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PREFACE.

THE favourable reception this Treatife has met

with in the feveral Editions through which it
has pafled, encourages the Author to hope that its
appearance on a more enlarged fcale will not render
it lefs deferving the countenance of his Brethren.
He would be wanting in gratitude to his friends,
a0t to acknowledge his obligations to feveral gentle-
men for many curious extralls, and the perufal of
fome valuable manufcripts, which have enabled him
to illuftrate his fubje& with greater accuracy and
prec:ﬁon.

This Tra&t is dmdcd into Four Books.— In the
Firft Book, the excellency of Mafonry is difplayed. —
In the Second Book, the general plan of the fub-
je€ts treated in the three Degrees is illuftrated,
with occafional remarks ; and a brief defcription is
given of the ancient Ceremonies of the Order. This
part of the Treatife, which the Author confiders
moft effential for the inftru&ion and improvement
of his Brethren, is confiderably extended in the
later Editions. — The Third Book contains the copy
of a curious old Manufcript on Mafonry, with an-
notations, the better to explain this authentic docu-
ment of antiquity. — The Fourth Book is reftrited
¢o the hiftory of Mafonry from its firft appearance in
England, to the year 1812, in which are introduced
the moft remarkable occurrences of the Society bath
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vi PREFACE.

at home and abroad, with fome account of the
principal Patrons and Prote&ors of the Fraternity
at different periods. The progrcfy of Mafonry on
the Continent, as well as in India and America,
is alfo traced, while the proceedings of the Brethren
of Scotland particularly claim attention. Throughout
the whole are interfperfed feveral explanatory notes,
containing fome ufeful information; and a few
general remarks are introduced on fome of the late
publications againft the Society of Freemafons.

At the end of the volume is given a colle&ion of
Anthems and Songs; whigh, being occafionally
introduced in our affemblies, may tend greatly to
enliven the proceedings.

The fuccefs of this Tréatife has far exceeded its
merit ; the Author, therefore, fhall only obferve,
that thould his additions or corretions be confidered
real improvements, he will be amply gratified for
any pains he may have taken.

Dean-fireet, Fetter-lane, .
Feb, 1813, :




“INTRODUCTION.

‘ ‘ HOEVER attentively confiders the nature and
tendency of the Mafonic Inftitution, muft
readily perceive its general utility. From an anxi-
ous defire to difplay its value, I have been induced
to offer the following fheets to the Public, Many
reafons mlght have with-held me from the attempt
my inexperience as a writer, my attention to the
duties of a laborious profeffion, and the many abler
hands who have treated the fubje&t before me.: yet,
under all thefe difadvantages, the perfuafion of
friends, added to a warm zeal in the caufe, have
ftimulated me to rifk my reputatlon on the fate of
my performance.

When I firft had the honour to be ele¢ted Mafter
of the Lodge, I thought it proper to inform myfelf
fully of the general rules.of the Society, that I might
be better enabled to execute my own duty, and offi-
cially enforce obedience in others. The methods
which I adopted with this view, excited in fome of
fuperficial knowledge an abfolute diflike of what
they confidered as innovations; and in others who -
were better informed, a jealoufy of pre-eminence
which the principles of Mafonry ought to have
checked. Notwithflanding thefe difcouragements,
however, I perfevered in my intention of {upporting
‘the dignity of the Society, and of difcharging with
fidelity the duties of my office.

A4



viii INTRODUCTION.

As candour and integrity, uninfluenced by intereft
or favour, will ever fupport a good caufe, fome of
my opponents (pardon the expreffion) foon began to
difcover their error, and cheerfully concurred in the
execution of my meafures; while others of lefs
liberality tacitly approved, what their former de-
clared opinions forbad them publicly to adopt.

_This fuccefs, which exceeded my moft fanguine .

wifhes, encouraged me to examine with more at-
tention the contents of our Le&tures. The rude
and imperfe& ftate in which I found them, the

varicty of modes eftablithed at our meetings, and .

the difficulties I had to encounter in my refearches,
rather difcouraged my firft attempt: perfevering,
however, in the defign, I continued the purfuit;
and with the affiftance of a few brethren, who had
carefully preferved what ignorance and degeneracy
had rejeQed as unintelligible and abfurd, I dili-
gently fought for, and at length happily acquired,
fome of the ancient and venerable landmarks of the
Order.

Fortunate in the acquifition of friends, and fully
determined to purfue the defign of effe@ing a ge-
neral reformation, we perfevered in an attempt to
corret the irregularities which had crept into our
affemblies, and exemplify at all our meetings the
beauty and atility of the Mafonic {yftem.

‘We commenced our plan by enforcing the value
of the ancient charges and regulations of the Order,
which inattention had fuffered to fink into oblivion,

and eftabiithed thofe charges as the bafis of our .

work. To imprint on the. memory a faithful dif-
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charge of our duty, we reduced the more material
parts of the fyftem into pra&tice; and in order to
encourage others to promote the plan, we made it a
general rule of reading one or more of thefe charges
at every regular meeting, and elucidating fuch paf-
fages as feemed obfcure. The ufeful hints which
were afforded by thefe means enabled us gradually
to improve the plan, till we at laft f{ucceeded in
bringing into a connefted form all the Seltions
which now compofe the three Lectures of Mafonry.
The progrefs daily made by our fyftem pointed out
the propriety of obtaining the fan&ion of our Pa-
trons ; feveral brethren of acknowledged homour
and integrity, therefore, united in an application to
the moft refpeétable Members of the Society for
countenance and fupport. They happily fucceeded
to the utmoft of their wifhes, and fince that time the
plan has been univerfally admitted as the bafis of our
Moral Lectures. To that circumftance the prefent
publication owes its fuccefs.
Having thus ventured to appear in vindication of
~ the ceremonies, and in fupport of the privileges of
the Order, I fhall be happy to be confidered a feeble -
inftrument in prometing its profperity. Should I "
“be honoured with a continuance of the approbation
of my brethren, and fucceed in giving the world
a favourable idea of the inftitutien, I fhall be fully
gratified for my paft exertions ; and fhould my hopes
be fruftrated, I fhall yet indulge the not unpleafant
‘refletion, of having difcharged my duty in the cha-
- .ra&er of a Mafon.
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ILLUSTRATIONS .

OF

MASONRY

BOOK I

THE EXCELLENCY OF MASONRY DISPLAYED. .

SECT. L

Reflections on the [ymmetry and proportion in the works
of Nature, and on the harmony and affeition among
the various [pecies of beings.

Wnosvan attentively obferves the obje&s which
furround him, will find abundant reafon to
admire the works of Nature, and to adore the Being
who dire@s fuch aftonithing operations: he will be
convinced, that infinite wifdom could alone defign,
and infinite' power finith, fuch amazing works.
Were a man placed in a beautiful garden, would
not his mind be affe€ted with exquifite delight on
a calm furvey of its rich colle€tions ? Would not
the groves, the grottos, the artful wilds, the flowery
parterres, the opening viftas, the lofty cafcades,

the winding fireams, the whole variegated fcene,
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awaken his fenfibility, and infpire his foul with -

the moft exalted ideas? When he obferved the
delicate  order, the nice fymmetry, and beautiful
difpofition of every part, feemingly complete in
itfelf, yet refle®ting ncw beauties on the other, and
all contributing to make one perfe@ whole, would
not his mind be agitated with the moft: bewitehing
fenfations ; and would not the view of the delightful
fcene naturally lead him to admire and venerate the
happy genius who contrived it ? )

If the productions of art fo forcibly imprefs the
mind with admiration, with how inuch greater

aftonithment and reverence muft we behold the

opefations of Nature, which prefents to view un-
bounded fcenes of utility and delight, in which divine
wifdom is moft ftrikingly confpicuous ? Thefe fcenes
are indeed too expanded for the narrow capacity of
man to ‘comprehend ; yet whoever contemplates the
general fyftem, from the unifermity of the plan,
mutft naturally be directed to the original fource, the
-Supreme Governor of the world, the one perfect and
“unfullied beauty !

- Befide all the pleafing profpe@s that every where A

“furround us, and with which our fenfes are every
- mément gratified : befide the fymmetry, good order,
and ‘proportion, which appear in all the works of
creation, fomething farther attratts the refleéting
"mind, and draws its attention nearer to the Divinity
— the univerfal harmony and affeétion among the
" different fpecies of beings of every rank and deno-
¢mination. Thefe are the tements of the rational
'world, and by thefe alone it fubfiffs. When they

|
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ceale, nature muft be diffolved, ard man, the image .
of his. Maker, and the chief of his wotke, be over-
-whelmed in the general chaos. ~ :: -

In the whole order of beings, from the feraph
which adores and burns; down to.the meaneft infe&t,
-all, according to their rankin the fcale of exiftence,
have, more or lefs, implanted in them, the prineiple
of aflociation with others of the fame fpecies. Even
.the moft incanfiderable animals are formed into dif-
ferent ranks and focieties,.for mutual benefit and
prote&tion. Need we name the careful ant, or the
-induftrious bee 3 infeéts which the wifeft of men has
‘recommended as patterns of unwearied induftry and
_prudent forefight ? When we extend our ideas, we
fhall find that the innate principle of ftiendﬂxip
increafes in proportion to the extenfion of our in-
tellectual faculties ; -and the only criterion by which
a judgment can be formed refpeéting the fuperiority
.of one part of the animal creation above the other,
s by obferving the degrees of kindnefs and good-
nature in which it excels.

Such are the general principles which pervade the
whole fyftem of creation; how forcibly, then, muft
fuch leflons predominate in our affemblies, where
civilization and virtue are moft zealoufly cherithed,
-under the. fan&ion of fcience and thednts ? .

SECT. II.- Lo
The Advantages refulting from Friendfbip.

No fubje€t can more properly engage the attention,
than the benevolent difpofitions which indulgent Na-
B2
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- ture has beftowed upon the rational fpecies. Thefe
are replete with the happieft effeGts, and afford to
the mind the moft agreeab]c refleGions. . The breaft,
which is infpired with tender. feelings, is naturally
prompted to a reciprocal intercourfe. of kind and
generous a&tions. As human nature rifes in .the
feale of beings, the focial affetions likewife arife.
‘Where friendfhip is unknown, jealoufy and. faf-
picion prevail ; but where that virtue is the cement,
true happinefs fubfifts.. In every breaft there is
a propenfity to friendly aéts, which, .being ex-
erted to effedt, fweetens every temporal enjoy-
ment; and - al‘though ‘it -does not remove the
dlfqulctudes, it tends at lea(t to aAlay the calamltxes,
of life. . .

Fnendﬂnp is traced through. the circle of pnvate
connexions to the grand fyftem of univerfal bene-
volence, which no limits can circumfcribe, as its
influence extends to every branch of the human race.
-A&nated by this fentiment, each individual conneéts
his happinefs with the happmefs of his neighbour,
and ‘a fixed and permanent union is’ eﬁabhfhed
among men. .- D '

- Neverthelefs, though frlend{hxp, confidered as the
‘fource of “univerfal benevolence, be -unlimited, it -
exerts its influence more’ or: lefs powerfully, as the
objects it favours are nearer or more remote. Hence
the love of friends and.of ' country takes the lead in
our affetions, and gives rife to that true patriotifm,
which fires the foul with the moft generous flame,
«creates the beft and moft difinterefted virtue, -and
infpires that public fpirit and heroic ardour, which
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enables us to fupport a good caufe, and rifk our lives
in its defence.,

This commendable vm:uc crowns the lover of his
country with unfading Taurels, gives a luﬁre to his
altions, and confecrates his name to lateft ages. The
warrior’s glory may confift in murdcr, and the rude
ravage of the defolating fword ; but the blood of
thoufands will not ftain the hands of his country’s
friend. His virtues are’ opén, and of the nobleft kind.
Confcious integrity fupports him againft the arm of
power; and fhould he bleed by tyrant-hands, he
glorioufly dies a martyr in the caufe of liberty, and
leaves. to pofterity an everla{tmg monument of the
greatnefs of his foul.

- Though friendfhip appears divine when employed- .
in preferving the liberties of our country, it fhines
with equal fplendor in move tranquil fcenes. Before
it rifes into the noble flame of patriotifm, aiming
deftru@ion at the heads of tyrants, thundering for
liberty, and courting danger in defence of rights;
we behold it calm and moderate, burning with an
even glow, improving the foft hours of peace, and
.. heightening the relith for virtue. In thofe happy
moments, contraéls are formed, focieties are infli-
tuted, and the vacant hours of life are employed.in. -
the cultivation of fecial and polifhed manners.

On this general plan the univerfality of our fyftem
~ is eftablifhed. Were friendfhip confined to the fpot
of our nativity, its operation would be partial, and
imply a kind of enmity to other nations. Where the
interefts of one country interfere with thofe of an-
other, Nature di€tates an adherence to the welfare of

B3
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our own immediate connexions ; but fuch inter-
ference apart, the true Mafon is a citizen of the
world, and his philanthropy extends to all the hu-
man race. Uninfluenced by local prejudices, he
knows no preference in virtue but according to its
degree, from whatever clime it may fpring.

SECT. IL
Origin of Mafonry, and its general Advantages.

FroM the commencement of the world, we may
trace the foundation of Mafonry. Ever fince fymmetry
began, and harmony difplayed her charms, our Order
has had a being. During many ages, and in many
different countries, it has flourithed. No art, no
{cience, preceded it. In the dark periods of antiquity,
when literature was in a low ftate, and the rude man.
ners-of our forefathers withheld from them that
knowledge we now fo amply fhare, Mafonry diffufed
its influence. This fcience unveiled, arts arofe, civi-’
lization took place, and the progrefs of knowledge and
philofophy gradually difpelled the gloom of ignorance
and barbarifm. Government being fettled, authority
was given to laws, and the affemblics of the Fraternity
acquired the patronage of the great and the good,
while the tenets of the profeflion diffufed unbounded
philanthropy.

Abftrating from the pure p]eafures which arife
from friendfhip fo wifely conftituted as that which
fubfifts among Mafons, and which it is fcarcely
pofible that any circumftance or occurrence can

~
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craze, Mafonry is a {cience confined to no particular
country, but extends over the whole terreftrial globe. .
Wherever arts flourith, there it flourithes too. Add
to this, that by fecret and inviolable figns, carefully,
preferved among the Fraternity, it becomes an uni-
verfal language. Hence many advantages are gained:
the diftant Chmefe, the wild Arab, and the American
favage will embrace a brother Briton, and know, that
befide the common ties of humanity, there is fill a
ftronger obligation to induce him to kind and friendly
offices. The fpirit of the fulminating prieft will be
tamed ; and a moral brother, though of a different
perfuafion, engage his efteem : for mutual toleration.
in religious opinions is one of the moft diftinguifhing
and valuable charateriftics of the Craft. - As all re-
ligions teach morality, if a brother be found to a&
the part of a truly honeft man, his private fpeculative
opinions‘are left to God and himfelf. Thus, through
the influence of Mafonry, which is reconcilable to the
beft policy, all thofe difputes which embitter life, and
four the tempers of men, are avoided3 ‘while the com-
mon good, the general obje, is zealoufly purfued.

‘From this view of our fyftem, its utility muft be
fufficiently obvious. The univerfal principles of the
art unite, in one indiffoluble bond of affe@ion, men
of the moft oppofite tenets, of the moft diftant coun.
tries, and of the moft contradi@ory opinions ; fo that
in every nation a Mafon may ﬁnd a friend, and in
every climate a home.

Such is the nature of our inftitution, that in the
lodge, which is confined to no particular fpot, union
is cemented by fincere attachment, and pleafure reci-

B 4
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proéally communicated in the cheerful obfervance of
every obliging office. Virtue, the grand object in view,
luminous as the meridian fun, fhines refulgent on the
mind, enlivens the heart, and heightens cool appro-'
banon into warm fympathy and cordial attention.

SECT. IV.
’ "Mafonry confidered under two Denominations.

" MasonryY pafles under two denominations, — ope-
rative and fpeculative. By the former, we allude to a
proper application of the ufeful rules of architeGture,,
whence a ftructure derives figure, ftrength, and.
beauty ; and whence refult a due proportion and a-
juft cerrefpondence in all its parts. By the latter,
we learn to govern the paffions, a&t upon the fquare,
keep a tongue of good report, maintain fecrecy, and.
pm&)fe charity.

Spegulative Mafom‘y is fo far interwoven with re-
hgmn, as to lay us under the ftrongeft obligations ta
pay that rational homage to the Deity, which at once
conflitutes our duty and our happinefs.. It leads the
contemplative to view with reverence and. admiration
the glorious works of creation, and infpires them with
the moft exalted ideas of the perfetions of the di-
vine Creator. Operative Mafonry furnifhes us with
dwellings, and convenient fhelter from the incle-
mencies of feafons; and while it difplays the ef-
fe&ts of human wifdom, as well in the choice as
in the arrangement of the materials of which an )
edifice is compofed, it demonttrates that a fund of
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fcience and mduﬂ:xy is 1mplanted in man, for the.
beft, moft falutary, and beneficent purpofes.

The lapfe of time, the ruthlefs hand of ignorance,
and the devaftations of war, have laid wafte and
deftroyed many valuable monuments of antiquity,
on which the utmoft exertions of human genius
have been employed. - Even the temple of SoLoMoN,
fo fpacious- and magnificent, and conftruéted by .fo
many celebrated artifts, efcaped not the unfparing
ravages of barbarous force. Free-mafonry; not-
withftanding, has ftill furvived. The attentive ear
receives the found from the inftrutive tongue, and
the facred myfteries are fafely lodged in the repofi-
tory of faithful breafts. Tools and implements of
architeCture, fymbols the moft expreflive ! are fe-
le€ted by the Fraternity, to imprint on the memory
ferious truths ; and thus the excellent tenets of the
inftitution are tran{mitted, unimpaired, under cir-
cumftances precarious and adverfe, through a fuc-
ceflion of ages.

SECT. V.
The Government of the Fraternity. =~ °

.

THE mode of government obferved by the Frater-
nity, will give the beft idea of the nature and defign
of the mafonic inftitution.

Three claffes are eftablifhed among Mafons, under
different appellations. The privileges of each clafs
are diftin&, and particular means adopted to preferve

thofe privileges to the juft and meritorious. Honour
and problty are rccommendanons to the firft chfs 5

B3
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in which the pratice of virtue is enforced, and the
duties of morality are inculcated, while the mind is
prepared for a regular progrefs in .the principles of
knowledge and philofophy. — Diligence, affiduity,
and application, are qualifications for the fecond clafs;
in which is given an accurate elucidation of fcience,
both in theory and pra&tice. Here human reafon is
cultivated, by a due exertion of the intelleGtual
powers and faculties ; nice and difficult theories are
explained 5 new difcoveries are produced, and thofe
already known beautifully embellithed.—The third
clafs is reﬁriy&ed to a fele@ed few, whom truth and
fidelity have diftinguifhed, whom years and expe-
rience have improved, and whom merit and abilities
have entitled to preferment. With them the ancient
landmarks of the Order are preferved; and from them
we learn the neceffary inftrutive leflons, which dig-
nify the art, and qualify the profeflors to illuftrate its
excellence and utility.
Such is the eftablifhed plan of the mafonic fyftem.
By this judicious arrangement, truc friendfhip is cul-
tivated among different ranks of men, hofpitality pro-
moted, indufiry rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged.

SECT. VL

Reafons why the Secrets of Mafonry wgbt not to be
publicly expofed ; and the Importance of thofe Secrets
demonfirated.

Is fecrets of Mafonry are reple!e with fuch
udvamage to mankind, it may be aﬂccd, Why are
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they not divulged for the general good? To this
it may be anfwered ;— Were the privileges of Ma-
{fonry to be indilcriminately difpenfed, the purpofes
of the inftitution would net only be fubverted;
but our fecrets being familiar, like other important
aatters, would lofe their value, and fink into dif-
vegard.

It is a weaknefs in human nature, that men are
generally more .charmed with novelty than with the
intrinfic value of things. Innumerable teftimonies
might be adduced to confirm this truth. Do we
not find that the moft wonderful operations of the
Divine Artificer, however beautiful, magnificent,
and ufeful, are overlooked, becaufe common and
familiar? 7The fun rifes and fets, the fea flows
and veflows, rivers glide along their channpels, trees
and plants vegetate, men and beafts a&, yet thefe,
being perpetually open to wview, pafs unneticed.
The moft aftonifhing produtions of Nature, on the
fame account, efcape obfervation, and excite me
emotion, either in admiration of the great Caufe,
or of gratitude for the blefling conferred. Fwem .
Virtue herfelf is not exempted from this amhappq
bias in the human‘frame. Noveilty influences oM
our actions and determinations. What is mew, or
difficult in the acquifition, however trifling or in-
fignificant, readily captivates the imagination, and
enfures a temporary admiration; while, what s
familiar, or eafily attained, however noble or emi-
aent, is fure to be difregarded by the giddy and the
aathinking.

Did. the eflence of Mafonry confift in the know-

B 6
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 ledge of particular fecrets or peculiar forms, it mighe
be alleged that our amufements were trifling and
fuperficial. But this is not the cafe; they are only
the keys to our treafure, and having their ufe, are
preferved ; while, from the recolleétion of the leflons
which they inculcate, the well-informed Mafon de-~
rives inftrution : he draws them to a near infpetion,
views them through a proper medium, adverts to the
circumftances which gave them rife, and dwells upon
the tenets they convey. Finding. them replete with:
ufeful information, he prizes them as facred; and,
being convinced of their propriety, ‘cftimates their
value from their utility.
Many are deluded by the vague fuppof ition, that

out myfteries are merely nominal ; that the practices
‘eftablifhed among us are frivolous; and that our
ceremonies may be adopted or waved at pleafure.
On this falfe bafis we find the brethren hurrying
through all the degrees of the Order, without ad-
verting to the propriety of one ftep they purfue, or
pofleffing a fingle qualification requifite for advance-
ment. Paffing through the ufual formalities, they
confider themfelves entitled to rank as mafters of the
arty folicit and -accept offices, and even affume the
gawernment of the lodge, equally unacquainted with
the rules of the inftitution they .pretend to fuppbtt,
ot the nature of the truft they are bound to perform.
The confequence ‘is obvious anarchy and confufion
'enfue, and the fubftance is loft:in the fhadow.— -
Hence men, who are eminent for ability, rank, and
fortune, frequently view the honours of Mafonry
with indifference, and when their patronage is fo-

10 .
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licited, either accept offices thh relu&ance, or reject
them with difdain.

Mafonry has long laboured under thefe difad-
vantages, and every zealous friend to the Order
muft earneftly wifh for a corre&ion of the abufe.
Of late years it muft be acknowledged, that our
affemblies are in general better regulated, of which
the good effe@s are fufficiently difplayed, in the ju-
dicious feleflion of our members, and the more
proper obfervance of the general regulations.

Were the brethren who prefide at our meetings,
to be properly inftruted previous to their appoint-
ment, and regularly apprized of, the importance of
the offices they are chofen to fupport, a general re-
formation would fpeedily take place. This conduct
would eftablilh the propriety of our government,
and lead men to acknowledge,. that our honours
were not undefervedly conferred. The ancient con-
fequence of the Order would be reftored, and the
reputation of the Society preferved. Till genuine
merit fhall diftinguifh our claim to the honours of
Mafonry, and regularity of deportment difplay the
influence and utility of our rules, the world in ge.
neral will not be led to reconcile our proceedings
with the tenets of the profeffion.

SECT. VIL

Fea Societies exempted from cenfure.  Irregularities

-of Mafons no argument againft the Inflitution.

i~

. AMoNG the various focieties of men, few, if
any, are wholly exempted from cenfure. Friendfhip,
‘however valuable in itfelf, and however univerfal
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imay be its pretenfions, has feldom operated fo power-
fully in general aflociations, as to promote that
fincere attachment to the welfare and profperity of
each other, which is neceflary to conftitute true
happinefs. This may be afcribed to fundry caufes,
but to none with more propriety, than to the re-
prehenfible motives which too frequently lead men
to a participation of focial entertainments. If to
pafs an idle hour, to oblige a friend, or probably
to gratify an irregular indulgence, be the only in-
ducement to mix in company, is it furprifing that
the important duties of fociety fhould be negleted;
and that, in the quick circulation of the cheerful
glafs, the nobleft faculties fhould be fometimes
buried in the cup of ebriety ?

It is an obvious truth, that the privileges of
Mafonry have long been proftituted for unworthy
confiderations, and hence their good effeéts have
been lefs confpicuous. Many have enrolled their
names in our records for the mere purpofes of con-
viviality, without inquiring into the nature of the
particular engagements to which they are {fub-
je€ted. by becoming Mafons. Several have been
prompted by motives of intereft, and many intro-
duced to gratify an idle curiofity, or to pleafe as
jolly companions. A general odium, or at leaft a
carelefs indifference, muft be the refult of fuch con-
du&. But the evil ftops not here. Perfons of this
defcription, ignorant of the true nature of the infti-
tution, probably without any real defect in their own
amorals, are induced to recommend others of the
" fame caft, to join the fociety for the fame purpofe.
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Hence the true knowledge of the art decreafes with
the increafe of its members, and the moft valuable
part of the inftitution is turned into ridicule ; while
the diffipations of luxury and intemperance bury in
oblivion principles which might have dignified the
moft exalted charatters.

‘When we confider the variety of members of
which the fociety of Mafons is compofed, and the
fmall number who are really converfant with the
tenets of the inftitution, we need not wonder that
few fhould be diftinguithed for exemplary lives.
From perfons who sre precipitately introduced into
the myfteries of the art without the requifite qua-
lifications, it cannot be expeCted that much regard
will be paid to the obferrance of duties which they
perceive to be openly violated by their own initia-
tion; and it is an incontrovertible truth, that fuch
is the unhappy bias in the dif{pofition of fome men,
though the faireft and beft ideas were imprinted
on the mind, they are {o carelefs of their own repu-
tation as to difregard the moft inftru@ive leffons.
We have reafon to regret, that even perfons who are
diftinguithed for a knowledge in the att, are too fre-
quently induced to violate the rules to which a pre=
tended conformity may have gained them applaufe.
The hypocrify, however, is {foon unveiled ; no fooner
are they liberated from the trammels, as they con-
ceive, of a regular and virtuous deportment, in the
temporary government of the lodge, than, by impro-
perly abafing the innocent and cheerful repaft, they
‘become daves to vice and intemperance, and not only
difgrace themfelves, but refle dithonour on the Fra-
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-ternity. By fuch indifcretion, the beft of inftitutions _
is brought into contempt, and the more deferving.
part of the community juftly conceives a prejudice.

againﬂ: the fociety, of which it is difficult -afterwards
to wipe off the impreffion.

But if fome do tran{grefs, no wife man will thence
argue againft the inflitution, orcondemn the whole
Fraternity for the errors of a few mifguided indivi-
duals. - Were the wicked lives of men admitted as
an argument againft the religion which they profefs,
‘the wifeft and moft judicious eftablithments might
be expofed to cenfure. It may be averred in favour
of Mafonry, that whatever imperfections are found
among its profeflors, the inftitution countenances
no deviation from the rules of right reafon. 'Thofe
who violate the laws, or infringe on good order,
are kindly admonifhed by fecret monitors; when

thefe means have not the intended effe&, éub- .

lic reprehenfion becomes neceffary; and, at laft,
when every mild endeavour to effeét a reformation
in their conduél is of no avail, they are expelled the
lodge, as unfit members of the fociety.

Vain, therefore, is each idle furmife againft the
plan of our government; while the laws of the

Craft are properly fupported, they will be proof .

againft every attack. Men are not aware, that by
decrying any laudable inftitution, they derogate from
the dignity of human nature itfelf; .and from that
good order and wife difpofition of thmgs, ‘which the
aImlghty Author of the world has framed for the
government of mankind, and eftablifhed as the bafis
of the moral {yftem. Friendthip and focial delights

<
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can never be.the obje of reproach ; nor can that
wifdom which hoary Tirme has fanétified be {ubje&t
to ridicule. 'Whoever attempts to cenfure ‘what he
does not comprehend, degrades himfelf ;- and the
generous heart ‘will pity the miftakes of fuch 1gno-
rant. prefumptlon. .

S E C T VIIl' o
Cbarztj tlve di /Imgug/])mg Cbaraﬁer.z/}zc of Maﬁm.r. :

CuaRITY is the chief of every focial virtue, and
the diftinguifhing chara&eriftic of Mafons. This
virtue includes a fupreme degree of love ta. the great.
Creator' and Governor of 'the :univerf¢, and an unli~-
mited affeCtion to the beings of his creation, of all:
charalters and of every denomination. = This laft:
duty is forcibly inculcated by the example of the
Deity himfelf, who liberally. dxfpenqu hls beneﬁcence .
to unpumbered worlds. :

It is not particularly our province to ‘enter mto a
dqumﬁtton of every'branch ‘of this amiable virtue ;
we fhall only briefly ftate’ the happy effeits of a be-,
nevolent difpofition toward mankind, and fhew that
charity, ‘éxerted on proper obje&s, is the greatcﬂ:
pleafure man can poflibly enjoy.

The bounds of: the greateft nation, or the moﬂ:
extenifive empire, cannot circum{cribe the generofity
of a liberal mind.” Men, in whatever fituation they
are placed, are ftill, in a great meafure, the fame.
They are expofed to fimilar dangers and misfortunes.
They have not wifdom to forefee, of power to pre-

“., vent, the evils incident to human nature. 'They
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hang, as it were, in a perpetual fufpenfe between
hope and fear, ficknefs and health, plenty and want.
A mutual chain of dependence fubfifts throughout
the animal creation. The whole human fpecies are.
therefore proper objes for the exercife of charity.

Beings who partake of one common nature, ought.
to be aGuated by the fame motives and interefts.
Hence, to foothe the unhappy, by fympathizing with
their misfortunes, and to reftore peace and tranquil-
lity to agitated fpirits, conftitute the general and
great ends of the mafonic fyftem. This humane,
this generous difpofition fires the brealt 'with manly
feelings, and enlivens- that fpirit' of compafiony
which is the glory of the human frame, and which
" ot only rivals, but outfhines, every other pleafure
the mind is capable of enjoying.

All human paffions, when directed by the fupe-
rior principle of reafon, tend to promote fome ufeful
purpofe ; but compaffion toward proper objeéls is
the moft beneficial of all the affe€tions, and excites
more lafting degrees of happinefs ; as it extends to

greater numbers, and alleviates the infirmities and

" evils which are incident to human exiftence.
Poflefled of this amiable, this godlike difpofition,
Mafons are fhocked at mifery under every form and
appearance. When they behold an obje&t pining
under the miferies of a diftrefled body or mind, the
healing accents which flow from the tongue mitigate
the pain of the unhappy fufferer, and make even
adverfity, in its difmal ftate, look gay. When pity is
excited, they affuage grief, and cheerfully relieve
diftrefs. If a brother be in want, every heart is
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moved ; -when he is hungry, we feed him ;. when

) he is naked, we clothe him ;. when he is in trouble,

we fly to his relief. Thus we confirm.the propriety.
of the title we bear, and convince the world at

. large, that BROTHER among Mafons .is more than:

the name.
SECT. IX.

The difcernment dy}layed by Mafons in the choice gf
objecls of charity.

