

removed into another, and frequently did penance

for its former vicious inclinations, in the ſhape of

a beaſt or an infect, before it appeared again in

that of a human creature. He afferted , that he

had a particular faculty given him by the gods , of

remembering the various bodies his own ſoul had

paſſed through , and confounded cavillers by refer

ring them to his own experience. In his ſyſtem of

the world , the third doctrine which diſtinguiſhes

his fect, was a fuppofition , that the fun was at reſt

in the centre, and that the earth , the moon , and

the other planets moved round it in different orbits.

He pretended to have great ſkill in the myſterious

properties of numbers, and held that ſome parti

cular ones contained a peculiar force and fignifi .

cance . He was a great geometrician, and admitted

G2
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only thoſe to the knowlege of his ſyſtem , who had

firſt undergone a probation of five years filence.

To his diſcovery is attributed the 47th propoſition

of the firſt book of Euclid * , which , in geometrical

ſolutions and demonſtrations of quantities , is of

excellent uſe ; and for which, as Mr. Locke ob

ſerves, in the joy of his heart , he is ſaid to have

facrificed a hecatomb. His extraordinary deſire

of knowlege, and the pains he took to propagate

his ſyſtem , have juſtly tranſmitted his fame to

pofterity.

The pupils who were initiated by him in the

ſciences and ſtudy of nature at the Crotonian

ſchool, brought all their goods into a common

ſtock, contemned the pleaſures of ſenſe, abſtained

from ſwearing, and eat nothing that had life .

Steady to the tenets and principles which they had

imbibed , they diſperſed abroad , and taught the

doctrines of their preceptor, in all the countries

through which they travelled .

Page 114. Dethe maçonnes deſcouer here artes

unto odhers ?] Maſons , in all ages , have ſtudied

the general good of mankind . Every art, which is

neceſſary for the fupport of authority and good

government, or which can promote ſcience , they

have cheerfully communicated to the world. Points

of no public utility, as their peculiar tenets, myſtic

forms, and folemn rites , they have carefully con

cealed. Thus Maſons have been diſtinguiſhed in

various countries for diſſeminating learning and

* THEOREM. ) In any right -arg !ed triangle, the ſquare which

is deſcribed upon the fide fubtending the right angle, equal to the

ſquares deſcribed upon the fides which contain the right angle .

Euclid. lib . i . prop. 47.
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general knowlege, while they have always kept

the privileges of their Order ſacred and in .

violable.

Page 115. Whatte artes haueth the maçonnes

techedde mankynde ?] The arts which the Mafons

have publicly taught, are here ſpecified . It appears

to have furpriſed the learned annotator, that reli

gion ſhould be ranked among the arts taught by

the fraternity ; but it may be obſerved , that reli

gion is the only tie which can bind men , and that

where there is no religion , there can be no Ma

ſonry. Among Mafons, however, it is an art,

calculated to unite for a time oppoſite ſyſtems,

without perverting or deſtroying thoſe ſyſtems. By

the influence of this art , the purpoſes of the inſti

tution are effcctually anſwered, and all religious

animofities happily terminated.

Maſons have always paid due obedience to the

moral law, and inculcated its precepts with power

ful energy on their diſciples. Hence the doctrine of

a God , the creator and preſerver of the univerſe,

has been their firm belief in every age ; and under

the influence of that doctrine , their conduct has

been regulated through a ſucceſſion of years. The

progreſs of knowlege and philoſophy, aided by

divine revelation , having enlightened the minds of

men with the knowlege of the true God , and the

ſacred tenets of the Chriſtian faith , Mafons have

readily acquieſced in a religion ſo wiſely calculated

to make men happy . But in thoſe countries where

the goſpel has not reached , or Chriſtianity diſplayed

her beauties, they have purſued the univerſal reli

G3
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gion of nature ; that is , to be good men and true,

by whatever denomination or perfuafion they may

be diſtinguiſhed ; and by this univerſal fyltem , the

conduc of the fraternity ſtill continues to be re

gulated . A cheerful compliance with the eſta

bliſhed religion of the country in which they live,

is earneſtly recommended in their aſſemblies ; and

this univerſal conformity, notwithſtanding private

ſentiment and opinion , is an art practiſed by them ,

and effects the laudable purpoſe of conciliating true

friendſhip among men of every perſuaſion, while it

proves the cement of general union.

It may not be improper to ſtate , that Maſonry

teaches us not to deviate from the line of inſtruc

tion in which we have been educated , or to diſ

regard the principles of religion that we have been

originally taught. Though we are to ſuit our .

ſelves to circumſtances and ſituation in the cha

racter of Mafons, we are adviſed never to forget

the wife maxims of our parents, or defert the faith

in which we are nurtured , unleſs from conviction

we are juſtified in making a change ; and in effect

ing that change, Maſonry has no ſhare. The tenets

of the inſtitution interfere with no particular faith ,

but are alike reconcilable to all . Hence religious

and political diſputes never engage the attention of

Maſons in their private ſeminaries. Thoſe points

are left to the diſcuſſion and determination of other

aſſociations for whom the theme is better calcu .

lated ; as it is a certain truth, that the wiſeft lyf.

tems are more frequently injured than benefited

by religious cavil.
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Notwithſtanding the happieſt events have ariſen

in many periods of the hiſtory of the world, from

the efforts of a wiſe, pious, learned, and moderate

clergy, ſeconded by the influence and authority of

religious princes , whoſe counſels and examples have

always had a commanding power, which has en

abled them to do good with a facility peculiar to

themſelves ; it muſt have been obſerved with a gea

nerous concern, that thoſe efforts have not been ,

fufficient to extinguiſh the unhappy ſpirit of fana -

ticiſm , of whoſe deplorable effects almoſt every age

has exhibited a ſtriking picture. Enthuſiaſtical

fects have been perpetually inventing new forms

of religion, by working on the paſſions of the

ignorant and unwary ; deriving their rules of faith

and manners from the fallacious ſuggeſtions of a

warm imagination, rather than from the clear and

infallible dictates of the word of God . One fet

of men has covered religion with a tawdry habit

of type and allegory ; while another has converted

it into an inſtrument of diffention and diſcord .

The diſcerning mind may eaſily trace the unhappy

conſequences of departing from the divine fimplie

city of the goſpel, and loading its pure and heaven

ly doctrines with the inventions and command

ments of men . The tendency of true religion is to

ſtrengthen the ſprings of government, by purify

ing the motives and animating the zeal of thofe

who govern , to promote the virtues which exalt a

nation , by rendering its inhabitants good ſubjects

and true patriots, and by confirming all the effen

tial bonds and obligations of civil ſociety. The

G4
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enemies of religion are the enemies of mankind ;

and it is the natural tendency of infidelity and

licentiouſneſs to diffolve the moſt facred obliga

tions, to remove the moſt powerful motives to vir

tue, and, by corrupting the principles of indivi

duals , to poiſon the ſources of public order and

tranquillity .

Such are the miſchieſs ariſing from zeal and

enthuſiaſm , carried to exceſs. When the prin .

ciples of Maſonry are underſtood and practiſed,

they are the beſt correctors of miſguided zeal and

unreſtrained licentiouſneſs, and prove the ableſt

ſupport of every well -regulated government.

Page 115. Howe commethe maçonnes more

teachers than cdher menne ? ] The anſwer implies,

that Mafons, from the nature and government of

their aſſociation , have greater opportunities than

other men, to improve their talents , and therefore

are allowed to be better qualified to inſtruct others.

Mr. Locke's obſervation on Maſons having the

art of finding new arts, is judicious, and his

explanation juſt. The fraternity have always made

the ſtudy of the arts, a principal part of their pri

vate amuſement : in their aſſemblies, nice and dif

ficult theories have been canvaffed and explained ;

new diſcoveries produced , and thoſe already known,

illuſtrated . The different claſſes eſtabliſhed , the

gradual progreſſion of knowlege communicated ,

and the regularity obſerved throughout the whole

ſyſtem of their government, are evident proofs,

that thoſe who are initiated into the myſteries of

the maſonic Art, may diſcover new arts ; and this
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knowlege is acquired by inſtruction from , and fa

miliar intercourſe with , men of genius and ability ,

on almoſt every important branch of ſcience .

Page 115. What dothe the maçonnes concele

and hyde ?] The anſwer imports , the art of find

ing new arts , for their profit and praiſe ; and then

particulariſes the different arts they carefully con

ceal. Mr. Locke's remark, That this ſhews too

€ much regard for their own ſociety, and too little

• for the reſt of mankind, is rather ſevere, when

he has before admitted the propriety of concealing

from the world what is of no real public utility,

left, by being converted to bad uſes, the conſe

quences might be prejudicial to fociety. By the

word praiſe, is here meant, that honour and re

fpect to which Maſons are entitled , as the friends

of ſcience and learning, and which is abſolutely

neceſſary to give a ſanction to the wiſe doctrines

they propagate, while their fidelity gives ' them a

claim to eſteem , and the rectitude of their man .

ners demands veneration .

Of all the arts which the Maſons profefs, the

art of ſecrecy particularly diſtinguiſhes them

Taciturnity is a proof of wiſdom , and is allowed

to be of the utmoſt importance in the different

tranſactions of life . The beſt writers have de.

clared it to be an art of ineſtimable value ; and

that it is agreeable to the Deity himſelf, may be

eaſily conceived, from the glorious example which

he gives, in concealing from´ mankind the ſecrets

of his providence . The wiſeſt of men cannot

pry into the arcana of heaven ; nor can they divine

to -day, what to -morrow may bring forth .

G 5
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Many inſtances might be adduced from hiſtory ,

to ſhew the high veneration which was paid to the

art of ſecrecy by the ancients. Pliny informs us,

that Anaxarchus, being impriſoned with a view

to extort from him ſome ſecrets with which he

had been intruſted, and dreading that exquifite

torture would induce him to betray his truſt, bit

his tongue in the middle, and threw it in the face

of Nicocreon, the tyrant of Cyprus.- No tor

ments could make the ſervants of Plancus betray

the ſecrets of their maſter ; they encountered every

pain with fortitude, and ſtrenuouſly ſupported their

fidelity, amidſt the moſt ſevere tortures, till death

put a period to their ſufferings. - The Athenians

bowed to a ſtatue of braſs, which was repreſented

without a tongue, co denote ſecrecy.--- 'The Egyp .

tians worſhipped Harpocrates , the god of. filence,

who was always repreſented holding his finger at

his mouth . - The Romans had their goddeſs of

filence , named Angerona, to whom they offered

worſhip . - Lycurgus, the celebrated law.giver, as

well as Pythagoras, the great ſcholar, particularly

recommended this virtue ; eſpecially the laſt, who,

as we have before obſerved, kept his diſciples filent

during five years, that they might learn the valu

able ſecrets he had to communicate unto them .

This evinces that he deemed ſecrecy the rareſt, as

well as the nobleſt art*.

The following ſtory is related by a Roman hiſtorian ( Aulus

Gellius ) ; which , as it may be equally pleaſing and inſtructive , we

thall inſert at full length.

The ſenators of Rome had ordained , that, during their con

fultations in the ſenate - houſe, each ſenator ſhould be permitted to

bring his ſon with bim , who was to depart, if occafion required ;

8
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Mr. Locke has made ſeveral judicioas obſerva

tions on the anſwer which is given to the queſtion

but this favour was not general, being reſtricted only to the fons

of noblemen ; who, in thoſe days, were tutored from their infancy

in the virtue of ſecrecy , and thereby qualified , in their riper years,

to diſcharge the moſt important offices of government with fidelity

and wiſdom . About this time it happened , that the ſenators met

on a very important caſe, and the affair requiring mature deliberam

tion , they were detained longer than uſual in the ſenate -houſe , and

the conclufion of their determination was adjourned to the following

day ; each member engaging, in the mean time, to keep ſecret the

proceedings of the meeting . Among other noblemen's ſons who

attended on the occaſion , was the ſon of the grave Papyrns; a

family of great renown and ſplendor. This youth was no leſs

remarkable for the extent of his genius, than for the prudence of his

deportment. On his return home, his mother, anxious to known

what important caſe had been debated in the ſenate that day , which

had detained the ſenators ſo long beyond the uſual hour, intreated

him to relate the particulars. The noble and virtuous youth told

her, it was a buſineſs not in his power to reveal, he bei: z folemnly

enjoined to filence . On hearing this, her importunities were more

earneit, and her inquiries more minute . By fair fpeeches and in

treaties, with liberal promiſes, ſhe endeavoured to break open this

little caſket of ſecrecy ; but theſe proving ineffectuai, the adopted

rigorous meaſures, and had recourſe to ſtripes and violent threats ;

bzing determined that force ſhould extort, what fenity could not

effect. The youth , finding his mo:her's threats to be very harſh ,

but her ſtripes more fevere, with a noble and heroic ſpirit, thus en

deavoured to relieve her anxiety, without viola: ing his fidelity :

Masim , you may well blame the ſenate for their long fitting,

6 at least for preſuming to call in queſtion a caſe ſo truly imper

tinent ; except the wives of the fenators are allowed to conſuit on

• it , there can be no hope of a conclufon. I ſpeak this only from

( my own opinion ; I know their gravity will eaſily confound my

• juvenile apprehenfions ; yel , whether nature or duty inftructs me

to do ſo, I cannot tell . It ſeems neceſlary to them , for the increaſe

• of people, and the public good, that every ſenator ſhould be allowed

• two wives ; or otherwiſe , their wives two huſbands. I ſhall

hardly incline to call , under one roof, two men by the name of

• father ; I had rather with cheerfulneſs faluté two women by the

• name of mother. This is the queſtion, Madam , and to -mortow

< it is to be determined .'

66



132
ILLUSTRATIONS

here propoſed. His being in the dark concerning

the meaning of the faculty of Abrac, I am no

His mother hearing this , and he ſeeming unwilling to reveal it, the

took it for an infallible truth . Her blood was quickly fired , and

rage enſued . Without inquiring any farther into the merits of the

caſe , the immediately diſpatched meſſengers to all the other ladies

and matrons of Rome, to acquaint them of the weighty affair under

deliberation in the ſenate, which fo nearly concerned the peace and

welfare of their whole lives . The melanchoiy news ſoon ſpread a

general alarm ; and many conjectures were formed . The ladies,

reſolved to give their alliſtance in the deciſion of this weighty point,

immediately aſſembled. Headed by young Papyrus's mother, next

morning they proceeded to the fenate- houſe ; and though it is re

marked , that a parliament of women is feldom governed by one

ſpeaker, yet the affair being urgent, the hafte pertinent, and the caſe

(on their behalf ) of the utmoſt conſequence, the revealing woman

muſt ſpeak for all the reſt. It was agreed, that the thould inſiſt on

the neceſſity of the concurrence of the ſenators' wives to the deter

mination of a law in which they were ſo particularly intereſted .

When they came to the door of the ſenate -houſe, ſuch a noiſe was

made, for admiſſion to fit with their huſbands in this grand con

ſultation , that all Rome ſeemed to be in an uproar. Their buſineſs,

however, muſt be known, before they could gain an audience . This

being complied with, and their admiſſion granted , ſuch an elabora e

oration was made by the female ſpeaker on the occaſion in behalf of

her ſex, as aſtoniſhed the whole ſenators. She requeſted, that the

matter might not be haſtily determined , but be ſeriouſly canvaſſed

according to juſtice and equily ; and expreſſed the determined reſo

lutions of herſelf and her filters, to oppoſe a meaſure ſo unconftitu .

tional , as that of permitting one huſband to have two wives, who

could ſcarcely pleaſe one. She propoſed, in the name of her fifters,

as the moſt effectual way of peopling the ſtate , that if any altera .

tion were to be made in the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of Rome, women

might be permitted to have two huſbands. The ſenators being in

formed of Papyrus's ſcheme to preſerve his reputation , and the

riddle being publicly folved, the ladies were greatly confounded , and

departed with bluſhing cheeks ; while the noble youth, who had

proved himſelf worthy of his truſt, was highly commended for his

fidelity. To avoid a like tumult in future, it was reſolved , that

the cuſtom of introducing the ſons of ſenators ſhould be aboliſhed .

Papyrus, however, on account of the attachment to his word, and
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ways ſurpriſed at , nor can I conceive how he could

otherwiſe be . ABRAC is an abbreviation of the

word ABRACADABRA. In the days of ignorance

and ſuperſtition, that word had a magical ſignifi

cation , but the explanation of it is now loft* .

his diſcreet policy , was excepted from this reſtri&tion , and ever after

wards freely admitted into the ſenate - houſe, where many honours

were conferred upon him .

The virtue and fidelity of young Papyrus are indeed worthy of

imitation : but the Maſons have ſtill a more glorious example in

their own body , of a brother, accompliſhed in every art, who, rather

than forfeit his honour, or betray his truſt, fell a facrifice to the

cruel hand of a barbarous aſſaſſin .

* Mr. Hutchinſon , in his ingenious treatiſe ,, intitled The Spirit

of Malonry, gives the following explanation of the word ABRAC,

which , as it is curious, I ſhall here infert in that gentleman's own

words.

“ ABRAC, or À BRACAR, was a name which Baſilides, a religious

« of the ſecond century, gave to God ; who, he ſaid , was the author

( 6 of three hundred and fixty -five.

" The author of this fuperftition is ſaid to have lived in the

“ time of Adrian , and that it had its name after ABRASAN or

“ ABRAXAS , the denomination which Bafilides gave to the Deity.

“ He called him the Supreme God , and aſcribed to him ſeven ſub

« ordinate powers or angels, who preſided over the heavens : and

“ alſo, according to the number of the days in the year, held, that

" three hundred and fixty - five virtues, powers, or intelligencies,

« exiſted as the emanations of God ; the value, or numerical

56 diſtinction of the letters in the word , according to the ancient

6 Greek numerals, made 365.

A B р А X A Z.

60

“ Among antiquaries, ABRAXAs is an antique gem, or ſtone,

66 with the word ABRAXAS engraved on it. There are a great many

6. kinds of them, of various figures and sizes, moſtly as old as the

" third century. Perſons profeſſing the religious principles of Ba.

« filides wore this gem with great veneration as an amulet, from

“ whoſe virtues, and the protection of the Deity , to whom it was

“ 6 confecrated , and with whoſe name it was inſcribed, the wearer

“ derived hcalth, proſperity , and ſafety.

1 2 100 1 I 200
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Our celebrated annotator has taken no notice of

the Maſons having the art of working miracles ,

and foreſaying things to come. But this was cer

trinly not the leaſt important of their doctrines.

Hence aſtrology was admitted as one of the arts

which they taught, and the ſtudy of it warmly

recommended .

The ancient philoſophers applied with unwea

ried diligence to diſcover the aſpects, magnitude,

diſtances, motions, and revolutions of the hea

venly bodies ; and, according to the diſcoveries

they made, pretended to foretell future events,

and to determine concerning the fecrets of Provi.

dence. This ſtudy became, in a courſe of time,
a regular ſcience.

That aſtrology, however vain and deluſive in

itſelf, has proved extremely uſeful to mankind, by

promoting the excellent ſcience of aſtronomy,

cannot be denied. The vain hope of reading the

fates of men, and the ſucceſs of their deſigns, has

been one of the ſtrongeſt motives to induce them,

* There is depoſited in the British Muſeum ſuch a gem , which

66 is a beſil itone of the form of an egg . The head is in camio ,

“ the reverſe in taglio.

“ In church hiſtory, Abrax is noted as a myſtical term, ex.

“ preſling the Supreme God ; under whom the Bafilidians ſuppoſed

« tbree hundred and fixty - five dependent deities : it was the prin.

" eiple of the gnoſtic hierarchy, whence ſprang their multitudes of

« thaons. From A BRAXAS proceeded their PRIMOGENIAL MIND ;

from the primogenial mind, the Logus , or word ; from the

« Logos, the PHRONÆSIS , or prudence ; from the Phronæſis,

“ SOPHIA and DYNAMIS, or wiſdom and ſtrength , from theſe two

o proceeded PRINCIPALITIES, Powers , and ANGELS ; and

« from theſe , other angels, to the number of three hundred and

« Gixty -fivè, who were ſuppoſed to have the government of ſo many

“ celeſtial orbs committed to their care . "
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in all countries, to an attentive obſervation of the

celeſtial bodies ; whence they have been taught to

meaſure time, to mark the duration of ſeafons,

and to regulate the operations of agriculture.

The ſcience of aſtrology, which is nothing.

more than the ſtudy of nature , and the knowlege

of the ſecret virtues of the heavens, is founded

on ſcripture, and confirmed by reafon and expe

rience. Mofes tells us , that the ſun , moon , and

ſtars, were placed in the firmament, to be for ſigns

as well as for ſeaſons. We find the Deity thus

addreſſing Job, “ Canſt thou bind the ſweet influ

<< ences of the Pleiades, or looſe the bonds of

6 Orion ? " We are inſtructed in the Book of

Judges, that “ they fought from heaven ; the ſtars

“ in their courſes fought againſt Siſera.” The

ancient philofophers were unanimous in the ſame

opinion ; and among the moderns, we may cite

Lord Bacon and ſeveral others as giving it a fanc

tion . Milton thus expreſſes himſelf on the ſub

ject :

Of planetary motions and a pels

Infextile, ſquare, and trine, and oppoſite,

Of noxious efficacy, and when to join

In ſynod unbenign, and taught the fixed

Their influence malignant when to ſhower, & c.

It is well known that inferior animals, and even

birds and reptiles, have a foreknowlege of futu

rity ; and ſurely Nature never intended to with

hold from man thoſe favours, which ſhe has fo

liberally beſtowed on the raven , the cat, and the

ſow ? No, the aches in our limbs, and the ſhoot .
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ings of our corns, before a tempeſt or a ſhower ,

evince the contrary. Man, who is a microcoſm ,

or world in miniature, unites in himſelf all the

powers and qualities which are ſcattered through

out nature , and diſcerns from certain ſigns the

future contingencies of his being ; finding his

way through the palpable obſcure to the viſible diur .

nal and nocturnal ſphere, he marks the preſages and

predictions of his happineſs or miſery. The

myſterious and recondite doctrine of ſympathies

in Nature, is admirably illuſtrated from the ſym

pathy between the moon and the ſea , by which

the waters of the ocean are , in a certain though

inconceivable manner, drawn after that luminary .

In theſe celeſtial and terreſtrial fympathies, there

is no doubt that the vegetative foul of the world

transfers a ſpecific virtue from the heavens to the

elements, to animals , and to man.
If the moon

alone rule the world of waters, what effects

muſt the combination of folar, ftellar, and lu

nar influences have upon the land ? In ſhort,

it is univerſally confeffed, that aſtrology is the

mother of aſtronomy; and though the daugh

ter hath rebelled againſt the mother, it has

long been predicted and expected that the vene

rable authority of the parent would prevail in

the end .

Page 117. Wylle he teche me thay ſame artes? ]

By the anſwer to this queſtion, we learn the ne

ceffary qualifications which are required in a can

didate for maſonry - a good character, and an

able capacity
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Page 117. Dothe all maçonnes kunne more

then odher menne ?] The anſwer only implies,

that Maſons have a better opportunity than the

reſt of mankind , to improve in uſeful knowlege ;

but a want of capacity in ſome, and of application

in others , obſtructs the progreſs of many .

Page 117. Are maçonnes gudder menne then

odhers ?] Maſons are not underſtood to be collect

ively more virtuous in their lives and actions, than

other men ; but it is an undoubted fact, that a

ftrict conformity to the rules of the profeffion

may make them better than they otherwiſe would

be.

Page 117. Dothe maçonnes love eidher odher

myghtylye as beeth fayde ?] The anſwer to this

queſtion is truly great, and is judiciouſly remarked

upon by the learned annotator.

By the anſwers to the three laſt queſtions, the

objections of cavillers againſt Maſonry are amply

refuted ; the excellency of the inſtitution is diſa

played ; and every cenſure, on account of the

tranſgreſſions of its profeflors, entirely removed.

A bad man , whoſe character is known , can never

be enrolled in our records ; and ſhould we un

warily be led to receive an improper object, then

our endeavours are exerted to reform him : ſo that,

by being a Mafon , it is probable he may become a

better ſubject to his ſovereign, and a more valuable

member to the ſtate, than he would have done had

he not been in the way of thoſe advantages.

To conclude, Mr. Locke's obſervations on this

curious manuſcript deſerve a ſerious and careful
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examination , and though he was not at the time

one of the brotherhood, he feems pretty clearly to

have comprehended the value and importance of

the ſyſtem it was intended to illuſtrate.

therefore fairly conjecture, that the favourable

opinion he conceived of the Society of Mafons

before his admiffion, was ſufficiently confirmed

after his initiation .

We may
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BOOK IV.

THE HISTORY OF MASONRY IN ENGLAND, &c.

SECT. I.1

NIaſonry early introduced into England.--Account of

the Druids.-- Progreſs of Maſonry in England

under the Romans.-- Mafons highly favoured by

St. Alban.

THE
He hiſtory of Britain, previous to the invaſion

of the Romans, is ſo mixed with fable, as

not to afford any ſatisfactory account, either of the

original inhabitants of the iſland, or of the arts

practiſed by them. It appears, however, from the

writings of the beſt hiſtorians, that they were not

deftitute of genius or taſte. There are yet in

being the reinains of fome ftupendous works,

executed by them much earlier than the time of

the Romans ; and thoſe veſtiges of antiquity ,

though defaced by time, diſplay no ſmall ſhare of

ingenuity , and are convincing proofs that the ſci

ence of Maſonry was not unknown even in thoſe

rude ages.

The Druids, we are informed, retained among

them many uſages ſimilar to thoſe of Mafons; but

of what they conſiſted, at this remote period we

cannot with certainty diſcover. In conformity to

the ancient practices of the fraternity, we learn

that they held their aflemblies in woods and groves,

and obſerved the moſt impenetrable ſecrecy in their
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principles and opinions ; a circumſtance which we

have reaſon to regret, as theſe, being known only

to themſelves , muſt have periſhed with them .

The Druids were the prieſts of the Britons,

Gauls, and other Celtic nations, and were divided

into three claffes : the bards, who were poets and

muſicians, formed the firſt claſs ; the vates , who

were prieſts and phyſiologiſts, compoſed the fe

cond claſs ; and the third claſs conſiſted of the

Druids, who added moral philoſophy to the ſtudy

of phyſiology

As ſtudy and ſpeculation were the favourite

purſuits of thoſe philoſophers, it has been ſuggeſted

that they chiefly derived their ſyſtem of govern

ment-from Pythagoras . Many of his teners and

doctrines ſeem to have been adopted by them ,

In their private retreats, they entered into a diſ .

quiſition of the origin, laws, and properties of

matter, the form and magnitude of the univerſe,

and even ventured to explore the moſt ſublime

and hidden ſecrets of Nature. On theſe ſubjects

they formed a variety of hypotheſes, which they

delivered to their diſciples in verſe, in order that

they might be more eaſily retained in memory ;

and adminiſtered an oath not to commit them to

writing

In this manner the Druids communicated their

particular tenets , and concealed under the veil of

myſtery every branch of uſeful knowlege ; which

tended to ſecure to their order univerſal admiration

and reſpect, while the religious inſtructions pro

pagated by them were every where received with

reverence and ſubmiſſion . They were entruſted
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with the education of youth ; and from their ſemi

naries iſſued many curious and valuable produc

tions . As judges of law, they determined all

cauſes, ecclefiaftical and civil ; as tutors, they

taught philoſophy, aſtrology, politics, rites , and

ceremonies ; and as bards, in their ſongs they

recommended the heroic deeds of great men to

the imitation of pofterity.

To enlarge on the uſages that prevailed among

thoſe ancient philoſophers, on which we can offer

at bilt but probable conjectures, would be a need

leſs waſte of time ; we ſhall therefore leave the

experienced Maſon to make hisown reflections on

the affinity of their practices to the rites eſtabliſhed

among the fraternity , and proceed to a diſquiſi

tion of other particulars and occurrences better

authenticated , and of more importance.

On the arrival of the Romans in Britain , arts

and ſciences began to flouriſh . According to the

progreſs of civilization , Maſonry roſe into eſteem ;

hence we find that Cæſar, and ſeveral of the

Roman generals who ſucceeded him in the govern

ment of this iſland , ranked as patrons and pro

tectors of the Craft. Although at this period, the

fraternity were employed in erecting walls, forts,

bridges, cities, temples, palaces, courts of juſtice,

and other ſtately works, hiſtory is filent reſpecting

their mode of government, and affords no inform

ation in regard to the uſages and cuſtoms prevalent

among them. Their lodges and conventions were

regularly held , but being open only to the initiated

fellows, the legal reſtraints they were under, pre.
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vented the public communication of their private

tranſactions.

The wars which afterwards broke out between

the conquerors and conquered, conſiderably ob

ſtructed the progreſs of Maſonry in Britain , ſo

that it continued in a very low ſtate till the time

of the emperor Caraufius, by whom it was revived

under his own immediate auſpices. Having ſhaken

off the Roman yoke, he contrived the moſt effec

tual means to render his perſon and government

acceptable to the people, and affuming the

character of a Mafon, he acquired the love and

eſteem of the moſt enlightened part of his ſubjects.

He pofleffed real merit, encouraged learning and

learned men , improved the country in the civil

arts ; and, in order to eſtabliſh an empire in Bri .

tain , he collected into his dominions the beſt

workmen and artificers from all parts, all of whom,

under his auſpices, enjoyed peace and tranquillity .

Among the firſt claſs of his favourites , came the

Maſons ; for their tenets lie profeffed the highest

veneration, and appointed Albanus, his. ſteward ,

the principal ſuperintendant of their aſſemblies.

Under his patronage, lodges and conventions of

the fraternity were regularly formed, and the

rites of Maſonry practiſed . To enable the Mafons

to hold a general council to eſtabliſh their own

government, and correct errors among themſelves ,,

he granted to them a charter, and commanded

Albanus to preſide over them in perſon as Grand

Maſter. This worthy knight proved a zealous

friend to the Craft, and afterwards affifted at the
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initiation of many perſons into the myſteries of

the Order. To this council , the name of Aſſem

bly was afterwards given*.

Albanus was born at Verulam, (now St. Alban's,

in Hertfordſhire,) of a noble family. In his

youth he travelled to Rome, where he ſerved

ſeven years under the Emperor Diocletian . On

his rerurn home, by the example and perſuaſion

of Amphibalus of Caer-leon , (now Cheſter,) who

had accompanied him in his travels , he was con

verted to the Chriſtian faith , and, in the tenth

and laſt perſecution of the Chriſtians, was be

headed , A. D. 303.

St. Alban was the firſt who ſuffered martyrdom

for the Chriſtian religion in Britain, of wh

venerable Bede gives the following account . The

Roman governor having been informed that St.

Alban harboured a Chriſtian in his houſe, fent a

party of ſoldiers to apprehend Amphibalus. St.

* An old Ms. which was deſtroyed with many others in 1720,

ſaid to bave been in the poffeffion of Nicholas Stone, a curious

ſculpior under Inigo Jones, contains the following* particulars :

St Alban loved Maſons wil , and cheriſhid them much , and

I made their pay righe good ; for he gave them ijs. per weeke, and

• iijd. to their cheert ; whereas , before that time, in all the land, a

• Maſon had bui a penny a day , and his meat, until St. Alban

o mended itt. And he gott them a charter from the King and his

6 counſeil for to hold a general counſeli, and gave itt to name Aſ.

I remblie . l'hereat he was himtelfe, and did helpe to make Mafons,

6 and gave them good charges . '

+ A MS . written in the reign of James II . before cited in this

volu ne, con ains an acc : unt of this circumftance , and increaſes the

weekly pay to 3s . 6d . and 3d . a day for the bearers of burdens.
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Alban immediately put on the habit of his gueſt *,

and preſented himſelf to the officers. Being car

ried before a magiſtrate, he behaved with ſuch a

manly freedom , and ſo powerfully ſupported the

cauſe of his friend, that he not only incurred the

diſpleaſure of the judge, but brought upon him

ſelf the punishment above ſpecified .

The old conftitutions affirm , that St. Alban was

employed by Carauſius to environ the city of Ve

rulain with a wall , and to build for him a plendid

palace ; and that , to reward his diligence in exe

cuting thoſe works, the Emperor appointed him

fteward of his houſehold , and chief ruler of the

realm. However this may be , from the corrobo

rating teſtimonies of ancient hiſtorians , we are

aſſured that this knight was a celebrated architect,

and a real encourager of able workmen ; it cannot

therefore be ſuppoſed, that Free-maſonry would be

neglected under ſo eminent a patron .

* The garment which Alban wore upon this occaſion was called

a Caracalla ; it was a kind of cloke with a cowl , reſembling the

veſtment of the Jewiſh prieſis. Walſingham relates , that it was

preſerved in a large cheſt in the church of Ely, which was opened in

the reign of Edward II . A. D. 1314 ; and Thomas Rudburn , an .

other writer of equal authority , confirms this relation ; and adds,

That there was found with his garment an old writing in thefs

words : “ This is the Caracalla of Si . Amphibalus, the monk and

• p :eceptor of St. Alban ; in which that proto- martyr of England

o ſuffered death, under the cruel perſecution of Diocletian against

# the Chriſtians,
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SECT. II ..

Hiſtory of Maſonry in England under St. Aufring

King Alfred, and Athelftane ; and alſo under the

Knights Templars.

AFTER the departure of the Romans from Bri

tain, Maſonry made but a ſlow progreſs, and in a

little time was almoſt totally neglected, on ac

count of the irruptions of the Picts and Scots,

which obliged the ſouthern inhabitants of the

iſland to folicit the affiſtance of the Saxons, to

Tepel theſe invaders. As the Saxons increaſed ,

the native Britons ſunk into obfcurity, and ere

long yielded the ſuperiority to their protectors,

acknowleging their ſovereignty and jurifdi&ion.

Theſe rough and ignorant heathens, deſpiſing every

thing but war, foon put a finiſhing ſtroke to all the

remains of ancient learning which had eſcaped the

fury of the Picts and Scots . They continued their

depredations with unreſtrained rigour , till the ar

rival of ſome pious teachers from Wales and Scot

land, when many of theſe ſavages being reconciled

to Chriſtianity, Maſonry got into repute , and

lodges were again formed * ; but theſe being under

the direction of foreigners, were ſeldom convened ,

and never attained to any degree of conſideration

or importance .

Maſonry continued in a declining. Itate till the

year 557, when Auſtin , with forty more monks,

among whom the ſciences had been preſerved , came

into England. Auſtin was commiſſioned by popo

** See the Eook of Conftitutions,

H
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Gregory , to baptize Ethelbert king of Kent, who apa

pointed him the firſt archbiſhop ofCanterbury. This

monk, and his aſſociates, propagated the principles

of Chriſtianity among the inhabitants of Britain ,

and by their influence, in little more than ſixty

years, all the kings of the heptarchy were con

verted . Maſonry flouriſhed under the patronage

of Auſtin , and many foreigners came at this time

into England, who introduced the Gothic ſtyle of

building . Auſtin ſeems to have been a zealous

encourager of architecture, and appeared at the

head of the fraternity in founding the old cathedral

of Canterbury in 600, and the cathedral of Ro .

cheſter in 602 ; St. Paul's, London , in 604 ; St.

Peter's , Weſtminſter, in 605 ; and many others *.

Several palaces and caſtles were built under his

aufpices, as well as other fortifications on the bor

ders of the kingdom , by wllich means the number

of Maſons in England was confiderably increaſed .

Some expert brethren arriving from France in

680, formed themſelves into a lodge under the.

direction of Bennet, abbot of Wirral, who was

foon after appointed by Kenred, king of Mercia,

inſpector of the lodges, and general ſuperintendant

of the Maſons.

During the heptarchy, Maſonry continued in a

low ſtate ; but in the year 856, it revived under the

patronage of St. Swithin , who was employed by

Ethelwolph, the Saxon king, to repair ſome pious

houſes ; and from that time it gradually improved

till the reign of Alfred, A. D. 872, when , in the

perſon of that prince, it found a zealous protector.

* See the Monafticon Anglicanum.
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Maſonry has generally kept pace with the pro

greſs of learning ; the patrons and encouragers of

the latter having been moſt remarkable for culti

vating and promoting the former . No prince

ftudied more to poliſh and improve the under

ſtandings of his fubjects than Alfred , and no one

ever proved a better friend to Maſonry. By his

indefatigable affiduity in the purſuit of knowlege,

his example had powerful influence, and he ſpeedily
reformed the diffolute and barbarous manners of

his people . Mr. Hume, in his Hiſtory of Eng

land, relates t'ie following particulars of this cele

brated prince :

“ Alfred uſually divided his time into three

equal portions : one was employed in fleep, and

the refection of his body by diet and exerciſe ; ans

other, in the diſpatch of buſineſs; and a third , in

ſtudy and devotion. That he might more exactly

meafure the hours, he made uſe of burning tapers

of equal lengths, which he fixed in lanterns ; an

expedient ſuited to that rude age, when the art of

deſcribing ſun -dials, and the mechaniſm of clocks

and watches, were totally unknown . By this re.

gular diſtribution of time, though he often la

boured under great bodily infirmities, this martial

hero, who fought in perſon fifty - ſıx battles by fea

and land , was able , during a life of no extraordi

nary length , to acquire more knowlege, and even

to compoſe more books, than moſt ſtudious men,

bleſſed with greater leiſure and application, have

done in more fortunate ages."

As this prince was not negligent in encouraging

the mechanical arts, Maſonry claimed a great part

H 2
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of his attention . He invited from all quarters in

daſtrious foreigners to repeople his country, which

had been deſolated by the ravages of the Danes.

He introduced and encouraged manufactures of

all kinds among them : no inventor or improver of

any ingenious art did he ſuffer to go unrewarded ;

and he appropriated a ſeveoth part of his revenue

for maintaining a number of workmen , whom he

conſtantly employed in rebuilding his ruined cities,

caſtles, palaces, and monafteries. The univerſity

of Oxford was founded by him .

On the death of Alfred in goo, Edward ſuc

ceeded to the throne, during whoſe reign the Ma

fons continued to hold their lodges under the

fanction of Ethred, his fifter's huſband, and

Ethelward, his brother, to whom the care of the

fraternity was intrufted. Ethelward was a prince

of great learning, and an able architect ; he found

ed the univerſity of Cambridge.

Edward died in 924 , and was ſucceeded by

Athelſtane his fun , who appointed his brother Ed

win, patron of the Maſons. This prince procured

a charter from Athelftane, empowering them to

meet annually in communication at York, where

the firſt Grand Lodge of England was formed in

926, at which Edwin preſided as Grand Maſter.

Here many old writings were produced in Greek,

Latin , and other languages, from which the con

ftitutions of the Englih lodges are originally

derived * .

* A record of the ſociety written in the reign of Edward IV.

faid to have been in the poffeffion of the famous Elias Alhmole,

founder of the Muſeum at Oxford, and which was unfortunately done
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Athelſtane kept his court for ſome time at York ,

where he received feveral emballies from foreign

8

ftroyed, with other papers on the ſubject of Maſonry; at the Revolution ,

gives the following accouni of the itate of Maſonry at this period :

• That though she ancient records of tire brotherhood in England

* were many of them deſtroyed , or loft , in the wars of the Saxons

ånd Danes, yet king Athelitane, ( the grandfon of king Alfrede the

• Great, a mighty architect , ) the firſt annvinted king of Engiand ,

• and who tranſlated the Holy Bible into the Saxon tongue ,

( A. D. 930, ) when he had brought the land into reſt and peace,

.built many great works, and encouraged many Maſons from

• France, who were appointed overſeers thereof, and brought with

• them the charges and regulations of the lodges , preſerved. Since the

* Roman times ; who alſo prevailed with the king to improve the

• conſtitution of the Englim lodges according to the foreign models

" and to increaſe the wagesof working Maſons.

That the ſaid king's brother, prince Edwin , being taught

“Maſonry, and taking upon him the charges of a Maſter -Maſon ,

for the love he had to the faid craft, and the honourable principles

" whereon it is grounded, purchaſed a frec charter of king. A the stane,

6.for the Maſons having a correction among themſelves , ( as it was

' anciently expreſſed,) or a freedom and power to regulate them

& ſelves, to amend what might happen amiſs, and to hold a yearly

i communication and general allembly.

6- That accordingly prince Edwin ſummoned all the Mafons in

• the realm to meet him in a congregation at York, who came and

• compoſed a general lodge, of which he was Grand Maſter ; and

• having brought with them all the writings and records extant, ſome

« in Greek, fome in Latin, ſome in French, and other languages,

• from the contents thereof that aſſembly did frame the conſtitution

6. and charges of an Engliſh lodge , made a law to preſerve and

..obſerve the ſame in all time coming, and ordained good pay for

6 - working maſons, &c. '

From this æra we date the re - establiſhment of Free maſonry in

England . There is at preſent a Grand Lodge of Maſons in the city

of York , who trace their exiſtence from this period . By virtue of

Edwin's charter, it is ſaid , all the Mafons, in the realm were con

vened at a general aflembly in that city , where they eſtabli Ilved a :

general or grand Lodge for their future government. Under the

patronage and juriſdi&tion of this Grand Lodge, it is alleged , the

fraternity conſiderably increaſed, and kings, princes , and other emia

1
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priness, with rich preſents of various kinds. He

was loved, honoured, and admired by all the

nent perſons, who had been initiated into Maſonry, paid due allegiance

to that Grand Aliembly . But as the events of the times were various

and fluctuating, that Aſſembly was more or leſs reſpectable ; and in

propition as Maſonry obtained encouragement , its influence was

more or leſs exter five. The appellation of Ancient York Majons, is

well known in Ireland and Scotland ; and the univerſal tradition is ,

that the brethren of that appellation originated at Auldby near

, York. This carries with it ſome marks of confirmation , for Auldby

was the ſeat of Edwin.

There is every reaſon to believe that York was deemed the ori .

ginal ſeat of maſonic government in this country ; as no other place

has pretended to claim it, and as the whole fraternity have, at various

times, univerſally acknowleged allegiance to the authority eſtabliſhed

therc : but whether the preſent aſi.ciation in that city be entitled to

that allegiance , is a ſubject of inquiry which is not my province

to inveſtigate. To that afſembly recourſe muſt be had for informa .

tion . - Thus much, however, is certain , that if a General Aſſembly

or Grand Lodge was held there, ( of which there is little doubt if

we can rely on our records and conftitutions , as it is ſaid to have

exiſtel there in Queen Elizabeth's time, ) there is no evidence of its

regular removal to any other place in the kingdom ; and upon that

ground , the brethren at York may probably claim the privilege of

affociating in that character. A number of reſpectable meetings of

the fraternity appear to have been convened at fundry times in dif

ferent parts of England ; but we cannot find an inſtance on record , till

a very jate period , of a general meeting ( ſo called ) being held in any

other place beſide York.

To underſtand this matter more clearly , it may be neceſſary to

advert to the original inſtitution of that aſſembly, called a General or

Grand Lodge. It was noć then restricted , as it is now underſtood to

be , to the Maſters and Wardens of private lodges, with the Grand

Maſter and his Wardens at their head ; it conſiſted of as many of

the fraternity at large as , being within a convenient diſtance , could

attend , once or twice in a year, under the auſpices of one general

head, elected and installed at one of theſe meetings, and who, for the

time being, received homage as the fo ! e governor of the whole body :

The idea of confining the privileges of Maſonry , by a warrant of

conſtitution , to certain individuals , convened on certain days, at cer .

tain places, had no exiſtence . There was but one family among
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princes of Europe, who fought his friendſhip and

courted his alliance . He was a mild ſovereign, a

kind brother, and a true friend .. The only blemiſh

which hiſtorians find in the whole reign of Athel

ftane, is the ſuppoſed murder of his brother Edwin .

This youth , who was diſtinguiſhed for his virtues ,

having died two years before his brother, a falſe

report was ſpread, of his being wrongfully put to
)

Mafuns, and every Mafin was a branch of that family. It is true,

the privileges of the different degrees of the Order always centered:

in certain numbers of the fraternity, who, according to their advance.

ment in the Art , were authorized by the ancient charges to aſſemble

in , hold, and rule lodges , at their will and diſcretion , in ſuch places

as beſt ſuited their convenience, and when ſo afſembled, to receive

pupils and deliver inſtructions in Maſonrys but all the tribute from

theſe individuals, ſeparately and collectively, reſted ultimately in the

General Aſſen.bly , to which all the fraternity might repair, and to

whose award al ' were bound to pay ſubmiſſion

As the conſtitutions of the Engliſh Lodges are derived from this

General Aſſembly at York ; as all Maſons are bound to obſerve and

preſerve thoſe in all time coming ; and as there is no ſatisfactory

prouf that ſuch aſſembly was ever regularly removed by the reſolu

tion of its members, but that, on the contrary, the fraternity ſtill

continue to meet in that city under this appellation , it may remain

a doubt, whether, while theſe conſtitutions exiſt as the ſtandard of

maſonic conduct, that affembly may not juſtly claim the allegiance.

10 which their original authority entitled them ; and whether any

other convention of Malons, however great their conſequence may

be, can , conſiſtent with thoſe conſtitutions, withdraw their allegiance

from that aſſembly, or ſet aſide an authority , to which not only

antiquity, but the concurrent approbation of Mafons for ages, under

the moſt folemn engagements, have repeatedly given a ſanction .

It is to be regretted , that the idea of ſuperiority, and a wiflı to

acquire abſolute dominion, ſhould occaſion a conteſt among Mafons .

Were the principles of the Order better underſtood, and more gene

rally practiſed, the intention of the inſtitution would be more fully

anſwe.ed . Every Maſon would conſider his broth as his fellows

and he who, by generous and virtuous actions, could beſt promote

the happineſs of fociety, would always be muſt likely to receive

homage and reſpect.

H 4
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death by him . But this is ſo improbable in itſelf

ſo inconfiſtent with the character of Athelftane,

and indeed ſo flenderly attefted, as to be undeſery

ing a place in hiſtory

1

1

* The excellent writer of the Life of King Athelſtane * has

given clear and ſo perfect a view of this event, that the reader,

cannot receive greater ſatisfaction than in that author's own words :

“ The bufineſs of Edwin's death is a point the moſt obſcure in

the ſtory of this king , and, to ſay the truth , not one even of our

beft hiftorians hath written clearly , or with due attention, concerning .

it. The fact as commonly received is this : The king fuſpecting

his younger brother Edwin, of deſigoing to deprive him of his crown,

cauſed him, notwithſtanding his proteſtations of innocency, to be

put on board a leaky ſhip , with his armour-bearer and page. The

young prince, unable to bear the ſeverity of the weather, and want

of food , deſperately drowned himſelf. Some time after, the king's

cup.bearer, who had been the chief cauſe of this act of cruelty ,

happened , as he was ferving the king at table, to trip with one

foot, but recovering himſelf with the other, “ See,” ſaid he, plea

ſantly , how brothers afford each other, help ;' which ſtriking the

king with the remembrance of what himſelt had done, in taking off

Edwin , who might have helped him in his wars, he cauſed that

bufineſs to be more thoroughly examined , and finding his brother

had been falſely accuſed, cauſed his cup -bearer to be put to a cruel

death , endured himſelf ſeven years tharp penance, and built the two ,

monafteries of Middleton and Michelneſs, to atone for this baſe and

bloody fact t . "

Dr. Howel, ſpeaking of this ſtory , treats it as if very indifferently.

founded , and, on that account, unworthy of credit I. Simeon of

- Durham, and the Saxon Chronicle , ſay no more , than that Edwin

was drowned by his brother's command, in the year 933 ſ. Bromp,

ton places it in the firſt, or , at fartheſt, in the ſecond year of his

reign ; and he tells us the story of the rotten ſhip , and of his puniſh

ing the cup- bearer ll. William of Malmfbury , who is very circum.

ftantial, ſays, he only tells us what he heard ; but Matthew the

* Biog . Brit. vol. i . p 63. ift edit.

of Speed's Chronicle, book vii. chap . 38.

| Gen. Hiſt. P. iv. c . 2. C. 10.

Simeon Dunelm . p . 154. Chron . Saxon . p . 111 .

Chronicon , p . 828. " De Geſt . B. A. lib, ije
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The activity and princely conduct of Edwin

qualified him , in every reſpect, to preſide over ſo

celebrated a body of men as the Maſons, who

wereemployed under him in repairing and building

many churches and ſuperb edifices, which had been

deſtroyed by the ravages of the Danes and other

invaders , not only in the city of York, but at Be .

verley, and other places .

On the death of Edwin , Athelſtane undertook in

perfon the direction of the lodges, and the art of

Maſonry was propagated in peace and ſecurity un

der his ſanction .

When Athelſtane died, the Mafons diſperſed ,

and the lodges continued in an unſettled ſtate till

the reign of Edgar in 960; when the fraternity

were again collected by St. Dunftan, under whoſe

Aower -gatherer * ftamps the whole down as an indubitable truth ,

Yet theſe difcordan : dates are not to be accounted for. If he was

drowned in the ſecond, he could not be alive in the tenth year of the

king ; the firſt is the more probable date, becauſe about that time

there certainly was a conſpiracy againt king Athelftane, in order to

dethrone him, and put out his eyes, yet he did not put the author

of it to death ; is it likely then, that he thould order his brother to

be thrown into the ſea upon bare ſuſpicion ? But the reader muſt

remember, that we cite the ſame hiſtorians who have told us this

ftory , to piove , that Athelitane was unanimouſly acknowledged king,

his brethren being too young to govern ; one would think, then, they

could not be old enough to conſpire. If we take the ſecond date ,

the whole ftory is deſtroyed ; the king could not do ſeven years.

penance, for he did not live ſo long ; and as for the tale of the cup

bearer, and his ſtumbling at the king's table, "the fame ſtory is told

of Earl Godwin, who murdered the brother of Edward the Con

feffor. Laſtly , nothing is clearer from hiſtory , than that Athelſtane

was remarkably kind to his brothers and fifters, for whoſe fakes he -

lived finge, and therefore his brother had leſs temptation to conſpire

againſt hiin.

* Matib . Florileg.
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auſpices they were employed on ſome pious

ſtructures, but met with no permanent encou.

ragement.

After Edgar's death , Maſonry remained in a low

condition upwards of fifty years . In 1041 , it re

vived under the patronage of Edward the Confeſſor,

who ſuperintended the execution of ſeveral great

works. He rebuilt Weſtminſter Abbey, aſſiſted

by Leofrick earl of Coventry, whom he appointed

to ſuperintend the Maſons. The Abbey of Co.

ventry, and many other ſtructures, were finiſhed

by this accompliſhed architect .

-William the Conqueror having acquired the

crown of England in 1066, he appointed Gundulph

biſhop of Rocheſter, and Roger de Montgomery

earl of Shrewſbury, joint patrons of the Maſons,

who at this time excelled both in civil and military

architecture, Under their auſpices the fraternity

were employed in building the Tower of London,

which was completed in the reign of William

Rufus, who rebuilt London -bridge with wood,

and firſt conſtructed the palace and hall of Weſt

minſter in 1087 .

On the acceſſion of Henry I, the lodges con

tinued to aſſemble . From this prince , the firſt

Magna Charta , or charter of liberties, was obtained

by the Normans. Stephen ſucceeded Henry in

1135 , and employed the fraternity in building a

chapel at Weſtminſter , now the Houſe of Com

mons, and ſeveral other works . Theſe were

finished under the direction of Gilbert de Clare

marquis of Pembroke , who at this time preſided.

over the lodges .
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Daring the reign of Henry II , the Grand Maſter

of the Knights Templars fuperintended the Ma

fons, and employed them in building their Temple

in Fleet- ſtreet, A. D. 1155. Maſonry continued

under the patronage of this Order till the year

1199, when John ſucceeded his brother Richard

in the crown of England . Peter de Colechurch

was then appointed Grand Maſter. He began to

rebuild London -bridge with ſtone, which was

afterwards finiſhed by William Alcmain in 1209 .

Peter de Rupibus fucceeded Peter de Colechurch

in the office of Grand Maſter, and Geoffrey Fitz

Peter, chief ſurveyor of the king's works, acted

as his deputy . Under the auſpices of theſe two

artiſts, Maſonry flouriſhed during the remainder

of this and the following reign.

SECT. III.

Hifiory of Maſonry in England, during the Reigns of

Edward I. Edward II . Edward III . Richard II .

Henry V. and Henry VI.

On the acceſſion of Edward I. A. D. 1272, the

care of the Maſons was entruſted to Walter Gif .

fard , archbiſlıop of York ; Gilbert de Clare, earl

of Glouceſter ; and Ralph, lord of Mount Her

mer, the progenitor of the family of the Mon

tagues . Theſe architects ſuperintended the finish

ing of Weſtminſter Abbey, which had been begun

in 1220 , during the minority of Henry HI,

The collegiate chapel of Weftminfler, in ho.

nour of St. Stephen, was begun to be rebuilt by

king Edward ; at which the Maſonswere employedi
a
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more than two years . In the Exchequer rolls is

preſerved a curious account of the expences in

curred on that occaſion . It appearsthat the daily

pay of the carpenters was 5 d . , that of the other

workmeni, 3id ., 3 d ., and 2 d. Although the

weekly expences were but trifling, the amount of

the whole was confiderable. That the building of

this chapel was completed we are not informed ,

but we learn from Stowe that a great fire broke

out in the lefſer hall of the royal palace at Weſter

minfter, which communicated to the adjoining

monaſtery, and conſumed the whole. It does not

appear that the building was reſtored during this

reign, as the wars in Scotland in which the king

was engaged, neither allowed him leiſure to renew

his labours, nor had he ſufficient wealth to carry

on ſuch a work .

In the reign of Edward II. the fraternity were

employed in building Exeter and Oriel collegesgu

Oxford , Clare-hall, Cambridge ; .. and many other “

fructures ; under the auſpices of Walter Staple

ton, biſhop of Exeter, who had been appointed

Grand Maſter in 1307 .

Maſonry flouriſhed in England during the reign

of Edwàrd III . who became the patron of ſcience,

and the encourager of learning. He applied with

indefatigable aſſiduity to the conſtitutions of the

Order ; reviſed and meliorated the ancient charges,

and added ſeveral uſeful regulations to the original

code of laws*. He patronized the lodges, and

1

* An old record of the Society runs thus :

• In the glorious reigo of King Edward III . when lodges were ·

more frequent, the Right Wor hipfal . the . Maiter and Fellows,
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appointed five deputies under him to inſpect the

proceedings of the fraternity ; viz . 1. John de.

Spoulee, who rebuilt St. George's chapel at Wind

for, where the order of the garter was firſt inſti.

tuted, A. D. 1350 ; 2. William a Wykeham ,

afterwards bifhop of Wincheſter, who rebuilt the

2

• with conſent of the lords of the realm , (for moſt great men were :

6.then Maſons,) ordained ,

* That for the future, at the making or admiſſion of a brother,

s the conftitution and the ancient charges ſhould be read by the

6 Maſter or Warden.

. That ſuch as were to be admitted Maſter -Maſons, or maſters

b - of work, ſhould be examined whether they be able of cunning to

" -ſerve their reſpective lords , as well the loweſt as the higheſt, to the :

• honour and worſhip of the aforeſaid Art, and to the profit of their

6 lords ; for they be their lords that employ and pay them for their

& ſervice and travel . '

The following particulars are alſo contained in a very old MS.

of which a copy is ſaid to have been in the poffeffion of the late

George Payne, Eſq. Grand Maſter in 1718 .

" That when the Maſter and Wardens meet in a lodge, if need :

6.be , the ſheriff of the county , or the mayor of the city , ,or alder.

man of the town , in which the congregation is held , thould be

6 made fellow and ſociate to the Maſter, in help of him againſt

6 rebels , and for upbearing the rights of the realm .

• That entered prentices , at their making , were charged not to

6. be thieves or thieves maintainers ; that they ſhould travel honeſtly

6. for their pay, and love their fellows as themſelves, and be true to

6. the king of England , and to the realm , and to the lodge.

• That, at fuch congregations, it ſhall be inquired , whether any

6 maſter or fellow has broke any of the articles agreed to ; and if the

• cffender, being duly cited to appear , prove rebet, and will not

• attend , then the lodge thail determine againſt him , that he ſhall

forſwear (or renounce ) his Maſonry, and thall no more uſe this.

• craft ; the which if he preſume for to do, the ſheriff of the county

6 Shall priſon him, and take all his goods into the king's hands, till

• his grace be granted him and iſſued . For this cauſe principally

« have theſe congregations been ordained, that as well the loweſt as

6. the higheſt ſhould be well and truly ſerved in this Art aforeſaid ,

• throughout all the kingdom of England . Amen , fo mote it be. '
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caſtle of Windſor at the head of 400 Free-maſons.