THE moft inveterate enemies of Mafonry muft ac-
knowledge, that no focicty is more_ remarkable. for
the praltice of charity, or any affociation of men
more famed for difinterefted liberality. It cannot
be faid. that Mafons lndulge i convivial mirth, while
the poor and needy pine for relief. . Our charitable.
eftablifbments and quarterly contnbutnons, exclufive
of private fubfcriptions to relieve diftrefs, prove that
we are ready with cheerfulnefs, in propertion to our
circumftances, to alleviate the misfortunes of our
fellow-creatures.  Confidering, ‘however, the va-
riety of obje&s, whofe diftrefs the diCtates of Na-
ture as well as the ties of Mafonry incline us to
relieve, we find it neceflary fometimes to inquire
into the caufe of misfortune ; left a mifconceived
tendernefs of difpofition, or an impolitic generofity’
of heart, might prevent us from making a proper
diftin&ion in the choice of objeéts. Though our
ears are always open to the diftrefles of the deferving
poor, yet charity is not to be difpenfed with a pro-
fufe liberality on impoftors. The parents of a nu-
merpus offspring, who, through age, ficknefs, infir-
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mity,” or any unforefeen accident ‘in life, may be
reduced to want, particularly claim our attention,
and feldom fail to experience the happy effe&ts of
our friendly affociations. To -fuch objeéts, whofe
fituation is more eafy to be conceived than exprefled,
we are induced liberally to extend relief. Hence we
give convincing proofs of wifdom. and difcernment
for though benevolence, like our laws, be unlimited,
yet our hearts glow principally with affe&tion toward
the deferving part of mankind.

- From this view of the advantages which refult
from the pratice and profeffion of Mafonry, every
candid and impartial mind muft acknowledge its’
utility and importance to the ftate; and furely, if
the piGture here drawn be juft, it muft be no trifling
acquifition to any government, to have under its ju--
rifdi€tion, a fociety of men, who are not only true
patriots and loyal fubjeéts, but the patrone of fcxence
and the fnends of mankmd S

S E C T. X

Friendly. admonitions.

As ufeful knowledge is the great ObJC& of our
defire, let us diligently-apply.to the pradtice of the
art, and fteadily adhere to the principles it ingulcates.
Let not the difficulties we have to encounter check
our progrefs, or damp our zeal; but let us recollet,
that the ways of wifdom are beautiful, and lead to
pleafure. Knowledge is attained by degrees, and
cannot every where be found. Wifdom feeks the
fecret fhade, the lonely cell defigned for contempla-
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" tion.  There enthroned the fits, delivering her facred
oracles. There let us feek her, and purfue the real
blifs. Though the paffage be difficult, the farther we
trace it, the eafier it will become.

Union and harmony conftitute the effence of Free-
mafonry ; while we enlift under that banner, the fo-
ciety muft flourith, and private animofities give place
to peace and good fellowthip. Uniting in one de-
fign, let it be our aim to be happy ourfelves, and
contribute to the happinefs of others. Letus mark
our f{uperiority and diftinétion among men, by the
fincerity of our profeflion as Mafons; let us culti-
vate the moral virtues, and improve in all that is
good and amiable ; let the Genius of Mafonry pre-
fide over our condu&, and under her fway let us per-
form our part with becoming dignity ; let us preferve
an elevation: of underﬁan&mg, a politenefs of manner,
and an evennefs of temper ; let our recreations be
innocent, and purfued with moderation ; and never
let irregular indulgencies lead to the fubverfion of
our fyftem, by impairing our .faculties, or expofing
our chara&er to derifion. . In conformity .to our
precepts, as patterns worthy of imitation, let the re-
fpe&ability of our charaéter be fupported by the re-
gularity of our. coridu, and the uniformity of our
.deportment ; then, -as citizens of the world, and
friends to every clime, we fhall be living examples of
virtue and benevolence, equally zealous to ment, as
mobmm, umverfal approbauon
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BOOK .

GENERAL REMARKS ! INCLUDING AN ILLUSTRATION
OF THE LECTURES ; A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION
OF TﬁE ANCIENT CEREMONIES j AND THE CHARGES
USED IN THE DIFFERENT DEGREES.

SECT. I
General Remarks.

ASONRY is an art ufeful'and extenfive. In every

-art there is a myftery, which requires a pro-
grefs-of ftudy and application to arrive at any degree
of perfe@tion. Witkout much inftru&ion, and more
-exercife, no man can be fkilful in any art; .in-like
mnner,  without an affiduous application to the va-
Tious fubjets treated in the different leétures of
Mafonry, no perfon can be fufficiently acquamted
with the true value of the inftitution.

‘From this.remark it is not 'to be inferred, that
‘thofe who labour under the difadvantage of a con-
-fined education, or whofe fphere-of life requires af-
-fiduous attention to bufinefs or ufeful employment,
are to be. difcouraged in their endeavours to gain a
‘knowledge of Mafonry. To :qualify an individual
‘to enjoy the benefits of the fociety at large, or to
partake of its privileges, it is not abfolutely neceflary
that-he fhould be acquainted with all the intricate
parts of the fcience. Thefe are only intended for
perfons who may have leifure and opportunity to
indulge the purfuit.

9
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Some may be more able than others, fome more
eminent, fome more ufeful, but all, in their differ-
ent fpheres, may provge advantageous to the commu-
nity ; and our neceflities, as well as our confciences,
bind us to love one another. To petfons, however,
whofe early years have been dedicated to literary
purfuits, or whofe circumftances and fituation in
_ life render them independent, the offices of the lodge
ought principally to be reftrited. The induftrious
tradefman proves himfelf a valuable member of fo-
ciety; and worthy of every honour that we can

confer ; but the nature of every man’s profeﬂion
will not admit of that leifure which is neceffary to
-qualify him to become an expert Mafon, o as to dif-
.charge the official duties of the lodge with propriety.
And it muft alfo be admitted, that thofe who accept
offices and exercife authority in the lodge, ought to
be men of prudence and addrefs, enjoying the ad—
vantages of a well-cultivated mind and retentive
memory. All men are not blefled “with ‘the fame
powers and talents; all men, therefore, are not
equally qualified to govern.® He who withes to
teach, muft fubmit to learn; and ne one can be
qualified to fupport the higher offices of the lodge,
who has not previoufly difcharged the duties of thofe
which are fubordinate. Experience is the beft pre-
ceptor. Every man may rife by gradation, but ‘merit
and»indu&ry are the firft fteps to preferment. Ma-~
-fonry is wifely inflituted for different ranks and
degrees of men; and every Brother, accordmg to his
fation.and ability, may be employed in the lodge,
and clafs with his equal. A&uated by the beft

,’
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principles, no difquietude is found among the pro-
“feflfors of the art. Each: clafs is happy in its parti-
cular aflfociation; and when all the clafles meet in
general convention, one plan regulates the whole :
neither arrogance or prefumption appear on the one
hand, nor diffidence or mabnhty on the other; every
brother vies to -excel in promoting that: endearing
happmefs, which conftitutes the effence of cml
fociety. '

SECT. IL
The Ceremony of Opening and Clofing the Lodge.

In all regular affemblies of men, who are con-
vened for wife and ufeful purpofes, the commence-
ment and conclufion of bufinefs is accompanied with
fome form. Inevery country of the world the prac-
tice prevails, and is deemed effential. From the moft
remote periods of antiquity it is traced, and the
refined improvements of modern times have not
-abolifhed it. ‘

- Ceremonies, fimply confidered, are little more than
vifionary delufions; but their effe€ts are fometimes
important. — When they imprefs awe and reverence
.on the mind, and attra&t the attention to folemn
rités by external forms, they are interefting obje&s.
Thefe purpofes are effeCted when judicious cere-
-monies are regularly conducted and properly ar-
-ranged. On this ground they have received the
fan&ion of the wifeft men in all ages, and confe-
quently could not efcape the notice of Mafons. To
begin well, is the moft likely means to end well :
and it is juftly remarked, that when order and method
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are neglécted at the beginning, they vnll be feldom.
found to take place at the end. '

The ceremony of opening and cloﬁng the lodge
with folcmmty and decorum, is therefore umverfally
adopted among Mafons ; and though the mode in
fome meetings may vary, and in every Degree muft
vary; ftill an uniformity in the general pradtice pre-
vails in the lodge ; and the variation (if any) is folely
occzﬁéned by a want of method, which a little appli-
cation will eafily remave.

* To condu this ceremony with propriety, ought
to be the peculiar ftudy of every Mafon ; efpécially of
thofe who have the honour to rule in our affemblies.
To perfons who are thus dignified, every eye is
dire@ed for regularity of condu& and behaviour ;
and, by their example, other brethren, lefs in-
formed, may naturally expe to derive inftrution.

From a fhare in this ceremony- no Mafon is ex-
* empted 3 it is a-general concern, in which all muft”
affift. This is the firft requeft of the Mafter, and
the prelude” to bufinefs. No fooner has it been
fignified, than every officer repairs to his Ration, and
the brethren rank according to their degrees. The
intent of the meeting becomes the object of atten-
tion, and the- mind is mfenﬁbly drawn from the in-
diferiminate fabje&s of converfation which are apt
to intrude’'on our lefs ferious: moments.

- Our firft care is direfted to'the external avenues
of the lodge, and the proper officers, whofe province
it is to difcharge that duty, execute the truft with
fidelity. By certain myftic forms, of no recent date,
it ie intimated that we may fafely proceed. To de-

c
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tc& impoftors among ourfelves, an adherence to or-
der in the charalter of Mafons enfues, and the lodge
is opened or clofed in folemn form.

At opemng the lodge, two purpofes are effoted ;.
the Mafter is reminded of the dignity of his cha-
rafter, and the brethren of the homage and venera-
tion due from them in their fundry ftations. Thefe
are not-the only advantages refulting from a due ob-
fervance of the ceremony ; a reverential awe for the
Deity is inculcated, and the eye fixed on that obje&
from whofe radiant beams light only can be derived.
Hence in this ceremony we are taught to adore God,
and fupplicate his prote@ion on our well-meant en-
_ deayours, The Mafter affumes his government in due
form, and under him his Wardens; who accept
their truft, after the cuftomary falutations. Then
the brethren, with one accord, unite in duty ‘and
refpet, and the ceremony concludes.

At clofing the lodge, a fimilar form takes place.
~ Here the lefs important duties of the Order are not
paffed over unobferved. The neceffary degree of
fubordination which takes place in the government
of the lodge is peculiarly marked, while the proper
tribute of gratitude is offered up to the beneficent
Author of life, whofe bleffing is invoked, and ex-
tended to the whole fraternity. Each brother then
faithfully locks up the treafure which he has agquired
~ in his own repofitory ; and, pleafed with his reward,
Tetires to enjoy, and diffeminate among the private
c:rdc of his friends, the fruits of his labom: and '
mdnﬁry in the lodge.

. ‘Thefe are faint outlines of a ceremony w!w:h uni.

9
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verfally prevails among Mafens, and diftinguishes ail

their meetings. Hence it is arranged as a “genedat
Se&tion in every Deogree of the Ord.cr;and ukcsthe
fead in all our iHufirations.

A Proyer #{dpt@mirggtlv:%., , ', ;

May the favour of Heaven be upon this meeting !’
and as it is happily begun, may it be condufted -in
order, and clofed in barmony | Amen. -
A Prayer ufed at clofing the Lbdgq;v . '

May the blefling of Heaven reft upon 'us,"and all
regular Mafons! may brotherly love prevail, and
every moral and focial virtue cement iwl'f dm e

Charges and Regulations for the cnsdt/& mld bdmmpr
chqu-fo Ve

A rehearfal of the Ancient Charges propeﬂy fuc—
ceeds the opening, and precedes the clofing, of the
lodge. 'This was the conftant praice of our ancient
brethren, and ought never to be' negle@ed - fn: ouf

regular affemblies. A recapitulation of our duty

cannog be difagrecable to thofe who -are acquainted
with it ; and to thofe to whom it is not known,
fhould any fuch be, it muft be hngbiy proper ta .
recommend it. ’

: -‘. i.’:}

Ana'mt Cbargc:. o Lo
[To be rehearfed at opening the Lodge.] -

On the Management of the Craft in «mfhnx o
‘Mafons employ themfclves diligently in their fun-.

dry vocations, live creditably, and conform with
. c 2
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¢heerfulng(s to the govermﬂenc of the . country in
which they xefide, - '

» The!moft: expen‘draftfman is chofen or appomted
Mafter of the work, and is dily honoured in that
charater by thofe over whom he prefides.

The Maﬂ.cr,‘knowmg himfelf qualified, undertakes
dmg,gowrmncm of the ledge, and: truly. d:fpenfes his
, wv;rdg,,aoem'dmgxto;mentn .

A craftfman,wha is appmnt.cd,Warden of the work
under the Matfter, is true to Mafter and Fellows, care-
fully overfées the work, and the brethren obey him.

i; {The: Mafter, Wardens, and brethren are juft and

fhithfyl,.and; carefully finith the work they begin,

whether it e in the Firft-or .Second Degree; but
never put that work to the Firft, which has been
approptidtedtd the Second Degree.

Neither envy nor cenfure is difcovered among
Maﬁoqp, - No brother is fupplanted, or put out of
h:.s,qurk,xf l?'? be. capable to finith it; for he who
ig.not pghe«%ly fkilled in the original defign, can
ngver,with equal advantage to the Mafter finith thc

. \ypfk begun, by another.

¢ Al employed in Mafonry meekly receive theu' re-

waids, and . ufe no difobliging name. Brother or

ﬁellpw SATe . the:. appellations they beftow on each
other. They behave courteoufly within and without
the lodge, and never defert the Mh(ter till the work

is ﬁmﬂxcd * R

St

- Tl}efo-Cl\ugee weré originally rehearfed by the feven reprefentatives
of the three Degrees of the Order; but it is now ihe province of the
Clﬁtﬂmn, o Secrewy of the lodge, to deiiver them.

v Lote i b oo n ¢
M}
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La'w: jbr the Gowmmmt of the Lodge.
- [Tobe rehec'rfq'd .‘; opening the Lodge.]

_ You are to falute ogp anothex 'xil a courteous
manner, agreeably to the form; eﬁablx{hed pmong
Mafons * ; you are frecly to gtve fuch mutual in-
, ﬁru&xons as thall be thought nedeﬂ'ary or expedleht
not being overfeen or overheard, thhout encrogch-
ing upon each other, or derogating from that refpe&
which is due to a gentleman were he not 2’ Mafon ;
for though as Mafons we meet ashrethren ona leyel,
yet Mafonry deprives 5o ‘man of the honour due to
his rank or charatter, but. rather. adds to his honour,
efpecially if he has deferved well of the Fraternity,
who always render honour to whom it is due, and

avoid ill-manners. . , o

No private committees are to be allowed, or fepa-
rate converfations encouraged : the Mafter or War-
dens are not to be interrupted, or any brother who
is fpeaking to the Mafter; but due decorum is to
be obferved, and a proper refpeét paid to the Maﬂ;er,
and prefiding officers. _

Thefe laws are to be ftriftly enforced, that har-
mony may be preferved, and the bufinefs of the lodge
carried on with order and regularity.

Amen. So mote it be.

# In thelodge, Mafons meet as members of the fame family, and ro-
prefentatives for the time being of all the brethrea throughout the world ;
every prejudice, therefore, on account of religion, country, or pnvcte opx-
nion, ig removed. .

, €3
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Charge on the Bebaviour of Mafons.
[To be rehearfed at clofing the Lodge.]

When the lodge is clofed, you are to enjoy your-
felves with innocent mirth, and carefully avoid excefs.
You are not to compel anly brother to aék contrary to
Kis mclmatmn, or give offence by word or deed, but
enjoy a free and cafy converfation. You are to avoid
immoral or obfcene difcourfe, and at all times fup-
port with propncty the dxgmty of your charaer.

You are to be cautious in your words and carriage,
that the moft penetrating ftranger may not difcover,
or find out, what is not proper to be intimated ; and,
if neceffary, you are to wave the difcourfe, and ma-
fage it prudently, for the honour of the Fraternity.
* At home, and in your feveral neighbourhoods, you

are to behave as wife and moral men. You are
. never to communicate, to ydur families, frxends, or
acquaintances, the private tranfa@ions of our differ- _
ent affemblies ; but, on every occafion, confult your
own honour, and the reputation of the Fraternity at
farge.
* You are to ftudy the- prefervation of health, by
avoiding, irregularity and intemperance, that your
families may not be neglected and injured, or your-
" felves difabled from attending to your neccﬁ’ary em-
ployments in life.

If a ftranger apply in the chara&er of a Mafon,
you are cautioufly to examine him in fuch a method
as prudence may dire&, and agreeably to the forms
eftablifhed among Mafons ; that you may not be im-
pofed upon by an ignorant falfe pretender, whom
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you are to reje& with contempt *; and beware of
giving him any fecret hints of knowledge. But if
you difcover him to be a true and genuine brother,
you are to refpe@ him ; if he be in want, you are
without prejudice to relieve him, or dire@ him how
he may be relieved ; you are to employ him, or re-
commend him to employment : however, you are
never charged to do beyond your ability, only to pre-
fer a poor Mafon, who is 2 good man and true, be-
fore any other perfon in the fame circumftances ¢.
Finally, Thefe rules you are always to obferve and
enforce, and alfo the duties which have been commuy
nicated in the le€ture; cultivating brotherly love,
the foundation and cape-ftone, the cement and glory
of this ancient Fraternity; avoiding, on every occa-
fion, wrangling and quarrelling, flandering and back-
biting ; not permitting others to flander homeft
brethren, but defending their chara&ters, and doing
them good offices, as far. as may be_confiftent. with
your honour and fafety, bnt no farther, Hence all
may fee the benign influence of Mafonry, as all true .

® This injun@ion may feem uncharitable ; but when it is confidered
that the fecrets of Mafonry are open to all men of probity and honour
who are well recommended, an illegal intruder who would wifh. to obwis
that to which he has o claim, and deprive the public chasity of a M
pittance at bu admiffion, can.deferve no better treatment.

+ On this principle, unfortunate captives in war, and fojourners acci:
dentally caft on 2 difiant fhore, are particular objeSls of attention, and
feldom fail to experience indulgence from Mafors ; and'it is very mmul;—
able, that there is not an inflance on record of a breach of fidelity, or ma
gratitade, where that indulgence bas been liberally extended.

c 4
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Mafons havd done from the bcgmnmg of the wm‘]d,
-and will do to the end of time. :

Amen. So mote it be.

B SECT. mL

LT . . T P

REMARKS ort the Fms-r an'rum:

I—Invma illuftrated the ceremony of opening and
~clofing’ the lodge, and inferted  the Prayers and
Charges ui'ually rehearfed in our regutar affemblics
on thofe ‘occalions, we fhall now enter on'a dlfqul-
fition of the different SeQions of the Leures whick
are appropriated to the three Degrees of the Order,
giving a brief fummary of the whole, and annexing
to every'l “Remark the particulars to which the Se€tion
alludes. By thefe means the mdnﬁnous Mafon will be
better'inftru&ted in the regitlar arrangement of the
Le&:ures, and be enabled with more eafc to acq\urc
a competent knowledge of the Art. -

"The f‘,xrl’c Le&ure is divided into Seétions, and
cach Section into Claufes. In this Le&ture, virtue is
painted: in the moft beautiful colours, and the duties
of morality are ftritly enforced. Here we are taught
fuch ufeful leflons as prepare the mind for a regular
advancement in' the principles of knowledge and
philofophy ; and thefe are imprinted on the memory
by lively and fenfible images, to influénce’ dur con-
dudt in the proper difchargeof the duties of focial
life.
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The Firff Setion.- = . -

- 'The Firft Se&ion of this LeCture is fuited to all
tapacities, and ought. to be known by every perfon
who wifhes to rank as a Mafon. It confifts of ge-
neral heads, which, though fhort and- fimple, carry
weight with them. They not only ferve as marks of
diftin&ion, but communicate ufeful and interefting
knowledge when they are duly inveftigated.” They
qualify us to try and examine the 1ights of others to
our privileges, while they demonftrate our own elarm-
and as they induce us to inquire more mmutely into
other particulars of greatér importance, they ferve hs
a proper introduion to fubje&ts which are more
amply explained in the following Setions. . ‘-
‘As we can annex to this remark no other explana-
tion confiftent with the rules of Mafonry, we ‘muft
refer the more inquifitive to our rcgular aﬁ'enibhcs
for farther inftruction. :

The Second Section.

The Second Seé’aon makes us acquamted with thc
peculiar forms and ceremonies which are adopted at
the initiation of candidates into Mafonry ; “and con-
vinces us, beyond the power of contradiction, of the
.propriety of our rites, while it demonftrates to the
moft fceptical and hefitating mind thexr cxccllence
and unllty

"The following pattxculars relative, to the cere-
mony of initiation may be mtroduced here with
propriety :

cs
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The Declaration to ke affented to by every Candidate

previous to Initiation.

¢ Do you ferioufly declare, upon your honour, be-
fore thefe gentlemen®, that, unbiafled by friends
againft your'own inclination, and uninfluenced by
mercenary motives, you freely and voluntarily offer
;yourfelf a candidate for the myfteries of Mafonry 2”
—1 do.
. . % Da you ferioufly declare, upon your honour, be-
fore thefe gentlemen, that you are folely prompted to
folicit the privileges of Mafonry, by a favourable
opinion conceived of the inflitution, a defire of
knowledge, and a -fincere with of being ferviceable
to your fellow-creatures ?”—1 do.

¢ Do you ferioufly declare, upon your honour, be-
fore. thefe gentlemen, that you will cheerfully con-
form to all the ancient eftablifhed ufages and cuftoms
of the Order ?”—1 do.

The Candidate is then propofed in open lodge, as
follows :
¢« Rt. W. Mafter, and Brethren,

. % At the requeft of Mr. A. B. [menttonmg lu.r pro-
[elfion and refidence] 1 propofe him in form as a proper
Candidate for the myfteries of Mafonry ; I recom-
mend him, as worthy to fhare the privileges of the
Fraternity ; and, in confequence of a Declaration of
his intentions, voluntarily made and properly- at-
tefted, I believe he will firiGtly conform to the rules
of the Order.”

* The Stewards of the lodge.

)
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The Candidate is ordered to be prepared for*
Initiation,

A Prayer ufed at Initiation.

« Vouchfafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the
Univerfe, to this our prefent convention | and grant
that this Candidate for Mafonry may dedicate and
devote his life to thy fervice, and become a true and
faithful Brother among us!| Endue him with a cem-
petence of thy divihe wifdom, that, by the fecvets of
this Art, he may be better .enabled to difplay the
beauties of godlmeis, to. the honou,r of thy holy ,
Name!- Amen.” .

. Note. 1tisa duty'incumbent on l;hc Mafter of the
lodge, before the ceremony of initiation takes place,
to inform the Candidate of the purpofe and defign
of the inftitution ; to explaifi the nature of his fo-
lemn engagements ; and, in’ a manner peculiar to
Mafons, to require his cheerful acqmcfcence to the
tencts of the Order

. The Third Setion.

The Thu'd Se&tion, by the reciprocal communi-
cation of our marks of diftin&tion, proves the regu-
larity of our initiation; and inculcates thofe ne-
ceflary and inftru€ive duties which at once gxgmfy
our charaer in the double capacity of Men and
Mafons. '

We cannot better jlluftrate this Se&tion, than by»
inferting the following.

cé
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Charge at Initiation into the Firft Degree*.s
BRoTHER, ' :

[As you are now mtroduced into the firtt prin-
ciples of our Order, it is my duty to congratulate
you; on being accepted a Meimber of an ancient and'
honowrable’ Society ; “ancient, as having * fubfifted
from’timé immemorial ; 5 and honoixrablé, as tending,
in every- parhcular, fo to render all men who will be
conformable to its precepts. No inflitution was ever
rani‘cd on a better prmmplc, or more folid foundation;
nor wére ever more excellent rules and ufeful max-
~ ims laid down, than are inculcated on every !perfon

when he is initiated into our myfteries. Monarchs
in all ages have been encouragers and promoters -of
the Art, and have never deemed it derogatory, from
thelr dxgmnes, to level the,mfelves with'the T)rethren,
to extend thelr pnvxleges, and to patromfe tbcn'
affemblies.] b

Asa Mafon, you are'to I’cudy the moral law, as |t
is contained in the facred code 4 3 to confider it as thé
unerring ftandard-of truth and juftice, and to regu-
late your life and actions by its divine precepts.

. The three great moral duucs, to God, your nelzgh-
bour, and yourfelf, you are ﬂ:n&ly to’ obfervc.
To God, by boldmg his name in.awe and venéraz
tion 3 vxewmg him as the chief good, 1mplormg

‘his_aid, in laudable purfults, and fupphcatmg hlé

* The paragraphs enclofed in brackets [J] may be occaﬁomlly
emitted,. i time will not admir’ of delivering;the whole Charge: -
+ In England, the Bible ; but in countries where: that book is - \ur
known, whatever is underftood to contain the will or law of God.
12 -
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" protetion on well-meant ‘endeavours : — To your
neighbbur, byadting upon the fquare, and, confider-
ing him equally entitled with yourfelf to fhare the
bleffings of Providence, rendering unto him thofe
favours, which, in a fimilar fituation, you would ex-
peck to receive from him : — And to yourfelf, by not
abufing the bounties of Providence, impairing the
faculties by u'regulanty, or debafing the profeffion by
intemperance.

In the ftate, you are to be a quiet and peaceable
fubje&, true to your fovereign, and juft to your
countryj you are not to countenance difloyalty or
rebellion, but patiently fubmit to legal authority, and
conform with cheerfulnefs to the government under
which you live ; yielding obedience to the laws which

- afford you proteé’uon, and never forgetting the at~
tachment yoa owe to the place of your nativity, or
the allegiance due to the foverclgn or protc&ors of
that fpot.: . .

(It your outward demeanour you ‘are to avoid
cenfurc or reproach; and beware of all who may:
artfully endeavour to infinuate themfelves into your
efteem’ with a view to betray your virtuous refolu~
tions, or make you fwerve from the principles of the
inftitution. ' Let net -intereft, favour, or prejudice;
biss your integrityy ot influence you to be guilty of
a dithonourable a@tion; but let your condu& be .
uniférm, and you deportment fultable to the dlgmty
of the profeffion.] -

- Above ill, praéhfq benevolence and chanty ; for
thefe virtues have diftinguified Mafons in every age
and gountry. [The inconceivable pleafurc of con-
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tributing toward the relief of our fellow-creatures, is
truly experienced by perfons of a humane difpofition ;
who are naturally excited, by {ympathy, to extend
their aid in alleviation of the miferies of others. This
encourages the generous Mafon to diftribute his
bounty with cheerfulnefs ; by fuppofing himfelf in
the fituation of an unhappy fufferer, he liftens to
the tale of woe with attention, bewails misfortune,
and fpeedily relieves diftrefs.]

The Contftitutions of the Order are next to engage
your attention. [Thefe confit of two points, oral
and written communication. The former compre-
hends the myfteries of the Art, and are only to be

acquired by practice and experience in the lodges;

the latter includes the hiftory of genuine Mafonry,
the lives and chara&ers of its patrous, and the ancient
chargés and general regulations of the Craft.]

A punctual attendance on the duties of the Order
we earneftly enjoin, more efpecially in that aflembly
where your name is enrolled as a member. [There,
and in all regular meetings of the Fraternity, you are

to behave with order and decorum, that harmony may -

be preferved, and the bufinefs of Mafonry properly
conducted. The rules of good-breeding. you are
never to violate, by ufing unbecoming language, in
derogation of the name of God, or toward the cor-

ruption of good manners: neither are you to enter

- into any difpute about religion or politics ; or be-
have irreverently, while the lodge is engaged in
what is ferious and important.] On every occafion

you are to.pay a proper deference and refpe to the -

Mafter and prefiding officers, and diligently apply to
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the work of Mafonry, that you may fooner become a
proficient therein, as well for your own credit, as
the honour of the company with whom you aflociate.

Although your frequent appearance at our regular
meetings be earneftly folicited, your neceffary em-
ployments are not to be negleéted on that account:
neither are you to fuffer your zeal for Mafonry to
exceed the bounds of -difcretion, or lead you into
argument with perfons who may ridicule our fyftem;
but extend your pity toward thofe who may be apt,
through ignorance, to contemn what they hever had
an opportunity to comprehend. All that is required
for your general obfervance ‘is, that you ftudy the
liberal arts at léifure, trace fcience in the works of
eminent mafters, and improve in the difquifitions of
the fyftem, by the converfation of well-informed
brethren, who will be equally ready to gwe, as you
can be to receive, inftru&ion,

Finally ; Adhere to the conftitutions, and fupport
the privileges which are to diftinguith you as a Mafon
above the reft of the community, and mark your
confequence among the Fraternity. If, in the circle
of your acquaintance, you find a perfon defirous of
being initiated iato the Order, be particularly atten~ -
tive not to recommend him, unlefs you are convinced
_he will conform to our rules; that the value of
Mafonry may be enhanced by the difficulty of the
purchafe ; the honour and reputation of the inftitu-
tion eftablifhed on the firmeft bafis ; and the wm'ld
at large convinced of its benign influence. ~

{From the attention you have paid to the recital of .
the duties of the Order, we are led tohiope that you
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will form 'a proper eftimate of the value of Free-ma.

fonry, and imprint on your mind the dictates of truth,
honour, and juftice.] -
This fefion ufually clofes with the followmg

EULOGIUM.

MAsonnY comprehends within its circle every
branch of ufeful knowledge and learning, and ftamps
an indelible mark of pre-eminence on its genuine pro-
feflors, which neither chance, power, nor fortune
can beftow. - When its rules are ﬂfi&ly obferved, it
is a fure foundation of tranquillity amidft the various
difappointments of life ; a friend that will not deceive,
but will comfort and-affift, in profperity and adverfity;
a blefling that will remain with all times, circum-
ftances, and places, and to which recourfe may be
had, when other earthly comforts fink into difregard.

Mafonry gives real and intrinfic excellency to man,
and renders him fit for the duties of fociety. It

ftrengthens the mind againft the ftorms of life, paves .

the way to peace, and pramotes domeftic happinefs.
Tt meliorates the temper, and improves the under-
‘ftanding ; it is company in folitude, and gives vivacity,
- wariety, and energy to focial converfation. In youth,
it governs .the paffions, -and employs ufefully our
moft allive faculties; and in age, when ficknefs,
imbecility, and difeafe have benumbed the corporeal
frame, and rendered the union of foul and body
.almoft intolerable, it ylclds a fund of comfort, and
fatisfaltion. .

. Thefe are . its’ general advantages to enumerate
ithem. feparately, would be an endlefs labour : *it may
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be fufficient- to obfetve, that he ‘who cultivates this
f(ﬁetrce,' and 'adks agreeably to the' charater of a
Mafon, ‘has within himfelf the: fpring and fupport of
every focial virtue 5 a fubje& of contemplanon, that
enlarges the: mind, and expands all its powers; a
theine that is mexhauﬁ:ble, ever new, and always
mtereﬁ:mg e o

* The Fourth Seftion.

- The Fourth S8e&tion rationally accounts for the
origin of our hieroglyphical infiru&ion, and points
out the. advantages which accompany a faithful ob-
fervance of our duty ; it iHuftrates, at the fame timé,
certain particulars, of which our ignorance might
lead us into error,.and which, as Mafons, we are’in-
difpenfably bound-to know. :

To make daily progrefs in the Art, is a conftant
duty, and exprefsly required by our general laws.
What end can be -more. noble than the plll‘flnt of
of ]uﬂlcc ? or what inftru&ion more beneficial, than
an accurate elucidation of fymbols which tend to
improve and -émbellith the mind ? Every thing that
firikes the eye, more immediately engages the atten-
tion, and imprints on'the memory ferious and folemn
truths. - Mafans have' therefore univerfally adopted
the ‘plan of inculcating the tenets of their order by
typical figures and allegorical emblems, to prevent
their myfteries from defcending within the familiar
reach of inattentive and unprepared novices, from
whom they might niot receive due veneration.
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The ufages and cuftoms of Mafons have ever cor-
refponded with thofe of the ancient Egyptians, to
which they bear a near affinity. Thefe philofophers,
unwilling to expofe their myfteries to- vulgar eyes,
conucealed their particular tenets and principles of
polity and philofophy under hieroglyphical. figures;
and exprefled their notions of government by figns
and fymbols, which they communicated to their Magi
alone, who were bound by oath not to reveal them.
Pythagoras feems to have eftablithed his fyftem ona
fimilar plan,. and many Orders of a more: zecent date
have copied the example., Mafonry, however, is not
only the moft ancient, but the moft moral Inftitution
that' ever {ubfifted ; as every charaller, figure, and
emblem, depicted in the lodge, has.a moral tendency,
and tends to inculcate the pm&xcc of virtue.

(This Setion clofes thh a dcﬁnmon of Chanty,
for wlnch {ee peI7. ] -

I?:e F; ﬂ‘b Se&wn

The Fifth Se&xon explams the nature and prm-r
ciples of our conftitution, and teaches us to difcharge
with propriety the duties of the different departments
which we are appointed to fuftain in the government
- of the lodge. Here, too, our ornaments are dif-
played, and our jewels and farniture fpecified, while
a proper attention is paid to our ancient and venerable
patrons.

To explain the fubje&ts treated in this Section, and
affift the induftrious Mafon to acquire them, we can
only recommend a punctual attendance on the duties
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of the lodge, and a diligent zpplicatnon to the leirona

whch are there inculcated.

The Sixth Stﬂwn

The Sixth Se@ion, though, the laft in unk, is not
the leaft confiderable in importance. It ftrengthens
thofe which precede, and enforces, in the moft en-
‘gaging manner, a due regard to chara&er and beba-
viour, in public as well as in, private life, in the lodge
as well as in the general commerce of fociety.

. ThisSe&ion forcibly inculcates the moft inftructive
leflons. Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth, are themes
an which we here expatiate.— By the exercife of Bro-
therly Love, we.are taught to regard the whole hu-
man fpecies as one family, the high and low, the rich
and paor;; who,, as children of the fame Parent, and
inhabitants of the fame planet, are to, aid, fupport,
and proteét cach other. Oa this: principle, Mafonry
waites men of every country, fe&, and opinion ; and

" conciliates true friendfhip among thofe' who might
otherwife have remained at a perpetual diftance. ~
Relief is the next tenct of the profeffion. To relieve
the diftrefled is a duty incumbent on all men ; par-

ticularly on Mafons, who are linked together by an
indiffoluble chain, of fincere affe@ion. To footh
calamity, alleviate misfortune, compaflionate mifery,
and reftore peace to the troubled mind, is the grand
aim of the true Mafon. On this bafis he eftablifhes
his friendfhips, and forms his connexions,—Truth is

a divine attribute, and the foundation of every virtue.
To be good and true, is the firfk leffon we are taught

.
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_ ¢ . .

" g in Mafonry. . On this theme we contemplate, and by
10¢¢ ; its ditates endeavour to regulate our conduct: in=
4/0 ¥/ fluenced by this principle, hypocrify and deceit are
unknown in the lodge, fincerity and plain-dealing
diftinguifh us, while the heart and tongue join in
promotiiig the general welfare, and rc]oxcmg in each

other’s profpenty o
~To this illuftration fucceeds an explanation of the
“four cardinal virtues, Tcmperance, Fortitude, Pru-
dence, and Juftice.—By Temperance, we are ‘in-
4 - ftruted to govern the paffions, and check' unruly
! defires. The health of the’ body, and- the’ dxgmty
of the fpecies, are equally concerned in 2 faithful ob- -
fervance of it — By Fortitude we are taught 'to refift
temptation, and encounter danger ‘with fpirit and re-
folution. This virtue is equally diftant from rathnéfs
and cowardice ; and he who poffeffes it, ‘is feldom
fhaken,  and never overthrown, by the ftorms that
furround him. — By Prudence wé are-inftruted to
regulate our condué by the dictates of reafon, and
to judge and determine with proprietyin the execu~
tion of every thing that tends to promote either our
prefent or future well-being. On this virtue, ail
others depend; it is therefore: the chief jewel that
can adorn the human frame. .~ Juftice, the' boundary
of rlght,conlhtutes the cement of civil fociety. This
virtue, in a great meafure, conftitutes real goodnefs,
and is therefore reprefented as the perpetual ftudy of
the accomplithed Mafon. Without the exercife of
juftice, univerfal confufion would enfue; lawlels
force might overcome the principles of equity, and
focial intercourfe no longer exift.
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The explanation of - thefe' virtues.is accampanied
with fome general obfervations on the equality -ob~
ferved among Mafons. .In the lodge, no eftrangement

- of behaviour is difcovered ; influenced by the fame
principle, an uniformity of opinion, which is ufeful
in exigencies, and pleafing in familiar life, univerfally
prevails, ftrengthens the ties of friendfhip, and equally
promotes love and- efte¢m. :Mafons are brethren by
a doubletie, .and among them, as brothets, no invi-
dious diftin&tions exift ; merit bemg always refpeted,
and horiour reiidered to whom it is due.—A king;
in the lodge; is. reminded, that although a crown
may adorn the head, or a fceptre the hand, the blood,
in the veins is derived from the common parent of
mankind, and is no better than that of the meaneft
.fubjeét.—The ftatefman, the fenator, and the artift,
are there taught that, equally with others, they are
by nature expofed to infirmity and difeafe; .and that
an unforefeen misfortune, or a difordered frame, may
‘impair their faculties, and level them with the maoft
ignorant of their fpecies. This cheeks pride, and
incites courtefy of behaviour. — Men of - inferior
talents, or who are not placed by fortune in fuch-
exalted ftations, are inftruted to regard their f{u-
periors with peculiar efteem, when they- difcover
them voluntarily divefted of the trappings of exter-
nal grandeur, and condefcending in the badge of
innocence and bond of friendfhip, to trace wifdom,
and follow virtue, affifted by thofe who are of a rank
beneath them. Virtue is true nobility, and wifdom-
is the channel by which Virtae is dire€ted and con-
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veyed 3 Wifdom and ertue only mark dxﬂ:m&non
among Mafons.. -

Such is the arrangement of tbe Se&ions in the
Firft Lecture, ‘which, including the forms-adopted
at opening and clofing the lodge, comprehends the
whale of the Firft Degree. This plan.has not only
the advantage of reguldrity to recommend:it, but'the
fupport of precedent and authority, and the fan&ion
and refpe@ which flow from antiquity. - The whole
is a regular fyftem of morality, conceived in a ftrain
of interefling allegory, ‘which readily unfolds its
beauties to the candid and induftrious inguirer. -

SECT. IV. . .
REMARKS on the 'Snconn,'Lizcrunn.

. Masonry is a progreflive {cience, and is divided
into different claifes. or Degrees, for the more regular
advancement in‘the knowledge of its myfteries. Ac-
cording to the progrefs we make, we limit or extend’
our inquiries ; and,-in proportion to our talents, we
attain to a lefs or greater degree of perfection.

- Mafonry includes almoft every branch of polite
learning under the veil of its myfteries, which com-
prehend a regular fyftem of fcience. Many of its
illuftrations may appéar unimportant to the confined
genius ; but the man of more enlarged faculties will
confider them in the higheft degree ufeful and in-
terefting. To pleafe the accomplithed fcholar and
ingenious artift, the inftitution is planned ; and in
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the inveftigation of its latent dotrines, the philofo-
pher and mathematician may experience equal fat:s-
fa&tion and delight.

To exhauft the various fub;e&sof which Mafonry

treats, would tranfcend the powers of the brighteft
genius ;3 ftill, however, nearer approaches to perfec-
tion may be made, and the man of wifdom will not
check the progrefs of his abilities, though the tafk he
attempts may at firft feem infurmountable. Perfeve-
rance and application will remove each difficulty as
it occurs; cvery ftep he advances, new pleafures
will open to his view, and inflru&ion of the nobleft
kind attend his refcarches. In the diligent purfuit
of knowledge, great difcoveries are made, and the
intelleCtual facultics are wifely employed in pro«
moting the glory of God, and the.good of man.
* Such is the tendency of all the illuftrations in
Mafonry. Reverence for the Deity, and gratitude
for the bleﬂings of heaven, are inculcated in every
Begree. This is the plan of our fyftem, and the
refult of our inquiries.

The Firft Degres being mtended to enforce thc
duties of morality, and imprint on the memory the
nobleft principles which can adorn the human mind ;
the Second Degree extends the plan, and compre-
hends a more diffufive fyftem of knowledge. Prattice
and theory are united to qualify the induftrious Ma~
fon to fhare the pleafures which an advancement in
the Art neceffarily affords. Liftening with attention
to the wife opinions of experienced men on import-
ant {ubje&s, the mind of the Craftfman is gradually
familiarifed to ufeful inftru&ion, and he is foon en-
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the general tranfacions. of life, . . A
From this fyftem proceeds a ratiolal- amufement ;
while the mental powers are fully. employed, the
judgment is properly-exercifed : a fpirit of emulation
prevails 5. and every brother vies, who' fhall, meft
-excel in promoting the deﬁgn, of the Inftitution,

abled to inveftigate truths of the utioﬁ concern in

neFﬂ:/} Seﬂxon. DI

The firft Seé’uon of the Second chrce clucxdates
the mode of introduction into this clafs; and in-
ftructs, the diligent: Craftfman how to proceed in the
proper arrangement of the:cerémonies which are ufed
" on that occafion. Itienables him to judge of the
importance of thofe rites, and convinces: him of the
neceflity of adhering to all ‘the eftablifhed: ufages of
the Order. Here he is entrufted with particular
tefts, to prove his title to the privileges of this De-
gree, and fatisfatory. reafons -are .given for their
origin. The duties which cement, in the firmeft
union, well-informed brethfen, are illuftrated ; and
an opportunity is given to make, fuch advancesin
the Art, as will always diftinguith the abalmes of
able Craftfmen.

Befide the ceremony-of initiation into the Sccond
Degree, this Section contains many important parti-
culars, with which no officer of the lodge fhould be
nnacquamted C : 1

e
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tvarge' at Initiation into the Second Degree®. .-
BROTHER, : Do

Being advanced to the Second Degree of the Ordcr.
we congratulate you on your preferment. * [The in-
ternal, and nof the external, quahﬁcanous of 2 man,
are what Mafonry regards. 'As you increafe in
knowledge, you wilt confequently improve in focxal
intercourfe.

It is unneceffary to recapitulate the duties whlch,
ag a Mafon, you are now bound to difcharge; or
enlarge on the neceﬁity of a firi& ddherence to them,
as your own’ experience muft have eftablifhed their
value. Tt may be fufficient to obferve, that] Your
paft behaviour and regular deportment have merited
the honour ‘which we have conferred ; and in your
new charaller, it is expected that you will not only
conform to the principles of the order, but fteadily
perfevere in the praltice of every commendable virtue.

"The ftudy of the liberal arts [that valuable branch
of education, which tends fo effeCtually to polith and
adorn the 'mind] is earneftly recommended to your
confideration ; efpecially the {cience of Geometry,
which is eftablifhed as the bafis of our Art. [Geo-
‘metry, -or Mafonry, originally fynonimous terms, is
of a divine and moral nature, and enriched with the
moft ufeful knowledge 3 while it proves the wonder-
ful properties of Nature, it demonftrates the more
amportant truths of Morality.

* The fentences mclofed in brackets [ ] may be necaﬁundly omitted.
D
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As the folemnity of our ceremonies requires a
ferious deportment, you are to be particularly atten-
tive to your behaviour in our regular affemblies ;
you are to preferve our ancient ufages and cuftoms
facred and inviolable ; and induce others, by your
example, to hold them in due veneration.

The laws and regulations of the Order you are

ftrenuouly to fupport and maintain. You are not
to palliate, or aggravate, thc offences of your bre-
thren ; but, in the decifion of every trefpafs againft
our rules, judge with candour, admonifh with friend-
ﬂnp, and rep;ehend with mercy.
. As a Craftfman, in opr private affemblies you may
offer yoyr fentiments and opinions on fych fubjects
as arc regularly introdyced in thre LeGture, under the
fuperintendange of an experienced Mafter, who will
guard the land-marks agaiaft encroachment. By this
privilege you may improve your intelic&ual powers ;
qualify yourfelf to become an ufeful member of fo-
ciety 3 and, like a fkilful Brother, firive to excel in
. ‘what is good and great.. ,

(*All regular figns and fummonfcs, gwen and
recejved, you are duly to honour, and punctually.
obey; inafmuch. as they -confift with our: profefled
principles... You are to engpurage induftry and re-
ward merit; {upply the wants, and ralieve. the . pe-
ceflities of brethren and fellows, to ‘the utmoft of
your power and ability ; and on no account to wrong
them, or {fee them wranged, but apprife them ‘of

* This and the following paragraph are to be omnte&, if prenouﬂy
ufdst ini.the courfe of the ceremony. -
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approaching danger, and view their intereft as infe-
parable from your own. .

Such is the nature of your engagemehts s a
Craft{tnan, and thefe duties you are now bound to.
obfervc by the moft facred ties. ]

The Second Seftion.

The Second Se&ion of "this Degree prefents an
ample field for the man of genius to perambulate. It
curforily fpecifies the particular claffes of the Order,
and explains the requifite qualifications for prefermént:
in each. In the explanation of our ufages, many
remvirks are introduced, which are equally ufeful to
the experienceéd artift and fage moralift. The various
operations of the mind are demonftrated, as far as
they will admit of elacidation, and a fund of exten-
five fcience is explored throughout. Here we find
employment for leifure hours; trace fcience fromits
original fource ; and, by drawing the attention to the
fum of perfetion, contemplate with admiration the
wonderfal works of the Creator. Geometry is dif-
played, with all its powers and properties ; and in-
the difquifition of this f¢ience, the mind is filled with
rapture and delight. Such is the latitude of this
Se&tion, that the moft judicious may fail in an at-
tempt to explain it, the rational powers being exerted
to their utmoft ftretch in illuftrating the beauties of
Nature, and demonftrating the moré important truths -
of Morality. '

As the orders of architeGture come under confi-
D 2
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deration in this Se&tion, the following brief deferip--
tion of them may not be improper :

By order in archite&ure, is meant a fyftem of the
members, proportions, and ornaments of columns
and pilafters ; or, it is a-regular arrangement of the
projefting parts of a building, which, united with
thofe of a column, form a beautiful, perfe&t, and
complete whole. Order in archite€ture may be traced
from 'the firft formation of fociety. When the rigour
of feafons obliged men to contrive fhelter from:
the inclemency of the weather, we learn that they.
firft planted trees on end, and then laid others acrofs,
to.fupport a covering. The bands which conne&ted
thofe: trees at top and bottom, are faid to have fug-
gefted the idea of the bafe and capital of pillars ;-
and from this fimple hint originally proceeded the
more improved art of architecture.

+ The five orders are thus clafled : the Tufcan,
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Compofite.

The Tufcan is the moft imple and folid of the five
orders. It was invented in Tufcany, whence it derives:
" its name. Its column is feven diameters high ; and its
capital, bafe, and entablature have but few mouldings. -
The-fimplicity of the conftrution of this column-
renders it eligible whére folidity is the chief objeQ,
and where ornament would be fuperfluous.

. The Doric order, which is plain and natural, is
the moft ancient, and was invented by the Greeks.
Its column is eight diameters high, and it has feldom
any ornaments on bafe or capital, except mouldings ;
though the frieze is diftinguifhed by triglyphs and
metopes, and the triglyphs compofe the ornaments of
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the frieze. The folid compofition of this order gives
it a preference in ftruGtures where ftrength and a
noble but rough fimplicity are chiefly required.

The Doric is the beft proportioned of all the or-
‘ders. The feveral parts of which it is compofed, are
founded on the natural pofition of folid bodies: - In
its firft invention it was more fimple than in its pre-
fent ftate. In after-times, when it began to be adorned,
it gained the name of Doric ; for when it was con-
ftrufted in its primitive and fimple form, the name
of Tufcan was conferred on it Hence the Tufcan
precedes the Doric in rank, on account of the refem-
blance to that pillar in its original ftate.

The Ionic bears a kind of mean proportion between

the more folid and delicate orders. Its column is
nine diameters high; its capital is adorned with
volutes, and its cornice has denticles. There is both
delicacy and ingenuity difplayed in this pillar ; ‘the
invention of which is attributed to the Ionians, as the
famous temple of Diana at Ephefus was of this order.
It is faid to have been formed after the model of an
agreeable young woman, of an elegant fhape, dreffed
in her hair ; as a contraft to the Doric order, which
was_formed after that of a firong’ robuft man.
. The Corinthian, the richeft of the five orders, is
deemed a mafter-piece of art, and was invented at
Corinth by Callimachus. Its column is ten diameters
high, and its capital is adorned with - two rows of
leaves, and eight volutes, which fuftain the abacus.
The frieze is ornamented with curious devices, and
the cornice with denticles and modillions. This
order is ufed in ftately and fuperb ftructures.

b3
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Callimachus is faid to have taken the hint of the
capital of this pillar from the following remarkable
circumftance : — Accidentally pafing by the tomb of
a young lady, he perceived a bafket of teys, covered
with a tile placed over an acanthus root, having been
left there by her nurfe. As the hranches grew up,
they encompafled the bafket, till, arriving at the tile,
they met with an obftrution, and bent downwarda.
Callimachus, ftruck with the object, fet about imi-
tating the figure ; the vafe of the capital he made to
reprefent the bafket ; ' the abacus the tile; and the
volutes, the bending leaves. -

The Compofite is compounded of the other orders,
and was contrived by the Romans. Its: capital has
the two rows of leaves of the Corinthian, and the
volutes of the Ionic. Its column has the quarter-
round as the Tufcan and Doric orders, is ten dia»
meters high, and its cornice has denticles or imple
modillions.  ‘This piJlar is generally found in
buildings where ftrength, elegance, and beauty, are
united.

The original orders of archite€ture were no more
than three s the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian. To thefe
the Romans added two: the Tufcan, which they
.made plainer than the Doric; and the Compofite,
which was more ornamental, if not more beautiful,
than the Corinthian. The firt threc orders alone
fhew invention and particular charalter, and effen-
tially differ from each other : the two others have
nothing but what is borrowed, and differ only acci-
dentally; the Tufcan is the Doric in its earlieft
ftate ; ar' *he Compofite is the Corinthian enriched
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with the Ionic. To the Greeks, and not.to-the Ro-
mang, we are. indebted for what is gteat, )\}dlClOll?o
and d;&m& in-architeCture. :

Thcfe obfetvanons are lntended to mduce dw
induftrious Craftfman to purfue his refearches.intg
the rife and progrefs of architeéture, by confulting
the works of the beft writers on the fubjc&.

An analyfis of the human faculnes' is alfo guen
in this SeQion; in which the five external fenfes par=
ticularly claim attention. When, thefe topica are
propofed in qur affemblies, we' are net confined ta
any peculiar mode of explanatiofi ; but every brother
is at liberty to .offer his {emnments under propet
reftritions. -

The fenfes' we are to conﬁdcr as the gifts-of
Nature, and the primary regulators: of eur: ative
powers 3. 35" by them alone we are confcious of the
diftance, masyrey nngd. propsrties of external objefts.
Renfon, properly emplayed, confirms the dacuients
of Nature; which .are always. true and wholefome :
the diftinguithes the good from the bad ; rejects the
lat with modefty, and adheres to the firft - wnth
reverence. ,

The obje@s of human knowledge are ' innumer-
able ; -the chapnels by which this knowledge i4 can-
veyed, are few.” Ameng. thefe, the. perception of
external things by the fenfes, and the information
we receive from human teftimony, are not the leaft
confiderable ; the analogy between them is obvious,
_ In the teftimony. of Nature given by the fenfes,. as
well as in human‘teftimony given by information,

D 4
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things dre fignified by figns.  In one as well as the
other, the mind, either by original principles, or by
cuftom, pafles from the fign to the conception and
belief of the thing fignified. The figns in the natural
language; as well as the figns in our eriginal per-
¢eptions, have the fame fignification in all climates
and nations, and the fkill of i mterpretmg them is not
acquired, but innate.

K Havmg made thefe obfervations, we {hall proceed
to give a brief defcription of the five fenfes :

" Hearing is that -fenfe by which we diftinguifh’

founds, and are capable of enjoying all the agreeable.
charms of mufic. "By it we are enabled to -enjoy
the pleafures of fociety, and reciprocally te commu-
ricate to each other, our thoughts and -ifiténtions,
our purpofes and defires ; while our réafon is capable
of exerting its utmoft power‘and energy. :

- "The wife and beneficent Author of Nature feems
to- have intended, by the formation of this fenfe,
that we fhould be focial creatures, and receive thé
greateft and moft important part of our knowledge
by - the information of others. For thefe purpofes
we are endowed with Hearing, that, by a proper
exertion of our rational powers, our happmefs may
be complete

- .Seeing. is that fenfe by w}nch we d:ﬁingmﬂ:
objeéts, and ‘are enabled, in an inftant of - time;
without change of place or fituation, to view armies
in battle-array, figures of the moft ftately ftruGtures;
and all the agreeable variety difplayed in the land-

. fcape . of Nature. By this fenfe we find our way
in the pathlefs ocean, traverfe the globe of- earth,

“
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determine its figure and dimenfions, and delineate
any region or quarter of it. By it we meafure the
planetary orbs, and make new difcoveries in the
fphere of the fixed ftars. Nay more, by it we
perceive the tempers and difpofitions, the paffions
and affeQions of our fellow-creatures, when they
with moft to conceal them; fo that though the
tongue may be taught to lie and diffemble, the
countenance will difplay the hypocrify to the dif-
cerning eye. In fine, the rays of light which
adminifter to this fenfe, are the moft aftonifhing
parts of the inanimate creation, and render the eye,
with all its appurtenances, a peculiar obje& of
admiration.

Of all the faculties, fight is the nobleft. The
firuture of the eye evinces the admirable contri-
vance of Nature for performing its various external
and internal motions; and the variety that is dif-
played in the eyes of different animals, fuited to their
feveral ways of life, clearly demontftrates this organ
to be the mafter-piece of Nature’s work.

* Feeling is that fenfe by which we diftinguith the
different qualities of bodies: fuch as, heat and cold;
hardnefs and fofinefs, roughnefs and fmoothnefs,
figure, folidity, motion, and extenfion. By means
of certain correfponding fenfations of touch, thefe
are prefented to the mind as real external qualities,
~ and the conception or belief of them is invariably
conneted with thefe correfponding fenfations, by an
original principle of human nature, which far tran-
{cends our inquiry.

All knowledge beyond our original perceptions is

L)
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got by experience. The conftancy of Nature’s laws

connells the fign with the thing fignified, and we

rely on the continuance of that conne@ion which
experience hath difcovered.

The three fenfes, fecing, bearmg, and feeling, are
deemed peculiarly effential among Mafons.

Smelling enables us to diftinguith odours, which
convey different impreffions to the mind. Animal
and vegetable bodies, and indeed motit other bodies,
continually fend forth effluvia of vaft fubtilty, as well
in the ftate of life and growth, as in the flate of
fermentation and putrefa&ion. The volatile particlcs
probably repel each other, and fcatter themfelves in
the air, till they meet with other bodies to which
they bear a chemical affinity, with which they unite,
and form new concretes. Thefe effluvia being drawn
into the noftrils along with the air, are the means by
which all bodies are fmelled. Hence it is_evident,
that there is a manifeft appearance of defign in the.
great Creator’s  having planted the organ of fmell in
the infide of that canal, through which the air con-
tinually paffes in refpiration.

Tafling enables us to make a proper diftin&ion in
the choice of our food. The organ of this fenfe -
guards the entrance of the alimentary canal, as that
of fmell guards the entrance of the canal for refpira.
tion. From the fituation of thefe organs, it is plain
that they were intended by Nature to enable us to
diftinguifh wholefome food from that which is nau-
feous. Every thing that enters into the ftomach
muft undergo the fcrutiny of Tafling, and by it we
are capable of difcerning the changes which the fame
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body undergoes.in the different compofitions. Df arty
cookery, chemigtry, pharmaey, &c.- '

Smellmg and Tafting are infeparably conne&ed H
and it is by the unnatural kind of life which- men
commonly lead in fociety, that thefe fenfes are ren-
dered lefs fit to perform their natural offices.

. Through the medium of the fenfes, we are ena-
bled to form juft and accurate notions of the
operations of Nature ;. and when we refle& on the
means by which the fenfes are gratified, we becomg
confcious of the exiftence of bodies; and attend
to them, till they are rcndercd famlhar ob;e&s of
thought. '

‘To underftand and analyfe the operauons of the
mind, is an attempt in which the moft judicipus may
fail. All we know is, that the fenfes,are the channels
of communication to the mind, which is ultimately
affeCted by their operation; and when the mind. is
difeafed, every fenfe lofes. its virtue. 'The fabric of
the mind, as well as that of the body, is curious and
wonderful ; the faculties of the one ave adapted tg
their feveral ends with- equal wifdom, and no lefs
propriety, than the organs of the other, “The incon~
ceivable wifdom of an Almighty Being is difplayed
in the ftructure of the mind, which extends its
powers over every branch of fcience'; it is thereforg
a theme peculiarly worthy of attention. . In the arts
and fciences which have leaft connexion with the
mind, its faculties are ftill the engines which we muft
employ; and the better we underftand their nature
and ufe, their defe&s and diforders, we will apply.

D6
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them with- the greater fuccefs. In.the. nobleft arts,
the mind is the fubje& upon which we operate.

Wife men agree, that there is'but one way to the .
knowledge of Nature’s works — the way of obferva-
tion and experiment. By our conftitution we have a
ftrong propenfity to trace particular fats and obfer-
tions to general rules, and to apply thofe rules to
account for other effe@s, or to direct us in the pro-.
du&lien of them. This procedure of the undcrﬂanding
is familiar in the common affairs of life, and is the .
means by which every real dlfcovery in philofophy is
made.

On the mind all our knowledge muft depend ; it
therefore conftitutes a proper fubje&t for the invefti-
gation of Mafons. Although, by anatomical difletion
and obfervation, we may become acquainted with
the body, it is by the anatomy of the mind alone we
can drfcover its powers and principles.
 To fum up the whole of this tranfcendant mea-
fure of God’s bounty to man, we may add, that
friemory, ‘imagination, tafte,  reafoning, :moral per-
ception, -and all the aive powers. of the foul,
prefent fuch a vaft and. boundlefs field for philo-
fophical difquifition, as far exceeds human inquiry,
and are peculiar myfteries, known only to Nature,
and to -Nature’s God, to whom all are. indebted
fer‘ creanon, prefervanon, and every bleﬂing they

CI'}JO’

' me thls theme. we proceed to illuftrate the
moral advantages of Geometry : :
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Geometry is the firfl and nobleft of fciences, and
the bafis on which the fuperftructure of Free-mafonry
- is ereted.

The contemplation of this fcience in a moral and
comprehenfive view, fills the mind with rapture.
To the true Geometrician, the regions of matter
-with which he is furrounded, afford ample fcope for
his admiration, while they open a fublime field for his
* inquiry and difquifition. Every blade of grafs which
covers. the field, every flower which blows, and
every infe& which wings its way in the bounds of
expanded fpace, proves the exiftence of a firft Caufe,
and yields pleafure to the intelligent mind.

‘The fymmetry, beauty, and order difplayed in the
various parts of animate and inanimate creation, are
pleafing and delightful themes; and naturally lead
to the fource whence the whole is derived. When
we bring within the focus of tfie eye the var varicgated
carpet of the terreftrial creation, and furvey the pro-
grefs of the vegetative fyltem, our admiration is
juftly excited, Every plant which grows, every
flower that dif] plaiys its beauties or breathes its fweets,
affords inftruction and delight. 'When we extend
our views to the animal creation, and contemplate
the varied clothing of every fpecies, we are equally
ftruck with aftonifhment | and when we trace the
lines of Geometry drawn hy the divine pencil in the
beautiful plumage of the feathered tribe, how ex-
-alted is our conception of the heavenly work ! The
" .admirable ftruCture of plants and animals, and the
infinite number of fibres and veflels which runs
through the whole, with the apt difpofition of one

R
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part to another, is a perpetual fubjeét of ftudy to;the
true Geometrician; who, while he adverts.to the
changes which all undergo in their progrefs to ma-
turity, is loft in rapture and veneration of the great
caufe which prodyced the whole, and govems thc
fyftem.

‘When he defcends into the howels of the - eartb,
and explores the kingdom of ores, minerald, and
foflils, he finds the fame inftances of divine wifdom
and goodnefs difplayed in their formationand ftruc-
ture; every gem and pebble proclaim the handy-
work of an Almighty Creator.

‘When he furveys the watery -clement, and dire&s
his attention to the wonders of the deep, with all the.
inhabitants of the mighty ocean, he perceives em-
blems of the fame fupreme intelligence. Lhe fcales

f the | e, as well as the pencilled fhell of
the moft diminutive fith, equally yield a theme for
his contemplation, on which he fondly dwells, while
the fymmetry of their formation, and the delicacy of
the tints, evince to his difcerning eye the wu'dom of
the Divine Artift.

When he exalts his view to the more noble and ele-
vated parts of Nature, and furveys the celeftial orbs,
bow much greater is his aftonithment! If, on the
principles of Geometryand true philofophy, he con-
templates the fun, the'moon, the ftars, the whole
concave of heaven, his pride is humbled, and he is loft
in awful admiration. The immenfe magnitude of
thofe bodies, the regularity and rapidity of their mo-
tions, and the vaft extent of fpace through which they

“move, are equally inconceivable; and, as far as'they

XY
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exceed human comprehenfion, baffle his moft daring
ambitiony till, loft in the immenfity of the theme, he"
finks into Lis primitive infignificance.

By Geometry, then, we curioufly trace Nature,
through her various windings, to her moft concealed
recefles. By it we difcover the power, the wifdom,
and the goodnefs of the grand Artificer of the uni-
verfe, and view with delight the proportions which
connect this vaft machine. By it we difcover how the
planets move in their different orbits, and demonflrate
their various revolutions. - DBy it we account for the
return of feafons, and the varicty of fcenes which
cach feafon difplays to the difcerning eye. Number-
lefs worlds are around us, all framed by the fame
Divine Artift, which roll through the vaft expanfe,
and are all condu€ted by the fame unerring law.

A furvey of Nature, and the obfervation of her
beautiful proportions, firft determined man to imi-
tate the divine plan, and ftudy fymmetry and order.
"This gave rife to focieties, and: birth to every ufeful
art. The archite@ began to defign, and the plans
which he laid down, improved by experience and
time, produced works which have been the admira-
tion of every age.

The Third Setion.

The Third:Section of this Degree has recourfe to
the origin of the inftitution, and views Mafonry un-
der two denominations, operative and fpeculative.
Thefe are feparately confidered, and the principles
en which both are founded are particularly ex-

-
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plained. Their affinity is pointed out by allegorical
figures and typical reprefentations. ~ Here the rife of
our government, or divifion into clafles, is examined;
the difpofition of our rulers, fupreme and {ubordi-
nate, is traced ; and reafons are afigned for the efta-
blithment of feveral of our prefent praltices. The
progrefs made in archite&ure, particularly in the
reign of Solomon, is remarked ; the number of ar-

"~ tifts who were employed in building the temple of
Jerufalem, with their privileges, are fpecified ; the
ftipulated period for rewarding merit is fixed, and
the inimitable moral to which that circumftance al-
ludes, is explained ; the creation of the world is de-
fcribed, and many particulars are vecited, which have
been carefully preferved among Mafons, and tranf-
mitted from one age to another by oral tradition.
In fhort, this Se&ion contains a ftore of valuable
knowledge, founded on reafon and facred record,
both entertaining and inftrutive, and is well calcu-
lated to enforce the veneration due to antiquity.