A.D. 1357 ; 3. Robert a Barnham , who finiſhed

St. George's hall at the head of 250 Free -mafons,

with other works in the caſtle , A. D. 1375 ;

4. Henry Yeuele, (called in the old records, the

King's Free-maſon , ) who built the Charter-houſe

in London ; King's hall , Cambridge ; Queenſbo

rough caſtle ; and rebuilt St. Stephen's- chapel *,

Weſtminſter : and 5. Simon Langham, abbot of

cot

* On the 27th of May 1330 , in the 4th year of Edward III the

w.rks of this chapel vere re - ecmmenced . Frm a charter preſerved

in the Tower of London , it is evident that this chapel was

finiſhed for ſeveral years . In this charter the motives which induced.

kirg Edward to rebuild and endow it, are expreſied with peculiar,

elegance and neatneſs. Ün the 1ſt of January 1353 he granied to :

the Dean and Canons of this collegiate chapel, a . ſpot of ground ex

tending to the Thames, whereon to build cloiſters ; he alſo made a

grant of ſome houſes in the neighbour hood, and veſted ſeve:al manors

for the endowment of the college in John -Duke of Lancaſter as

truſtee . The college St. Stephen was valued at its ſuppreſſion at

10831. Jos . , 5d.; and was ſurrendered in the firſt year of Ed

ward VI. The chapel was afterwards fitted up for the meeting of

the Houſe of Cominons, to whoſe uſe it has ever ſince been ap

propriated .

The following account of the plan and ornaments of this chapel,

which in conſequence of ſome projected alterations in the Houſe of

Cummons , have lately, after a lapſe ofages, been unveiled, may be

conſidered as curious and interesting, as there is no contemplation

that imparts a higher degree of ſatisfaction , than that which preſents

to the mind images of ancient and departed ſplendour.

The eaſtern part of this chapel ſerves for the Houfe of Commons,

and the weſtern is occupied by the lobby, and adjoining rooms and

offices. In the latter there are no traces of any enrichments ; but

in the former are the remains of the altar , ſtone- ſeats, and other

rich works . The elevation of the weſtern front, or entrance to the

chapel , preſents theſe obſervations. From the ground - line in the

center riſe two arches, ſupporting the open ſcreen . On the right of

the ſcreen is the entrance into the porch adjoining, which is the wall

of the Court of Requeſts. On the left is a ſpace correſponding once ,
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Weſtminſter, who rebuilt the body of that cathe

dral as it now ſtands. At this period, lodges

it may be preſumed, with the perfect ſide of the ſcreen , extending

to the ſouth wall of the hall . Above the ſcreen, fome remains

of the ancient building is ſtill viſible . On the ſouth front, the center

window is complete ; five others are filled up with the břick- work

between the windows which at preſent light the Houſe of Commons.

The buttreſſes are entire , as well as the tracing in the ſpandrels.

of the arches . On the eaſt front, from the ground line , were three

windows of the chancel , the eaſt window of which is now filled up .

The buttreſſes are entire, as well as the octangular towers . On the

right is part of an ancient wall , which now belongs to the ſpeaker's

houſe. On the eaſt end were three windows from the ground of the

chancel ; over the groins are part of the remains of the altar, and on

each ſide ſtone- ſeats , and cluſters of columns, the capitals of which

riſe to the preſent ceiling of the Houſe of Commons. The whole is of

the richeſt workmanſhip. On the ſouth ſide, from the ground line in

the center , a perfect window, painted with the aims of Weſtminſter.

On the left of the chancel are cluſters of columns ; on the right tide

of the left cluſters is the eaſtern window, and without is the profile of

the buttreffes. At the eaſt end of the columns is an open part ; to

the right is the chancel , and the baſes are two feet below the pavea

ment, which ſhews that there must have been a great aſcent to the

chancel . The whole of the undercroft is perfect, excepiing the baſes .

of the outer columns, and forms a fine ſuperftru & ure of gigantic.

ſupport to the light and delicate parts above . In the inſide you bea

hold the eaſt window, the altar , and the ſtone - ſeats, which are,

broken through. The cluſters of columns , the impoſts of the

windows, the arches, their ſpandrels, the entablature, the beautiful.

proportion of the windows, and the enrichments of the whole, crowd.

on the righi, and fill the mind with wonder and admiration . At the

upper end of the chapel near the altar , on the ſouth ſide, there are

evidently the remains of a black marble monument, but to whoſe

memory it was erected, we are left to conjecture.
Over the monu

mint are three ange's , ſtanding upright, with their wings half-ex

pande 1, and coveres with golden eyes , ſuch as are on the peacock's.

tail . Theſe paintings , which muſt have been done in the reign of

Edward III . are , for that period, when the art of painting was in iis

infancy, wonderfully,well executed ; the colouring has preſerved a

cupfiderable portion of its original freſhneſs . The expreſſion and

attitude of the angels are fingularly intereſting. You may ſuppoſe
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were numerous, and the communications of the

fraternity were held under the protection of the

civil magiſtrate.

the body of the deceaſed ſtretched before them ; the three angels are

holding palls or mantles before them , which they are preparing to -

throw over the body, and at the ſame time the one in the middle

ſeems to ſay , “ Behold all that remains on earth of him who was

“ once ſo mighty !" while the countena : ces of the two others are

expreſſive of regret and commiſeration . The ſtretched - out pall in

the hands of the central angel is powdered over with the irradiated :

gold'circles, in the middle of which are ſpread eagles , with two

heads. This affords room for a ſuppoſition whoſe the tomb was :

the armorial bearings of Peter of Savoy, uncle to Queen Ileanor, the

wife of Henry III . who beautified the chapel, conſiſted of an eagle

with two heads ; but his shield diſplayed 66 Or, an eagle with (wo

fable.” Now as the eyes of the peacock's tail are painted in

gold , ſo different from the natural colouring, it is not improbable

that for the ſake of adding elegance to the pall , the painter preferred

repreſenting the eagle's head in gold rather than in foble ; it may ,

therefore be the tomb of St : Peter of Savoy we are deſcribing.

On the left ſide of the altar is a painting of the adoration of the

ſhepherds; though the groupe is not diſpoſed in the moſt accurate ſtyle

of deſign, yet there is ſomething in it that highly intereſts The

imagination ; the Virgin on one ſide is deſcribed holding the new

born infant, while Joſeph is extending the ſwaddling clothes . The

cattle behind are not ill expreſſed ; and the devotion of the ſhepherds,

with their flocks, is very appropriately delineated ; the ſhepherd's

boy blowing the double flutes to his dancing dog, and the fighting

rams, ſeem but ill to accord with the ſubject ; but as the painter has

placed them without the ſtable, perhaps the inconſiſtency may be

overlooked . There are ſeveral paintings on the right fide of the

altar : they appear to bé figures of different kings and queens, tole .

rably well - drawn and in good proportion , and ſtrongly mark the

durability of the colouring of that day . On the north fide of the

chapel there are paintings of men in armour ; beneath two of them

are the names of Mercure and Euſtace . In short, the whole of the

architecture and enrichments, colours and gilding , are extremely freſh

and well- preſerved. It is remarkable, that the colours are decorated

with a ſort of patera, and ſeveral of the mouldings are filled up with

ornaments fo minute, that thoſe of the ſpandrels and ground enta

blature could hardly have been perceived from the chapel .
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Richard II . ſucceeded his grandfather Edward

III. in 1377 , and William a Wykeham was con

tinued Grand Maſter. He rebuilt Weſtminſtere

, hall as it now ſtands ; and employed the fraternity

in building New College, Oxford, and Wincheſter

college , both of which he founded at his own

expence..

Henry, duke of Lancaſter, taking advantage of

Richard's abſence in Ireland , got the parliament

to depoſe him, and next year cauſed him to be

murdered . Having fupplanted his couſin, he

mounted the throne by the name of Henry IV ..

and appointed Thomas Fitz- Allen, earl of Surrey,

Grand Maſter. After the famous victory of

Shrewſbury, he founded Battle-abbey and Fother

ingay , and in this reign the Guildhall of London

was built. The king died in 1413, and Henry V.

The blockings and frieze of the entablature over the windows of

the chapel contain ſome of them leaves and flowers, others perfect

maſks, and others ſhields, with the arms of Edward the Confeffur ,

Geneville, Mandeville, and Bruyere the arms of Catile and Leon,

and ancient France - the arms of the kingdom of the Weſt Saxon3-

vine leaves and grapes, ſupported by a figure iſſuing out of a cloud - m .

and ſhields with the arms of Strabolgi, earls of Athol in Scotland,

and barons of Chilham in Kent, together with the shields of ſeveral

other kings and barons.

The aitiſt vas doubtleſs deſirous that the whole work thould have

the ſame attention , and that one uniform blaze of magnificence and

ſplendour ſhould firine around , making this chapel the ne plus ultra

of the arts , worthy the faint whoſc name it bears , and of its

founder Edward 111. the great patron of ancient architecture.

Several curious fragments of the paintings lately diſcovered on the

walls of this chapel have been preſented to the Society of Antiqua.

siane, of which body a committee was appointed to ſuperintend the

execution of drawings of all the curious remains that have been

brought to light by the late alterations in this celebrated old

building
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fucceeded to the crown ; when Henry Chichefey,

archbiſhop of Canterbury, obiained the directicar

of the fraternity, under whole auſpices lodges and

communications were frequent.

Henry VI. a minor, fucceeding to the throne

in 1422 , the parliament endeavoured to diſturb the

Maſons , by palling the following act to prohibit .

their chapters and conventions :

3 Hen. VI. cap . 1. A.D. 1425 .

Masons Dall not confederate in Chapters.' or Cones

gregations.

Whereas, by the yearly congregations and

• confederacies made by the Mafons in their gene

• ral aſſemblies, the good courſe and effect of the

• ſtatutes of labourers be openly violated and

• broken, in fubverſion of the law, and to the

• great damage of all the commons ; our ſovereign

• Lord the King, willing in this caſe to provide a..

' remedy, by the advice and conſent aforeſaid ,

16 and at the ſpecial requeſt of the commons, hath

« ordained and eſtabliſhed that ſuch chapters and

congregations ſhall not be hereafter holden ; and

if any ſuch be made, they that cauſe ſuch chap

• ters and congregations to be aſſembled and holden,

• if they thereof be convict, ſhall be judged for

• felons : and that the other Maſons, that come

" to ſuch chapters or congregations, be puniſhed

• by impriſonment of their bodies, and make fine

6 and ranſome at the king's will * . ?

Judge Ccke gives the following opinion on this ſtatute :

• All the itatutes concerning labpurers, before this act, and

a whereunto this act deth refer, are repealed by the ſtatute of
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This act was never put in force, nor the fra

ternity deterred from affembling , as uſual, under

archbiſhop Chicheley, who ſtill continued to pre

ſide over them * Notwithſtanding this rigorous

edict, the effect of prejudice and malevolence in

an arbitrary ſet of men , lodges were formed in

different parts of the kingdom ; and tranquillity

and felicity reigned among the fraternity.

6

' s Eliz. cap . 4. absut A.D. 1362 , whereby the cauſe and end

" of making this act is taken away, and conſequently the act is

• become of no force ; for ceffante ratione legis, ceſſat ipſa lex : and

• the indictment of felony upon this ſtatute muſt contain , That

' thoſe chapters and congregations are in the violating and breaking

• of the good courſe and effect of the ſtatutes of labourers ; which

now cannot be fo alleged , becauſe theſe ſtatutes be repealed . There

fore this would be put out of the charge of juſtices of the peace . "

INSTITUTES, Part III . fol. 19 .

It is plain , from the above opinion, that this act , though never

expreſsly repealed , can have have no force at preſent . The Maſons

may reſt very quiet , continue to hold their aſſemblies , and pro

pagate their myſteries, as long as a conformity to their profeſſed

principles entitles them to the fanction of government . Maſonry

is too well known in this country, to raite any ſuſpicion in the

legiNature . The greateſt perſonages have preſided over the ſociety ,

and under their auſpicious government, at different times, an acquie
ſition of patrons, both great and noble , has been made . It would

therefore be abfurd to imagine, that any legal attempt will ever be

made to diſturb the peace and harmony of a ſociety fo truly reſpectable ,

and ſo highly honoured .

* The Latin Regiſter of William Molart, prior of Canterburya

in manuſcript, pap . 83. intitled , " Liberatio generalis Domini Gun

lielmi Prioris Ecclefiæ Chrifti Cantuarienfis, erga Faſtum Natalis

• Domini 3429 , ' informs us, that , in the year 1423 , during the

minority of this prince , a reſpectable lodge was held at Canterbury,

under the patronage of Henry Chicheley , the archbiſhop ; at which

were preſent Thomas Stapyton , the Maſter ; Joh ) Morris, cuſtos

de la lodze lathomorum , or warden of the lodge of Maſons ; with .

fifteen fellow - crafts, and three entered apprentices, all of whom are

particularly named.
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As the attempt of parliament to ſuppreſs the

lodges and communications of Marons renders the

tranſactions of this period worthy attention , it

may not be improper to ſtate the circumſtances

which are ſuppoſed to have given riſe to this harih

edict.

The duke of Bedford , at that time regent of

the kingdom, being in France, the regal power

was veſted in his brother Humphrey, duke of

Glouceſter * , who was ftyled protector and guar

dian ofthekingdom . The care of the young king's

perſon and education was entruſted to Henry

Beaufort, biſhop of Wincheſter, the duke's uncle.

The biſhop was a prelate of great capacity and

experience, but of an intriguing and dangerous .

character. As he aſpired to the ſole government

of affairs, he had continual' diſputes with his

nephew the protector, and gained frequent adyan

tages over the vehement and impolitic temper of.

that prince. Inveſted with power, he ſoon began

to fhew his pride and haughtineſs, and wanted

not followers and agents to augment his influenceta.

* This prince is ſaid to have received a more learned education

than was uſual in his age,, to have founded one of the firſt public ,

libraries in England , and to have teen a great patron of learned men.

If the records of the ſociety inay be relied on, we have reaſon to

believe, that he was particularly attached to the Malons, having

been admitted into their Order, and affifted at the initiation of king

Henry in 14126

† ! n a parliament held at Weſtminſter on the 17th of November

1423 , to anſwer a particular end , it was ordained , " That if any

5 perſon committed for grand or petty treaſon , thould wilfully break

be out of priſon , and eſcape from the ſame, it ſhould be deemed petty

6. treaſon , and his goods be forfeited 1. About this time one Wil.

I Wolfe's Chroniele, publiſhed by Stowe.
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The animoſity between the uncle and nephew

daily increaſed, and the authority of parliament was

obliged to interpoſé. On the laſt day of April

1425 , the parliament met at Weſtminſter. The

ſervants and followers of the peers coming thither,

armed with clubs and ſtaves, occaſioned its being

named THE BATT PARLIAMENT. Several laws

were made, and , among the reſt , the act for abo

liſhing the ſociety of Malons * ; at leaſt, for pre

A

liam King, of Womolton, in Yorkſhire, ſervant of Sir Robert Scott,

lieutenant of the Tower, pretended that he had been offered by Sir

Jehn Mortimer, ( coulin to the lately deceaſed Edward Mortimers

earl of March , the neareſt in blood to the Engliſh crown, and then a

priſoner in the Tower, ) ten pounds to buy him clothes, with forty

pounds a year, and to be made an earl, if he would affift Mortimer

in making his eſcape ; that Mortimer ſaid , he would raiſe 40,000

men on his enlargement, and would ſtrike off the heads of the rich

Biſhop of Wincheſter , the duke of Glouceſter, and others. This

fellow undertook to prove upon oath the truth of his aſſertion .

ſhort time after, a ſcherr.e was formed to cut off Mortimer, and an

opportunity foon offered to carry it into execution . Mortimer being

permitted one day to walk to the Tower wharf, was ſuddenly purſued ,

ſeized, brought back, accuſed of breaking out of priſon and of

attempting his eſcape. He was tried , and the evidence of King being

admitted, was convicted, agreeably to the late ſtatute, and afterwards

beheaded.

The death of Mortimer occaſioned great murmuring and diſcontent

among the people, and threatened a ſpeedy fubverſion of thoſe in

power . Many biots were thrown out both in public and private

affemblies, of the fatal conſequences which were expected to ſucceed

this commotion. The amazing progreſs it made, juhly alarmed the

fufpicions of the ambitious prelate, who ſpared no pains to exert his

power on the occafion.

* Dr. Anderſon, in the firſt edition of the Book of Conftitutions,

in a note , makes the following obſervation on this act :

• This act was made in ignorant times, when true learning was

ra crine, and geometry condemned for conjuration ; but it cannot

t derogate from the honour of the ancient fraternity, who, to be ſure,

6 would never encourage' any ſuch confederacy of their working
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venting their aſſemblies and congregations . Their

meetings being ſecret, attracted the attention of

the aſpiring prelate, who determined to ſuppreſs

them * .

brethren. By tradition , iç is believed , that the parliament were

• then too much influenced by the illiterate clergy , who were not

accepted 'Maſons, nor under tood architecture, (as the clergy of

? ſome former ages , ) and were generally thought unworthy of this

« brotherhood . Thinking they had an indefeaſible right to know all

• ſecrets, by virtue of auricular confeflion , and the Maſons never

confeffing any thing thereof, the faid clergy were highly offended ,

6 and at firft ſuſpecting them of wickedneſs, repreſented them as

· dangerous to tae ſtate during that minority, and ſoon intluenced

• the parliament to say hold of ſuch ſuppored arguments of the

working Malons, for making an act that might ſeem to reflect

• dithonour, upon even the whole fraternity, in whoſe favour ſeveral

" acts had been before and after that period made . '

* The biſhop was diverted from his perſecution of the Mafons,

by an affair in which he was more nearly concerned . On the

morning of St. Simon and Jude's day , after the lord mayor of

London had returned to the city . from Weſtminſter, where he had

been taking the uſual charges of his high office, he received a ſpecial

meſſage, while ſeated at dinner , from the duke of Glouceſter, re

quiring his immediate attendance , He immediately repaired to the

palace , and being introduced into the preſence, the duke commanded

his lord ſhip to ſee that the city was properly watched the following

night, as he expected his uncle would endeavour' to make himſelf

maſter of it by force, unleſs ſome effectual means were adopted to

ftop,his progreſs. This command was ſtrictly obeyed ; and , at nine

o'clock the next morning, the biſhop of Wincheſter, with his

ſervants and followers , attempting to enter the city by the bridge,

were prevented by the vigilance of the citizens , who repelled them

by force. This unexpected repulſe enraged the haughty prelate , who

immediately collected a numerous body of archers and other men at

arms, and commanded them to affault the gate with fhot. The

citiz - nis directly thut up their ſhops , and crowded to the bridge

in great numbers, when a general maſſacre would certainly have

enſued, had it not been for the timely interpofition and prudent

adminiſtration of the mayor and aldermen , who happily ſtopt al

violent meaſures, and prevented a great effugion of blood.
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The fovereign authority being veſted in the duke

of Glouceſter, as protector of the realm , the exe

6

The archbiſhop of Canterbury , and Perer, duke of Coimbra,

eldeſt son of the king of Portugal , with ſeveral others, endeavoured

to appeaſe the fury of the two contending parties , and , if poſſible, to

bring about a reconciliation between them ; but to no purpoſe, as

neither party would yield . They rode eight or ten times backward

and forward , uſing every ſcheme they could deviſe to prevent further

extremities ; at laſt they ſucceeded in their mediation , and brought

the parties to a conformity ; when it was agreed , that all hoftile

proceedings ſhould drop on both ſides, and the matter be referred to

the award of the duke of Bedford ; on which peace was reſtored , and

the city remained in quiet .

The biſhop loft no time in tranſmitting his caſe to the duke of

Bedford ; and in order to glofs it over with the beſt colours, he

wrote the following letter :

• Right high and mighty prince , and my right nob'e,,and after

one leiveit (earthly ) lord ; I recommend me unto your grace with

( all my heart . And as you deſire the welfare of the king our loye

6. reign lord , and of his realms of England and France, your own

" weal [ health ] with all yours, hate you hither : For by my

stroth, if you tarry, long , we ſhall put this land in jeopardy ( adven

• ture ] with a field , ſuch a brother you have here ; God make him

a good man . For your wiſdom well knoweth that the profit of

« France Itandeth in the welfare of England , &c . The bleſſed Trinity

o keep you . Written in great haite at London, on All- hal !o ven

seven , the 311t of October, 1425 ,

' By your ſervant, to my lives end ,

( HENRY, WINCHESTER . '

This letter had the deſired effect, and haſtened the return of the

duke of Bedford to London , where he arrived on the 10th of January

1425-6. On the 2 :It of February he held a great council at St.

Albans, adjourned it to the 15th of March at Northampton , and to

the 25th of June at Leiceſter. Batts and ſtaves being now prohi

bited , the followers of the members of parliament attended with

stones in a Ning, and plum mets of lead . The Duke of Bedford

employed the authority of parliament to reconcile the differences

which had broke out between his brother and the biſhop of Win

cheſter ; and obliged theſe rivals to pro.niſe before that aſſembly,

that ihey would bury all quarreis in oblivion . Thus the long wilhed .

for peace between theſe two great perſonages was, to all appearance ,

accomplishid.

1
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cution of the laws, and all that related to the civil

magiſtrate, centered in him : a fortunate circum

ſtance for the Mafons at this critical juncture.

The duke, knowing them to be innocent of the

accuſations which the biſhop of Wincheſter had

laid againſt them, took them under his protection,

and transferred the charge of rebellion , ſedition ,

and treaſon, from them , to the biſhop and his fol.

lowers ; who, he aſſerted, were the firſt violators of

any

During the diſcuſſion of this matter before parliament, the duke

of Glouceſter exhibited the following charge, among five others ,

againſt the biſhop of Wincheſter : “ That he had, in his letter to

o the duke of Bedford , at France, plainiy deciared his malicious

purpoſe of aflembling the people , and ſtirring up a rebellion in the

is nation , contrary to the king's peace ."

The biſhop's anfwer to this accuſation was, “ That he never had

intention to diſturb the peace of the nation , or raiſe a rebel .

* lion ; but that he ſent to the duke of Bedford, to ſolicit his

46 ſpeedy return to England , to ſettle all thoſe differences which were

• ſo prejudicial to the peace of the kingdom : That though he had

* indeed written in the letter, That if he tarried , we ſhould put the

3

land in adventure by a field, ſuch a brother you bave here ; he did

not mean it of any deſign of his own, but concerning the ſeditious

• allemblies of marons, carpenters , tylers, and plaiſterers ; who ,

6.being diſtaſted by the late act of parliament againſt the exceffive

wages of thoſe trades , had given out many feditious ſpeeches and

« menaces againſt certain great men, which tended much to relel

• lion * : That the duke of Glouceſter did not uſe his eodeavour,

as he ought to have done in his place , to ſuppreſs ſuch unlawful

catremblies ; ſo that he feared the king, and his good ſubjects, muſt

have made a field to withſtand them ; to prevent which ,, he chiefly

* delired the duke of Bedford to come over. '

As the Maſons are unjuftiy ſuſpected of having given riſe to the

above civil commotions, I thought it neceſſary to inſert the fore

going particulars, in order to clear them from this falſe charge.

Most of the circumſtances here mentioned, are extracted from Wolfe's

Chronicle publiſhed by Stowe.

* The above particulars are extracted from one of Elias Athmole's

MSS , on the fubject of Free -maſonry,
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the public peace , and the moſt rigorous promoters

of civil diſcord .

The biſhop, ſenſible that his conduct could not

be juſtified by the laws of the land, prevailed on

the king, through the interceſſion of the parlia- .

ment, whoſe favour his riches had obtained , to

grant letters of pardon for all offences commit

ted by him, contrary to the ſtatute of proviſors,

and other acts of præmunire ; and five years after

ward, procured another pardon, under the great

ſeal, for all crimes whatever from the creation of

the world to the 26th of July 1437.

Notwithſtanding theſe precautions of the car.

dinal, the duke of Glouceſter drew up, in 1442,

freſh articles, of impeachment againſt him , and

preſented them in perſon to the king ; earneſtly

intreating that judgment might be paſſed upon

him, according to his crimes . The king referred

the matter to his council, which was at that time

compoſed principally of eccleſiaſtics, who extended

their favour to the cardinal, and made ſuch a flow

progreſs in the buſineſs, that the duke, wearied

out with their tedious delays and fraudulent eva

fions, dropped the proſecution, and the cardinal

eſcaped.

Nothing could now remove the inveteracy of

the cardinal againſt the duke ; he reſolved to de

ſtroy a man whoſe popularity might become dan

gerous, and whoſe reſentment he had reaſon to

dread. The duke having always proved a ftrenu

ous friend to the public, and, by the authority of

his birth and ſtation , having hitherto prevented

abſolute power from being veſted in the king's

1
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perfor, Wincheſter was enabled to gaini many

partiſans, who were eaſily brought to concur in

the ruin of the prince *,

To accompliſh this purpoſe, the bifhop and his

party concerted a plan to murder the Juke .

parliament was ſummoned to meet at St. Ede

mondſbury in 1447, where they expected he would

lie entirely at their mercy. Having appeared on

the ſecond day of the feffions, he was accuſed of

treafon , ånd thrown into priſon ; where he was

found, the next day, cruelly murdered. It was

pretended that his death was natural ; but though

liis body , which was expoſed to public view, bore

Ito marks of outward injury , there was little doubt

of his having fallen a facrifice to the vengeance of

his enemies . After this dreadful cataſtrophe, five

of his ſervants were tried for aiding him in his

treaſons, and condemned to be hanged, drawn , and

* , The biſhop plariñed the following ſcheme at this time to

irritate the duke of Glocelter : His ducheſs, the daughter of Regio

nald lord Cobham, had been accuſed of the crime of witchcraft, and

it was pretended that a waxen figure of the king was found in her

poſleffion ; which the, and her affociates, Sir Roger Bolingbroke, a

priest, and one Margery Jordan of Eye, melted in a magical manner

before a flow fire, with an intention of making Henry's force and

vigour waſte away by like inſenſible degrees . The accuſation was

wel calculated to attest the weak and credulous mind of the king,

and gain belief in an ignorant age . The ducheſs was brought to

trial , with her confederates, and the priſoners were pronounced guilty :

the ducheſs was condemned to do public penance in London for

three days, and to ſuffer perpetual impriſonment ; the others were

executed .

The protectory provoke! *t fuch repeated in fults offered to his

duchers, made a noble and ſtout reſiſtance to theſe moſt abomi

nable and ſhameful proceedings, but it unfortunately ended in his

own deftru & ion ,
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quartered . They were hanged accordingly, cut

down alive, ſtripped naked, and marked with a

knife to be quartered ; when the marquis of Suf

folk, through a mean and pitiful affectation of po

pularity, produced their pardon, and ſaved their

lives ; the moſt barbarous kind of mercy that can

poſſibly be imagined !

The duke of Glouceſter's death was univerſally

lamented throughout the kingdom. He had long

obtained , and deſerved, the firname of GOOD. He

was a lover of his country, the friend of good

men, the protector of Maſons, the patron of the

learned , and the encourager of every uſeful art.

His inveterate perſecutor, the hypocritical biſhop,

ſtung with remorſe, ſcarcely ſurvived him two

months ; when , after a long life ſpent in falſehood

and politics, he ſunk into oblivion, and ended his

days in miſery *.

* The wickedneſs of the cardinal's life , and his mean, baſe,

and unmanly death , will ever be a bar againſt any vindication of his

memory , for the good which he did while alive, of which the

money he had amaſſed could do after his death . When in his laft

moments, he was heard to utter theſe mean expreſſions: « Why

« Thould I die, who am pofíefled of ſo much wealth of the whole

• kingdom could ſave my life, I am able by my policy to preſerve it,

or by my money to purchaſe it. Will not death be bribed, and

• money do every thing ?" The inimitable Shakefpear, after giving

a moſt horrible picture of deſpair, and a tortured conſcience, in the

perſon of the cardinal, introduces king Henry to him with theſe ſharp

and piercing words :

• Lord Cardinal, if thou think it on heaven's bliſs ,

• Lift up thy hand, make ſignal of that hope.'

He dies, and makes no sign .

Hen. VI. Act 3.

« The memory of the wicked ſhall rot, but the unjuſtly perſecuted

• Mall be had in everlaſting
remembrance . '

I 2
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manners.
In

After the death of the cardinal, the Mafons con

tinued to hold their lodges without danger of inter

ruption. Henry eſtabliſhed various ſeats of erudi

tion, which he enriched with ample endowments ,

and diſtinguiſhed by peculiar immunities , thus in

viting his ſubjects to riſe above ignorance and bar

bariſm , and reform their turbulent and licentious

1442 , he was initiated into Mau

ſonry, and, from that time, ſpared no pains to

obtain a complete knowlege of the Art. He per

uſed the ancient charges, reviſed the conſtitutions,

and , with the conſent of his council, honoured

them with his ſanction * .

Encouraged by the example of the ſovereign ,

and allured by an ambition to excel, many lords

and gentlemen of the court were initiated into

Maſonry, and purſued the Art with diligence and

affiduity t . The king in perſon preſided over the

* A record in the reign of Edward IV. runs thus : « The com.

pany of Mafons, being otherwiſe termed Free -Maſons, of auntient

• ſtaunding and good reckoninge, by means of affable and kind

meetyngs dyverſe tymes , and as a lovinge brotherhode uſe to doe,

• did frequent this mutual aſſembly in the iyme of Henry VI . in

the twelfth yeare of his moſt gracious reign , A. D. 1434. ' The

fame record ſays farther, “ That the charges and laws of the Free .

* Maſons have been ſeen and peruſed by our late ſoveraign king

* Henry VI . and by the lords of his moſt honourable council, who

* have allowed them , and declared , That they be right good, and

« reaſonable to be holden, as they have been drawn out and collected

i from the records of auntient iymes, ' &c . &c.

From this it appears, that before the troubles which happened in

the reign of this unfortunate prince, Free -Maſons were held in high

eſtimation .

+ While theſe tranſactions werecarrying on in England, the Maſons

were countenanced and protected in Scotland by king James I.

After his return from captivity, he became the patron of the learned,

and a zealous encourager of Maſonry. The Scottiſh records relate ,
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lodges, and nominated William Wanefleet, biſhop

of Wincheſter, Grand Maſter ; who built at his

own expence Magdalene college, Oxford , and

ſeveral pious houſes. Eton college, nearWindſor,

and King's college, Cambridge, were founded in

this reign, and finiſhed under the direction of

Wanefleet. Henry alſo founded Chriſt's college ,

Cambridge ; and his queen, Margaret of Anjou ,

Queen's college, in the fame univerſity. In ſhort ,

during the life of this prince, the arts flouriſhedg.

and many fagacious ſtateſmen , conſummate ora .

tors, and admired writers, were ſupported by royal

munificence.

SECT. IV .

Hiſtory of Maſonry in the South of Englandfrom

1471 to 1567.

MASONRY continued to flouriſh in England till :

the peace of ihe kingdom was interrupted by the

civil wars between the two royal houſes of York

and Lancaſter ; during which it fell into an almoſt

total neglect, that continued till 1471 , when it

again revived under the auſpices of Richard Beau

that he honoured the lodges with his royal preſence; that he ſettled

a yearly revenue of four pounds Scots, ( an Engliſh noble, ) to be paid

by every Matter -Mafon in Scotland , to a Grand Mafter, choſen by

the Grand Lodge, and approved by the crown, one nobly born, or

an eminent clergyman , who had his deputies in cities and counties,

and every new brother at entrance paid him alſo a fee. His office

empowered him to regulate in the fraternity what ſhould not come

under the cognizance of law.courts. To him appealed both Maſon

and lord , or the builder and founder ; when at variance, in order to

prevent law-pleas ; and in his abſence, they appealed to his Deputy

or Grand Warden, that reſided next to the premiſes.

I 3
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champ, biſhop of Sarum ; who had been appointed

Grand Maſter by Edward IV. and had been ho

noured with the title of chancellor of the garter, for

repairing the caſtle and chapel of Windſor.

During the ſhort reigns of Edward V, and

Richard III. Maſonry was on the decline ; but on

the acceffion of Henry VII. A.D. 1485, it roſe

again into eſteem , under the patronage of the

Maſter and fellows of the order of St. John at

Rhodes, (now Malta, ) who allembled their grand

lodge in 1500, and choſe Henry their protector.

Under the auſpices of this prince the fraternity

once more revived their aſſemblies, and Maſonry

reſumed its priſtine fplendor.

On the 24th of June 1502, a lodge of Mafter

Mafons was formed in the palace, at which the

king prefided in perfon as Grand Maſter ; and

having appointed John Ilip, abbot of Weſtminſter,

and Sir Reginald Bray, knight of the garter, his

wardens for the occaſion , he proceeded in ample

form to the eaft end of Weſtminſter Abbey, where

he laid the foundation ſtone of that rich maſter

piece of Gothic architecture, known by the name

of Henry the Seventh's Chapel. This chapel is

ſupported by fourteen Gothic buttreſſes, all beau

tifully ornamented, and projecting from the build

ing in different angles ; it is enlightened by a

double range of windows, which throw the light

into fuch a happy diſpoſition, as at once to pleaſe

the eye , and afford a kind of ſolemn gloom. Theſe

buttreffes extend to the roof, and are made to

ſtrengthen it, by being crowned with Gothic

arches. The entrance is from the eaſt end of the
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abbey, by a flight of black marble ſteps, under a

noble arch, leading to the body of the chapel. The

gates are of braſs. The (talls on each Gide are of

oak, as are alſo the ſeats, and the pavement is black

and white marble. The capeftone of this building

was celebrated in 1507.

Under the direction of Sir Reginald Bray, the

palace of Richmond was afterwards built, and many

other ſtately works. Brazen -nofe college, Ox

ford, and Jeſus and St. John's colleges, Cambridge,

were all finiſhed in this reign.

Henry VIII. ſucceeded his father in 1509, and

appointed cardinal Wolfey, Grand Maſter This

prelate built Hampton -court, Whitehall, Chriſt

church college Oxford, and ſeveral other noble

edifices , all of which , upon his diſgrace ,, were

forfeited to the crown, A. D. 1530. Thomas

Cromwell , earl of Eſſex, ſucceeded the cardinal.in .

the office of Grand Maſter; and employed the fra

ternity in building St. James's palace , Chriſt's hof.

pital, and Greenwich caſtle. In 1534, the king

and parliament threw off allegiance to the pope of

Rome, and the king being declared ſupreme head

of the church, no leſs than 926 pious houſes were

fupprefied ; many of which were afterwards con

verted into ſtately manſions for the nobility and

gentry ." Under the direction of John Touchet

*Iord Audley, who, on Cromwell's being beheaded

in 1540 , had ſucceeded to the office of Grand

Mafter, the fraternity were employed in building

Magdalene college, Cambridge, and feveral other

ſtructures.

1
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Edward VI, a minor, ſucceeded to the throne

in 1547 , and his guardian and regent, Edward

Seymour, duke of Somerſet, undertook the ma

nagement of the Maſons, and built Somerſet-houſe

in the Strand ; which , on his being -beheaded ,

was forfeited to the crown in 1552. John Poynet,

biſhop of Wincheſter, then became the patron of

the fraternity, and preſided over the lodges till the

death of the king in 1553 :

The Mafons remained without any nominal

patron till the reign of Elizabeth, when fir Thomas

Sackville accepted the office of Grand Maſter.

Lodges were held, during this period , in different

parts of England ; but the General or Grand

Lodge afſembled in York, where the fraternity

were numerousand reſpectable.

The following circumſtance is recorded of Eliza

beth : Hearing that the Mafons were in poffeffion

of ſecrets which they would not reveal , and being

jealous of all ſecret aſſemblies, ſhe ſent an armed

force to York, with intent to break up their annual

grand lodge * This deſign, however, was hap

pily fruſtrated by the interpoſition of fir Thomas

Sackville ; who took care to initiate ſome of the

chief officers which ſhe had ſent on this duty.

They joined in communication with the Maſons,

and made fo favourable a report to the queen on

their return, that ſhe countermanded her orders,

and never afterwards attempted to diſturb the

meetings of the fraternity .

* This confirms the obſervations in a former Note on the exiſtence

of the Grand Lodge at York , p . 149 & feq.
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Sir Thomas Sackville held the office of Grand

Maſter till 1567 , when he reſigned in favour of

Francis Ruſſell, earl of Bedford , and Sir Thomas

Greſham * , an eminent merchant, diſtinguiſhed

by his abilities , and great ſucceſs in trade . To

the former, the care of the brethren in the northern

* Sir Thomas Greſham propoſed to erect a building, at his own

expence, in the city of London, for the ſervice of commerce, if the

citizens would purchaſe a proper ſpot for that purpoſe. His propoſal

being accepted , and ſome houſes between Cornhill and Threadneedle

Street, which had been purchaſed on that account, having been pulled

down, on the 7th of June 1566, the foundation ſtone of the intended

building was laid . The work was carried on with ſuch expedition ,

that the whole was finiſhed in November 1567. The plan of this

edifice was formed upon that of the Exchange at Antwerp , being,

like it, an oblong ſquare, with a portico, fupported by pillars of

marble, ten on the north and ſouth fides, and ſeven on the eaſt and

weſt ; under which ſtood the ſhops, each ſeven feet and a half long,

and five feet broad ; in all 120 ; twenty -five on each ſide eaſt and

weſt, thirty- four and a half north , and thirty-five and a half fouth ,

each of which paid Sir Thomas 41. 1os. a year on an average.

There were likewiſe other ſhops fitted up at firſt in the vaults below ,

but the dampneſs and darkneſs rendered them ſo inconvenient, that

the vaults were ſoon let out to other uſes . Upon the roof ſtood, at

each corner, upon a pedeſtal, a graſs -hopper, which was the creſt of

Sir ' Tbomas's Arms. This edifice, on its being firſt erected , was

called ſimply, the Bourſe ; but on the 23d of January 1570 , the

queen , attended by a great number of her nobles , came from her

palace of Somerſet. houſe in the Strand, and paſſing through Thread .

needle - Street , dined with Sir Thomas at his houſe in Biſhopſgate

Street ; and after dinner her Majeity returned through Cornhill,

entered the Bourſe on the fouth Gide, and having viewed every part

of the building , particularly the gallery which extended round the

whole ſtructure , and which was furniſhed with tops filled with all

furts of the fineſt wares in the city , the cauſed the edifice to be pro

claimed , in her preſence, by a herald and trumpet, “ The Royal

• Exchange ;" and on this occaſion , it is ſaid , Sir Thomas appeared

publicly in the character of Grand Maſter. The original building

ſtood till the fire of London in 1666, when it periſhed amidſt the

general havoc, but was afterwards restored to its prelent magnificence.

I 5
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part of the kingdom was aſſigned, while the latter ·

was appointed to ſuperintend the meetings in the

ſouth , where the ſociety had conſiderably increaſed ,

in conſequence of the honourable report which

had been made to the queen. Notwithſtanding

this new appointment of a Grand Maſter for the

ſouth , the General Aſſembly continued to meet in

the city of York as heretofore, where all the re

cords were kept ; and to this affembly appeals

were made on every important occaſion .

SECT. V.

Progreſs of Maſonry in the South of England from

the Reign of Elizabeth to the Fire of London in

1666 .

The queen being aſſured that the fraternity

were compoſed of fkilful architects, and lovers of

the Arts, and that ſtate affairs were points in

which they never interfered, was perfectly recon

ciled to their affemblies, and Maſonry made a

great progreſs at this period. During her reign,

lodges were held in different parts of the kingdom,

particularly in London , and its environs, where

the brethren increaſed confiderably, and feveral

great works were carried on, under the auſpices of

fir Thomas Greſham , from whom the fraternity

received every encouragement.

Charles Howard , earl of Effingham , ſucceeded

fir Thomas in the office of Grand Maſter, and

continued to prefide over the lodges in the fouth

till the year 1588, when George Haſtings, earl

* 8
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of Huntingdon, was choſen, who remained in that

office till the death of the queen in 1603.

On the demiſe of Elizabeth , the crowns of Eng

land and Scotland were united in her fucceffor

James VI. of Scotland , who was proclaimed king

of England , Scotland, and Ireland , on the 25th

of March 1603. At this period, Maſonry fou

riſhed in both kingdoms, and lodges were con.

vened under the royal patronage. Several gentle

men of fine taſte returned from their travels, full

of laudable emulation to revive the old Roman and

Grecian Maſonry. Theſe ingenious travellers

brought home fragments of old columns, curious .

drawings, and books of architecture. Among the

number was the celebrated Inigo Jones, fon of

Inigo Jones, a citizen of London , who was put

apprentice to a joiner, and had a natural taſte for

the art of deſigning. He was firſt renowned for

his ſkill in landſcape painting, and was patronized

by the learned William Herbert, afterward earl of

Pembroke. He made the tour of Italy at his

lordſhip’s expence, and improved under ſome of

the beſt diſciples of the famous Andrea Palladio.

On his return to England, having laid aſide the

pencil, and confined his ſtudy to architecture, he

became the Vitruvius of Britain , and the rival of

Palladio .

This celebrated artiſt was appointed general

ſurveyor to king James I. under whoſe auſpices

the ſcience of Maſonry flouriſhed . He was nomi

nated Grand Maſter of England * , and was depu

# The Grand Maſter of the North bears the title of Grand

Maſter of all England , which may probably have been occaſicaed by

16
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tized by his ſovereign to preſide over the lodges.

During his adminiſtration , ſeveral learned men

were initiated into Maſonry, and the ſociety con

ſiderably increaſed in reputation and conſequence.

Ingenious artiſts daily reſorted to England, where

they met with great encouragement. Lodges

were conſtituted as ſeminaries of inſtruction in the

ſciences and polite arts, after the model of the

Italian ſchools ; the communications of the fra .

ternity were eſtablithed , and the annual feſtivals

regularly obſerved.

Many curious and magnificent ſtructures were

finiſhed under the direction of this accompliſhed

architect ; and, among the reſt , he was employed ,

by command of the fovereign, to plan a new pa.

lace at Whitehall, worthy the refidence of the

kings of England , which he accordingly executed ;

but for want of a parliamentary fund , no more

of the plan than the preſent Banqueting-houſe was

ever finiſhed . In 1607, the foundation ſtone of

this elegant piece of true Maſonry was laid by

king James, in preſence of Grand Maſter Jones,

and his wardens, William Herbert earl of Pem

broke, and Nicholas Stone efg. Maſter-Mafon of

England, who were attended by many brothers,

clothed in form , and other eminent perſons, who

had been invited on the occaſion . The ceremony

w : s conducted with great pomp and ſplendor, and

a purſe of broad pieces of gold laid upon the ſtone,

to enable the Maſons to regale . This building is

the title of Grand Mifter of Englard having been at this time con

ferred on loigo Jokes, and which title the Grand Maſters in the South

bear to this day .
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faid to contain the fineſt ſingle room of its extent

ſince the days of Auguſtus, and was intended for

the reception of ambafiadors, and other audiences

of ſtate . The whole is a regular and ſtately

building , of three ſtories ; the loweſt has a ruſtic

wall , with ſmall ſquare windows, and by its

ſtrength happily ſerves as a baſis for the orders .

Upon this is raiſed the Ionic, with columns and

pilaſters ; and between the columns, are well.

proportioned windows, with arched and pointed

pediments : over theſe , is placed the proper en ,

tablature : on which is raiſed a ſecond , feries of

the Corinthian order, conſiſting of columns and

pilaſters, like the other, column being placed over

column , and pilaſter over pilaſter. From the

capitals are carried feſtoons, which meet with

maſks, and other ornaments, in the middle. This

ſeries is alſo crowned with its proper entablature,

on which is raiſed the baluſtrade, with attic pe

deſtals between, which crown the work. The

whole is finely proportioned , and happily executed.

The projection of the columns from the wall , has

a fine effect in the entablatures ; which being

brought forward in the ſame proportion , yields

that happy diverſity of light and ſhade fo eſſential

to true architecture . The internal decorations

are alſo ſtriking . The cieling of the grand room,

in particular, which is now uſed as a chapel, is

richly painted by the celebrated fir Peter Paul Ru

bens, who was ambaſſador in England in the time

of Charles I. The ſubject is , the entrance , in .

auguration, and coronation of king James, repre

ſented by pagan emblems; and it is juſtly eſteemed
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one of the moſt capital performances of this emi.

nent maſter. It has been pronounced one of the

fineſt cielings in the world .

Inigo Jones continued in the office of Grand

Mafter till the year 1618 , when he was ſucceeded

by the earl of Pembroke ; under whoſe auſpices

many eminent, wealthy, and learned men were

initiated, and the myſteries of the Order held in

high eftimation .

On the death of king James in 1625 , Charles

aſcended the throne . The earl of Pembroke pre

ſided over the fraternity till 1630, when hereſigned

in favour of Henry Danvers, earl of Danby ; who

was ſucceeded in 1633 by Thomas Howard , earl

of Arundel, the progenitor of the Norfolk family.

In 1635 , Francis Ruffel, earl of Bedford, accepted

the government of the ſociety ; but Inigo Jones

having, with indefatigable affiduity, continued to

patronize the lodges during his lord ſhip's admini

ſtration , he was re -elected the following year, and

continued in office till his death in 1646 *.

* That lodges continued regularly to aſſemble at this time, appears

from the Diary of the learned antiquary Elias Almole , where he

ſays : « I was made a Free-Maſon at Warrington , Lancaſhire, with

is Colonel Henry Mainwaring, of Kerthingbam , in Chethire , by

• Mr. Richard Penket the Warden, and the fellow - crafts, (all af

whom are fpecified ,) on 16th October 1646. ' In another place

of his Diary he ſays: ' On March the roth, 1682, about 5 hor.

• poft merid. I received a ſummons to appear at a lodge, to be held

• the next day at Mafons' Hall in London March 11 , Accord

! ingly I'went, and about noon were admitted into the fellowſhip of

« Free -Marons, Sir William Wilſon , knt. Capt. Richard Borth

wick , Mr. William Woodman , Mr. William Gray , Mr. Samuel

• Taylour, and Mr. William Wife. I was the ſenior fellow among

* them , it being thirty - five years fince I was admitted. There were

• preſent, beſide myſelf, the fellows after- named ; Mr. Thomas



OF MASONRY 189

The taſte of this celebrated architect was dif

played in many curious and elegant ſtructures,

( Wire, maſter of the Maſons' company this preſent year, Mr. Thor

• mas Shorthoſe, and 7 more old Free-Maſons. We all dined at the

• Half-moon cavern , Cheapſide, at a noble diriner prepared at the

o charge of the new accepted Mafons.'

An old record of the Society deſcribes a coat of arms much the

ſame with thatof the London company of freemen Maſons; whence

it is generally believed that this company is a branch of that ancient

fraternity ; and in former times, no man , it alſo appears, has made

free of that company, until he was initiated in ſome lodge of free and

accepted Maſons, as a neceſſary qualification. This practice ftill

prevails in Scotland among the operative Maſons.

The writer of Mr. Aſhmole's life, who was not a Maron , before

his Hiſtory of Berkdhire, p. 6. gives the following account of

Maſonry :

" He ( Mr. Afhmole) was elected a brother of the company of

66 Free -Mafons ; a favour eſteemed ſo fingular by the Members,

" that kings themſelves have not diſdained to enter themſelves of

“ this Society . From theſe are derived the adopted Maſons, asia

« cepted maſons, or Free -Mafons ; who are known to one another

“ all over the world , by certain ſignals and watch - words known to

os them alone. They have ſeveral lodges in different countries for

" their reception ; and when any of them fall into decay, the bro .

" therhood is to relieve them. The manner of their adoption or

« admiffion is very formal and folemn, and with the adminiſtration

“ of an oath of ſecrecy , which has had better fate than all other

~ oaths, and has ever been moſt religioufly obſerved ; nor has the

66 world been yet able, by the inadvertency, ſurpriſe, or folly of

6 any of its members, to dive into this myttyery, or make the leaft

« diſcovery."

In some of Mr. Aſhmole's manuſcripts, there are many valuable

collections relating to the hittory of the Free Maſons, as may be

gathered from the letters of Dr. Knipe, of Chriit-church, Oxford,

to the publiſher of Alamole's Life ; the following extracts from which

will authenticate and illuſtrate many fa & s in this hiſtory :

66 As to the ancient Society of Free -Marons, concerning whom

& you are deſirous of knowing what may be known with ceriainly,

* ' I fall only tell you, that if our worthy brother E. Aſhmole, eſg.

a had executed his intended deſign , our fraternity had been as much

“ obliged to him as the brethren of the most 'noble Order of the
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both in London and the country ; particularly in

deſigning the magnificent row of Great Queen

ſtreet, and the weſt ſide of Lincoln's Inn Fields,

with Lindſey -houſe in the centre ; the late Chi.

rurgeons’-hall and theatre , now Barbers’- hall, in

Monkwell-ſtreet ; Shafteſbury -houſe, latethe Lon.

" Garter . I would not have you ſurpriſed at this expreſſion, or

" think it at all too affuming . The Sovereigns of that Order hav:

" not diſdained cur fellowſhip , and there have been times when

Emperors were alſo Free -Maſons. What from Mr. Aſhmole's

" collection I could gather was, that the report of our Society taking

“ riſe from a buil granted by the pope in the reign of Henry VI .

to fume lialian architects, to travel over all Europe to erect chapels,

" was ill - founded . Such a ball there was, and thoſe architects

were Mafons.
But this bull, in the opinion of the learned

« Mr. Aſhmale, was confirmative only , and did not by any means

“ create our fraternity , or even eſtabliſh them in this kingdom .

« But as to the time and manner of that eſtabliſhirent, ſomething I

« fhall rela :e from the ſame collections.

“ St. Alban , the proto-martyr, eſtabliſhed Maſonry here, and

" from his time it fouriſhed , more or leſs, according as the world

went, down to the days of king Athelſtane, who , for the fake

" of his brother Edwín, granted the Maſons a charter. Under our

“ Norman princes they fiequently received extraordinary marks of

" royal favour . There is no doubt to be made, that the ſkill of

« Malons, which was always tranſcendently great, even in the moſt

« barbarous times ; their wonderful kindneſs and attachment to

" each other, how different foever in condition , and their inviolable

” fidelity in keeping religiouſly their ſecrets ; muſt have expoſed

“ them, in ignorant, troubleſome, and ſuperſtitious times, to a vaſt

« variety of adventures , according to the different ſtate of parties,

" and other alterations in government. By the way, it may be

" noted , that the Maſons were always loyal , which expoſed them

“ to great ſeverities when power wore the appearance of juſtice , and ,

« c thoſe who committed treaſon puniſhed true men as traitors. Thus,

" in the 34 year of Henry VI , an act paſſed to aboliſh the fociety

c of Mafons, and to hinder , under grievous penalties, the holding

<< chapters, lodges , or oiher regular aſſemblies ; yet this act was

« afterwards (virtually] repealed ; and even before that , king Henry

“ and ſeveral lords of his court became fellows of the craft. ”.
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don lying-in hofpital for married women, in Al

derfgate - ſtreet ;- Bedford- houſe in Bloomſbury

fquare; Berkley-houſe, Piccadilly, lately burnt,

and rebuilt, now in the poffeffion of the duke of

Devonſhire ; and York -ſtairs, at Thames, &c.

Beſide theſe, he deſigned Gunnerſbury -houſe near

Brentford ; Wilton -houſe in Wiltſhire ; Caſtle.

abbey in Northamptonſhire ; Stoke-park ; part of

the quadrangle at St. John's, Oxford ; Charlton

houſe, and Cobham-hall , in Kent ; Coles-hill in

Berkſhire , and the Grange, in Hampſhire.

The breaking out of the civil wars obſtructed

the progreſs of Maſonry in England for fome time.

After the Reſtoration, however, it began to revive

under the patronage of Charles II . who had been

received into the Order during his exile * .

On the 27th December 1663, a general afſem

bly was held, at which Henry Jermyn , earl of St. '

Alban's, was elected Grand Maſter ; who ap

pointed Sir John Denham knt. his deputy, and Mr.

( afterwards Sir) Chriſtopher Wrent, and John

Some lodges in the reign of Charles II. were conſtituted by

leave of the ſeveral noble Grand Maſters, and many gentlemen

and famous ſcholars requeſted at that time to be admiteed of the

fraternity.

+ He was the only ſon of Dr Chriſtopher Wren , dean of Windo

for, and was born in 1632. His genius for arts and ſciences appeared

éarly. At the age of thirteen, he invented a new aſtronomical in .

ftrument, by the name of Pan -organum , and wrote a treatiſe on the

origin of rivers . He invented a new pneumatic engine, and a peculiar

inftrument of uſe in gnomonics , to ſolve this problem, viz . « On a

• known plane, in a known elevation, to deſcribe ſuch lines with the

( expedite turning of rundles to certain divifions, as by the ſhadow

• the ſtyle may thew the equal hours of the day . ' : In 1646, at the

age of 14, he was admitted a gentleman commoner in Wadham colo

lege, Oxon, where he greatly improved under the inſtructions and



186 ILLUSTRATIONS

Webb his wardens. Several uſeful regulations *

were made at this affembly, for the better govern

friend bip of Dr. John Wilkins and Dr. Seth Ward , who were gen

tlemen of grear learning , and afterward promoted by king Charles II .

to the mitre . ' His other numerous juvenile productions in mathe

matics, provehim to be a ſcholar of the higheſt eminence . He

afifted Dr. Scarborough in anatomical preparations, and experiments

upon the muſcles of the human body ; whence are dated the first

Iftroduction of geometrical and mechanical ſpeculations in anatomy .

He wrole diſcourſes on the longitude ; on the variations of the mag

petical needle ; derenautica veterum ; how to find the velocity of a

Dip in ſailing ; of the improvements of gallies ; and how to recover

wrecks. . Beſide theſe, he treated on the convenient way of ufing

artillery on thipboard ; how to build on deep water ; how to build

a mole into the fea, without Puzzolan dust , orciſterns ; and of the

improvement of river navigation, by the joining of rivers. In ſhort,

the works of this excellent genius appear to be rather the united

efforts of a whole century , than the production of one man.

* Among other regulations made at this affembly were the fol.

lowing :

1. That no perſon, of what degree foever, be made or accepted

• a Free-Malon unleſs in a regular lodge, whereof one to be a Maſter

or a Warden in that limit or divifion where ſuch lodge is kept, and

• another to be a craftſman in the trade of Free -Maſonry,

2. That no perfoo hereafter Daall be accepted a Free . Mafon , but

• ſuch as are of able body, honeſt parentage, good reputation, and

an obſeryer of the laws of the land .

6.3 . That no perfon hereafter who thall be accepted a Free -Mafon ,

* fhall be admitted into any lodge or affembly , until he has brought

a certificate of the time and place of his acceptation from the

• ladge that accepted bim , unto the Malter of that limit or diviſion

• where ſuch lodge is kept: And the ſaid Mafter shall ensol the

' fame io a roll of parchment to be kept for that purpoſe, and leal

I give an account of all ſuch acceptations at every general aſſembly,

4. That every perſon who now is a Free -Malon, hhall bring to

the Malter a note of the time of his acceptation , to the end the

• fame may be enrolled in ſuch priority of place as the brother

deſerves ; and that the whole company and fellows may the better

( kaow each otber.

So That for the future the faid fraternity of Free-Malops shall

be regulated and governed by one Gaand Mater, and as many

6

$
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ment of the lodges, and the greateſt harmony pre

vailed among the brethren .

Thomas Savage, earl of Rivers, having fuc

ceeded the earl of St. Alban's in the office of

Grand Maſter in June 1666, Sir Chriſtopher Wren

was appointed deputy under his lordſhip, and diſ

tinguiſhed himſelf more than any of his predeceſ

fors in office, in promoting the proſperity of the

few lodges which occaſionally met at this time ;

particularly the old lodge at St. Paul's *, now the

lodge of Antiquity, which he patronized up :

wards of 18 years . The honours which this cele

brated character afterwards received in the ſociety,

are evident proofs of the attachment of the frater

nity toward him .

1

Wardens as the faid Society fhall think fit to appoint at every

i annual general affembly .

.6. That po perſon ſhall be accepted , unleſs he be twenty -one

years old , or more. !

Several records of the ſociety of this and the preceding reign were

loft at the Revolution ; and not a few were too haſtily burnt in our

own times by fome ſcrupulous brothers, from a fear of making difa

çoveries prejudicial to the interefts of the Order.

* It appears from the records of the Lodge of Aptiquity , that

Mr. Wren at this time attended the meetings regularly, and that ,

during his preſidency, he preſented to that lodge, three mahogany

candleſticks, at that time truly valuable, which are ſtill preſerved ,

and highly prized as a memente of the eleem of the honourable

donor.
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To

... SECT.... VI.

The Hiſtory of Maſonry in England from the Fire of

London *, to the Acceſion of George I.

THE year 1666 afforded a fingular and awful

occaſion for the utmoſt exertion of Mafonic abi

lities . The city of London, which had been viſited

in the preceding year by the plague, to whoſe ra

vages, it is computed, above 100,0.00 of its inha

bitants fell a ſacrifice t, had ſcarcely recovered from

the alarm of that dreadful contagion, when a ge

neral conflagration reduced the greateſt part of the

city within the walls to aſhes. This dreadful fire

broke out on the 2d of September, at the houſe

of a baker in Pudding -lane, a wooden building,

pitched on the outſide, as were alſo all the reſt of

the houſes in that narrow lane. The houſe being

filled with faggots and bruſh -wood , ſoon added to

the rapidity of the flames, which raged with ſuch

fury as to ſpread four ways at once.

* . For many of the particulars contained in this Section , I am

indebted to Mr. Noorthouck's edition of the Book of Conſtitu .

tions, publiſhed in 1784 ; which, much to the honour of that

gentleman , is executed in a maſterly manner, and interſperſed with

ſeveral judicious remarks.