We can afford little afhiftance, by writing, to the

induftrious Mafon in this Setion, as it can only be
acquired by oral communication: for an explanation,
however, of the conne&tion between operative and
fpeculative Mafonry, we refer him to the Fourth
Se&ion of Book I. page 8.

The following Invocation of Solomort at the De-
dication of the Temple of Jerufalem, particularly
claims our attention in this Se&ion :
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INVOCATION. o

And Solomon ftood befére the altar of the Lord,
in the prefence of all the congregation of Hrael, and
fpread Forth his hands 3 faying,

O Lord God, there'is no God like unto thcc, in
heaven above, or in the earth beneath; who keepeft
covenant, and fhewefl. mercy, unto thy fervants;
v'lho walk before thee, with all their hearts.

- Let thy Word ‘be verified, which thou haft
Ipoken unto David, my father. .

- Let all the people of. thé earth know, that thc
Lord i8 .God ; and that there is none elfe.

- Let-all the .people of the earth know thy Name;
and. fear thee. . .

- Let all"thie: peaple of the earth know, that I have
'bmlt this houfe, and confecrated it to thy Name. .
_ But, will God indead dwell upon the earth 2, Be-
hold — the heaven, and ‘heaven of heavens, cannot
contain thee; how much lefs thls houfe, which I have
buile! . .

- Yet, have’ refpc& unto my prayer, and to my fup-~
phcanon, and hearken unto my cry:

May thine ¢yes be open toward this houfe, by day
and by night; even toward the place of which thou
hatt faid, My Name fball be there !

And when thy fervant, and thy people Ifrael, fhall
pray toward this houfe, hearken to their fupplication;
hear thou them in heaven, thy dwelling-place ; and
when thou heareft, forgive !

And the Lord anfwered, and faid, I have hal-
lowed the houfe which thou haft built, to put my
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Name there for ever ; and mine eyes and mine heart
fhall be there perpetually.

'And all the people anfwered, and faid —The
Lord is gracious, and his mercy endureth for ever.

: The Fourth Seétion. . »

The Fourth and laft Seétion of this Degnee is.no
lefs replete with vfeful inftru&ion.  Circumftances
of real importance to the Fraternity are here: parti-
cularifed, and many traditional tenets and cuftoms
confirmed by facred and profane record. The ce-
leftial and terreftrial globes are confidered with ac-
curacy 3 and here the accomplithed gentleman .may
difplay. his talents to advantage in the elucidation. of
the fciences, which are claffed in a regular arrange-
ment. The ftimulus to preferment, and the mode
of rewarding merit, are pointed out; the marks of
diftinQtion which were conferred on ‘our ancient
brethren as the reward of excellence, are explained ;
and the duties, as well as privileges, of the firft branch’
of their male offspring,defined. In fhort, this Se&ion
contains fome curious obfervations an the validity of
our forms, and concludes with the moft powerful in-
centives to ' the praltice of piety and virtue.

'As the feven liberal arts and fcxences are xlluf-
trated in this Seion, it may not be i 1mpropcr to
give a fhort explanation of them: ,

Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of
words, according to the idiom or diale& of any par-
ticular people; and that excellency of pronunciation,
which enables us to fpeak or write a language with
accuracy, agreeably to reafon, and- correét ufage..
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‘Rbetori¢ teaches us to fpgak copioufly and fineutly
on any fubjed, not merely with propriety, but with
all the advantages of force and elegance ; wifely con-
triving to captivate the hearer by ftrength of argu-
ment and beauty of cxpreffion, whether it be to in-
treat or exhort, to admpnifh or applaud.

Logic teaches us to guide our reafon difcretionally
in the general knowledge of things, and dire& our
inquiries after truth. It confifts of a regular train
of argument, whence we infer, deduce, and conclude,
aecording to:certain premifes laid down, admitted, or
graated; and in'it are employed the faculties of
conceiving, judging, reafoning, and difpefing; which
are naturally led on from one gradation to another,
till the point in queftion is finally determined. '

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of
numbers, which is varioufly effefted, by letters,
tables, figures, and inftruménts. * By this art, rea-
fons and demonfirations are given, for finding out
any certain number, whofe relation or affinity to
others is already known.

Geometry treats of the powers and properties of
magnitudes in general, where length, breadth, and-
thicknefs, are confidered. By this {cience, the archi-
tect is enabled to conftruct his plans; the general,
to arrange his foldiers; the engineer, to mark out
ground for encampments ; the geographer, to give
us the dimenfions of the world, delineate the extent
of feas, and fpecify the divifions of empires, king-
doms, and provinces ; and by it alfo the aftronomer
is enabled to make his obfervations, and fix the du-
tation of times and f{eafons, years and cycles. In
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fine, Geometry is the foundation of archite&ure,
and the root of the mathematics.

Mufic teaches the art of forming concords, fo as
to compofe delightful harmony, by a propcrtional
arrangement of acute, grave, and mixed founds.
This art, by a feries of experiments, is reduced to a
fcience, with refpet to tones, and the intervals of
found only. It inquires into the nature of concords
and difcords, and enables us to find out the propor-
tion between them by numbers.

Aftronomy is that art by which we are taught to
. read the wonderful works of the Almighty Creator
in thofe facred pages the celeftial hemifphere. Af-
fifted by Aftronomy, we obferve the motions, mea-
fure the diftances, comprehend the magnitudes, and
calculate the periods and eclipfes, of the heavenly
bodies. By it we learn the ufe of the globes, the
fyftem of the world, and the primary law of nature.
‘While we are employed in the ftudy of this {cience,
we perceive unparalleled inftances of wifdom and
goodnefs, and, through the whole of creation, trace
the glorious Author by his works.

- The do&rine of the Spheres, which is included in
the fcience of Aftronomy, is alfo particularly -con-
fidered in this Setion.

The globes are two artificial fpherical bodies, on
the convex furface of which are reprefented the
countries, feas, and various parts of the earth ; the
face of the heavens, the planetary revolutions, and
other important particulars. The fphere with the
parts -of the earth delineated on its furface, is called
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the terreftrial globe ; and that with the conftella-
tions, and other heavenly bodies, the celeftial globe.
Their principal ufe, befide ferving as maps to dif-
tinguith the outward parts of the earth, and the
fituation of the fixed ftars, is to illuftrate and ex-
plain the phenomena arifing from the annual revolu-
tion, and the diurnal rotation, of the earth, round its
own axis. They are the noblefl inftruments for
giving the moft diftinQ idea of any problem or pro-
pofition, as well as for enabling us to folve it. Con-
templating thefe bodies, Mafons are infpired with a
due reverence for the Deity and his works, .and are
induced to apply with diligence and attention to
aftronomy, geography, navigation, and all the arts.
dependent on them, by which fociety has been fo
much benefited.

Thus end the different Sections of the Second
Le&ure, which, with the ceremony ufed at opening
and clofing the lodge, comprehend the whole of the
Second Degree of Mafonry. Befide a complete
theory of philofophy and phyfics, this Le&ture con-
tains a regular fyfltem of fcience, demonftrated on the
cleareft principles, and eftablifhed on the firmeft
foundation.

SECT. V.

REMARKS o the THIRD LECTURE.

- IN treating with propriety on any fubje&, it is ne-
ceffary to obferve a regular courfe; in the former De-
grees we have recapitulated the contents of the feyeral
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Setions, and fhould willingly purfue the fame plan-
in this Degrcc, did not the variety of pa'mculars of
which it is compofed, render it impoffible to give an
abfira&, without violating the rules of the Order.
It may be fufficient to remark, that, in twelve Sec-
tions, of which this LeQure confifts, every circum-
~ ftance that refpets government and fyftem, ancient
~ lore and deep refearch, curious invention and inge-
nious difcovery, is colle€ted ; and accurately traced 3
while the mode of praltifing our rites on public as
well as private occafions, is fatisfactorily explained.
Among the brethren of this Degree, the land-marks
of the Order are preferved ; and from them is de-
fived that fund of information, which expert and in-
genious Craftfmen only can afford, whofe judgment
has been matured by years and experience. To a
complete knowledge of this LeQure, few attain ; but
it is an infallible truth, that he who acquires by
merit the mark of pre-eminence to which this De- -
gree entitles him, receives a reward which amply
compenfates for all his paft diligence and afliduity.

 From this clafs of the Order, the rulers of the
Craft are feleCted ; as it is only from thofe who are
capable of giving inftruction, that we can properly
expe& to receive it to advantage.

The Firft Section.

The ceremony of initation into the Third Degree
s particularly fpecified in this branch of the Le€ture,
and many ufeful inftru@ions are given.
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Such is the importance of this Seftion, that we
may fafely aver, whoever is unacquainted with “ity
is ill-qualified to act as a ruler or. govérnor of the
work of Mafonry. '

Prayer at Initiation into the Third Degree.

'O Lord, dire& us to know and ferve thee aright |
profper our laudable undertakings! and grant that,
as we increafe in knowledge, we may improve in vir-
tue, and ftill farther promote thy honour and glory{
Amm

' Charge at Initiation into the Third Degree.
'BROTHER, ‘

Your zeal for the inftitution of Free-mafonry, the
progrefs which you have made in the art, and your
conformity to the general regulations, have pointed
you out-as a proper objet of .aur favour and efteem..
. Inthe chara&er of a Mafter-mafon, you are hence-
forth authorifed to cerreét the errors and irregula-
sities of brethren and fellows, and guard-them againft
a breach of fidelity., To unprove the morals and
corre&t the manners of men in fociety, muft be your
conftant care; with this view, therefore, you are al-
ways to recommend to inferiors, obedxencc and fub—
miffion ; to equals, courtefy and aﬂ‘hbxhty 5 to fut
periors, kindne(s and condefcenfion. © Uhniverfal'be-
nevolence you are to inculcate ; and, by the regularity
of your own behaviour, afford the beft example for
the conduct of others. The ancient land-matks of
the Otder, which are here intrufted to yout care,

9
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you are to preferve facred and inviolable 5 and never
fuffer an infringement of our rites, or a’ devxatlon
from eftablithed ufage and cuftom.

Duty, honour, and gratitude, now bind you to be
faithful to every truft; to fupport with becoming
dignity your new charalter; and to enforce, by ex-
ample and precept, the tenets of the fyftem. Let no
motive, thercfore, make you fwerve from your duty,
violate your vows, or betray your tru[t but be true .
and faithful, and imitate the examplc of that ccle-
brated artift whom you have once reprefented ‘By
this exemplary condut you will convince the world,
that merit has been the title to our pnvnlcges, and

that, on you, our favours have not been undefervedly
beftowed. . Co

The Second Setion.
The Second Setion is an introduion to the pro-
_ceedings of the Chapter of Mafter-mafons, and
illuftrates feveral points which are. well known' to
experienceéd Craftfmen. It inveftigates, in the ce-
remony of openmg the - Chapter, fome important
circumftances in the two precedmg Degrecs. '

The Third Se&mn. .
The Third Se&ion commences the hnﬁoncal tta-

ditions of the Order; which are chiefly. collected
from facred record, and other authentic documents.

* The Fourth SeStion. ‘ .
_The Fourth Setion farther illuftrates the hifto-
rical traditions of the Order ; and prefents to. yiew

IR
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a ﬁni_{héd piture of the utmoft confequence to the
Fraternity.

The Fifth Section.

The Fifth SeQion continues the explanation of
the hiftorical traditions of the Order.‘

The Sixth Settion.

The Sixth Se@ion concludes the hx&oncal tradi-
tions of the Order.

The Seventh Seition. -
The Seventh Se&ion illuftrates the hieroglyphical
emblems reftrited to the Third Degree, and incul.’
. cates many ufeful leflons, which are intended to ex-
tend knowledge, and promote virtue. - -
This Se&ion is indifpenfably neceffary to be un-
derftood by every Mafter of the lodge.

The Engtb Section.

The Eighth SeQion treats of the government of the-
Fraternity, and the difpofition of our rulers, fu-
preme and fubordinate. It is generally rehearfed at
inftallations. :

, , The Ninth Section.*

The Ninth Seion recites the qualifications of our
rulers ; and illuftrates the ceremony of inftallation in
the Grand Lodge, as well as in the private affemblies
of Mafons.

* For many particulars to which this and the two following Se&ions
relate, fee the Ceremonies of Conftitution, Confecration, Inftallation, &e.

annexed to thefe Remarks.
E
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The Tenth Seition.

The Tenth Section comprehends the ceremenies.

of conftitution and confecration, and a variety of par-
ticulars explanatory of thofe ceremonies.

The Eleventh Seion.

The Eleventh Settion illuftrates the ceremonies
ufed at laying the foundation-ftoges of churches,
chapels, palaces, hofpitals, &c. alfo the. ceremonies.
obferved at the Dedication of the Lodge, and at the
Interment of Maﬁer-mafons.

The T 'we_lﬂb Seﬂwn :

The Twelfth Setion contains a-recapitulation of
the effential points of the Lectures in all the Degrees,,

and corroborates the whole by infallible teftimony.

Having thus given a general fummary of the Lec-
tures reftri€led to the three Degrees of the Order,
and made fuch remarks-on each Degree as. might
illuftrate the fubjets. treated, little farther can he
wanted to encourage the zealous Mafon: to perfevere
in his refearches. He who has traced the Art in a°
regular progrefs from the commencement of the
Firft to the conclufion of the Third Degree, accord-
ing to the plan here laid down, muft have amafled
an ample-ftore of knowledge, and will refle& with
pleafure on the good effe@s of his paft diligence and
attention. By applying the improvements he has
made to the general advantage of fociety, he will
fecure to himfelf the veneration of Mafons, and the
approbation of all good men.

-
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SECT. VI
Of the Ancient Ceremonies of the Order.

'WE thall now proceed to illuftrate the Ancient
Ceremonies of the Order, particularly thofe ob-
ferved at the Conftitution and Confecration of the
Lodge, and at the Inftallation of Officers, with the
ufual charges delivered on thofe occaﬁons. We fhall
likewife annex an explanatxon of the Cctemomes
ufed at laying the Foundation-ftones of Public
StruCtures, at the Dedication of Public Halls, and’
at Funerals; and clofe this part of the treatife thh
the Funeral Service.

The -Manner of conflituting the Lodge, including the
Ceremony of Confecration, &'c. . .

Any number of Mafter-mafons, not under feven,
refolved to form the new Lodge, muft apply, by pe-
tition *, to the Grand Mafter; fetting forth < That
¢ they are regular + Mafons, and ave at prefent, or

* The mode of applying by petition to the Grand Mafter for a warrant
to meet as a regular lodge, commenced only in the year 1718 ; previous to
that time, lodges wete empowered, byinherent privileges vefted in the Fra-
ternity at large, to meet and aét occafionally under the dire@ion of fome
able architest, and the agting magiftrate of the country; and the proceed-
ings of thofe meetings being approved by the wajority of the brethren con-
vened at another lodge affembled in the fame diftri®, were deemed con-

‘ftitational, By fuch an inherent authority the Lodge of Antiguity in
London now aéts, having no warrant from the Grand Lodge, but an an-
thority traced from time immemorial, which has been long and univerfally
admitted and acknowledged by the whole Fraternity, and which no war-
rant or other inftrament of any particular mafonic jarifdiction can poffibly
fuperfede. .
+ By regular Mafons is to be underftood perfons initiated into Mafonry
in a regular lodge, aéting agreeably to the Conftitutions of the Order.
E 2
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¢ have been, members of the regular lodge * : That,
¢ having the profperity of the Fraternity at heart,
¢ they are willing to exert their beft endeavours to
¢ promote and diffufe the genume principles of the
¢ Art; and for the conveniency of their refpetive
¢ dwellings, and other good reafons, have agreed to
¢ form the new Lodge, to be named :
¢ That, in confequence of this refolution, they pray
¢ for a warrant of conttitution, to empower them
¢ to meet as the regular lodge, on the of
¢ every month, at s and then and there to
¢ difcharge the dutics of Mafonry in a regular and
¢ conftitutional manner, according to the original
¢ forms of the Order, and the laws of the Grand
¢ Lodge: That they have nominated and do recom-
¢ mend A. B. to be the firft Mafter, and C. D. to be
¢ the firft Senior Warden, and E.F. to be the firft
¢ Junior Warden, of the faid Lodge: That, the prayer
¢ of the petition being granted, they promife ftrict
¢ conformity to every regular edit and command of
¢ the Grand Mafter, and to all the conftitutional laws
¢ and regulations of the Grand Lodge.’

This petition, being figned by at leaft feven regular -
Mafons, and recommended by the Mafters of three
regular lodges adjacent to the place where the new
Lodge is to be formed, is delivered to the Grand
Secretary ; who, on prefentmg it to the Grand
Mafter, or in his abfence to the Deputy, and its

being approved, is ordered to grant a difpenfation,
authonﬁng the brethren fpecified in the petition to

* A Lodge regularly conflituted, or legally wammed by the Grand
Lodge of the country to aét.
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affemble as Mafons in open lodge for forty days, and
pradtife the rites of the Order, until fuch time as a
conftitution can be obtained by command of the
Grand Lodge, or that authority be recalled.

In confequence of this difpenfation, the lodge is
formed at the place fpecified; and its tranfations
being properly recorded, are valid for the time being,
provided they are afterwards approved by the bre-
thren convened at the time of Conftitution.

When the Grand Lodge has fignified its appro-
bation of the new Lodge, and the Grand Mafter is
thoroughly fatisfied of the.truth of the allegations fet
forth in the petition, he appoints a day and' hour for
conftituting [and confecrating *] the new Lodges and
for inftalling the Mafter, Wardens, and Officers.

If the Grand Mafter in perfon attend the cere-
mony, the lodge is faid to be conftituted 1N aMPLE
ForM 3 if the Deputy Grand Mafter as as Grand
Matfter, it is faid to be conftituted in DUE ForM; and
if the power of performing the ceremony be vefted
in the Matfter of a private lodge, it is faid to be con-
ftituted 1N ForM. :

Ceremony of Conflitution.

On the dayand hour appointed, the Grand Mafter
and"his Officers, or the Mafter and Officers of any
private lodge authorifed by the Grand Mafter for
that purpofe, meet in a convenient room ; and, when
properly clothed, walk in proceffion to the lodge-
room, where, the ufual ceremonies being obferved,

¢ This is too frequently omitted.
E3
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the lodge is opened by the Grand Mafter, or Mafter
in the Chair, in all the Degrees of the Order.  After
a fhort prayer, an ode in honour of Mafonry is fung.
The Grand Mafter, or Maiter in the Chair, is in-
formed by the Grand Secretary, or his Jocum tenens,
¢ That the brethren then prefent [naming them],
¢ being duly inftru@ed in the myfteries of the Art,
¢ defire to.be formed into the new Lodge, under the
¢ Grand Mafter’s patronage ; that a difpenfation has
¢ been granted to them for the purpofe 3 and that by
¢ virtue of this authority they had affembled as re-
¢ gular Mafons, and duly recorded their proceedings.’
‘The petition is read, as is alfo the difpenfation, and
the warrant or charter of conftitution,which had been
granted in confequence of it. The minutes of the
new Lodge while under difpenfation are likewife
read, and being approved, are declared to be regular,
valid, and conftitutional. The Grand Mafter, or
Mafter in the Chair, then takes the warrant  in his
hand, and requefts the brethren of the new Lodge,
publicly to fignify their approbation or difapproba-
tion of the Officers who are nominated in the war-
rant to prefide over them. This being fignified ac-
cordingly, an anthem is fung, and an oration on the
nature and defign of the Inftitution is delivered.

The cerémony of Confecration fucceeds, which is
never to be ufed but when it is fpecially ordered.
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Ceremony of Confecration.

The Grand Mafter and his Officers, accompanied
by fome dignified Clergyman, having taken their
ftations, and the lodge, which is placed in the cen-
tre, being covered with white fatin, the ceremony of
Confecration commences. All devoutly kneel, and
the preparatory prayer is rehearfed. The chaplain
or orator produces his authority *, and being pro-
perly ‘affifted, proceeds to confecratet. Solemn
mufic is introduced, while the neceffary preparations
are making. The lodge being then uncovercd, the
firft claufe of the confecration prayer is rchearfed,
all devoutly kneeling. The refponfc bemg made,
"GLORY To GoD OoN HIGH, incenfe is fcattered over
the lodge, and the grand honours are given. The
Invocation is then pronounced, with the honours;
after which the confecration prayer is concluded, and
the refponfe repeated as before, together with the
honours. The lodge . being again covered, all the
brethren rife up, folemn mufic is refumed, 2 bleffing
is given, and the refponfe made as before, accom-
panied with the honqur's. An anthem is then fung,
and the brethren of the new Lodge having advanced
according to rank, and offered homage to the Grand
Mafter, the ceremony of confecratxon ends.

The above ccremony bcmg finithed, the Grand
Mafter advances to the pedeftal, and conflitutes the
new Lodge in the following form :

* The conflitution roll.
4 Corn, wine, and cil, are the elements of confecration.

E 4
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¢ In theelevated chara&ter of Grand Mafter,to
¢ which the fuffrages of my brethren have raifed me,
¢ I invoke thé NaMe of the MosT HiGH, to whom
¢ be glory and honour ! May he be with you at your
¢ beginning, frengthen you in the principles of our
¢ royal Art, profper you with all fuccefs, and dire&t
¢ your zealous efforts to the good of the Craft! By
¢ the divine aid, I conftitute and form you, my good
¢ Brethren, Mafters and Fellows, into the regular
¢ Lodge of Free and Accepted Mafons; and hence-
¢ forth empower you to at in conformity to the rites
¢ of our venerable Order, and the charges of our an-
"¢ cient Fraternity. May God be.with you I’ Amen.
Flourifh with drums and trumpets.
"The grand honours are then given ; and the cere-
~mony of Inftallation fucceeds.

Ceremony of Inflallation.

"The Grand Mafter * afks his Deputy, ¢ Whether
¢ he has examined the Mafter nominated in the war-
¢ rant, and finds him well-fkilled in the noble fcience
¢ and royal Art ?° The Deputy, having anfwered in_
the affirmative +, by the Grand Mafter’s order takes
the candidate from among his fellows, and prefents
him at the pedeftal; faying, ¢ Moft worfhipful
¢ Grand Mafter, ['ot right worfhipful, as it happens, ]

# In this, and fimilar inftances, where the Grand Mafter is fpecified as
afting, may be underftood any Mafter of the lodge who performs the ce-
remony.

+ A private examination is elways underftood to precede the inflallation
of every Officer. :

—— o — e e
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¢ I prefent my worthy brother A.B. to be inftalled
¢ Mafter of the Lodge. I find him to be of good
¢ morals, of great fkill, true and trufty, and a lover of
¢ the whole Fraternity, wherefoever difperfed over the
¢ face of the earth; Idoubt not therefore that he will
¢ difcharge the duties of the office with fidelity.’

The Grand Matter then orders a fummary of the
Ancient Charges * to be read by the Grand Secretary.
[or acting Secretary] to the Mafter elet.

# As the curious reader may with to know the ancient charges that were
ufed on this occafion, we fhall here infert them verbatim, a they are con-
tained in a MS. in poffeflion of the Lodge of Antiguity in London, written
in the reign of James the Seeond.

¢ % & & & » And furthermore, at diverfe affemblies, have been put and
¢ ordained diverfe crafties by the beft advife of magiftrates aud tecllows,
¢ Tunc unus ex feniortbus tenet librum, et illi ponent manum fuam fiper
¢ librum. .

¢ Every man that is 2 Mafon take good heed to thefe charges (wee pray),
¢ that if any man find himfelfe guilty of any of thefe charges, that he may
¢ amend himfelfe, or principally for dread of God, you that be charged,
¢ take good heed that you keepe all thefe charges well, for it is a glut
¢ evill for a man to forfwear himfelfe upon a book.

¢ The firft charge is, That yee fhall be true men 10 Ged nnddzeholy

church, and to ufe no error. or herefie by your underflanding and by wife
¢ men’s teaching. Allfo,

¢ Secondly, That yee fhall be true lnge men to the King of Englun'l,
¢ without treafon or any falthood, and that yee know 0o treafon or wreach-
¢ ery,butyee fhall give knowledge thereof to the King, or to his counfell ;
¢ allfo yee fhall be true one to another, (that is to {ay) every Mafon of the
¢ craft that is Mafon allowed, yee thall doe 10 him as yee would be done

.*.untp yourfelfe.

. ¢ Thirdly, And yee fhall keepe trucly all the counfell that ought to be
¢ kept in the way of Mafoohoud, asd all the counfell of the lodge or of
¢ the chamber. — Allfo, that yee fhall be ne thiefe nor thieves to your

. ¢ knowledge free : that yee fhall be true to the king, lord, or mafter that
¢ yee ferve, and truely to fee and worke for his advantage.

" ¢ Fourthly, Yee fhall call all Mafons your fcllows, or yowr brethren,

- ¢ and no othur names, )

. E s
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“I. You agree to'be a good man and true, and
¢ ftrictly to obey the moral law.

¢ Fifthly, Yee fhall not take your fellow’s wife in villany, nor deflower
¢ his daughter or fervant, nor put him to no difworfhip.’
- ¢ ‘Sixthly, You fhall truely pey for your meat or drinke wherefoever
¢ yee goe, to table or bord, Allfo yee fhall doe no villauy there, whereby
¢ the eraft or fcience may be flandered.
¢ Thefe be the chargcs general to every true Mafon, both Mafters and
¢ Fellows.’ ]
¢ Now will Lrehearfe other charges fingle for Mafons allowed or ac-
¢ cepted.
¢ Firft, That no Mafon take on him no lord’s worke, nor any other
¢ -man’s, unlefs he know himfelfe well able 10 perform the worke, fo that
¢ rthe craft have no flaxder.
¢ Secondly, Allfo, that no mafter take worke but that he take reafonable
®:pay for itt ; fo that the lord may be truely ferved, and the mafier to live
« honeftly, and to payhis fellows truely. And that no mafter or fellow
¢ fupplant others of their worke ; (thatis to fay) that if he bath taken a
¢ worke, or elfe fland mafter of any worke, that he fhall not put him out,
* unlefs he be unable of cunning to make an end of his worke. “And no
% mafter nqr fellow fhall take no apprintice for lefs than feaven years.
¢ And that the apprintice be free-born, and of limbs whole as a man ouglrt
® to.be, and no baftard. And that no mafter or fellow take no allowance
¢ to be made Mafon withou: the affent of his fellows, at the’ leuﬁ fix or
« feaven.
¢ Thirdly, That he that be made be able in all degrees; that is, free-
¢ born, of a good kindred, true, and no bondfman, md that he have his
< right limbs as a man 6ught to have.
. ¢ Fourthly, That a mafter. take no apprintice without he have occupa-
¢ tion to occupy two or three fellows at the leaft.
" ¢ Fifthly, That no mafteror fellow put away any lord worl:e to tafke
« that onght to'be journey-worke. :
¢ Sixthly, That every mafter give pay to his fellows and fervants as they
*¢ thay déferve, foe that he be not defamed with falfe werkeing. = And
4 that none flander anodxer be}und his backe, to make him loofe his good
4 name.
- % Beaventhly, That no fellow in the houfe or abxoad anfwear another
¢ ungodly or reproveablely without a canfe, -
PR Bq,hthly, That every mafter-mafon doe reverence his elder; nnd
« that a mafon be Bo “ommon plaier at the cards, dxce, or hazard; morat
1 9

~
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“II. You agree to be a- peaceable fub]c&, and
¢ cheetfully to copform. to the laws of the countryin .
¢ which you refide. =

¢ III. You promife,.not to be concemed in plots
¢ or confpiracies againft .government, but patiently
¢ fubmit to the decifions of the fupreme legiflature. -

< IV. You agree to pay a proper refpe& to the
¢ civil magiftrate, to work diligently, live credxtably,
¢ and aé& honourably by all men.

¢ any other unlawful plaies, through the which the fuence and craft may
¢ be difhonoured and flandered.
. ¢ Ninthly, That no feliow goe into the town by night, except he bave

¢ 3 fellow with him, whq may bear him record that he wasinan- ‘honeft -

< place.

- ¢ Tenthly, That every mafter and fellow fhall come to the aﬁ”embhe, if
¢ itt be within ffty miles of him, if he have any warnimg. And if be
¢ have trefpafled againft the craft, to abide the award of mafters and
¢ fellows. .

¢ ‘Eleventhly, That every mafter-mafon and fellow that hadl trefpaffed

¢ againt the craft fhall ftand to the correftion of other mafters and fel-
¢ lows to make hita accord ;. and if theyunnot accond, to.go to the cond
‘ mon law. ,

¢ Twelvedhly, That a mnﬁer or fetlow make ot a mould-flone, fquuq,
¢ nor rule, to no'lowen, ' nof let no lowen worke within théir lodge, nor
¢ without, to mould ftone.

¢ Thirteenthly,; That every Madon receive and chenih firange feﬂows

" ¢ when they come over the countri¢, and fet them on worke if they will

« worke, as the manneris; '(that is fo fay) if the Mafon have any mould-
¢ ftone in his place, he fhall give him 2 mould-ftone, and fett him en
¢ worke ; and'if he havenone, the Mafon fhall refrefh him with mbne’
¢ unto the next lodge, .

¢ Fourteenthly, That every Mafon fhall truely ferve his mﬁer for his pay.

¢ Fifteenthly, That every mafter fhall truely make an end of his worke,
¢ tafke, or journey, whitherfoe it be.

¢ Mebedlthe;lur‘eplﬁcovmntsdnt ought to be read at the
¢ inflallment of maﬁer, or making of a Free-mafon or Free-mafons,
< The Almighty God of Jacob, whe ever have you and me m lns keepmg,
N blefs us now aed ever, Amen. 6

E
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¢ V. You agree to hold in veneration the original
¢ rulers and patrons of the Order of Mafonry, and
¢ their regular fucceflors, fupreme and fubordinate,
¢ according to their ftations; and to fubmit to the
¢ award and refolutions of your brethren in general
¢ chapter convened, in every cafe confifient with the
¢ conftitutions of the Order.

¢ VI.- You agree to avoid private piques and quar-
¢ rels, and to guard againft intemperance and excefs.

¢ VII. You agree to be cautious in carriage and
¢ behaviour, courteous to your brethren, and faithful
¢ to the lodge.

¢ VIII. You promife to refpe& genuine brethren,
« and to difcountenance impoftars, and all diffenters
¢ from the original plan of the Inftitution.

¢« IX. You agree to promote the general good of
¢ fociety, to cultivate the focial virtues, and to propa-
¢ gate the knowledge of the Art of Mafonry, as far as
¢ your influence and ability can extend.’.

On the Mafter Ele& fignifying his affent to thefe
Charges, the Secretary proceeds to read the followmg
Regulations : '

1. You admit that it is not in 1 the powerof any
¢ man, or body of men, to make innovation in the
¢ body of Mafonry.

¢« IT. You promife to pay homage to the Grand
¢ Mafter for the time being, and to his Officers, when
¢ duly inftalled; and firitly to conform to every
¢ edié of the Grand Lodge,.or General Affembly of
¢ Mafons, that is not fubverfive of the principles and
¢ groundwork of Mafonry.
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*III. You promife regularly to attend the com-
¢ mittees and communications of the. Grand Lodge,
¢ on receiving proper notice; amd to pay obedience
¢ to the duties of the Order on-all convénient oc-
¢ cafions. -

¢ IV. You admit that no new lodge can n be formcd
. ¢ without permiffion of the Grand Mafter .or his
¢ Deputy; nor any countenance given to any.irre-
¢ gular lodge, or to any perfon clandeftinely mmatcd
¢ therein.