+ The Atreets were at this time narrow, crooked, and incom .

modious ; the houſes built chiefly of wood, cloſe, dark, and ill

contrived ; with ſeveral ſtories projecting beyond each other as they

roſe, over the contracted ſtreets . Thus the free circulation of air

was obſtructed , the people breathed a stagnant and unwholeſome

element, replete with foul effluvia , fufficient of itſelf to generate

putrid diſorders. From this circumſtance , the inhabitants were

continually expoſed to contagious diſorders, and the buildings to the

ravages of fire .
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Jonas Moore and Ralph Gatrix , who were ap

pointed ſurveyors on this occafion to examine the

ruins , reported , that the fire over-ran 373 acres

within the walls, and burnt 13,000 houſes, 89 pa

riſh churches , beſides chapels, leaving only 11 pa

riſhes ſtanding. The Royal Exchange, Cuſtom

houſe, Guildhall , Blackwell -hall, St. Paul's cathe

dral, Bridewell, the two compters, fifty - two city

companies halls, and three city gates, were all demo

liſhed . The damage was compured at 10,000, oool .

ſterling *

After ſo ſudden and extenſive a calamity, it be

came neceſſary to adopt ſome regulations to guard

againſt any ſuch cataſtrophe in future. - It was

therefore determined , that in all the new buildings

to be erected, ſtone and brick ſhould be ſubſtituted

in the room of timber . The King and the Grand

Maſter immediately ordered deputy Wren to draw ,

up the plan of a new city , with broad and regular
flreets. Dr. Chriſtopher Wren was appointed

ſurveyor general and principal architect for re

building the city, the cathedral of St. Paul , and

all the parochial churches enacted by parliament,

in lieu of thoſe that were deſtroyed, with other

public ſtructures. This gentleman, conceiving the

charge too important for a ſingle perſon , ſelected

Mr. Robert Hook, profeſſor of geometry in Gre .

ſham college , to alliſ him ; who was immediately

employed in meaſuring, adjuſting, and ſetting out

the ground of the private ſtreets to the ſeveral

proprietors . Dr. Wren's model and plan were

iaid before the king and the houſe of commons,

* Anderſon's Hiſtory of Commerce, vol. ii . p . 130.
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and the practicability of the whole ſcheme, with

out the infringement of property, clearly demon

ſtrated : it unfortunately happened , however, that

the greater part of the citizens were abſolutely

averſe to alter their old poſſeſſions, and to recede

from building their houſes again on the old found

ations. Many were unwilling to give up their

properties into the hands of public truſtees, till

they ſhould receive an equivalent of more advan.

tage ; while others expreffed diftraſt. Every means

were tried to convince the citizens, that by remov

ing all the church-yards, gardens, & c . to the out

ſkirts of the city , fufficient room would be given to

augment the ſtreets, and properly to diſpoſe of the

churches, halls, and other public buildings , to the

perfe & fatisfaction of every proprietor ; but the

repreſentation of all theſe improvements had no

weight. The citizens choſe to have their old city

again , under all its diſadvantages, rather than a

new one, the principles of which they were un

willing to underſtand, and conſidered as innova

tions . Thus an opportunity was loſt, of making

the new city the moſt magnificent, as well as the

moſt commodious for health and trade, of any in

Europe. The architect, cramped in the execution

of his plan , was obliged to abridge his fclieme,

and exert his utmoſt labour, ſkill , and ingenuity,

to model the city in the manner in which it has

fince appeared .

On the 23d of October 1667 , the king in per

ſon levelled in form the foundation ſtone of the

new Royal Exchange, now allowed to be the fineſt

in Europe , and on the 28th September 1669 , it
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was opened by the lord mayor and aldermien .

Round the inſide of the ſquare , above the arcades ,

and between the windows, are the ſtatues of the

ſovereigns of England . In the centre of the ſquare,

is erected the king's ſtatue to the life , in a Cæfa .

rean habit of white marble, executed in a malterly

manner by Mr. Gibbons, then grand warden of

the Society.

In 1668, the Cuſtom -houſe for the port of Lon

don , ſituated on the ſouth ſide of Thames-ſtreet,

was built, adorned with an upper and lower order of

architecture. In the latter, are ſtone columns, and

entablement of the Tuſcan order: and in the former,

are pilaſters, entablature, and five pediments of

the Ionic order. The wings are elevated on co

lumns, forming piazzas ; and the length of the

building is 189 feet ; its breadth in the middle, 27 ;

and at the weſt end , 60 feet.

This year alſo, deputy Wren and his warden

Webb finiſhed the Theatrum Sheldonium at Oxford ,

deſigned and executed at the private expence of

Gilbert Sheldon, archbiſhop of Canterbury, an'ex

cellent architect, and able deſigner. On the oth

of July 1669, the capeſtone of this elegant building

was celebrated with joy and feſtivity by the craftſ

men , and an elegant.oration delivered on the occa

ſion by Dr. South.

Deputy Wren, at the fame time, built, at the

expence of the Univerfity, that other maſter

piece of architecture, the pretty mufeum near

this theatre .

In 1671 , Mr. Wren began to build that great

fluted column called the Monument, in memory of
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the burning and re-building of the city of London ,

This Itupendous pillar was finiſhed in 1677. It is

24 feet higher than Trajan's pillar at Rome, and

built of Portland ſtone, of the Doric order. Its

altitude , from the ground, is 202 feet ; the greateſt

diameter of the ſhaft or body of the column,

15. feet ; the ground plinth , or bottom of the pe

deſtal, 28 feet ſquare ; and the pedeſtal 40 feet

high. Over the capital, is an iron balcony, en

compaſſing a cone 32 feet high, ſupporting a

blazing urn of gilt brals. Within is a large ftair

caſe of black marble , containing 345 ſteps, each

ſtep ten inches and an half broad, and fix inches

thick . The weſt ſide of the pedeſtal is adorned

with curious emblems, by the maſterly hand of

Mr. Cibber, father to the late poet -laureat Colley

Cibber ; in which eleven principal figures are done

in alto, and the reſt in baſo relievo. That to which

the eye is particularly directed , is a female, repre

ſenting the City of London , ſitting in a languiſhing

poſture, on a heap of ruins. Behind her, is Time,

gradually raiſing her up ; and at her fide, a woman,

repreſenting Providence, gently touching her with

one hand , while , with a winged ſceptre in the

other, ſhe directs her to regard two goddeſſes in

the clouds ; one with a cornucopia, denoting

Plenty ; the other, with a palm branch , the em- :

blem of Peace . At her feet is a bee- hive , to

thew that, by induſtry and application , the greateſt ,

misfortunes Behind Time, are

the Citizens, exulting at his endeavours to reſtore

her ; and beneath , in the midſt of the ruins, is a

dragon, the ſupporter of the city arms , who en .

may
be overcome.
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deavours to preſerve them with his paw. At the

north end , is a view of the City in flames, the in

habitants in confternation, with their arms extended

upward , crying for affiſtance. Oppoſite the City ,

on an elevated pavement, ſtands the King, in a

Roman habit, with a laurel on his head, and a

truncheon in his hand ; who, on approaching her,

commands three of his attendants to deſcend to

her relief. The firſt repreſents the Sciences, with

a winged head , and circle of naked boys dancing

thereon , and holding Nature in her hand, with

her numerous breaſts, ready to give alliſtance to

all . The ſecond is Architecture, with a plan in

one hand, and a ſquare and pair of compaſſes in

the other. The third is Liberty, waving a hat in

the air, and ſhewing her joy at the pleaſing prof.

pect of the City's ſpeedy recovery. Behind the

King, ſtands his brother, the duke of York, with

a garland in one hand, to crown the riſing city,

and a ſword in the other, for her defence. The

two figures behind them, are Juſtice and Fortitude;

the former with a coronet, and the latter with a

reined lion ; while, under the pavement, in a vault,

appears Envy gnawing a heart. In the upper part

of the back ground, the re- conſtruction of the

city is repreſented by ſcaffolds and unfiniſhed

houſes, with builders at work on them . The north

and ſouth ſides of the pedeſtal have each a Latin

inſcription, one deſcribing the deſolation of the

city, the other its reſtoration . The eaſt ſide of

the pedeſtal has an inſcription , expreſſing the time

in which the pillar was begun, continued, and

brought to perfection. In one line continued

K
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found the baſe, are theſe words : “ This pillar

“ was ſet up in perpetual remembrance of the

" moſt dreadful burning of this Proteſtant city,

“ begun and carried on by the treachery andma

“ lice of the Popiſh faction , in the beginning of

“ September in the year of our Lord 1666, in

“ order to the carrying on their horrid plot for

rí extirpating the Proteſtant religion , and old

“ Engliſh liberty, and introducing popery and

“ Slavery . ” This inſcription , upon the duke of

York's acceſſion to the crown , was eraſed ; but,

foon after the Revolution, reſtored again ,

The rebuilding of the city of London was viga

roudly profecuted, and the reſtoration of St. Paul's

cathedral claimed particular attention . Dr. Wren

drew ſeveral deſigns , to diſcover what would be

moſt acceptable to the geveral taſte ; and finding

perſons of all degrees declare for magnificence

and grandeur, he formed a deſign according to the

very beſt ftile of Greek and Roman architecture,

and cauſed a large model of it to be made in wood ;

but the biſhops deciding that it was not fufficiently

in the cathedral ſtile, the ſurveyor was ordered to

amend it , and he then produced the ſcheme of

the preſent ſtructure, which was honoured with

the king's approbation . The original model, how.

ever , which was only of the Corinthian order,

like St. Peter's at Rome, is ſtill kept in an apart

ment of the cathedral, as a real curioſity.

In 1673 , the foundation ſtone * of this magni

ficent cathedral , deſigned by deputy Wren , was

* The mallet with which the king levelled this foundation ſtone

was lodged by Sir Chriſtopher Wren in the old lodge of St. Paul, now

the lodge of Antiquity, where it is ftill preſerved as a great curiofiły .
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laid in folemn form by the King, attended by

Grand Maſter Rivers, his architects and craftſmen ,

in the preſence of the nobility and gentry ,, the lord

mayor and aldermen, the biſhops and clergy, &c.

During the whole time this ſtructure was building,

Mr. Wren acted as maſter of the work and ſur

veyor, and was ably aſlifted by his wardens, Mr.

Edward Strong and his fon .

St. Paul's cathedral is planned in the form of a

long croſs ; the walls are wrought in ruſtic, and

ſtrengthened, as well as adorned, by two rows of

coupled pilaſters, one over the other ; the lower

Corinthian , and the upper Compoſite. The ſpaces

between the arches of the windows, and the archi.

tecture of the lower order, as well as thoſe above,

are filled with a variety of enrichments .

The weſt front is graced with a moſt magnifix

cent portico, a noble pediment, and two ſtately
turrets. There is a grand flight of ſteps of black

marble that extend the whole length of the pore

tico, which conſiſts of twelve lofty Corinthian

columns below , and eight of the Compoſite order

above ; theſe are all coupled and fluted. The

upper ſeries ſupport a noble pediment, crowned

with its acroteria ; and in this pediment is an ele

gant repreſentation in bas relief of the converſion

of St. Paul, executed by Mr. Bird, an artiſt whoſe

name, on account of this piece alone, is worthy .

of being tranſmitted to pofterity. The figures are

well executed : the magnificent figure of St. Paul,

on the apex of the pediment, with St. Peter on

his right, and St. James on his left, produce a

fine effect. The four Evangeliſts, with their pro
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per emblems , on the front of the towers , are

judiciouſly diſpoſed, and ſkilfully finiſhed ; St.

Matthew is diſtinguiſhed by an angel ; St. Mark,

by a lion ; St. Luke, by an ox ; and St. John, by

an eagle .

To the north portico, there is an aſcent by

twelve circular ſteps of black marble, and its dome

is ſupported by fix grand Corinthian columns.

Upon the dome is a well-proportioned urn, finely

ornamented with feſtoons ; over the urn is a pedi

ment, ſupported by pilaſters in the wall , in the

face, of which are carved the royal arms, with the

regalia , ſupported by angels . Statues of five of

the apoſtles are placed on the top, at proper

diſtances.

The ſouth portico anſwers to the north , and,

like that, is ſupported by fix noble Corinthian co

lumns ; but as the ground is conſiderably lower

on this ſide of the church than the other, the

aſcent is by a flight of twenty -five ſteps. This

portico has alſo a pediment above, in which is a

phoenix riſing out of the flames, with the motto,

RESURGAM, underneath it ; as an emblem of

rebuilding the church . A curious accident is ſaid

to have given riſe to this device , which was pár

ticularly obſerved by the architect as a favourable

When Dr. Wren was marking out the

dimenſions of the building , and had fixed on the

centre of the great dome, a common labourer

was ordered to bring him a flat ſtone from among

the rubbiſh , to leave as a direction to the maſons.

The ſtone which the man brought happened to

be a piece of a grave- ſtone, with nothing remain .

omen .
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ing of the infcription but this ſingle word , in large

capitals, RESURGAM ; and this circumſtance left

an impreſſion on Dr. Wren's mind, that could

never afterwards be eraſed . On this ſide of the

building are likewiſe five ſtatues, which corre

fpond with thoſe on the apex of the north pedia

ment .

At the eaſt end of the church is a ſweep, or

circular projection, for the altar , finely ornamented

with the orders, and with ſculpture ; particularly

a noble piece in honour of king William III .

The dome, which riſes in the centre of the

whole, is ſuperlatively grand. Twenty feet above

the roof of the church is a circular range of

thirty-two columns, with niches placed exactly

againſt others within . Theſe are terminated by

their entablature, which ſupports a handſome gal

Jery, adorned with a baluſtrade. Above theſe co

lumns is a range of pilaſters, with windows bea

tween ; and from the entablature of theſe, the

diameter decreaſes very conſiderably ; and two

feet above that, it is again contracted . From this

part the external ſweep of the dome begins, and

the arches meet at 52 feet above. On the ſummit

of the dome, is an elegant balcony, and from its

centre riſes the lantern , adorned with Corinthian

columns. The whole is terminated by a ball, on

which ſtands a croſs, both of which are elegantly

gilt.

This noble fabric is ſurrounded , at a proper

diſtance, by a dwarf ſtone wall , on which is placed

the moſt magnificent baluſtrade of caſt iron per

haps in the univerſe, four feet Gix inches in height,

K 3
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excluſive of the wall . In this incloſure are ſeven

beautiful iron gates, which, together with the

baluſters, in number about 2500, weigh 200 tons

and 85 pounds.

In the centre of the area of the grand weſt

front, on a pedeſtal of excellent workmanfhip ,

ſtands a ftatue of queen Anne, formed of white

marble, with proper decorations . The figures on

the baſe repreſent Britannia, with her fpear ;

Gallia, with the crown in her lap ; Hibernia , with

her harp ; and America, with her bow. Theſe,

and the coloffal ſtatues with which the church

is adorned, were executed by the ingenious

Mr. Hill .

A ftri & regard to the ſituation of this cathedral,

due eaſt and weſt, has given it an oblique appear

ance with reſpect to Ludgate.ſtreet in front ; fo

that the great front gate in the ſurrounding iron

rails, being made to regard the ſtreet in front,

rather than the church to which it belongs , the

ſtatue of queen Anne, that is exa &tly in the middle

of the weſt front, is thrown on one fide the ſtraight

approach from the gate to the church, and gives

an idea of the whole edifice being awry.

Under the grand portico , at the weſt end, are

three doors, ornamented at the top with bas re

lief. The middle door, which is by far the largeſt,

is caſed with white marble, and over it is a fine

piece of baffo relievo , in which St. Paul is repre

ſented preaching to the Bercans. On entering the

door, the mind is ſtruck by the extent of the viſta .

An arcade, ſupported by lofty and maffy pillars on

each hand, divides the church into the body and
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two aiſles ; and the view is terminated by the altar

at the extremity of the choir ; ſubject, nevertheleſs,

to the intervention of the organ ſtanding acroſs ,

which forms a heavy obſtruction . The pillars are

adorned with columns and pilaſters of_the Co

rinthian and Compoſite orders ; and the arches

of the roof are enriched with ſhields , feſtoons,

chaplets, and other ornaments . In the aiſle, on

one hand , is the confiftory , and oppoſite, on the

other, the morning prayer chapel . Theſe have

very beautiful ſcreens of carved wainſcot, which

are much admired.

Over the centre, where the great aifles croſs

each other, is the grand cupola, or dome, the vaſt

concave of which inſpires a pleaſing awe. Under

its centre is fixed in the floor, a braſs plate , round

which the pavement is beautifully variegated ; but

the figures into which it is formed, can no where

be ſo well ſeen as from the whiſpering -gallery

above. Here the ſpectator has at once a full view

of the organ , richly ornamented with carved work,

and the entrance to the choir directly under ' it.

The two aiſles on the ſides of the choir, as well as

the choir itſelf, are incloſed with very fine iron

rails and gates.

The altar- piece is adorned with four noble fluted

pilaſters, painted and veined with gold , in imita

tion of lapis lazuli, and their capitals are double

gilt . In the intercolumniations below , are nine

marble pannels, and above are fix windows, in the

two feries. The floor of the whole church is paved

with marble ; and within the rails of the altar ,

KA
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with porphyry, poliſhed, and laid in ſeveral geo

metrical figures.

In the great cupola , which is 108 feet in dia

meter, the architect ſeems to have imitated the

Pantheon at Rome , excepting that the upper order

is there only umbratile, and diſtinguiſhed by dif

ferent coloured marbles ; while, in St. Paul's, it

is extant out of the wall . The Pantheon is no

higher within than its diameter ; St. Peter's is two

diameters ; the former ſhews its concave too low,

the latter too high : St. Paul's is proportioned be

tween both, and therefore ſhews its concave every

way , and is very lightſome by the windows of the up

per order. Theſe ſtrike down the light through the

great colonnade that encircles the dome without,

and ſerve for the abutment, which is brick of the

thickneſs of two bricks ; but as it riſes every way

five feet high, it has a courſe of excellent brick of

18 inches long, banding through the whole thick.

neſs ; and , to make it ſtill more ſecure, it is ſur .

rounded with a vaſt chain of iron , ſtrongly linked

together at every ten feet. This chain is let into

achannel, cut into the bandage of Portland ſtone,

and defended from the weather by filling the

groove with lead . The concave was turned upon

a centre , which was judged neceſſary to keep the

work true ; but the centre was laid without any

ſtandards below for ſupport. Every ſtory of the

fcaffolding being circular, and the ends of all the

ledgers meeting as ſo manyrings, and truly wrought,

it ſupported itſelf.
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As the old church of St. Paul had a lofty ſpire ,

Dr. Wren was obliged to give his building an

altitude that might ſecure it from ſuffering by the

compariſon. To do this, he made the dome with

out, much higher than within , by raiſing a ſtrong

brick cone over the internal cupola, ſo conſtructed

as to ſupport an elegant ſtone lantern on the apex.

This brick cone is ſupported by a cupola formed of

timber, and covered with lead : between which and

the cone are eaſy ſtairs, up to the lantern . Here the

ſpectator may view contrivances that are truly aſto

niſhing. The outward cupola is only ribbed , which

the architect thought leſs Gothic than to ſtick it full

of ſuch little lights as are in the cupola of St.

Peter's, that could not without difficulty be mend

ed, and, if neglected , might ſoon damage the tim

bers. As the architect was ſenſible that paintings

are liable to decay, he intended to have beautified

the inſide of the cupola with moſaic work ; which ,

without the leaſt fading of colours, would be as:

durable as the building itſelf : bur in this he was

over-ruled , though he had undertaken to procure

four of the moſt eminent artiſts in that profeſſion

from Italy, for the purpoſe. This part, therefore,

is now decorated by the pencil of Sir James Thorn

hill , who has repreſented the principal paſſages of

Şt . Paul's life, in eight compartments. Theſe

paintings are all ſeen to advantage by means of a

circular opening, through which the light is tranſ

mitted with admirable effect from the lantern

above ; butthey are now cracked, and ſadly decayed.

· Divine ſervice was performed in the choir of this

cathedral for the firſt time on the thankſgiving day
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for the peace of Ryſwick, Dec. 2, 1697 * ; and the

laſt ſtone on the top of the lantern laid by Mr.

Chriſtopher Wren, the ſon of the architect, in

1710. This noble fabric, lofty enough to be dif

cerned at ſea eaſtward , and at Windſor to the weſt,

was begun and completed in the ſpace of 35 years,

by one architect, the great Sir Chriſtopher Wren ;

one principal maſon, Mr. Strong ; and under one

biſhop of London, Dr. Henry Compton : whereas

St. Peter's at Rome was 155 years in building,

under twelve ſucceſſive architects, affifted by the

police and intereſt of the Roman fee, and attended

by the beſt artiſts in ſculpture, ſtatuary, painting,

and moſaic work.

The various parts of this fuperb edifice I have

been thus particular in deſcribing, as it reflects ho

nour on the ingenious architect who built it, and

as there is not an inſtance on record of any work

of equal magnitude having ever been completed

by one man .

While the cathedral of St. Paul's was carrying

on, as a national undertaking, the citizens did not

neglect their own immediate concerns, but reſtored

fuch of their halls and gates as had been deſtroyed .

In April 1675, was laid the foundation ſtone of

the preſent Bethlehem -hoſpital for lunatics, in

Moorfields. This is a magnificent building, 540

feet long, and 40 broad, beſide the two wings,

which were not added until ſeveral years after

ward. The middle and ends of the edifice project

a little, and are adorned with pilaſters), entabla

tures, foliages, & c. which, riſing above the reſt

* Howell's Medulla, Hift. Ang.
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of the building, have each a flat roof, with a hand

ſome baluſtrade of ſtone. In the centre is an ele

gant turret , adorned with a clock, gilt ball , and

vane. The whole building is brick and ſtone, in

cloſed by a handſome wall , 680 feet long, of the

ſame materials. In the centre of the wall , is a

large pair of iron gates ; and on the piers on

which theſe are hung, are two images, in a reclin

ing poſture, one repreſenting raving, the other

melancholy, madneſs. The expreſſion of theſe figures

is admirable , and they are the workmanſhip of Mr.

Cibber, the father of the laureat, before men

tioned .

The college of Phyſicians alſo , about this time,

diſcovered ſome taſte in erecting their college in

Warwick -lane, which, though little known, is

eſteemed by good judges a delicate building.

The fraternity were now fully employed ; and by

them the following pariſh churches, which had

been conſumed by the great fire, were gradually rea

built, or repaired :

Allhallows Bread - Street, finiſhed 1694 ; and the ſteeple com

pleted 1697 .

Allhallows the Great, Thames- Street, 1683.

Allhallows, Loñbard -ſtreet, 1694.

St. Alban , Wood - ftreet, 1685. ,

St. Anne and Agnes, St. Anne's-lane , Alderſgate-Street, 1630.

St. Andrew's Wardrobe, Puddledock - bill, 1692 .

St. Andrew's, Holborn , 1687 .

St. Anthony's, Watling -ſtreet,1682.

St. Auguſtin's, Watling - ſtreet, 1683 ; and the ſteeple finiſhed 1695,

St. Bartholomew's , Royal Exchange, 1679.

St. Benedict, Grace-church - ſtreet, 1685.

St. Benedict's, Threadneedle -Street, 1673 .

St. Bennet's, Paul's Wharf, Thames - ftreet, 1683 .

Si . Bride's, Fleet - Street, 1680 ; and farther adorned in 16996
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Chriſt - church , Newgate -ſtreet; 1687 .

St. Chriſtopher's, Threadneedle - treet, ( since taken down to make

room for the Bank ,) repaired in 1696.

St. Clement Danes, in the Strand, taken down 1680 , and rebuilt by

Sir Chriſtopher Wren , 1682.

St. Clement's, Eaſt Cheap , St. Clement’s -lane, 1686.

St. Dennis Back, Lime - ſtreet, 1674.

St. Dunftan's in the Eaſt, Tower - Atreet, repaired in 1698.

St. Edmond's the King, Lombard - treet, rebuilt in 1674.

St. George, Botolph -lane, 1674.

St. James, Garlick -hill , 1683 .

St. James, Weſtminſter, 1675 .

St. Lawrence Jewry, Cateaton -ftreet , 1677.

St. Magnus, London - bridge , 1676 ; and the ſteeple in 1705.

St. Margaret, Lothbury, 1690.

St. Margaret Pattens, Little Tower-Areet, 1687.

St. Martin's, Ludgate, 1684.

St. Mary Abchurch, Abchurch - lane, 1686.

St. Mary’s-at- hill, St. Mary's hill , 1672.

St. Mary's Aldermary, Bow- lane , 1672.

St. Mary Magdalen , Old Filh . Atreet, 1685.

St. Mary Somerſet, Queenhithe, Thames -itreet, 1683 .

St. Mary le Bow, Cheapfide, 1683. This church was built on the

wall of a very ancient one in the early time of the Roman colony ;

the roof is arched , and ſupported with ten Corinthian columns ;

but the principal ornament is the ſteeple, which is deemed an

admirable piece of architecture, not to be paralleled by that of any

other parochial church . It riſes from the ground a ſquare tower ,

plain at bottom , and is ca : ried up to a conſiderable height in this

shape, but with more ornament as it advances. The principal

decoration of the lower part is the door - caſe ; a lofty, coble arch,

faced with a bold and well-wrought ruftic , raiſed on a plain folia

courſe from the foundation . Within the arch , is a portal of the

Doric order, with well- proportioned columns ; the frieze is orna

mented with triglyphs, and with ſculpture in the metopes. There

are ſome other night ornaments in this part , which is terminated

by an elegant cornice , over which riſes a plain courſe , from which

the dial projects. Above this, in each face, there is an arched

window, with lonic pilaſters at the Gides. The entablature of the

order is well - wrought ; it has the ſwelling frieze, and ſupports on

the cornice an elegant baluſtrade , with Attic pillars over Ionic

columns. Theſe fuſtain elegant ſcrolls , on wbich are placed urns

with flames, and from this past the Ateeple riſes circular. There
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is a plain courſe to the height of balf the ſcrolls, and upon this is

raiſed an elegant circular ſeries of Corinthian columns. There

ſupport a ſecond baluſtrade with ſcrolls ; and above there is placed

another ſeries of columns of the Compoſite order ; while, from the

entablature, riſes a fet of ſcrolls ſupporting the ſpire, which is

placed on balls, and terminated by a globe, on which is fixed a

vane .

St. Mary Woolnoth's, Lombard -ſtreet, repaired in 1677 .

St. Mary, Aldermanbury, rebuilt 1677.

St. Matthew, Friday - ſtreet, 1685.

St. Michael, Bafinghall-ſtreet, 1679 .

St. Michael Royal, College hill, 1694.

St. Michael, Queenhithe, Trinity- lane, 1677.

St. Michael, Wood - ftrect, 1675.

St. Michael, Crooked -lane, 1688.

St. Michael, Cornhill, 1672.

St. Mildred, Bread - ſtreet, 1683.

St. Mildred, Poultry , 1676 .

St. Nicholas, Cole abbey, Old Fiſh freet , 1677 .

St. Olave's, Old Jewry, 1673 .

St. Peter's, Cornhill, 1681 .

St. Sepulchre's, Snow-hill , 1670 .

St. Stephen's, Coleman - ftreet, 1676 .

St. Stephen's, Walbrook, behind the Manſion -houſe, 1676. Many

encomiums have been beſtowed on this church for its interior

beauties. The dome is finely proportioned to the church , and

divided into ſmall compartments, decorated with great elegance, ana

crowned with a lantern ; the roofis alſo divided into compartments,

and ſupported by noble Corinthian columns raiſed on their

pedeſtals. This church has three aiſles and a croſs aiſle ,' is 75

feet long, 36 broad, 34 high, and 58 to the lantern . It is famous

all over Europe, and juſtly reputed the maſter- piece of Sir Chriſ

topher Wren. There is not a beauty of which the plan would

admit, that is not to be found here in its greateſt perfection .

St. Swithin's, Cannon- itreet, 1673..

St. Vedaſt, Foſter- Jane , 1697 .

While theſe churches, and other public build

ings, were going forward under the direction of

Sir Chriſtopher Wren , king Charles did not con

fine his improvements to England alone, but com

manded Sir William Bruce, Bart. Grand Maſter of
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Scotland , to rebuild the palace of Holyrood -houſe

at Edinburgh ; which was accordingly executed by

that architect in the beſt Auguſtan ftile .

During the proſecution of the great works above

deſcribed , the private buſineſs of the Society was

not neglected , but lodges were held at different

places, and many new ones conſtituted, to which

the beſt architects reforted .

In 1674, the earl of Rivers reſigned the office

of Grand Maſter, and was ſucceeded by George

Villiers, duke of Buckingham . He left the care of

the brethren to his wardens, and Sir Chriſtopher

Wren, who ſtill continued to act as deputy. In

1679, the duke reſigned in favour of Henry Ben

nett, earl of Arlington . Though this nobleman

was too deeply engaged in ſtate- affairs to attend to

the duties of Maſonry, the lodges continued to meet

under his fanction, and many reſpectable gentle

men joined the fraternity.

On the death of the king in 1685 , James II.

fucceeded to the throne ; during whoſe reign the

fraternity were much neglected. The earl of Ar

lington dying this year, the lodges met in commu

nication , and elected Sir Chriſtopher Wren Grand

Maſter, who appointed Gabriel Cibber and Mr.

Edward Strong * his wardens. Maſonry continued

in a declining ſtate for many years, and a few

lodges only occaſionally met in different places.

* Both theſe gentlemen were members of the old lodge of St.

Paul with Sir Chriſtopher Wren , and bore a principal ſhare in all

the improvements which took place after the fire of London ;

the latter is particular diſplayed his abilities in the cathedral of

St. Paul.
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At the Revolution, the Society was ſo much

reduced in the South of England, that no more

than feven regular lodges met in London and its

ſuburbs, of which two only were worthy of no

tice ; the old lodge of St. Paul's, over which Sir

Chriſtopher had preſided during the building of

that ſtructure ; and a lodge at St. Thomas's-hoſpi

tal, Southwark , over which Sir Robert Clayton,

then lord mayor of London , preſided , during the

rebuilding of that hoſpital * .

King William having been privately initiated

into Maſonry in 1695, approved the choice of

Sir Chriſtopher Wren as Grand Maſter, and ho.

noured the lodges with his royal ſanction ; para

ticularly one at Hampton Court, at which it is ſaid

his majeſty frequently preſided during the build

ing of the new part of that palace. Kenſington

palace was built during this reign, under the di

rection of Sir Chriſtopher ; as were alſo Chelſea

hoſpital, and the palace of Greenwich ; the latter

of which had been recently converted into an hor.

ſpital for ſeamen , and finiſhed after the deſign of

Inigo Jones.

At a general aſſembly and feaſt of the Maſons

in 1697, many noble and eminent brethren were

preſent; and among the reſt, Charles duke of

Richmond and Lenox , who was at that time Maſter

of a lodge at Chicheſter. His grace was propoſed

and elected Grand Maſter for the following year ;

and having engaged Sir Chriſtopher Wren to act

as his deputy, he appointed Edward Strong fenior

and Edward Strong junior his wardens. His grace

* See the Book of Conſtitutions, 1738, p . 106, 107,
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continued in office only one year, and was ſucceeded

by Sir Chriſtopher - who continued at the head of

the fraternity till the death of the king in 1702.

During the following reign , Maſonry made no

conſiderable progreſs. Sir Chriſtopher's age and

infirmities drawing off his attention from the duties

of his office, the lodges decreaſed, and the annual

feſtivals were entirely neglected *. The old lodge

at St. Paul's, and a few others, continued to meet

regularly, but conſiſted of few members t. To

increaſe their numbers, a propoſition was made,

and afterwards agreed to , that the privileges of

Maſonry Thould no longer be reſtricted to opera

tive Maſons, but extend to men of various pro

feffions, provided they were regularly approved

and initiated into the Order. In confequence of

this reſolution , many new regulations took place ,

and the Society once more roſe into notice and

eſteem .

SECT. VII.

Hiſtory of the Revival of Maſonry in the South of

England.

On the acceſſion of George I. , the Mafons in

London and its environs, finding themſelves de

prived of Sir Chriſtopher Wren, and their annual

meetings diſcontinued , reſolved to cement under a

new Grand Maſter, and to revive the communi

cations and annual feſtivals of the Society . With

this view, the lodges at the Gooſe and Gridiron in

St. Paul's Church-yard, the Crown in Parker's

* Book of Conſtitutions, 1738 , p . 108 . + Ibid.



OF MASONRY . 209

lane near Drury-lane, the Apple-tree tavern in

Charles-ſtreet Covent-garden , and the Rummer

and Grapes tavern in Channel-row Weſtminſter,

the only four lodges in being in the ſouth of Eng

land at that time, with ſome other old brethren ,

met at the Apple-tree tavern above mentioned in

February 1717 ; and having voted the oldeſt

Mafter -maſon then preſent into the chair, confti

tuted themſelves a Grand Lodge pro tempore in

due form . At this meeting it was reſolved to

revive the quarterly communications of the frater

nity ; and to hold the next annual afſembly and

feaſt on the 24th of June, at the Gooſe and Grid

iron in St. Paul's Church-yard, in compliment to

the oldeſt lodge , which then met there,) for the

purpoſe of electing a Grand Maſter among them-.

felves, till they ſhould have the honour of a noble

brother at their head . Accordingly , on St. John

the Baptiſt's day 1717 , in the third year of the

reign of king George I. , the aſſembly and feaſt

were held at the ſaid houfe ; when the oldeſt

Mafter -maſon, and Maſter of a lodge, having taken

the chair, a liſt of proper candidates for the office

of Grand Maſter was produced : and the names

being ſeparately propoſed, the brethren , by a great

majority of hands , elected Mr. Anthony Sayer

Grand Maſter of Maſons for the enſuing year ;

who was forthwith inveſted by the faid oldeſt Maf

ter, inſtalled by the Maſter of the oldeſt lodge,

and duly congratulated by the aſſembly, who paid

him homage . The Grand Maſter then entered

on the duties of his office , appointed his Wardens,

and commanded the brethren of the four lodges to
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meet him and his Wardens quarterly in commu

nication , enjoining them at the fame time to re

commend to all the fraternity a punctual attend.

ance on the next annual aſſembly and feaſt.

Among a variety of regulations which were pro

poſed and agreed to at this meeting, was the fol

lowing: “ That the privilege of affembling as Ma

fons, which had hitherto been unlimited *, ſhould

be veſted in certain lodges or allemblies of Maſons

convened in certain places ; and that every lodge

to be hereafter convened, except the four old

lodges at this time exiſting, ſhould be legally au

thoriſed to act by a warrant from the Grand Maſter

for the time being, granted to certain individuals

by petition , with the conſent and approbation of

the Grand Lodge in communication , and that

without fuch warrant no lodge ſhould be hereafter

deemed regular or conftitutional.” In conſequence

of this regulation, ſeveral new lodges were ſoon

after convened in different parts of London and

its environs, and the Maſters and Wardens of theſe

lodges were commanded to attend the meetings of

the Grand Lodge, make a regular report of their

proceedings, and tranſmit to the Grand Maſter,

from time to time, a copy of any bye-laws they

might form for their own government ; that no

laws eſtablifhed among them might be contrary to;

* A ſufficient number of Mafons met together within a certain

diſtrict , with the conſent of the theriff or chief magiſtrate of the

place , were empowered , at this time, to make Mafons, and practiſe

the rites of Maſonry, without a warrant of conſtitution . The pri

vilege was inherent in themſelves as individuals ; and this privilege is

Aill enjoyed by the two old lodges which are now extant, and act

by immemorial conſtitution
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or fubverfive of, the general regulations by which

the fraternity had been long governed, and which

had been ſanctioned by the four Lodges when con

vened as a Grand Lodge in 1717 .

In compliment to the brethren of the four old

lodges, by whom the GrandLodge was firſt formed,

it was reſolved, “ That every privilege which they

collectively enjoyed by virtue of their immemorial

rights, they ſhould ſtill continue to enjoy ; and

that no law, rule , or regulation to be hereafter

made' or paſſed in Grand Lodge, fhould ever de.

prive them of ſuch privilege, or encroach on any

landmark which was at that time eſtabliſhed as the

ſtandard of maſonic government. " This reſolu

tion being confirmed , the old Maſons in the me

tropolis , agreeably to the reſolutions of the brethren

at large, veſted all their inherent privileges as indi

viduals in the four old lodges, in truſt that they

would never ſuffer the old charges and ancient

landmarks to be infringed. The four old lodges

then agreed to extend their patronage to every

lodge which ſhould hereafter be conſtituted by the

Grand Lodge according to the new regulations of

the Suciety ; and while ſuch lodges acted in con

formity to the ancient conſtitutions of the Order,

to admit their Maſters and Wardens to ſhare with

them all the privileges of the Grand Lodge, ex

cepting precedence of rank .

Matters being thus amicably adjuſted, the bre

thren of the four old lodges conſidered their

attendance on the future communications of the

Society as unneceſſary ; and therefore, like the

other lodges, trufted implicitly to their Maſters
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and Wardens, reſting ſatisfied that no meaſure of

importance would be adopted without their appro

bation . The officers of the old lodges, however ,

foon began to diſcover, that the new lodges, being

equally repreſented with them at the communica

tions , would, in proceſs of time, ſo far out-num

ber the old ones, as to have it in their power, by

a majority, to encroach on, or even ſubvert, the

privileges of the original Maſons of England,

which had been centered in the four old lodges :

with the concurrence of the brethren at large,

therefore, they very wiſely formed a code of laws

for the future government of the Society, to which

was annexed a conditional clauſe, which the Grand

Maſter for the time being, his ſucceffors, and the

Maſter of every lodge to be hereafter conſtituted ,

were bound to preſerve inviolable in all time

coming. To commemorate this circumſtance, it

has been cuſtonary fince that time, for the

Maſter of the oldeſt lodge to attend every Grand

Inſtallation ; and taking precedence of all preſent,

the Grand Maſter only excepted , to deliver the

book of the original conſtitutions to the new in

ftalled Grand Maſter , on his engaging to ſupport

the ancient charges and general regulations. The

conditional clauſe above referred to, runs thens :

“ Every annual Grand Lodge has an inherent

“ power and authority to make new regulations,

“ or to alter thefe, for the real benefit of this ancient

"fraternity ; provided always THAT THE OLD

6 LAND-MARKS BE CAREFULLY PRESERVED : and

" that fuch alterations and new regulations be

“ propoſed and agreed to at the third quarterly
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& communication preceding the annual grand

« feaft ; and that they be offered alſo to the

“ perufal of all the brethren -before dinner, in

« writing, even of the youngeſt apprentice ; the ap

« probation and conſent of the majority of all the

“ brethren preſent, being abſolutely neceſſary to

o make the ſame binding and obligatory.”

This remarkable clauſe, with thirty-eight regu

lations preceding it, all of which are printed in

the firſt edition of the Book of Conſtitutions, were

approved , and confirmed by one hundred and fifty

brethren , at an annual afſembly and feaſt held at

Stationers'-hall onon St. John the Baptiſt's day

1721 *, and in their preſence ſubſcribed by the

Maſter and Wardens of the four old lodges on the

one part : and by Philip duke of Wharton , then

Grand Maſter ; Theophilus Deſaguliers, M. D.

and F. R. S. Deputy Grand Maſter ; Joſhua Tim

fon , and William Hawkins, Grand Wardens ;

and the Maſters and Wardens of ſixteen lodges

which had been conſtituted between 1717 and

1721 , on the other part.

By the above prudent precaution of our ancient

brethren , the original conſtitutions were eſtabliſhed

as the baſis of all future maſonic juriſdiction in

the ſouth of England ; and the ancient land-marks,

as they are emphatically ſtyled, or the boundaries

ſet up as checks to innovation , were carefully

ſecured againſt the attacks of future invaders.

The four old lodges, in conſequence of the above

* See the first edition of the Book of Conftitutions, p . 58 .
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compact, in which they conſidered themſelves as

a diſtinct party, continued to act by their original

authority ; and ſo far from ſurrendering anyof their

rights, had them frequently ratified and confirmed

by the whole fraternity in Grand Lodge aſſembled ,

who always acknowledged their independent and

immemorial power to practiſe the rites of Maſonry.

No regulations of the Society which might here .

after take place could therefore operate with re

ſpect to thoſe lodges, if ſuch regulations were con

trary to, or ſubverſive of, the original conſtitutions,

by which only they were governed ; and while

their proceedings were conformable to thoſe con

ftitutions, no power known in Maſonry could

legally deprive them of any right or privilege which

they had ever enjoyed.

The neceflity of fixing the original conſtitutions

as the ſtandard by which all future laws in the

Society are to be regulated, was ſo clearly under .

ſtood and defined by the whole fraternity at this

time, that it was eſtabliſhed as an unerring rule,

at every inſtallation, public and private , for many

years afterwards, to make the Grand Maſter, and

the Maſters and Wardens of every lodge, engage

to ſupport the original conftitutions; to the ob

ſervance of which alſo, every Maſon was bound at

his initiation . Whoever acknowledges the univer

fality of Maſonry to be its higheſt glory, muſt

admit the propriety of this conduct ; for were no

ſtandard fixed for the government of the Society,

Maſonry might be expoſed to perpetual variations,

which would effectually deſtroy all the good effects
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that have hitherto reſulted from its univerſality

and extended progreſs *.

* When the earlier editions of this book were printed , the author

was not ſufficiently acquainted with this part of the hiftory of Ma.

ſonry in England. The above particulars have been carefully ex

tracted from old records and authentic manuſcripts, and are in many

points confirmed by the old books of the Lodge of Antiquity, as well

as the firſt and ſecond editions of the Book of Conſtitutions.

The following account of the four old lodges may prove acceptable

to many readers :

1. The old lodge of St. Paul, now named the Lodge of Antiquity ,

No. 1 , formerly held at the Gooſe and Gridiron in St. Paul's

Church - yard , is Aill extant , (in 1795 , ) and regularly meets at the

Free -Malons Tavern in Great Queen - ftreet, Lincoln's-inn Fields,

on the fourth Wedneſday of every month . This lodge is in a very

flouriſhing ſtate, and poſſeſſes Tome valuable records and other ancient

relics.

2. The old lodge , No. 2, formerly held at the Crown in Parker's

lane in Drury-lane, has been extinct above fifty years, by the death

of its mémbers.

3. The old lodge, No. 3 , formerly held at the Apple-tree Ta.

vern in Charles ſtreet, Covent- garden , has been diffolved many

years. By the Lift of Lodges inſerted in the Book of Conftitutions

printed in 1738 , it appears that, in February 1722-3 , this lodge

was removed to the Queen's Head in Knave's Acre, on account of

fome difference among its members, and that the members who

met there, care under a new conſtitutions though, ſays the Book

of Conſtitutions, tbey wanted it not, and ranked as No. 10, in the

Lift. Thus they inconfiderately renounced their former rank under

an immemorial constitution .

4. The lodge, No. 4, formerly held at the Rummer and Grapes

Tavern , in Channel - row, Weſtminfter, was thence removed to the

Horn Tavern in New Palace Yard , where it continued to meet

regularly till within theſe few years ; when, finding themſelves in a

declining ſtate , the members agreed to incorporate with a new and

fouriſhing lodge under the conſtitution of the Grand Lodge, intitled

tbe Somerſet -boufe Lodge, which immediately aſſumed their rank.

It is a queſtion that will admit of ſome diſcuſſion , whether any

of the above old lodges can , while they exiſt as lodges, ſurrender their

rights ; for thoſe rights ſeem to have been granted by the old Mafons

of the metropolis to them in truft ; and any individual Member of

the four old lodges might object to the ſurrender, and in that cafe
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During the adminiſtration of Mr. Sayer, the

Society made little progreſs. Several brethren

joined the old lodges ; but there appear to have

been only two new lodges conſtituted under his

auſpices.

Mr. Sayer was ſucceeded in 1718 by George

Payne Eſq., who was very affiduous in recom

mending a ſtrict obſervance of the communica

tions . He collected many valuable manuſcripts

on the ſubject of Maſonry, and being determined

to ſpare no pains to make himſelf acquainted with

the original government of the craft, he earneſtly

deſired thatthe brethren would bring to the Grand

Lodge any old writings or records concerning the

fraternity, to fhew the uſages of ancient times .

In conſequence of this general intimation , ſeveral

old copies of the Gothic conftitutions were pro

duced, arranged, and digeſted.

On the 24th of June 1719 , another afſembly

and feaſt was held at the Gooſe and Gridiron

before mentioned , when Dr. Deraguliers was una

nimouſly elected Grand Maſter. At this feaſt

the old , regular, and peculiar toaſts or healths of

the Free-Maſons were introduced ; and from this

time we may date the riſe of Free -Mafonry on its

preſent plan in the South of England. The lodges ,

which had conſiderably increaſed by the vigilance

of the Grand Maſter, were viſted by many old

they never could be given up. The four old lodges always preſerved

their original power of making, paling, and raiſing Maſons, being.

termed Maſters Lodges ; while the other lodges, for many years

afterwards, had no ſuch power , it having been the cuſtom to

paſs and raiſe the Marons made at thoſe lodges at the Grand Lodge

only.
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Maſons who had long neglected the craft, feveral

noblemen were initiated , and a number of new

lodges conſtituted .

At an affembly and feaſt held at the Gooſe and

Gridiron on the 24th June 1720, George Payne

eſą. was re - elected Grand Maſter, and under his

mild and vigilant adminſtration the lodges conti

nued to flouriſh .

This year, at fome of the private lodges, to the

irreparable loſs of the fraternity, ſeveral valuable

manuſcripts, concerning the lodges, regulations,

charges , ſecrets, and uſages of Mafons, ( particu

larly one written by Mr. Nicholas Stone, the war

den under Inigo Jones, ) were too haſtily burnt by

fome ſcrupulous brethren, who were alarmed at

the intended publication of the maſonic conſti

tutions.

At a quarterly communication held this year at

the Gooſe and Gridiron on the feſtival of St. John

the Evangeliſt, it was agreed, That, in future,

the new Grand Maſter ſhall be named and pro

poſed to the Grand Lodge ſome time before the

feaſt* ; and if approved , and preſent, he ſhall be

ſaluted as Grand Maſter elect : and that every

Grand Maſter, when he is inſtalled, ſhall have the

fole power of appointing his deputy and wardens,

according to ancient cuſtom .

At a Grand Lodge held in ample farm on Lady

day 1721 , brother Payne propoſed forhis ſucceſſor,

John duke of Montague, at that time Maſter of

.

* By an old record of the lodge of Antiquity, it appears that the

new Grand Maſter was always propoled and preſenied for approbation

in saat lodge befvre his election in the Grand Lodge .

L
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a lodge. His grace , being preſent, received the cora

pliments of the Grand Lodge. The brethren exprefl

ed great joy at the proſpect of being oncemore pa

troniſed by the nobility ; and unanimouſly agreed ,

that the next aſſembly and feaſt ſhould be held at

Stationers'-hall ; and that a proper number of

Itewards ſhould be appointed to provide the enter

tainment ; but Mr. Joſiah Villeneau , an upholder

in the Borough , generouſly undertook the whole

management of the buſineſs, and received the

thanks of the Society for his attention .

While Maſonry was thus ſpreading its influence

over the Southern part of the kingdom , it was not

neglected in the North . The General Affembly,

or Grand Lodge , at York, continued regularly to

meet as heretofore. In 1705 , under the direciion

of Sir George Tempeft, bart, then Grand Maſter,

Leveral lodges met, and many worthy brethren

were initiated in York and its neighbourhood. , Sir

George being ſucceeded by the Right Hon. Robert

Benfon , lord mayor of York, a number of meet

ings of the fraternity was held at different times

in that city, and the grand feaſt during his maſter

ſhip is ſaid to have been very brilliant .
brilliant . Sir Wil .

liam Robinſon bart . ſucceeded Mr. Benſon in the

office of Grand Maſter, and the fraternity ſeem

to have conſiderably increaſed in the North under

his aufpices. He was ſucceeded by Sir Walter

Hawkeſworth bart. who governed the Society with

great credit. At the expiration of his maſterſhip ,

Sir George Tempeſt was elected a ſecond time

Grand Maſter ; and from the time of his election

in 1714 to 1725 , the Grand Lodge continued
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Tegularly to aſſemble at York under the direction

of Charles Fairfax eſq. Sir Walter Hawkeſworth

bart . Edward Bell eſq. Charles Bathhurſt eſq.

Edward Thomſon eſq. M. P. John Johnſon M. D.

and John Marſden eſq. all of whom , in rotation ,

during the above period , regularly filled the office

of Grand Maſter in the North of England.

From this account, which is authenticated by

the books of the Grand Lodge at York, it appears,

that the revival of Maſonry in the South of Eng

land did not interfere with the proceedings of the

fraternity in the North . For a ſeries of years the

moſt perfect harmony ſubfifted ' between the two

Grand Lodges, and private lodges flouriſhed in

both parts of the kingdom under their feparate

juriſdiction. The only diftindion which the

Grand Lodge in the North appears to have retained

after the revival of Maſonry in the South , is in the

the title which they claim , viz . The Grand Lodge

of all England ; while the Grand Lodge in the

South pafles only under the denomination of The

Grand Lodge of England. The latter, on account

of its ſituation, being encouraged by ſome of the

principal riobility, foon acquired conſequence and

reputation ; while the former, reſtricted to fewer,

though not leſs reſpectable, members, ſeemed gra

dually to decline. Till within theſe few years ,

however, the authority of the Grand Lodge at

York was never challenged ; on the contrary,

every Maſon in the kingdom held it in the higheſt

veneration, and conſidered himſelf bound by the

charges which originally ſprung from that affem

' L 2
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un.

bly. To be ranked as deſcendants of the original

York Maſons, was the glory and boaſt of the bre

thren in almoſt every country where Mafonry was

eſtabliſhed ; and , from the prevalence and univer

ſality of the idea , that in the city of York Ma

fonry was firſt eſtabliſhed by charter, the Maſons

of England have received -tribute from the firſt

ſtates in Europe. It is much to be regretted, that

any ſeparate intereſts ſhould have deſtroyed the

focial intercourſe of Mafons ; but it is no leſs

Temarkable than true, that the brethren in the North

and thoſe in the South are now in a manner

known to each other. Notwithſtanding the pitch

of eminence and ſplendor at which the Grand

Lodge in London has arrived , neither the lodges

of Scotland nor Ireland court its correſpondence.

This unfortunate circumſtance has been attributed

to the introduction of a few modern innovations

among the lodges in the South. As to the cool

neſs which has fubfifted between the Grand Lodge

at York and the Grand Lodge in London , another

reaſon is affigned . A few brethren at York hay

ing, on ſome trivial occaſion, ſeceded from their

ancient lodge, they'applied to London for a war

tant of conſtitution; and without inquiry into the

merits of the cafe, their application was honoured .

Inſtead of being recommended to the Mother Lodge

to be reſtored to favour, theſe brethren were

couraged in their revolt ; and permitted, under

the banner of the Grand Lodge at London, to

open a new lodge in the city of York itſelf.

This unguarded act juſtly offended the Grand

en
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Loulge at York, and occaſioned a breach, which

time , and a proper attention to the rules of the

Order, only can repair .

SECT. VIII.

Iliſtory ofMafonry from its Revival in the South of

England till the Death of King George I.

The reputation of the Society being now eſta

bliſhed , many noblemen and gentlemen of the first

rank deſired to be received into the lodges, which

had increaſed conſiderably during the adminiſtra

tion of Mr. Payne. - The duties of Maſonry were

found to be a pleaſing relaxation from the fatigue

of buſineſs , and in the lodge , uninfluenced by

politics or party , a happy union was effected

among the moſt reſpectable characters in the

kingdom .

On the 24th of June 1721 , Grand Maſter

Payne and his wardens, with the former grand

ofhcers , and the maſters and wardens of twelve

lodges , met the Grand Maſter elect at the Queen's

Arms Tavern in St. Paul's Church- yard " , where

the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form .

Having confirmed the proceedings of the laſt Grand

Lodge, ſeveral gentlemen were initiated into Ma

ſonry at the requeſt of the Duke of Montague ;

and, among the reſt, Philip lord Stanhope, after

wards earl of Cheſterfield. From the Queen's

Arms the Grand Lodge marched in proceffion in

their clothing to Stationers' - hali in Ludgate -ftreet,

* The old lodge of St. Paul's, now the lodge of Antiquity, having

been removed hicher,

L 3
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where they were joyfully received by one hundred

and fifty brethren , properly clothed . The Grand

Mafter having made the firſt proceſſion round the

hall , took an affectionate leave of his brethren ;

and , being returned to his place , proclaimed the

duke of Montague his fucceffor for the enſuing

year. The general regulations compiled by Mr.

Payne in 1721 * , and compared with the ancient

records and immemorial uſages of the fraternity,

were read , and met with general approbation ;

after which Dr. Defaguliers delivered an elegant

oration on Maſonry .

Soon after his election the Grand Maſter gave

convincing proofs of his zeal and attention, by

commanding Dr. Deſaguliers and James Ander

ſon, A. M. meni of genius and education , to reviſe,

arrange, and digeft the Gothic conſtitutions, old

charges, and general regulations. This taſk they

faithfully executed ; and at the enſuing Grand

Lodge held at the Queen's Arms St. Paul's Church.

yard on the 27th of December 1721, being the

feſtival of St.John the Evangeliſt, they preſented

the ſame for approbation . A committee of four

teen learned brothers was then appointed to exa

mine the manuſcript, and to make their report.

On this occaſion ſeveral very entertaining lec

tures were delivered , and much uſeful information

given by a few old Mafons.

At a Grand Lodge held at the Fountain Ta

vern in the Strand, in , ample form , on the 25th

of March 1722 , the committee reported , that

they had peruſed the manuſcript, containing the

* See the Book of Conftitutions printed in 1723.
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hiſtory, charges, regulations, & c . of Maſonry,

and, after ſome amendments, had approved there -

of. The Grand Lodge ordered the whole to be

prepared for the preſs, and printed with all poſible

expedition. This order was ítrictly obeyed, and

within leſs than two years the Book of Conſti

tutions appeared in print , under the following

title : " The Book of Conſtitutions of the Free

“ Maſons : containing the Hiſtory , Charges, Re

“ gulations, & c . of that Moft Ancient and Right

“ : Worſhipful Fraternity. For the Uſe of the .

“ Lodges." London , 1723 .

In January 1722-3, the duke of Montague re

ſigned in favour of the Duke of Wharton, who

was very ambitious to attain the office of Grand

Maſter. His grace? s reſignation proceeded from

the motive of reconciling the brethren to this

nobleman, who had incurred their diſpleaſure, by

having convened, in oppoſition to the reſolutions -

of the Grand Lodge, on the 25th of March, an

irregular allembly of Maſons at Stationers'-hall, on

the feſtival of St. John the Baptiſt, in order to get

himſelf elected Grand Maſter . The Duke of

Wharton, fully ſenſible of the impropriety of his

conduct , publicly acknowledged his error ; and

promiſing in future a ſtrict conformity and obem

dience to the refolutions of the Society, was, with

the general conſent of the brethren , approved as

Grand Maſter efect for the enſuing year. His

grace was regularly inveſted and inſtalled on the

17th of January 172243' by the Grand Maſter,

and congratulated by upwards of twenty- five

lodges, who were preſent in the Grand Lodge on

L4
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that day . The diligence and attention of the Duke

of Wharton to the duties of his office foon re

covered and eſtabliſhed his reputation in the So

ciety ; and under his patronage Maſonry made a -

conſiderable progreſs in the South of England .

During his preſidency, the office of Grand Secretary

was firſt eſtabliſhed , and Willian Cowper eſq.

appointed, who executed the duties of that depart

ment ſeveral years.

The duke of Buccleugh ſucceeded the duke of

Wharton in 1723. This nobleman was no leſs

attached to Maſonry than his predeceſſor. Being

abſent on the annual feſtival, he was inſtalled by

proxy at Merchant- taylors'-hall, in preſence of

400 Mafons.

His grace was ſucceeded in the following year

by the duke of Richmond , under whoſe admini

ſtration the Committee of Charity was inſtituted *.

* The duke of Buccleugh firſt propoſed the ſcheme of raiſing a

general fund for diſtreſſed Maſons. Lord Paiſley, Dr. Delaguliers,

Colonel Houghton, and a few other brethren , ſuppored the duke's

propoſition ; and the Grand Lodge appointed a committee to conſider

of the moſt effe &tual means of carrying the ſcheme into execution.

The report of the committee was tranſmitted to the lodges , and

afterward approved by the Grand Lodge. The diſpoſal of the cha

rity was firft vefted in ſeven brethren ; but this number being found

too ſmall, nine more were added . It was afterward reſolved, thit

twelve maiters of contributing lodges, in rotation , with the Grand

Officers, ſhould form the Committee ; and by another regulation

finĉe made, it has been determined , that all Paſt and Profent

Grand Officers, with the Maſters of all regular lodges which fall

have contributed within twelve months to the charity , ſhall be

members of the Committee.

The Committee meets four times in the year , by virtue of a

fummons from the Grand Maſter or his Deputy. The petitions

of the brethren who apply for charity , are conſidered at theſe

meetings ; and if the petitioner be found a deſerving object, he is
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Lord Paiſley, afterwards earl of Abercorn, being

active in promoting this new eſtabliſhment, was
elected Grand Maſter in the end of the year 1725 .