¢V. You admit that no perfon can be mmatcd
¢ into Mafonry in, or admitted member of, the regular
¢ lodge, without previous notice, and due inquiry
¢ into his charater. )

¢ VI. You agree that no vifitors fhall be received
¢ into the lodge without pafling under due examina-
¢ tion, and producing proper vouchers of a regular
¢ initiation.

¢ Thefe are the Regulations of the Grand Lodge
¢ of Free and Accepted Mafons.’

The Grand Mafter then addreffes the Mafter Ele&
in the following manner: ¢ Do you fubmit to thofe
¢ Charges, and promife to fupport thofe Regulations,
¢ as Mafters have done in all ages before you 2’

Having fignified his cordial fubmiffion, the Grand
Mafter thus falutes him':

¢ Brother A. B., in confequence of your cheerful
¢ conformity .to the Charges and Regulations of the

¢ Order, I approve of you as Mafter of the Lodge, not
¢ doubting of your care, fkill, and capacity.’
- The new Matter is then conduéted to an adjacent
room, where he is regularly inftalled, and bound to
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his truft in ancient form, in the prefence of three in-
ftalled Mafters.

On his return to. the Lodge, the new Mafter is
eondu&ed by the [Grand] Stewards to the left hand
of the Grand Mafter, where he is invefted with the
badge of his office, and the warrant of conftitution is
delivered over to him in form ; after which the Sacred
Law, with the fquare and compaffes, the conftitutions,
the minute-book, the rule and line, the trowel, the
chifel, the mallet, the moveable and immoveable

- jewels, and all the infignia of his different Officers,
are feparately prefented to him, with fuitable charges
to each*. He is then chaired amidft the acclamations

# The fame céremony and charges attend every fucceeding inftallation,
For the accommodation of brethren, whofe diftance from the metropolis
_may deprive them of gaining the neceffary inftruétion in this important

rite, we fhall here infert a few moral obfervations on the inftruments of
Mafonry, which are ufually prefented to the Mafter of the lodge at
inftallation,

The various n'nplemems of the profeflion, emblematical of our condu&
in life, are upon this occafion carelully ennmerated.

¢ The Rule direts, that we fhould pun&uslly obferve our duty; prefs
forward in the path of virtue, and, neither inclining to the right nor to the
left, in all our adtions have eternity in view.

¢¢ The Line teaches the criterion of moral reQitude, to avoid diffimula-
tion in converfation and aQion, and to dire€t our fieps in the poth wlnch
leads to tmmortality.

¢«¢ The Trowel teaches, that nothing can be united wnhopt proper
cement, and that the perfe&ion of the huilding muft depend on the
fuitable difpofition of the cement ; fo Charity, the bond of perfe&ion and
focial union, muft link feperate minds and feparate interefts ; that, like
the radii of a circle, which extend from the centre 0 every part of the
circumference, the prnmyle of univerfal benevolence may be dlﬂ'ufed to

ber of the ¢ ity

« The Chifel demonftrates the advanuges of difcipline and education.

The mind, like the diamond, in its original flate, is unpolithed ; but as the
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of the brethren, after which he returns his becoming
acknowledgments to. the Grand Mafter, and the
acting Officers, in order. The members of the new
Lodge then advance in proceflion, pay due homage
to the new Mafter, and fignify their fubjetion and
obedience by the ufual falutations in the three De-

grees.

effes of the chifel-on the external coat foon prefents to view the latent
beauties of the diamond, fo education difcovers the latent virtues of the
tind, and draws them forth to range the large field of matter and fpace,
in order to difplay the fummlt of human knowledge, our duty to God,
and to man.

« The Plun.b admoniﬂlgs to walk upright in our flation, to hold the
feale of juftice in equal poife, to obferve the juft medium between intem-
perance and pleafure, and to make our pdﬁons and prejudlcec comeide
with the line of our duty,

¢¢ The Level demonftrates, that we are defcended ﬁ'om the fame ﬁock,
partake of the fame nature, and fhare the fame hope ; and that though
diftin&tions among men -are neceffary to preferve fubordination, yet no
eminence of flation can make us furget that we are brethren, and that
he who is placed on the ioweft fpoke of Fortune’s wheel, may be en-
titled 1o our regard ; becaufe a time will come, and the wifeft knows not
how foon, when all diftin€ions, but that of goodnefs, fhall ¢eafe ; and
Death, the' grand jeveller of human greawnefs, reduce us 10 the fame
flate. .

+¢ The Square teaches us to regulate our a&tions by rule and line, and
to harmonife our conduét by the principles of morelity and virtue.

¢« The Compaffes teach us to Limit 6ur duty-in every ftation, that,
rifing to eminence by merit, we may live refpeQed, and die regretted.
< The Mallet teaches us to lop uff excrefcences, and fmooth furfaces ;

or, in other words, to correét irregularitics, and reduce man to & proper
level ; fo that, by quiet deportment, he may, in the fchool of difcipline,
learn ta be centent. - What the Mallet is to the workman, enlightened
reafon is to the paflions 3 it curbs ambmon, depreffes envy, moderates
anger, and encourages good difpofitions; whence arifes that comely
order, .
Whkich nothing earthly gives, or can defiroy,
The foul's calm fun/hine, and the heart-feit joy.”



88 ILLUSTRATIONS

This ceremony being concluded, the new Mafter
enters immediately on the duties of his office, by
appointing his Wardens, who are feparately con-
duted to the pedeftal, prefented to the Grand
Mafter, and inftalled* by the Grand Wardens ;
after which he 1 proceeds to inveft them with their
badges of office in the following manner:

¢ Brother C. D. I appoint you Senior Warden of
¢ the lodge; and inveft you with the enfign of office.
¢ Your regular attendance on our ftated meetings is
¢ effentially neceflary ; as, in my abfence, you are to
« govern the lodge, and, in my prefence, to affift me
¢ in the government of it, I firmly rely on your
¢ knowledge of the Art, and actachment to the lodge,
< for the faithful di{charge of the duties of the office.’

¢ Brother E. F. I appoint you Junior Warden of
¢ the lodge; and inveft you with the badge of
¢ office . To you I entruft the examination of vi-
¢ fitors, and the introdution of candidates. Your
¢ regular and punctual attendance is particularly
¢ requefted; and I have no doubt that you will
¢ faithfully execute every duty which you owe to
¢ your prefent appointment.’

. * The Mafler and Wardens are inftalled as the reprefentatives of all the
Mafter-mafons who are abfent.

4+ When the Grand Mafter and his Officers attend t0 conftitute a
new Lodge, the D. G. M. ufcally invefts the Mafter, the Grand
Wardens inveft the Warden:, the Grand Treafurer and Grand.Se-
ctetary inveft the Treafurer and Secretary, and the Grand Stewards the
Stewards.

3 Here fpecify its.moral excellence.
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The new Mafter then addreﬂ'cs the Wardens'to-
- gether :

¢ Brother Wardens, you are both too expert in
¢ the principles of Mafonry, to require much in-
¢ formation in the duties of your refpetive offices :
¢ {uffice it to mention, that what you have feen praife-
¢ worthy in others, it is expe@ed you will carefully
¢ imitate ; and what in them to you may have ap-
¢ peared defeltive, you will in yourfelves amend.
¢ Good order and regularity you muft endeavour to
¢ promote ; and, by a due regard to the laws in your
¢ own condu@, enforce obedience to them in thc
¢ conduét of others.’ :

The Wardens retiring to their fcats, the Treafu-
rer * is next invefted. The Secretary is then called
to the pedeftal, and invefted with the jewel of his
office ; upon wlnch the new Mafter addrefles
him :

¢ I appoint you, Brother G. H., Secretary of the
¢ lodge. It is your province to record the minutes,
¢ fettle the accounts, and iffue out the fummons for
¢ the regular meetings. Your good inclinations to
¢ Mafonry and the lodge will, no doubt, induce you
‘to dxfcharge the duties of the office with fidelity,
¢ and by fo doing you will merit the eﬁecm and ap-
¢ plaufe of your brethren.’

The Deacons + are then named, and invefted ; on
which the Mafter addreffes them as follows :

* This officer is not appointed by the Mafter, but ele@ted by the
lodge. '

4+ The Deacons are the afting Deputies of the Wardens, and Re-
prefentatives of all the abfent Craftfmen.
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¢ Brothers I. K. and L. M. I appoint you Deacons
¢ of the lodge. It is your province to attend on the
¢ Mafter, and tovaflit the Wardens in the aQive
¢ duties of the lodge ; fuch as in the reception of
¢ candidates into the different Degrees, and in the
¢ immediate pracice of our rites. Thofe columns *,
¢ the badges of your office, I entruft to your care,
¢ not doubting your vigilance and attention.’

The Stewards + are next called up, and invefted ;
upon which the following charge is delivered to them
by the new Mafter:

¢ Brothers N. O. and P. QI appoint you Stewards
¢ of the lodge. The duties of your office are, to
¢ introduce vifitars, and fee that they are. properly
¢ accommodated 3 to collect fubfcriptions and other
¢ fees, and  keep- an ¢xat account of the lodge ex-
¢ pences. Your regular and early attendance will
¢ afford the beft proof of your zeal and attachment.’

. The new Maftet then appoints the Tyler, and de-
livers over to him: the inftrument of his office, with
a fhort chaige on the occafion; after which he ad-
drefles the Members of the lodge as follows :

¢ BRETHREN,
¢ Such is the nature of our con&xtutnon, tbat as
¢ fome muft of neceflity rule and teach, fo_others
¢ muft of courfe learn to fubmit and obey. Humility

* When the work of Mafonry in the lo:lge is carrying on, the column
of the Senior Deacon is raifed; when the lodge is at refrefhment the
column of the Junior Dcacon is raifed.

+ The Stewards are affiftants to the Deu.'ons, and the Reprefentatives
of all the abfent Entered Appreatices.
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¢ in both, is an eflential duty. The brethren whom
¢ I have appointed to affift me in the government of
¢ the lodge, arc too well acquainted with the prin-
¢ ciples of Mafonry, and the rules of good manners,
¢ to extend the power with which they are entrufted ;
¢ and you are too fenfible of the propricty of their
¢ appointment, and of too generous difpefitians, to
¢ envy their preferment. From the knowledge I
¢ have of both Officers and Members, I truft that we
¢ fhall have but one aim — to pleafe each other, and
¢ unite in the great defign of communicating hap-
¢ pinefs.’

The Grand Mafter gives the Brethren joy of their
Officers, recommends harmony, and exprefles a with
that the only contention in the lodge may be, a ge-
nerous emulation-to vie in cultivating the royal Art,
and the moral virtues. The Lodge then joins in the
general falute, and the newly inflalled Mafter returns
thanks to the Grand Mafter for the honour of the
conftitution.

The Grand Secretary proclims the new Lodge
three times, with the honours of Mafonry, and a
flourith of horns each time: after which the Grand
Mafter orders the lodge to be regiftered in the Grand
Eodge books, and the Grand Secretary to notify the
fame to the regular lodges.

A fong* with a chorus, accompanied by the mufic,
concludes the ceremony of Conftitution, and the lodge
is clofcd with the ufual folemnities in the three De-

* Many’ of the anthems and fongs ufed on this and other occafions,”
are inferted at the end of the volume. .
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grees by the Grand Mafter and his Officers ; after
which the proceflion is refumed, and returns to the
apartment whence it fet out.

This is the ufual ceremony at the Conftitution of
a new Lodge, which the Grand Mafter may abridge,
or extend, at pleafure ; but the material points are
on no account to be omitted.

e . .

The Ceremony obferved at laying the Founa'atton- Stones
of Public Structures.

"This ceremony is condu&ted by the Grand Mafter
and his Officers,. affited by the Members of the
Grand Lodge only. No private Mafon, or inferior
oflicer. of any lodge, can be admitted to join in the
ceremony. _Provincial Grand Mafters are authorifed
to execute this duty in their feparate provinces, when
they are accompanied by their Officers, and the Mafter
and Wardens of the regular lodges under their jurif-
diction ; but the Chief Magiftrate and civil officers
of the place where the building is to be ereéted, muft
be inyited to attend on the occafion. The ceremony
is thus condudted :

At the time appointed, the Grand Lodge is con-

‘vened at fome convenient place approved by the Grand
Mafter. A band of martial mufic is provided, and the
brethren appear in the infignia of the Order, genteelly
dreffed, with white gloves and aprons. The lodge
being opened by the Grand Mafter, and the rules for
regulating the proceffion to and from the place where
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the ceremony is to be performed, rehearfed by the
Grand Secretary, the neceffary cautions are given
from the chair, and the lodge is adjourned; after
which the proceffion fets out in the following order :

Two Tylers, with drawn fwords ;
) Mufic;
Members of the Grand Lodge, two and two ;
A Tyler, iu his uniform ;
Paft Grand Stewards ;
Grand Tyler;
Prefent Grand Stewards, with white rods ;
Secretary of the Stewards’ Lodge ;
Wardens of the Stewards’ Lodge ;
MasTER of the Stewards’ Lodge ;
Chuoirifters ;
) Archite& ; o
Sword-bearer, with the fword of ftate;
~ Grand Becretary, with his bag ;
Grand Treafurer, with his ftaff;
The Bible ®, Square, and Compaffes, on a crimfon velvet cuthion,
carried by the Mafter of a Lodge, fupported by two
Stewards with white rods;
Grand Chaplain;
L .' . Provincial Grand Mafters ;
Paft Grand Wardens ;
Paft Deputy Grand Mafters 5
Paft Grand Mafters ;
Chief Magiftrate and civil Officers of the Place;
Grand Wardens ;
Deputy Grand Mafter ;
‘The Conflitutions curried by the Mafter of the oldeft Lodge + ;
: GRAND MasTER.
Two Stewards clofe the Proceffion.

_# Where the Bible is mentioned, it applies to whatever is confidered to
be the law of God.

+ Inallufion to the Conflitutious of* the Order being originally vefted
in that Officer ; who, in cafe of the refignation, or death, of the Grand
Mafter, is confidered for the time being as the ating governor and
Dire&or of the Fratemity.
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A triumphal arch is ufually ereéted at the place
where the ceremony is to be performed, with proper
fcaffolding for the reception of the brethren. The
proceflion paffes through the arch, and the brethren
-vepair to their flands, while the Grand Mafter and
his Officers take their places on a temporary platform,
covered with carpet ; an ode on Mafonry is fung, and
the Grand Mafter having commanded filence, the
neceflary preparations are made for laying the ftone ;
on which is engraved the year of our Lord and of
Mafonry, the name of the reigning Sovereign, and
the name, titles, &c. of the Grand Mafter. The
upper part of the Stone * being raifed by an engine
ere@ed for the purpofe, the Grand Chaplain or
Orator repeats a fhort prayer; and the Grand Trea-
furer having, by the Grand Mafter’s command,
placed on the lower part of the Stone various coins
and medals of the prefent reign, folemn mufic is in-
troduced, an anthem fung ; and the upper part of the
ftone let down into its place, and properly fixed;
upon which the Grand Matfter defcends to the Stone, -
and gives three knocks with his mallet, amidft the
acclamations of the fpe@ators. The Grand Mafter
‘then delivers over to the Archite&t the various im-
plements of archite&ure, intrufting him with the
fuperintendance and dire&ion of the work ; after
which he re-afcends the platform, and an oration
fuitable to the occafion is delivered. A voluntary
fubfcription is then made for the workmen, and the
fum colle&ted placed upon the Stone by the Grand

* The foundation-ftone is ufually compofed of two fepurate pieces,
hollow in the centre, which, when united, appear as one flone. .
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" Treafurer.’ A fong in honour of Mafonry concludes

the ceremony, after which the proceflion returns to
_the place whence it fet out, and the lodge is clofed
by the Grand Wardens.

e —— -

The Ceremony obferved at the Dedication of Mafons
Halls.

On the day appointed for the celebration of the
ceremony of Dedication, the Grand Mafter and his
Officers, accompanied by all the Brethren who are
members of the Grand Lodge, meet in a convenient
room adjoining to the place where the ceremony is
to be performed, and the Grand Lodge is opened, in
ample form, in all the Degrees. The order of pro-.
ceflion being read by the Grand Secretary, and a. ge-:
neral charge refpeQing propriety of behaviour given
by the Deputy Grand Mafter, the lodge is adjourned;,
and. the proceflion formed as follows :

Two Tqu'l, with drawn fwords ;
Mufic;;

‘Merbers of the Grand Iodge, two and two;
A A Tylerin his uniform ;
. 2. - Paft Grand Stewards;
- Grand Tyler; ... -
Prefent Grand Stewards, with white’ roda
* Secretary of the Stewards’ Lodge ;
Wardens of the Stewards’ Lodge ;
© Muasten of the Stewards’ Lodge ;
Choirifters ;
One Brother carrying 3 gold Pitcher, containing cern ;
‘Two-Brethren, with filver Pitchers, containing wine and oilg
» Four, Tylers carrying the Lodge, covered with white fatin ;

Archite& ;
" ®*Grand Sword-bearer, with fword of fate;
Grand Secretary, with his bag ;
Grand Treafurer, with kis flaff';
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Bible, Square, and Compaffes, on a crimfon velvet cuthion,
carried by a Mafter of the Lodge, who is
fupported by two Stewards ;

Grand Chaplain ;

Provincial Grand Mafters ;

Paft Grand Wardens ;

Paft Deputy Grand Mafters ;

Paft Grand Mafters;

Chief Magiftrate and civil Officers of the Place ;

Two large lights ;
Grand Wardens ;
One large light ;
Deputy Grand Mafter ;
Conflitutions carried by the Mafter of the oldeft Lodge * ;
. GRAND MaASTER;
Two Stewards clofe the progeffion,

The Ladies are then introduced, and the muficians
repair to their ftation. On the proceffion reaching
the Grand Mafter’s chair, the Grand Officers are
feparately proclaiméd according to rank, as they ar-
rive at that ftation ; and'on the Grand Mafter’s being
proclaimed, the mufic ftrikes up, and continues during
the proceflion three times round the Hall. The lodge
is then placed in the centre, on a crimfon velvet
couch; and the Grand Mafter having taken the
chair, under a canopy of ftate, the Grapd Officers,
and the Mafter and Wardens of the Lodges, repair
to the places which have been previouily prepared
for their reception: The three great lights, and the
gold and filver pitchers, with the corn, wine, and oil,
are placed on the lodge, at the head of which ftands
the pedeftal, on which is laid a crimfon velvet
cufhion, with the Law open, the Square and Com- -
paffes put thercon, and the conftitution roll. An an-

_* See the ndte in p. 9.
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them is then fung, and an exordium on Mafonry
given ; after which the Archite&®, addreffing the
Grand Mafter, returns thanks for the honour cone
ferred on him, and furrenders up the implements
which had been entrufted to his care at laying the
Foundation-Stone. The Grand Mafter exprefles his
approbation of the Archite&’s condu&; an ode in
honour of Mafonry is fung, accompanied by the
band 3 and the ladies retire, as do alfo fuch of the
-muficians as are not Mafons.

The lodge is then tiled, and the bufinefs of Mafonty
refumed. The Grand Secretary informs the Grand
Matfter, that it is the defign of the Fraternity to have -
the Hall dedicated to Mafonry ; he then orders the
Grand Officers to.affit in the ceremony, during
which the organ continues playing folemn mufic,
excepting only at the intervals of Dedications The
lodge being uncovered, the firft proceflion is made

_ round it, and the Grand Mafter having reached the

Eaft, the organ is filent, and he proclaims the Hall
duly dedicated to MAsONRY, IN THE NAME OF THE
GREAT JEHOVAH, TO WHOM BE ALL GLORY AND
HONOUR ; upon which thé Chaplain firews corn over
the lodge. The organ plays, and the fecond pro-

‘ceflion is made round the lodge, when, on the Grand

Mafter’s arrival at the Eaft, the organ is filent, and
he declares the Hall dedicated, as before,to Vir TUE 3
on: which the Chaplain fprinkles wine on the lodge.
The organ plays, and the third proceflion ismade
round the lodge, when, the Grand Mafter having
reached the Eaft, and the mufic being filent, the Hall
is dedicated to UnNivErsaL BENEVOLENCE; upon
. F
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~which the Chaplain dips his fingers in the ofl, and
fprinkles it over the lodge; and at each period of
Dedication the grand honours are given. A folemn
_invocation is then made, and an anthem fung ; after
which, the lodge being covered, the Grand Mafter
retires to his chair, and” the buﬁncfs of Mafonry is
adjourned. 4

The ladies are again- mtroduced an ode for the
occafion is performed 3 and an oration delivered by
the Grand Chaplain, which is fucceeded by an an-
them. Donations for the charity are then colle&ed,
and the grand procefhion is refumed. After marching
three times round the Hall, preceded by the Tylers
carrying the lodge as at entrance, and the mufic
‘continuing to play a grand picce, the Brethren re-
turn to the. place whence they fet out, where the
laws of the Order being rehearfed, the Grand Lodge
is clofedtn‘ample form in all the Degrees. =~ -

st —— e

The C’amnwy obferved at Funerals, according to ancient |

Cuflomn : with the Service ufed on that Occafion.

No Mafon can be interred with the formalities of
the Order, unlefs it be at his own fpecial requeft,
communicated to the Mafter of the lodge of which
he died a member, foreigners and fojourners ex-
‘cepted ; nor unlefs he has been advanced to the

Third Degree of Mafonry, from which reftrition

there can be no exception. Fellow-crafts, or ap-
prentices, are not entitled to the funeral obfequies.

B s e aind
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The Mafter of the lodge having teceived notice of
-2 Mafter-mafon’s death, and of his requeft to be in-
“teed with the ceremonies of the-order, he fixes the
day and hour for the funeral, and iffues his command
to fummon theé lodge ; if brethren from other lodges
. are cxpc&ed, t0 atend, he muft make application
through the G:mtd Secretary to the Grand Mater,
“or his Deputy, for* a: d'lfpenfatxon, to  enable him to
fupply the place of the Grand Mafter at fuch funeral,
and to.regulate the proceflion, which is to be folely
~under his direCtion ; and all the brethren prefent
muft be properly clothed *.

. Bymapre‘slawoftheGnnd Lodge, it is enacted, ¢ That no re-
¢ gular Mafon de attend any funeral, or other public + proceflion, clothed
¢ with the badges and enfigns of the Order, unlefs a difpenfation for that
+ ¢ purpefe has been obtained from the Grand Mafter, or his Deputy :

¢ under the penalty of forfeiting all the rights and -privileges of the
¢ Sosicty; and of being deprived of the Jbenefit of the pneral fund of
¢ charity, fhould he be reduced to want.’ :

Difpenfations for public proceffions are fellom granted but upan y-,g
particular occalions ; it cannot, therefore, be thought that-shefe will be
very frequent, or that regular Mafons will be induced to iufringe.an
eftablithed law. by attending thofe which are not properly authorifed.
Many public parades under this chara&ter have been made of late years;
. but thefe have not received .the fan&ion of the Grand Mafter, .or..the
_countenancc of any regular Mafon convesfant with the laws of the Society.
Of this the Pablic may be convinced, when they advert that the reputation
. -of the whole Fraternity would be at rifk by irregularity on fuch an
-eceafion, Ju canvos be imagined, that the Grand Matter, who is generally
.of noble birth, would either fo far degrade the dignity of his office, or.the
chara&er of the Society at harge, as to grant a difpenfation for a public
pmemonnponfouﬂingqnmﬁon uaprivuebeneﬁt at a playhoufe,

Y

.+ By public pmceﬁon is.meant a genersl conventian of Mafons fof -
the purpofe of making a public appearance, .
F 2

N
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The difpenfation being obtaiﬁed, the Mafter may
invite as many lodges as he thinks proper, and the
members of thofe lodges may accompany their

tea-garden, or other place of public refort; where neither the intereft of

the Fraternity, nor the general geod, can be cencerned ; and which,

1hough it may be of fome private advantage, can never redound to the
it of Mafonry, or the honuur of its patrons. ‘

_ The above law was planned to puta ftop to mixed and m'egular con-

ventions of Mafons,. and to prevent them from expofing to derifion the

‘infignia of the Order, by parading through the fireets on unimportant

occafions ; it-was not intended, howerer, to reftriét the privileges of any

regular lodge, or to encroach on the legal prerogative of any inftalled
Mafter. By the univerfal praftice of Mafons, every regnlar lodge is
suthorifed by the Conftitution to a& on fuch occafiens, when limited to
its own members, if the Society at large be not difhonoured ; and cvery
_inftalled Mafter is fufficiently empowered by the Conftitution, withouz
any other authority, to convene and govern his own lodge on any emer-
gency, at the funeral of its own members, or on any occafion in which the
honour of the Society is concerned, he being always amenable to the
..Grand Lodge for mifcondu@ ; but when brethren from other lodges are
"convened, who are not fubje& to his controul, in thae cafe a particular
difpenfation is required from the Grand Matter, or his Deputy, who are
“the only general Dire&tors of Mafons. The Mafter of the lodge will dever
iffue 2 fummons for a public appeararice of the lodge on a trifling occafion,
er without approbation, will, knowing that he is amenable to the General
Affembly for his condud, and by the charges of his office, muft fubmit to
their award ; fhould he, however, be fo imprudent as to aét on this occa-
fion improperly, the brethren of the Jodge are warranted by the laws to
refufe obedience to his fummons, but they are alfo amenable to the Grand
Lodge for contumacy. ' '

A difpenfation is ouly neceflary in cafes where Mafons, from different
lodges, are indifcriminately couvened, as it vefts a power in the Mafter of
the lodge, for the time being, to fuperintend the behaviour of fuch bre-
thren, that no irregularity may enfue; but when a regular lodge is
affembled under the aufpices of its own Maiter, that Mafter is fufficiently
cinpowered to prefide over his lodge by the Conftitution, which is an
authority that no difpenfation can fuperfede ; the furmer being an a& of
the Society at large, the latter only an a& of the Gmnd Maﬁcr as the
grueral Governor, .
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officers in form; but the whole ceremony muft be
under the direCtion of thé Mafter of the lodge to
. which the deceafed belonged, for which purpofe
only the difpenfation 'is granted ; and he and his®
officers muft be dulyhonoured, and cheerfully obeyed,.
on the occafion, as the reprefentative, for the time:
being, of the Grand Mafter, or his Deputy. .

- "All the brethren who walk in proceffion, fhould
obferve, as much as poffible, an uniformity in their
- drefs. Decent mourning, with white ftockings, glovess
and aprons *, is moft fuitable. No perfon thould be:
diftinguifhed by a jewel, who is not an officer of one.
of the lodges invited to attend in" form, and alt the
officers of fuch lodges fhould be ornamented with
fathes and hatbands ; as alfo the officers of the lodge
“to whom the difpenfation is granted, who are, more-
over, to be diftinguithed with white rods. -

The Funeral Service. "

" "THe brethren being affembled at the houfe where
the body of the deceafed lies, the Mafter of the lodge’
to ‘which he belonged, opens the lodge in the Third
Degree, with the ufual forms, and an anthem is- ﬁing‘
The body béing placed in the centre on a couch; and
the coffin in which it is laid being open, the Mafter
proceeds to tlie head of ‘the corpfe, and the fervnce
begins. e

MasTeR. ¢ What man is he that liveth, and fhall
s not fee death ? fhall he deliver his foul from the )
¢ hand of the grave ? ?

# This is the ufual clothing of Mafler-mafons.’ .
F3
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¢ Man walketh in a vain fhadow, he heapeth up-
¢ riches, and cannot tell who fhall gather them.
- ¢ When he dieth, he fhall carry nothing away ; his
¢ glory fhall not defcend after him.

¢ Naked he came into the world, and naked he-muft:
¢ return : the Lord gave, and the Lord hath ‘taken
¢ away 3 blefled be the name of the LordI” - -~

The grand honours .are then given, and certain
forms ufed, which cannot be here explained. Solemn:
mufic is introduced, during which the Mafter ftrews
herbs or flowers over the body, and taking the
SACRED ROLL in his hand, he fays,

¢ Let us die the death of the rxghteous, and let our
¢Taft end be like his! P

The brethren anfwer,
- ¢ God is ‘our God for ever and ever; he will be
< our guide even unto death I’

The Mafter then puts the ROLL into the coffin, and
fays,

¢ Almighty Fatherl into thy hands we commend
s the foul of our loving brother’

'The brethren anfwer three tm\cs, giving the grand
honours each time, -

¢ The will of God'i is accomplithed ! So be it!"

Thc ‘Mafter then repeats the following prayer:

¢ Moft- gbnousrﬁod i Anthor of all good, and
. # Giver of all mercy ! pour down thy bleffings upon
'¢_us, and ftrengthen our folemn engagements with
¢ the ties of fincere affeGtion | May the prefent in-
¢ ftance of mortahty remind us of . our approaching
¢ fate ; and draw our attention to Thee, the only
¢ refuge in time of need! that when the awful mo-

L
o ¢
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¢ ment fhall arrive, that we are about to quit this
¢ tranfitory f{cene, the enlivening profpe& of thy
¢ mercy may difpel the gloom of death ; and that,
¢ after our departure hence in peace, and in thy fa-
¢ vour, we may be reccived into thine everlafting
¢ kingdom, and there enjoy, in union with the fouls
¢ of our departed friends, the jult reward of a pious
¢ and virtuous life " Amen.

An anthem being fung, the Ma(tcr retires to the
pedeftal, and the coffin is thut up. An oration, fuitable
to the occafion, is delivered ; and the Mafter recom-
mending love and unity, the brethren join hands, and
renew their pledged vows. The lodge is then ad-
]oumed, and the proceffion to the place of interment
isformed:

The different lodges rank according to femonty,
the junior preceding; and each lodge forms one
divifion. The following order is then obferved :

The Tyler, with his fword ;
The Stewards, with white rods;
TheBmhren,outofoﬂiee,twomdm,
The Secretary, witha roll; - . -
The Treafurer, with his badge of office
The Senior and Junior Wardens, hndmhmd;
_ The Paftmafter;
= The Mafter ; : .
The Lodge to which the deceafed Brother belonged,. uthe
following order; all the members having

flowers or herbs in their hands;
The Tyler ;

The Stewards ; - R ‘r,: '

Martial Mufic [Drums rhuffied, and Trampets covered] ; -
'l‘thembenoftheLodge o
The Secretary and Treafurer ;
m&moxndJumochdm' S
F4

-
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The Paftmaiter ; .
The Holy Writings, on a cufhion, covered with back cloth,
carried by the oldeft Member of the Lodge ;
The Mafler;
The Choirifters, finging an anthem ;
The Clergyman ; .

' I‘hf BODY,

with the regalm

placed thereon,

and two fwords
. croffed ;

Sl Chie Moumer;
: o Affiflant Mourners ;

- - Two Stewards ;+ * -

. A Tyler.
Onc or two Todges advance, before the proceﬁion‘ '

i bcgms, to the church-yard, to prevent confufion, and.
make the neceflary preparations. The brethren are.

" not to defert their ranks, or change places, but keep
in'their different departments. When the proceﬂ' on
arrives at the gate of the church-yard, the lodge to
which the deceafcd brother belonged, the mourners,’
and-attendants on the corpfe, halt, till the members

of the other lodges have formed a circle round the

- grave, when an opening is made- to receive them,
They then advance to the grave ; and the clergyman
and officers of the aing lodge taking their ftation at

the head of the grave, with the choirifters on each
fide, and the mourners at the foot, the fervice i re-
fumed, an anthem fung, and the followmg exhorti-

- tion given :

~¢ Here we view a ﬂ:nkmg inftance of the uncertainty

¢ of life, and the vanity of all: human purfuits. - The

L ¢ laft offices paid to the dead, are only ufeful as
rooe lc&nres to the living ; . from them we are to derive .

Pall Bearers.