Being in the country at the time, his lordſhip was

inſtalled by proxy. During his abſence, Dr. Defa

guliers, who had been appointed his deputy, was

very attentive to the duties of his office, by viſiting

the lodges , and diligently promoting Maſonry. On

his lordſhip's return to town , the earl of Inchiquin

was propoſed to ſucceed him , and was elected in

Tebruary 1726. The Society now flouriſhed in

town and country , and under the patronage of

this nobleman the Art was propagated with con

fiderable ſucceſs. This period was rendered rem

markable, by the brethren of Wales firſt uniting

under the banner of the Grand Lodge of London .

In Wales are ſome venerable remains of ancient

Maſonry, and many ſtately ruins of caſtles, exe

euted in the Gothic ſtyle, which evidently de

monſtrate that the fraternity muſt have met with

immediately relieved with five pounds : if the circumſtances of his

cafe are of a peculiar nature , his petition is referred to the nexe

Communication, where he is relicved with any ruin the committee

may have ſpecified not exceeding twenty guineas ac one time. By:

theſe means the diſtreſſed have always found ready relief from this

general.charity, which is ſolely fupported by the voluntary contri

butions of different lodges out of their private fund , without being

burdenſome on any member of the fociety .

Thus the Committee of Charity has been eſtabliſhed among the

Free and Accepiet Maſons in London ; and though the ſums an

nually expended to relieve diftreiled brethren have, for ſeveral years.

peit, amounted to many thouſand pounds, there ſtill remains a con

Aderabie fum in reſerve .

All complaints and informations are conſidered at the Committee

of Charity, from which a report is made to the next Grand Lodge,

where it is generally approved .

Les 5
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encouragement in that part of the iſland in former

times . Soon after this happy union, the office of

Provincial Grand Maſter * was inſtituted , and the

firſt deputation granted by earl Inchiquin, on the

10th of May 1727, to Hugh Warburton eſq. for

North Wales ; and on the 24th of June following,

to Sir Edward Manſell bart.. for South Wales.

The lodges in the country now . began to increaſe ,

and deputations were granted to ſeveral gentlemen ,

to hold the office of Provincial Grand Maſter in

different parts of England, as well as in ſome

places abroad where lodges had been conſtituted

by Engliſh Maſons. During the earl of Inchi.

quin's maſterſhip, a warrant was iſſued for opening

a new lodge at Gibraltar..

Among the variety of noble edifices which were

finiſhed during the preſidency of this nobleman ,

was that excellent ſtructure the church of St.

Martin in the Fields ; the foundation -ſtone of

which , it being a royal pariſh church, was laid ,

in the king's name, on the 29th of March 1721 ,

by brother Gibb the architect, in preſence of the

* A, Provincial Grand Maſter is the immediate repreſentative of

the Grand Maſter in that diſtrict over which he is limited to preſide ;

and being inveſted with the power and honour of a Deputy Grand

Maſter in his province, may conftitute lodges therein , if the conſent

of the Matters and Wardens of three lodges already coaftituted within .

his diſtrict have been obtained , and the Grand Lodge in London has

not diſapproved thereof. He wears the clothing of a Grand Officer ,,

and ranks in all public aſſemblies immediately after Paft Deputy

Grand Maſters. He muſt in perſon , or by deputy , attend the quar.

terly meetings of the Maſters and Wardens of the lodges in his,

diſtrict , and tranſmit to ihe Grand Lodge, once in every year, the

proceeding: of thoſe meetings with a regular fate of the lodges under

his juriſdiction .

9
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Lord Almoner, the ſurveyor general, and a large

company of the brethren .

1

SECT. ix.

Hiſtory of Maſonry in England during the Reign of

King George II.

The firſt Grand 'Lodge after the acceſſion of

George II. to the throne, was held at the Devil

Tavern, Temple -bar, on the 24th of June 1727 ;

at which were preſent, the earl of Inchiquin,

Grand Maſter, his officers, and the Maſters and

Wardens of forty lodges. At this meeting it was

reſolved to extend the privilege of. voting in Grand

Lodge to Paſt Grand Wardens * ;. that privilege

having been heretofore reſtricted to Paft Grand

Mafters, by a reſolution of 21ſt November 1724 ;

and to Paft Deputies, by another reſolution of

28th February 1726 .

The Grand Maller having been obliged to take

a journey into Ireland before the expiration of his

oflice, his lord ſhip tranſmitted a letter to William

Cowper eſq. his Deputy, requeſting him to con

vene a Grand Lodge for the purpoſe of nominating

Jord Coierane Grand Maſter for the enſuing year. 4

A Grand Lodge was accordingly convened on the

sgth of December 1727 , when his lordſhip was

* This privilege was certai ly a peculiar favcur '; for the Grand

Lodge, by the old Confisu'ions, could conſiſt only of the Maſters

and Wardens of regular lodges, with the Grand Maſter and his

Wardens at their hrad ; and it hid been cuſtomary even for theſe

Oficers , at the annual election , and on oster particular occaſions,

to withdraw , and leave the Maſters and Wardens of the lodges to

co:.fuit together, that no undue influence might warp their opinion .

L 6
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regularly propoſed Grand Maſter elect, and being

unanimouſly approved , on the 27th of the fame

month was duly inveſted with the enſigns of his

high office at a grand feaſt at Mercers’-hall, in the

preſence of a numerous company of the brethren.

His lordſhip attended two communications during

his maſterſhip , and ſeemed to pay conſiderable

attention to the duties of his office. He conſti

tuted ſeveral new lodges, and granted a deputation

to hold a lodge in St. Bernard's- ſtreet, Madrid.

At the laſt Grand Lodge under his lordſhip’s.

auſpices, Dr. Deſaguliers moved, that the ancient

office of Stewards might be revived , to affiſt the

Grand Wardens in preparing the feaſt ; when it

was agreed that their appointment ſhould be annual,

and the number reſtriëted to twelve .

Lord Kingſton fucceeded lord Colerane, and

was inveſted with the engigns of his high office on

the 27th of December 1728 , at a grand feaſt held .

at Mercers'-hall. His lord ſhip's zeal and attach

ment to the fraternity were very conſpicuous, not

only by his regular attendance on the communica

rions , but by his generous preſent to the Grand

Lodge, of a curious pedeſtal, a rich cuſhion with

gold knobs and fringes, a velvet bag , and a new

jewel fet in gold for the uſe of the Secretary.

During his. Iord hip’s adminiſtration , the Society

flouriſhed at home and abroad . Many lodges were

conſtituted , and among the reſt, a deputation was

granted to George Pomfret eſq. authoriſing him

to open a new lodge at Bengal . This gentleman

firſt introduced Mafonry into the Engliſh ſettle

ments in India, where it has ſince made fuch rapid
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progreſs, that, within theſe few years, upwards

of fifty lodges have been conſtituted there , eleven

of which are now held in Bengal . The annual

remittances to the charity and public funds of the

Society from this and the other factories of the

Ealt India Company, amount to a conſiderable

fum .

At a Grand Lodge held at the Devil Tavern on

the 27th of December 1729, Nathaniel Blackerby

eſq. the Deputy Grand Maſter, being in the chair,

in the abfence of lord Kingſton , produced a letter

from his lordſhip, authorifing him to propoſe the

duke of Norfolk Grand Maſter for the enſuing

year. This nomination meeting with gereral ap

probation , the uſual compliments were paid to his

grace, and he was faluted Grand Maſter elect..

At an afſembly and feaſt at Merchant-taylors '-hall

on the 29th of January following, his grace was

duly inveſted and inſtalled , according to ancient

form , in the preſence of a numerous and brilliant

company of Maſons. His grace's abſence in Italy

foon after his election , prevented him from attend

ing more than one communication during his

maſterſhip ; but the buſineſs of the Society was

diligently executed by Mr. Blackerby his Deputy,

on whom the whole management had devolved .

Among other ſignal proofs of his grace's attach

ment to the Society , he tranſmitted from Venice

to England the following noble preſents for the

uſe of the Grand Lodge : 1. Twenty pounds to

the charity . 2. A large folio bcok, of the fineſt

writing paper, for the records of the Grand Lodge,

richly bound in Turkey and gilt, with a curious
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frontiſpiece in vellum , containing the arms of

Norfolk , amply diſplayed, and a Latin infcription

of the family titles, with the arms of Maſonry

elegantly emblazoned . 3. A ſword of ſtate for

the Grand Maſter, being the old truſty ſword of

Guſtavus Adolphus king of Sweden , which was

next wore by his brave ſucceſſor in war Bernard

dluke of Saxe-Weimar, with both their names on

the blade, and further enriched with the arms of

Norfolk in ſilver on the ſcabbard . For therę pre

ſents his grace was voted the public thanks of the

Society .

:: It is not ſurpring that Maſonry ſhould flouriſh

under ſo reſpectable a banner. His grace appointed

a Provincial Grand Maſter over the lodges in the

Circle of Lower Saxony, and eſtabliſhed by depu

tation a Provincial Grand Lodge at New Jerſey in

America . A provincial patent was alſo made out

under his auſpices for Bengal . From this period ,

we may date the commencement of the conſe

quence and reputation of the Society in Europe,

az daily applications were made for conſtituting

new lodges , and the moſt reſpectable characters

of the
age

defired their names to be enrolled in

our records.

* The duke of Norfolk was ſucceeded by lord

Lovel, afterwards earl of Leiceſter, who was in

ftalled at Mercers -hall on the 29th of March

1731. His lord hip being at the time much indila

poſed with an ague, was obliged to withdraw foon

after his inſtallation . Lord Colerane, however,

acted as proxy during the feaſt. On the 14th of

May, the firſt Grand Lodge after lord Lovel's
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election was held at the Roſe Tavern in Mary -le

bone, when it was voted , that in future all Paſt

Grand Maſters and their Deputies ſhall be admit

ted members of the Quarterly Committees of Cha

rity , and that every committee ſhall have power

to vote five pounds for the relief of any
diftreffed

Maſon ; but no larger ſum , without the conſent.

of the Grand Lodge in Communication being .

firſt had and obtained . This reſolution is ſtill in

force * .

During the preſidency of lord Lovel, the nobis

Jity made a point of honouring the Grand Lodge

with their preſence. The dukes of Norfolk and

Richmond , the earl of Inchiquin , and lords Cole

rane and Montagu, with ſeveral other perſons of

diſtinction , feldom failed to give their attendance ;

and though the ſubſcriptions from the lodges were

inconſiderable, the Society was enabled to relieve

many worthy objects with finall fums.

encouragement to gentlemen to accept the office

of Steward, it was ordered that in future each

Steward ſhould have the privilege of noininating.

his fucceffor at every annual grand feaſt.

The moſt remarkable event of lord Lovel's ,

adminiſtration , was the initiation of Francis duke

of Lorraine , grand duke of Tuſcany, afterward

emperor of Germany. By virtue of a deputation

from his lord ſhip , a lodge was held at the Hague,

where his highneſs was received into the Two Firſt,

Degrees of Maſonry. At this lodge, Philip Stan .

hope, earl of Cheſterfield , then ambaſſador there,

preſided ; Strickland eſq. acted as Deputy ,

As an

* See the note in p. 224, 225 .
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and Mr. Benjamin Hadley with a Dutch brother

as Wardens. His highneſs coming to England

the ſame year, was advanced to the Third Degree

at an occaſional lodge convened for the purpoſe at

Houghton -hall in Norfolk, the feat of Sir Robert

Walpole ; as was alſo Thomas Pelham, duke of

Newcaſtle.

The Society being now in a very flouriſhing itate ,

deputations were granted from England, for elta

bliſhing lodges in Ruſſia and Spain .

Lord Viſcount Montagu was inſtalled Grand

Maſter at an affembly and feaſt at Merchant Tay

lors -hall on the 19th of April 1732. Among the

diſtinguiſhed perſonages preſent on that occaſion

were , the dukes of Montagu and Richmond ; the

earl of Strathmore ; and lords Colerane, Teynham ,

and Carpenter ; Sir Francis Drake and Sir William

Keith barts . and above four hundred other bre .

thren . At this meeting it was firſt propofed to

have a country feaſt, aud agreed that the brethren

ſhould dine together at Hampſtead on the 24th of

June, for which purpoſe cards of invitation were

ſent to feveral of the nobility. On the day ap

pointed , the Grand Maſter and his Officers, the

dukes of Norfolk and Richmond, the earl of

Strathmore, lords Carpenter and Teynham , an !

above a hundred other brethren , met at the Spikes

at Hampſtead, where an elegant dinner was pro

vided. Soon after dinner, the Grand Maſter

reſigned the chair to lord Teynham , and from that

time till the expiration of his office never attended

another meeting of the Society . His lordſhip

granted a deputation for conſtituting a lodge as
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Valenciennes in French Flanders , and another for

opening a new lodge at the Hotel de Buffy in

Paris. Several other lodges were alſo conſtituted

under his lordſhip's auſpices ; but the Society was
for the people

particularly indebted to Thomas Batſon eſq. the

Deputy Grand Maſter, who was very attentive to

the duties of his office, and carefully ſuperintended

the government of the craft.

The earl of Strathmore ſucceeded lord Montagu

in the office of Grand Maſter, and being in Scot

land at the time, was inſtalled by proxy at an

afſembly at Mercers ’-hall on the 7th of June 1733 .

On the 13th of December, a Grand Lodge was

held at the Devil tavern , at which his lordſhip

and his officers, the earl of Crawford , Sir Robert

Manſel, a number of Paſt Grand Officers, and

the Maſters and Wardens of fifty-three lodges,

were preſent. Several regulations were confirmed

at this meeting reſpecting the Committee of Cha

rity ; and it was determined, that all complaints,

in future to be brought before the Grand Lodge,

ſhould be previouſly examined by the Committee,

and thence referred to the next Communication .

The hiſtory of the Society at this period affords

few remarkable incidents to record . Some con

fiderable donations were collected, and diſtributed

among diſtreſſed Maſons, to encourage the ſettle

ment of a new colony which had been juſt eſta

bliſhed at Georgia in America . Lord Strathmore

Thewed every attention to the duties of his office,

and regularly attended the meetings of the Grand

Lodge : under his aufpices the Society flouriſhed

at home and abroad , and many genteel preſents
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were received from the Eaſt Indies. Eleven Ger

man Mafons applied for authority to open a new

lodge at Hamburgh under the patronage of the

Grand Lodge of England, for which purpoſe his

lordſhip was pleaſed to grant a deputation ; and

foon after, ſeveral other lodges were conſtituted

in Holland under the Engliſi baniner.

The earl of Strathmore was ſucceeded by the

earl of Crawford, who was inſtalled at Mercers'

hall , on the 30th of March 1734. Public affairs.

attracting his lord thip's attention, the Communi.

cations during his adminiſtration were neglected .

After eleven months' vacation , however, a Grand

Lodge was convened , at which his lord hip attended,

and apologiſed for his long abſence. To atone for

paſt omiffion , he commanded two Communications

to be held in little more than fx weeks. The.

dukes of Richmond and Buccleugh , the earl of

Balcarras , lord Weymouth , and other eminent

perſons, honoured the Grand' Lodge with their

preſence during the earl of Crawford's preſidency .

The moſt remarkable proceedings of the Society

at this period related to a new edition of the Book

. of Conſtitutions, which brother James Anderſon

was ordered to prepare for the preſs ; and which

made its appearance in January 1738 , conſiderably

enlarged and improved .

Among the new regulations which took place

under the adminiftration of lord Crawford , was.

the following : That if any lodge within the bills

of mortality hall ceaſe to meet during twelve

calendar months , the faid lodge ſhall be eraſed

out of the liſt.; and if re -inſtated, ſhall loſe its:



OF MASONKY . 235

former rank. Some additional privileges were

granted to the Stewards , in conſequence of an

application for that purpoſe ; and to encourage

gentlemen to ſerve the office , it was agreed , that

in future all Grand Officers, the Grand Maſter

excepted , ſhall be elected out of that body .. A

few reſolutions alſo pafléd reſpecting illegal con

ventions of Mafons, at which it was reported

many perſons had been initiated into Maſonry on

ſmall and unworthy conſiderations.

The earl of Crawford ſeems to have made ano

ther encroachment on the juriſdiction of the Grand

Lodge in the city of York, by conſtituting two

lodges within their diſtrict , and by granting, with

out their conſent, three deputations, one for Lan

caſhire, a ſecond for Durham, and a third for

Northumberland. This circumſtance the Grand

Lodge at York highly reſented , and ever after

viewed the proceedings of the brethren in the

South with a jealous eye . All friendly intercourſe

ceaſed, and the York Marons from that moment

conſidered their intereſts diflinct from the Nafons

under the Grand Lodge in London *.

* In confirmation of the above fait , I fall here inſert a para .

grąph copied from the Book of Conſtitutions publiſhed in 1738 .

After inſerting a liſt of Provincial Grand Maſters appointed for

diffcient places abroad , it is thus 'expreffud : All theſe foreign

“ lodges are under the patronage of our Grand Maſter of England ;

“ but the old lodge at York cicy , and the lodges of Scotland, Ire

or land , France , and Italy , affecting independency , are under their

“ own Grand Maſters: though they have the lame conſtitutions,

“ charges , regulations, &c . for fubftance, wi the bre of

“ England , and are equally zealous for the Auguſtan ſtile, and the

“ ſecrets of the ancient and honourable fraternity. " Book of Con

fitutiona 1738, p . 1950
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Lord Weymouth ſucceeded the earl of Crawford ,

and was inſtalled at Mercers ’-hall on the 17th of

April 1735 , in preſence of the dukes of Richmond

and Athol; the earls of Crawford, Winchelſea ,

Balcarras, Wemys, and Loudon ; the marquis of

Beaumont; lords Cathcart and Vere Bertie ; Sir

Cecil Wray and Sir Edward Manſel barts . and a

fplendid company of other brethren . Several

lodges were conflituted during lord Weymouth's

prehdency; and, among the reſt , the Stewards'

Lodge. His lordſhip granted a deputation to hold

a lodge at the ſeat of the duke of Richmond at

Aubigny in France ; and , under his patronage

Maſonry extended conſiderably in foreign coun

tries . He iſſued warrants to open a new lodge at

Liſbon, and another at Savannah in Georgia ; and,

by his ſpecial appointment, provincial patents were

made out for South America, and Gambay in

Weſt Africa.

Lord Weymouth never honoured any of the

Communications with his preſence during liis

preſidency ; but this omiſſion was leſs noticed , on

account of the vigilance and attention of his De

puty, John Ward eſq. afterward lord viſcount

Dudley and Ward, who applied with the utmoſt

diligence to the intereſt and proſperity of the

Society .

One circumſtance occurred while lord Wey

mouth was Grand Maſter, of which it may be

neceſſary to take notice . The twelve Stewards,

with Sir Robert Lawley , Maſter of the Stewards'

Lodge, at their head , appeared for the firſt time

in their new badges at a Grand Lodge held at the
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Devil Tavern on the 11th of December 1735.

On this occaſion they were not permitted to vote

as individuals ; but it being afterwards propoſed

that they liould enjoy this privilege , and that the

Stewards' Lodge ſhould in future be repreſented

in Grand Lodge by twelve members, many lodges

objected to the meaſure as ati encroachment on

the privilege of every other lodge which had been

previouſly conſtituted. When the motion was

put up for confirmation , ſuch a diſturbance en

ſued, that the Grand Lodge was obliged to be

cloſed before the ſentiments of the brethren could

be collected on the ſubject. Of late years the

punctilio has been waved , and the twelve Stewards

are now permitted to vote in every Communication

as individuals *.

1

* It was not till the year 1770 that this privilege was ſtrictly

warranted ; when , at a Grand Lodge, on the 7th of February, at the

Crown and Anchor tavern in the Strand , the following reſolution

pafled : “ As the right of the Members of the Stewards' Lodge in

is general to attend the Committee of Charity appears doubtful, no

66 mention of ſuch right being made in the laws of the Society , the

“ Grand Lodge are of opinion , Tbat they bave no general right to

« attend ; but it is hereby reſolved , that the Stewards' Lodge be

“ allowed the privilege of fending a number of hrethren, equal to

“ to any other four lodges, to every future Committee of Charity ;

« 'and that, as the Maſter of each private lodge only has a right to

« attends to make a proper diſtinction between the Stewards ' lodge

" and the other lodges, that the Maſter and three other members of

" that lodge be permitted to attend at every ſucceeding Committee

on behalf of the faid Lodge. ” This reſolution , however, was

declared not to be intended to deprive any lodge which had been

previouſly conſtituted , of its regular rank and precedence. Not

withſtanding this expreſs proviſion , a privilege has been lately granted

to the Stewards? Lodge, of taking precedence of all the other lodges,

the two oldeit not excepted ; a meaſure very incompatible with the

original conſtitutions, and which can never be fanctioned by the
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The earl of Loudon ſucceeded lord Weymouth ,

and was inſtalled Grand Maſter at Fiſhmongers'

hall on the 15th of April 1736. The duke of

Richmond ; the earls of Albemarle and Crawford ;

lords Harcourt, Erſkine, and Southwell ; Mr. An

ſtis garter king at arms, Mr. Brady lion king at

arms, and a numerous company of other brethren,

were preſent on the occaſion. His lordſhip con

ftituted ſeveral lodges , and granted three provincial

deputations during his preſidency, viz . one for New

England, another for South Carolina , and a third

for Cape Coaſt Caſtle in Africa.

The earl of Darnley was elected Grand Maſter,

and duly inſtalled at Fiſhmongers'-hall on the 28th

of April 1737 , in preſence of the duke of Rich- .

mond , the earls of Crawford and Wemys, lord

Gray, and many other reſpectable brethren. The

moſt remarkable event of his lord hip's adminiſtra

tion , was the initiation of the late Frederick prince

of Wales, his preſent majeſty's father, at an occa

fional lodge convened for the purpoſe at the palace

of Kew, over which Dr. Deſaguliers preſided as

Maſter. Lord Baltimore , col. Lumley, the hon .

major Madden, and ſeveral other brethren , were

preſent. His royal highneſs was advanced to the

Second Degree at the ſame lodge ; and at another

lodge, convened at the ſame place foon after, raiſed

to the Degree of a Maſter Maſon.

There cannot be a better proof of the flouriſhing

ſtate of the Society at this time, than by adverting to

rules of the Society . Several Lodges have entered proteſts againſt

it in their private books ; wbich at ſome future time may have an

effect, and probably induce a re -inveſtigation of the ſubject.
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the reſpectable appearance of the brethren in Grand

Lodge, at which the Grand Maſter never failed to

attend . Upwards of fixty lodges were repreſented

at every Communication during lord Darnley's ad

miniſtration , and more Provincial patents were

iſſued by him , than by any of his predeceſſors.

Deputations were granted for Montſerrat, Geneva,

the Circle of Upper Saxony, the Coaſt of Africa,

New York , and the Iſlands of America *.

The marquis of Carnarvon , afterwards duke of

Chandos, ſucceeded lord Darnley in the office of

Grand Maſter, and was duly inveſted and congra

tulated at an affembly and feaſt held at Fich

mongers’-hall on the 27th of April 1738. At this

aſſembly, the duke of Richmond , the earls of

Inchiquin , Loudon , and Kintore ; lords Colerane,

and Gray ; and a numerous company of other

brethren , were preſent. The marquis Chewed

every attention to the Society during his preſ

dency, and, in teſtimony of his eſteem , preſented

to the Grand Lodge a gold jewel for the uſe of

the Secretary ; the device, two croſs pens in a

knot ; the knot and points of the pens being cu

riouſly enamelled. Two deputations for the office

of Provincial Grand Maſter were granted by his

lord ſhip , one for the Caribbee Idlands , and the

* At this time the authority granted by patent to a Provincial

Grand Maſter was limited to one year from his firit public appearance

in that character within his province ; and if, at the expiration of

that period , a new election by the lodges under his juriſdiction did

not take place , ſubject to the approbation of the Grand Master, the

patent was no longer valid . Hence we find , within the courſe of a

few years, different appointments to the ſame ſtation , but the office

is now permanent, and the fole appointment of the Grand Mafter,
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other for the Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire. This

latter appointment was conſidered as a third en

croachment on the juriſdiction of the Grand Lodge

at York, and ſo widened the original breach be

tween the brethren in the North and the South of

England , that thenceforward all future corre

fpondence between the Grand Lodges has totally

cealed .

On the 15th of Auguſt 1738, Frederick the

Great, afterwards king of Pruſſia, was initiated

into Maſonry, in a lodge at Brunſwick , under the

Scots conſtitution , being at that time Prince Royal.

So highly ' did he approve of the inſitution , that,

on his acceſſion to the throne , he commanded a

Grand Lodge to be formed at Berlin , and for that

purpoſe obtained a patent from Edinburgh. Thus

was Maſonry regularly eſtabliſhed in Pruſſia, and

under that fanction it has flouriſhed there ever

fince . His majeſty's attachment to the Society

foon induced him to eſtabliſh ſeveral new regula .

tions for the advantage of the fraternity ; and

among others, he ordained , 1. That no perſon

ſhould be made a Maſon , unleſs his character was

unimpeachable, and his manner of living and pro

feſſion reſpectable. 2. That every member ſhould

pay 25 rix dollars (or 41. 35. ) for the Firſt Degree ;

50 rix.dollars (or 81. 6s . ) on his being initiated

into the Second Degree ; and 100 rix - doilars on his

being made a Mafter -maſon. 3. That he ſhould

remain at leaſt three months in each Degree ; and

that every ſum received ſhould be divided by the

Grand Treaſurer into three parts : one to defray

the expences of the lodge ; another to be applied



OF MASONRY. 240

to the relief of diftreffed brethren ; and the third.

to be allotted to the poor in general .

No other remarkable occurrence is recorded to

have happened during the adminiſtration of the

marquis of Carnarvon, except a propoſition for

eſtabliſhing a plan to appropriate a portion of the

charity to place out the ſons of Maſons appren .

tices, which, after a long debate in Grand Lodge,

was rejected.

Some diſagreeable altercations aroſe in the So

ciety about this period . A number of diſſatisfied

brethren ſeparated themſelves from the regular

lodges, and held meetings in different places for

the purpoſe of initiating perſons into Maſonry, con

trary to the laws of the GrandLodge. Theſe feceding

brethren taking advantage of the breach which

had been made in the friendly intercourſe between

the Grand Lodges of London and York, on being

cenſured for their conduct, immediately aſſumed ,

without authority, the character of York Maſons.

The meaſures adopted to check them , ſtopped their

progreſs for ſome time ; till , taking advantage of

the general murniur ſpread abroad on account of

innovations that had been introduced , and which

ſeemed to authoriſe an omiſſion of, and a variation

in, the ancient ceremonies , they roſe again into

notice. This imprudent meaſure of the regular

lodges offended many old Maſons ; but, through

the mediation of John Ward eſq., afterwards lord

viſcount Dudley and Ward, matters were accom

modated , and the brethren ſeemingly reconciled.

This, however, proved only a temporary ſuſpenſion

of hoftilities, for the flame foon broke out antwo

DET
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and gave riſe to commotions, which afterwards

materially interrupted the peace of the Society.

Lord Raymond ſucceeded the marquis of Car

narvon in May 1739, and under his lordſhip's

auſpices the lodges were numerous and refpeci -

able . Notwithſtanding the flouriſhing ſtate of the

Society, irregularities continued to prevail , and

feveral worthy brethren, ſtill adverſe to the en

croachments on the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of the inſti

tution , were highly diſguſted at the proceedings

of the regular lodges . Complaints were preferred

at every ſucceeding committee, and the commu .

nications fully employed in adjuſting differences

and reconciling animofities . More ſeceſſions tak :

ing place , it became neceſſary to paſs votes of cen

ſure on the moſt refractory, and to enact laws to

diſcourage irregular aſſociations of the fraternity :

This brought the power of the Grand Lodge in

queſtion ; and in oppoſition to the laws which had

been eſtabliſhed in that allembly, lodges were

formed without any legal warrant, and perſons

initiated into Maſonry for ſmall and unworthy con

fiderations. To diſappoint the views of theſe de

luded brethren, and to diftinguiſh the perſons ini

tiated by them , the Grand Lodge readily acquieſced

in the imprudent meaſures which the regular Ma.

fons had adopted , nieaſures which even the urgency

of the caſe could not warrant, Though this had

the intanded effet, it gave riſe to a new ſubter

fuge. The brethren who had feceded from the

regular lodges immediately announced independ

ency, and aſſumed the appellation of ancient Ma

10118. They propagated an opinion, that the an
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cient'tenets and practices of Maſonry were prea

ſerved by them ; and that the regular lodges, being

compoſed of modern Maſons , had adopted new

plans, and were not to be conſidered as acting un

der the old eſtabliment. To counteract the run

gulations of the Grand Lodge, they inſtituted a

new Grand Lodge in London , profeſſedly on the

ancient ſyſtem , and under that aſſumed banner con

ſtituted feveral new lodges . Theſe irregular pro

ceedings they pretended to juſtify under the feign

ed ſanction of the Ancient York Confiitution , and

many gentlemen of reputation were introduced

among thein , ſo that their lodges daily increaſed.

Without authority from the Grand Lodge at York,

or from any other eſtabliſhed power in Maſonry,

they perſevered in the meaſures they had adopted,

formed committees, held communications, and ap,

pointed annual feaſts. Under the falſe appellation

of the York banner, they gained the countenance of

the Scotch and Iriſh Mafons, who, placing implicit

confidence in the repreſentations made to them,

heartily joined in condemning the meaſures of the

regular lodges in London, as tending, in their opie

nion , to introduce novelties into the Society, and

to ſubvert the original plan of-the inſtitution. The

irregular Maſons in London having acquired an

establiſhment, noblemen of both kingdoms ho

noured them with their patronage for ſome time,

and many reſpectable names and lodges were added

to their lift . Of late years the fallacy has been

detected , and they have not been ſo ſucceſsful ;

ſeveral of their beſt members have deſerted them ,

and many lodges have renounced their banner, and

M 2
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come under the patronage of the Grand Lodge of

England. It is much to be wiſhed, that a general

union among all the Mafons in the kingdom could

be effected, and we are happy to hear that ſuch a

méaſure is likely foon to be accompliſhed , through

the mediation of a Royal Brother.

During the preſidency of lord Raymond, no con

fiderable addition was made to the liſt of lodges,

and the communications were ſeldom honoured

with the company of the nobility. His lordſhip

granted only one deputation for a provincial Grand

Maſter during his preſidency, viz , for Savoy and
Piedmont.

The earl of Kintore ſucceeded lord Raymond in

April 1740 ; and, in imitation of his predeceſſor,

continued to diſcourage irregularities. His lord

fhip appointed feveral provincials : particularly one

for Ruſſia ; one for Hamburgh and the Circle of

Lower Saxony ; one for the Weſt Riding of York,

in the room of William Horton efq. deceaſed ;

and one for the iſland of Barbadoes.

The earl of Morton was elected on the 19th of

March following, and inſtalled with great lo

lemnity the ſame day at Haberdaſhers’ -hall, in pre

fence of a reſpectable company of the nobility, fo .

reign ambaſſadors, and others . Several ſeaſonable

laws were paſſed during his lordſhip’s maſterſhip,

and fome regulations made concerning proceſſions

and other ceremonies. His lordſhip preſented a

ftaff of office to the Treaſurer, of neat workman

manſhip , blue and tipt with gold ; and the Grand

Lodge reſolved , that this officer ſhould be annually

elected, and, with the Secretary and Sword -bearer ,
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be permitted to rank in future as a member of the

Grand Lodge. A large.cornelian feal, with the

arms of Maſonry, ſet in gold, was preſented to the

Society, at this time, by brother Vaughan, the Se

nior Grand Warden ; and William Vaughan, eſq.

was appointed by his lordſhip, Provincial Grand

Maſter for North Wales.

Lord Ward fucceeded the earl of Morton in

April 1742. His lordſhip was well acquainted

with the nature and government of the Society,

having ſerved every office from the Secretary in

a private lodge to that of Grand Maſter. His

lord ſhip loft no time in applying effectual remedies

to reconcile the animofities which prevailed ; he

recommended to his officers vigilance and care in

their different departments ; and by his own con

duct, fet a noble example how the dignity of the

Society ought to be ſupported. Many lodges,

which were in a declining ſtate, by his advice,

coaleſced with others in better circumſtances ;

ſome, which had been negligent in their attendance

on the Communications, after proper admonitions

were reſtored to favour , and others, which per

ſevered in their contumacy, were eraſed out of the

liſt. Thus his lordſhip manifeſted his regard for

the intereſt of the Society, while his lenity and

forbearance were univerſally admired.

The unanimity and harmony of the lodges

ſeemed to be perfectly reſtored under his lordſhip's

adminiſtration . The free -maſons at Antigua built

a large hall in that iſland for their meetings, and

applied to the Grand Lodge for liberty to be ſtyled

M 3
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the Great Lodge of St. John's in Antigua, which

favour was granted to them in April 1744 .

Lord Ward continued two years at the head of

the fraternity, during which time he conſtituted

many láilg - s, and appointed feveral Provincial

Grand Maſters ; viz , one for Lancaſter, one for

North America , and three for the iſland of Ja

maica . He was fucceeded by the earl of Strath

more, during whoſe adminiſtration , being abſent

the whole time, the care and management of the

Society devolved on the other Grand Officers, who

carefully ſtudied the general good of the frater

nity. His Lordſhip appointed a Provincial Grand

Maſter for the iſland of Bermuda .

Lord Cranſtoun was elected Grand Maſter in

April 1745, and preſided over the fraternity with

great reputation two years . Under his auſpices

Maſonry flouriſhed , ſeveral new lodges were con

ftituted , and one Provincial Grand Maſter was

appointed for Cape Breton and Louiſbourg. By a

reſolution of the Grand Lodge at this time it was

ordered , that public proceſions on feaſt-days

ſhould be diſcontinued ; occafioned by ſomemock

proceſſions, which a few diſguſted brethren had

formed , in order to burleſque thoſe public ap

pearances .

Lord Byron ſucceeded Lord Cranſtoun , and

was inſtalled at Drapers’- hall on the 30th of

April 1747. The laws of the Committee of Cha

rity were, by his lordſhip's order, reviſed , printed ,

and diſtributed among the lodges , and a hapdſome

coutribution to the general charity was received
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from the lodge at Gibraltar. During five years

that his lord ſhip pregled over the fraternity, no

diligence was ſpared to preſerve the privileges of

Maſonry inviolable, to redreſs grievances, and to

relieve diſtreſs. When buſineſs required his lord

thip's attendance in the country, Fotherly Baker

eſq. his Deputy, and Secretary Revis, were par

ticularly attentive to the buſineſs of the Society.

The former was diſtinguiſhed by his knowlege of

the laws and regulations ; the latter, by his long

and faithful ſervices. Under the auſpices of lord

Byron, provincial patents were iſſued for Denmark

and Norway, Pennſylvania , Minorca, and New

York.

On the 20th of March 1752 , lord Carysfort

accepted the office of Grand Maſter. The good

is vi iris ivrunip's apprication in its real

intereſts of the fraternity foon became viſible, by

the great increaſe of the public fund . No Grand

Officer ever took more pains to preſerve, or was

more attentive to recommend, order and deco.

rum . He was ready, on all occaſions, to viſit the

lodges in perſon, and to promote harınony among

the members. Dr. Manningham , his Deputy ,

was no leſs vigilant in the execution of his duty.

He conſtantly viſited the lodges in his lordhip’s

abſence, and uſed every endeavour to cement union

among the brethren. The whole proceedings of

this active officer were conducted with prudence,

and his candor and affability gained him univerſal

eſteem . The Grand Maſter's attachment to the

Society was ſo obvious, that the brethren, in tefti

mony of their gratitude for his lordſhip’s great

Mt
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ſervices, re -elected him on the 3d of April 17531

and during his preſidency, provincial patents were

iſſued for Gibraltar, the Bahama Iſlands, New York,

Guernſey, Jerſey, Alderney, Sark, and Mann ; alfo

for Cornwall, and the counties of Worceſter ,

Glouceſter, Salop, Monmouth, and Hereford .

At this time the Society in Scotland appears to

have been in a very flouriſhing ſtate. Under the

auſpices of George Drummond, eſq. the Grand

Maſter of the Mafons in that kingdom, the lodges

had conſiderably increaſed in numbers . This gen

tleman had thrice ferved the office of Lord Provoſt

of Edinburgh, and being at the head of the

ſenate in that city, he was anxious to promote

every ſcheme which could add to the conſequence

and fplendor of the metropolis of his native

country. With this view he planned, and after

wards completed, that elegant range of building

called the New EXCHANGE OF EDINBURGH, the

foundation - ſtone of which he laid on the 13th of

September 1753 , as Grand Maſter. An event fo

remarkable in the annals of Maſonry juſtly merits

attention, and cannot fail to render an account of

a ceremony fo fplendid , and conducted with fo

much regularity, intereſting to every brother who

has the honour of the Society at heart.

Early in the morning of the day appointed for

the celebration of this ceremony, a magnificent

triumphal arch , in the true Auguſtan ſtyle, was

opened to public view ; it was erected at the en

trance leading toward the place where the found

ation - ſtone of the intended building was to be laid .

In the niches between the columns on each Gide of
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the entrance were two figures, repreſenting Geo

METRY and ARCHITECTURE, each as large as life.

On the frieze of the entablature, which was of the

Corinthian order, were the following words :

QUOD FELIX FAUSTUMQUE SIT ; That it may be

happy and proſperous. On the middle pannel of the

attic baſe, placed over the entablature , was repre

ſented the GENIUS OF EDINBURGH, in a curule

chair, under a canopy ; on her right hand ſtood a

groupe of figures, repreſenting the lord provoſt,

magiſtrates, and council, in their robes ; on her

left, was another groupe, repreſenting the noblemen

and gentlemen employed in the direction of the

intended ſtructure. In front, was placed the Grand

Maſter, offering a plan of the New Exchange, at

tended by ſeveral of his brethren properly clothed .

The whole was decorated with laurels , bays, and

other ever -greens, interſperſed with feſtoons of

flowers.

At three o'clock in the afternoon , the ſeveral

lodges, with their Maſters at their head , met at

Mary's chapel in Niddery's Wind, and at half paſt

three, the procellion began to move from the chapel

in the following order, the city guard covering the

rear :

1. Operative Maſons pot belonging to any lodge preſent.

2. A band of French horns.

3. The Lodges preſent arranged as follows :

The-military Ladge belonging to General Johnſon's regiment,

The Thittle Lodge.

The Scots Lodge in Canongate.

Holyrood -houfc Lodge.

Vernon Kilwinning Lodge.

Canongate from Leith Lodge.

Dalkeith Lodge ,

Lodge of Journeymen Maſons.

M 5
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Canongate and Leith, Leich and Canongate Lodge.

Leith Kilwinning Lodge.

Canongate Kilwinning Lodge.

Mary's Chapel Lodge.

All the brethren properly clothed, and the Maſters and Wardens

in the jewels of their reſpective lodges , with their badges of dig;

nity, formed the laſt rank of each lodge.

4. Gentlemen Maſons belonging to foreign Lodges,

5. A band of Hautbois.

6. The Golden Compaffes, carried by an operative Mafon .

7. Three Grand Stewards, with rods .

8. The Grand Secretary, Grand Treaſurer , and Grand Clerk .

9. Three Grand Stewards, with rods.

10. The Golden Square, Level, and Plumb, carried by three operative

Mafons.

II. A band of French horns.

12. Three Grand Stewards, with rods

13. The Grand Wardens.

14. The Cornucopia , and Golden Mallet, carried by an Officer of

the Grand Lodge, and an operative Maſon .

15. The GRAND MASTER , ſupported by a Patt Grand Maſtery

and the preſent Subftitute .

The proceflion was cloſed with a body of operative

Maſons ; and the whole brethren, amounting ex •

actly to 672 , walked uncovered .

At the head of Niddery's Wind" the cavalcade

was received by 150 of the military, and a com

pany of grenadiers, drawn up in two lines, under

arms, who eſcorted the proceſſion ; one-half of the

grenadiers marching in front, and the other half in

the rear , with bayonets fixed. As the proceſſion

paſſed the city guard, a company was drawn out,

with the proper officers at their head , who faluted

the Grand Maſter with military honours, drums

beating, and muſic playing. When the proceſſion

reached the Parliament Clofe, the troops formed

a line , as did alſo the Maſons within that line .

The Grand Maſter and the Officers of the Grand
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Lodge then made a ſtop at the north -weſt corner

of the Cloſe, and diſpatched a meſage to the

Council- houſe, to acquaint the magiſtrates that

the brethren were ready to receive them ; on

which the lord provoft, magiſtrates, and council ,

in their robes, preceded by the city officers, with

the ſword and mace, accompanied by ſeveral of the

gentlemen in the dire &tion of the intended build

ings, proceeded through the lines formed by the

ſoldiers and the Maſons, when the Grand Maſter ,

properly ſupported as before, preceded by his offi .

çers, and having his jewels borne before him,

marched to the place where the ceremony was to

be performed, and paſſed through the triumphal

arch erected for the occaſion, the lodges following

according to ſeniority. On the weſt fide of the

place where the ſtone was to be laid , was erected

a theatre, covered with tapeſtry, and decked with

fowers, for the lord provoft, magiſtrates, council,

and attendants ; on the eaſt was erected another

theatre, for the Grand Maſter and his officers, on

which was ſet a chair for the Grand Maſter. Bee

fore the chair was a table, covered with tapeſtry,

on which were placed two ſilver veffels, hlled with

wine and oil , the golden jewels, and the cornu

copia , which had been carried in the proceſſion .

The Maſters, Wardens, and brethren of tlie

ſeveral lodges were then arranged in galleries

properly fitted up for the occaſion.

The ceremony of laying the ſtone now com

menced . By order of the Subſtitute GrandMaſter,

the ſtone was flung in a tackle, and, after three

regular ftops, let down gradually to the ground,

м 6 .
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during which the Maſonic anthem was fung, ac

companied by the muſic , all the brethren joining

in the chorus. The Grand Maſter, ſupported as

before, preceded by his officers, and the operative

Mafons carrying the jewels, then deſcended from

the theatre to the ſpot where the ſtone lay, and

paſſed through a line formed by the officers of the

Grand Lodge. The Subſtitute Grand Maſter

depoſited in the Itone, in cavities made for

the purpoſe, three medals with the following de

vices : On one fide, was the effigies of the Grand

Maſter in profile, veſted with the ribbon officially

worn by him ; and in front, a view of the Royal

Infirmary, with the following inſcription :

G. DRUMMOND, ARCHITECT, Scot.

SVMMVS. MAGIS . EDIN . TER Cos.

GEORGE DRUMMOND, of the Society of Free - Maſons in Sootland

Grand Maſter, thrice Provoft of Edinbærgb. On the reverſe was , a

perſpective view of the Exchange, on which was infcribed in the

circle, VB BI EXORNANDA CIVIVMQVE COMMODITATI , Fox

adorning ebe City, and the conveniency of its Inbabitants ; and under

Heath ,

FORI NOVI EDINBURGENSIS

Posito LAPIDE PRIMO

ORDO PER SCOTIAM ARCHITECTONIC US

EXCUDI JUSSIT ,

xiii SEPTEMBRIS 1753 •

Thefif Stone of the New Excbange of Edinburgh being laid , ho

brotherhoud of Mafons through Scorland ordered this to be struck, 1310

September 17'53

The other medals contained the effigies as above,

and on the reverſe the Mafons Arms, incloſed

within the collar of St. Andrew , with the follow

ing infcription :

IN THE LORD 19 ALL OUR TRUST .
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The former Grand Maſter and the Subſtitute re.

tiring, two operative Maſons came in their place,

and affifted the Grand Maſter to turn over the

ftone, and lay it in its proper bed, with the in

fcription * undermoft . The Grand Maſter then

taking his ſtation at the eaſt of the ftone, with

the Subſtitute on the left, and his Wardens in the

weſt, the operative who carried the Square delia

vered it to the Subſtitute , who prefented it to the

* The following is the inſcription on the ſtone :

GEORGIUS DRUMMONNUS

IN ARCHITECTONICA SCOTIÆ REPUB .

CURIO MAXIMUS

URBIS EDINBURGI TER CONSUL

ADSTANTIBUS FRATRIBUS ARCHITECTONICIS CCC

PRÆSENTIBUS MULT 13 REGNI MAGNATIBUS

SENATU ETIAM POPULOQUE EDINENSI

ET HOMINUM ORDINIS CUJUSQUE

MAGNA STIPANTE FREQUENTIA

CUNCTISQUE PLAUDENTIBUS

AD EDINENSIUM COMMODITATEM

E'S DECUS PUBLICUM

ÆDIFICIORUM NOVOR UM PRINCIPIUM

LAPIDEM RUNC POSVIT

GULIELMO ALEXANDRO Cos .

IDIBUS SEPTEMBR . A. D. MDCCLIII.

ÆRÆ ARCHITECTONICÆ VMDCCLIII,

IMPERIIQUE GIORGII II. BRITANNIARUM Reg rg

ANNO XXVII .

Tranſlated ,

GLORGE DRUMMOND , of tbe Society of Free -Mafons in Scotland ,

Grand Maſter, ibrice Provoſt of Edinburgh, ibree hundred brothers

Mafons attending, in preſence of many perſons of diftinction, ibe Magiſ

Irates and Citizens of Edinburgb, and of people of every rank an.

innumerable Multitude, and all applanding , for the conveniency of the

inbabitants ofEdinburgh , and ibe public ornament, as tbe beginning of

ibe new Buildings, laid tbis Stone, WILLIAM ALEXANDER being

Provoſt, on the 13th September 1753. Of the Æra of Maſonry

5753, and of the reigt of GEORGE II. king of Great Britain, ibe

27th year.
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Grand Maſter, and he having applied it to that

part of the ſtone which was ſquared, returned it

back to the operative . The operative who carried

the plumb, then delivered it to the Subſtitute , who

preſented it alſo to the Grand Maſter, and he

having applied it to the edges of the ſtone, hold.

ing it upright, delivered it back to the operative .

In like manner, the operative, who carried the

level , delivered it to the Subſtitute, and he pre

ſented it to the Grand Maſter, who applied it

above the ſtone in ſeveral poſitions, and returned

it back to the operative. The mallet .was then

preſented to the Grand Maſter, who gave three

knocks upon the ſtone, which was followed by

three huzzas from the brethren . An anthem was

then fung, accompanied by the muſic ; during

which the cornucopia, and the two filver veſſels

containing the wine and oil , were brought down

to the ſtone. The cornucopia was delivered to

the Subſtitute, and the veftels to theWardens.

The anthem being concluded , the Subſtitute pre

fented the cornucopia to the Grand Maſter, who

turned out the ears of corn upon the ſtone. The

filver veſſels were then delivered by the Wardens to

the Subſtitute, and by him preſented to the Grand

Maſter, who poured the contents upon the ſtone,

ſaying, May the bountiful hand of Heaven

« ſupply this city with abundance of corn, wine,

" oil, and all the other conveniencies of life.”

This was ſucceeded by three huzzas, and an

anthem was again ſung, The Grand Maſter then

repeated theſe words : " As we have now laid this

« foundation -ſtone, may the Grand Architect of
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" the univerfe, of his kind providence, enable us

“ to carry on and finiſh the work which we have

“ now begun ; may he be a guard to this place,

" and the city in general ; and may he preſerve it

“ from decay and ruin to the lateſt poſterity.”

The ceremony was concluded with a ſhort prayer

for the ſovereign, the fenate of the city , the fra

ternity of Maſons, and all the people ; the muſic

was reſumed , and the Grand Maſter returned to

his chair, amidſt the plaudits of the brethren .

The Grand Mafter then addreffed the lord

provoſt, magiſtrates, and council, in an appro

priate ſpeech ; in which he thanked them for the

honour which they had done him in witneſſing

the act of laying the foundation - ſtone of the

intended ſtructure, and expreffed his earneſt wiſh ,

that they and their fucceffors might be happy

inſtruments to forward the great and good work

which was now begun, and offered fo fair a

proſpect of fuceefs ; and he fincerely hoped , that

it might add, not only to the ornament and advan

tage of the city of Edinburgh, but be the means

of enſuring to them laſting honour, and tranſ

mitting their memories to the lateſt pofterity.

He next addreſſed the undertakers of the work

on the importance of the truſt repoſed in them ,

and recommended diligence and induſtry to all

the workmen who might be employed under

them .

The magiſtrates then took their leave, and the

brethren reſumed the proceſſion to the palace of

Holyrood -houſe, eſcorted by the military , as be

fore, amidſt an immenſe crowd of ſpectators. On
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arriving at the palace, the Grand Mafter, in the

name of himſelf and his brethren, returned his

moſt grateful acknowledgments to the commanding

officer of the troops for the affiftance which he

had given . The brethren then entered the inner

court of the palace, and formed a ſquare, to re

ceive the Grand Maſter and his officers with all

due honour ; who, followed by the lodges accord

ing to feniority, proceeded to the great gallery ,

where an elegant entertainment was provided , and

the greateſt harmony prevailed. At nine o'clock

in the evening the company broke up .

Such was the regularity obſerved throughout the

ceremony of the day, that notwithſtanding the

crowds of people who were collected on the occa

fion , the whole was concluded without a ſingle

accident.

I have been thus minute in the above detail,

not only that an event of ſuch importance to the

Society might be recorded, but that it might ſerve

as an example worthy of imitation in ceremonies

of a ſimilar kind, on a future occaſion,

The marquis of Carnarvon ( afterward duke of

Chandos) ſucceeded lord Carysfort in the office of

Grand Maſter, in March 1754. He began his

adminiſtration by ordering the Book of Conftitu .

tions to be reprinted, under the inſpection of a

committee, conſiſting of the Grand Officers, and

ſome other reſpectable brethren . The Grand

Maſter's zeal and attention to the true interefts of

the Society were ſhewn on every occafion . He

preſented to the Grand Lodge, a large ſilver jewel,

gilt, for the uſe ofthe Treaſurer , being croſs keys

wy
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in a knot, enamelled with blue ; and gave ſeveral

other proofs of his attachment.

Soon after the election of the marquis of Car

narvon, the Grand Lodge took into conſideration

a complaint againſt certain brethren , for aſſemblings

without any legal authority, under the devomina

tion of ancient maſons ; who, as ſuch , conſidered

themſelves independent of the Society , ad not

ſubject to the laws of the Grand Lodge, or to the

control of the Grand Maſter. Dr. Manningham,

the Deputy Grand Maſter, pointed out the neceſ

fity of diſcouraging their meetings , as being con

trary to the laws of the Society, and openly ſub

verſive of the allegiance due to the Grand Maſter .

On this repreſentation the Grand Lodge reſolved ,

that the meeting of any brethren under the deno

mination of Mafons, ether than as brethren of

the ancient and honourable Society of Free and

Accepted Mafons eſtabliſhed upon the univerſal

ſyſtem , is inconliſtent with the honour and intereſt

of the craft, and a high infult on the Grand

Maſter and the whole body of Mafons. In con

ſequence of this reſolution , fourteen brethren, who

were members of a lodge held at the Ben Jonſon's

head in Pelham -ſtreet, Spitalfields, were expelled

the Society, and that lodge was ordered to be

eraſed out of the liſt .

No preceding Grand Maſter granted ſo many

provincial deputations as the marquis of Carnarvon .

On the 7th of October 1755 , the marquis ap

pointed a Provincial Grand Maſter for Durham ,

and ſoon after a very reſpectable lodge was

conſtituted at Sunderland under his lordſhip’e
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auſpices. In leſs than two years the following

patents were iſſued by his lordſhip ; 1. for South

Carolina ; 2. for South Wales ; 3. for Antigua ;

4. for all North America, where no former pro

vincial was appointed ; 5. for Barbadoes , and all

other his majeſty's iſlands to the windward of

Guadaloupe ; 6. for St. Euſtatius, Cuba, and St.

Martin's, Dutch Caribbee iflands in America ; 7 .

for Scilly , and the adjacent iſlands ; 8. for all his

majeſty's dominions in Germany, with a power

to chuſe their ſucceffors ; and y . for the County

Palatine of Cheſter, and the City and County of

Chefter. The greater part of theſe appointments

appear to have been mere honorary grants in

favour of individuals , few of them having been

attended with advantage to the Society.

The marquis of Carnarvon continued to preſide,

over che fraternity till the 18th of May 1757,

when he was ſucceeded by lord Aberdour ; during

whoſe malerſhip the Grand Lodge voted , among

other charities, the ſum of 6fty pounds to be fent

to Germany, to be diſtributed among ſuch of the

foldiers as were Maſons in prince Ferdinand's

army, whether Engliſh , Hanoverians, or Hellians.

This ſum was ſoon after remitted to general King

fley for the intended purpoſe.

Theſe were the principal proceedings of the

fraternity during the reign of George II . , who, on

the 5th of October 1760 , expired at his palace at

Kenſington, in the 77th year of his age, and the

34th of his reign .

This period ſeems to have been the golden æra

of Maſonry in England ; the ſciences being culti

4
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vated and improred , the royal art diligently pro

pagated, and true architecture clearly underſtood ;

the fraternity were honoured and eſteemed ; the

lodges patroniſed by exalted characters ; and cha

rity, humanity, and benevolence, appeared to be

the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of Mafons.

SECT. X.

Hiſtory of Maſonry in the South of England froin the

Hiceffion of George III. to the end of the year 1779.

On the oth of October 1760, his preſent ma

jeſty George III . was proclaimed . No prince

ever aſcended the throne, whoſe private virtues

and amiable character had ſo juſtly endeared him

to his people. 'To ſee a native of England the

ſovereign of theſe realms, afforded the moſt glo.

rious proſpect of fixing our happy conftitution in

church and ſtate on the firmelt baſe. Under fuch

a patron the polite arts could not fail of meeting

with every encouragement , and to the honour of

his majeſty it is to be obſerved , that, Gnce his

acceſſion to the throne , by his royal munificence

no pains have been ſpared to explore diſtant

regions in purſuit of uſeful knowledge, and to

diffuſe ſcience throughout every part of his do

minions.

Maſonry now flouriſhed at home and abroad

under the Engliſh Conſtitution , and lord Aberdour

continued at the head of the fraternity five years,

during which time the public feſtivals and quar .

terly communications were regularly held . His

lordſhip equalled any of his predeceſſors in the
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number of appointments to the office of Provin

cial Grand Maſter, having granted the following

deputations : 1. for Antigua and the Leeward

Caribbee iſlands ; 2. for the town of Norwich and

county of Norfolk ; 3. for the Bahama Iſlands, in

the room of the governor deceaſed ; 4. for Ham
burgh and Lower Saxony ; 5. for Guadaloupe ;

6. for Lancaſter ; 7. for the province of Georgia ;

8. for Canada ; 9. for Andaluſia, and places adja .

cent ; 10. for Bermuda ; 11. for Carolina ; 12.

for Muſquito ſhore ; and 13. for Eaſt India. The

fecond of theſe appointments , viz . for Norwich,

is that by which the Society has been moſt bene

fited . By the diligence and attention of the late

Edward Bacon eſq. to whom the patent was firſt

granted, the lodges in Norwich and Norfolk con

fiderably increaſed , and Maſonry was regularly

conducted in that province under his inſpection

for many years.

Lord Aberdour held the office of Grand Maſter

till the 3d of May 1762 , when he was ſucceeded

by earl Ferrers, during whoſe preſidency nothing

remarkable occurred . The Society ſeems at this

time to have loſt much of its conſequence ; the

general aſſemblies and communications not having

been honoured with the preſence of the nobility

as formerly, and many lodges eraſed out of the

liſt for non-attendance on the duties of the Grand

Lodge *. By the diligence and attention , how.

ever, of the late general John Salter, then Deputy

1

* Since this period new Conſtitutions had been too eaſily granted ,

and lodges multiplied beyond proportion. A proper check , however ,

is now put to this practice , and the legiſlature has prohibited by a

late Act of Parliament the conſtituting of any new lodges.
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Grand Maſter, the buſineſs of the Society was car.

ried on with regularity, and the fund of charity

conſiderably increafed. Provincial patents were

made out during earl Ferrers's preſidency ; I. for

Jamaica ; 2. for Eaſt India, where no particular

provincial was before appointed ; 3. for Cornwall ;

4. for Armenia ; 5. for Weſtphalia ; 6. for Bom

bay ; 7. for the Dukedom of Brunſwick ; 8. for

the Grenades, St. Vincent, Dominica , Tobago,

&c.; and y . for Canada. From theſe appoint

ments no conſiderable emoluments have reſulted

to the Society, excepting from the third and fixth ;

George Bell for Cornwall ; and James Todd for

Bombay. Both theſe gentlemen were particularly

attentive to the duties of their reſpective offices,

eſpecially the former, to whom the Society is in a

great meaſure indebted for the flouriſhing ſtate of

Maſonry in Cornwall.