Pall Bcamro.
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*inftru&ion, and confider every folemnity of this
¢ kind, as a fummons to ptcpare for our approaching
¢ diffolution. cvg
¢ Notwithftanding the various mementos of mor,
¢ tality with which we daily meet, notwithftanding
_ ¢ Death has eftablifhed his empire over all the works
¢ of Nature, yet, throughfome unaccountable infatuay
¢ tion, we are apt to forget that we are born to die,
¢ We go on from one defign to- anothcr, add hoge tQ
¢ hope, and lay out plans for the employment of many
¢ years, till we are fuddenly alarmed with the aps
¢ proach of Death, when we leaft expect him, and at
< an hour which, amidft the gaieties of life, we proy
¢ bably conclude to be the meridian of our exiftence,

¢ What are all the externals of majefty, the pride -

¢ of wealth, or charms of beauty, when Nature has
‘ pald her juft debt ? Fix your eyes on the laft fcene ;
¢ view life ftript of her ornaments, and cxpofcd in
¢ her natural meannefs; you will then be convinced
¢ of the futility of thofe empty delufions. In the
« grave all fallacies a;e detcé’ted, all. ranks lcvclled,
¢ and all diftin€tiens done away.

< While we drop the fympathetic tear over thc
¢ grave of our deceafed friend, let chanty mclme us
£ to throw a veil over his foibles, whatever they may

< have been, and not. thh-hold from his memory the ‘

¢ praife which his virtues may have claimed. Snﬁ'e,: E
« the apologies of human nature to plead in hns ber.

¢ half. Perfection on earth has never been attamcd
¢ the wifeft, as well as the beft, of men, have, etrcd
¢ His meritorious aéhonsnt Js our duty to xmxtate, gn;i
.‘ fxom hns weaknefs we are ta derive mﬂ:m&non. o

F §
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* ‘¢ Let the prefent examiple excite our moft ferious
©thoughts, and ftrengthen our refolution of amend-
¢ ment. Life being uncertain, and all earthly purfuits
¢ vain, let us no longer poftpone the important con-
¢ cern of preparing for eternity ; but embrace the
¢ happy moment, while time and opportunity offer,
¢ to provide againft that grcat change, when all the
« pleafures of the world fhall ceafe to delight, and the
¥ refle@tions’ of a virtuous conduct yield the only
¢ comfort and confolation. Our expe@ations will not
 then be fruftrated, nor {hall we be hurried, unpre-
¢“pared; into the prefence of an all-wife and powerful
* Judge, to whom the fecrets of all hearts are known,
¢and from whofe dread tribunal no culpnt can
¢ efcape

"¢ Let us, while'in this ftage of exiftence, fupport
¢ with pr0pr1ety the chara&ter of our profeflion, ad-
*vert to the nature of our folemn ties, and purfue
* with affiduity the facred tenets of the Order: With
“becoming reverence, let us fupplicate the Divine
« proteétion, and’ infure the favOur of ‘that eternal
¢ Being, whofe goodnefs and powet ¥ know no bounds ;
‘ and “‘whéh the awful moment arrives, that we are
‘¢ about to take our departure; be it foon or late, may
¢ we be ‘enabled to” profecute our journey, without
'« dread “or‘apprehenfion, to that far diftant count

¢ from which no traveller returns. = By the light f¥
« the Divine countenance; we may pafs, without
¢ trembling, through thofe gloomy manfions where
< all things are forgotten; and at the great and
‘¢ tremendous day of trial and retribution, when
¢ afraigned at the bar of Divine Juftice, we may
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¢ hope that judgment will be pronounced in dur
£ favour, and that we fhall receive our reward, in the
¢ pofleflion of an immortal inheritance, where ]oy
¢ flows in one continued ftream, and no mound can
¢ check its courfe.’
The following invocations are then made by the
* Mafter, the ufual honours accompanying each:
MasiEr. ¢ May we be.true and faithful § and
¢ may we live and die in love I’
-ANsWER. ¢ So mote it be.’
MasTER. ¢ May we profefs what is good, and al-c
¢ ways a&t agreeably to our profeffion I
. ANswER. ¢So mote it be.”
- MasTER. ¢ May the Lord blefs us and profperus
- ¢ and may all our good intentions be crowncd wnth
¢ fuccefs I’ : :
- ANSWER. ¢ So mote it'be.” - :
"The Secretaries then advance, and throw their rolls
into the grave with the ufual forms, while the Maﬁer v
repeats, with an audible voice, a
¢ Glory be to_God on highl on earth pcacef
¢ good will towards men I
-ANSWER. ¢ 8o mote it be, now, from henceforth,
¢ and for eévermores ¢ i : !
- The Mafter then concludes the ceremony at the‘
grave in the following words :
. ¢ From:time immemorial it has been a cuﬁ,om '
“ among the Fraternity of free and accepted Mafons,
¢ at the requeft of a brother on his death-bed, to
¢ accompany his corpfe to the place of interment 5
‘.and there to depoﬁt l'ns remains with the ufual
¢ formalitics. '

T

FO6



¢

‘%08 ILLUSTRATIONS

¢ In conformity to this ufage, and at the fpecial
¢ requeft of our deceafed brother, whofe memory we
¢ revere, and whofe lofs we now deplore, we: are here
¢ affembled in the charaéter of Mafons, to refign his
¢ body to the earth whence it came, and to offer up
¢ to his memory, before the world, thelaft tribute of
¢ our fraternal affeCtion ; thereby demonttrating the
¢ fincerity of our paft eftecem, and our inviolable at-
“ tachment to the principles of the Order.

¢ With proper refpeét to the eftablithed cuftoms
¢"of the country in which we live, with due deference
¢ to our fuperiors in church and ftate, and with un-
-~ ¢ limited good will to'all mankind, we here appear
¢ clothed as Mafons, and publicly exprefs our fub-
¢ miffion to order and good government, and our
*¢ wifh to promote the general interefts of mankind.
¢ Invefted with the badge of innocence, we humbly
¢ bow ‘to the univerfal Parent, implore his blefling
¢ on all our zealous endeavours to extend peace and
¢ good-will, and earneftly pray for his grace to en-
< able us to perfevere in'the principles of piety and
¢ virtue. v '

. "¢ The great Creator having been pleafed, out of
¢ his mercy, to remove our worthy brother from
¢ the cares and troubles. of this tranfitory life to a
¢ ftate of eternal duration, and thereby to weaken;
«.the chain by which we are united, man to man;
¢ may we, who furvive him, anticipating:our ap-
¢ proaching fate, be more ftrongly ccmented ‘in the’
< ties of union and friendfhip ; and during the fhort
¢ fpace. which is allotted to our prefent exiftence,
¢ wifely and ufefully employ our time. in the re-

12 o3
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¢ ciprocal intercourfe of kind and friendly adls, and
¢ mutually promote the welfarc and happinefs of each
¢ other.

¢ Unto the grave we have reﬁgned the body of our
¢ decgafed friend, there to remain until the géneral
¢ refurre&tion ; in favourable expetation that his im-
¢ mortal foul will then partake of the joys which
¢ have been prepartd for the nghteous from the be-
¢ ginning of the world : And may Almighty God,
¢ of his infinite gbodnefs, at the grand tribunal of
¢ unbiafled juftice, extend his mercy toward him, and
¢all of us, and crown ours hope with everlafting
¢ blifs, in the expanded realms of a boundlefs eter-
¢ nity ! This we beg, for the honour of his Name,
¢ to whom be glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Thus the fervice ends, and the ufual honours -
being given, the proceflion teturns in form to’ the
place whence it fet out, where the neceffary duties
are complied with, and the bufinefs of Mafonry is
renewed. The regalia, and other ornaments of the
deceafed, if he has been an officer of the lodge, are
returned to the Mafter, with the ufual ceremonies ;
- after which the charges for regulating the condu&t
_ of the brethren are rehearfed, and the lodge is clofcd
m the Third chree with a blefling.
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BOOK I

THE PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY EXPLAINED.

SECT. 1L

A Letter from the Jearned My. fobn Locke, to the Right
Hon. Thomas Earl of Pembroke, with an old Many-
JSeript on the fubje? of Free Mafonry. .

My Lorp, « 6th May, 1696.
HAVE at length, by the help of Mr. Collins, pro-
cured a copy of that MS. in the Bodleian library,

which you were fo curious to fee : and, in obedience
to your lordfhip’s commands, I herewith fend it to
you. Moft of the notes annexed to it, are what I
made yefterday for the reading of my lady Matham,
. who is become _fo fond of Mafonry, as to fay, that
fhe now more than ever withes herfelfa man, that the
might be capable of admiffion into the Fraternity.
~ The MS. of which this is a copy, appears to be
about 160 years old ; yet (as your lordthip will ob-
ferve by the title) it is itfelf a copy of one yet more
ancient by about 100 years: for the original is faid
to be the hand-writing of K. Henry VI. Where that
prince had it, is at prefent an uncertainty 3 but it
feems to me to be an examination (taken perhaps
before the king) of fome one of the brotherhood of
Mafons; among whom he entered himfelf, as it is
faid, when he came out of his minority, and thence-
forth put a ftop to a perfecution that had been raifed
10
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againft them: But I muft not detain your lordfhip
longer by my preface from the thing itfelf. ‘
I know not what effe& the fight of this old paper
may have upon your lordthip ; but for my own part
I cannot deny, that it has fo much raifed my cu-
riofity, as to induce me to enter myfelf into the Fra-
ternity,  which I am determined to do (if I may be
admitted) the next time I go to London, and that
will be fhortly. I am,
: Mrx Lorp,
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient,
) and moft humble fervant,

JOHN LOCKE.

Certayne Queflyons, with Anfweres to the fame, con- -
cerning the Myflery of MAGONRYE 5 writtene by the
hande of kynge HENRYE, the fixthe of the name, and

faithfullye copyed by me (1) JoHAN LEYLANDE,
Antiquarius, by the commaunde of bis (2) Highneffe.

They be as followethe,

- QuesT. What mote yttbe? (3) - :
Ans. Ytt beeth the fkylle of nature, the under-
fondynge of the myghte that ys hereynne, ‘and its

(2) Joun Levrawpe was appointed by Heory VIIL at the diffolution

-of monafteries, to fearch for, and fave fuch books and records as were va-

tuable among thera.  He was a man of great labour and induftry. .
_ (2) His HicnNzssE, meaning the faid King Henry VIII. Our kings
hed not then the title of majefty. ]

(8) What mote ytt be 2] That is, what may this myftery of Mafonry
be? Theanfwer impocts, That it confifts in natural, mathematical, and
smechanical knowledge, Some pert of which (as appears by what follows)
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fondrye werkynges : fonderlyche, the fkylle of reck-
enyngs, of waightes and mectynges, and the true
manere of fagonnynge al thyngs for mannes ufe;
headlye, dwellinges, and buyldynges of alle kindes,
and all other thynges that make gudde to manne.

QuEsT. Where dyd it begynne?

"ANsw. Ytt dydd begynne with the (4) fyrﬂ'.e ’
menne yn the efte, whych were before the (5) fiyrfie
menne of the wefte, and comyinge welftlye, ytt hathe
broughte herwyth alle comfortes to the wylde and
comfortlefle.

Quest. Who dyd brynge ytt we{tlye ?

- Answ. The (6) Venetians, whoo beynge grate
merchaundes, comed ffyrfte ffromme the efte ynn
Venetia, for. the commodyte of marchaundyfynge
beithe efte and wefte bey the redde and myddlonde

fees.
Qt_n:.s‘r. How comede ytt ya Engclonde ?

the Mafons pretend to have taught the reft af maukind, and fome part
they ftill conceal.

(4) (5) Fyrfte menne yn the efte, &c.] It fhould feem by this, that
Mafons believe there were men in the eaft before Adam, who is called the
¢ fyrfie manne of the wefte ;' and that arts and {ciences began in the eaft.
Some authors of great note for learning have been of the fame opinion ;
and it is certain that Europe and Africa, (which, in refpe& 10 Afis, may
be called weftern countries,) were wild and favage, long after arts and
politenefs of manncrs were in great perfeflion in China aud the Indies.

(6) The Venetians, &c.] In the times of monkifh ignorance it is no
wonder that the Phenicians fhould be miftaken for the Venetiens. Or;
perhaps, if the people were rot taken one for the other, fimilitude of found *
might deceive the clerk who firft took down the examination. The Phe:
nicians were the greateft voyagers among the ancients, and were in Europe
thought to be the inventors of Iettm, which pethqx they brought from
the eaﬂ with other arts. o
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Answ. Peter Gower (7) a Grecian, journeyedde *
ffor kunnynge yn Egypte, and in Syria, and yn
everyche londe, whereas theVenetians hadde plaunted
magonrye, and wynnynge entraunce yn al lodges of
magonnes, he lerned muche, and retournedde, and
woned yn: Grecia Magna' (8), wackfynge, and be-
commynge a myghtye (9) wyfeacre, and gratelyche
renowned, and her he framed a grate lodge at Groton
(10), and maked ‘manye magonnes, fome whereoffe

(7) Peter Gower] Thu muft be another miftake of the writer. I was
puzzled ot firft to guels who Peter Gower thould be, the name being per-
fe@ly Englith ;' or how a Greek fhould come by fuch a name: Bat as
foon as] thought of Pythagoras, I could fearce forbesr fmiling, to find
that philofopher had undergone a metempfychofis he never dreawt of. We
need only confider the French pronunciation of his name, Pythagore, that
is, Pctagore, to conceive how eafily fuch a miftake may be made by an
unlearned clerk. That Pythagoras travelled for knowledge into-Egypt,

~&g. is known to all the learned; and that he was initjated ‘ipto feveral
different orders of priefts, who in thofe days kept all their learning fecret
from the vulger, is as well known. Pythagoras alfo made every geometri-
cal theorem a'fecret, and admitted only fuch to the knowledge of them, as
had firft undergone @ five vears filence. He is fuppofed to be the  in-
ventor of the'47th propofition of the firft book of Euclid, for which, in
the joy of his heart, it is faid he facrificed a hecatomb. He alfo knew
the-trué fyfiem of the world, lately revived by Copernicus ; and was cer-
tainly a moft wonderful man, See his life by Dion. Har. =

(8) Grecia MacGNa, a part of Italy formerly fo called, in which the
‘Greeks had fettled a large colony.

(9) Wyfeacre.] ‘This word at prefent fignifies i ,' » but Formerly
had a quite contrary meaning. Wifeacre in the old Saxon is philofopher, |
wi{eman, or wizard, and having been frequently ufed ironically, at length
came to have a dire&t meaning in the ironical fenfe. Thus Duns Scotus,
a man famed for the fubtilty and acutenefs of his underftanding, has, by
the fame method of irony, given a general name to modern dunces. .

(10} Groton.] (xmton is the name of a place in Englayd. 'The place
here meant is Crotona, a’oity of Grecia Magm, whmh in the time of Py-
thagoras was very populous.’
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dyde journeye yn Fraunce, and maked manye ma-.
gonnes, wherefromme, yn procefle of tyme, the arte
paﬂ'ed in Engelonde.

QuEsT. Dothe magornnes defcouer here artes uato
odhers?

Answ. Peter Gower, whenne he’ journeyede to
lerne, was ffyrfte (11) made, and anonne techedde;
evenne foe fhulde all odhers beyn recht. Nathelefs.
(i2) magonnes hauethe alweys, yn everyche tyme,
from tyme to tyme, communycatedde to mannkynde
foche of her fecrettes as generalljche myghte be ufe-
fulle; they haueth keped back foche allein as thulde
be harmfulle yff they comed yn euylle haundes, oder -
foche as ne myghte be holpynge wythouteq the
techynges to be joynedde herwythe in the’ lodge,
oder foche as do bynde the freres more ftronglyche .
togeder; bey the proffytté and commodytye comynge -

- to the confrerie herfromme, .

QuEsT. Whatte artes haueth the magonncs tech-
edde mankynde ?

Answ. The artes (13) agricultura, arclnte&ura,
aftronomia, geometria, numeres, mufica, poefie, ky-
miftrye, governmente, and relygyonne.

(11) Fryrfte made.] The word Mape I fuppofe has a particular mean~
ing among the Mafons ; perhaps it fignifies, initiated.

(12) Magonnes haueth communycatedde, &c.]  This paragraph hath
fomething remarkable in it. It contains a juftification of the fecrecy fo
much boafted of by Mafons, and fo much blamed by others; afferting
that they have in all'ages difcovered fuch things as might be ufeful, and
that they coneeal fuch only as would be hurtful either to the world or
themfelves. What thefe fecrets are, we fee afterwards.

.(13) The artes, agricultura, &c.] It feems a bold prétence this of the
Mafons, that they have taoght mankind all thefe-arts,  Theybave their
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Quest. Howe commethe magonnes more. teachers
than odher menne ?

Answ. The henifelfe haueth allem in (14) arte of
fiyndynge neue artes, whyche arte the ffyrfte ma-
gonnes receaued from Godde ; by the whyche they
fyndethe what artes hem plefethe, and the treu way
of techynge the fame. Whatt odher menne doethe
fiynde out, ys onelyche bey chaunce, and herfore but
Iytel I tro.

Quest. What dothe the magonnes concele and
hyde ?

Answ. Thay concelethe the arte of ﬂ'yndynge neue
artes, and thatt ys for here own proffytte, and (15)
preife: they concelethe the arte of kepynge (16) fe-’
crettes, that foe the worlde mayeth nothinge concele.
from them. Thay concelethe the arte of wunder-
werckynge, and of forefaymge thynges .to comme,.

own sutharity for it; and I know not how we fhell difprove themn. But
what appears moft odd is, that they reckon religion among the arts. . -~

(14) Arte of fiyndynge neue artes.] The art of inveating arts, muft
certainly be s moft ufeful art. My lord Bacon’s Novum Organum is an
sttempt towards fomewhat of the fame kind. But I much doubt, that'if
ever the Mefons had it, they have now lot it ; fince {0 few new arts have
been lately invented, and fo many are wanted. ‘The idea I have of *fuch
am art is, that it 'muft be fomething proper to Le employed in all the
feiences generally, as algebra is in numbers, by the help of which, new:
reles of arithmeti¢ are, ndm,be(o\md

(15) Preife.] It feems the Mafons have great regard to thenput'.\uo.
uwellutthmﬁtoftheirotder fince they make it one reafon for not
divulging an art in common, that it may do honour to the poffeffors of it.
I think in this particular they fhew too much negud for their own fociety,
and too little for the reft or rcankind.

(16) Arte of kepynge fecrettes.] What kind of an art this is, I can by
no means imagine. But certainly fuch an art the Mafons muft have : For
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that fo thay fame artes may not be ufedde of the
wyckedde to an euyell ende. Thay alfo concelethe
the (17) arte of chaunges, thie wey of wynnyage the
facultye (18) of Abrac, the fkylle of .becommynge:
gude and parfyghte wythouten the holpynges of.
fere and hope ; and the univerfellc (19) longage of
magonnes.

Quest. Wylle he teche me. thay famc artes’?

Answ. Ye fhalle be techedde yff ye be werthye,
dnd. able to lerne.

Quest. Dothe all magonnes kunne more. then
odher menne? :

dyﬁéb, as forne p'e()ple fuppofe, thej fhould ha'v"i_a no fecret at all, even
that muft be a fecret, which being difcovered, would expofe them to the
higheft ridicule; and therefore it nqmres the utimoft caution to conceal it.

(17) Arte of chaunges. ] I know not what this means, unlefs it be the
tranfmutation of metelp. . 4

(18) Facultye of ALuc] Here l am \tterly in the dark.

- -(19). Univerfelle longage of magonnes.] "An univerfal langusge has.
been wuch defired by the learned of many ages. . It is a thing rather ta
be wifhed than hoped for. But it feems the Mafons pretend to have fuch
a-thing among them. If it be true, I guefs it muft be fomething like the
Tariguage of the Puntomimes among the ancient Romans, who are faid to be
able, by figns only, to exprefs and deliver any oration intelligibly to men of.
all nations and languages. A man who has all thefe arts and advantages,
is certainly in & condition to be envied: But weare told that this is not °
the cafe with all Mafons ; for though thefe arts are among them, and all
bave a right and an opportunity to know them, yet fome want capacity, and,
athers indufiry, to acquire them. However, of all their arts and fecrets,
that which I moft defire to knpw is, ¢The fkylle of becommynge gude and
¢ parfyghte ;* and I wifh it were communicated to all mankind, fince there
is nothing more true than the beautiful fentehce contained in the laft
anfwer, ¢ That the better men are, the more they love one another.’ Vir~
e having in itfelf fomething fo amable asto charm the hearts of all that
. behold it.
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Answ. Not fo. - Thay onlyche haueth recht and
occafyonne more then odher men to kunng¢, ‘butt
manye doeth fale yn'capacity, and manye more doth
want indultrye, that ys perneccﬂ‘arye for the gaynyng¢
all kunnynge. - )

QuesT. Are.magonnes gudder men then odhers?

' Answ. Some magonnes are not fo vm:uous as fomee
-odher menne; but, yn the moft parte, thay be more

gude then thay woulde be yf thay war not magonnes.
~QuEsT. Doth magonnes love endher odher <
myghtylye as beeth fayde?
ANsw. Yea verylyche, and yt may not odherwufc:
be: for gude menne and treii, kennynge eidher
odher to be foche; doeth’ always love the more as.
thay be more gude. - . - ,

[Here endethe the queftyonnes, and awnfiveres.]

-.\

A GLOSSARY of anttquated W ord: in tbe ﬁ;regwxg :

Manufcript.
Albein, only Hem plefathe, _,they;pleafc,. i 1
dlweys, always . Hemfelfe, themfelyes .
Beithe, both Her, there, their -
Commodytye, conveniency — Hereynne, therein R
Confrerie, fraternity ~ Herawyth, withit = =
Fagonnynge, forming " " Holpynge, beneﬁual
Feorefayinge, propheflying < Kunne, know
Freres, brethren  Kunngnge, knowledge -

Headlyey chiefly Make gudde, are beneficial
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Moesynges, meafures - - Sonderlyche, particularly
Mote, may _ Skylle, knowledge
Middlelonde, Medltcrrman Wackfynge, growing
Mygbhtz, power Werek, operation
Occafyonne, opportunity Wey, way
Odber, other Whereas, where
Onelyche, only " Woned, dwelt
Perneceffarye, abfolutely  Wunderewerckynge, working

sieceflary miracles .
Preife, honour Wylde, {avage
Rechs, right ' Wynnynge, gaining
Reckenyngs, numbers Z'nn, into.

SECT. IL

Remark.f on the preceding Manufcript, and on tbe
Annotations of Mr. LockE.

THis dialogue poflefles a double claim to our re-
gard: firft, for its antiquity ; and next, for the notes .
added to it by Mr. LockE, who, though not at that
" time enrolled in the order of Mafons, offers very juft
eonjetures on their hiftory and traditions.

Every reader muft feel a fecret fatisfation in the
perufal of this ancient manufcnpt, efpecially the true
Mafon, whom' it more nearly concerns. The recom-
mendation of a philofopher of as great merit and
penetration as this nation ever produced, added to the
real value of the piece itfelf, muft give it a fanQion,
and render it defetving a ferious examination. ’

‘The conje&ure of the learned annotator concern-
ing its being an examination taken before King Henry
of one of the Fraternity of Mafons, is accurate, The
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fevere edict paffed at that time againft the fociety,
and the difcouragement given to the Mafons by-the
‘bithop of Winchefter and his party, induced that
-prince, in his riper years, to make a ftri& fcrutiny
into the nature of the mafonic inftitution; which
was attended with the happy circum(tance of gaining
his favour, and his patronage. Had not the civil
commotions in the kingdom during his reign at-
traGed the notice of government, this a&t would
probably have been repealed, through the interceflion
of the duke of Gloucefter, whofe attachment to the
Fraternity was confpicuous.

Page 111.- What mote ytt be ?] Mr. LockE ob-
ferves in his annotation on this queftion, that the
anfwer imports, Mafonry confifts of natural, mathe-
matical, and mechanical knowledge ; fome part of
which, he fays, the Mafons pretend to have taught
mankind, and fome™part they ftill conceal. — The
arts which they have communicated to the world,
ave particularly fpecified in an anfwer to one of the
following queftions ;. as are alfo thofe which they
have reftrited to themfelves for wife purpofes. —
Morality, however, might have heen included in this
anfwer, as it conftitutes a principal part of the ma-
fonic fyftem.

- Page 112. Where dyd ytt begynnc ¢7 In the an.
" motation to the anfwer on this queftion, Mr. Lockz
feems to fuggeft, that Mafons believed there were
men in the caft before Adam, which is indeed a mere
conjetture. This opinion may be countenanced by
"fome learned authors, but Mafons comprehend the

true meaning of Mafonry taking rife in the eaft and
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fpreading to the weft, without having recourfe to the
preadamites. Eaft and weft are terms peculiar to
their fociety, and when mafonically adopted, are very
intelligible *, as they refer to certain forms and efta-
blifhed cuftoms among themfelves. From the éaft, it
is well known, learning extended to the wcﬂ:em
‘world, and gradually advanced into Europe.
Page 112. Who dyd brynge ytt weftlye?] The
“judicious corretion of an illiterate clerk, in the
-anfwer to this queftion as well as the next, refleéts
‘credit on the ingenious annotator. ' The explanation
is juft, and the elucidation accurate,
- Page 112. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ?]
The records of the Fraternity inform us, that Py-
thagoras was regularly initiated into Mafonry ; and
being properly inftrutted in the myfteries of the
Art, propagated the principles of the Order in other
countries into which he travelled. ’

Pythagoras lived at Samos, in the reign of Tar-
quin, the laft king of the Romans, in the year of
Rome 220; or, according to Livy, in the reign of
Servius Tullius, in the year of the world 3472.
He was the fon of a-fculptor, and was educated
under one of the greateft men of his time, There~
cydes of Syrus, who firft taught the immortality of
the foul. On the: death of his patron, he deter-
mined to trace fcience to its fource, and to fupply
himfelf with frefh ftores in every part of the. world
where thefe could be obtained. Animated by a
defire of knowledge, he tgavelled into Egypt, and

@ And behold the glory of the Ged of Ifrael came from ‘the wey of the
Eaft. Ezek.liii- 3.
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fubmitted to that tedious and difcouragirig-courfe of
preparatory difcipline, which was requifite to obtain
the benefit of Egyptian initiation. When he had

- made himfelf a thorough mafter of all the fciences

that were cultivated in the facerdotal colleges of -
Thebes and Memphis, he purfued his travels through

the eaft, converfing with the Magi and Indian Brach-

mans, and mixing their do&trines with thofe he had -
learnt in Egypt. He afterwards ftudied the laws of
Minos at Crete, and thofe of Lycurgus at Sparta.
Having fpent the earlier part of his life in this ufeful
manner, he returned to Samos well acquainted with
every thing curious either in nature or art in foreign
countries, improved with all the advantages proceed-
ing from a regular and laborious courfe of learned
education, and adorned with that knowledge of man-
kind -which was neceflary to gain the afcendant over
them. Accuftomed to freedom, he difliked the. ar-
bitrary government of Polycrates, then tyrant of
Samos, and retired to Crotona in Italy,” where he
opened a fchool of philofophy ; and, by the gravity
and fanéity of his manners, the importance of his
tenets, and the peculiarity of his inftitutions, foon
fpread his fame and influence ‘over Italy and Greece:
Among other projeéts which he ufed to create refpect
and gain credit to his aflertion, he concealed himfelf
in a cave, and caufed it to be reported that he was
dead. After fome time he came abroad, and pre-
tended that the intelligence which his friends gave
him in his retreat, of the tranfattions of Crotona,
was colle&ted during his ftay in the other world
among the fhades of-the departed. He formed his

: G
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difciples, who came from all parts to put themfelves
under his diretion, into a kind of rgpublic, where
none. were admitted till a fevere probation-had fuffi-
ciently exercifed their patience and docility. He
afterwards divided them into the efoteric and exote-
ric clafles : to the former he entrufted the more fub-
lime and fecret do&rines, to the latter the.more imple
~ and popular. This great man found himfelf able to
unite the charaQer of the legiflator to that of the phi<
lofopher, and to rival Lycurgus and Orpheus in the
one, Pherecydes and Thales in the other ; following,
in this particular, the patterns fet him by the Egyp-
tian priefts, his inftructors, who were not lefs cele-
brated for fettling the civil than the religiotis‘ceco-
nomy of their nation. In imitation of them, Pytha-
goras gave laws to the republic of Crotona, and
. brought the inhabitants from a ftate of luxury and
diflolutenefs, to be eminent for order and - fobriety.
‘While he lived, he was frequently confulted by the
neighbouring republics, as the compofer of their dif-
* ferences, and the reformer of their manners; and,
fince his death, (which happened about the fourth
year of the 7oth Olympiad, in a tumult raifed againft
him by one Cylon,) the adminiftration of their affairs -
has been generally intrufted to fome of his difciples,
among whom to produce the authority of their mafter
for any affertion was fufficient to e&abh{h the truth
of it without further inquiry.

- The moft celebrated of. the phllofophxcal notions
of Pythagoras are thofe concerning’ the nature of the
Deity, the tranfmigration of foulsinto differentbodies
{which he borrowed from the Brachmans), and the
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fyftem of the world. He was the firt whe took the
name of philofopher, that is, a lover of wifdom. His
fyftem of morality was admirable. . He made unity
the principle of all things, and imagined that between
God and man there were varipus orders of {fpiritual
beings, who adminiftered to the divine will. He be-
lieved in the dodtrine of the metempfychofis, or
tranfmigration of fouls ; and held that God was dif-
fufed through all parts of the univerfe, like a kind of
univerfal foul, pervading every particle of matter,
and animating every living cteature, from the moft
contemptible reptile to mankind themfelves, who
fhared a larger portion of the divine fpirit. The me-
tempfychofis was founded on this maxim, that as the
foul was of celeftial origin, it could not be annihi-
lated ; and therefore, upon abandoning one body, it
neceflarily removed into another, and frequently did
penance for its former vicious inclinations in the
fhape of a beaft or an infect, before it appeared again
in that of a human creature. He afferted,: that he

had ‘a particular faculty given him by the gods, of
remembering the various bodies his own foul had
pafled through, and confounded cavillers by referring
them to his own experience. - In his fyflem of the
world, the third do&rine which diftinguithes his fe&t,
was a fuppofition that the fun was at reft in the cen-
tre, and that the earth, the moon, and the other
. planets moved round it in different orbits. He pre-

tended to have great, fkill in the myfterious proper-
ties of numbers, and held that fome particular ones

contained a peculiar force and fignificance. He was
a great geometrician, and admitted only thofe to the
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knowledge of hic {yftem, who had firft indergone a
probation of five years filence. To his difcovery is
attributed the 47th propofition of the firft book of
Euclid *, which, in geometrical folutions and demon-
itrations of quantities, is of excellent ufe; and for
which, as Mr. Locke obferves, in the joy of his
‘heart, he is faid to have facrificed a hecatomb. His
extraordinary defire of knowledge, and the pains he
took to propagate his fyftem, have juftly tranfmntted
his fame to pofterity.

The pupils who weré initiated by him in the fci-
ences and ftudy of nature at the Crotonian fchool,
brought all their goods into a common ftock, con-
temned the pleafures of fenfe, abftained from fwear-
ing, and eat nothing that had life. Steady to the
tenets and principles which they had imbibed, they
difperfed abroad, and taught the doétrines of their
- preceptor in all the countries through which thcy

travelled.
~ Page 114. Dothe magonnes difcouer here artes
unto odhers ?] Mafons, in all ages, have ftudied the
general good of mankind. Every art which is necef-
fary for the fupport of authority and good govern-
ment, or which could extend fcience, they have
. cheerfully communicated to the world. Points of
no public utility, as their peculiar tenets, myftic
forms, and folemn rites, they have carefully con-
cealed. Thus Mafons have been diftinguithed in va-
rious countries for dlﬂ'emmatmg learning and general

# Turorem.] In any right-angled triangle, the fquare which. is de-
feribed upon the fide fubtending the right angle, is equal to the fquares
deferibed upon the fides which contain the right angle. Euclid, Lib. i,
prop. 47 . ’
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knowledge, while they have always kept the privi-
leges of their own Order facred and mvmlable among
themfelves.

Page 115. Whatte artes haueth the magonnes
techedde mankynde ?] The arts which the Mafons
have publicly taught, are here fpecified. It appears
to have furprifed the learned annotator, that religion
fhould have been ranked among the arts taught by
the Fraternity ; but it may be obferved that religion
is the only tie which can bind men ; and that where
there is no religion, therg can be no Mafonry.
Among Mafons, however, it is an art, which is cal-
culated to unite for a time oppofite fyftems, without
perverting or deftroying thofe fyftems. By the in-
fluence of this art, the purpofes of the inftitution are
effeCtually anfwered, and religious animofities hap-
pily terminated. -

Mafons have ever paid due obedience to the moral
law, and inculcated its precepts with powerful energy
on their difciples. Hence the do&rine of a God, the
creator and preferver of the univerfe, has been their
firm belief in every age; and under the influence
of that do@rine, their condué& has been regulated
through a fuccefion of years. The progrefs of
knowledge and philofophy, aided by divine revelation,
having enlightened the minds of men with the know-
ledge of the true God, and the facred tenets of the
Chriftian faith, Mafons have readily acquiefced in a
rehglon fo wifely calculated to make men happy 3
but in thofe countries where the gofpel has not
reached, or Chriftianity difplayed her beauties, they
have inculcated the univerfal religion, or the religion

G.3
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of nature; that is, to be good men and true, by
whatever denomination or perfuafion they are diftin-
guithed ; and by this univerfal fyftem, their condu&
has always been regulated. A cheerful compliance
with the eftablifhed religion of the country in which
they live, is earneftly recommended in the aflemblies
of Mafons ; and this univerfal conformity, notwith-
ftanding private fentiment and opinion, is the art
practifed by them, which effets the laudable purpofe
of conciliating true friendfhip among men of every
perfuafion, while it proves the cement of general
union. :

By Mafonry we are taught not to deviate from the
line of inftru&ion in which we have been educated,
or difregard the principles of religion that we have
originally imbibed. Though it is our rule to fuit our-
felves to circumftances and fituation in the charaéter
of Mafons, we are never to forget the wifc maxims
of our parents, or defert the faith in which we have
been nurtured, unlefs from convition we may be
juftified in making the change ; and in effeQing that
change, Mafonry can have no fhare. The tenets of
the inftitution therefore interfere with no particular
faith, but are alike reconcilable to all. Religious
and political difputes never engage the attention of
Mafons in-their private feminaries : thofe points are
left to the difcuffion and determination of other aflo-
ciations for whom the theme is better calculated, it
being a certain truth that the wifeft fyftems have
been more frequently injured than benefited by reli-
gous cavil.
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Notwithftinding the happieft events have arifen
in many periods of the hiftory of the world, from the
efforts of a wife, pious, learned, and moderate clergy,
feconded by the influence and authority of religious
princes, whofe counfels and example have always had
a commanding powgr, by enabling them to do good
with a facility peculiar to themfelves ; it muft be ob-
ferved with a generous concern, that thofe efforts have
not been fufficient to extinguith the unhappy fpirit of
fanaticifm, of whofe deplorable effets almoft every
age has exhibited a ftriking piGture. Enthufiaftical
{e€1s have been perpetually inventing. mew forms ‘of
religion in various countries, by working on the paf-
fions of the ignorant and unwary, and deriving their
rules of faith and manners from the fallacious fug-
geftions of a warm imagination, rather than from the
ciear and infallible diGates of the word of God.
One fet of men has cavered religion with a tawdry
habit of type and allegory, while another has con-
verted it into an inftrument of diffention and difcord.
The difcerning mind, however, may eafily trace the
unhappy confequences of  departing from the divine
fimplicity of the gofpel, and loading its pure and
“heavenly do&trines with the inventions and command-
ments of men. The tendency of true religion is to
ftrengthen the {prings of government, by purifying
the motives and animating the zeal of thofe who go-
vern, to promote the virtues which exalt a nation, by
rendering its inhabitants good fubje@s and true pa-

“triots, and confirming all the effential bonds and
abligations of civil fociety. The enemies of religion
arc the enemies of mankind ; and it is the natural
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tendency of infidelity and licentioufnefs to diffolve
the moft facred obligations, to remove the moft pow-
erful motives to virtue, and, by corrupting the prin-
ciples of individuals, to poifon the fources of pubhc
order and tranquillity.

Such are the mifchiefs arifing from zeal and enthu-
fiafm carried to excefs ; but when the principles of
Mafonry are better underftood and pra&ifed, the Fra-
ternity will be found to be the beft correétors of mif-
guided zeal and unreftrained licentioufnefs, and the
ableft fupporters of every well-regulated government.:

Page 115. Howe commethe magonnes more teach<
ers than odher menne ?] The anfwer implies, that
~ Mafons, from the nature and government of their
- affociation, have greater opportunities than other men
to.improve their talents, and therefore are allowed'
to be better qualified to inftrut .others.

Mr. Locke’s obfervation on Mafons having the art -
of finding new arts, is judicious, and his explanation
juft.  The Fraternity have always made the ftudy of
thesarts a principal part of their private amufement:
instheir aflemblies, nice and difficult theories have
been canvafled and explained, new difcoveries pro-
duced, and -thofe already known illuftrated. The
different clafles eftablifhed, the gradual progreflion of
knowledge communicated, and the regularity ob-
ferved throughout the whole {yftem of their govern-
ment, are evident proofs, that thofe who are initiated
into the myfteries of the Mafonic Art, may difcover
new arts ; and this knowledge is acquired by inftruc-
tion from, and familiar intercourfe with, men of ge—
nius and ability, who have, in their mafonic difqui-
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fitions, an opportunity of difplaying their talents
to advantage on almoft every important branch of
fcience.

Page 115. What dothe the magonnes concele and .
hyde?] The anfwer imports, the art of finding new.
arts, for their profit and praife ; and then particu-
larifes the different arts they carefully conceal. Mr.
Locke’s remark, ¢ That this fhews too much regard
¢ for their own fociety, and too little for the reft -of
¢ mankind,’ is rather fevere, when he has before ad-
mitted the propriety of comcealing from the world
what is of no'real public utility, left, by being con-
verted to bad ufes, the confequences might be preju-
dicial to fociety. By the word praife is here meant,
that honour and refpe&t to which Mafons are en-
titled, as the friends of fcience and learning, and
which is abfolutely neceflary to give a fan&ion to
the wife doCtrines they propagate, while their fidelity
gives them a claim to efteem, and the re&xtude of
their manners demands veneration.

Of all the arts which the Mafons pradtife, them't
of fecrecy particularly diftinguithes them. Tacitur-
nity is a proof of wifdom, and is allowed to be of the
utmoft importance in the different tranfaétions of
life. The beft writers have declared it to"be an art
of ineftimable value ;  and that it is agreeable to the
Deity himfelf, may be cafily conceived, from the glo-
ripus example which he gives, in concealing from
mankind the fecrets of his providence. The wifeft
of men cannot pry into the arcana of heaven; nor
can they divine to-day, what to-morrow may bring
forth. . ‘ : : ,
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Many inftances might be adduced from hiftory, to
thew the high veneration which was paid to the art
of fecrecy by the ancients. Pliny informs us, that
Anaxarchus, being imprifoned with a view to extort
from him fome fecrets with which he had been en-
trufted, and dreading that exquifite torture mtght
induce him to betray his truft, bit his tongue in the
middle, and threw it in the face of Nicocreon, the
tyrant of Cyprus.— No totments could make .the
fervants of Plancus betray the fecrets of their mafter;
they encountered every pain with fortitude, and ftre-
nuoufly fupported their fidelity amidft the moft fe-
vere tortures, till death put a period to their fuffer-
ings. — The Athenians bowed to a ftatue of brafs,
which was reprefented wichout a tongue, to. denote
fecrecy. — The Egyptians worfhipped Harpocrates,
the god of filence, who was always reprefented hold-
ing his finger at his mouth. — The Romans had their
goddefs of filence, named Angerona, to'whom they
offered worthip. — Lycurgus, the celebrated law-
giver, as well as Pythagoras, the great fcholar, par-
ticularly recommended this virtue; efpecially the laft,
who, as we have before obferved, kept his difciples .
filent during five years, that they might learn the
valuable fecrets he had to communicate unto them.
This evinces that he ‘deemed fecrecy the rareft, as
well as the nobleft art *. _

# The following flory is related by:a Roman hiftorian (Aulus Gellius) 3
which, as it may be equally pleafing and inftruftive, we fhall infert at full
n’%':: fenators of Rome had ordained, thnt, during their confultations in

the fenate-houfe, each fenator fhould be permitted to bring his fon with
him, who was to depart, if ocesfion required; but this favour was nos ge-
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Mr. Locke has made feveral judicious obferva- :
tions on the anfwer which is given to the queftion.

neral, being reftrifted only to the fons of noblemen ; who, in thofe days,
were tutored from their infancy in the virtue of fecrecy, and thereby qua-
lified, in their riper years, to difcharge the moft important offices of go-
vernment with fidelity and wifdom. About this time it happened, that the
fenators met on a very important cafe, and the affair requiring mature de-
liberation, they were detained longer than ufual in the fenate-houfe, and
the conclufion of their determination was adjourned to the following day ;
each member engaging, in the mean time, to keep fecret the proceedings
of the meeting. Among other noblemen’s fons who attended on the oc-
cafion, was the fon of the grave Papyrus; a family of great renows and
fplendor. This youth was no lefs remarkable for the extent of his genius,
than for the prudence of his deportment. On his return home, his mo-
ther, anxious to know what important cafe had been debated in the fenate
that day, which had detained the fenators fo long beyond the ufual hour,
intreated him to relate the particulars. The noble and virtuous youth told
her, it was a bufinefs not in his power to reveal, he being folemnly en-
joined to filence. On hearing this, her importunitics were more earneft,
and her inquiries more minute. By fair fpeeches and intreaties, with li-
beral proniifes, fhe endeavoured to break open this little cafket of fecrecy ;
but thefe proving ineffeual, the adopted rigorous meafures, and had re-
courfe to firipes and violent threats; being determined that force fhould.
extort, what lenity could not effe@. The youth, finding his mother’s
threats to be very harth, but her firipes more fevere, with a noble and
heroic fpirit, thus endeavoured to relieve her anxiety, without violating his
fidelity :
¢ Madam, you may well blame the fenate for their long fitting, at leaft,

¢ for prefaming to call in queftion a cafe fo truly impertinent ; except the
¢ wives of the fenators are allowed to confult on it, there can be no hope
¢ of a conclufion. I fpeak this only from my own opinion; I 'know theis.

* gravity will eafily confound my juvenile apprehenfions ; yet, whether na-
¢ ture or duty inftru@s me to do fo, I cannot tell. It fecms neceflary to
¢ them, for the increafe of people, and the public good, that every fenator
¢ fhould be allowed two wives ; or otherwife, their wives two hufbands. I
¢ fhall hardly incline to call, under one roof, two men by the name of
¢ father; 1had rather with cheerfulnefs falute two women by the name of
¢ mother. This is the queftion, Madam, and to-morrow it is to be de~
¢ termined.’

G 6



132" 2 ™11 USTRATIONS

here propofed. " His being in the dark concerning
the meaning of the faculty of Abrac, I -am not

His mother heanng this, and he feemmg unmllmg to reveal it, fhe took’
it for an infallible truth. Herblood was quickly fired, and rage enfued’
Without inquiring any farther into the merits of the cafe, fhe immediately
difpatched meffengers to all the other ladies and matrons of Rome, to ac-
quaint them of the weighty affair under deliberation in the fenate, which
fo nearly concerned the peace and welfare of their whole lives. The me-
Tancholy news foon fpread a general alarm, and many conjeétures were’
formed. ' The ladies, refolved to give their affiftance in the decifion of this
weighty point, immediately aﬂ'embled ‘Headed by young Papyrus’s mo-
ther, next morning they proceeded to the fepate-houfe ; and though it is
remarked, thata parliament of women is feldom governed by one fpeaker,
yet the affair being urgent, the hafte pertinent, and the cafe (on their
behalf) of the utmoft confequence, the revealing woman muft {peak for
all the reft. It was agreed, that fhe thould infift on the neceffity of the
concurrence of the fenators’ wives to the determination of a law in which
they were fo particularly interefted. When they came to the door of the
fenate-houfe, fuch a noife was made for admiffion to fit with their huf-

. bands in this grand confultation, that all Rome feemed to be in an uproar.’
Their bufinefs, however, muft be known, before they ceuld gain an au-
dience. This being complied with, and their admiffion granted, fuch
an elaborate oration was made by the female fpeaker on the occafion in’

" hehalf of her fex, as aftonifhed the whole fenators. She requefted, that
the matter might not be haftily determined, but be ferioufly canvaffed ac-’
cording to juftice and equity ; and exprefled the determined refolutions of
herfelf and her fifters, to oppofe a meafure fo unconftitutional as that of
permitting one hufband to have two wives, who could foarcely pleafe one.

- She propofed, in the name of her fifters, as the moft effeGtual way of
peopling the fiate, that if any alteration were to be made in the eftablifhed
cuftom of Rome, women might be permitted to have two hufbands. The
fenators being informed of Papyrus's {cheme to preferve his reputatnon,
and the riddle being publicly folved, the ladies were greatly confounded, .
and departed with blufhing cheeks; while the noble youth, who had
proved himfelf worthy of his truft, was highly commended for hns
fidelity. To avoid a like tumult in future, it was refolved, th:t
the cuftom of introducing the fons of fenators fhould be abiolithed.
Papyrus, however, on account of the attachment to his word, and
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furprifed at, nor can I conceive how he could other-
wife be. ABrac is an abbreviation of the word
ApracapaBra. In the days of ignorance and fu-
perftition, that word had a magical fignification ;
but the explanation of it is now loft*.

his difcreet policy, was excepted from this reftriion, and ever afterwards
freely admitted into the fenate houfe, where many honours were conferred
upon him.

The virtue and fidelity of young Papyrus are indeed worthy of imitation :
but the Mafons have ftill a more glorious example, in their own body, of
a brother, accomplifhed in every art, who, rather than forfeit his
bonour, or betray his truft, fell a facrifice to the cruel hand of a bar-
barous aflaffin.

* Mr. Hutchinfon, in his ingenious treatife, intitled The Spirit of
Mafonry, gives the following explanation of the werd ABRac, which,
it is curious, I fhall here infert in that gentleman’s own words :

¢¢ ABRAC, oOr Anmc.m, was a name which Bafilides, a religious of
¢ the fecond century, gave to God; who, he faid, was the author of
¢¢ three hundred and fixty-five.

¢¢ The author ef this fuperftition is faid to have lived in the time of
¢¢ Adrian, and that it had its name alter ABrasaN or ABRraxas, the
¢ denomination which Bafilides gave to the Deity. He called him the
¢¢ Supreme God, and aferibed to him feven fubordinate powers or angels;
¢¢ who prefided over the heavens: "and alfo, accerding to the number of
¢ the days in the year, held, that three huadred and fixty-five  virtues, i
¢« powers, or ‘intelligences, exifted as the emanations of God ; the value,
¢ or numerical diftinQion of the letters in the word, according te the
¢ ancient Greek numerals, made 365.

A B P A X A Z
1 2 100 1 60 1 200 "
¢ Among antiquaries, ABRAXAS is an antique gem, or ftone, withi
¢¢ the word ABraxas engraved on it. There are a great many kinds
¢ of them, of various figures and fizes, moftly as old as the third century.
¢ Perfons profefling the religious principles of Bafilides were this gem
¢ with great tion as an let, from whofe virtues, and the
¢ proteQion of the Deity, to whom it was confecrated, and with
¢« whofe name it wes infcribed, the wearer derived health, profperity,
¢ and fafety.
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Our celebrated annotator has taken no-notice of the
Mafons having the art of working miracles, and fore-
faying things to come. But this was certainly not
the leaft important of their do&rines ; hence aftro-
logy was admitted as one of the arts which they
mught, and the ftudy of it was warmly recommended
in former times.

The ancient philofophers applled with unwcaned
diligence to difcover the afpets, magnitude, diftances,
motions, and revolutions of the heavenly bodies 3 and,
according to the difcoveries they made, pretended to
foretel future events, and to determine concerning
the fecrets of Providence. This ftudy afterwards
became a regular {cience.

Aftrology, however vain and delufive in itfelf, has
_ certainly proved extremely ufeful to mankind, by
promoting the excellent fcience of aftronomy. The
vain hope of reading the fates of men, and the fuc-
cefs of their defigns, has been one of the ftrongeft
motives to induce them, in all countries, to an at-

¢¢ There is depofited in the Britith Mufeum fuch a gem, which is a
¢ befil ftone of the form of an egg, The head is in eumo, the reverfe in
¢¢ taglio.

¢ In church bhiftory, Amux is noted as-a myftical term, exprefling the
¢ Supreme God ; under whom the Bafilidians fuppofed three hundred and
¢ fixty-five dependent deitjes: it was the principle of the Gnoitic
¢¢ hicrarchy, whence fprang their multitudes of theeons. From Asraxas
¢ procecded their PriMoceniar Minp 5 from the primogenial mind, the
« Logos, or word ; from the logos, the Puronsis, or prudence ; from
¢¢ the phronaxfis, Sopia and DyNamis, or wifdom and ftrengih ; fiom
¢¢ thefe two proceeded PrinciraviTies, PoweRs, and ANGELs ; and from
«¢ thefe, other angels, 10 the number of three hundred and fixty-five,
¢« who were fuppofed to have the government of fo many celeftial orbs
¢ committed to their care.’
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tentive obfervation of -the celeftial bodies ; whence
they haye been taught to meafure time, mark the
duration of feafons, and regulate the operations of-
agriculture. -

The feience of aftrology, which is- nothing more:
than the ftudy of nature, and the knowledge of the-
fecret virtues of the heavens, is founded on feripture,.
and confirmed by reafon and experience. Mofes
tells us, that the fun, moon, and ftars, were placed:
in the firmament, to be for figns as well as for fea-
fons. We find the Deity thus addrefling Job, ¢ Canft:
¢ thou bind the fweet influences of the Pleiades, or loofe
¢ the bends of Orion ?” We are inftruted in the Book
of Fudges, that « they fought from heaven ; the fars
 in their courfes fought againft Sifera.” The ancient
philofophers were unanimous in the fame opinion ;;
and among the moderns, we may cite Lord Bacony
and feveral others, as giving-it a fantion. Milton

- thus exprefles himfelf on the fubjet : '

Of planetary motions and afpeéts

In fextile, fquare, and trine, and oppofite,
" Of noxious efficacy, and when to join .

In fynod unbenign, and taught the fixed
Their influence malignant when to fbosver, &c. °

It is well known that inferior animals, and even
birds and reptiles, have a foreknowledge of futurity ;
and furely Nature never intended to withhold from
man thofe favours, which fhe has fo liberally be- -
ftowed on the raven, the cat, and the fow ? No, the

aches in our limbs, and the fhootings of our corns,
before a tempeft or a fhower, evince the contrary.
10
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Man, who is a microcofm, or world in miniature,
unites in himfelf all the powers and qualities which
are {cattered throughout nature, and difcerns from . -
certain figns the future contingencies of his being;
finding his way through the palpable obfcure to the
vifible diurnal and nocturnal fphere, he marks the pre- -
fages and predi€lions of his happinefs or mifery.

« The myfterious and recondite do&trine of fympathies .
in Nature, is admirably illuftrated from the {ym-
pathy between the moon and the fea, by which the
waters of the ocean are, in a certain though incon-
ceivable manner, drawn after that luminary., In
thefe celeftial and terreftrial fympathies, there is no
doubt that the vegetative fcul of the world transfers
a fpecific virtue from the heavens to the elements, to
animals, and to man. If the moon alone rules the
world of waters, what effe&ts muft the combination

" of folar, ftellar, and lunar influences have upon the

land ? In fhort, it is univerfally confefled, that aftro-

logy is the mother of aftronomy ; and though the
daughter may have rebelled againft the mother, it

has long been predited and expeCted that the vene- .

rable authority of the parent would prevail in the

end.

Page 117. Wylle he teche me thay fame artes ?]
By the anfwer to this queftion, we learn the necef-
fary qualifications which are required in a candi-
date for Mafonry —a good charater, and an able
capacity.

Page r17. Dothe all magonnes kunne more then
odher menne ?] The anfwer only implies, that Ma-
fons have a better opportunity than the reft of man-
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kind, to imp’rove in ufeful knowledge; though a
want of capacity in fome, and of application in others,
obftruéts the progrefs of many.

Page 117. Are magonnes gudder menne then
odhers 7] Mafons are not undeérftoed to be, col-
~ le&tively, more virtuous in their lives and a&ions,
than other men; but it is an undoubted faét, that
a ftri& conformity to the rules of the profeffion
may make them better men than they otherwife
would be. -

Page 117. Dothe magonnes love - cider odher
myghtylye as beeth fayde ?] The anfwer to this
queftion is truly great, and is judicioufly remarked
upon by the learned annotator.

By the anfwers to the three laft queftions, the
objections of cavillers againlt Mafonry are amply re4
futed ; the excellency of the Inftitution is difplayed ;
and every cenfure againft it, on account of the tranf-
greflions of its profeflors, entirely removed. A bad
man, if his chara@er be known, can never be in-
rolled in our records; and fhould we be unwarily
. led to receive an improper obje&t, then our endea-
vours are exerted to reform him : fo that, by being
a Mafon, it is probable he may become a better
fubje& to his fovereign, and a more valuable mem-
ber of fociety, than he would have done had he not
been in the way of thofe advantages. .

To conclude, Mr. Locke’s obfervations on the
whole of this curious manufcript deferve a ferious
and careful examination; and theugh he was not at
the time one of the Brotherhood, he feems pretty
clearly to have comprehended the value and import-
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ance of the fyﬂem which he endeavoured to illuftrate.
We may therefore fairly conjeture, that the favour-
able opinion which he conceived of the Society of
Mafons before his admiffion, was fufficiently con-

~ firmed after his initiation.
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BOOK IV.

THE HISTORY OF MASONRY IN ENGLAND, &C.

SECT. L

Majbﬂry ear?y zﬂtroduced into England.—Account of
the Druids.—Progrefls of  Mafonry in England
under - the Romans. --Mq/om highly favoured by
S8t. Alban.

THE hiftory of Britain, previous to the invafion of

the Romans, is fo mixed with fable, as not to
afford any fatisfaltory account, either of the original
inhabitants of the ifland, or of the arts pralifed by
* them. It appears, however, from the writings of
the beft hiftorians, that they were not deftitute of
genius or tafte; and there are yet in being the re-
mains of fome ftupendous works executed by them
much earlier than the time of the Romans; which,
though defaced by time, difplay no fmall fhare of
ingenuity, and are convincing proofs that the {cience
of Mafonry was not unknown even in thofe rude
ages. :
The Druids rctamed among them many ufages
fimilar to thofe of Mafons; but of what they con-
fifted, at this remote period we cannot with certainty
difcover. 1n conformity to the ancient praltices of
the Fraternity, we learn that they held their affemblics
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in woods and groves, and obferved the.moft impene-
trable fecrecy in their principles and opinions; a -
circumftance which we have reafon to regret, as
thefe, being known only to themfelves, muft havc
perithed with them.

The Druids were the priefts of the Britons, Gauls,
and other Celtic nations, and were divided into three
claffes: the bards, who were poets and muficians,
formed the firft clafs; the vates, who were priefts
and phyfiologifts, compofed the fecond clafs; and
the third clafs confifted of the Druids, who added
moral phiiofophy to the ftudy of phyfiology.

As ftudy and fpeculation were the favourite pur-
fuits of thofe philofophers, it has been fuggefted that
they chiefly derived their fyftem of government from
Pythagoras. Many of his tenets and doétrines feem
to have been adopted by them. In their private re-
treats, they entered into a difquifition of the origin,
laws, and properties of matter, the form and magni-
tude of the univerfe, and even ventured to explore
the moft fublime and hidden fecrets of Nature. On
thefe fubjeCts they formed a variety of hypothefes,
which they delivered to their difciples in verfe, in
order that they might be more eafily retained in

memory ; and admxmﬁercd an oath not to commit
them to writing.

In this manner the Druids communicated their
particular tenets, and concealed, under the veil of
myftery, every branch of ufeful knowledge ; which
tended to fecure to their order univerfal admiration
and refpeét, while the religious inftrutions propa-
gated by them were every where received with
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reverence and fubmiffion. They were entrufted with
the education of youth; and from their feminaries
ifued many curious and valuable produ&ions.
As judges of law, they determined all caufes, ec-
clefiaftical and civil ; as tutors, they taught philo~
fophy, aftrology, politics, rites, and ceremonies;
and as bards, in their fongs they recommended
the heroic deeds of great men to the imitation of
pofterity.

~ To enlarge on the ufages that prevailed among
thofe ancient philofophers, on which we can offer at
beft but probable conjeGtures, would be a needlefs
wafte of time; we fhall therefore leave the expe-
rienced Mafon to make his own refle@Qlions on the
affinity of their pralices to the rites eftablithed
among the Fraternity, and proceed to a difquifition
of other particulars and occurrences, which are better
authenticated, and of more importance.

On the arrival of the Romans in Britain, arts' and
fciences began to flourith. According to the pro-
grefs of civilization, Mafonry rofe into efteem ; hence
we find that Cefar, and feveral of the Roman ge-
nerals who fucceeded him in the government of this
ifland, ranked themfelves as patrons and protectors
of the Craft. At this period the Fraternity were
employed in ere@ing walls, forts, bridges, cities,
temples, palaces, courts of juftice, and other ftately
works ; but hiftory is filent refpeting their mode of
government, and affords no information in regard
to the ufages and cuftoms prevalent among them.
Their lodges or conventions were regularly held, but
being open only to the initiated fellows, the legal
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reftraints they were under, prevésted the . public
commiunication of their priyate tranfa&ions.

The wars which _afterwards broke out between
the conquerors and conquered, corfiderably ob-
ftruQed the progrefs of Mafonry in Britain, fo that
it continued in a very low ftate till the time of the
emperor Caraufius, by whon it'was revived under his
own immediate aufpices.. Having:fhaken off the
Roman yoke, he contrived the moft effectual meang
to render his perfon and government acceptable to
the people ; and, by affuming the chara&er of a
Mafon, he acquired the love and efteem of the. moft
enlightened part of his fubjects. He poffeffed.real
‘merit, encouraged learning and learned men, and
impraved the country in the civil-arts.” In order to
eftablith an empire in Britain, he brought into his
dominions the beft workmen and artificers: from all
parts, all of whom, under his aufpices, enjoyed peace
and tranquillity. . " Among’the firft clafs: of his' fa-
vourites he enrolled the Mafons ; for their tenets he
profefled the high¢ft. veneration, .and appointed -Al-
banus, his ftewatd, the. principal fuperintendant of
their affemblics. Under his patronage, iodges and
conventions of the Fraternity were formed, and the
rites of Mafonry regularly pra&ifed. To enable the
Mafons to hold a general councit to- eftablifh their
own government, and corret errors among thems<
felves, he granted to them a chaiter, and commanded
Albanus to prefide over them in perfon as Grand
Mafter. This worthy knight proved a zealous friend
to the Craft, and aflifted at the initiation of many
. perfons into the myfteries of the Order. - To this




OF MASONRY. - 143

council the mame of Affembly was afterwards
ngen *,

Albanus was bom at Veruiam _(now St. Alban’s
in Hertfordfhire), of a noble famlly In his youth o
he travelled to Rome, where he ferved feven, yéar -
under the emperor Diocletian. On his return home,
by the example and perfuafion of Amphibalus’ of
Caer-leon (now Chefter), who had accompanied him
in his travels, he was converted to the Chriftian
faith, and, in the tenth and laft perfecution of thc
Chnﬁnans, was beheaded, A.D. 303.

St. Alban was the figft who fuffered martyrdom
_ for the Chriftian religion in Britain, of which the
venerable Bede gives the following account: The
Roman governor having been informed that: St
Alban harboured a Chriftian in his- houfe, fent a
party of foldiers to apprehend Amphibalus. St. Alban
immediately put on the habit of his gueft 4, and pre-

* An old MS. which was deftroyed, with manv others, in 1720, faid to
have been in the pofleffion of Nichelas Stone, a curious fculptor under
Inigo Jones, contained the following perticulars:

¢ St. Alban loved Mafons well, and cherithed them mnch, and made
¢ their pay right good ; for he gave them ijs. per weeke, and iiijd to their
¢ 1 ; whereas, before that time, in all the land, a Mafon bad but a
¢ penny a day, and his meat, until St. Alban mended it. --And he gott
¢ them a charter from the King and his counfell for to holda general
¢ counfell, and gave itt to name Affemblie. Thereat he was himfelfe, and
¢ did helpe to make Mafons, and gave them good charges.’

+ The garment which Alban wore upon this occafion was called a
Caracalla ; it was a kind of cloke with a towl, refembling the veftment

1 A MS. written in the r'eign of James IL. before cited in this volume,
contains an account of this circumftance, and increafes the weekly pay to
3s. 6d. and 3d. a day for the bearers of burdens.
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fented himfelf to the officers. Being carried before
a magiftrate, he behaved with fuch manly freedom,
and fo powerfully fupported the caufe of his friend,
‘that he not only incurred the difpleafure of the
judge, but brought upon himfelf the punifhment
above fpecified. =

The old conftitutions affitm, that St. Alban was

employed by Caraufius to environ the city of Verulam
with a wall, and to build for:him a fplendid palace;
and that, to reward his diligence in executing thefe
works, the Emperor appointed him fteward of his
houfehold, and chief rule’f the realm. How-
ever this may be, from the corroborating teftimonies
of ancient hiftorians, we are affured that this knight
was a.celebrated architeét, and a real encourager of
able workmen ; it cannot therefore be fuppofed, that
Frec-mafonry wouldgbe negleGted under fo eminent
a patron. ‘

of the Jewifh priefts, Walfingham relates, that it was ‘preferved in a
large cheft in the church of Ely, which was opened in the reign of Ed-
~ ward II. A.D. 1314; and Thomas Rudburn, another writer of equal
authority, confirms this relation ; and adds, that there was found, with

his garment, an old writing in thefe words: ¢ This is the Caracalla of - |

¢ St. Amphibalus, the monk ard preceptor of St. Alban; in which that

¢ proto-mastyr of England fuffered death; under the cruel yerfecumn of
¢ Diocletian ajzeinft the Chriftians.’

"

P
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SECT. II.

Hiflory of Mafonry in England under St. Aufling King
Alfred, Edward, Athelfiane, Edgar, Edward the
Confeffory, William the Conqueror, Henry 1. Ste-

pheny and HenryIL. 5 and alfo under the ngbt:
. Templars.

AFTER the departure of the Romans from Britain,
Mafoury made but a flow progrefs, and was almoft
totally negleéted, on account of the irruptions of the
Pics and Scots, which obliged the fouthern inhabit-

" ants of the ifland to folicit the affiftance of the Saxons,
in order to repel thefe invaders. As the Saxons in-
creafed, the native Britons funk into obfcurity, and
ere long yielded the fuperiority to their proteCtors,
acknowledging their fovereignty and jurifdiétion. .
Thefe rough and ignoranc Heathens, defpifing every
thmg but war, foon put a finithing'ftroke to all the
remains of ancient learning which had efcaped the
fury of the Picts and Scots. They continued their de-
predations with-unreftrained rigour, till the arrival of
fome pious teachers from Wales and Scotland, when

. many of thefe favages being reconciled to Chriftianity,

Mafonry got into repute, and lodges were again

formed * ; but thefe being under the direCtion of
forelgners, were feldom convened, and never attained

to any degree of confideration or importance. . .