On the 8th of May 1764, at an aſſembly and

feaſt at Vintners'-hall , lord Blaney was elected

Grand Maſter. Lord Ferrers inveſted John Re

vis eſq. late Deputy Grand Maſter, as proxy for

his lordſhip , who continued in office two years ;

during which time, being chiefly in Ireland , the

buſineſs of the Society was faithfully executed by

his deputy, general Salter, an active and a vigi

lant officer. The ſcheme of opening a ſubfcription

for the purchaſe of furniture for the Grand Lodge ,

was agitated about this time, and ſome money

colle & ed ; but the deſign dropped for want of

encouragement. A new edition of the Book of

Conſtitutions was ordered to be printed under the

inſpection of a committee, with a continuation of

it
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the proceedings of the Society ſince the publication
of the laſt edition .

During lord Blaney's prefidency, the dukes of

Glouceſter and Cumberland, his majelly's brothers,

were initiated into the Order ; the former, at an

occaſional lodge aſſembled at the Horn tavern

Weſtminſter, on the 16th of February 1766, at

which his lord ſhip preſideit in perſon ; the latter,

at an occaſional lodge afſembled at the Thatched

Houſe tavern in St. James's- ftreet, under the di

rection of general Salter.

The following deputations for the office of

Provincial Grand Maſter were granted by lord

Blaney: 1. for Barbadoes ; 2. for Upper Saxony ;

3. for Stockholm ; 4. for Virginia ; 5. for Bengal ;

6. for Italy ; 7. for the Upper and Lower Rhine,

and the Circle of Franconia ; 8. for Antigua ; 9 .

for the Electorate of Saxony ; 10. for Madras,

and its dependencies ; 11. for Hampſhire ; and

12. for Montſerrat. The fifth , tenth , and eleventh

of theſe appointments have been faithfully ex

ecuted . By the indefatigable affiduity of that

truly mafonic luminary, the late Thomas Dunck .

erley eſq. in whoſe favour the appointment for

Hampſhire was firſt made out, Mafunry made

confiderable progreſs in that province, as well as

in many other counties in England. Soon after

his appointment to this office, he accepted the

fuperintendence of the lodges in Dorfetſhire, Eflex ,

Glouceſterſhire, Somerſet fire, and Herefordſhire

?

1

* In grateful teftimony of the zealous and indefitigable exertions

of this gentleman fur many years , to prumute the honour and interest

of the Society , the Grand Lodge reſolved , that he dould rank as a
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The revival of the Bengal and Madras appoint

ments have been alſo attended with ſucceſs, as the

late liberal remittances from the Eaſt Indies amply

Thew.

Among ſeveral regulations reſpecting the fees

of confticutions, and other matters which paſſed

duriag lord Blaney's adminiftration, was the fol .

lowing : That as the Grand Lodge entertained the

higheſt ſenſe of the honour conferred on the

Society by the initiation of the dukes of Glouceſter

aud Cumberland ; it was reſolved, that each of

their royal highneſſes ſhould be preſented with an

apron , lined with blue Gilk ; and that, in all future

procefſions , they ſhould rank as Paſt Grand

Maiters, next to the Grand Officers for the time

being. The ſame compliment was alſo paid to

their royal brother the late duke of York, who

had been initiated into Maſonry while on his

travels.

The duke of Beaufort ſucceeded lord Blaney,

and was inſtalled by proxy at Merchant Taylors'

ball on the 27th of April 1767. Under the pa

tronage of his grace the Society Aouriſhed.

In the beginning of 1768 , two letters were

received from the Grand Lodge of France, ex

preſling a deſire of opening a regular correſpond

ence with the Grand Lodge of England. This

was cheerfully agreed to ; and a Book of Coníti.

tutions, a liſt of the lodges under the conſtitution

of England, with the form of a deputation, ele.

Part Serior Grand Warden , and in all proceſſions take place next the

prelent Senior Grand Warden for the time being . In November

3:95, he died at Portſmouth.
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ter.

gantly bound , were ordered to be ſent as a prefer

to the Grand Lodge of France.

Several regulations for the future government of

the Society were made about this time, particularly

one refpecting the office of Provincial Grand Maf

At a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and

Anchor tavern in the Strand , on the 29th of April

1768, it was reſolved that ten guineas ſhould be

paid to the fund of charity on the appointment of

every Provincial Grand Maſter who had not ſerved

the office of Grand Steward.

The moſt remarkable occurrence during the ad

miniſtration of the duke of Beaufort, was the plan

of an incorporation by royal charter. At a Grand

Lodge held at the Crown and Anchor tavern on

the 28th of O &tober 1768 , a report was made from

the Committee of Charity held on the 21ſt of that

month at the Horn tavern in Fleet- ſtreet, of the

Grand Maſter's intentions to have the Society in

corporated , if it met with the approbation of the

brethren ; the advantages of ſuch a meaſure were

fully explained, and a plan for the purpoſe was

ſubmitted to the confideration of the Committee.

The plan being approved, the thanks of the Grand

Lodge were voted to the Grand Maſter, for his

attention to the intereſts and proſperity of the So

ciety . The hon . Charles Dillon, then Deputy

Grand Maſter, informed the brethren , that he had

fubmitted to the Committee a plan for raiſing a

fund to build a hall, and purchaſe jewels, furni

ture, &c. for the Grand Lodge, independent of the

general fund of charity ; the carrying of which

into execution , he apprehended, would be a proper
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prelude to an Incorporation , ſhould it be the wiſh

of the Society to obtain a charter. The plan being

laid before the Communication , ſeveral amend

ments were made, and the whole referred to the

next Grand Lodge for confirmation . In the mean

time it was reſolved , that the faid plan ſhould be

printed, and tranſmitted to all the lodges on re

cord * . The duke of Beaufort finding that the

Society approved of Incorporation , contributed his

beft endeavours to carry the deſign into immediate

execution : though at firſt he was oppoſed by a

few brethren, who miſconceived his good inten

tions, he perfevered in promoting every meaſure

that might facilitate the plan ; and a copy of the

intended charter was ſoon after printed , and diſ..

perſed among the lodges . Before the Society,

however, had come to any determined reſolution

on the buſineſs, the members of a reſpectable lodge,

then held at the Half Moon tavern Cheapſide, eng

tered a caveat in the attorney -general's office,

againſt the Incorporation ; atid this circumſtance

being reported to the Grand Lodge, an impeach

ment was laid againſt that lodge, for unwarrant

ably expoſing the private reſolutions of the Grand

Lodge ; and it being determined that the members

of the ſaid lodge had been guilty of a great offence ,

in preſuming to oppoſe the reſolutions of the Grand

Lodge, and endeavouring to fruſtrate the inten

tions of the Society, a motion was made, That it

j

* This plan conffted chiefly of certain fees to be paid by the

Grand Officers annually , by pew lodges at their conftitution, and

by brethren at initiation into Maſonry, or admiflion into lodges as

members, & c.

N
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ſhould be eraſed from the liſt of lodges ; but, on

the Maſter of the lodge acknowledging the fault,

and , in the name of himſelf and his brethren ,

making a proper apology, the motion was with

drawn, and the offence forgiven . From the return

of the different lodges it appeared , that one hun

dred and fixty-eight had voted for the Incorpora

tion , and only forty -three againſt it ; upon which

a motion was made in Grand Lodge on the 28th

of April 1769, that the Society ſhould be incor

porated ; which was carried in the affirmative by

a great majority.

At a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and Anchor

tavera on the 27th of October 1769, it was re

folved , That the ſum of 1300l. then ſtanding in

the names of Rowland Berkeley eſq. the Grand

Treaſurer, and Mr. Arthur Beardmore and Mr.

Richard Nevifon his fureties, in the three per cent.

bank conſolidated annuities, in truſt for the So

ciety , be transferred into the names of the preſent

Grand Officers ; and at an Extraordinary Grand

Lodge on the 29th of November following, the

Society was informed that Mr. Beardmore had re

fuſed to join in the transfer ; upon which it was

reſolved that letters ſhould be ſent, in the name of

the Society, ſigned by the acting Grand Officers, to

lord Blaney the Paſt Grand Maſter, and to his

Deputy and Wardens, to whom the Grand Trea

ſurer and his fureties had given bond, requeſting

their concurrence in the reſolutions of the Grand

Lodge of the 29th of Odober laft. Mr. Beard

more, however, dying ſoon after, the defire of the

Grand Lodge was complied with by Mr.Neviſon ,

and the transfer regularly made.



OF MASONRY. 267

The duke of Beaufort conſtituted ſeveral new

lodges, and granted the following provincial depu

tations during his preſidency : 1. for South Caro

lina ; 2. Jamaica ; 3. Barbadoes ; 4. Naples and

Sicily ; 5. the Empire of Ruſſia ; and 6. the Auf

trian Netherlands. The increaſe of foreign lodges

occaſioned the inſtitution of a new officer , a Provin

cial Grand Maſter for foreign lodges in general;

and his grace accordingly, nominated a gentleman
for that office.. He alſo appointed Provinciai

Grand Maſters for Kent, Suffolk , Lancaſhire, and

Cumberland. Another new appointment likewiſe

took place during his grace's adminiftration , viz ..

the office of General Inſpectors or Provincial

Grand Maſters for lodges within the bills of mor

tality ; but the majority of the lodges in London

diſapproving the appointment, the authority was

foon after withdrawn .

At a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and An

chor tavern on the 25th of April 1770, the Pro

viucial Grand Maſter for foreign lodges acquainted

the Society , that he had lately received a letter from

Charles baron de Boetzelaer, Grand Maſter of the

National Grand Lodge of the United Provinces of

Holland and their dependencies, requeſting to be

acknowledged as ſuch by the Grand Lodge of Eng

land , whoſe ſuperiority he confeſſed ; and promiſ.

ing, that if the Grand Lodge of England would ,

in future not to conſtitute any new lodge

within his juriſdiction , the Grand Lodge of Hol

land would obſerve the ſame reſtriction with reſpect

to all parts of the world where lodges were already

eſtabliſhed under the patronage of England. Upon

agree

N 2
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theſe terms he requeſted that a firm and friendly

alliance might be eſtabliſhed between the Officers

of both Grand Lodges, an annual correſpondence

carried on, and each Grand Lodge regularly made

acquainted once in every year with the moſt mate

rial tranſactions of the other. On this report being

made, the Grand Lodge agreed, that ſuch an alli

ance or compact* Thould be entered into , and exe

cuted, agreeably to baron de Boetzelaer's requeſt.

In 1771, a bill was brought into parliament by

the hon . Charles Dillon , then Deputy Grand

Maſter, for incorporating the Society by act of

parliament ; but on the fecond reading of the bill,

it having been oppoſed by Mr. Onſlow , at the de

fire of ſeveral brethren who had petitioned the

houſe againſt it, Mr. Dillon 'moved to poſtpone the

confideration of it fine die ; and thus the deſign of

an Incorporation fell to the ground.

Lord Petre ſucceeded the duke of Beaufort on

the 4th of May 1772 , when ſeveral regulations

were made for better fecuring the property belong

ing to the Society. A conſiderable ſum having

been ſubſcribed for the purpoſe of building a hall,

a committee was appointed to ſuperintend the

management of that buſineſs. Every meaſure was

adopted to enforce the laws for raiſing a new fund

to carry the deſigns of the Society into execution,

and no pains were ſpared by the committee to com

plete the purpoſe of their appointment . By their

report to the Grand Lodge on the 27th of April

1774, it appeared , that they had contracted for the

purchaſe of a plot of ground and premiſes, confift

ing of two large commodious dwelling -houſes, and

2
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a large garden , fituated in Great Queen -ſtreet,

Lincoln's-Inn -Fields, late in the poſſeſſion of Philip

Carteret Webb eſq. deceaſed, the particulars of

which were ſpecified in a plan then delivered ; that

the real value appeared to be 3,2051 . at the leaſt,

but that 3,1801 . was the fum contracted to be paid

for the premiſes; that the front-houſe might produce

gol. per annum , and the back -houſe would furniſh

commodious committee -rooms, offices, kitchens,

&c . and that the garden was fufficiently large to

contain a complete hall for the uſe of the Society,

the expence of which was calculated not to exceed

3000l. * This report met with general approba

tion . Lord Petre, the dukes of Beaufort and

Chandos, earl Ferrers, and lord viſcount Dudley

and Ward, were appointed truſtees for the Society ,

and the conveyance of the premiſes purchaſed was

made in their names.

On the 22d of February 1775 , the hall - commit .

tee reported to the Grand Lodge, that a plan had

been propofed and approved for raiſing 5oool. to

complete the deſigns of the Society, by granting

annuities for lives , with benefit of ſurvivorſhip ; a

plan now known under the name of Tontine. It

was accordingly reſolved , That there ſhould be one

hundred lives at sol . each ; that the whole pre

.

* Notwithſtanding this eſtimate, it appears by the Grand Treas

furer's accounts , that in 1792 abové 20,000 l . had been expended

on this building , and that, excluſive of an annuity of 2501. on

account of a contine, there then remained due from the hall.fund to

( undry tradeſmen a conſiderable debt, the greateſt part of which has

been fince paid off. The tavern has been rebuilt, and enlarged , within

theſe few years, which has increaſed the expence to 30, cool ,

1. 3



270 ILLUSTRATIONS

miſes belonging to the Society in Great Queen

ſtreet, with the hall to be built thereon, ſhould be

veſted in truſtees, as a ſecurity to the ſubſcribers,

who ſhould be paid 51. per cent. for their money

advanced , the whole interef amounting to 250 1 .

per annum ; that this intereſt ſhould be divided

among the ſubſcribers, and the ſurvivors or ſurvivor

of them ; and , upon the death of the laſt ſurvivor,

the whole to determine for the benefit of the So

ciety. The Grand Lodgè approving the plan , the

ſubſcription immediately commenced , and in leſs

than three months was complete ; upon which the

truſtees of the Society conveyed the eſtate to the

truſtees of the tontine, in purſuance of a reſolution

of the Grand Lodge for that purpoſe.

On the ift of May 1775 , the foundation -ſtone

는

LE

.

• Within the foundation - ftone was depoſited a plate, with the

following infcription :

ANNO REGNI GEORGII TERTII QUINDECIMO,

SALUTIS HUMANÆ, MDCCLXXV. MENSIS MAII DIE

PRIMO,

HUNC PRIMUM LAPIDEM,

AULÆ LATOMORUM ,

( ANGLICE, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS)

POSUERIT

HONORATISSIMUS ROB . EDV. DOM. PETRE , -BARO

PETRE, DE WRIITLE,

SUMMUS LATOMORUM ANGLIÆ MAGISTER ;

ASSIDENTIBUS

VIRO ORNATISSIMO ROWLANDO HOLT, ARMIGERO,

SUMMI MAGISTRI DEPUTATO ;

VIRIS ORNATISSIMIS

JOH. HATCH ET HEN. DAGGE,

SUMMIS GUBERNATORIBUS ;

PLENOQUE CORAM FRATRUM CONCURSU ;

QUO ETIAM TEMPORE REGUM , PRINCIPIUMQUE

VIRORUM FAVORE ,
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of the new hall was laid in ſolemn form *, in the

preſence of a numerous company of the brethren .

After the ceremony, the company proceeded in

carriages to Leatherſellers' hall, where an elegant

entertainment was provided on the occafion ; and

at this meeting the office of Grand Chaplain was
firſt inſtituted .

The building of the hall went on fo rapidly,

that it was finifhed in little more than twelve

months. On the 23d of May 1776, it was opened ,

and dedicated t , in folemn form, to MASONRY,

VIRTUE, and UNIVERSAL CHARITY and Benevo

LENCE, in the prefence of a brilliant aſſembly of

the brethren . A new Ode f, written and ſet to

muſic on the occaſion , was performed, before a

number of ladies, who honoured the Society with

their company on that day. An exordium on Ma

fonry, not lefs elegant than inſtructive, was given

by the Grand Secretary, and an excellent oration

delivered by the Grand Chaplain. In commemo

ration of an event ſo pleaſing to the Society, it was

agreed , that the anniverſary of this ceremony thould

be ever after regularly kept.

* For the ceremony obſerved on this occafon ſee p . 92.

+ For the ceremony of dedication ſee p . 95 .

I See Ode II., at the end of the volume.

STUDIOQUE SUSTENTATUM-MAXIMOSPER

EUROPAM

HONORES OCCUPAVERAT

NOMEN LATOMORUM,

CUI INSUPER NOMINI SUMMUM ANGLIÆ CONVEN .

TUM PRÆESSE FECERAT

UNIVERSA FRATRUM PER ORBEM MULTITUDO ,

E COELO DESCENDIT.

ΓΝΩΘΙ ΣΕΑΥΤΟΝ.

N 4
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2

Thus was completed , under the auſpices of a

nobleman , whoſe amiable character as a man , and

zeal as a Maſon , may be equalled , but cannot be

ſurpafled, that elegant and highly finiſhed room in

Great Queen -ſtreet, in which the annual affembly

and quarterly communications of the fraternity are

held ; and to the accompliſhment of which many

lodges, as well as private individuals, have libcrally

fubſcribed . It is to be regretted , that the finances

of the Society will not admit of its being ſolely re

ſerved for maſonic purpoſes.

The brethren of St. John's lodge in Newcaſtle,

animated by the example ſet them in the metropo

lis, opened a ſubſcription among themſelves for the

purpoſe of building, in the Low Friar Chair in that

town, a new hall for their meetings ; and, on the

23d of September 1776, the foundation - ſtone * of

that building was laid by Mr. Francis Peacock,

then Maſter of the lodge . This edifice was ſpeedily

1 :

1

* Underneath the ſtone was placed a copper -plate , with the ful .

lowing infeription :

ÆDIFICII AVIVS

IN MVTVAM AMICITIAM STABILIENDAM

PRO SVMMI NATVRÆ NVMINIS

ARCHITECTI REGNATORIS VENERATIONE

PRO VÈRI INVESTIGATIONE

MORVM SCIENTIÆ ARTIVMQ . BON ARVM

INGENVO CVITV

HVMANI GENERIS BEVEFICIO

SOLATIVM IEMPESTIVVM PRZEBENDO

CONVENTVI FRATERNO SACRI

FRANCISCVS PEACOCK PRAEFECT. HONORAND.

FVNDAMENTA POSUIT

IN CALEND OCTOB.

AN . SAL. HVM . MDCCLXXVI.

AN . CONSORT. MMMMMDCCLXXVI.
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completed, furniſhed, and dedicated ; but we learn,

that it has been fince ſold , and appropriated to

other purpoſes.

The flouriſhing ſtate of the Society in England

attracted the attention of the Mafons in Germany ,

who ſolicited our friendſhip and alliance . The

Grand Lodge at Berlin, under the patronage of the

prince of Heffe Darmſtadt, requeſted a friendly

union and correſpondence with their brethren of

England , which was agreed to, on the Grand Lodge

of Germany engaging to remit an annual donation

to the fund of charity .

The buſineſs of the Society having now conGder

ably increafed, it was refolved, that the Grand

Secretary ſhould be permitted in future to employ

a deputy, or aſiſtant, at an annual ſalary propor .

tioned to his labour.

On the 14th of February 1776, the Grand

Lodge refolved, That in future all Paft Grand

Oficers ſhould be permitted to wear a particular

gold jewel, the ground enamelled blue , and each

officer be diſtinguiſhed by the jewel which he wore

while in office ; with this difference, that fuch

honorary jewel ſhould be fixed within a circle , or

oval ; on the borders ofwhich were to be inſcribed

his name , and the year in which he ſerved the

office. This jewel to be worn in Grand Lodge

pendant to a broad blue riband , and , on other

occaſions, to be fixed 10 the breaſt by a narrow

blue riband * .

* How far the introduction of new ornaments is reconcilable

to the original practices of the Society, I will not preſume to deter.

mine ; but it is the opinion of many old Maſons, that multiplying

N 5
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Many regulations reſpecting the government of

the fraternity were eſtabliſhed during lord Petre's

adminiſtration . The meetings of irregular Maſons

again attracted notice , and, on the roth of April

1777, the following law was enacted : « That the

or perſons who aſſemble in London , and elſewhere,

" in the character of Maſons, calling themſelves

« Ancient Majons, and at preſent ſaid to be under

“ the patronage of the duke of Athol, are not to

« be countenanced, or acknowledged , by any regu

“ lar lodge, or Maſon , under the conſtitution of

« England : nor ſhall any regular Maſon be preſent

“ at any of their conventions, to give a fanction

to their proceedings, under the penalty of for

« feiting the privileges of the Society : nor ſhall

“ any perſon initiated at any of their irregular

“ meetings , be admitted into any lodge , without

“ being re -made *. That this cenſure ſhall not

" extend to any lodge, or Maſon made, in Scotland

it or Ireland, under the conſtitution of either of

" theſe kingdoms ; or to any lodge , or Maſon

« made abroad , under the patronage of any foreign

« Grand Lodge in alliance with the Grand Lodge

« of England ; but that ſuch lodge and Maſons

* fhall be deemed regular and conftitutional ."

* Remark.This cenſure only extends to thoſe irregular lodges

in London , which feceded from the reſt of the fraternity in 1738,

fee p . 241–244 ; and cannot apply to the Grand Lodge in York

city , or to any lodges under that truly ancient and reſpectable

banner ; whoſe independence and regular proceedings have been fully

admitted and authenticated by the Grand Lodge in London , in the

Bock of Conſtitucions printed under their ſanction in 1738, 195 .

honorary diftin & tions, leffens the value and importance of the real

jewels by which the acting officers of the lodge are diftinguiſhed .
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An Appendix to the Book of Conftitutions,

containing all the principal proceedings of the So

ciety ſince the publication of the laſt edition, was

ordered to be printed ; alſo a new annual publica

tion, intitled The FREE MASONS CALENDAR ; and

the profits ariſing from the ſale of both, were to be

regularly brought to account in the charity fund.

To preſerve the conſequence of the Society, the

following law was enacted at this time : That the

fees for conſtitutions, initiations, &c. ſhould be

advanced, and no perſon be initiated into Maſonry

in any lodge under the conſtitution of England for

a leſs fum than two guineas * ; and that the name,

age , profeſlion, and place of reſidence of every per

fon ſo initiated, and of every admitted member of

a regular lodge ſince the 29th of October 1768,

ſhould be regiſtered , under the penalty of ſuch

Malon made , or member admitted, being deprived

of the privileges of the Society.

The Maſons in Sunderland having conſiderably

increafed during his lordſhip’s adminiſtration , they

built an elegant half in that town for their meet .

ings. On the 16th of July 1778 , this hall was de

dicated in folemn form before a numerous company

of brethren ; on which occaſion a very animated

oration on Maſonry was delivered in the prefence

of above 120 ladies. On the 19th of November

1783 , this hall was deſtroyed by fire, and many

valuable books and papers were burnt. The zeal

of the brethren however induced them the follow .

1

• The uſual charitable donation at initiation in moſt lodges,

is now ſeldom under five guineas, and more frequently double chat

fum .

N 6



276 ILLUSTRATION
S

ing year to build another hall , namedPhoenix -hall,

of which the foundation ſtone was laid in great

pomp on the 5th of April 1784. It was finiſhed
and dedicated in 1785 .

Lord Petre granted provincial deputations for

Madras and Virginia ; alſo for Hants, Suffex, and

Surrey . Though , during this preſidency , ſome

lodges were eraſed out of the liſt for nonconformity

to the laws, many new ones were added ; ſo that,

under his lordfhip's banner, the Society became

truly reſpectable.

On the iſt of May 1777, lord Petre was ſuc

ceeded by the duke of Mancheſter ; during whoſe

adminiſtration the tranquillity of the Society was

interrupted by private diffenfions. An unfortunate

difpute having ariſen among the members of the

Lodge of Antiquity, on account of ſome proceed

ings of the brethren of that lodge on the feſtival of

St. John the Evangeliſt after his grace's election ,

the complaint was introduced into the Grand

Lodge, where it occupied the attention of every

committee and communication for twelve months.

It originated from the Maſter, Wardens, and ſome

of the members, in conſequence of a reſolution of

the lodge, having attended divine ſervice at St.

Dunftan's church in Fleet- ſtreet, in the clothing of

the Order , and walked back to the Mitre tavern in

their regalia, not having obtained a diſpenſation

for the purpoſe. The Grand Lodge determined

the meaſure to be a violation of the generał regu

lations reſpecting public proceſſions *, on which

For an explanation of the nature of public proceffions at

frinerals , ſee p. 99.



OF MASONRY, 277

various opinions were formed, and ſeveral brethren

highly diſguſted .

Another circumſtance tended ftill farther to

widen this breach . The Lodge of Antiquity have

ing expelled three of its members for miſbehaviour,

the Grand Lodge interfered , and, without proper

inveſtigation , ordered them to be re-inſtated . With

this order the lodge refuſed to comply, the mem

bers conceiving themſelves competent and fole

judges in the choice of their own private Society.

The privileges of the Lodge of Antiquity * imme

diately began to be ſet up, in oppoſition to the

ſuppoſed uncontrollable authority of the Grand

Lodge ; and in the inveſtigation of this point, the

original cauſe of diſpute was- totally forgotten.

Matters were agitated to the extreme on both

fides, reſolutions precipitately entered into, and

edicts inadvertently iſſued . Memorials and re

monftrances were preſented in vain ; and at laſt a

rupture enſued. The Lodge of Antiquity ſup

ported its immemorial privileges ; appointed com

mittees to examine records ; applied to the old

lodge in York city , and to the lodges in Scotland

and Ireland , for advice ; entered a proteſt againſt,

and peremptorily refuſed to comply with, the reſo

lutions of the Grand Lodge ; diſcontinued the at

tendance of the Maſter and Wardens at the com

mittees of charity and quarterly communications

as its repreſentatives ; publiſhed a manifeſto in its

vindication ; notified its ſeparation from the Grand

* For an account of this lodge and its privileges, ſee p . 209

to p . 215.
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Lodge ; and avowed an alliance with the Grand

Lodge of all England held in the city of York, andi

every lodge and Maſon who wiſhed to act in con

formity to the original conſtitutions. The Grand .

Lodge enforced its edicts, and extended protection

to the brethren whofe cauſe it had efpoufed ..

Anathemas were iſſued , ſeveral worthy men ex

pelled from the Society, for refuſing to ſurrender

the property of the lodge to the perſons who had .

been regularly expelled from it ; and printed letters

circulated , with the Grand Treaſurer's accounts ,

highly derogatory to the dignity of the Society ..

This produced a ſchiſm , which ſublifted for the

ſpace of ten years.

To juſtify the proceedings of the Grand Lodge,

the following reſolution of the Committee of Cha

risy held in February 1779, was printed and diſ

perſed among the lodges :

« Refolved That every private lodge derives its

« authority from the Grand Lodge, and that no

« authority but the Grand Lodge can withdraw

" or take away that power. That though the

“ majority of a lodge may determine to quit the

Society , the conſtitution , or power of aſſem .

« bling , remains with , and is veſted in , the reſt of

" the members who may be deſirous of continu

« ing their allegiance ; and that if all the members

o withdraw themſelves, the conſtitution is ex

« tinct , and the authority reverts to the Grand

« Lodge."

This reſolution, it was argued, might operate

with reſpect to a lodge which derived its conſtitu

tion from the Grand Lodge, but could not apply to

1
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one which derived its authority from another chan

nel , long before the eſtabliſhment of the Grand

Lodge, and which authority had been repeatedly

admitted and acknowledged. Had it appeared

upon record , that, after the eſtabliment of the

Grand Lodge, this original authority had been ſar

rendered , forfeited, or exchanged for a warrant

from the Grand Lodge, the Lodge of Antiquity

muſt have admitted the refolution of the Grand

Lodge in its full force . But as no ſuch circumſtance

appeared on record , the members of the Lodge of

Antiquity were juſtified in conſidering their imme

morial conftitution facred , while they choſe to

exiſt as a lodge, and act in obedience to the ancient

conftitutions.

Conſidering the ſubject in this point of view, it

evidently appears that the reſolutions of the Grand

Lodge could have no effect on the Lodge of Anti

quity ; eſpecially after the publication of the mani

feſto avowing its ſeparation. The members of that

lodge continued to meet regularly as heretofore,

and to promote the laudable purpoſes of Maſonry

on their old independent foundation. The Lodge

of Antiquity, it was aſſerted, could not be diffolved

while the majority of its members kept together,

and acted in conformity to the original conſtitu

tions ; and no edict of the Grand Lodge, or its

committees, could deprive the members of that

lodge of a right which had been admitted to be

veſted in themſelves collectively from time imme

morial ; a right which had never been derived

from , or ceded to , any Grand Lodge whatever,
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To underſtand more clearly the nature of that

conftitution by which the Lodge of Antiquity is up

held, we muſt have recourſe to the uſages and

cuſtoms which prevailed among Maſons at the end

of the laſt , and beginning of the preſent, century.

The fraternity then had a diſcretionary power to

neet as Mafons, in certain numbers , according to

their degrees, with the approbation of the maſter

of the work where any public building was carry

ing on , as often as they found it neceſſary fo to do ;

and when ſo met, to receive into the Order bro

thers and fellows, and practiſe the rites of Maſonry.

The idea of inveſting Maſters and Wardens of

lodges in Grand Lodge aſſembled , or the Grand

Mafter himſelf, with a power to grant warrants of

conſtitution to certain brethren to meet as Malons

at certain houſes on the obſervance of certain con

ditions, had no exiſtence . The fraternity were

under no ſuch reſtrictions. The ancient charges

were the only ſtandard for the regulation of con

duct, and no law was known in the Society which

thoſe charges did not inculcate. To the award of

the fraternity at large in general meeting aſſem

bled once or twice in a year, all brethren were

ſubject, and the authority of the Grand Maſter

never extended beyond the bounds of that general

meeting. Every private afſembly, or lodge, was

under the direction of its particular Maſter, choſen

for the occaſioni, whoſe authority terminated with

the meeting. When a lodge was fixed at any par

ticular place for a certain time, an atteſtation from

the brethren preſent entered on record , was a ſuffi
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cient proof of its regular conſtitution , and this

praclice prevailed for many years after the revival

of Maſonry in the South of England. By this au.

thority, which never proceeded from the Grand

Lodge, unfettered by any other reilrictions than

the conſtitutions of Maſonry, the Lodge of An

tiquity has always been, and ſtill continues to be

governed.

While I have endeavoured to explain the ſubject

of this unfortunate diſpute, I rejoice in the oppor

tunity which the proceedings of the grand feaſt in

1790 have afforded, of promoting harmony, by re

ſtoring to the privileges of the Society, all the bre

thren of the Lodge of Antiquity who had been

falſely accuſed and unjuſtly expelled in 1779. By

the operation of our profeffed principles, and

through the mediation of that true friend to genu

ine Maſonry, the late William Birch eſq. Pált

Maſter of the Lodge of Antiquity , unanimity was

happily reſtored ; the manifeſto publiſhed by that

lodge in 1779 revoked ; and theMaſterand War,

dens of that truly ancient aſſociation , the firſt

lodge under the Engliſh conſtitution , reſumed their

ſeats in Grand Lodge as heretofore ; while the

brethren who had received the function of the

Society as nominal members of the Lodge of

Antiquity during the ſeparation , were re-united

with the original members of the real lodge , and

the privileges of that venerable body ſince that time

have centered in one channel.

I have conſiderably abridged my obſervations on

this ſubject in the latter editions of this Treatiſe,

but think it proper ſtill to record my ſenti
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ments, in juſtice to the gentlemen with whom I

have long affociated; and to convince my brethren ,

that our re-union with the Society has not induced

me to vary a well- grounded opinion, or deviate

from the ſtrict line of conſiſtency which I have

hitherto purſued.

SECT. XI.

Hiſtory of the moſt remarkable Events in the Society

from 1779 to 1791 incluſive.

AMIDST theſe diſagreeable altercations, intelli

gence arrived of the rapid progreſs of the Society

in India, where many new lodges had been con

ftituted, which were amply ſupported by the firſt

characters in the Eaſt. Omdit- ul. Omrah Bahauder,

eldeft fon of the nabob of the Carnatic, had been

initiated into Maſonry in the lodge at Trichino

poly near Madras ; and had expreſſed the higheſt

veneration for the inſtitution . This news having

been tranſmitted to England officially, the Grand

Lodge determined to ſend a congratulatory letter

to his highneſs on the occaſion , accompanied with

a blue apron elegantly decorated , and a copy of

the Book of Conſtitutions ſuperbly bound. To

Sir John Day, advocate-general of Bengal, the

execution of this commiſſion was entruſted *. In

the beginning of 1780, an anſwer was received

from his highneſs, acknowledging the receipt of

* At the grand feaſt in 1792, Sir John was honoured with a blue

apron and the rank of a Grand Officer, as a compliment for his

meritorious ſervices on this occalion .
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the preſent, and expreſſing the warmeſt attachment

and benevolence to his brethren in England. This

letter, which is written in the Perſian language,

was encloſed in an elegant cover of cloth of gold ,

and addreſſed To the Grand Maſter and Grand

Lodge of England.

This flattering mark of attention from fo diſ

tinguiſhed a perſonage abroad, was peculiarly

grateful to the Grand Lodge ; who immediately

reſolved, that a letter ſhould be prepared and

tranſmitted to his highneſs, exprefling the high

opinion which the brethren in England entertained

of his merits, and requeſting the continuance of

his friendſhip and protection to the Mafonic inſti

tution in the Eaſt. The thanks of the Grand

Lodge were voted to Sir John Day ; and a tranſla

tion of his highneſs's letter * was ordered to be

* As this Letter is replete with genuine good fenfe and waren

benevolence, we shall here inſert the tranſlation for the gratification

of our brethren :

“ To the right worſhipful bis Grace the Duke of Mancheſter, Grand

“ Maſter of the illuftrious and benevolen : Suciety of Free and Accepted

Mafons under ebe Confti ution of England, and be Grand Lodge

" thereof.

« Much honoured Sir , and BRETHRIN ,

“ An early knowlege and participation of the benefits ariſing to

« our houſe, from its intimate union of-councils and intereſts with

" the Britiſh nation , and a deep veneration for the laws, conſtitution ,

" s and manners of the latter, have, for many years of my life , led

“ me to ſeize every opportunity of drawing the ties between us

$ 6 ftill cloſer and cloſer .

“ Ey the accounts which have reached me, of the principles and

“ practices of your fraternicy, nothing can be more plealing to the

« ſovereign Ruler of the univerſe, whom we all, though in different

ways, adore, or more honoureb'e to his creatures ; for they ſtand

upon
the broad basis of indiſcriminate and univerfal benevolence.
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copied on vellum , and, with the original , ele

gantly framed and glazed, hung up in the hall at

every public meeting of the Society.

The firſt teſtimony which Omdit- ul-Omrah gave

of his regard to the inſtitution , was by the initia

tion of his brother Omur- ul . Omrah, who ſeems

equally attached with himſelf to promote the wel

fare of the Society.

Another event has alſo taken place at Madras,

which muſt be very ſatisfactory to the brethren of

England. The diviſions and feceffions which had

originated in London in 1738 , having unfortu

nately reached India ; by the intervention of briga •

dier general Horne, who had been appointed, by

“ Under this conviction , I had long wilhed to be admitted of

“ your fraternity, and now that I'am initiated , I conſider the title of

« an Engliſh Mafon , as one of the moſt honourable that I poffefs ;

“ for it is at once a cement of the friendſhip between your nation

** and me, the friend of mankind.

« I have received from the advocate -general of Bengal, Sir John

" Day, the very acceptable mirk of attention and eſteem with which

you have favoured me : it has been preſented with every ciicum .

és ftance of deference and reſpect that the fituation of things here,

« and the temper of the mes, would admit of ; and I do aſſure your

grace , and the brethren at large, that he has done ample juſtice to

" the commiffion you have confided to him , and has executed it in

“ ſuch manner as to do honour to himſelf and me.

“ I ſhall avail myſelf of a proper upportunity , to convince your

grace, and the reſt of the brethren , that Omdit - ulqOmrah is not

“ an unfeeling brother, or hee vlefs of the precepts he has imbibed ;

" and that, while he teſtifies his love and eſteem for his brethren , by

si ftrengthening the bonds of humanity , he means to miniſter to the

“ wants of the diftrefled .

“ May the common Farher of All , the one omniputent and

« merciful God, take you into his holy keeping , and give you health ,

peace , and length of years, prays your highly honoured and affec

* tionate brother, OMRIT UL UMRAH BAHAUDER .
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patent from the duke of Cumberland, Provincial

Grand Maſter on the coaſt of Coromandel, an

union of the brethren in that part of the world

has been effected , and the lodge , No. 152, ſtyling

themſelves Ancient York Maſons, joined a lodge

under his auſpices, and voluntarily ſurrendered the

conftitution under which they had formerly acted.

This deſirable object being accompliſhed , and the

wiſhes of the brethren fulfilled , the General re

queſted their alliſtance to form a Grand Lodge,

when the following Officers were appointed, and

inſtalled in due form :

Brigadier gen . Horne, Prov. Grand Maſter .

Ter. Gahagan eſq. Deputy Grand Maſter.

Jof. Du Pre Porcher eſq. Acting Grand Maſter.

Lieut. col . Roſs, Grand Architect .

Lieut. col . J. Campbell, Sen. Grand Warden .

Hamilton eſq. Junior Grand Warden.

James Grierſon eſq. Grand Secretary .

James Amos eſq. Grand Treaſurer.

Lieutenant-colonel Moor -houſe and colonel L.

Lucas eſqrs. Grand Stewards.

Major Maule, Grand Orator.

Charles Bromley eſq. Grand Sword Bearer.

The Grand Lodge having been regularly eſta

bliſhed , a propoſal was made, that a new lodge

ſhould be formed at Madras, under the name of

Perfect Unanimity, No. I. This being unani

mouſly agreed to, the Provincial Grand Maſter gave

notice, that he ſhould perform the ceremony of

confecration on Saturday the 7th of October 17878

in commemoration of the union which had been

ſo amicably formed that day , and requeſted the
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proper officers to attend on the occaſion . Accord

ingly , on the morning of the day appointed, up

wards of fifty brethren afſembled at the houſe on

Choultry Plain , in which the public rooms, are

held , and at half paſt eleven o'clock the ceremony

commenced. After the preparatory buſineſs had .

been gone through in Grand Lodge, a proceſſion

** Here follows the ORDER of the PROCESSION.

Two Tylers, with drawn ſwords.

MUSIC.

Brothers Elphinſtone and Moorhouſe, Grand Stewards , with white

wands.

Brother Gilleſpie, as youngeſt apprentice, carrying the rough ſtone.

Apprentices, two and two.

Fellow -crafts, two and two.

Mafter-maſons, two and two.

Brothers Latham and Robſon , as Secretary and Treaſurer of the new

lodge .

PAST -MASTER .

Brother Taner, carrying a ſilver pitcher with corn.

Brothers Gomond and Goree, carrying pitchers , containing wine

and oil .

Brothers Home and Horfiman, carrying two great lights.

CHOIRISTERS .

Brother Roſs, Grand Archiiect, carrying the poliſhed fone .

Brother Donaldſon, ( 36th regiinent , ) as Grand Sword . Bearer, car

rying the ſword of ſtate .

Brother Grierſon , Grand Secretary , with his bag .

Brother Amos , Grand Secretary, with his ſtaff.

The LODGE , covered with white fatin , carried by four 'Tylers.

The worſhipful brother Lucas , as Maſter of the new lodge, carrying

the bible, compaſſes, and ſquare , on a crimſon velvet cuſhiori,

ſupported by Brothers Dalrymple and Chaſe,

Afiftant Stewards.

Brother Sir George Keith, carrying the Giver cenſer.

Brother Maule, Grand Orator.

Third great light carried by Brother Gregory .

Brothers Campbell and Hamilton , Senior and Junior Grand War

den's, with their columns and cruncheons.

Brolher Porcher, Alting Grand Maiter.
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was formed , and marched three times round the

lodge ; after which the buſineſs of confecration

was entered on , and completed in a manner ſuitable

to the ſolemnity of the occaſion . Several old

Maſons who were preſent, declared they never ſaw

a ceremony conducted with more dignity and

propriety.

The following brethren were inſtalled Officers of

this new lodge , viz . Colly Lyons Lucas eſq. Mar.

ter ; Pullier Spencer eſq. Senior Warden ; George

Robert Lathamefq. JuniorWarden ; George Maule

efq. Secretary ; John Robins eſq. Treaſurer.

At two o'clock the brethren ſat down to an

excellent dinner, provided by the Grand Lodge ;

after which many maſonic and loyal toaſts were

drank ; and the day was concluded with that

pleaſing feſtivity, harmony, and good fellowſhip ,

which has always diſtinguiſhed the Society of Free,

and Accepted Maſons.

1

During the preſidency of the duke of Man

cheſter, new lodges were conſtituted in different

parts of the kingdom , and conſiderable additions

made to the general funds of the Society. The

ſums voted to diſtrefied brethren far exceeded thoſe

of any former period ; and among other inſtances

of liberality may be ſpecified , a very generous con

tribution of one hundred pounds , towards the

relief of the brethren in America, who had ſuffered

Brother Sadlier , as Chief Magiſtrale.

Brother Sir Henry Colby, carrying the Book of Conftirutions,

Brigadier General HORN % , Provincial Grand Master, ſupported by

Brothers'Howley and Harris, Afliftant Slewards : jl
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great loſſes in conſequence of the rebellion there,

and whoſe ftuation was very feelingly deſcribed in

a letter from the lodge No. I. at Halifax in Nova

Scotia .

A ſingular propoſition was made in Grand Lodge

on the 8th of April 1778, that the Grand Maſter

and his Officers ſhould be diſtinguished in future

at all public meetings by robes, to be provided at

their own expence ; and that Paſt Grand Officers

ſhould have the privilege of being diſtinguiſhed in

a ſimilar manner. This meaſure was at firſt fa

vourably received ; but , ou farther inveſtigation in

the Hall Committee , to whom it was referred , it .

was found to be ſo diametrically oppoſite to the

original plan of the inſtitution, that it was very

properly laid aſide.

The finances of the Society occupied great part

of the proceedings of the Committees and Commu

nications during his grace's adminiſtration . The

debts due on account of the hall appearing to be

very conſiderable , it was determined to make an ap

plication to the lodges to raiſe 2000l. to pay them

off. For this purpoſe, in conſequence of a plan

offered to the confideration of the Grand Lodge in

June 1779, it was reſolved , that a ſubſcription

fhould be opened , to raiſe the money by loan , with

out intereſt, at the diſcretion of the ſubſcribers ;

that 251. fhould be the ſum limited for each ſub

ſcriber, and the number of ſubſcribers to be one

hundred ; and that the monies ſo ſubſcribed fhould

be repaid, in equal proportions, among the ſub

fcribers, at ſuch times as the hall -fund would admit.

It was alſo determined , that an honorary medal
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ſhould be preſented to every ſubſcriber, as a mark

of diſtinction for the fervice which he had rendered

the Society ; and that the bearer of ſuch medal, if

a Maſter Maſon, ſhould have the privilege of being

preſent at, and voting in , all the future meetings

of the Grand Lodge. This mark of attention

prompted ſome lodges, as well as individuals,

to contribute, and the greateſt part of the money

was ſpeedily raiſed and applied for the purpoſe in

tended .

The Stewards' Lodge, finding their finances

much reduced by ſeveral members having with

drawn their annual ſubſcriptions, applied to the

Grand Lodge for relief ; upon which it was re

folved , that in future no Grand Officer ſhould be

appointed , who was not at the time a ſubſcribing

member of the Stewards' Lodge.

A meaſure of more importance attracted the

attention of the Society at this period . It had been

obſerved with regret, that a number of worthy

brethren in diſtreſs had been ſubjected to much

inconvenience and diſappointment from a want of

relief during the long rummer receſs, as there was

ſeldom any Committee of Charity held from the

beginning of April to the end of O &tober. To

remedy this complaint , the Grand Lodge unani

mouſly refolved, that an Extraordinary Committee

Thould meet annually in the laſt week of July, or

firſt week of Auguſt, to adminiſter temporary re

lief to ſuch diſtreſſed objects as might regularly

apply, not exceeding five pounds to one perſon.

This increaſe of the buſineſs of the Society in

duced the Grand Lodge to appoint pro tempore, an
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alliſtant to the Grand Secretary , who ſhould hold

equal rank and power with himſelf in Grand

Lodge *. Among many regulations which were

now
eſtabliſhed, it was determined that in future

no perſon ſhould hold two offices at the ſame time

in Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge of Germany applied for liber

ty to ſend a repreſentative to the Grand Lodge of

England , in order more effe &tually to cement the

union and friendſhip of the brethren of both coun.

tries, and brother John Leonahrdi was appointed

to the office. This requeſt being complied with,

a reſolution paffed, that, in compliment to the

Grand Lodge of Germany, brother Leonahrdi

ſhould wear the clothing of a Grand Officer, and

rank next to Paft Grand Officers in all the public

meetings of the Society.

This additionalcement was highly pleaſing ; and

led the brethren to regret, that no intercourſe or

correſpondence ſhould have fubfifted nearer'home,

between the Grand Lodge of England and the

Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland, though all

the members were ſubjects of the ſame ſovereign .

At the communication in April 1782 , this import

ant buſineſs came under conſideration ; when, after

a variety of opinions had been delivered , it was

unanimouſly reſolved, that the Grand Maſter ſhould

be requeſted to adopt ſuch means as his wiſdom

might ſuggeſt, to promote a good underſtanding

* The buſineſs is now conducted by one perſon as heretofore ,

who finds an aſliſtant to act as Deputy ; and a ſalary of 1001. per

annum from the Charity and Hall funds jointly has been voted for

that purpoſe.
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among the brethren of the three united kingdoms.

Notwithſtanding this reſolution, the wiſhed-for

union has not yet been accompliſhed ; we truſt ,

however, that the event is not far diſtant .

At this meeting alſo , the pleaſing intelligence

was communicated, of the duke of Cumberland's

intention to accept the government of the Society.

This having been regularly ſtated in Grand Lodge,

his highneſs was propoſed Grand Maſter elect; and

it was reſolved , in compliment to him, that he

ſhould have the privilege of nominating a peer of

the realm as Acting Grand Maſter, who ſhould be

empowered to ſuperintend the Society in his ab.

fence ; and that, at any future period , when the

fraternity might be honoured with a Prince of the

blood at their head, the ſame privilege ſhould be

granted.

At the annual grand feaſt on the iſt of May

1782 , the duke of Cumberland was unanimouſly

elected Grand Maſter ; and it being ſignified to

the Society that his highneſs meant to appoint the

earl of Effingham Acting Grand Maſter, that

appointment was confirmed, and his lordthip

preſided as proxy for his royal highneſs during the

feaſt.

On the 8th of January 1783, a motion was made

in Grand Lodge, and afterward confirmed , that

the intereſt of five per cent. on 1oool , which had

been advanced for the purpoſes of the hall from

the charity fund , ſhould ceaſe to be paid ; and fur

ther, that the principal ſhould be annihilated , and

funk into the hall fund . In conſequence of this

reſolution, the money has been regularly brought

1

O 2
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to account in the hall expenditures. A number of

other regulations were confirmed at this meeting,

to render the hall-fund more productive, and to

enforce obedience to the laws reſpecting it * . How

far ſome of the regulations are conſiſtent with

?

* The regulations eſtabliſhed at this meeting were as follows :

1. That no brother initiated ſince October 29 , 1768, ſhall be

appointed to the honour of wearing a blue or red apron, unleſs the

Grand Secretary certifies that his name has been regiltered , and the

fees paid.

2. That no brother initiated ſince that time, thall be appointed

Maſter or Warden of a lodge, or be permitted to attend any com

mittee of charity, or grand lodge, unleſs his name has been regiſtered ,

and the fees paid .

3. That every petitioner for charity, initiated ſince that time,

fall ſet forth in his petition, the lodge in wh ch, and the time

when, he was made a Maſon ; in order that the Grand Secretary ,

may certify, by inderſement on the back of the peticion , whether

his name has been regiſtered, and the fees paid .

4. -That every lodge ſhall tranſmit to the Grand Secretary , on

or before the grand feast in every year , a liit of all pe: fons initiated ,

or members admitted, together with the regiſtering fees ; or notice

that ihey have not initiated or admitted any, that their filence may

noi be in puted to contempt.

5. That to prevent the plea of ignorance or forgetfulneſs, a blank

form shall be printed , and ſent to each lodge, to be filled up , and

returned to the Grand Secretary.

6. That the Grand Secretary ſhall 1ay before the firſt quarterly

communication after each grand feait, an account of ſuch lodges

25 have not regiſtered their members within the preceding year, that

they may be eraſed from the liſt of lodge , or be otherwiſe dealt with

as the Grand Lodge may think expedient.

7. That to prevent any injury to individuals , by being excluded

from the privileges of the Society , through the neglect of their

lodges , in their names not having been duly regiſtered, any brethren ,

on producing ſufficient proofs that have paid the due regiſtering

fees to their lodges , ſhall be cpable of enjoying all the priviiegts of

the Society ; but the offending lodges ſhall be rigorouſly proceeded

again , for detaining fees that are the property of the Suciety.
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the original plan of the inſtitution , muſt be left to

abler judges to determine. In earlier periods of

our hiſtory, ſuch compulſory regulations were un

neceſſary.

At the Grand Lodge held on the 23d of No

vember 1783 , an addition was made to the Grand

Officers, by the appointment of a Grand Portrait

Painter ; and , at the requeſt of the duke of Man

cheſter, that 'honour was conferred on the rev .

William Peters , in teſtimony of the ſervice which

he had rendered to the Society, by his elegant pre

ſent of the portrait of lord Petre.

During the remainder of the year, there was

ſcarcely any farther buſineſs of importance tranſ

acted . On the 19th of November, information

was given in Grand Lodge, that two brethren , un

der fandion of the Royal Military Lodge at Wool

wich , which claimed the privilege of an itinerant

lodge, had lately held an irregular meeting in the

King's Bench priſon , and had there unwarrantably

initiated ſundry perſons into Maſonry. The Grand

Lodge, conceiving this to be a violent infringe

ment of the privileges of every regular conſtituted

lodge, ordered the ſaid lodge to be eraſed from the

lift , and determined , that it was inconſiſtent with

On the 2oth of March 1788 , an additional regulation was made,

“ That ten fillings and fix pence be paid to the Grand Lodge for

“ segiſtering the name of every Maſon initiated in any lodge under

" the conſtitution after the 5th of May 1788." And at this meet

ing another pafled, That no lodge Mhould be permitted

“ to attend or vote in Grand Lodge, which had not complied with

" this regułation ."

03
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the principles of Maſonry to hold any lodge for the

purpoſes of making, pafling, or raiſing Maſons, in a

priſon, or place of confinement.

At this Grand Lodge alſo, it was reſolved, to

enact certain regulations , ſubjecting the Deputy

Grand Maſter and Grand Wardens to fines , in

caſe of non - attendance on the public meetings of

the Society ; and theſe regułations were confirmed

on the 11th of February following.

While thoſe proceedings were carrying on in

England, the brethren in Scotland were proſecut

ing their labours alſo for the good of the craft.

The vaſt improvements made in the city of Edin

burgh, afforded ample room for ingenious archi.

tects to diſplay their Maſonic talents and abilities ;

and there the operative part of the fraternity were

fully occupied, in rearing ſtately manſions, and

planning elegant ſquares .

On the iſt of Auguſt 1785 , a very pleaſing

fight was exhibited to every well-wiſher to the em

belliſhment of that city , in the ceremony of laying

the foundation -ſtone of the South Bridge , being

the firſt ſtep to farther improvement. lo the

morning of that day , the right hon . the Lord

Provoſt and Magiſtrates, attended by the Grand

Maſter Maſon of Scotland, and a number of no

bility and gentry, with the maſters, oflice -bearers,

and brethren of the ſeveral lodges, walked from

the parliament -houſe to the bridge in proceſſion *.

* The following Order of Proceflion was obferved :

The proper Officers, bearing the city infignia .

Ibe right hon . Lord Provoſt and Magiſtrates .

Band of instrumental my fig .

IO
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" The ſtreets were lined by the 58th regiment, and

the city guard.

Lord Haddo, Grand Maſter, having arrived at

the place , laid the foundation -ſtone with the uſual

folemnities. His lord ſhip ſtanding on the eaſt,

with the Subſtitute on his right hand , and the

Grand Wardens on the weſt, the ſquare, the

plumb, the level , and the mallet, were ſucceſſively

delivered by an operative maſon to the Subſtitute,

and by him to the Grand Maſter, who applied the

ſquare to that part of the ſtone which was ſquare,

the plumb to the ſeveral edges, the level above the

ſtone in ſeveral poſitions, and then with the mallet

gave three knocks, ſaying, “ May the Grand Ar

chitect of the Univerſe grant a bleſſing on this

foundation - ſtone, which we have now laid ; and

by his providence enable us to finiſh this, and every

other work which may be undertaken for the em

belliſhment and advantage of this city " On this

the brethren gave the honours.

The cornucopia and two filver veſſels were then

brought from the table, and delivered, the cornu

copia to the Subſtitute, and the two vefſels to the

Wardens, which were ſucceſſively preſented to the

4

A band of fingers,

The Lodges according to ſeniority, brethren walking three and three .

Lodge of Grand Stewards.

Nobility and Gentry, three and three .

Office - bearers of the Grand Lodge, in their badges of office.

Officers of the Grand Lodge , with inſignia .

Grand Wardens .

Deputy Subſtitute

G. Matter. G. Mafter.} Grand Mastza.

04
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Grand Maſter, who, according to ancient form ,

ſcattered the corn , and poured the wine and oil,

which they contained, on the ſtone, ſaying, “ May

the All -bounteous Author of Nature bleſs this city

with an abundance of corn, wine, and oil ; and

with all the neceſſaries, conveniences, and comforts

of life ! and may the ſame Almighty Power pre

ſerve this city from ruin and decay to the lateſt

pofterity !"

The Grand Maſter, being ſupported on the right

hand by the duke of Buccleugh, and on the left by

the earl of Balcarras, addrefled himſelf to the Lord

Provoſt and Magiſtrates in a ſuitable ſpeech for the

occaſion . The coins of the preſent reign, and a

filver - plate, with the following inſcription, were

depoſited within the ſtone :

ANNUENTE DEO OPTIMO MAXIMO,

REGNANTE GEORGIO III . PATRE PATRIAE,

HUJUS PONTIS

QUO VICI EXTRA MOENIA EDINBURGI,

URBI COMMODE ADJUNGERENTUR,

ADITUMQUE NON INDIGNUM TANTA

URBS HABERET,

PRIMUM LAPIDEM POSUIT

NOBILIS VIR GEORGIUS DOMINUS HADDO,

ANTIQUISSIMI SODALITII ARCHITECTONICI

APUD SCOTOS CURIO MAXIMUS,

PLAUDENTE AMPLISSIMA FRATRUM CORONA,

IMMENSAQUE POPULI FREQUENTIA.

OPUS,

UTILE CIVIBUS GRATUM ADVENIS,

URBI DECORUM PATRIAE HONESTUM,

DIU MULTUMQUE DESIDERATUM ,

CONSULE JACOBO HUNTER BLAIR,

INCEPTI AUCTORE INDEFESSO,

SANCIENTE REGE,SENATUQUEBRITANNIAE,
APPROBANTIBUS OMNIBUS,
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TANDEM INCHOATUM EST

IPSIS KALENDIS AUGUSTI

A. D. MDCCLXXXV.

AERAE ARCHITECTONICAE 5785.

Q.F.F.O.S.

TRANSLATION.

** By the bleſſing of Almighty God , in the reign of George the

Tbird, the Father of his country, the right hon . GEORGE LORD

HADDO, Grand Maſter of the Moſt Ancient Fraternity of Free

Malonsin Scotland, amidſt the acclamations of a Grand Affembly

of the brethren, and a vaſt concourſe of people, laid the firſt ſtone of

this bridge, intended to form a convenient communication between

the city of Edinburgh and its ſuburbs, and an acceſs not unworthy

of ſuch a city .

" This work, ſo uſeful to the inhabitants, ſo pleaſing and con

venient to ſtrangers, ſo ornamental to the city , ſo creditable. to the

country, ſo long and much wanted and wiſhed for, was at laſt begun ,

with the ſanction of the king and parliament of Great Britain, and

with univerſal approbation , in the provoftſhip of James Hunter Blair,

the author and indefatigable promoter of the undertaking, Auguſt the

ift , in the year of our Lord 1785, and of the æra of Maſonry 5785 .

Which may God profper."

An anthem was then fung, and the proceſſion

being reverſed , returned to the Parliament-houſe .

After which the Lord Provoſt and Magiſtrates gave

an elegant entertainment at Dunn's rooms to the

Grand Lodge, and the nobility and gentry who had

allifted at the ceremony.

The next public ceremony in which the Society

bore a principal ſhare, was in laying the foundation

ſtone of that valuable- ſeminary of learning, the

new College of Edinburgh. This Univerſity has

for many years been eſteemed one of the moſt

celebrated in Europe, and has attracted a great

number of ſtudents in phyſic, and other branches

of ſcience, from all parts of the world. The

05
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eminence of its profeſſors in every brarıch of learn

ing is univerſally admitted ; and it is moſt fervently

to be wiſhed , for the honour of the kingdom , that

the whole plan may be completely executed agree

ably to the intention of the original promoters .

As this is an event worthy of record in the annals

of Maſonry, I ſhall deſcribe minutely the ceremony

obſerved on that remarkable occaſion .

On the 13th of October 1789, Mr. Robert

Adam, architect, preſented the plans of the in

tended building, at a public breakfaſt given by the

Lord Provoſt to the Magiſtrates and the Principal

and Profeſſors of the Univerſity of Edinburgh

on the occafion ; and explained their uſes , for the

various ſchools , halls, and houſes. The whole

company expresſed the higheſt ſatisfaction at the

deſign ; and it was immediately reſolved , that a

ſubſcription ſhould be opened to carry the plan

into execution . Monday the 16th of November

was then fixed for laying the foundation ſtone of

the new ſtructure .

On the morning of the day appointed for per

forming the ceremony, the brethren aſſembled at

eleven o'clock in the Parliament-houſe , to meet

lord Napier, at that time Grand Maſter of Scot .

land. When the lodges were arranged, the Grand

Mafter fent notice to the Lord Provoſt and Ma

giſtrates, who had affembled in the Council

chamber ; and to the Principal , Profeſſors, and

Students of the Univerſity, who had met in the

High Church . At half paſt twelve, the proceflion

began to move in the following order :

2
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ift. The Principal , Profeſſors, and Students of the Univerſity,

with their mace carried before them . Principal . Robertſon being

ſupported on the right hand by the Rev. Dr. Hunter, profeſſor of

divinity, and on the left by the Rev. Dr. Hardy, profeſſor of church

hiſtory. The Profeſſors were all robed, and each of the Students

had a ſprig of laurel in his hat.

2d . The Lord Provoſt , Magiſtrates , and Council, in their robes,

preceded by the ſword , mace, &c . The Lord Provoſt being ſup

ported on the right and left by the two eldeſt Baillies.

30. A complete choir of Singers, under the direction of ſignor

Schetky, ſinging anthems as the proceſſion moved .

4th. The Lodges, according to ſeniority , juniors preceding, witha

their different infignia.

5th. A complete band of inftrumental muſic.

6th . The Grand Stewards , properly clothed, with white rods.

7th . The Noblemen and Gentlemen attending the Grand Maſter .

8th . A large drawing of the Ealt Front of the New College, care

ried by two operative Maſons.

gth . The grand jewels , borne by the Paſt Maſters of Lodges.

joth . Officers of the Grand Lodge, properly clothed .

jith . Paſt Grand Maiters.

12th . Lord NAPIER , preſent Grand Maſter, ſupported on the

: right hand by Sir William Forbes Bart. Paft Grand Maſter, and on

the left, by the duke of Buccleugh .

A detachment of the 35th regiment froin the caſtle, together with

the city guard , lined the ſtreets.

At one o'clock, the Grand Maſter reached the

fite of the College , when the foundation - ftone was

laid with the uſual ceremonies *. After which

the Grand Maſter addreſſed himſelf to the Lord

Provoſt and Magiſtrates as follows:

My Lord Provost , and MAGISTRATIS , of the City

of Edinburgh,

In compliance with your requeit, I have now had the honour, in the

capacity of Grand Maſter Maſon of Scotland , to lend my aid towards

laying that ſtope , on which it is your intention to ere & t a new Cole

lege . I muſt ever conſider it as one of the fortunate events in

that the Craft of Free and Accepted Maſons lhould be called forth, to

my life,

* The particulars of this part of the ceremony were exactly fimilar

to that obſerved at laying the foundation - ſtone of the South Bridge,

ſec p . 294•
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affiſt at an undertaking ſo laudable, and ſo glorious , during the time

that, from their affection , I have the honour of fitting in the chair

of the Grand Lodge.

The attention to the improvement of this city , manifeſted by

the Magiſtrates, your predeceſſors in office, has, for many years , ex

cited the admiration of their fellow.citizens. The particular exere

tions of your Lordſhip and your colleagues have merited , and it gives

me infinite ſatisfaction to ſay, have obtained, the univerſal approba

tion of all ranks of men .

The buſineſs of this day, equally to be remembered in the annals

of this city and of Maſonry, will tranſmit your name with lufre to

pofterity. Thouſands yet unborn, learning 10 admire your virtues,

will thereby be ſtimulated to follow the great example you have ſet

them, of ſteady patriotiſm , love of your country , and anxious deſire

to advance the welfare, and increaſe the fame, of the city of Edin

burgh,

In the name of the Craft of Free and Accepted Maſons, and in

my own, I lncerely implore the protection of the Supreme Architect

of the Univerſe on your lord ſhip and your brethren in the magiſtracy !

May you long continue here the ornaments of civil ſociety ; and may

'you hereafter be received into thoſe manfions, thoſe lodges, prepared

in heaven for the bleſſed !

To this addreſs the Lord Provo !t, in name of the

Magiſtrates and Town Council of the City of

Edinburgh, made a ſuitable reply.

The Grand Maſter then addreſſed the Principal,

as repreſenting the Univerſity of Edinburgh , in

the following words :

REVEREND SIR ,

Permit me to congratulate you as Principal, and your brethren

ar Profeſſors, of theUniverſity of Edinburgh , on the work in which we

have this day been engaged. A work, worthy of your Patrons, who

(ever confidering the public good) will not permit the ſeat of learning,

eſtabliſhed in this ancient metropolis, to bear the appearance of decay,

at a time when ſo much attention is beſtowed on the elegance and

convenience both of public and private edificés.

Permit me, likewiſe, to congratulate my country, on the pro

bability of ſeeing the different chairs of the magnificent ſtructure

now to be erected, filled by men fo diſtinguiſhed for their piety, ro
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eminent for their learning, and ſo celebrated for their abilities, as

thoſe to whom I now have the honour to addreſs myſelf.

Any panegyric that I can pronounce , muſt fall ſo far fhort of

what is due to you , Sir , and your honourable and learned brethren,

that it would be preſumption in me to attempt to expreſs my ſenſe of

your deſerts . Suffice it to ſay, that the Grand Lodge of Scot'and,

and the lodges depending on it, are moit happy , in having this oppor

tunity of afliſting at, and witneſſing, the laying the foundation ,

whence it is their earneſt with a building may ariſe , which, in future

ages , may be as renowned for the excellence of its teachers , and as

much reſpected for the propriety of conduct in its ſtudents, as the

Univerſity now is, over which you have the peculiar ſatisfaction of

preſiding.

May the Almighty Architect, the Sovereign Diſpoſer of all

events, grant, that the Principal and Profeſſors of this College may

continue to deliver their initructions, and the ſtudents to receive their

admonitions, in ſuch a manner as may redound to the glory of God,

che promoting of ſcience, and the extenſion of all uſeful learning,

To which the rey . Principal made the following

reply :

My Lord,

From very humble beginnings, the Univerſity of Edinburgh tas

attained to ſuch eminence, as entitles it to be ranked among the moſt

celebrated ſeminaries of learning . Indebted to the biunty of ſeveral

of our Sovereignsdiringuiſhed
particularly by the gracious Prince

Aow ſeated on the Britiſh throne, whoin , with gratitude, we reckon

among the moſt munificent of our royal benefactors and cheriſhed

by the continued a :tention and good offices of our honourable Pairons ,

this UniverGry can now boaſt of the number ar.d varieiy of its inſti .

tutions for the inſtruction of youth in all the bianches of literature

and ſcience.

With what integrity and diſcernment perſons have been choſen

to preſide in each of theſe departments, the character of my learned

colleagues affyrds the most fatisfying evidence . From confidence in

their abilities, and aſſiduiry in diſcharging the duties of their re

ſpective offices, the Unive : lity of Edinburgh has become a ſeat of

education , not only to youth in every part of the Britih dominions,

but, to the honour of our country, ſtudents have been attracted to

it from almoſt every nation in Europe, and every ſtate in America .

One thing ftill was wanting. The apartments appropriated for

the accommodation of Profeffors and Students were ſo extremely un.

fuitable to the fouriſhing ſtate of the Univerſity, that it has long
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been the general wish to have buildings more decent and convenient

erected. What your lurdſhip has now done , gives a near proſpect of

having this wiſh accompliſhed ; and we conſider it as a moit aufpi

cious circumftance, that the foundation - ſtone of this new manfion of

ſcience is laid by your lordship, who, among your anceſtors, reckon

a man , whole original and univerſal genius places him high among

the illuſtrious perſons who have contributed moſt eminently to enlarge

the boundaries of human knowlege.

Permit me to add , what I regard as my own peculiar felicity,

that by having remained in my preſent ſtation much longer than any

of my predeceſſors, I have lived to witneſs an event ſo beneficial te

this Univerſity, the proſperity of which is near to my heart, and has

ever been the obje &t of my warmeſt wiſhes.

. : May Almighty God , without invocation of whom po' action of

importance ſhould be begun , bleſs this undertaking, and enable us to

carry it on with ſucceſs ! May he continue to protect our Univerfity ,

the object of whoſe inftitution is to inſtil into the minds of youth,

principles of found knowlege ; to inſpire them with the love of

religion and virtue ; and to prepare them for filling the various fitua

tions in ſociety, with honour to themſelves, and with benefit to their

country !

All this we aſk , the name of Chiilt ; and unto the Father,

the son , and the Holy Spirit, we aſcribe the kingdom, power , and

glory ! Amen ."

After the Principal had finiſhed his ſpeech, the

brethren again gave the honours, which concluded

the ceremony .

Two cryſtal bottles , caſt on purpoſe at the glaſs

houſe of Leith , were depoated in the foundation +

ſtone. In one of theſe were put different coins of

the preſent reign , each of which was previouſly

enveloped in cryſtal, in ſuch an ingenious manner

that the legend on the coins could be diſtinctly

read without breaking the cryſtal. In the other

bottle were depoſited ſeven rolls of vellum , contain

ing a ſhort account of the original foundation and

preſent ſtate of the Univerſity, together with ſeve

ral other papers ; in particular, the different news
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papers, containing advertiſements relative to the

college, &c. and a liſt of the names of the preſent

Principal and Profeſſors, alſo of the preſent Lord

Provoſt and Magiſtrates, and Officers of the Grand

Lodge of Scotland . The bottles being carefully

ſealed up, were covered with a plate of copper

wrapt in block-tin ; and , upon the under - ſide of

the copper, were engraven the arms of the city of

Edinburgh, and of the Univerſity ; likewiſe the

arms of the right hon. ord Napier, Grand Maſter

Maſon of Scotland. Upon the upper ſide, a Latin

inſcription , of which the following is a copy :

ANNUENTE DEO OPT. MAX.

REGNANTE GEORGIO III PRINCIPE MUNIFICEN .

TISSIMO ;

ACADEMIE EDINBURGENSIS

ÆDIBUS,

INITIO QUIDEM HUMILLIMIS,

ET JAM , POST DUO SECULA , PENE RUINOS

NOVI HUJUS ÆDIFICII ,

· UBI COMMODITATI SIMUL ET ELEGANTIÆ ,

TANTO DOCTRINARUM DOMICILIO DIGNÆ ,

CONSULERETUR ,

PRIMUM LAPIDEM POSUIT,

PLAUDENTE INGENTI OMNIUM ORDINUM FRE

QUENTIA ,

VIR NOBILISSIMUS FRANCISCUS DOMINUS NAPIER,

REIPUB . ARCHITECTONICÆ APUD SCOTOS

CURIO

MAXIMUS.

XVI KAL. DECEMB.

ANNO SALUTIS HUMANÆ MDCCLXXXIX .

ÆRÆ ARCHITECTONICÆ 1O5IDCCLXXXIX .

CONSULE THOMA ELDER,

ACADEMIÆ PRÆFECTO GULIELMO ROBERTSON ,

ARCHITECTO ROBERTO ADAM,

Q. F. F, R. S.
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TRANSLATION.

By the bleſſing of Almighty God ,

In the reign of the moſt 'munificent Prince GEORGĘ III .

The buildings of the Univerſity of Edinburgh,

Being originally very mean,

And now, after two centuries, almoſt a ruin ,

The Right Hon . FRANCIS Lord NAPIER ,

Grand Maſter of the Fraternity of Free Maſons in Scotland,

Amidſt the acclamations

Of a prodigious concourſe of all ranks of people,

Laid the foundation - ſtone

Of this new fabric ,

In which an union of elegance with convenience,

Suitable to the dignity of ſuch a celebrated feat of learning,

Has been ftudied ,

On the 16th day of November,

In the year of our Lord 1789 ,

And of the æra of Maſonry 5789 .

THOMAS ELDER being the Lord Provoſt of the City ;

WILLIAM ROBERTSON , the Principal of the Univerſity ;

And ROBERT ADAM , the Architect .

May the undertaking proſper, and be crowned with ſucceſs .

An anthem having been ſung, the brethren -re

turned, the whole proceſſion being reverſed ; and ,

when the junior lodge arrived at the door of the

Parliament-houſe, it fell back to the right and left

within the line of ſoldiers ; when the Principal,

Profeſſors, and Students ; the Lord Provoſt, Ma.

giſtrates, and Town Council ; and the Grand

Lodge, paſſed through, with their hats off.

The proceflion on this occaſion was one of the

moſt brilliant and numerous that ever was exhibit .

ed in the city of Edinburgh. The Provoſt and

Magiſtrates had very properly invited many of the

Nobility and Gentry from all parts of the country , -

to witneſs the ſolemnity of laying the foundation

ſtone of a College, the architeclure of which, it is

/
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agreed by all who have ſeen the plan , will do ho

nour to the city, to the nation , and to Europe.

But the number of perſons invited was far exceeded

by the immenſe multitude of all ranks, who , deſir

ous of viewing fo magnificent a ſpectacle, filled

the ſtreets, windows, and even roofs of the houſes,

all the way from the Parliament- cloſe down the

High - ſtreet and Bridge -ſtreet, near the ſouth end

of which the foundation-ſtone was laid . Above

20,000 were ſuppoſed to be witneſſes of this cere.

mony. It is , however, worthy of notice, that,

notwithſtanding ſo immenſe a crowd; the greateſt

order and decency were obſerved ; nor did the

ſmalleſt accident happen,

On the 7th of January 1795 , the brethren in

Scotland had another opportunity of exemplifying

their ſkill in the practical rules of the Art, at open

ing the new bridge for carriages at Montroſe.

The undertaking had been long deemed imprac

ticable, on account of the extent being near half a

mile acroſs a rapid influx and reflux of the ſea.

This important work, however, was happily accom

pliſhed under the ſuperintendence of the fraternity,

and the great poſt road from the ſouth to the north

of Scotland is now united. A public proceſſion

was formed on this occafion , when the Grand

Maſter, amidſt an immenſe concourſe of people,

critically examined the work, and declared it well

built and ably.executed .

Having deſcribed the principal works in which

the brethren in Scotland have been employed , we

Mall now reſume the hiſtory of Maſonry in Eng
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land, and trace the occurrences that have taken

place there, under the auſpices of the duke of Çum

berland , and his fucceffor the prince of Wales.

On the 4th of January 1787 , was opened in

London , the Grand Chapter of Harodim . Though

this order is of ancient date , and had been patron

iſed in different parts of Europe, there appears not

on, record previous to this period the regular

eſtabliſhment of ſuch an aſſociation in England.

For ſome years it was faintly encouraged, but ſince

its merit has been further inveſtigated, it has re

ceived the patronage of ſeveral exalted, maſonic

characters ; under whoſe fanction it meets regu

larly at Free-Mafons' tavern on the 3d Monday of

January, February , March , April , October, No.

vember, and December ; at which meetings any

member of a regular lodge may be admitted by

ticket as a viſitor, to hear the lectures of Maſonry

judiciouſly illuſtrated.

The myſteries of this order are peculiar to the

inſtitution itſelf, while the lectures of the Chapter

include every branch of the maſonic ſyſtem , and

repreſent the art of Mafonry in a finiſhed and

complete form .

Different claſles are eſtabliſhed, and particular

lectures reſtricted to each claſs. The lectures are

divided into ſections, and the fections into claufes.

The ſections are annually aſſigned by the Chief

Harod , to a certain number of fkilful companions

in each claſs , who are denominated -SECTIONISTS;

and they are empowered to diitribute the clauſes of

their reſpective feations, with the approbation of

the Chief Harod and General Director, among
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certain private.companions of the Chapter, who

are denominated CLAUSEHOLDERS. Such com

panions as by aſliduity become pofleffed of all the

ſections in the lecture, are called LECTURERS ;

and out of theſe the General Director is always

chofen .

Every Clauſeholder, on his appointment, is pre

ſented with a ticket , figned by the Chief Harod,

ſpecifying the clauſe allotted to him . This ticket

entitles liim to enjoy the rank and privileges of a

Clauſeholder in the Chapter ; and no Clauſeholder

can transfer his ticket to another Companion , unleſs

the conſent of the Council has been obtained for

that purpoſe, and the General Director has ap

proved the Companion to whom it is to be tranf.

ferred, as qualified to hold it. In caſe of the

death, ſickneſs, or non -refidence in London, of any

Lecturer, Sectioniſt, or Clauſeholder, another

Companion is appointed to fill up the vacancy for

the time being, that the lectures may be always

complete , and during the feffion , a public lecture

is delivered at ſtated times .

The Grand Chapter is governed by a Grand

Patron , two Vice-Patrons, a Chief Ruler, and two

Aſliſtants, with a Council of twelve reſpectable

Companions, choſen annually at the Chapter neareſt

to the feſtival of St. John the Evangelift.

On the 25th of March 1788, another event

worthy of notice in the annals of Maſonry took place

-the inſtitution of the Royal Cumberland Free,

maſons-ſchool, for maintaining, clothing , and edu

cating the femde children and orphans of indigent

brethren . To the benevolent exertions of cheya.
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lier Bartholomew Ruſpini, the fraternity are firſt

indebted for this eſtabliſhment. Under the patron.

age of her royal highneſs the ducheſs of Cumber

land ; the ſchool was originally formed ; and to her

foſtering hand is owing its preſent flouriſhing

ftate, by her recommending it to the Royal Family ;

as well as to many of the nobility and gentry of

both ſexes. On the 1ſt January 1789, fifteen

children were taken into a houſe provided for the

purpoſe at Somers Town , St. Pancras ; but ſince

that time , by the liberal encouragement which the

Charity has received from the fraternity in India as

well as in England, the Governors have been en

abled'to augment the number of children at differ

ent periods to fifty - four.

The object of this Charity is to train up children

in the knowlege of virtue and religion ; in an early

deteftation of vice, and its unhappy conſequences ;

in induſtry, as neceffary to their condition ; and to

impreſs ſtrongly on their minds, a due ſenſe of

ſubordination , true humility, and obedience to

their ſuperiors.

In 1793 , the Governors, anxious ſtill farther to

extend the benefits of this Inſtitution , hired on

leafe a piece of ground in St. George's Fields be

longing to the city of London , on which they have

erected a commodious and ſpacious ſchool-houſe

at the expence of upwards of 2500l., in which

the children are now placed . This building is

fufficiently extenſive to accommodate an hundred

children ; and from the exertions of the fraternity

at home and abroad , there is every reaſon to hope
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that the Governors will ſoon have it in their power

to provide for that number *.

* The following are me of the general regulations for the mae

nagement of this ſchool ;

Every child who is admitted into the ſchool muſt be the daughter

of a Maſon who has been initiated into the Society three years, and

segiAered in the books of the Grand Lodge ; and ſuch child , at the

time of apprication , muſt be between the age of five and ten years ;

not weak, fickly, or afflicted with any diſorder or infirmity ; muft

have had the ſmall- pox, and be free from any corporeal or mental

defect. There is no refriction as to her parochial ſettlement, whe

ther it be in town or country.

Children continue in the fchool till they attain the age of hfteen

years, during which time they are carefully inſtructed in every do

metlic employment; and when they quit the ſchvol, are placed out as

apprentices, either to trades, or as domeſtic ſervants, as may be

found moſt ſuitable their reſpective capacities .

A Quarterly General Court of the Governors is held on the ſecond

Thurſday in January, Aprii , July , and October, to receive the re

ports of the General Committee, order all payments, admit and diſ

charge children, and tranſact all general buſineſs relative to the

Gharity .

A General Commitee, confiiting of perpetual and life Governors,

a.d thirty annual Governors, meet on the laſt Thurſd- y in every month,

to receive the reports of the Sub-committees, and give fuch direc .

ti'ns as they hall jujge proper , ſuject to the confirmation or re

j ction of the ſucceeding Quarterly Court .

À Flouie Coinmittee, cuntifting of twelve members of the General

Committee, ineet on the Thuriday preceding each meeting of that

Committee, ( or oftener , if any matter require their attendance ,) to

whom the internal management is ſpecially delegated ; for which

purpuſe they viſit the ſchool in weekly rotation , examine the provi

fi in and fiores feni in for the uſe of the Charity , and ſee that the

several regulations are ſtrictly complied with , and report their pro •

ceedings to the General Cominittee.

A Committee of Audicors, confiling of twelve members of the

General Commi : tee , meet previous to every Quarterly Court, to exa

mine the vouchers and accounts of the Treaſurer and Collector , ſee

that the ſame are properly entered by the Secretary , and prevent any

payments being made, which have not been previouſly exatnined and

approved by ihe Houſe and General Committees.
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This Charity is under the immediate ſuperiite

tendance of her royal highneſs the ducheſs of

Cumberland, the patroneſs ; their royal highneſſes

the prince of Wales, the duke of York , the duke of

Glouceſter, and Prince Frederick of Orange, the

Patrons ; Chevalier Bartholomew Ruſpini, the In

ftitutor; the right hon . earl of Moira , fir William

Addington knt . , James Hefeltine, James Galloway

efqrs. the Truſtees ; and fir Peter Parker bart , and

William Forſteen eſq. the Treaſurers * .

La

1

.

C

* Abfireet of the general Principles upon wbich this Charity is conducted ,

and the Qualification and Privileges of a Governir .

1. Every perſon ſubſcribing one guinea annually , is deemed a Go.

vernor, or Governeſs, du ing the time fuch ſubſcription is continuet .

2. Every ſubſcriber of ten guineas, or upwards, is deemed a Ga

vernor or Governeſs for life ; and ſuch Governor is a Member of the

General Committee.

3. The Maſter for the time being of any lodge ſubſcribing one

guinea annually, is deemed a Governor during that time.

4. The Mafter for the time being of any lodge ſubſcribing ten

guineas , is a member of the Committee for fifteen years ; and on

fuch lodge paying the further ſum of ten guineas within the ſpace of

ten years , ſuch Maiter for the time being is a Governor , and mem

ber of the Committee , ſo long as ſuch lodge exiſts .

5. The Maiter for the time being of any lodge ſubſcribing twenty

guineas , is a perpetual Governor, ſo long as ſuch lodge exifts.

6. Any ſubſcriber who bas already made a benefa &iion of ten gui .

neas , or the Maſter of any lodge who has contributed twenty guineas,

and chooſes to repeat fuch donation , is entitled to the privilege of a

ſecond vote on all queſtions relative to the Charity.

7. The executor of any perſon paying a legacy of one hundred

pounds for the uſe of the Charity , is deemed a Governor for life ;

and in caſe á legacy of two hundred pounds, or upwards, be paid for

the uſe of the Charity , then all the executors proving the wil are

deemed Governors for life.

8. Every Governor has a right to vote at all Quarterly and Special

Courts ;
and every Nobleman , Member of Parliament, Lady, Maſter

of a couniry lodge , and Governor not reſiding within the bills of more

tality , have a right to voie by proxy , at all ballots and elections ; but
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To the benevolent and indefatigable exertions

alſo of William Forſteen , Anthony Ten Broeke,

Adam Gordon , efqrs., and ſeveral other reſpectable

brethren, the Society are principally indebted for

the complete eſtabliſhment of this truly laudable

Inſtitution ; and ſuch have been the care and pains

beſtowed on the education of the children, that the

fums ariſing from their work, for ſeveral years paſt,

have exceeded 2001. annually.

On the roth of February 1790, the Grand

Lodge voted an annual ſubſcription of 251. to this

Charity, and particularly recommended it to the

lodges as deſerving encouragement ; in conſequence

of which conſiderable fums have been raiſed for its

ſupport; and among the very liberal ſubſcriptions

from the lodges , the Shakeſpeare Lodge at Covent

Garden under William Forſteen eſq. is particu

larly diſtinguiſhed, having as a lodge, and from in.

dividuals belonging to it , paid above a thouſand

pounds to the fund. From thefe donations and the

increaſe of annual contributions, an Inſtitution ,

which reflects fo much honour on the fraternity ,

promiſes fair to have a permanent eſtabliſhment.

The duke of Cumberland continued in the office

of Grand Maſter till his death in September 1790 ;

and it inay be truly ſaid , that ſuch a valuable ac

quiſition was made to the Society during his high

po perſon , being an annual Governor, can be permitted to vote at

a y election until the ſubſcription for the current year (and arrears,

if any ) are paid to the Treaſurer ,

9. Any Governor ſupplying this Inſtitution with any article,

wherefrom any emolument may ariſe, ſhall not vote on any queſtion

relative thereto ; nor can ſuch Governor be a member of any Com.

mittee whatever during the time he ſerves the Charity.
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neſs's adminiſlration , as is almoſt unparalleled in

the annals of Maforry.

On Thurſday the gth of March 1786, his royal

highneſs prince William Henry, now duke of

Clarence , was initiated into Maſonry at the Lodge

No. 86. held at the Prince George inn at Plymouth.

On Thurſday the 6th of February 1787, his

royal highneſs the Prince of Wales was made a

Mafon , at an occaſional lodge convened for the

purpoſe at the Star and Garter, Pall- Mall , over

which the duke of Cumberland preſided in perſon .

On Friday the 21st ofNovember following, his

royal highneſs the duke of York 'was initiated into

Maſonry, at a ſpecial lodge convened for the pur

poſe at the ſame place, over which the Grand

Maſter preſided in perſon. His highneſs was in

troduced by his royal brother the Prince of Wales,

who was preſent on the occaſion , and aſſiſted at the

ceremony .

On the 10th of February 1790, regular notice

was given in Grand Lodge, that his royal highneſs

prince Edward, now duke of Kent, while on his

travels , had been regularly initiated into Maſonry

in the Union Lodge at Geneva.

To the above reſpectable liſt, we may add his

royal highneſs prince Auguſtus Frederick, who I am

credibly informed was made a Mafon a : Berlin .

The Grand Lodge, higlıly ſenſible of the great

honour conferred on the Society by the initiation

of ſo many royal perſonages, unanimouſly reſolved ,

that each of them ſhould be preſented with an

apron, lined with blue filk, the clothing of a Grand

Officer, and that they ſhould be placed , in all pub

lic meetings of the Society , on the right hand of
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the Grand Maſter, and rank in proceſſions as Paſt

Grand Maſters.

On the 2d of May 1790, the grand feaſt was

honoured with the preſence of the duke of Cum

berland, the Grand Maſter, in the chair ; attended

by his royal nephews, the prince of Wales, and

the dukes of York and Clarence, with above five

hundred other brethren . At this Grand Aſſembly

was confirmed the re - inſtatement of the members

of the Lodge of Antiquity in all their maſonic pri.

vileges , after an unfortunate ſeparation of ten

years ; and among thoſe who were re-inſtated ,

the Author of this treatiſe had the honour to be

included .

On the 24th of November 1790, his royal high

neſs the prince of Wales was elected to the high

and important office of Grand Maſter, and was

pleaſed to appoint lord Rawdon (now earl of Moira )

Acting Grand Maſter, he having previouſly filled

that office under his late royal uncle, on the relig

nation of the earl of Effingham , who had gone

abroad on his accepting the governorſhip of

Jamaica.

On the oth of February 1791, the Grand Lodge

reſolved , on the motion of lord Petre , that, in tefti

mony of the high ſenſe the fraternity entertained

of the honour done to the Society by his royal

highneſs the prince of Wales's acceptance of the

office of Grand Maſter, three elegant chairs and

candleſticks ſhould be provided for the uſe of the

Grand Lodge ; and at the grand feaſt in May fol

lowing, theſe were accordingly finiſhed, and

preſented to public view ; but unfortunately the

P.
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Grand Maſter's indiſpoſition at that time prevented

him from honoring the Society with his preſence.

Lord Rawdon , however, officiated as proxy for his

royal highneſs, who was re - elected with the moſt

joyful acclamations .

2014

20

SECT. XII.

an

wat

-

Hiſtory of Maſonryfrom the Inſtallation ofthe Prince

of Wales as Grand Maſter, to the Grand Feaft

in 1795 inclufve.

At the Grand Feaſt held at Freemaſons' Hall

on the 2d of May 1792, his royal highneſs the

Prince of Wales was inſtalled Grand Maſter, to

the inexpreſſible joy of the fraternity, in the pre

ſence of his royal brother the duke of York, the

right hon. lord Rawdon, now earl of Moira, and

above 500 other reſpectable brethren . The re

peated applauſes beſtowed by the company upon

the royal brothers were highly grateful to their

feelings, while the affability and heart -felt ſatisfac

tion of the Grand Maſter at the head of his bre.

thren were particularly noticed . His highneſs

performed the duties of his office in a ſtyle ſuperior

to moſt of his predeceffors. His obſervations were

clear, acute, and diſtinct ; his expreſſion was flu

ent, manly, and pertinent ; and his eulogium on

his deceafed uncle, the laſt Grand Maſter, pathetic,

graceful, and elegant. The compliment he conferred

on the earl of Moira as Acting Grand Maſter, was

truly maſonic ; and to all his Officers, on their

appointments, he paid the proper tribute to their

reſpective merits. In ſhort, during the whole cere

1.
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mony, his demeanour was courteous , pleaſing, and

dignified.

An æra fo important in the annals of Maſonry

muſt be recorded with peculiar ſatisfaction . Under

the auſpices of ſo illuſtrious a patron as the heir

apparent to the Crown of Great Britain, the So

ciety muſt neceſſarily extend its influence, and the

fraternity derive great encouragement in their

zealous endeavours to promote the principles of

the inſtitution . Teſtimonies of loyalty and attach

ment to the family on the throne, and to the happy

conftitution of the country, were therefore tranſ

mitted to his highneſs from the brethren in every

quarter. The lodges in town and country vied

with each other in expreſſions of duty and

affection to the Grand Maſter, and in various ad

dreffes teftified ſubmiſſion and obedience to the

laws, and an ardent wiſh to ſupport that well

regulated form of government, from which they

and their anceſtors had derived the invaluable

bleſſings of liberty, ſo truly eſſential to the happi

neſs of his majeſty's ſubjects in general, and to the

propagation of thoſe principles which diſtinguila

the Craft of Mafons in particular - univerſal chari

ty, brotherly love, and peace.

On the 21ſt of June, the brethren in the county

of Lincoln tranſmitted their grateful acknowledge

ments to his highneſs in a column or heart of oak,

which was preſented by the rev . William Peters,

their Provincial Grand Maſter. Stimulated by the

fame motive, ſeveral other lodges copied the ex

ample ; and on the 7th ofJanuary 1793, the Free

maſons ofCornwall unanimouſly voted an addreſs

P2
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to his highneſs, which was preſented by fir John

St. Aubyn, their Provincial Grand Maſter, and

moſt graciouſly received. In ſhort, one fpirit

ſeemed to animate the whole fraternity, who joy

fully hailed the riſing fplendor and proſperity of

the Craft.

The French revolution , which in extent and im

portance of effect is unqueſtionably the moſt mo

mentous event that has happened ſince the religious

revolutions in Europe at the beginning of the ſix

teenth century , having unfortunately given riſe at

this time to many unhappy diffenfions, which

ſpread their contagion among ſome of the inhabit

ants of this iſland , it became neceſſary to counter

act the meaſures of thoſe miſtaken individuals

who were endeavouring to fow the feeds of anar

chy, and poiſon the minds of the people againſt

his majeſty's government, and the excellent conſti

tution under which they enjoyed the invaluable

bleſſings of liberty and property. This induced

moft of the corporate bodies in the kingdom , and

all the true friends to the conftitution, to ſtem the

torrent of oppoſition, and promote in their different

departments a juſt ſenſe of the advantages enjoyed

under the preſent government. Hence addreſſes

to the throne were daily preſented, with aſſurances

of a determination to ſupport the meaſures of ad

miniſtration ; and among the reſt, it was deemed

proper that the Society of Maſons, by adding their

mite to the number, ſhould ſhew that attachment

to the King and Conſtitution which the laws of

the Order enjoined. Accordingly, on the 8th of

February 1793, the Grand Lodge unanimouſly re

1
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folved , that the following Addreſs ſhould be pre

ſented to his Majeſty by his Royal Highneſs ;

who, in compliance with the requeſt of his bre

thren , condeſcended to preſent it in perſon to his

Royal Parent, by whom it was moſt graciouſly re

ceived :

To the King's Moft Excellent MAJESTY,

The bumble Addreſs of the Grand Lodge of the Ancient Fraternity

of Free and Accepted Maforis under the Conftitution of England.

MOST GRACIOUS , SOVEREIGN ,

AT a time when nearly the whole maſs of the people anxiouſly

preſs forward , and offer wij one heart and one voice the moſt ani

mated teſtimonies of their attachment to your Majeſty's Perfon and

Government, and of their unaiated zeal , at this period of innovation

and anarchy in other counıries , for the unequalled Conſtitution of

their own, permit a body of men , Sire , which , though not known to

the laws, has been ever obedient to them - men who do not yield to

any deſcription of your Majeſty's ſubje &ts, in thelove of their Coun- r

try, in true allegiance to their Sovereign , or in any other of the dy

ties of a good Citizen - to approach you with this public declaration of

their political principles. The Times, they think , demand it of

them ; and they with not to be among the laſt, in fuch times, to

throw their weight, whatever that may be, into the ſcale of Order,

Subordination, and good Government,

It is written, Sire , in the Inſtitute of our Order, that we ſhall not ,

at our meetings, go into religiousorpolitical diſcuſſion ; becauſe, com

poſed (as our fraternity is ) of men of various nations, profeſſing difa

ferent rules of faith , and attached to oppoſite ſyſtems of government,

ſuch diſcuſſions, ſharpening the mind of man againſt his brother,

might offend and diſunite. A criſis , however, ſo unlooked for as the

preſent, juſtifies to our judgment a relaxation of thatrule ; and our

firſt duty as Britons fuperfeding all other confiderations, we add ,

without farther pauſe, our voice to that of our fellow -ſubjects, in de.

claring one common and fervent attachment to a government by King,

Lords , and Commons, as eſtabliſhed by the glorious Revolution

of 1688.

The exco of all human inſtitutions is comparative and Heet

ing : poſitive perfection , or unchanging ap :itude to its object, we

know, belongs not to the work of man : but, when we view the prin

ciples of government which have recently obiained in OTHER NA

P 3
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TIONS , and then look upon Our. - OWN , we exult in poffefling , at

this time, the wiſeſt and beit - poiſed ſyſtem the world has ever known :

-a ſyſtem which affords EQUAL protection ( the only EQUALITY

we look for, or that indeed is practicable) and impartial juftice

to all.

may be thought, perhaps, being what we are, a private ſociety

of men - connected by inviſible ties--- profeſling ſecrecy --myſterious

in our meetings, ftamped by no Act of Prerogative, and acknow

ledged by no law ; we aſſume a port and hold a language upon this

occaſion , to which we can urge no legal or admitted right. We are

the free citizens, Sire, of a free flate, and number many thouſands

of our body.-- The Heir Apparent of the empire is our Chief. We

fraternize for the purpoſes of ſocial intercourſe, of mutual aſiſtance, of

cbariry to the difreſſed, and good will to all : and fidelity to a truft,

Teverence to the magiftrate, and obedience ro tbe laws, are ſculptured in

capitals upon the pediment of our Inſtitution. And let us add , that,

pervading as we do, every claſs of the community, and every walk

of life, and diſſeminating our principles wherever we ſtrike root, this

addreſs may be conſidered as ſpeaking, in epitome, the ſentiments of

a people.

Having thus atteſted our principles, we have only to implore the

Supreme Architect of the Univerſe, whoſe almighty band bath laid in

ibe deep the form foundation of this country's greatneſs, and wbofe pro.

tectingfield barb covered heramidf the cruſh of nations, that he will

continue to ſhelter and ſuſtain her. May ber fons be contented , and

her daughters happy ! and may your Majeſty -- the immediate inftru

ment of her preſent proſperity and power, to whom unbiaſed pofte

rity Mall thus inſcribe the column :

TO GEORGE , the Friend of the People,

and Patron of the Arts, which brighten and embelliſh life,

With your amiable Queen, and your Royal Progeny,

Long, long continue to be the bleſſing and the boaſt of a grateful,

happy, and united people !

Given, unanimouſly , in Grand Lodge, at Freemaſons' Hall, thio

6th day of February, 1793 . (Signed )

(Counterligned ) RAWDON , A. G. M.

WILLIAM WHITE , G. S.. PETER PARKER , D. G.M.

For the Grand Maſter's attention to the in

tereſts of the Society, in preſenting the above

loyal and affectionate Addreſs, the Grand Lodge



OF MASONRY . 319

unanimouſly voted the following Addreſs to his

Highneſs :

To bis Royal Higbneſs the Prince of WALES, Grand Maſter of 1b :

moft Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and Accepted Mafons.

MOST WORSHIPFUL AND ROYAL SIR ,

ACCUSTOMED, as we have been, from the hour in which

your name firſt adorned the roll of our Order, to the manly vigor of

your mind, and the winning benignity of your manners, we did not

look for any event which could raiſe you in our eſtimation , or draw

you nearer to our affections. With you at our head , we have ſeen our

reputation advanced in the opinion of our fellow - ſubjects, our ſyſtem

expand itſelf, and added honour and increaſing proſperity lie in un

clouded proſpect before us . Theſe things we aſcribe to you, Sir, as

to their proper ſource ; and yet the filent homage of the heart has

been hitherto the only return we have made you. Such , however,

has been the generous alacrity with which your Royal Highneſs has

offered to preſent to bis Majeſty the accompanying tribute of our fer

vent loyalty to him , and of our unſhaken attachment to that Confti .

tution, which (happily for theſe nations ) at once confirms his pora

fefſion and your inheritance, and all the rights of all the people , and

ſuch the ſenſe we entertain of the proud diſtinction you have thus con

ferred upon our Body, that it were inconſiſtent with our honour, we

think , as well as irkſome to our feelings, to continue longer filent.

Accept then , Royal Sir, our warmeſt and moſt dutiful acknow .

ledgments for your gracious condeſcenfion upon this ( to us) moſt mo

mentous occaſion . May he, by whom kings govern and empires

proſper, ſhower upon your Royal Parents, yourſelf, and the whole of

your illuſtrious line, his choiceſt bleſſings ! May you all long exiſt in

the hearts of a brave and generous people ; -and Britain triumphant,

her enemies be abaſed ! May her acknowledged ſuperiority, returning

peace, and the grateful reverence of reſcued nations , perpetuate the

fame of her virtues, the influence of her example, and the weight

and authority of her dominion !

By the unanimous order of the Grand Lodge,

( Counterfigned ) ( Signed ) RAWDON , A. G. M.

WILLIAM WHITE , G. S. Peter PARKER , D, G.M.

While theſe proofs of the proſperity of the So

ciety in England were univerſally ſpread through

out the kingdom , accounts were daily tranſmitted

P4
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of the rapid progrefs of the Inſtitution in different

parts of the world . Many dignified and reſpect

able characters had enrolled their names among

the fraternity; and it is with ſome degree of fa

tisfaction, that among them we have to record the

name of the preſent king of Sweden, who was

initiated into the Order at the Grand Lodge of

Stockholm on the 22d of March 1793, under the

auſpices of Charles duke of Sudermania, regent

the kingdom , who preſided as Grand Maſter on the

occaſion .

The brethren in America at this period alſo ſeem

to have been no leſs zealous in expreſſing a dutiful

attachment to their patrons and protectors ; for

the Grand Lodge of the Commonwealth of Maf

ſachuſetts in NorthAmerica having newly arranged

their Conftitutions, tranfmitted a copy of them to

General Waſhington with the following Addreſs :

Addreſs of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Maſons of ibe Com

monwealth of Maſſachuſets in Nortb America , tº tbeir Brorber

GEORGE WASHINGTON ..

WHILST the hiſtorian is deſcribing the career of your glory , and

the inhabitants of an extenſive empire are made happy in your unex

ampled exertions ; whilf fome celebrate the Heso, ſo diſtinguiſhed in

liberating United America, and others the Patriot who prelides over

her councils ; a band of brothers, having always joined the acclama

tions of their countrymen, now teſtify their reſpect for thoſe milder

virtues which have ever graced the man.

Taught by the precepts of our Society, that all its members fland

upon a LEVEL , we venture to aſſume this ſtation , and to approach

you with that freedom which diminiſhes our diffidence , without lef

ſening our reſpect. DeGrous to enlarge the boundaries of ſocial hap

pineſs, and to vindicate the ceremonies of their Initiiution , this

Grand Lodge has publiſhed "A Book of Conftitutions, " ( and a copy for

your acceptance accompanies this ,) which, by diſcovering the prin

ciples that actuate, will ſpeak the eulogy of the Society , though they
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fervently will the conduct of its members may prove its higher com

mendation

Convinced of his attachment to its cauſe, and readineſs to en

courage its benevolent deſigns, they have taken the liberty to dedicate

this work to one, the qualities of whoſe heart, and the actions of

whole life, have contributed to improve perſonal virtue, and extend '

throughout the world the moſt endearing cordialities ; and they hum

bly hope he will pardon this freedom , and accept the tribute of their

esteem and homage.

May the Supreme Architect of the Univerle protect and bleſs you ,

give you length of days and increaſe of felicity in this world, and then

receive you to theharmonious and exalted Society in Heaven !

John CUTLER , G, M.

Boſton, JOSIAH BARTLET, S. G , W.

Dec. 27, A. L. 5792 . MUNGO MACKAY, J. G. W.

To this Addreſs General Waſhington returned

the following Anſwer :

Anſwer to tbe ' GRAND LODGE of Free and Accepted Mafons of

Malachufets.

FLATTERING as it may be to the human mind, and truly ho-

nourable as it is , to receive from our fellow - citizens teſtimonies of

approbation for exertions to promote the public welfare ; it is not leſs

pleaſing to know, that the milder virtues of the heart are highly re.

fpected by a Society whoſe liberal principles are founded in ibe im .

mutable laws of truth and juſtice.

To enlargethe ſphere of ſocial happineſs is worthy the benevolent

defign of a Maſonic Inſtitution ; and it is moſt fervently to be
wiſhed , that the conduct every member of the fraternity , as well

as thoſe publications that diſcover the principles which actuate thein ,

may tend to convince mankind , that the grand object of Mafonry is to

promote ibe happineſs of the buman race .

While I beg your acceptance of my thanks for the “ Book of Conftia

tutions” which you have ſent me, and for the honour you have done

me in the Dedication , permit me to aſſure you, that I feel all those

emotions of gratitude which your affectionate Addreſs and cordial

withes are calculated to inſpire ; and I encerely pray that the Great

Architect of the Univerſe may bleſs you here, and receive you here.

after into his immortal temple. Geo. WASNINGTON .

P 5
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From this time we perceive that the Society of

Freemaſons in America continued to flouriſh un

der the auſpices of General Waſhington, who con

tinued his patronage to the lodges till his death .

This great man, who diſplayed in his own perſon

the rare combination of military and pacific talents,

of general and ſtateſman, and evinced in private

life the moſt endearing manners and unblemiſhed

probity, died at his ſeat at Mount Vernon in Balti

more, of an inflammation in his throat, on the

14th of December 1799.. On the 18th, his re

mains were conſigned to the tomb with the moſt

folemn funeral pomp . The proceſſion from Mount

Vernon was formed about three o'clock in the af .

ternoon , and movedto the place of his interment

in the following order :

Minute guns from a veſſel in the river announced the commencement

of the ceremony.

Caval: y, Infantry, and Guards, marched with arms reverſed .

Mufic - Clergy.

The General's Horſe, with his faddle, holſters , and piſtols.

The Corpſe, ſupported by Colonels Lille, Marſtelle, Gilpin , Payne,

Ramſay, and Simms, as pall -bearers .

At the head of the coffin was inſcribed , Surge ad judicium ;

About the middle, Gloria Deo ;

And on the filver plate, “ General GEORGE WASHINGTON departed

this life on the 14th December 1799. Ætatis 68. ”

The Mourners, Maſonic Brethren, and Citizens, cloſed the proceſſion .

Having arrived at the bottom of the elevated

lawn on the banks of the Potomak , where the fa

mily vault is placed , the cavalry halted , and the

infantry marched towards the Mount and formed

their lines. The clergy, maſonic brethren , and

citizens then deſcended into the vault, when the

funeral ſervice was performed. After which three

general diſcharges were given by the infantry,

while the cavalry, and eleven pieces of artillery ,

.
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which lined the banks of the Potomak at the back

of the vault, paid the laſt tribute of reſpect to

their venerable departed hero, and the firing was

repeated from the vefſel in the river.

At a meeting of the houſe of repreſentatives at

Philadelphia on the day following this ceremony ,

it was voted that a committee ſhould be appointed,

in conjunction with one from the fenate , to con

lider on the moſt ſuitable means of paying honour

to the memory of this great man, who ranked firſt

in war, firſt in peace , and firſt in the hearts of his

countrymen ; it was alſo reſolved, that the houſe

ſhould wait on the Preſident of the United States,

to expreſs their condolence on the mournful event :

that the ſpeaker's chair ſhould be covered with

black, and that all the members and officers of the

houſe ſhould appear in deep mourning during the

feflion . Thus was demonſtrated the warmeſt ter .

timonies of affection of a grateful people to the

memory of their truly benevolent chief, who juſtly

merited the eſteem of his country, his brethren ,

and his friends.

Under the auſpices of his royal highneſs the

Prince of Wales, and the indefatigable exertions of

the earl of Moira, the progreſs of the Society in

England far exceeded at this time that of any former

period . The lodges not only conſiderably in

creaſed in numbers and conſequence, but were in

general better regulated and the principles of the

Inſtitution ſeemed to be more clearly underſtood .

The brethren both in town and country vied in

promoting the uſeful purpoſes of the Society.

PO
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On the 24th of September 1793 , the lodges in

the county of Durham made a grand proceſſion

through the town of Sunderland , on laying the

foundation -ſtone of the bridge over the river Wear,

which was afterwards opened on the oth of Auguſt

1796, in the preſence of his royal highneſs

Prince William of Glouceſter, the magiſtrates, a

numerous aſſemblage of Mafons, and a vaſt

concourſe of ſpectators. On this occafion a grand

triumphal arch , decorated with flowers, was raiſed ,

through which the proceſſion pafſed , and pro

ceeded along the bridge to the north fide of the

river, up to the lime-kilns, and returned by the

low road through the dry arch of the bridge to the

Pan Ferry, thence to the centre of the bridge, where

the lodge was formed, and an oration delivered by

the rev . Mr. Nesfield . The whole ceremony was

conducted under the patronage of Rowland Burdon

eſq. M. P. Provincial Grand Maſter for the coun.

ty. The Lincoln militia attended, and fired three

vollies on the occaſion . The brethren then pro

ceeded to church, where an appropriate fermon

was preached by the rev. Mr. Brewſter. From

church the proceffion was reſumed to the Aflem

bly -room , where the evening was concluded with

the greateſt harmony.

On Monday the 25th November 1793, the Prince

of Wales laid the firſt ſtone of the New Chapel at

Brighthelmſtone . His highneſs was accompanied

from the pavilion to the appropriated place by the

rev. Mr. Hudſon the vicar, Mr. Saunders, & c.

On coming to the ground, Mr. Saunders addrefled

his royal highneſs as follows: That, as conſtructor

3
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of the building, the high honour was allotted to

him of pointing out to the Prince the ſituation

where the ſtone was intended to be placed , and he

refpectfully requeſted that , as Grand Maſter of the

Maſons, he would be pleaſed to ſignify if it met

his approbation . On receiving afſurance that it

did , the ſtone, with the following inſcription, was

laid in due form :

“ This ſtone was laid by his royal highnefs

« GEORGE PRINCE of WALES, November 25,

“ 1793."

On Mr. Saunders covering it with a plate of

metal, he deſired leave to fay, That however late

the period might be before it was again expoſed to

the face of day, and he fincerely wiſhed that it

might be a very diftant one , he hoped that the

deſcendants of his royal highneſs's auguſt family

would be found, as now, happily governing a

happy people .

Mr. Hudſon then reſpectfully addreſſed the

Prince, and deſired permiſſion to return his moſt

fincere and grateful thanks to his highneſs for the

honour he had that day done, not only to him in

particular as proprietor,,but to the town at large ;

and he hoped that God would give his bleſſing to

the undertaking thus begun , and long preſerve his

royal highneſs, their majeſties, and every branch

of the royal family, to ſuperintend our invaluable ,

unequalled, and long envied Conftitution in church

and ſtate.

The day proved fine, and the acclamations of

the ſurrounding crowd Thewed how much they

were gratified with ſuch an inſtance of goodneſs
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in the Prince, who, at the ſame time, was both

a reſident in , and protector of, their town and

liberties.

The Prince ordered a handſome diſtribution to

the workmen , &c . The promenade gardens

were laid
open,

and the company entertained with

refreſhments. A party of gentlemen dined at the

Caſtle, and ſome lines were compoſed and fung

on the occaſion .

Among the other maſonic occurrences of the

year 1793 , it may be proper to mention the pub

lication of a new periodical Miſcellany, entitled ,

The Freemaſons' Magazine; or, General and Com

plete Library : the firft number of which appeared

in June 1793 , and a number was continued to be

publiſhed monthly till the end of December 1798 ,

when its title was changed. Independent of this

Magazine being a general repoſitory for every

thing curious and important in Maſonry, it coul

tained a choice ſelection of miſcelaneous and lite

rary articles, well-calculated for the purpoſe of

general inſtruction and improvement, and for

ſome time was honoured with the ſanction of the

Grand Lodge.

On the 4th of June 1793 , the Shakeſpeare Lodge

at Stratford on Avon was opened, and dedicated in

ſolemn form , in the preſence of a numerous aſſem

bly of brethren from different lodges . The cere

mony was conducted with the greateſt order and

regularity, under the direction ofMr. James Tim

mins, D.P.G.M. for the county of Warwick.

On the 28th of July 1794, the Royal Brunſ

wick Lodge at Sheffield was conſtituted in due
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form . The brethren made a very elegant proceſ

fion to St. James's church, where an excellent

ſermon was preached by the rev. brother Chad

wick ; after which the proceſſion was reſumed to

the lodge, when the ceremony of dedication took

place. Several anthems and pfalms ſuited to the

occafion were ſung, and the whole was concluded

with a liberal ſubſcription to the poor girls' Charity

School .

On the 31ſt of July 1794, the Lodge of Apollo.

at Alceſter was conſtituted in due form in the
pre

ſenice of 121 brethren . At ten in the morning, a

proceſſion was made to the church, where a fer

mon was preached before the lodge by the rev.

brother Green . After which the brethren return

ed to the Hall, when the ceremonies of confecra

tion and dedication took place, according to an

cient uſage.

The Prince of Wales's marriage with Princeſs

Caroline of Brunſwick having taken place on the

8th of April 1795 , the Grand Lodge on the 15th

unanimouſly voted the following Addreſs to his

royal highneſs on the occaſion :

To bis Royal Hiĝbneſs the PRINCE OF WALES, Grand Maſter of the

moſt Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and Secepted Maſons
under the Conftitution of England.

Moft Worthipful and Royal Grand Maſter,

UPON an event lo important to your own happinefs, and to the

intereſts of the Britiſh empire, as the late nuptials of your royal high

Deſs, we feel ourſelves peculiarly ' bound to teſtify our joy, and to

offer our humble congratulations .

To affect a degree of gratification ſuperior to that profeſſed by

others, when all his Majeſty's ſubjects exhibit ſuch heartfelt fatif

faction at the union which you have formed , would , perhaps, be in

us an undue pretenſion ; we cannot, however, but be proudly con

4
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fcious, Sir, that we poffefs a title beyond what any other claſs of men

can advance , to approach you upon an occaſion like she preſent with

a tender of our particular duty. When your royal highneſs deigned

ſo far to honour the Craft as to accept the truſt of preſiding over us ,

the condeſcenſion not only authoriſed but demanded from all and each

of us a peculiar ſenſibility to whatever might concern your welfare ;

and the ties of brotherhood , with which you inveſted yourſelf in be

coming one of our number, entitle us to expreſs, without fear of

incurring any charge of preſumption, the ſatisfaction we feel in con

templating fuch an accellion to the proſpects of the nation, and to

thoſe of your own felicity. That the intereſts of your royal highneſs

and thoſe of the Britiſh people may ever continue as ſtrictly united as

we feel them in this moſt auſpicious occurrence , is the warmeſt with ,

and, at the ſame time , the confident truſt, of thoſe who hold it the

higheſt honour to have your name enrolled in the records of their

Inſtitution.

To the obligations which the brethren already owe to you, Sir,

it will be a material addition, if you will render acceptable to your

royal Confort, the humble homage of our veneration , and of our

prayers
for every poſſible bleſſing upon your union.

By the unanimous order of the Grand Lodge,

(Signed) MOIRA , A , G. M.

(Counter-ſigned ) ( L.S. )

WILLIAM WHITE, GS.

The right hon. the earl of Moira having, at

the requeſt of the Grand Lodge, preſented the

above addreſs to the Prince of Wales, his royal

highneſs was graciouſly pleaſed to return the fol

lowing Anſwer :

THE Grand Maſter has received with great ſatisfaction the

Addreſs of the Craft ; which he regards as not indicating ſolely their

ſentiments towards him, but as alſo repeating thoſe declarations of

devotion to their Sovereign and attachment to the Houſe of Brunr.

wick , heretofore ſo becomingly expreſſed by them .

He has had peculiar pleaſure in explaining to the Princeſs of Wales

their loyal congratularions ; and he deſires to convey to the brethren

the Gincere thanks of the Princeſs for their generous wiſhes .

At the grand feaſt at Freemaſons' Hall on the

13th of May 1795 , his royal highneſs being in the
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chair, was accompanied by the duke of Clarence

and prince William of Glouceſter, who had been

initiated at an occafional lodge convened for the

purpoſe on the preceding evening . Five hundred

brethren were preſent at this feaſt. Happineſs

was viſible in every countenance, while the bene

volent principles of Maſonry cheered the heart.

His royal highneſs thanked the brethren for the

repeated inſtances of their attachment, and for the

affectionate reception which he had met with ; and

after exprefling his warmeſt attachment to the

Society, concluded with a handſome compliment

to the Acting Grand Maſter, earl of Moira, whom

he ſtiled “ the man of his heart, and the friend

he admired ; " ſincerely hoping that he might long

live to ſuperintend the government of the Craft,

and extend the noble principles of the Art.

SECT. XIII.

The Hiſtory of Maſonry from the Grand Feat in

1795, to the end of the year 1800.

NO remarkable event took place in the Society

from the feſtival in 1795 till the year 1797. The

greateſt harmony ſeemed to prevail among the bre

thren during the whole period, and many valuable

additions were made to the liſt of lodges . The ge

neral contributions to the charitable funds were

conſiderably extended, and the apnual reports from

the Provincial Grand Maſters in their reſpective

diſtricts announced the profperity of the Craft.
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The only circumſtance which tended to damp

the ardour of the brethren for the propagation of

the art either at home or abroad , was the publi

cation of ſome tracts, which ſtated that a new

fect of philoſophers had ariſen in Germany and

France, who had affiliated themſelves to the So

ciety of Maſons, and had under that fanction eſta

bliſhed lodges , for the more extended diffemina

tion of the principles of their new theory. To

theſe philoſophers was attributed the deſign of de

ſtroying Chriſtianity, and ſubverting all the regular

governments of Europe. The degrees of Maſonry

were alleged to be preparatory ſteps to this new

eſtabliſhment, and from that Society were ſelected

the principal members of which this fect was

compoſed. In their occult lodges , as they were

termed, were inculcated the feeds of thoſe dan.

gerous principles which had brought about the

French revolution , and produced all the evils

which had reſulted from it.

The circulation of theſe publications excited a

general alarm, and for ſome time checked the
pro

greſs of the Society in Europe ; till the myſtery

being unveiled , it was found that the conſtitutions

of Maſonry could not warrant the proceedings of

this new fyftem , and that therefore they had inſti

tuted new degrees under the ſame appellation to

carry their purpoſes into effect. The Maſons of

this country, and all the lodges under the Engliſh

conſtitution , were therefore fully exempted from

any ſhare in the general cenfure. A few remarks
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on ſome of theſe publications may not be unaccept

able to the reader.

The firſt tract which excited alarm, was an

octavo volume, intitled , “ The Life of M. Zim

“ merman, firſt Phyſician to the King of England

at Hanover. By Dr. Tiffot.” From this work

it appears, that one of the moſt diftinguiſhed inci

dents of Zimmerman's life was a ſummons which

he received from the great Frederick, king of Pruf

fia, to attend him in his laſt illneſs in 1786. This

opportunity the Doctor improved , to enjoy a con

fidential intercourſe with that illuſtrious character,

from which he derived the materials of an intereſt

ing narrative, that he afterwards publiſhed. The

partiality of this prince in favour of Zimmerman ,

diſpoſed him to a reciprocal good opinion of that

monarch, and in 1788 he publiſhed “ A Defence

“ of Frederick the Great againſt the Count de

" Mirabeau ; ” which was followed in 1790, by

“ Fragments on Frederick the Great, " in 3 vols .

Izmo. The publications of Zimmerman rela

tive to this king, gave offence to ſome individu

als, and ſubjected him to many ſevere criticiſms,

which he felt with more ſenſibility than accorded

with his peace of mind . The religious and political

opinions which he had imbibed in his latter years,

were in wide contradiction to the principles which

had fo generally ſpread over Europe, and which

operated as perpetual fuel to the irritability of his

nervous ſyſtem . About this time the riſe of the

Society of the Illuminati in Germany, who were

ſaid to have coaleſced with the Freemaſons, excited
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a violent commotion among men of letters and re

flection . This Society was ſuppoſed to have in

view nothing leſs than the abolition of chriſtianity,

and the fubverfion of all conſtituted authorities.

Its partizans expected from it the moſt beneficial

reforms of every kind ; its opponents dreaded from

it every miſchief that could happen to mankind.

Zimmerman, who is repreſented to have been a

hunter of fects, was among the firſt who took

alarm at this formidable aſſociation , and ſtept forth

to oppoſe its progrefs . His regard for religion

and ſocial order, led him to ſee in the moſt obnox

ious light the pernicious principles of theſe new

philoſophers. Determined therefore to ſupprefs

the influence of their ſyſtem , he painted in the

ftrongeſt colouring all the maxims of this new fect ,

and addreffed a memorial to the emperor Leopold

on the fubject, with a view to check their further

progreſs. The emperor very graciouſly received

this memorial, and returned him an anfwer in his

own hand -writing, accompanied with a fplendid

preſent *. Leopold ſeemed to be well-inclined to

uſe the deciſive interference of civil authority on

this occaſion , and would probably have had recourſe

to violent meaſures againſt the Illuminati, had not

the death of Zimmerman prevented it.

• The number of the affiliated members of this

ſociety, Zimmerman fays, increaſed daily, chiefly

by the affiduity of baron de Knigge, who in 1782

firſt ſuggeſted the idea of illuminating the Society

* This was a locket, adorned with diamonds and the emperor's

cypher.
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of Freemaſons, and who ſucceeded in that object

from Hanover to Copenhagen on one hand , and to

Naples on the other. In 1784, the brotherhood , he

obſerves, was unmaſked, and driven out of Bavaria ;

and in 1788 their papers were ſeized at Munich and

printed , but no diſcovery of importance was made *.

* Of this Society we have the following account in this tract :

" Whether this ſect be the ſame with that of the Free -maſons,

« or the Jeſuits, both of which ſuppoſitions is improbable, is uncer

« tain ; but in 1774 or 1775 , a Society was undoubtedly eſtabliſhed

s in Bavaria, of which a celebrated Profeſſor at Ingolſtadt has been

“ regarded as the founder. This Society , under pretext of conſult

sing the happineſs of the people, and ſuppofing that happineſs to

“ be incompatible with every ſpecies of religious and civil eſtabliſh

“ ment at preſent exifting , ſaid with one voice, Let us defrog them

“ all, and raze their very foundations. The ſecret Order of the Il

« luminari included among its myſterious principles , at preſent ex

poſed to the whole world , the whole of the doctrine which the

Jacobins of Paris have ſince put in practice ; and it has been proved,

" by the moſt irrefragable documents, that they maintained an inci

“ mate correſpondence together before the French revolution . The

« deſtruction of the Chriftian religion, and the ſubverfion of every

“ chrone and of all governments, have been their aim ever ſince the

year 1776. It was not underſtood , by the new aſſociates of this

« Order , that the magic words , the happineſs of the people, were the

" ſureſt means to recruit their number with eaſe , and by which , in

“ fact , the recruits became fu numerous and well-diſciplined. Young

" men were chiefly pitched upon , who, not having yet formed a

" ſtrong attachment to any particular opinion, were the more eaſily

“ led away to embrace whatever was offered to them , and men of

“ literary talents , whom it is important to ſecure when the propaga .

" tion of any new opinion is in agitation. When once a perſon was

“ enliſted, and fully penetrated with the enticing words, the happineſs

of the people ; let us labour to procure the bappineſs of thepeople ; he

“ became impatient to know the obſtacles which were in the way of

“ this purpoſe, and the means to be made uſe of to remove them ;

" theſe were therefore offered to his view in ſucceſſion .

“ The Order has five degrees : in the lower, the myſteries are not

“ unveiled ; they are only preparatory, on which the minds of the

“ novitiates are founded and prepared ; then, by degrees, thoſe who

“ are found worthy are initiated into the higher ranks. "

1

T
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Previous to the death of Zimmerman , in con

junction with M. Hoffman of Vienna, he inſtituted

a periodical work on the old principles . In this

work all his former zeal was diſplayed, and the

new philoſophers were attacked with vehemence.

This occaſioned a violent repulſe on their part, and

the writers of the Bibliotheque Univerſelle, or Uni

verſal Library, as well as ſome of the beſt journal

iſts, bore a conſiderable ſhare in the conteſt, in

oppoſition to Zimmerman and Hoffman ; till the

former got himſelf embroiled in a court of law by

a publication in the journal, intitled , “ The Baron

« de Knigge unmaſked , as an Illuminati , Demo

“ crate, and Seducer of the People .” This charge

was founded on a work which was not openly

avowed by the baron, who commenced a ſuit

againſt Zimmerman on this account as

beller, in which the doctor was unable to

exculpate himſelf, and therefore caſt.

This ſtate of warfare proved very unfriendly

to the doctor's nerves, and ſenſibly affected his

mind, which had been much agitated from a per

fonal fear of the approach of the French towards

Hanover in 1794. The idea of his becoming a

poor emigrant perpetually haunted him , nor could

the negotiation which afterwards took place and

ſecured that country reſtore him to tranquillity.

He uſed various remedies to overcome his appre

henfions, and even took a journey for that purpoſe ;

but it was fruitleſs . On his return home he

entered his habitation with the ſame idea which

he had left it, perſuaded that he ſaw it pillaged,

a lic

was
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and fancied that he was entirely ruined . This

notion ſo ſtrongly impreſſed his mind, that, toge

ther with his abftinence from food , for fear of

poverty , he wore away to a ſkeleton, became de

crepid, and at laſt died on the 7th of October

1795 , at the great age of 96.

The next tract which deſerves our notice is a

tranſlation of " the Memoirs of Jacobiniſm in

“ France,” in 4 vols . 8vo, by the Abbé Barruel . In

this work he endeavours to ſhew , that there exifted

on the continent long before the French revolu.

tion, a threefold conſpiracy to effect the ruin of the

altar, the throne, and all ſocial order . The firſt

conſpiracy was formed by a feet of philoſophers,

who aimed to deſtroy the altars of Jeſus Chriſt and

his goſpel ; the ſecond, were the ſophiſts of rebel

lion , who conſpired againſt the thrones of kings,

and who had affiliated themſelves to the Society of

Freemaſons, engrafting on that inſtitution the ſe

crets of their occult lodges ; and the third , paſſed

under the denomination of Illuminati, or enlightened,

who formed an union with the two former, and

aimed at the ſubverſion of all ſocial order, proper

ty , and ſcience. This coalition, the Abbé obſerves,

gave riſe to the club of Jacobins in France, which

was ſo denominated from holding their meetings

in a convent of the order of Jacobins that they had

ſeized in Paris .

Of theſe three conſpiracies, antichriſtian, antimo

narchial, and antiſocial, very unfortunately for the

Abbé, each fucceflive one has been brought forward

in his ſubſequent volumes with diminiſhed evidence

and decreaſing plauſibility. To expoſe to view the
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unknown chieftains and agents of his conſpiracies,

he has been obliged to defcribe the ſymbols and

reveal the ſecrets of an inviſible Society with which

they are wholly unconnected, and to repreſent the

lodges of Freemaſons as ſchools of infidelity and

inſurrection, whence all theſe conſpiracies have

originated . Although he makes France the theatre

for their exhibition , he is obliged to have recourſe

to a ſtrange language and to a Bavarian cloiſter

for their origin , and from a want of facts, to ſupply

from his own imagination , by ingenious interpret

ations, the leſſons which he can no where elſe

diſcover.

Notwithſtanding this ſerious attack on the Free

maſons, the Abbé is candid enough to admit that

the occult lodges of the Illuminati are unknown in

England, and that the Engliſh Freemaſons are not

implicated in the charge which he has made. With

his remarks therefore on this ſubject, we fhall con

clude our obfervations on the Memoirs of Jacobin

iſm :

“ England, in particular," he ſays, “ is full of

“ thoſe upright men , who, excellent citizens and

“ of all ſtations, are proud of being Maſons, and

“ who may be diſtinguiſhed from the others by

“ ties which only appear to unite them more

" cloſely in the bonds of charity and fraternal

« affection . It is not the fear of offending a na

« tion in which I have found an aſylum , that has

“ fuggeſted this exception . Gratitude, on the

so contrary, would ſilence every vain terror, and I

« ſhould be ſeen exclaiming in the very ſtreets of

“ London that England was loft; that it could not

« eſcape the French revolution, if its Freemaſons
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lodges were fimilar to thoſe of which I am about

" to treat. I would ſay more , that chriſtianity

“ and all government would have long been at an

" end in England, if it could be even ſuppoſed

" that her Maſons were initiated into the last

“ myſteries of the fect. Long lince have their

“ lodges been ſufficiently numerous to execute

“ ſuch a deſign, had the Engliſh Maſons adopted

“ either the means, or the plans and plots, of the

• occult lodges.

“ This argument alone might ſuffice to except

" the Engliſh Maſons in general from what I have

« to fay of the feet. But there exiſt many paſſages

“ in the hiſtory of Maſonry which neceſſitate this

“ exception . The following appears convincing :

“ At the time when the Illuminès of Germany,

o the moſt deteſtable of the Jacobin crew, were

“ ſeeking to ſtrengthen their party by that of Ma

“ ſonry, they affected a ſovereign contempt for

" the Engliſh lodges."

The Abbè's information with reſpect to the

Illuminati may perhaps be juſt, in ſo far as reſpects

the eſtabliſhment of that fect, and their deviation

from the Engliſh lodges ; but between the genuine

Maſons of Germany and their brethren in England,

there has long ſublifted the moſt friendly inter

courſe , and itcannot otherwiſe be in any country

where Maſonry is conducted according to the pure

principles of the inſtitution .

The next publication which claims our atten

tion is a work entitled , “ Proofs of a Conſpiracy

" againſt all the religions and governments of

“ Europe, carried on in the ſecret meetings of

R
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« Freemaſons, Illuminati , and Reading Socie

a ties . By John Robifon , M. A. Profeffor of

« Natural Philoſophy, and Secretary to the Royal

“ Society of Edinburgh .” This work, like the

former, aims at proving that a ſecret affociation

had been formed, and for many years carried on,

for rooting out all the religious eſtabliſhments, and

overturning all the exiſting governments,of Europe ;

and that this aſſociation had employed as its chief

inſtruments, the lodges of Freemaſons, who were

under the direction of unknown fuperiors, and

whoſe emiffaries were every where buſy to com

plete the ſcheme. Of the riſe and progreſs of this

fociety in France he affects to give an account,

which agrees
in the main with that of the Abbè

Barruel, by alleging that ſeveral of its moſt in

genious and indefatigable members were active

Freemaſons, who ſpread their intectious principles

in moſt of the Freemaſons lodges in Europe.

He then enters into an hiſtorical detail of the origin

of the Scotch degrees, and gives them a conſe

quence to which ' I hope they are not entitled , as

belonging to an inſtitution formed by craft, found

ed in the deepeſt motives, and capable of effect

ing the moſt important events .

' It is well known , I believe, to the Maſons of

this country , that ſome men of warm and enthu

fiaftic imaginations have been diſpoſed, within theſe

few years, to amplify parts of the Inſtitution of

Freemaſonry ; and in their ſuppoſed improvements

to have elevated their diſcoveries into new degrees ;

to which they have added ceremonies, rituals , and

dreſſes, ill-ſuited to the native finplicity of the
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Order of Maſonry as originally practiſed in this

country. But in all theſe degrees , though pro

bably deſerving reprehenfion as improper innova

tions on the original ſyſtem of Maſonry, I can never

believe that they have either proceeded from bad

motives, or are to be viewed in any other light than

as innocent and inoffenſive amuſements. Thus

much I can aver, that all the degrees of Maſonry

practifed in England under the Englith Conftitu

tion are pure and genuine, and that no part of the

fyftem eſtabliſhed among us is injurious either to

Church or State.

In order to refute, however, the flimſy proofs

which are produced by the learned Profeffor, I

cannot do better than uſe the language of an able

writer * , who has entered into a ſerious inveſtiga

tion of them in a monthly miſcellany t. If the

principles adopted by foreign Maſons be ſuch ( ſays

he ) as the Profeſſor repreſents, whence is it that

ſo many loyal and pious menibers of the fraternity

continue their patronage of the Society, and are

ſtill ignorant of the real quality of our principles ?

Is it that Maſonry is one thing on the continent,

and another in England ? This cannot be, for Mas

ſonry is an univerſal eſtabliſhment, and a mutual

communication and agreement has , long ſubliſted

between the Britiſh and foreign lodges . Some of the

wifeſt and moſt upright Engliſh Mafons have viGted

their brethren abroad, and have not been able to dif

cover the wonderful diſparity, or been ſhocked at

the abominable practices ſaid to be carried on

* Dr. Watkins.

+ See Free Maſons Magazine, vole x . P : 357:

R2
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among them. Even Mr. Robifon himſelf law no

thing of all this miſchievous ſyſtem while he was

in the cloſeſt habits of intimacy with the foreign

Maſons; and this ſurely muſt be ſome proof that

Maſonry, as it was then practiſed, had not the tend

ency which he has fince been pleaſed to attribute

to it. All the conſpiracy, therefore, which he pre

tends to have diſcovered , if it ever did exiſt, muſt be

charged to other cauſes. It muſt Atrike the mind

with aſtoniſhment, that an inſtitution like Maſonry,

organized and reduced to a complete ſyſtem , ſhould

ſuddenly be changed from a harmleſs and innocent

appearance, to one the moſt ferocious and wicked ;

and that from being in the higheſt degree friendly to

order and religion , it ſhould all at once become

the moſt powerful and inveterate enemy to both .

Whoever confiders this , and attends to the great

numbers of eminent characters who continue to

give the art their countenance and to patroniſe

our afſemblies, and whoever contraſts with

them the names of the perſons brought forward

as the agitators of this conſpiracy, will be led

not only to queſtion the truth of the aſſertions,

but allow that both the Profeffor and the Abbè have

gone too wide in their charges, and ſuffered a

heated imagination to teem with prejudices that

have no foundation in truth .

Some foreign Maſons may probably have given

into the modern wretched philoſophy, and more

effe & ually to propagate their tenets with ſafety

may have erected a falſebanner under the appellation

of Maſonry, to entrap the unwary ; but ſhall we

on that account attribute to the inſtitution of Fuee .
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maſonry the dreadful acts of thoſe individuals, or

the baneful conſequences of their conſpiracies ?

Certainly not ; for, in oppoſition to all the Pro

feffor's affertions, it remains to be proved that

Maſonry ever was, is, or can be favourable to in

fidelity or. inſurrection .

That a regular confederacy ever has been

formed upon this bafis, or that the corruptions of

the inſtitution of Freemaſonry have been ſo far

ſyſtematized as to have produced that ſhock which

religion and government have lately received by

the French revolution, can never be admitted .

Thoſe who view the wonderful changes which have

recently taken place in Europe, and which are ſtill

going on, will naturally be led to examine further

into the cauſes of ſo ſtupendous an event. What

ever opinion the Abbè or the Profeffor may hold of

their own ſagacity, future hiſtorians will have little

reaſon to compliment them . Pofleffed of greater

lights, it will probably be found that no conſpiracy, or

ingenious ſcheme of any body of men , has brought

about the late great alterations . They will on the con

trary ſee much in the natural conſtitution of things,

much in the very principle of ſociety itſelf, more in

the corruptions of ſociety, a great part in the

general diffufion of letters , not a little in the vari.

ous arts of life and in the extenſion of commerce,

and above all the reſt in the increaſe and high

pitch of luxury. Connecting all theſe with cir

cumſtances and perſons, they will cometo a fairer.

conclufion than either the Abbè or the ingenious

Profeffor. Upon the Illuminati , or the enlighten

cd, I ſhall make no remarks. I know them not,

23
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or their principles. They may, or may not, Irave: -

ariſen from Freemaſonry . It is a matter of little

moment to the man who is well acquainted with

the principles of his Society, what ambitious or

corrupt minds
may have deviſed in imitation of it.

It is enough for him to know that the doctrines of

the inſtitution to which he belongs are ſimply good,

and have no natural tendency to evil . If bad

men have perverted the external parts of the ſyſtem

to wicked purpoſes, he laments the depravity of

human nature, and regards the genuine principles

of his Order with greater affection . The beſt of

doctrines has been corrupted, and the moſt facred

of all inſtitutions proftituted to baſe and unworthy

purpoſes. The genuine Maſon duly conſider,

ing this , finds a conſolation in the midſt of re

proach and apoſtacy ; and while he . defpiſes the,

one, will endeavour, by his own example, to refute.

the other.

It is to be regretted that a Lecturer in Natural

Philoſophy, of whom his country has the moſt:

favourable opinion , ſhould have produced a work

which can do ſo little credit to his character either

for knowlege or judgment. Were his volume to

be ſtript of its declamation and conjecture, the re

mainder would be too inſignificant to merit a

ſerious inveſtigation .

In a poftfcript to the fecond edition , the Pro

feffor, in imitation of the Abbè Barruel , has

condeſcended to except the Engliſh lodges from

the charge of diſloyalty, or want of attachment

to government. He admits the innocence and in

offenſiveneſs of their meetings, and acknowledges
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the benevolent principles of the inſtitution as prac

tiſed by them. This, however, is but a flimſy

evaſion, as it is evident from the whole tenor of his

book that he intended to found the trumpet of

alarm in the ears of his Majeſty's Miniſters , by the

thunder of his extraordinary denunciations. We

are happy however to diſcover, that after all the

proofs againſt the Maſons which he has attempted

to produce, none of our illuſtrious patrons have

been induced on that account to deſert the Society.

On the contrary, at the Grand Lodge on the 3d of

June 1800, we find the Earl of Moira thus ad

dreſſing the brethren :

“ Certain modern publications have been hold .

" ing forth to the world the Society of Mafons as

“ a league againſt conſtituted authorities ; an im

« putation the more ſecure, becauſe the known

“ conftitutions of our fellowſhip make it certain

" that no anſwer can be publiſhed. It is not to

“ be diſputed , that in countries where impolitic

" prohibitions reſtrict the communication of ſen

timent, the activity of the human mind may,

" among other means of baffling the control,have

to reſorted to the artifice of borrowing the deno

$6 mination of Freemaſons, to cover meetings for

“ feditious purpoſes, juſt as any other deſcription

“ might be affumed for the ſame object. But, in

" the firſt place , it is the invaluable diſtinction of

" this free country, that ſuch a juſt intercourſe of

“ opinions exiſts without reſtraint, as cannot

leave to any number of men the deſire of forme

« ing or frequenting thoſe diſguiſed ſocieties where

“ dangerous diſpoſitions may be imbibed. And,

24
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2dly, the profligate doctrines, which may have

“ been nurtured in any ſuch felf -eſtabliſhed afſem

“ blies, could never have been tolerated for amo

“ ment in any lodge meeting under regular au

“ thority. We aver, therefore, that not only ſuch

“ laxity of opinion has no fort of connection with

“ the tenets of Maſonry, but is diametrically

“ oppoſite to the injunction which we regard as

" the foundation - ſtone of the Lodge, namely,

« FEAR GOD, AND HONOUR THE KING. In con

“ firmation of this folemn affertion , what can ye

“ advance more irrefragable, than that ſo many

“ of his Majeſty's illuſtrious Family ſtand in the

“ higheſt order of Maſonry, are fully inſtructed

« in all its tendencies, and have intimate knowlege

“ of every particular in its current adminiſtration

" under the Grand Lodge of England .”

After ſo public a teſtimony of approbation of

the Society, and of the purpoſes for which it is

inſtituted , little more can be wanted to refute the

ungenerous aſperſions which have been wantouly

thrown out againſt it .

On the 12th of July 1798, an act of parliament

was pafted for the more effectual ſuppreſſion of

focieties eſtabliſhed for feditious and treaſonable

purpoſes, and for preventing treaſonable and fedi

tious practices. In this act the following clauſes

in favour of the Society of Maſons are inſerted ,

exempting their lodges from the penalties of the

act :

os And whereas certain ſocieties have been

long accuſtomed to be holden in this kingdom un

der the denomination of lodges of Freemaſons,
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the meetings whereof have been in great meaſure

directed to charitable purpoſes. Be it therefore

enacted , that nothing in this act ſhall extend to the

meetings of any ſuch ſociety or lodge, which ſhall,

before the paſſing of this act, have been uſually

holden under the faid denomination , and in con

formity to the rules prevailing among the ſaid

focieties of Freemaſons.

“ Provided always, that this exemption ſhall

not extend to any ſuch ſociety, unleſs two of the

memberscompoſing the fame ſhall certify upon oath,

( which oath any juſticeof the peace or other magiſa

trate is hereby empowered to adminiſter,) that ſuch

ſociety or lodge has, before the paſſing of this act ,

been uſuallyheld under the denomination ofaLodge

of Freemaſons, and in conformity to the rules

prevailing among the ſocieties or lodges of Free

mafons in this kingdom ; which certificate , duly

atteſted by the magiſtrate before whom the ſame

ſhall be ſworn , and fubfcribed by the perfons fo

certifying, ſhall, within the ſpace of two calendar

months after the paſſing of this act, be depoſited

with the clerk of the peace for the county, ſtew

artry, riding, diviſion, Mire, or place where ſuch

ſociety or lodge hath been uſually held : Provided

alſo , that this exemption ſhall not extend to any

fuch fociety or lodge, unleſs the name or denomi

nation thereof, and the uſual place or places , and

the time or times , of its meetings , and the names

and deſcriptions of all and every the members

thereof, be regiſtered with ſuch clerk of the peace

as aforeſaid within two months after the palling

25
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of this act, and alſo on or before the twenty -fifth

day of March in every ſucceeding year. .

* And be it enacted , that the clerk of the

peace, or the perſon acting in his behalf, in any

ſuch county, ſtewartry, riding, diviſion, ſhire , or

place, is hereby authorized and required to receive

ſuch certificate and make ſuch regiſtry as afore

ſaid, and to enrol the ſame among the records of

ſuch county, ſtewartry, riding, diviſion, fhire, or

place, and to lay the ſame once in every year before

the general ſeſſion of the juſtices for ſuch county,

ſtewartry, riding , diviſion , ſhire, or place : and that

it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid juſtices, or

for the major part of them, at any of their general

feffions, if they ſhall fo think fit, upon complaint

made to them upon oath by any one or more cre

dible perſons, that the continuance of the meetings

of any ſuch lodge or ſociety is likely to be injurious

to the public peace and good order, to direct that

the meetings of any ſuch ſociety or lodge within

ſuch county, ftewartry, riding, diviſion , ſhire, or

place fhall, from thenceforth , be diſcontinued ; and

any ſuch meeting held , notwithſtanding ſuch order

of diſcontinuance, and before the ſame ſhall, by the

like authority, be revoked, ſhall be deemed an un

lawful combination and confederacy under the

proviſions of this act.”

FORM OF CERTIFICATE .

Here inſert
the name of To wit ,

county

WE, the underwritten A. B. of in the county of

and C. D. of &c. ( Here infere the full names and deſcription

of the two breibren certifying) two of the members of the Lodge of
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Freemaſons held at called the Lodge of and

being No. in the liſt of Lodges, do hereby, purſuant to an act of

the 39th year of his preſent Majetty , intitled , “ An act for the more

“ effectual ſuppreſſion of focieties eſtabliſhed for ſeditious and trea

“ ſonable purpoſes, and for better preventing treaſonable and feditious

practices, ” certify upon oath , that the ſaid Lodge, of which we

are reſpectively members as aforeſaid , hath, before the paſſing of the

ſaid act, been uſually held under the denomination of a Lodge of

Freemaſons, under the Conftitution of England, and in conformity

to the rules prevailing among the Societies or Lodges of Freemaſons

in this kingdom . A. B.

C. D.

Sworn at the

in the year of our Lord 1800.

before

day of

FORM OF REGISTER.

Here inſert

the name of TO WIT ,

the

A Regiſter to be enrolled, purſuant to an act of the 39th year ofhis

preſent Majeſty, intitled , “ An act for the more effectual ſup ,

" preſfion of ſocieties eſtabliſhed for ſeditious and treaſonable purs

“ poſes, and for better preventing treaſonable and ſeditious practices, "

of a Lodge of Freematons, caled the Lodge of being

No. and uſually held at the houſe of in

in the county aforeſaid , on (bere fiate the time ofmeeting) and compoſed

of the following members , viz .

Chriftian and Surnames. Place of Abode .
Title , Profellion , or

Buſineſs .

On our conforming to this act, which I am

convinced every Maſon in this country will moſt

cheerfully do, we may, in defiance of all the falſe

charges againſt the Society, reft ſecure in our

eo



348 ILLUSTRATIONS

lodges, and practiſe our rites, under fanction of

the beſt conſtitution , and the mildeſt legiſlature on

earth .

We ſhall now proceed to conſider the farther

progreſs of the Society in England, and record

ſome of the principal occurrences which have taken

place within the laſt three years.

On the 4th of October 1798, the General 117

firmary at Sheffield was opened , and dedicated in

folemn form in the preſence of a ſplendid com .

pany of brethren from all the lodges in the county

of York. Lord Fitzwilliam, Lord Galway, the

truſtees of the charity, and many of the moſt re

fpectable gentlemen in the neighbourhood, attended

on the occaſion .

The accounts from the Provincial Grand Lodges

at this time, afforded the moft pleaſing profpe & s

of the future proſperity of the Society, and of the

great increaſe of members in the lodges under

their feparate juriſdictions. The anniverſary fef

tivals in the different counties were obſerved with

the ſtricteſt regularity , and all the brethren ſeemed

to vie in their exertions to add {plendor to the

Craft, and to reſcue the inſtitution from the unjuft

charges and illiberal aſperſions which had been

thrown out againſt it. Several lodges, animated

by a firm attachment to their king and country,

liberally contributed to the ſupport of government,

and teftified their loyalty , and adherence to the

principles of the conftitution , by the moſt affec

tionate addreſſes to their Sovereign.

An event of real importance to the Society now

particularly claims our attention , and further proves
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our benevolence : it is the inſtitution of a new Ma.

fonic Society, for the relief of fick, aged, and impri

ſoned brethren, and for the protection of their wie

dows, children , and orphans. This Society is elta

bliſhed under the patronage of the Prince of Wales,

the Earl of Moira, and all the other acting Officers

of the Grand Lodge ; who, in order to render its

advantages more generally known, have particularly

recommended it to all the Provincial Grand Maſters

in their ſeveral diſtricts. The individuals who are

enrolled members of this Society , and are in embar .

raſſed circumſtances, have every reaſon to expect

more ample aid than is uſually given in other bene.

fit ſocieties, as the greater part of the ſubſcribers to

the common Rock are reſpectable characters, who

have not the moſt diftant idea of becoming burden

ſome to the fund . The inode of ſelecting themem

bers is alſo highly judicious and proper, as no one

can be admitted unleſs he be recommended by the

Maſter of a lodge, who muſt vouch for him as being

a man of irreproachable character and regular ha

bits ; and ſo ſtrictly is this rule obſerved, and ſo

cautious are the original inſtitutors of the Charity

that no improper perſons be enrolled, we are in

forined that ſeveral hundrednameshave been already

rejected. This inſtitution therefore may operate

toward the improvement of morals and ſtrict regu.

larity of conduct, while the ſubſcribers are gratified

with the pleaſing proſpect of extending relief to

the truly induſtrious and deſerving. Above 2500

names are enrolled, and the ſubſcriptions already

received amount to ſeveral thouſand pounds. The

funds have alſo conſiderably increaſed, not only by i

6
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many voluntary donations from a number of emi

nenť brethren who have patroniſed the Charity ,

but by the addition of one guinea to the firſt an

nual fubfcription having been paid by every mem

ber admitted fince the 25th of June 1800. Thus

has been eſtabliſhed , under a very refpectable ban

ner , the Maſonic Benefit Society, which under wife

and prudent regulations may be productive of the

moſt beneficial effects .

The following is an abftract of the Rules and

Orders of this Society :

Any Brother of fair character, being a ſubſcribing member of a

regular lodge under the conſtitution of England, and recommended

by a member of this Society who is Maſter of a lodge, is capable

of admillion .

No perſon above 45 years of age is admitted a member of this

Society , unleſs he give proper fecurity that he will not become

chargeable in his own perſon to the fund ; which, thnugh under

this reſtriction , ſhall always be liable to the proviſions for his

widow and children , after his deceaſe .

The ſubſcription is one guinea per annnm ; and at the end of twenty .

four months the ſubſcriber becomes a free member, and is entitled

to all the benefits of the Society .

Members when fick , lame, or blind, are to be entitled to fourteen fhil

lings per week .

L

Members in reduced circumſtances, and impriſoned for debt, are to be

allowed a ſum not exceeding four ſhillings per week,, if found not

unworthy of aid .

Members who through old age become incapable rif earning their

living , ale to be ailowed fix millings per week till the firſt general

court, and afterwards ſuch a penfion for life as their ſituation may

require, and the funds of the Society will admit.

I he widows of members, if their circumſtances require it, are to be

allowed the ſum of four ſhillings per week, and two thillings per

week for every lawful child under twelve years of age .

The orphans of members, nct otherwiſe provided for, are to be entitled

to the ſum of four fhillings per week for their maintenance, and a

further ſum at a proper age as an apprentice-fee,
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A general court of all the ſubſcribers is to be held once a year, to

fill up any vacancy which may have happened among the truſtees,

chooſe committee - men, make bye-laws, c . The other affairs

of the Society are to be managed by a quarterly and monthly Com

mittee, a Committee of Auditors, and an A & uary.

Having ſtated in a preceding part of this hiſtory

the initiation of the King of Sweden into Maſonry,

under the auſpices of the Duke of Sudermania *,

it may not be unintereſting to our readers to lay

before them the reſult of a correſpondence which

was opened this year between the Grand Lodges

of Sweden and England. Nothing can more truly

ſhew the high eſtimation in which the Engliſh

Mafons are held abroad , than the repeated appli

cations that are conſtantly made to the Grand

Lodge of England for the purpoſes of effecting a

focial union and correſpondence .

At the Grand Lodge held at Freemaſons' hall

on Wedneſday the roth April 1799, preſent the

right honorable Earl of Moira Acting Grand

Mafter as Grand Maſter ; the Baron de Sil

verhjelm , minifter from his majeſty the king of

Sweden to the court of Great Britain , prefented to

the Grand Maſter in the chair the following Letter

from the National Grand Lodge of Sweden, which

was read :

TO THE GLORY

or THE GRAND ARCHITECT OF THE UNIVERSE.

We Charles, by the grace of God Hereditary Prince of the Swedes,

Goths, and Vandals, Duke of Sudermarsie, Heir of Norway , Duke '

of Sleſwick, Holttein , Stormarric, and Dittmarche, Count of Olden,

burg and Delmenhorſt, Grand Admiral of Sweden, Vicar of So.

lomon of the 7th and gth Province, and National Grand Maſter of

all the Lodges reunited under the Grand Lodge of Sweden working

See page 320
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in the Royal Art within the ſtates and dominions dependent on our

auguſt Sovereign, Maſter and Protector, his Majeſty the King of

Sweden,

STRINGTH , HEALTH , AND PROSPERITY .

To the Moſt Illuſtrious, Moft Enlightened, Molt Sublime, Moſt

» Venerable and Venerable the National Grand Ludge of England,

the National Grand Maſter, Deputy Grand Maſter, Grand War

dens , Grard Dignitaries, Grand Officers fuperior and inferior,

and Worſhipful Members,

UNION , CONTENT, AND WISDOM.

Most Illuftrious and Moft Enlightened Bre : bren,

To contract an intimate, ſincere , and permanent tie between the

National Grand Lodge of Sweden and that of England, has long reen

ardently our object : but if temporary circumſtances have delayed the

effect of our wiſhes, the preſent moment leaves us at liberty . Our

Order, which enjoys in the two States the ſame privileges and the

fame protection of government, is not obliged to ſeek for ſecurity in

darkneſs ; and our labours approved , as known, to promote the

public good , are proiected by the power of our Sovereigns ; enjoying

the ſacred rights of true liberty, ( their eſſence, ) in being able with

out danger to exerciſe thoſe charitable deeds towards the unfortunate,

which are the principal objects of our duty.

This uniformity of ſituation as well as the fundamental prin.

ciples of the Craft which we equally profeſs, authoriſes us to con

Solidate and to draw cloſer a confidence, friendthip, and reciprocal

union between two bodies, whoſe common object is the good of hua

manity, who mutually confider friendſhip as the nerve, and the love

of our neighbour as the pivot of all our labours , Deeply pene

trated by theſe principles , we ſend the Moſt Illuſtrious Brecher

George Baron de Silverlijelm , decorated with the higheſt Degrees of

Maſonry , as our Plenipotentiary, to preſent to the Mof Enlightened ,

Moft Sublime , and Most Venerable the National Grand Lodge of

England our affectionate greeting . He is charged on our part to ex

preſs to you the fincere eſteem we bear you , and how deſirous we

are to contract with you a fixed and permanent union . We pray

therefore that you will receive him amongſt you as the bearer of our

fraternal ſentiments, and that you will be pleaſed to give faith and

credence to all that he may ſay on our part, conformable to theſe our

cordial profeſſions.

The union which is the baſis of our labours being once eftabliſhed

between two nations who seciprocally eſteem each other, and who

are both known to poffefs the requifice qualities of all Free and Aca
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deavours ;

cepeed Maſons, it wiil conſolidate for ever the foundation of the

Maſonic Temple, whoſe majeſtic edifice will endure to future ages.

May the Moſt High, the Grand Architect of the Univerſe, deign

to be favourable :o the wiſhes we offer for the ſucceſs of your en

and we remain always, Moſt Illuſtrious and Moft En.

lightened Brothers, by the Sacred Numbers,

Your devoted Brother ,

CHARLES, Duke of Sudermania,

Grand Lodge of Sweden, G. A. REUTERHOLM;

24th Jan: 5798 . Grand Chancellor.

This letter being read , it was reſolved unani

mouſly, that the Grand Maſter be requeſted to re

turn an Anſwer on the part of the Society to the

Duke de Sudermania , expreſſive of every ſenti

ment correſpondent to the warm and brotherly

Addreſs received ; and that the Baron de Silverhjelm

be received as the repreſentative of the Grand

Lodge of Sweden, and have a ſeat with the Grand

Officers at all meetings of the Grand Lodge.

At the next Grand Lodge, which was held at

Freemaſons' hall on Wedneſday the 8th May

1799, preſent the right hon. the Earl of Moira

Acting Grand Maſter as Grand Maſter in the

chair ; the Earl of Moira reported, that his

royal highneſs the Grand Maſter had been

pleaſed , on the part of the Society, to return the

following Anſwer to the Letter received from the

Duke de Sudermania, Grand Maſter of Sweden .

In the Name of tbe Grand Arcbi!e87 of the Univerfs.

GEORGE Prince of Wales, &c. &c . &c.

STRENGTH, HEALTH, AND PROSPERITY.

To our very dear, very Illustrious, and very Enlightened Brother

Charles Duke of Sudermania, &c . &c. &c.

UNION, CONTENTMENT, AND WISDOM .

It was with the trueſt ſatisfaction , Moſt Illuſtrious, Moft Wor.

hipful, and Moſt Enlightened Brother, that I received t.e -Letter in
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which you expreſs your deſire to ſee an intimate connection eſta .

bliſhed between the worthy and regular Maſons of Sweden and thoſe'

of England . The high opinion that I have of your character, and

the fraternal eſteem which is the conſequence of it , add greatly to

the pleafure I feei on your being on this occafion the voice of your

brethren. A reciprocal ſentiment has long diſpoſed theſe two brave

nations to admire each other : but this admiration , howſoever gene

rous, is barren ; it is therefore to be wiſhed that it ſhould be improved

by a cloſe relation between the miembers of a Craft, the exiſtence of

which in each of the countries is founded on beneficence to man

kind .

I am earreitly intreated by my breihren of the Grand Lodge of

England to requeſt that you , very illuſtrious and very enlightened

Brother, will impart their moſt unaniin us and moſt cord al concur ,

rence in theſe diſpoſitions to the Grand Lodge of Sweden .

We are
fully ſenſible how much a courſe of communication muſt

con'ribute to prefcrve that fimplicity which has for ſo many centuries

diftinguiſhed the Craft ; a ſimplicity at once dignified in itſelf , and ſa

tisfactory as a pledge towards every government that affords us pro,

tection . Let us unite to maintain it. Let us proſcribe all thoſe

innovations which can enable either dangerous enthufiafts or profligate

conſpirators to work in darkneſs under the hallowed veil of our Iviti

tulion ; and let qur labours, like thoſe of our predeceffors, be cha.

racteriſed by our adoration of the Almighty, by our ſubmiſſion to the

government of our country, and by our love to our neighbour. Theſe

principles will juſtify the protection which you receive from your

auguſt Sovereign, and which we fimilarly enjoy under our ineſtimable

Father and King.

May the Great Architect of the Univerſe be propitious to the

nows which we wilt unceafingly offer to Heaven for the welfare of

thoſe two magnanimous Protecto: s of our Brotherhood; and

ſhed upon you , moft illuftrious and moſt enlightened Brother, and

upon your worſhipful fellow -labourers in the Craft, the inexhauſtible

fruits of his benevolence .

I ſalute you by the Sacred Numbers,

( Signed ) GEORGE, P.

London, 8th May 1799.

By command ofthe Grand Maſter, ( L. S. )

· WM . WHITE, G, S.

may he

From the above correſpondence, and the happy

opening of a regular communication between the
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Grand Lodges of England and Sweden, there

is the greateſt reaſon to believe that the beſt effects

will reſult, and that, agreeably to the wiſh of

every zealous brother, à friendly and laſting in

tercourſe will be preſerved with the Freemaſons

of both kingdoms.

In detailing the farther events of this period the

following circumſtance is too important to eſcape

our notice.

On the 15th of May 1800, juſt as his Majeſty

entered his box at Drury-lane theatre, and was

bowing to the audience with his uſual condeſcens .

fion, a perſon who ſat in the ſecond row from the

orcheſtra, toward the middle of the pit, got up on

the feat, and levelling a horſe- piſtol towards the

king's box, fired it. Fortunately at the moment a

gentleman who ſat next him raiſed the arm of the

aſſaſſin , ſo as to direct the contents of the piſtol

toward the roof of the box, by which means the

life of his Majeſty was happily preſerved. The man

dropt the piſtol, and was immediately ſeized . He

was conveyed to the Green-room, where he under

went a private examination . Terror, diſmay, and

rage were marked in every countenance exceptthat .

of his Majeſty, who fat with the utmoſt ſerenity,

while the Queen , who was juſt near enough to hear

the report of the piſtol and ſee the flaſh , collected

confidence from his magnanimity. The royal

Family ſat out the play of She would and she would

not, with the farce of The Humouriſt, and enjoyed

the happineſs of receiving from every individual

the warmeſt teſtimonies of affection . At the con
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clufion of the play God ſave the King was thrice

ſung, accompanied by the ecſtatic plaudits of every

part of the audience , and at the end of the farce

it was again repeated , with the following lines an

nexed, written by Mr. Sheridan on the ſpur of the
moment :

From every latent fo®,

From the aflaffin's blow,

God ſave the King

O'er him thine arms extend ;

For Britain's fake defend

Our father, prince, and friend.

God ſave the King.

Nothing could equal the indignation which was

univerſally felt by the populace at this daring at

tempt on the life of a Sovereign who juftly reigns

in the hearts of his people, and who never by one

act of his life provoked their reſentment.

The name of the affaffin was James Hadfield,

who had ferved his apprenticeſhip to a working

ſilverſmith, and enliſted in the 15th regiment of

light dragoons, in which he had boldly fought for

his king and country . On his examination at the

theatre before the duke of York, he turned to his

royal highneſs and ſaid , “ I know youl , God bleſs

“ you-you are a good fellow . I have ſerved with

“ your highneſs, and (pointing to a deep cut over

“ his eye , and another long ſcar on his cheek ) I

got there, and more than theſe, in fighting by

your
fide. At Lincelles I was left three hours

“ among the dead in a ditch, and was taken pri

s ſoner by the French . I had my arm broke by a

" thot, and got eight fabre wounds in my head :
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« but I recovered , and here I am.” From this

time he began to fhew manifeft ſigns of mental de

rangement. He was committed to Cold Bath Fields

priſon for the evening, and in the morning brought

before the Privy -Council for further examination,

When minifters were preſling him to anſwer many

queſtions, he ſullenly replied, “ I fired the piſtol,,

“ loaded with two flugs, at the King ; -what

« would
you have more ?" He refuſed to anſwer

any other queſtions ; and was fully committed to

Newgate for trial . On the 26th of June he was

brought up to Weſtminſter Hall, and tried in the

court of King's Bench. After the examination of

an immenſe number of witneſſes, and a trial of

eight hours, the jury found the priſoner “ Not

“ Guilty, being under the influence of infanity at

" the time the act was done.” He was then re

moved to Newgate, and ordered into confinement

for life .

On this happy eſcape of his Majeſty from ſo

daring an attempt on his life , addreffes poured in

from every quarter of the kingdom ; and in ſuch

general teſtimonies of loyalty and attachment, it

could ſcarcely be expected that the Society of Free

mafons, over which the Prince of Wales was the

profeffed Patron, would be backward. At a fpe

cial Grand Lodge, therefore, convened at Free

maſons'- Hall on Thurſday the 3d of June, the

following Addreſs was unanimouſly voted , and

afterwards preſented to his Majeſty by the Prince

of Wales in perſon at the firſt levee.

Muft gracious Sovereign ,

The danger to which your Majeſty was expoſed in the atrocious

atrempt lately made againſt your facred perfun , whilft it filled the
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hearts of all in this country with alarm and abhorrence, has au

thoriſed every claſs of your ſubjects to offer at your throne the ex

preſſions of their ardent attachment, without fear of incurring the

charge of intruſion .

Vouchſafe, Sire , under this conſtruction , to admit the homage of

a deſcription of men who, in ordinary circumſtances, could not as

a body tender the profeffion of that devotion to your royal perſon and

to your government, which it is their boaſt to cherish , not in their

individual capacities alone, but in their peculiar aſſociation .

The law, by permitting, under certain regulations, the meetings

of Freemaſons, has defined the exiſtence of the Society ; binding,

at the fame time, the members of it, by a new obligation of grati

tude for the confidence extended towards them , to labour, as far as

their feeble powers mayapply, in inculcating loyalty to the King, and

reverence to the ineſtimable fabric of the Britiſh conſtitution .

being ſo acknowledged , we ſhould think ourſelves wanting in the

firſt duty , towards your Majeſty and towards that conſtitution , did we

not approach your Majeſty with the teſtimony of our feelings on this

awfal occaſion .

À Your Majeſty is therefore implored to receive the humble con

gratulations of the Grand LODGE of FREEMASONS under the

conſtitution of England , ( the Repreſentative Aſſembly of all the

' Lodges under that conſtitution ,) in the name of themſelves and of

all their brethren , on your having been shielded by the hand of Pro

vidence from the deſpera:e and execrable attempt of the affaſſin .

When principles were firſt promulgated in France, which , to

our conception , tended to the overthrow of all peace and order in fo

ciety, we felt ourſelves called upon to depart froin a rule wḥich had

been till then religiouſly obſerved in our aſſociation .

As a veil of ſecrecy conceals the tranſactions at our meetings, our

fellow ſubjects have no aſſurance that there may not be in our afto .

ciation a tendency injurious to their intereſts, other than the general

tenor of our conduct, and a notoriety that the door of Freemaſonry

is not cloſed againſt any claſs, profeſſion, or ſect, provided the indi

vidual defiring admiſſion be unſtained in moral character. To re.

move, therefore , as far as poſſible, any ground for fufpicion , it has

been from time immemorial . a fundamental rule moſt rigidly

maintained , that po political topic thall, on any pretence, be men

tioned in a lodge ,

The ſingular juncture to which we have alluded ſeemed to call for

ſome poſitive declaration which might diſtinctly exhibit our opinions ;

we thence ventured to profefs to your Majeſty the loyalty with which

the Freemaſons of England glowed towards your royal perfon, and

9
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their unalterable attachment to the preſent happy form of government

in this country . But as no foreſight could deviſe a motive of equal

importance with that which then actuated as , the recent occurrence

being of a nature too horrid to be in ſuppoſition as a poſſibility, it

was ſtrongly declared that no precedent Thould be d : awn from that

ſtep ; and that on no future occaſion ſhould the Grand Lodge exerciſe

an advertence to events which might entail upon Freemaſons the

charge of aſſuming the privilege to deliberate as a body upon public

affairs. Hence, Sire, our preſent addreſs has not been ſo early ag

our individual anxiety would have dictated ; for it was requiſite that

a general concurrence ſhould ſanction the Grand Lodge, in a ſecond

relaxation of its rules, before we could jointly expreſs that which we

ſeverally felt in the moſt ardent manner on the ſolemn ſubject.

We have poured forth to the Grand Architect of the Univerſe our

humble thankſgiving, that, to the other bleffings ſhowered on this

country , he has added that of defeating a crime the fole attemptat

which produced univerſal diſmay throughout theſe realms ; and we

earneſily confide in his Divine bounty to preſerve to us and to our

fellow ſubjects, før many , very many , 'years to come, a life ſo im

portant in its example, and ſo ineſtimable in its ſuperintendance over

our happineſs, as that of your Majeſty.

WILLIAM WHITE , G. S. GEORGE, PO

Several falutary regulations were adopted this

year to liquidate the debts of the Society. On a

ſtrict examination of the accounts, it appeared that

theſe debts had conſiderably increaſed ; that 7000l.

remained due from the Society on account of the

hall and tavern , beſides the tontine of : 2501. per

annum , and that the average income of the hall

fund , after paying the intereſt of the debt, the

tontine, and incidental expences , left but a very

ſmall fum towards the reduction of the principal ;

and that many years muft elapſe before the debt

could be materially reduced . In order to diſcharge

this debt therefore, and to render the charity more

extenſive and beneficial, it was reſolved in Grand

Lodge, That every lodge in the liſt, until the debt
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be extinguished, ſhould pay annually in the

month of February to the hall-fund, two ſhillings

for every ſubſcribing member of each lodge ; and

that if any lodge ſhould neglect to conform to this

regulation, it ſhould be conſidered in contempt,

and be ſubject to eraſure from the liſt. It was

alſo reſolved, that a declaration, ſigned by the maſ

ter , wardens, treaſurer, and ſecretary of each

lodge, or any two of them , certifying the number

of ſubſcribing members at Chriſtmas yearly, ſhould

be tranſmitted to the Grand Secretary, with a liſt

of the members, containing their chriſtian and fur.

names, age, profeſſion, and refdence, when made

Maſons, or admitted members, in order to be re

giſtered in the books of the Grand Lodge ; and

alſo the fees preſcribed by the regulations to be

paid for that purpoſe into the hall-fund, viz . for

every Maſon made in London , or within ten miles

thereof, ten ſhillings and fixpence, and in all other

lodges beyond that diſtance, five ſhillings ; and

for every brother made in one lodge and joining

another, two ſhillings and fixpence ; and that no

brother whoſe name had not been regiſtered and

the fees paid as above, ſhould be entitled to relief

from the fund of charity , admiſſion to the benefit

fociety as a member, or have his daughter received

into the Freemaſons' ſchool. This meaſure , we

are happy to find, is likely to have the intended

effect , and the lodges have readily concurred in

the plan of liquidating the debts, ſo that the fums

which have been already paid afford a certain

proſpect of ſpeedily extricating the Society from its

preſent burdens.
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Among the numerous improvements in the city

of London this year, the magnificent range of

building at the Eaſt India Houſe in Leadenhall

ſtreet deſervedly claims our attention . The ele.

gance of the ſtructure confers equal honour on the

Company for whoſe uſe it was built, as on the

perſons who have been employed in its erection ,

The architecture is the deſign of Richard Jupp,

eſq. the Company's ſurveyor, and the work is

finiſhed in a very complete and maſterly ſtyle.

The following is a deſcription of the Pedi.

ment :

COMMERCE, which is repreſented by Mercury,

attended by NAVIGATION, and followed by Tritons

and Sea horſes, is introducing Asia to BRITANNIA,

at whoſe feet ſhe pours out her treaſures. The

KING is holding the ſhield of protection over the

head of BRITANNIA and LIBERTY, who is em

braced by her. By the ſide of his Majeſty ſits

ORDER, attended by RELIGION and JUSTICE. In

the back ground is the City- Barge, &c. near to

which ſtand INDUSTRY and INTEGRITY.
The

THAMES fills the angle to the right hand, and the

Ganges the angle towards the Eaſt .

The ſentiment of the compoſition is, “ That a

" nation can only be truly profperous, when it has

" a King who makes Religion and Juſtice the baſis

~ of his Government, and a Conſtitution , which,

. " while it ſecures the Liberties of the people,

" maintains a due fubordination in the ſeveral

“ ranks of ſociety, and when the Integrity of the

« People fecures to each individual the advantages

" which Induſtry creates and cultivates."

R
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The extended progreſs of the Society of Maſons

at this period, was ſufficiently diſplayed by the

erection of ſome new halls for the lodges in the

country , and the inſtitution of a ſchool in London

for the education and ſupport of the ſons of dif

treffed brethren .

On the 20th of Auguſt, a new hall was built at

Hull by the members of the Rodney Lodge. It

was dedicated in folemn form according to the

rites of Maſonry, in the preſence of three hundred

brethren . The great zeal which was manifeſted

on this occaſion reflects the higheſt honour on the

Lodge, and juſtly merited the marked diſtinction

which was conferred on it by the corporation of

Hull , who, with a numerous aſſemblage of the

moſt eminent characters in the neighbourhood,

honoured the Mafons with their company. An

elegant dinner was provided at the town- hall , at

which all the principal civil and military officers

were preſent, and the whole entertainment was

concluded with the greateſt cordiality and friend

fhip.

11

1

Having now traced the progreſs of Maſonry

from its early dawn in this kingdom, to a very re

cent period , and having ſtated the moſt remark

able occurrences in which the Society has been

intereſted at home and abroad , we ſhall conclude

with a fincere with that the fraternity may proſper,

all narrow prejudices ceaſe to operate, and the ge

nuine principles of the art be more clearly under

ſtood, in order to preſerve its reputation , and

ſecure its original eſtablifhment in the world .



COLLECTION

OF

ODES, ANTHEMS, AND SONGS.

O DE I.

[ By Mr. CUNNINGHAM. ]

HA
AIL to the CRAFT ! at whoſe ſerene command

The gentle Arts in glad obedience ſtand :

Hail, ſacred MASONRY ! of ſource divine,

Unerring ſov’reign of th’ unerring line :

Whoſe plumb of truth , with never-failing ſway,

Makes the join'd parts of ſymmetry obey :

Whoſe magic ſtroke bids fell confuſion ceaſe,
And to the finiſh'd ORDERS gives a place :

Who rears vaſt fructures from thewomb of earth,

And gives imperial cities glorious birth .

To works of Art her merit not confin'd ,

She regulates the morals, ſquares the mind ;

Corrects with care the fallies of the ſoul,

And points the tide of paſſions where to roll :

On Virtue's tablet marks her moral rule,

And forms Her Lodge an univerſal ſchool ;

Where Nature's myftic laws unfolded ſtand ,

And Senſe and Science join'd , go hand in hand. '

O may her ſocial rules inſtructive ſpread ,

Till Truth erect her long neglected head !

Till through deceitful night she dart her ray,

And beam full glorious in the blaze of day !

Till 'men by virtuous maxims learn to move,

Till all thepeopled world her laws approve ,

And Adam's race are bound in brother's love .

* 2
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ODE 11.

[Written by a Member of the Alfred Lodge at Ox

FORD , ſet to Muſic by Dr. FISHER , and performed

the Dedication of Free - MASONS' HALL .]

STROPHE .

AIR .

What folemn rounds on holy Sinai rung,

When heavenly lyres by angel fingers ftrung,

Accorded to th ' immortal lay,

That hymn'd Creation's natal day !

RECITATIVE , accompanied.

'Twas then the ſhouting ſons of morn

Bleſs'd the great omnific Word ;

Abaſh'd hoarſe jarring atoms heard ,

Forgottheir pealing Atrife,

And ſoftly croudedinto life,

When Order, Law , and Harmony were born .

CHORUS

The mighty Maſter's pencil warm,

Trac'd out the lhadowy form ,

And bid each fair proportion grace

Smiling Nature's modeft face .

AIR .

Heaven's rareſt gifts were ſeen to join ,

To deck a finiſh'd form divine,

And fill the ſovereign Artiſt's plan ;

Th’ Almighty's image ſtampt the glowing frame,

And ſeal'dhim with the nobleft name,

Archetype of beauty, Man.

ANTISTROPHE .

SEMICHORUS AND CHORUS

Ye ſpirits pure , that rous'd the tuneful throng,

And loos'd to rapture each triumphant tongue,

Again with quick inſtinctive fire ,

Each harmonious lip inſpire :

Again bid every vocal throat

Diffolve in tender votive ſtrain .
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AIR .

Now while yonder white-rob'd train

Before the myſtic ſhrine ,

In lowly adoration join ,

Now ſweep the living lyre, and ſwell the melting note.

RECITATIVE .

Yet ere the holy rites begin ,

The conſcious ſhrine within

Bid your magic ſong impart,

AIR .

How within the waſted heart,

Shook by paſſion's ruthleſs power,

Virtue trimm'd her faded flower,

To opening buds of faireſt fruit :

How from majeſtic Nature's glowing face,

She caught each animating grace,

And planted there th’immortal root.

EPODB .

RECITATIVE, accompanied.

Daughter of gods , fair Virtue, if to thee
And thy bright fifter, Univerſal Love ,

Soul of all good, e'er fow'd the ſoothing harmony

Of pious gratulation ; from above ,

To us, thy duteous votaries, impart

Preſence divine.

AIR .

-The ſons of antique Art,

In high myſterious jubilee ,

With Pæan loud, and folemn rice,

Thy holy ſtep invite,

And court thy liſteningear,

To drink the cadenceclear,

That ſwells the choral ſymphony.

CHORUS

To thee, by footprofane untrod ,

Their votive hands have rear’d the high abode.

RECITATIVE ,

Here fall your impulſe kind,

Inſpire the tranced mind ;

R 3
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AIR .

And lips of Truth fhall ſweetly tell

What heavenly deeds befit,

The ſoul by Wiſdom's leffon ſmit ;

What praiſe he claims, who nobly ſpurns

Gay vanities of life, and tinſel joys,

For which unpurged fancy burns .

CHORUS .

What pain he ſhuns, who daresbe wiſe ;

What glory wins, who dares excel !

ODE III .

[ Performed at the GRAND Chapter of HARODIM .

Written by Brother NoorTHOUCK . Set to Muſic by

Brother WEBBE. ]

OPENING .

ORDER is Heaven's firſt law : thro ' boundlefs fpace
Unnumber'd orbs roll round their deſtin'd race ;

On earth, as ftri &t arrangements ſtill appear,

Suiting the varying reaſons of the year ;

Beneficence divine preſents to view

Its plenteous gifts to man , in order true ;
Butchief a mind , theſe bleflings to improve,

By arts, by ſcience, by fraternal love .

DIVISION .

When men exalt their views to Heaven's high will,

With ſteady aim their duty to fulfil,

The mind expands, its ftrength appears,

Growing with their growingyears,

Mounting the apex of maſonic ſkilí.

Be this the earneft purpoſe of our lives ,

Succeſs muſt crown the man who nobly ſtrives !

CONCLUSION .

Loud let us raiſe our ſwelling ſtrains,

And Harodim proclaim ,

Of excellence the name ;

Good will to all, love to each other,

The due of every ſkilful brother,

Who worthily our ancient lore maintains.
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Indulgence in pleaſure,

By prudence we meaſure ;

And , cheerfully parting , exchange an adieu ;

Till we meet with freſh vigour, our talks to renew.

ODE IV.

( Performed at COACH - MAKERS ' - Hall . Written by

Mr. Brown . Set to Muſic by Mr. REMY .]

RECITATIVE .

When firſt the golden morn aloft ,

With maiden breezes whiſpåring ſoft,

Sprung from the eaft with roſy wing,

To kils the heav'nly firſt-born ſpring ;

Jehovah then , from hallow'd earth ,

Gave Maſonry immortal birth ;

'Twas then the new creation rung,

And thus the Hoſt of Heaven fung :

AIR .

Hail, hail, o hail, thou ſource of love,

Great Artiſt of this goodly frame !

The earth and ſea , theſky above,

Thou form'ft to thy immortal fame!

SEMI-CHORUS .

To thee, our Sire,

The cherub choir

The air move with ſeraphic found ,

Ye breezes ſweet,

The cadence meat,

And waft it o'er the hallow'd ground.

AIR .

Ten thouſand orbial beauties bright,

Which long confus'd in chaos lay ,

Thou brought ft them forth to give delight,

And make the face of Heaven gay .

SEMI- CHORUS.

To thee, our Sire, & c.

R 4
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RECITATIVE .

'Twas thus the Heavens in concert rung ,

While Nature kind from chaos (prung ,

Brought forth her tender infant green ,

And flowery ſweets, to deck the ſcene:

To finiſh then the Artiſt's plan ,

Of pureſt mould he form’d the Man ;

Then
gave

him an immortal foul ,

And bid him live , and rule the whole ;

While angels , from their golden Mhrine

Sung with angelic ſtrains divine :

AIR

Happy, happy mortals riſe,

Taſtewith us immortal joys,

Blooming on yon ſacred tree ,

Planted by the Deity,

The hallow'd fruit is MASONRY .

Far beyond the pregnant ſky,

There the hopes of Maſons lie,

Malons happy choice above,

Malons every bleſling prove,

Friendſhip , harmony, and love.

RECITATIVE .

Since perfect love and power divine

Firſt gave our ſcience birth,

So friendſhip ſhall our hearts entwine,

And harmonize the earth ;

Behold the virgin hither flies,

To crown us with her bliſsful joys.

AIR .

Blooming as fair Eden's bower,

Friendſhip, goddeſsheavenly bright,

Dropping in a balmy ſhower ,

Breathing concord and delight;
Each Maſon fecls the ſacred fire

Glow with ardour in his heart ;

The flame inſpires him with deſire

To relieve each other's ſmart.



ODES. 369

FULL CHORUS.

From Heaven fince ſuch blelings flow ,

Let every Maſon while below

Our noble ſcience here improve ;

'Twill raiſe his ſoul to realms above,

And make his lodge -- a lodge of love .

ODE V.

- [ By Mr. THOMAS DERMODY . ]

Thou faireft Type of Excellence divine,

Whoſe ſocial links the race of man combine,

Whoſe awful mandates coward vice control ,

And breathe through nature one enlighten'd ſoul ;

From thy mild ſway benignant virtues riſe ,

Pour on the heart , and emulate the ſkies ;

From thy fage voice ſublime Inſtruction ſprings,

While Knowlege waves her many-colourd wings,

And ſtar -ey'd Truth , and Conſcience, holy zeft,

Enthrone True Feeling in the glowing breaſt.

Then deign the labour of thy ſons to guide,

O’er each full line in nervous ſenſe preſide,

Adorneach verſe, each manly thought infame,

And what we gain from Genius give to FAME !

ODE VI.

[ By Mr. WILLIAM WALKER .]

STRIKE to melodious notes the golden lyre !

Spread wide to all around the ardent fame,

Till each rapt boſom catch the facred fire,

And join the glorious theme !

' Tis Maſonry,

The Art ſublimely free,

Where Majeſty has bow'd, and own'd a Brother's name !

Through ample domes wide let the chorus roll,

Reſponſive to the ardour of the foul,

R 5
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Hail ! inſpiring Maſonry !

To thy ſhrine do myriads bend ;

Yet more glorious fhalt thou be,

Till o'er the world thy power extend.

Still to the fons of Earth thy Light diſpenſe,

And all ſhall own thy facred influence.

Though Genius fires, yet faint his rays appear ,

Till thy myſterious lore the ſoul refine ;

'Tis thou to nobleſt heights his thoughts muſt rear,

And make them doubly ſhine.

O Maſonry !

Thou Art ſublimely free !

'Tis thou exalt'ſt the man, and mak’ft him half divine.

Ye Maſons, favour'd men, your voices raiſe !

You ſpeak your glory while you ſing its praiſe .

Hail ! inſpiring Maſonry, &c .

Bleft be the man, and bleft he is , who bears

With virtuous pride a Maſon's facred name ;

And may each Brother, who the bleſſing ſhares,
Enrich the liſt of Fame.

Blett Maſonry !

Thou art ſublimely free !

Heav'n bids thy happy fons, and they thy worth proclaim

With loud aſſent ! their cheerful voices raiſe ,

Theirgreat, immortal Maſonry to praiſe.

Hail ! inſpiring Maſonry, &c .

The tow'r ſky - pointing, and the dome ſublime,

Rais'd by the myſtic rules and forming pow'r ,

Shall long withſtand the iron tooth of Time,

Yet till their fall is ſure :

But Maſonry,

The Art ſublimely free ,

Founded by God himſelf, thro' time ſhall firm endure.

Still fall its ſons their grateful voices raiſe ,

And joyful ſound their Great Grand Maſter's praiſe.

At thy fhrine, O Maſonry !

Shall admiring nations bend.

In future times thy ſons ſhall ſee

Thy fame from pole to pole extend.

To worlds unknown thy heav'n -born Light diſpenſe,

And fyftems own thy ſacred influence.
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ODE VII.

Wake the lute and quiv'ring ftrings,

Myftic truths Urania brings;

Friendly vifitant, to thee

We owe the depths of MASONRY ;
Faireſt of the virgin choir,

Warbling to the golden lyre,

Welcome ; here thy ART prevail !

Hail ! divine Urania , hail !

Here in Friendſhip's ſacred bower,

The downy-wing'd and ſmiling hours:

Mirth invites, and ſocial Song,
Nameleſs myſteries among

Crown the bowl, and fill the glaſs ,

To every virtue, every grace,

To the BROTHERHOOD reſound

Health , and let it thrice go round.

We reſtore the times of old,

The blooming glorious age of gold ;

As the new creation free,

Bleft with gay Euphrofyne ;

Wewith godlike Science talk,

And with fair Aftræa walk ;

Innocence adorns the day,

Brighter than the ſmilesof May.

Pour the roſy wine again ,

Wake a louder, louder ſtrain ;

Rapid zephyrs, as ye fly ,

Waft our voices to the ſky ;

While we celebrate the NINE,

And the wonders of the Trine,

While the Angels fing above,

As we below , of Peace and LOVE.
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O DE VIII .

[By Brother DUNCKERLBY .]

ALMIGHTY Sire ! our heavenly king,

Before whoſe ſacred Name we bend ,

Accept the praiſes which we fing,

And to our humble prayer attend !

All hail , greatarchitect divine !

This univerſal frame is thine.

Thou who did'ft Perfia's king command,

A proclamation to extend,

That Iſrael's fons might quit his land,

Their holy temple to attend .

That ſacred place where three in one,

Compris’d thy comprehenſive Name ;

And where the bright meridian fun

Was ſoon thy glory to proclaim.

Thy watchful eye , a length of time ,

The wond'rous circle did attend :

The glory and the power be thine,

Which ſhall from age to age deſcend.

On thy omnipotence we reſt,

Secure of thy protection here ;

And hope hereafter to be bleſt,

When we have left this world of care .

Grant us, great God , thy powerful aid

To guide us through this vale of tears ;

For where thy goodneſs is diſplay'd ;

Peace fooths the mind, andpleaſure cheers .

Inſpire us with thy grace divine ,

Thy facred law our guide ſhall be :

To every good our hearts incline,

Fromeveryevil keep us free.

All hail ! &c .

- >
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O DE IX.

[By the Same.]

HAIL , univerſal Lord !

By heaven and earth ador'd :

All hail ! great God !

Before thy Name we bend,

To us thy grace extend ,

And to our prayer attend .

All hail ! great God !

O DE X.

[ Set to Muſic by Dr. ARNOLD .]

Assist me, ye fair tuneful Nine,

Euphroſyne, grantme thy aid ,

While the honours I fing of the Trine,

Prefide o'er my numbers, blithe maid ;

Ceaſe Clamour and Faction , oh ceaſe ,

Fly hence all ye cynical train ;

Diſturb not, diſturb not the lodge's ſweet peace,

Where Silence and Secrecy reign.

Religion untainted here dwells,

Here the morals of Athens are taught ;

Great Hiram's tradition here tells

How the world out of chaos was brought.

With fervency, freedom , and zeal,

Our maſter's commands we obey ;

No lowen , no lowen our ſecrets can ſteal,

No babbler our myft'ries betray .

Here Wiſdom her ſtandard diſplays,

Here nobly the Sciences ſhine ;

Here the temple's vaſt column we raiſe ,

And finish a work that's divine .

Illum'd from the Eaſt with pure light,

Here Arts do their bleflings beſtow ;

And, all perfect, all perfect , unfold to the fight,

What none but a Maſon can know .
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If on earth any praiſecan be found ,

Any virtue unnam'd in my ſong ,

Any grace in the univerſe round,

May theſe to a Maſon belong !

May each brother his paffion fubdue,

Proclaim charity , concord , and love ;

And be hail'd , and be bail'd by the thrice happy few

Who preſide in the Grand Lodge above !

O DE XI.

URANIA, hail ! to thee we fing,

And all with pleaſure own the lay ;

Which from thyſacred fountain ſpring ,

To clad the free-born fons of day ;

O ftill attend our meetings here,

With peace ſerene, and joy fincere.

True joys unruffled, calm repoſe,

In friendſhip's facred band behold ,

The happy recompence of thoſe

Who laws and liberty uphold ;

Who ſcorn all baſe , unmanly views,

From vice refrain , and virtue chooſe .

May each Free-maſon good and true,

In Britain's ille be ever found ;

And in remoteft regions top,

May love and harmony abound ;
And all confeſs true Wiſdom's

power,

Till Time and Maſons are no more,

ODE XII.

ARISE , gentle Muſe , and thy wiſdom impart

To each borom that glows with the love of our Art ;

For the bliſs that from thy infpiration accrues ,

Is what all Ihould admire , and each Maſon purſues,

CHORUS

Hence Harmony ſprings, 'tis the cement of love,

Fair freedom on earth , and bright union above.

5
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Tho' malice our joy ſhould attempt to control,

Tho' diſcord around like an ocean ſhould roll;

To the one we'll be deaf, to the other be blind,

For wiſdom alone is the ſtrength of the mind.

The bright charms of beauty for ever will thine ,

Our Art to adorn with a luſtre divine,

Till Time, circling round , ſhall unfold the great truth ,

Which thus has united the fage and the youth.

:

ANTHEM I.

Grant us, kind Heaven ! what we requeſt,

In Maſonry let us be bleft ;

Direct us to that happy place

Where Friendſhip (miles in every face :

Where Freedom and ſweet Innocence

Enlarge the mind and cheer the ſenſe .

Where ſcepter'd Reaſon , from her throne,

Surveys the Lodge, and makes us one ;

And Harmony's delightful ſway

For ever ſheds ambroſial day :

Where we bleſt Eden's pleaſures taſte,

While balmy joys are our repart.

No prying eye can view us here ;

No fool or knave difturb our cheer :

Our well- form'd laws ſet mankind free,

And give relief to miſery :

The poor, opprefs'd with woe and grief,

Gain from our bounteous hands relief,

Our Lodge the ſocial Virtues grace,

And Wiſdom's rules we fondly trace ;

Whole Nature open to our view ,

Points out the paths we ſhould purſue.

Let us ſublift in lafting peace,

And may our happineſs increaſe !
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ANTHEM II.

By Maſons' Art th ' aſpiring dome

On ſtately columns Thall ariſe ,

All climates are their native home,

Their godlike actions reach the ſkies,

Heroes and kings revere theirname,

While poets fing cheir laſting fame.

Great, noble, gen'rous, good , and brave ;

All virtues they muſt juftly claim ;

Their deeds ſhall livebeyondthe grave,

And thoſe unborn their praiſe proclaim .

Time ſhall their glorious acts enrol ,

While love and friendſhip charm the ſoul.

ANTHEM III .

« Let there be light !” — the Almighty ſpoke,

Refulgent ſtreams from chaos broke,

To illume the riſing earth !

Well pleas'd the Great Jehovah flood

The Power Supreme pronounc'd it good,

And gave the planets birth !

In choral numbers Maſons join ,

To bleſs and praiſe this light divine.

Parent of light ! accept our praiſe !

Who thedd'it on us - thy brighteſt rays,

The light that fills his mind

By choice ſelected , lo ! we ſtand,

By friendſhip join'd , a ſocial band !

That love that aid mankind !

In choral numbers, &c.

The widow's tear - the orphan's cry

All wants our ready hands fupply,

As far as power isgiven !

The naked clothe - the pris’ner free

Theſe are thy works, ſweet Charity !

Reveal'd to us from Heaven !

In choral numbers, &c.
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ANTHEM IV.

To Heaven's high Architect all praife,

All praiſe, all gratitude be given ;

Who deign'd the human ſoul to raiſe ,

By myſtic ſecrets ſprung from Heaven.

CHORUS

Sound aloud the Great JEHOVAH's praiſe ;

To him the dome, the temple raiſe.

SONG I.

[ Tune, Attic Fire. ]

Arise , and blow thy trumpet, Fame !

Free-maſonry aloud proclaim ,

To realms and worlds unknown ;

Tell them 'twas this , great David's ſon ,

The wiſe , the matchleſs Solomon,

Pris'd far above his throne,

The ſolemn temple's cloud -capttowers,

Th' aſpiringdomes are works ofours,

By us thoſe piles were rais'd :

Then bid mankind with fongs advance ,

And through th ' ethereal vaſt expanſe,

Let Maſonry be prais'd !

We help the poor in time of need ,

The naked clothé , the hungry feed ,

'Tis our foundation ſtone :

We build upon the nobleſt plan ,

For friendſhip rivets man to man , Chorus three times.

And makes us all as one.

Still louder, Fame ! thy trumpet blow ;

Let all the diſtant regions know

Free -maſonry is this :

Almighty Wiſdom gave it birth ,

And Heaven has fix'd it here on earth ,

A type of future bliſs !
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SONG II .

[ Tune, He conles, &c . ]

UNITE , unite, your voices raiſe ;

Loud , loudly fing Free-maſons' praiſe :

Spread far and wide their ſpotleſs fame,

And glory in the ſacred name.

Behold, behold, the upright band,

In Virtue's paths go hand in hand ;

They ſhun each ill, they do no wrong ,

Striết honour does to them belong.

How juſt, how juſt are all their ways,

Superior far to moral praiſe !

Their worth , deſcription far exceeds,

For matchlefs are Free-maſons' deeds.

Goon , go on , ye juſt and true ,

Still, ftill the ſame bright paths purſue;

Th'admiring world fall on ye gaze,

And Friendſhip’s altar ever blaze .

Begone, begone, fly diſcord hence !

With party rage, and infolence !

Sweet Peace ſhall bleſs this happy band,

And Freedom (mile throughout the land .

SONG III.

[ Tune, Rule Britannia . ]

When earth's foundation firft was laid,

By the almighty Artiſt's hand ,

'Twas then our perfect, our perfect laws were made,

Eſtabliſh'd by his ſtrict command.

CHORUS .

Hail , myſterious ; hail , glorious Maſonry !

That makes us ever great and free .

In vain , mankind for thelter fought,

In vain from place to place did roam ,

Until from heaven , from heaven he was taught

To plan, to build , to fix his home.
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Illuſtrious hence we date our Art,

Which now in beauteous piles appear ;

And ſhall to endleſs, to endleſs time impart,

How worthy and how great we are .

Nor we leſs fam'd for every tie

By which the human thought is bound ;

Love, truth , and friendſhip , and friendſhip ſocially

Unite our hearts and hands around .

Our actions ſtill by virtue bleft,

And to our precepts ever true' ;

The world admiring, admiring thall requeſt

To learn , and our bright paths purſue.

SONG IV.

[ Tune, Rule Britannia .]

Ere God the Univerſe began,

In one rude chaos matter lay,

And wild diſorder over- ran ,

Nor knew oflight one glimmering ray ;

While , in darknels, o'er the whole
Confufion reign'd without control.

Then God aroſe , his thunders hurl'd,

And bade the elements ariſe ;

In air hehungthe pendent world,

And o'er it ſpread the azure ſkies ;

Stars in circles caus'd to run,

And in the centre fix'd the Sun.

Then Man he callid forth out of duft,

And form’d him with a living foul ;

All things committed to his truft,

And made him ruler of the whole ;

But, ungrateful unto Heaven,

The rebel was from Eden driven.

From thence proceeded all our woes,

Nor could mankind one comfort cheer ;

Until Free -maſonry aroſe,

And form'd another Eden here ;

' Tis only on Maſonic ground,

Pleaſure with innocence is found .
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' Tis here the pureſt fountains flow ,

Here naught corrupt can enter in ;

Here trees of knowlege ftately grow ,

Whofe fruit we taſte, exempt from fin ;

In friendſhip ſweet we ſtill abound,

While guardian Angels hover round .

SONG V.

[Written by Brother NoorTHOUCK, and fung in the

PROVINCIAL GRAND Lodge atMargate in Kent,

June 12 , 1786 , by Brother ROBSON . ]

[ Tune, Rule Britannia. ]

While trifles lead the world aſtray,

And vice ſeduces giddy youth ;

Rejoice, my brethren, in this auſpicious day,

That guides a feady few to truth :

Raiſe , raiſe your voices, ye Kentiſh Maſons all,

'Tis SAWBRIDGE rules, obey his call.

Shall Maſonry through Britain ſpread,

And nouriſh every where but here ?

Forbid it, Virtue ! while you our footſteps lead,

Kent foremoſt thall in worth appear :

Huzza, my brethren ! to SAWBRIDGE raiſe the fong,

Our grateful ftrains to him belong.

When Harold's crown the Norman gain'd ,

In Kent a hardy race he found;

Whofe fons to cheriſh , their ancient fame unftain'd

Preſerve it on maſonic ground :

True to your duty , your anceſtors, and land ,

Let SAWBRIDGE lead a worthy band.

Away with politics and news,

Away with controverſies all ;

We're here united , above all party views ,

And gladly hail the ſocial call ;

Fill, fill your glaſſes ; let SAWBRIDGE be che toaſt,

Long may we his protection boaft !
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S O N G VỊ.

[ By J. F.STANFIELD , Sunderland . ]

[ANACREONTIC . ]

Nor the fi & tions of Greece, or the dreams of old Rome,

Shall with viſions miflcad , or with meteors conſume,

No Pegaſus' wings my ſhort foaringsmiſguide ;

Nor raptures detain me on Helicon fide.

All clouds now diſſolve ; from the eaſt beams the day

Truth riſes in glory and wakens the lay.

The eagle-ey'à Mule - ſees the light -- fills thegrove

With the ſong of Freemaſons, of Friendſhip , and Love !

Inſpir'd with the theme , the Divinity Aies ,

And thron'd on a rainbow - before her ariſe

Paſt, Preſent, and Future -- with ſplendidarray ,

In maſonic ſucceſſion , their treaſures diſplay :

She views murder'd Merit by ruffian -hand fall,

And the grave give its deadup, at fellowſhip's call !

While the Craft, by their badges, their innocence prove ;

And the ſong of Freemaſons is Friendſhip and Love !

From thoſe ages remote, ſee the Muſe ſpeeds her way ,

To join in the glories the Preſentdiſplay.

In freedom and friendſhip, ſhe ſees the true band

With their fplendour and virtues illumine the land.

Religion's pure beams break the vapours of night,

And from darkneſs myſterious, the Word gives the light !

While the Lodge here below, as the choirs from above,

Join the ſong of Freemaſons in Friendſhip and Love !

That the Future might keep, what the Preſent beſtows,

In rapture prophetic the goddeſs aroſe ;

As the ſung through the ſkies, angels echo'd the found ,

And the winds bore the notes to the regions around ;

The kind proclamation our ſong ſhall retain,

' Twas . That Maſonry long may its luttre maintain ;

• And till Time be no more ,our fraternity prove,

• That the objects we aim at , aré Friendſhip and Love ! '

1
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SONG VII.

[ Tune, Rural Felicity .

Ye dull ſtupid mortals give o'er your conje &tures,

Since Freemaſons' ſecrets ye ne'er can obtain ;

The Bible and compaſſes are our directors,

And ſhall be as long as this world doth remain .

Here friendſhip inviting, here freedom delighting,

Our moments in innocent mirth we employ ;

CHORUS

Come, fee, Maſons' felicity ,

Working and finging with hearts full of joy.

No other Society that you can mention ,

Which has been, is now , or hereafter ſhall be,

However commendable be its intention ,

Can ever compare with divine Maſonry.

No envy, no quarrels, can bere blaft our laurels,

No paffion our pleaſures can ever annoy :

Come, fee, &c.

To aid one another we always are ready,

Our rites and our ſecrets we carefully guard ;

The lodge to ſupport, we like pillars are ſteady,

No Babel confuſion our work ſhall retard .

Ye mortals , come hither, aſſemble together,

And taſte of thoſe pleaſures which never can cloy .

Come, ſee , &c .

We are to the Maſter for ever obedient,

Whenever he calls , to the lodge we repair ;

Experience has taught' us, that ' cis moſt expedient

To live within compafs, and act on the ſquare .

Let mutual agreement be Freemaſons' cement,

Until the whole univerfe Time ſhall deſtroy :

Come , ſee , ' & c .

SONG VIII.

[ Tune, When Phæbus the tops, &c. ]

While princes and heroes promiſcuouſly fight,

And for the world's empire exert all their might,

We fit in our lodges from danger ſecure,

No hardſhips we meet with , no pains we endure ;
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But each brother cheerfally joins in a long :

Our rites we renew,

Our pleaſures purſue ;

Thus we waft time along.

To reſtleſs ambition we never give way;

Our friends and our ſecrets we never betray :

Henceforth , O ye Heroes, your ravages ceaſe,

And the laurels yewear , to Freemaſons releaſe :

Tho’ye won them by warfare , we claim them by peace ,

They are ours, ours , ours , ours, ours ;

Tho' ye won them by warfare, we claim them by peace .

SONG IX.

[ Tune, Hearts of Oak. ]

No ſect in the world can with Maſons compare,

Soancient, ſo noble the badge which they wear ,

That all other Orders, however efteem'd ,

Inferior to Maſonry juftly are deem'd .

CHORUS

We always are free,

And for ever agree ;

Supporting each other ,

Brother helps brother,

No mortals on earth are ſo friendly as we.

When firſt attic fire mortals glory became,

Tho'ſmall was the ſpark , it foon grew to a flame ;

As Phoebus celeſtial tranſcendently bright,

It ſpread o'er the world a freſh torrent of light.

We always , &c .

The greateſt of monarchs, the wiſeft of men ,

Freemaſonry honour'd again and again ;

And nobleshave quitted all other delights,

With joy to preſide o’er our myftical rites.

We always, &c.

Tho' ſome may pretend we've no fecrets to know ,

Such idle opinions their ignorance Ihow ;

While others, with raptures, cry out, they're reveald,

In Freemaſons' boſoms they ſtill lie conceal’d.

We always, &c .
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Coxcomical pedants may fay what they can,

Abuſe us , ill uſe us, and laugh at our plan ;

We'll temper our mortar, enliven our fouls,

And join in a chorus o'er full flowing bowls,

We always , &c .

SONG X.

By Brother STEPHEN JONES ,

[ Tune, Hearts of Oak. ]

A System more pure ne'er was modell’d by man,

Than that which we boaſt as the Freemaſon's plan ;

It unites all the world by the ſtrongeſt of ties ,

And adds to men's bliſs, while it makes them more wiſe,

From the prince to the boor,

Be he rich , be he poor,

A Mason is a BROTHER ,

And each will help the other,

So grateful the tie is of FREEMASONRY .

That hence flow the pureſt enjoyments of life ,

That baniſh'd from hence are diſſenſion and ſtrife,

That the leſſons are good which we practiſe and teach,

Are truths that our foes vainly ſtrive to impeach .
From the prince, &c.

The greateſt of monarchs, the wiſeft, and beſt,

Have Malons become, and been true to the teſt ;

And fill with that Sanction our rights are purſu'd ,

Admir'd by the wiſe, and approv'd by the good.

From the prince , &c .

Yet let not the “ Man of our hearts” be unſung,

Nor forget the effects of his well - pleading tongue * ;

May the prayers of our orphans to Heaven aſcend,

And ſecure its beſt bleflings for Moira their friend !

From the prince, &c.

* Alluding to a collection of upwards of 500 l . being made for

the Cumberland School, after a ſpeech of the Earl of Moira's in its

behalf, at a public dinner ,
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The talk were too tedious the deeds to record

Ofthe great and the good, that our annals afford ;

In a word , let us utter this truch, to mankind,

There's no temple more pure than the true Maſon'smind.

From the prince, &c . :

SONG XI.

[ Tune, Goddeſs of Eaſe.]

Genius of Maſonry deſcend,

And with thee bring thy ſpotleſs train ;

Conftant our ſacred rites attend ,

While we adore thy peaceful reign ;

Bring with thee Virtue, brighteſt maid ,

Bring Love, bring Truth , and Friendſhip here ;

While ſocial Mirth ſhall lend her aid ,

To ſmooth the wrinkled brow of Care .

Come, Charity , with goodneſs crown'd ,

Encircled in thy heavenly robe,

Diffuſe thy bleſſings all around,

To every corner of the globe :

See where the comes, with power to bleſs,

With open hand , and tender beart,

Which wounded feels at man's diſtreſs,

And bleeds at every human ſmart.

Envy may every ill deviſe,

And Falſehood be thy deadlieſt foe,

Thou, Friendſhip , ftill fhalt towering riſe ,
And fink thine adverſaries low :

Thy well-built pile ſkall long endure ,

Through rolling years preſerve its prime,

Upon a rock it stands fecare,

And brave the rude aſfaults of Tim .

Ye happy few , who here extend ,

In perfect lines , from eaſt to weſt,

With fervent zeal the Lodge defend,

And lock its ſecrets in each breaſt ;

Sirce ye are met upon the ſquare,

Bid'Love and Friendſhip jointly reign ,

Be Peace and Harmony your care ,

Nor break the adamantine chain .

S



386 SONGS.

Behold the planets how they move,

Yetkeep due order as they run ;

Then imitate the ſtars above,

And thine reſplendent as the Sun :

That future Malons, when they meet,

May all our glorious deeds rehearſe,

And ſay, their fathers were ſo great,

That they adorn'd the univerſe.

S O N G XIt.

[ Tune, Arno's Vale. ]

When my divine Althæa's charms

No more Mall kindle ſoft alarms ,

And the keen lightning of her eye

Paffes unfelt, unheeded by ;

When moral Beauty's heavenly form
Shall ceaſe the frozen foul to warm ;

When manners thus corrupt we fee,

Farewell the ſweets of MASONRY !

When Science ſhall withdraw her light,

And Error ſpread a Gothic night ;

When Pity's ſacred ſource is dry,

No pearly dropto melt the eye ;

When Truth thall hide her bluſhing head ,

And familh'd Virtue beg her bread ;

When manners thus corrupt we fee,

Farewell the ſweets of MASONRY !

But while the fair tranſport our ſight,

And moral Beauty's charms delight ;

While Science lifts her torch on high ,

And Pity thaws the melting eye ;

While Truth maintains deſpotic power,

And Virtue charms without a dower ;

While manners thus unſtain'd we fee ,

All hail , the ſweets of MASONRY !

SONG XIII.

On, on , my dear brethren, purſue your great lecture,

Refine on the precepts of old architecture ;
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High honour to Maſons the Craft daily brings,

Who are brothers of princes, and fellows of kings.

We drove the rude Vandals and Goths off the ſtage,

Reviving the art of Auguſtus' fam'd age ;

And Veſpaſian deſtroy'd the vaſt temple in vain ,

Since ſo many now riſe where our principles reign.

The noble five Orders, compos'd with fuch art,

Will amaze the fix'd eye , and engage the whole heart ;

Proportion's ſweetharmony gracing the whole,

Gives our work, like the glorious creation , a ſoul.

Then , Maſter, and brethren , preferve your great game,

This Lodge fo majeſtic will purchaſe you famę ;

Rever'd it ſhall ſtand till all nature expire,

And its glories ne'er fade till the world is on fire ,

See , fee, behold here , what rewards all our toil,

Invigorates genius, and bids nature ſmile ;

To our noble Grand Maſter let bumpers be crown'd ,

To all Maſons, a bumper, ſo let it go round.

Again, my lov'd brethren, again let it paſs,

Our ancient firm union cements with the glaſs :

And all the contention 'mong Maſons ſhall be,

Who better can work, or who better agree.

SONG XIV.

Hall , Maſonry , thou craft divine !

Glory of earth , from Heaven reveal'd ;

Which doth with jewels precious thine,

From all but Maſons eyes conceal'd :

Thy praiſes due , who can rehearſe ,

In nervous prcſe, or flowing verſe ?

All Craftſmen true diſtinguiſh'd are,

Our code all other laws excel ;

And what's in -knowlege choice and rare,

Within our breaſts ſecurely dwell.

The filent breaſt, the faithful heart,

Preſerve the ſecrets of the Art.

$ 2
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From ſcorching heat and piercing cold ,

From beaſts, whoſe roar the foreſt rends .;

From the aſſaults of warriors bold ,

The Malons' Art mankind defends.

Be to this Art due honour paid ,

From which mankird receives ſuch aid .

Enſigns of ſtate that feed our pride,

Diſtinctions troubleſome and vain,

By Maſons true are laid aſide,

Art's free -born fons ſuch toys diſdain .;

Ennobled by the name they bear,

Diſtinguiſh'd by the badge they wear.

Sweet fellowſhip, from envy free,

Friendly converſe of brotherhood ;

The Lodge's laſting cement be,

Which has for ages firmly ſtood .

A Lodge thus built, for ages paft

Has laſted , and ſhall ever lait.

Then let us celebrate the praiſe

Of all who have enrich'd the Art ;

Let gratitude our voices raiſe ,

And each true brother bear a part .

Let cheerful ſtrains their fame reſound,

And living Macons healths go round .

트

SONG XV.

[ Tune, In Infancy, & c. ]

LET Maſonry , from pole to pole,

Her facred laws expand,

Far as the mighty waters roll,

To waſh remoteft land :

That Virtue has not left mankind,

Her ſocial maxims prove,

For ſtamp'd upon the Maſon's mind

Are Unity and Love.
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Aſcending to her native ſky,

Let Maſonry increaſe ;

A glorious pillar rais'd on high ,

Integrity its bafe .

Peace adds to olive boughs , entwin's,

An emblematic dove ,

As ſtamp'd upon the Maſon's mind

Are Unity and Love,

SONG XVI.

[ Tune, In Infancy. ]

HAIL , Maſonry ! thou ſacred Art ,

Of origin divine !

Kind pariner of each ſocial heart,
And fav'rite of the Nine !

By thee we're taught, our acts to ſquare ,

To meaſure lite's ſhort fpan ;

And each infirmity to bear

That's incident to man.

Cho. By thee, & c.

Tho ' Envy's tongue ſhould blaſt thy fame,

And Ignorance may ſneer,

Yet ſtill thy ancient honour'd name

Is to each brother dear :

Then ſtrike che blow, to charge prepare ,

In this we all agree,

« May Freedom be each Maſon's care,

“ And every Maſon free. ”

Cho. Then Itrike the blow, &c .

SONG XVII.

When Heaven deſign'd that man ſhould know

All that was good and great below ;

This was the happy, choice decree,

The bleſſings of Freemaſonry.

Hence Peace and Friendfhip deign to ſmile,

Inſtructive rules the hours beguile :

In ſocial joy and harmony

Are ſpent the hours of Maſonry.

$ 3
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To Beauty's ſhrine they homage pay,

Its power they know, and own its ſway ;

And this their toaſt will always be,

Succeſs to Love and Maſonry .

Of modern learning, ancient lore,

Maſons poffefs an ample ſtore ;

At faction ſpurn, but loyalty

Congenial is with Maſonry. .

When taſte and genius both combine ,

To ſhape the ſtone, or draw the line ;

In fair proportion juſt and free ,

All own the power of Maſonry.

Whate'er in ſculptur'd -ſkill we prize,

Or domes are rear'd , or ſtructures riſe ;

Such wonders ne'er mankind could ſee ,

But from the help of Maſonry.

An edifice we're proud to own,

Of wood not made, nor yet of ſtone ;

Whoſe angles, ſquares, and ſymmetry,

Are emblems of Freemaſonry.

lt's founded on a brother's love,

Relief and Truth its pillars prove ;

Its corner - ſtone is Charity ;

The building's then Free -maſonry.

By Nature rear’d , improv'd by Art,

The manfion view , a Maron's heart ,

Which ne'er was equall'd , all agree,

When modell’d by Free- maſonry.

here may.

SONG XVIII.

[ Tune, Mulberry Tree. ]

Ye ſons of fair Science, impatient to learn ,

What's meant by a Maſon you difcero ;

He ſtrengthens the weak, be gives light to the blind,

And thenaked he clothes- is a friend to mankind .

All fail yield to Maſonry ;

Bend to thee,

Bleft Maſonry ;

Matchleſs was he who founded thee,

And thou, like him, immortal ſhalt be .
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He walks on the level of Honour and Truth,

And ſpurns the wild pailions of Folly and Youth ;

The Compaſs and Square all his frailties reprove,

And his ultimate object is Brotherly Love .

The Temple of Knowlegehe noblydoth raiſe,

Supported by Wiſdom , and Learning its baſe ;

When rear'd and adorn’d , ſtrength and beauty unite ,

And he views the fair ſtructure with conſcious delight .

With Fortitude bleſs'd, he's a ſtranger to fears,
And govern'd by Prudence, he' cautiouſly ſteers ;

Till Temperance ſhews him the port of Content,

And Juſtice unak’d , gives she fign of conſent.

Inſpir'd by his feelings, he bounty imparts ,

For Charity ranges at large in our hearts ;

And an indigent brother reliev'd from his woes ,

Feels a pleaſure inferior to him who beſtows.

Thus a Maſon I've drawn , and expos'd to your view,

And truth muſt acknowledge the figure is true ;

Then members become, let's be brothers and friends,

There's a Secret remaining will make you amends.

SONG XIX.

[ Tune, God ſave the King . )

HAIL , MASONRY divine !

Glory of ages ſhine,

Long may'lt thou reign !

Where'er thy Lodges ftand ,

May they have great command,

And always grace the land ,

Thou Art divine !

Great fabrics ſtill ariſe,

And graze
the azure ſkies,

Great are thy ſchemes !

Thy noble Orders are

Matchleſs beyond compare :

No Art with thee can ſhare ,

Thou Art divine !

$ 4
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Hiram , the architect,

Did all the Craft direct

How they ſhould build ;

Sol'mon , great Iſr'el's king ,

Did mighty bleſſings bring,

And left us ground to fing ,

Hail, royal Art !

Chorus three times

SONG XX.

[ By Brother NoorTHOUCK . )

Le drunkards boaſt the power of wine,

And reel from fide to ſide ;

Let lovers kneel at Beauty's fhrine,

The ſport of female pride ;

Be ours the more exalted part,

To celebrate the Marons ' Art,

And ſpread its praiſes wide.

To dens and thickets dark and rude

For ſhelter beaſts repair ;

With ſticks and ſtráws the feather'd brocd

Suſpend their neſts in zir ;

And man untaught , aswild as there ,
Linds up ſad buts with boughs of trees,

And feeds on wretched fare .

But Science dawning in his mind,

The quarry he explores ;

Induſtry and the Arts combin'd

Izprov'd ail Nature's ſtores :

Thus walls were built , and houſes rear'd ,

No forms or tempeiis now are fear'd

Within iis well fram'd doors.

When ſtately palaces arise ,

When columns grace the hall ,

When towers and ſpires ſalute the ſkies,

We owe to Malors all :

Nor buildings only do they give,

But reach men how within to live ,

And yield 10 Reaſon's call ,
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All party quarrels they deteſt,

For Virtue and the Arts,

Lodg'd in each true Freemaſon's breaſt,

Unite and rule their hearts :

By theſe, while Maſonsſquare their minds,

The ſtate no better ſubjects finds,

None act more upright parts.

When Bucks andAlbions are forgot,

Freemaſons will remain ;

Muſhrooms, each day , ſpring up and rot,

While oaks ſtretch o'er the plain :

Let others quarrel , rant, and roar ;

Their noiſy revels whennomore,

Still Maſonry ſhall reign .

Our leathern aprons we compare

With
garters

red and blue ;

Princes and Kings our brothers are ,

While they our roles purfue ;
Then drink ſucceſs and health to all

The Craft around this earthly ball ,

May Brethren ſtill prove true !

SONG XXI..

Come let us prepare,

We brothers that are

Affembled on merry occafion ;

To drink, laugh, and fing,

Be lie beggar or king ,

Here's health to an Accepted Maſon..

The world is in pain

Our ſecrets to gain ,

And ſtill let them wonder and gaze on :

They ne'er can divine

Theword or the ſign

Of a Free and an Accepted Maſon ..

' Tis this , and ' tis that,

They cannot tell what,

Nor why the great men of thenation

Should aprons put on ,

And make themfelves one;

With a Free and an Accepted Maſon..

!
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Great Kings, Dukes, and Lords,

Have laid by their ſwords,

Our myft'ry to put a good grace on ;

And ne'er been aſham'd

To hear themſelves nam'd

With a Free and an Accepted Maſon.

Antiquity's pride

We have onour fide,

To keep up our old reputation ;

There's naught but what's good

To be underſtood

By a Free and an Accepted Malon .

We're true and fincere,

And juſt to the Fair,

Who will truſt us on any occafion ;

No mortal can more

The Ladies adore,

Than a Free and an Accepted Maſon .

Then join hand in hand ,

By each brother firm ftand ,

Let's be merry, and put a bright face on ;
What mortal can boaft

So noble a toast

As a Free and an Accepted Maſon ?

SONG XXII.

Ye thrice happy few

Whore hearts have been true,

In concord and unity, found ;

Let us fing and rejoice,

And unite every voice,

To ſend the gay chorus around ,

CHORUS .

Like pillars we ſtand,

Animmoveable band ,

Cemented by power from above ;

Then freely let paſs

The generous glaſs

To Maſonry, Friendſhip, and Love.

2
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The GRAND ARCHITECT,

Whoſe word did erect

Eternity, meaſure, and ſpace,

Firſt laid the fair plan

Whereon he began

The cement of friendſhip and peace,

Whoſe firmneſs of hearts,

Fair treaſure of Arts,

To the eye of the vulgar unknown ;

Whoſe luftre can beam

New ſplendor and fame,

To the pulpit, the bar, and the throne.

The great David's ſon,

The wiſe Solomon,

As written in Scripture's bright page ;

A Maſon became,

The fav’rite of Fame,

The wonder and pride of his age.

Indiffoluble bands

Our hearts and our hands

In ſocial benevolence bind ;

For true to his cauſe ,

By immutable laws

A Maſon's a friend to mankind .

Let joy flow around,

And peace, olive bound,

Prefide at our myſtical rites ;

Whole' conduct maintains

Our auſpicious domains,

And freedom with order unites.

Nor let the dear maid

Our myſteries dread,

Or think them repugnant to love ;

To Beauty we bend,

Her empire defend ,

An empire deriv'd from above .

Then let us unite

Sincere and upright

On the level of virtue to ſtand $

/
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No mortal can be

So happy as we,

With a brother and friend in each hand.

SONG XXIII.

When a lodge of Freemaſonsare cloth'd in their aprons,

In order to make a new brother,

With firm hearts and clean hands, they repair to their

And juſtly ſupport one another. [ Aands,

Truſty brother, take care, of eve droppers beware,

' Tis a juſt and a ſolemn occafion ;

Give the Wordand the Blow , that workmen may know ,

There's one aſks to be made a Freemaſon ..

The Maſter ſtands due, and his oficers too ,

While the craftſmen are plying their ftation j

The apprentices ftand, right for the command

of a Free and an Accepted Maſon .

Now traverſe your ground , as in duty you're bound ,

And revere the authentic oration ,

That leads to the way, and proves the firk ray

Of the light of an Accepted Mafon .

Here's Words , and here's Signs , and here's Problems

and Lines ,

And here's room too for deep ſpeculation ;

Here Virtue and Truth are taught to the Youth ,

When firſt he's call’d up to a Mafon.

Hieroglyphics thine bright , and here light reverts light

Onthe rules and the tools of vocation ;

We work and we fing, the Craft and the King,

' Tis both duty and choice in a Mafon .

What is ſaid or is done , is here truly laid down

In this form of our high inſtallation ;

Yet I challenge all men to know what I mean,

Unleſs he's an Accepted Maſon .

The ladies claim right to come into our light,

Since the Apron , they ſay , is their bearing ;

Can they ſubject their will , can they keep their tongues

ſtill ,

And let talking be changed into hearing ?
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Tois difficult taſk is the leat we can aſk ,

To ſecure us on ſundry occaſions;

When with this they'll comply , cùr utmoſt we'll try

To raiſe Lodges for Lady Freemaſons.

Till this can be done , muft each brother ko mum ,,

Though the fair -one ſhould wheedle and teaze on ;

Be juſt, true , and kind , but ſtill bear in mind

At all times that you are a Freemaſon .

SONG XXIV,

[ Tune, Belleifle March. )

In hift'ry we're told , how the Lodges of old

Aroſe in the Eaſt, and thone forth like the Sun ;

But all muſt agree , that divine Maſonry

Commenced when the glorious creation begon ;

With glory divine ' ; oh , long may'lt thou ſhine,

Thou choiceft of bleſſings, derived from above !

Then charge bumpers high , and with houts rend the ſky ..

To Maſonry, Friendship , and brotherly Love.

Cho. With glory divine, & c .

Judea's greatking, whoſe vaft praiſes we fing,

With wifdom contriv'd , while the Temple he plann'd ;

The myiterious Art then took place in each heart,

And Hiram with Solomon went hand in hand :

While each royal Name wis recorded in famé,

Their works Earth and Heaven did jointly approve ;

Then charge bumpers high, and with mouts rend
the ſky ,

To Malonry, Friendſhip , and brotherly Love.

Cho. While each royal , & c .

Then Maſons were true , and the Craft daily grew ;

They liv'd within compaſs, and work'd by the ſquare ;

In friendſhip they dwelt , no ambition they felt,

Their deeds were upright , and their conſciendes clear ;

On this noble plan Freemaſons began ,

To help one another they mutually ftrove ;

Then charge bumpers , high , and with ſhouts rend:

the ky ,

To Malonry , Friendſhip, and brotherly Love.
Cho. On this nable plan, &c .
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Thoſe maxims purſue, and your paſſions ſubduc ,

And imitate thoſe worthy Maſons of yore ;

Fix a Lodge in each breaſt, be fair Virtue your gueſt,

Let Wiſdom preſide, and let Truth tile the door :

So ſhall we ariſe, to an immortal prize,

In that bliſsful Lodge which no time can remove ;

Then charge bumpers high , and with thouts rend
the ky,

To Maſonry, Friendſhip, and brotherly Love,

Che. So ſhall we ariſe, & c .

2

SONG XXV.

( By Brother John RICHARDSON , of the ROYAL

BRUNSWICK LODGE, Sheffield .]

Alone from Arts and Science flow ,

Whate'er inſtructs or charms the eye ;.

Whate'er can fill the mind with awe ,

Beneath yon arched azure ſky.

With heav'nly true mechanic ſkill,

Our great Almighty Mafter wrought;

And in fix days he did fulfil,

What far furpaſſes human thought.

Firm in the centre fixed he

The Sun , to guide the rolling ſpheres ;

The Moon by night a light to be,

And mark us out the months and years.

What tho' no pow'rful lever's ſeen ,

Nor axle , wheel, or pully there ;

Yet they have ever conſtant been,

As Time and Truth to us declare. I

Juſt ſo , our true Maſonic fame

On lofty laſting columns ftands ;

Grac'd with a royal BRUNSWICK's name,

And rear'd beneath his ruling hands.
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SONG XXVI.

( By the fame. ]

is
* O What a happy thing it is,

“ Brethren to dwell in unity :"

Whilſt ev'ry action's ſquar'd by this ,

The true baſe -line of Maſonry,

Our plum-rule fixed to the point,

The Angle of Uprightneſs News ;

From ſideto ſide , from joint to joint,

By ſteps the ſtately manfion roſe.

Whate'er the order or the plan ,

The parts will with the whole agree ;

For , by a geometric man ,

The work is done in ſymmetry.

From Eaſt to Weſt, from North to South ,

Far as the foaming billows roll ;

Faith , Hope, and ſilver - braided Truth ,

Shall ſtamp with worth the Maſon's ſoul.

But, chiefeft, come, ſweet Charity,

Meek, tender, hoſpitable gueſt ;

· Aided by thoſe, inſpir'd by thee,

How tranquil is the Maſon's breaſt !

An olive branch thy forehead binds,

The gift that peerleſs Prudence gave ;

An emblem of congenial minds,

And ſuch maſonic brethren have .

SONG XXVII.

[ To the Brethren of St. James's LODGE, Tarbolton ,

By Robert Burns . ]

[ Tune, Good night, and joy be wi ' you a’.]

Adieu ! a heart -warm , fond adieu !

Dear brothers of the myſtic tie !

Ye favour’d , ye enlighten'd few ;

Companions of my ſocial joy !

Tho' I to foreign lands muſt bie,

Purſuing fortune's flidd'ry ba ',

With melting heart, and brimful eye,

I'll mind you fill, tho' far awa' !
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Oft have I met your ſocial band,

And ſpent the cheerful feſtive night ;:

Oft, honour'd withſupreme command,

Preſided o'èr the ſons of light :

And by that hieroglyphic bright,

Which none but Craftſmen ever ſaw ;

Strong mem’ry on my heart ſhall write

Thoſe happy ſcenes, when far awa' !

May Freedom , Harmony , and Love,

Únite you in the grand deſign ,

Beneath th ' omniſcient eye above ,

The glorious Architect divine !

That you may keep th ' unerring line,

Still riſing by the plummet'slaw ,

Till order bright completely fhine,

Shall be my pray ?r when far awa’ !

And
you , farewel ! whoſe merits claim

Juſtly that higheit badge to wear ;

Heav'n bleſs your honour'd, noble name,

To Maſonry and Scotia dear !

A laſt requeſt permit me here ,

When yearly ye affemble a ',

One round , I aſk it with a tear,

To him , “ The Bard that's far awa ' ! ") .

SONG XXVIII .

As long as our coaſt ſna!! with whiteneſs appear ,

Still Maſons ſtand foremoſt in verſe ;

While Harmony, Friendſhip , and Joys are held dear,

New bands fhail our praiſes rehearſe :

CHORU'S.

Tho' lodges leſs favour'd , leſs happy, decay ,

Deſtroy'd by old. Time as he ruus ;

Tho' Albions, Gregorians , and Bucks , fade away,

Still Maſons Thall live, ſhall live in their fons.

If Envy attempt our ſucceſs to impede,

United we'll trample her down ;

If Faciion ſhould threaten , we'll few we're agreed,
And Diſcord fhall own' we are one .

Cho . Tho? lodges, &e.



SONGS. 401

While with ardour we glow this our Order to raiſe,

Promoting its welfare and peace ,

Old Maſons return our endeavours to praiſe ,

And new ones confirm the increaſe.

Cho Tho'lodges, &c .

Go on, cry our parents, for Time is your friend ,

His flight ſhall increaſe your renown ;

And Mirth fhall your gueft be , and Bacchus attend ,

And Joy all your meetings ſhall crown .

Cho . Tho' lodges, &c .

SONG XXIX.

(On the Revival of Maſonry in Cornwall.]

[ Tune, Vicar of Bray :]

When Maſonry expiring lay ,

By knaves and fools rejected ,

Without one hope, one cheering ray ,

By worthief: fools neglected ;

Fair Virtue fed ,

Truth hung her h - ad,

O’erwhelm'd in deep confuſion ;

Sweet Friendſhip too

Her files withdraw

From this blet Inftitution .

Cho. Fair Virtue Aed , &c.

Cornubia's fons determin'd then

Freemaſonry to cherich ,

They rous'd her into life again ,

And bid fair Science flouriſh .

Now Virtue bright ,

Truth rob'd in white ,

With Friend thip hither haftens,

All go in hand ,

To bleſs the band

Of upright Corciſh Maſons.

Cho . Now Virtue bright , & c.

Since Maſonry's reviv'd once more,

Purſue her wiſe directions,

Let Circumſpection go before,

And Virtue ſquare your actions ;
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Unite
your

hands

In Friendſhip's bands,

Supporting one another ;

With honeft heart ,

Fair Truth impart,

To every faithful brother.

Cbo. Unite your hands, & c .

Let coxcombs grin, and critics ſneer ,

While we are blythe and jolly ,

Let fops deſpiſe the badgewe wear,

We laugh at all their folly ;

Let empty fools

Deſpiſe our rules,

By Jove, we ne'er will heed ' em ,

Say what they will ,

We're Malons ftill,

And will ſupport our freedom .

Cho. Let empty fools, &c .

But may kind Heaven's gracious hand

Still regulate each action ;

May every lodge fecurely ſtand

Againſt the terms of faction ;

May Love and Peace

Each day increaſe

Throughout this happy nation ,

May they extend ,

Till all ſhall end

In one great conflagration.

Cho. May Love and Peace, &c.

SONG : XXX.

[ Sung at a Provincial Grand Lodge for the County of

Cornwall, held at"Trúro on the Feſtivalof St. John

che Baptift, 24th June 1779. ]

[ Tune, Caſino. )

COME , ye Maſons, hither bring

The tuneful pipe and pleaſing fring,

Exalt each voice,

Aloud rejoice,

And make the ſpacious concave ring :

.
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Let your hearts be blythe and gay,

Joy and mirth let all diſplay,
No dull care

Shall enter here,

For this is Maſons' holiday .

Cbo. Let your hearts , &c.

Friendſhip here has fix'd her feat,

And Virtue finds a calm retreat ;

Go tell the cool,

' Tis Wiſdom's ſchool,

Where Love and Honour always meet.

Cho. Let your hearts, & c .

Social pleaſures here invite,

To fill the ſoul with ſweet delight,

While hand in hand

Our friendly band

In Love and Harmony unite.

Cho. Let your hearts , &c.

May we oft aſſemble here,

And long the badge of honour wear,

May joy abound ,

And we be found

For ever faithful and ſincere .

Cho. Let your hearts, &c.

Take the flowing glaſs in hand ,

And drink to your Provincial Grand ,

Long may he reign,

The cauſe maintain ,

And lodges flourish through the land .

Cho. Let your hearts , &c.

SONG XXXI.

[ By J. BISSET , Steward of ST . ALBAN'S LODGE ,

and ProvincialG. S , for the County of Warwick . )

A MASON's life's the life for me,

With joy we meet each other,

We paſs our time with mirth and glee,

And bail each friendly brother :
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In lodge no party -feuds are ſeen ,
But careful we in this agree,

To baniſh care or ſpleen .

The Maſter's call , we one and all

With pleaſure ſoon obey ;

With heart and hand we ready ſtand,

Our duty ſtill to pay.

But when the glaſs goes round,

Then mirth and glee abound ,

We're all happy to a man

We laugh a little, we drink a little,

We work a little , we play a little;

Cho. Welaugh , &c .

We fing a little , are merry a little ,

Andſwig the Aowing can .

And ſwig , & c .

See in the eaſt the Maſter ftands,

The Wardens fouth and weſt , Sir,

Both ready to obey command,

Find work, or give us reft, Sir.

The ſignal given, we all prepare,

With one accord obey the word,

To work by rule or ſquare :

Or if they pleaſe, theladder raiſe ,

Or plum the level line ;

Thus we employ our time with joy,

Atrending every fign.

But when the glaſs goes round,

Then mirth and glee abound,

We're all happy to a man ;

We laugh a little, and drink a little ,

We work a little, and play a little ,

Cho . We laugh , &c .

We fing a little , are merry a little,

And ſwig the flowing can .

Th’ Almighty ſaid , “ Let there be light,”'

Effulgent rays appearing

Diſpelld the gloom , the glory bright

To this new. world was cheering

But unto Maſonry alone ,

Another light , fo clear and bright,

In myſtic rays then ihone ;
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From eaſt to welt it ſpread ſo faſt,

That, Faith and Hope unfurl'd ,

We hail with jay ſweet Charity ,

The darling of the world .

Then while the toaſt goes round,

Let mirth and glee abound ,

Let's be happy to a man ;

We'll laugh a little, and drink a little,

We'll work a little, and play a little,

Cho . We'll laugh , & c.

We'll fing a little, be merry a little,

And ſwig the flowing can .

SONG XXXII.

[ Tune, From the Eaſt breaks the Morn. ]

Whilst each poet fings, of great princes and kings,

To no ſuch does my ditty belong :

To no ſuch does my diity belong ;

' Tis freedom I praiſe, that demands allmy lays ,

And Maſonry honours my long.

And Maſonry honours my ſong.

Cho. ' Tis freedom I praiſe , &c .

Within compaſs to live , is a leſſon we give,
Which none can deny to be true ;

Which nore can, &c .

All our actions to ſquare, to the time we take care,

And Virtue we ever purſue ;

And Virtue we ever, & c .

Cho. All our actions, &c .

On a level we are, all true brothers ſhare

The gifts which kind Heaven beſtows ;

The gifts , &c .

In friendſhip we dwell ; none but Mafons can tell

What bliſs from ſuch harmony flows ;

What bliſs, &c .

Cho. In friendſhip we , &c .

In our myftical ſchool, we muſt all work by rule,

And our ſecrets we always conceal ;

And our, & c .
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Then let's fing and rejoice, and unite every voice,

With fervency, freedom , and zeal ;

With fervency , &c .

Cho. Then let's fing, &c.

Then each fill a glaſs, let the circling toaſt pafs,

And merrily ſend it around ;

And merrily , &c .

Let us Maſonry hail , may it ever prevail,

With ſucceſs may it ever be crown'd !

With ſucceſs, &c.

Cho. Let us Maſonry ,' &c.

SONG XXXIII.

Thus happily met, united and free ,

A'foretaſte of heaven we prove ;

Then join heart and hand, and firmly agree

To cultivate brotherly love .

With corn , wine,andoil , our table replete,

The altar of friendſhip divine ;

Each virtue and grace the circle complete,

With aid of the muſical Nine ,

Thus bleft, and thus blefling, employment ſupreme,

May Maſonry daily increaſe,

Its grand fcheme of morals our favorite theme,

The fource of contenimentand peace.

SONG XXXIV ..

[ By Brother STANFIELD . ]

{ Tune, Contented I am , &c. ]

Grave bus'neſs being clos'd -and a call from the
The bowl of refreſhment we drain :

( fouth
Yet e'en o'er our wine we reject ſervile ſloth ,

And our ſites 'midit our glaſſes setain .

My brave boys , &c.
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With loyalty brighten'd , we firſt toaſt the King

May his ſplendour and virtues entwine !

And , to honour his name , how we make the lodge ring,

When the King and the Craft we combine .

May the Son's poliſh'd graces improve on the Sire

May the arts , flouriſh fair from his ſmile

And long our Grand Maſter, with wiſdom and fire,

Give beauty and ſtrength to the pile !

As the ruby -lip'd wine its ſoft ſpirit imparts,

Louder ſtrains and freſh ardours abound :

What a glow of true pleaſure enlivens our hearts,

When our honour'd Provincial goes round .

The abſent we claim , tho' diſpers’d round the ball

The ſilent and ſecret, our friends

And one honour'd gueſt, at our magical call ,
From the grave concealment aſcends.

Immortal the ſtrain, and thrice awful the hand,

That our rites and libations controuls ;

Like the ſons of Olympus , 'midſt thunders we fand,

And with my iteries ennoble our bowls.

What a circle appears , when the border entwines

How grapple the links to each ſoul !

" Tis the zodiac of friendſhip embelliſh'd with ſigns,

And illum'd by the ſtar in the pole .

Thus cemented by laws , unſeen and unknown,

The univerſe hàngsout its frame:

And , thus ſecretly bound, thall our ſtructure be ſhewn,

Till creation Mall be but a name.

SONG XXXV.

[ Tune, Balance a Straw .]

When the Sun from the Eall firſt ſalutes mortal eyes,
And the ſky.lark melodioul bids us ariſe ;

With our hearts full of joy,we the ſummons obey,

Straight repair to our work, and to moiſten our clay.
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On the traffel our Maſter draws angles and lines,

There with freedom and fervency forms his deſigns ;

Not a picture on earth is fo lovely to view ,

All his lines are ſo perfect, his angles ſo true.

In the Weſt ſee the Wardens ſubmiſſively land ,

The Maſter to aid , and obey his command ;

The intent of his fignals we perfe &tly know,

And we ne'er take offence when he gives us a blow .

In the Lodge, foth and dulneſs we always avoid ,

Fellow-crafts and apprentices all are employ'd :

Perfect afhlers ſome finiſh, fome make the rough plain ,

All are pleas’d with their work, and are pleas'd with
their gain.

When my Maſter I've ſerv'd ſeven years, perhaps

more,

Some fecrets he'll tell me I ne'er knew before ;

In my boſom I'll keep them as long as I live,

And purſue the directions his wiſdom fall give .

I'll attend to his call both by night and by day ,

It is his to corrmand, and 'tis mine to obey ;

Whenfoe'er we are met , I'll attend to his nod,

And I'll work till high twelve, then I'll lay down my
hod .

14 NO 63

THE END .
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