Mafonry continued in a declining ftate till the yéar
557> when Auftin, with forty more monks, among
whom she fciences had been preferved, came intoi

England Auftin was commiffioned by pope Gregory,

# See the Book of Couﬁnuuom
H
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to baptize Ethelbert, king of Kent, who appoeinted
him the firft archbifhop of Canterbury. This monk,
and his affociates, propagated the principles of Chrif-
txamty argong ¢he inhabitants of Britain, and by their
mﬂuence, in little more than ﬁxty years, all the kings
of the heptarchy were converted: Mafonry flourithed
under the patronage of Auftin, and many foreigners
caime into England, who iritroduced the Gothic ftyle
of bpilding. Autftin feems to have been a zealous
enicourager of archite&ure, and appeared at the head
of the Fraternity in founding the. old cathedral of
Canterbury in 600, and the cathedral of Rochefter
in 602 ; St. Paul’s, London, in 604 ; St. Peter’s,
Weftminfter, in 605 ; and many others *.  Several
palaces and -caftles: were built.under his aufpices, as
well ds other fortifications on the borders of the
kingdom, which very confiderably mcreafcd the
nimber.of Mafons in England.

Some expert brethren, who had arrived from
France in 680, formed themfelves into a lodge under
the direGtion of Bennet, abbot of Wirral, who was
foon after appointed by Kenred; king of Mercia,
infpeQor of the lodges, and general fupermtcndant
of the Mafons.

During the. heptarchy, Mafonry contipued in -a
low ftate; but in the year 856, it revived under the
patronage of St. Swithin, who was employcd by
Ethelwolph, the Saxon kmg, to repair fome pious
houfes ;. and from that time it gradually improved,

till the reign of Alfred, A.D. 872, when, in the pers

fon of that prince, it found a zealous protetor.
# See the Monafticon Anglicanum.
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* Mafonry has generally kept pace with the progrefs
- of learning ; the: patrons and encouragers of the
Iatter having: been moft remarkable for cukivating
and promoting the former. No prince ftudied more:
to polifh andiimprove the underftandings of hig fub-
je&s:than Alfred, :and no one ever proved a better
friend to Mafonry. By his indefatigable afliduity in
the purfuit of knowledge, his example had powerful
influence in reforming the diffolute and barbarous
manners of his people. Hume, ‘in his Hiftory of -
England, relates the: following particulars of this
celebrated prince :

< Alfred ufually divided his time into three cqual
portiens : one was employed in fleep, and the refec-
tion of his body by diet and exercife ; another, in
the difpatch of bufinefs; and a third in ftudy and
devotion. "That he might more exaltly meafure the
hours, he made ufe of burning tapers of equal lengths, -
which he fixed in lanterns; an expedient fuited to
that rude age, when the art of defcribing fun-dials,
and the - mechanifm -of clocks and watches, were
totally unknown. By this regular diftribution of
timé, though he - often laboured under great bodily
infirmities, this martial hero, who fought in perfon
fifty-fix battles by fea and land, was- able, during'a
life of no extraordinary length, to acquire more
knowledge, and even to compofe more books, than
moft ftudious men, blefled with greater léifure and-
_ application, have done in more fortunate ages.

Ag this prince was not negligent in giving encou-
ragement to the mechamcal arts, Mafonry claimed

". agreat part of his attention. He inyited, from all

"H %
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quarters, induftrious foreigners to re-peogle his coun~
try, which had been defolated by the ravages of the
Danes, and introduced and encouraged manufatures
of all kinds among them. No inventor or improver
of any ingenious art did he fuffer to go unrewarded 3
and he appropriated a feventh part of his revenue to
maintain 2 number of workmen, whom he canftantly
employed in rebuilding’ his ruined cities, caftles,
. palaces, and monafteries. The univcrﬁty of Oxford
was founded by him. )

On the death of Alfred in 900, Edward fuccecded
to the throne, during whofe reign. the Mafons con-.
tinued to hold their lodges under the fanQion. of

* Ethred, his fifter’s hufband, and Ethelward, his-
brother, to whom the care of the Fraternity had been
intrufted. Ethelward was a prince of great learning,
and an able archite& ; he founded the univerfity of
Cambridge.

Edward died in 924, and was fucceeded by ‘Athel-
ftane his fon, who appomt}d his brother Edwin
patron of the Mafons. This prince procured a charter
from Athelftane, empowering them to meet annually
in communication at York, where the firk Grand
Lodge of England was formed in 926, at which Edwin
prefided as Grand Mafter. Here many old wtitings
were produced in Greek, Latin, and other languages,
from which the conftitutions of the Engl:(h lodges
are derived *. :

# A record of the fociety, written in the réign of Edward IV., faid to
have been in the poffeffion of the famous Elias Afhmole, founder,of the *
Mufeum at Oxford, and which was unfortunately deﬁroyed with othey

papers on the fuhjeét of Mafonry, at the Revolution, nges tlxe followmg~
account of ' ~ of Mafonry at this period: -
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~ Athelftane kept.his court for fome time at York,
‘where he. received feveral embaffies from' foreign

¢ That though the ancient records of the Brotherheod in England
¢ were many of them deftroyed, or loft, in the wats of the Saxons and
¢ Danes, yet king Athelftane (the grandfon of king Alfrede the Great, 8
¢ mighty archite@), the firft annointed king of England, and who
¢ tranflated the Holy Bible into the Sexon tongue (A.D. 930), when
¢ he had brought the land into reft and peace, built many great works,
¢and encoursged many Mafons from France, who. were appointed
¢ overfeers thereof, aud brought with them the charges and regulations
¢ of the lodges, preferved fince the Roman times; who alfo prevailed
* with the king to improve the conftitution of the Englith' lodges
-¢ according to the foreign model, and to increafe the wages of working
¢ Mafons. '

¢ That the faid king's brother, prince Edwin, being taught Mafonry,
¢ and taking upon him the charges of a Mafter-Mafon, for the love he
“had to the faid Craft, and the honourable principles whereon it- is
¢ grounded, purchafed a free charter of king Athelftane, for the Mafons
¢ having a corredtion among themfelves (as it was anciently exprefled)s
“or a freedom and power to regulate themfelves, to amend what
¢ might happen onufs, and to hold a yenly communication and general
¢ affembly,

¢ That, accordingly, prince Edmn fummoned all the Mafons in
< the realm 10 meet him in a congregation at York, who came and
¢ compofed a general lodge, of which he was Grand Mafter ; and having
¢ brought with them all the writings and records extant, fome in
¢ Greek, fome in Latin, fome in French, and other languages, from
¢ the contents thereof that. affembly did.frame the conflitution and
¢ charges_ of an Englith lodge, made a law to preferve and obferve
¢ the fame in all time coming, and ordnned goed pay for warlnng
¢ Mafons,”- &ec.

From this wra we date the re-eﬁabhﬂlmcnt of Free-mafonry in
England. There is at prefent a Grand Longe of Mafons in the city
of York, who trace their exiftence from this period. By virtue of
Edwin’s charter, it is faid, all the Mafons in the realm were convened
at a general affewbly in that city, where they efiablithed o general
or grand Lodge for their future governiuent, Under the patronage
and jurifdi®ion of this Grand Lodge, it is alleged, the Fraternity
confiderably increafed, and kings, princes, and other eminent perfons,

H 3
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princes, with rich prefents of  various kinds. He
was loved, honoured; 'and admired by all the

who had been initiated into Mafonsty, paid due -allegisnce ta that
Grand Affembly. But as the evéms of the times .were vexious and
fluftuating, thst affembly was more or lefs refpedtable; and in pro-
portion as Mafonry obtained encouragement, its influence, was more
or lefs extenfive. The sppellation of Ancient’ York: Mafons is well -
known in Ireland and Scotland ; and the univesfal tradition is,.that the
‘brethren of that appellation originated at Auldby near York: . This ¢arries
with it fome marks of confirmation, for Auldby was the feat of Edwin. . -
There s every:reafon to. believe that York was deemed the driginal
feat of mafonic government in this country ;: no. other place has pre-
tended to claim it, -and.the .whole Fraternity. bave, at various times,
univerfally acknowledged allegiance to the authority eftablithed therex
but whether the préfent affociation in thét. city be éutitled to the alle~
giance, is.& fubjedt of inquiry which it is niet siy proviuce.to inveftigate.
To that affembly recourfe muft be had: for informations Thus mucly,
however, is certain, ‘that if & General Affesably ox Grand Lodge was
held there (of which there is little donbt, if we can.raly on our records
and conflitutions, es i¢ is faid to_bave-exifted there:in.queen Elizabeth's
time), there is no-evidence of its regulir removal to awy other place: in
\he kingdom ; and upon that ground, the brethren at York may probably
 claim ‘the privilege of sffocisting i ithat charafter. .. A number of re-
fpeGable meetings of the Fraernity appear ' ta_liave :been. convened . at
fundry tines in differént ports of Englirid;’ but we cannot find an inftance
on yecord, - till & very late period; of a :general meeting (fo.culled) being
beld in any other place befide York. R o
To underftand this matter more. clearly, it may be neceffary te advert
to the originel inRitution of - that affembly called' & General or Grand
‘Lodge. It wes not then reftrifted, as.itis now -undenftood to be, to the
. Mafiers and Wardens of private lodges, with the Grand Mafter.and his
‘Woardens at their head § it confifted of as many of the Fraternity at large
as, beirig within a conivenient diftance; could attend, once or twice ina
'ycar,‘ unider -the aufpices of one general ‘head, who was elefted and
infalled at one of thefe meetings, and who, .for the time "being,
recelved homage as' the fole governorof the wiole body. The idea of
confining the privileges -of Mufonry, by a warrant of conflitution, te
certain individuals conyened on ceriia days at certain places; Lad theri ao
exiftence. There was but one femily among - Mafons, and every . Mafon

PR3
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princes of Europe, who courted. his friendfhip and
alliance. He was a mild fovereign, a kind brother,
and a true friend. The only blemifh which hifto-
rians find in his whole reign, is the fuppofed murder
of his brother Edwin. This youth, wha was diftin-
guithed for his virtues, having died two years before
his brother, a falfe report was fpread, of his being
wrongfully put to death by him. “But tlns is fo im-

was a branch of that family. 1Tt is cue,thepﬁnleguofthcdiﬁereutde-
grees of the Order always centered in certain numbers of the Fraternity;
whae, according to their advancement in the Art, were authorized hy the
encient charges to affemble in, hold, and rule lodges, at their will and dif-
cretion, in fuch places as beft fuited their convenience, and when fo affem«
bled, to receive pupilsand deliver inftra&ions in the Art; ~but all the
tribute from thefe individaals, feparately and colleétively, refted ultimately
in the General Affembly, to which sl the Fraternity mlght npan', aul to
whofe award all were bound to pay fubmiffion. -

As the conftitations of the Engtifh Lodges ere derived from lh:s Geumt
Affembly at York ; as all Mefons ire bound to: cbferve and: prefesve thofe-

Jnall time coming; and as there is no fatisfatory proof that faeh affem
bly was ever regularly removed by the refolution ofiits members, bye thaty
on the contrary, the Fraternity fiill continue to meet-in that ¢ity. under
this appellation, it may remain a doubt, whether; while thefe conftitutions
_ exift as the flandard of mafonic condu&,’ that affembly may riot juftly clajm
“ the allegiance to which their originil authority esititled them{ o
whether any other ¢ ion ‘of Mafons, however great their ‘confequence
may be, can, confiftent with thofe conftitutions, withdraw- dieir sHegiarice
from that affembly, or fet afidean authority, to whick not only autiquity,
bat the concurrent approbation of Mafons for ages under the moft folemn

engagements, have repeatedly given a fan&ion.

Tt is to be regretted, that the idea of fuperiority, and s wifh to scquire
abfolute dominion, fhould occafion a conteft among Mafons. Were the
principles of the Order better underftood, and indre generally pragtifed,
the intention of the inflitution: would. be: more folly adifwered.;: Every

- Mafon would confider his brother as his fellow; and he who;: by generous -

and virtuous a&ions, ceuld beft promote the happinefs ief fociety, would
always be moft likely to receive homage and refpeét.

H 4



152 ILLOSTRATIONS

probable in itfelf, fo inconfiftent with the charaller
of Athelftane, and indeed fo flenderly attefted, as to
be undeferving a place in hiftory *.

¢ The excellent writer of the Life of King Athelftane # has given fo
elear and fo perfe& a view of this event, that the reader cafinot receive
greater fatisfadtion than in that author’s own words:

¢¢ The bufinefs of Edwin’s death is a point the moft ubfeure in the ftory

+of this king, and, to fay the truth, not qgie even of our beft hiftorians hath
written clearly, or with due attention, concerning it. The fa& as com-
monly received is this: The king fufpe&ting his younger brother Edwin,
of defigning to deprive him of his crown, caufed him, notwithftanding his
protefiations of innecency, to be put on board  leaky fhip, with his ar-
mour-bearer and page. The young prinee, unable to bear the feverity of
the weather and want of food, defperately drowned himfelf. Some time
after, the king’s cup-bearer, who had been the chief caufe of this a& of
cruelty, happened, as he was ferving the king at table, to trip with one
foot, but recovering himfelf with thc other, ¢ See,’ faid he, pleafantly,
¢ how brothers afford each other help;* which firiking the king with ths .
remembrance of what himfelf had done, in taking off Edwin, who might
have helped him in his wars, he caufed that bufinefs 10 be more tho-
roughly examined, and finding his brother had been falfely accufed, caufed
his cup-bearer to be put to & cruel death, endured himfelf feven years tharp
penance, and built the two monafteries of Middleton and Michelnefs, to
atone for this bafe and bloody fa& +.”

Dr. Howel, fpeaking of this ftory, treats it.as if very mdnﬂ'erently
founded, and, on that account, unworthy of credit$. Simeon of Dur-
ham and the Saxon Chronicle fay no more than that Edwin was drowned
by his brother’s command in the year 933 §.  Brompton places itin the
firft, or, at fartheft, in the fecond year of his reign ; and he tells us the
flory of the rotten fhip, and of his punithing the cup-bearer||. Wil-
liam of Malmfbury, who is very circumftantial, fays, he only tells us what
he heard§ ; but Matthew the Flower-gatherer #* fiamps the whole down

# Biog. Brit. vol. i. p. 63. 11t edit.

+ Speed's Chronicle, book vii. chap. 38.

1 Gen.Hift. P. iv. c. 2. f. 10. -

§ Simcon Dunelm. p. 154. Chron. Saxon. p. 111,

§ Chronicon. p. 828.  § De Geft. R.A, lib.ii.  #*Macth. Florileg.
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The adtivity and princely condu& of Edwin qua-
lified him, in every refpe, to prefide over the Ma-
fons, who were employed under him in repairing and

-building many churches and fuperb edifices, which
had been deftroyed by the ravages of the Danes, and
other invaders, not only in the city of York, but at
‘Beverley, and other places.

On the death of Edwin, Athelftane undertook in
perfon the dire&ion of the lodges, and under his
-fan&ion the art of Mafonry was propagated in peace
and fecurity.

‘When Athelftane died, the Mafons difperfed, and
the lodges continued in a very unfettled ftate till the
reign of Edgar in 960, when the Fraternity were
-again colle&ed by St. Dunftan, und¢r whofe aufpices
they were. employed on fome pious ftruCtures, but it

as an indubitable truth.  Yet thefe difcordant dates are not to be ac-
counted for. Ifhe was drowned in the fecond, he could not be alive in
the tenth year of the king; the firft is the more probable date, becaufe
about that time there certainly was a confpiracy againft king Athelftane, in
order to dethrone him, and put out his eyes, yet he did not put the author
of it todeath ; is it likely then, thdt he fhould order his brother to be
thrown into the fea upon bare fufpicion ? But the reader muft remember,
that we cite the fame hiftorians who have told us this ftory, to prove, that
Athgiftane was unanimoufly acknowledged king, his brethren being too
young to govern; one would think, then, that they could not be old
enough to confpire. If we take the fecond date, the whole ftory is de-
ftroyed ; the king could not do feven years penance, for he did not live fo
Tong; and as for the tale of the cup-bearer, and his ftumbling at the
Xing’s table, the fame ftory is told of Earl Godwin, who murdered the bro-
ther of Edward the Confeffor.  Laftly, nothing is clearer from hiftory,
than that Athelftane was remarkably kind to his brothers and fifters, for
whofe fakes he lived fingle, and therefore his brother had lefs tempmtxon

0 confylre sgainft him.

HS
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'does not appear that thcy met with any permanent
tncoungcmcnt. ,

. After Edgar’s death, Mafom-y remzmed in a low
‘condition upwards of - fifty years. In 1041, it re-
-vived under the patronage of Edward the Confeffor,
‘who fuperintended the' execution of feveral -great
works. He rebuilt Weftmin#ter . Abbey, affilted by
Leofrick earl of Coveritry, whom' he. appointed to
fuperintend the Mafons. ‘The ‘Abbey of. Coventry,
‘and many other ftru&ures, were finithed by this ac-
complifhed archite&.

William the Conqueror having acquired the crown
of England in 1066, he appointed Gundulph bithop
‘of Rochefter, and Roger.de Montgomery earl of
Shrewibury, joigt patrons of the Mafons, who at this
time excelled both in civil and military architeCture..
Under their aufpices the Fraternity were employed
in building the Tower of London, which 'was com-
pleted in the reign of William Rufus, who rebuilt
London-bridge with wood, and firft conftructed the
palace and hall of Weftmiinfter in 1087. :

On the acceffion of Henry I the lodges contmned
to aflemble. From this prince, the firt Magna
Charta, or charter of liberties, was obtained by the
Norinans., Stephen fucceeded Henry in 1135, and’
employed the Fraternity in building a chapel at
Weftminfter, now the Houfe of Commons, and fe-
‘veral other works. Thefe were finifhed under the
dire&tion of Gilbert de Clare marquis of Pembroke,
who at this time prefided over the lodges. .

During the reign of Henry II. the Grand Maftes
of the Knights Temphrs fuperintended the Mafons,
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and employed them in building their Temple in
‘Fleet-ftreet, A. D. 1155. Mafonry continued under
‘the patronage of this Order till the year 1199, when
John fucceeded his brother Richard in the crown
of England. Peter de Colechurch was then ap-
pointed Grand Mafter. He began to rebuild Lon-
don-bridge with ftone, which was afterwards finithed
by William Alcraain in 1209. Peter de Rupibus
fucceeded Peter de Colechurch in the office of Grand
Mafter, and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, chief furveyor of
the king’s works, a&ted as his deputy. Under the
aufpices of thefe two artifts, Mafonry flourithed in
England durmg the remainder of this and the fol-
lowing reign.

S E CT. I

Hiftory of Mafonry in England during the Rezgm of
Henyy111.  Edward1. Edward II. Edward 111.
Richard 11. Henry IV, HmryV and Henry VI.

ON the acceflion of Edward I. AD. 1272, thc
care of the Mafons was entrufted to Walter Giffard,
archbifhop of York ; Gilbert-de Clare, earl of Glou-
cefter; and Ralph, lord of Mount Hermer, the pro-
genitor of the family of the Montagues. Thefe ar-
chitects fuperintended the finithing of Weftminiter
Abbey, which had been begun in 1220, during thc
rainority of Henry III.

The collegiate chapel of Wc&mmfter, in honour
of St. Stephen, was begun to be rebuilt by king Ed-
ward; at which the Mafons were employed more

H 6
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than two years. Inthe Exchequer rolls is preferved
-a curious account of the expences incurred on that
occafion. It appears that the daily pay of the car-
pentcrs was §d.; that of the other workmen, 31d.,
- .3d., and 24d. Although the weekly expences were
but trifling, the amount of the whole was confider-
able. That the building of this chapel was com-
‘pleted we are not informed, but we learn from
Stowe that a great fire broke out in the leffer hall of
the royal palace at Weftminfter, which communi-
‘cated to the adjoining monaftery, and confumed the
whole. It does not ‘appear that the building was
reftored during this reign, as the wars in Scotland,
in which the king was engaged, neither allowed him
leifure to renew his labours, nor had he fuﬂiuent
wealth to carry on fuch a work.

In the reign of Edward II. the Fraternity were

employed in building Exeter and Oriel colleges, Ox-
ford; Clare-hall, Cambridge; and many other
ftruCtures ; * under the aufpices of Walter Staple-
ton, hifhop of Exeter, who had been appointed
Grand Mafter in 1307.

Mafonry flourithed in England during the reign of
‘Edward III. who became the patron of {cience, and
the encourager of learning. He applied with inde-
fatigable affiduity to the conftitutions of the Order ;
tevifed and meliorated the ancient charges, and added
feveral ufeful regulations to the original code of
laws *. He patrouized the lodges, and ‘appointed

ord of the Society runs thus :
glonous reign of King Edward III. when lodges were more
¢ frequent, the Right Worfhipful the Mafter and Fellows, with confem
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five deputies under him to infpe& the proceedings
of the Fraternity 3 viz. 1. John de Spoulee, who
‘rebuilt St. George’s chapel at Windfor, where the
order of the garter was firft inftituted, A.D. 13503
2. William a Wykeham, afterwards bithop of Win-
chefter, who rebuilt the caftle of Windfor, at the
head of 400" Free-mafons A.D. 13573 3. Robert

© of the lords of therealm, (for moft great men were they Mafons,) or-
¢ dained,

¢ That for the future, at the making or admiffion of a brother, the con-
flitution and the ancient charges fhould be read by the Mafter or Warden.

¢ ‘That fuch as were to be admitted Matter-Mafons, or mafters of work;
¢ thould bé examined whether they be able of cunning to ferve their re-
¢ fpe@ive lords, as well the loweft as the higheft, to the honour and wor-
* fhip of the aforefaid Art, and to the profit of their lords; for they be
¢ their lords that employ and pay them for their fervice and travel.”

The following particulars are alfo contained in a very old MS. of which a
copy is faid to have been in the poffeffion of the late George Y'ayne, Efq.
.Grand Mafierin 1718.

¢ That #hen the Mafter and Wardens meet in a lodge, if need be, the
< fheriff of the county, or the mayor of the city, or alderman of the town,
¢ in which the congregation is held, fhould be made fellow-and fociate to
¢ the Mafter, in help of him againft rebels, and for uphearing the rights of
¢ the realm.

¢ That entered prentices, at their making, were charged not to be
¢ thieves er thieves muaintainers ; that they fhould travel houeftly for their
¢ pay, and love their fellows as themfelves, and be wrue to the king of Eng-
¢land, and to the realm, and to the lodge.

¢ That, at fuch congregations, it fhall be inquired, whether any mafter
¢ or fellow has brokeany of the articles agreed to ; and if the offender,
< being duly cited to sppear, prove rebel, and will not attend, then the
¢ lodge fhall determine againft him, that he fhall forfwear (or 1enounce) his
¢ Mafonry, and fhall no more ufe this craft; the which if he prefume for
¢ to do, the fheriff of the county fhall prifon him, and take al} his goods intg"
¢ the king’s hands, till his zrace be granted him and iffued: * Fot this caufe
¢ principaily have thefe congregations been ordained, that as well the-i6weft
¢ as the higheft fhould be well and truly ferved in this Art aforefaid,
¢ throughout all the kingdom of England.  Amen, fo mote it be I’
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a Barnham, who finifhed St. George’s-hall at the
head of 250 Free-mafons, with other works in the
caftle, A.D. 1375 ; 4. Henry Yeuele, (called in the
old records the King’s Free-mafon,) who built the
Charter-houfe in London ; King’s-hall, Cambridge ;
Queenfborough-caftle; and rebuilt St. Stephen’s
chapel *, Weftminfter; and §. Simon Langham,
abbot of Weftminfter, who rebuilt the body of that
cathedral as it now ftands. At this period, lodges

® On the 27th of May 1330, in the 4th year of Edward III. the works
of this chapel were re-commenced. From a charter preferved in the
Tower of London, it is evident that this chapel was not finifhed for feveral
years. In this charter the motives which induced king Edward to rebuild-
and endow it, are expreflfed with peculiar elegance and neatuefs. On the

1t of January 1353, he granted to the Dean and Cauons of this collegiate
chapel, a fpot of ground extending to the¢ Thames, whereon to build
cloifters; he alfo made a grant of fome houfes in the neighbourhood, and
vefted feveral manors for the endowment of the college in John Duke of
Lancafter as truftee. The college of St. Stephen was valued at its fup-
preffion at 10851. 10s.-5d.; and was furrendered in the firfl year of Ed-
ward VI. The chapel was afterwards fitted up for the meeting of the
Houfe of Commons, to whofe ufe it has ever fince been appropriated.

The following account of the plan and or ts of this chapel, which,
in confequence of fome projected alterations in the Houfe of Commons,
have lately, after a lapfe of ages, been unveiled, may be confidered as cu-
rious and interefting, as there is no contemplation that imparts a higher
degree of fatisfattion, than that which prefents to tlie mind images of an-
cient and departed fplendcur.

The eaftern part of this chapel ferves for the Houfe of Commons, end
the weftern is oceupied by the lobby, and adjoining roems and offices.
Tn the latter, there are no traces of any enrichments ; butin the former,
are the remains of the altar, flone-feats, and other rich works. The ele-
-vation of the weftern front, or entrance to the chapel, prefents thefe obfer-
vations.  From the ground line in the centre rife two arches, fupporting
the open fcreen. On the right of the fcreen is the entrance into the porch
adjoining, which is the wall of the Court of Requefts. On the left is 2

fpace, correfpondjng ouce, it may be prefumed, with the - perfe® fide of
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were numerous, and the communications of the Fra-
ternity were. held under the prote&rou of the civil
magiftrate, . . :

the fcreen, extending to the fouth wall of the hall. Above the fereen,
fome remmins of the centre huilding is ftill vifible. On the fouth front,
the centre window is complete; five others are filled up with the brick-
'worle between the windows which at prefent light the Houfe of Commons.
“Fhe buttrefles are entire, as well as the tracing in the fpandrels of the
‘arches. On the eaft front, from the ground line, were three windows of
-the chancel, the eaft window of which is now filled ap. The buttreffes
‘are eutire, as well as the oftangular towers. On the right is part of an
ancient wall; which now belongs to the fpeaker’s houfe. On the eaft end
~were three windows from the ground of the chancel ; over the groins are
-part of the remsins of the altar, and on each fide ftone feats, and clufters
-of columns, the capitals of which rife to the prefent ceiling of the Houfe
of Commons. The whole is of the richeft workmanthip. On the fouth
fide, from the ground line in the centre, is a perfe& window, painted.with
the arms of Weftminfter. On the left of the chancel are clufters of co-
Jumns ; on the right fide of the left clufters is the eaftern window, and
without is the profile of the buttrefles. At the eaft end of the column
is an open part ; to the right is the chancel, and the bafes are two feet be-
low the pavement, which fhews that there muft have been a great afcent
10 the chancel. The whole of the undercroft is perfe®, excepting the
bafes of the outer columns, and forms a fine foperfiruure of gigantic
fupport to the light and delicate parts above. In the infide you behold '
the eaft window, the altar, and the ftone-feats, which are broken through.
‘The clufters of columns, the impofis of the windows, the arches, their
fpandrels, the entabl 5 the beautiful proportion of the windows, and
the enrichments of the whole, crowd on the fight, and fill the mind with
wonder and admiration. At the upper end of the chapel near the altar;
on the fouth fide, there are evidently the remains of a black marble monu-
ment, buat to whofe memory it was erefted, we are left to conjecture.
Orer the monument are three angels, flanding upright, with their wings
half-expanded, and covered with golden eyes, fuch as are on the peacock’s
wil. Thefe paintings, which muft heve been done in the reign of Ed-
ward I11. are, for that penod, when the art of pummg was in its infaney,
derfully well d; the colouring has prcferved a confiderable por-
tion of its original frefhnefs. The expreffion and attitude of the angels
are fingularly interefling. You may fuppofe the body of the deccafed
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Richard II. fué‘ceeded his grandfather Edward II1.
in 1377, and William a Wykeham was. continued
Grand Mafter. He rebuilt Weftminfter-hall as it

firetched before them ; the three angels are holding palls or mantles be-
fore them, which they are preparing to throw over the body, and at the
fame time the one in the middle feems to fay, ¢ Behold all that remains
¢¢ on earth of him who was once fo mighty 1"’ while the countenances of the
two others are expreffive of regret and commiferation. The firgtched-out
pall in the hands of the central angel is powdered over with the irradiated
gold circles, in the middle of which are fpread eagles, with two heads.
This affords room for a fuppofition whofe .the tomb was: the armorial
bearings of Peter of Savoy, uncle to queen Eleanor, the wife of Henry I1I.
who beautified the chapel, confifted of an eagle with two heads; but his
fhield difplayed ¢ Or, an eagle with two heads, fable.”” Neow asthe eyes
of the peacock’s tail are painted in.geld, fo different from the natural co-
louring, it.is not improbable that for the fake of adding elegance to the
pall, the painter preferred reprefenting the eagle’s head in gold rather
than in fable; it may therefore be the tomb of St. Peter of Savoy we are
deferibing.

On the left fide of the altar is a painting of the adoration of the thep-
herds; though the groupe is not difpofed in the moft accurate fiyle of
defign, yet there is fomething in it that highly interefis the imagination §
the Virgin on one fide is defcribed holding the new-born infant, while
Jofeph is excending the {waddling clothes. The cattle behind are not ilt
exprefied ; and the devotion of the fhepherds with their flocks, is very
appropriately delineated ; the fhepherd’s boy blowing the double flutes to
his daucing dog, and the fighting rams, feem but .l to accord with the
fubjet ; but as the painter has placed them without the ftable, - perhaps
the inconfifiency may be overlooked. There arc feveral paintings on the
right fide of the altar : thcy appear to be figures of different kings and
queens, tolerably well drawn and in good proportion, and ftrongly mark
the durability of the colouring of that day. On the north fide of the
chapel there are paintings of nen in armour; beneath twe of them are
the names of Mercure ar.d Euftace. In fhort, the whole of the architee~
ture and enrichments, colours and gilding, are extremely trefh and well:
preferved.  Itis remarkt‘)le, that the colours are decorated with a fort of
patera, and feveral of the mouldings are filled up with ornaments fo mi-
nute, that thofe of the fpandrels and ground cntaLhtm'e could hardly have
been perceived from the chapel.
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now {tands; and employed the Fraternity in build-
ing Ncw-College, Oxford, and Wmcheﬂer-College,
both of which he founded at his own expence.
Henry, duke of Lancafter, taking advantage of
Richard’s abfence in Ireland, got the parliament to
depofe him, and next year caufed him to be mur-
dered. Having fupplanted his coufin, he mounted
the throne by the name of Henry IV. and appointed
Thomas Fitz-Allen, earl of Surrey, Grand Mafter.
After the famous vi¢tory of Shrewfbury, he founded
Battle-abbey and Fotheringay ; and in this reign
the Guildhall of London was built. The king died °
in' 1413, and Henry V. fucceeded to the crown;
when Henry Chicheley, archbifhop of Canterbury,
obtained the dire&tion of the Fraternity, under whofe
aufpices lodges and communications were frequent.

* The blockinge and frisze of the entablature over the windows of the
chapel contain fome of them leaves and flowers, others perfeét matks,
and others fhields, with the arms of Edward the Confeflor, Genenlle, .
Mandeville, and Bruyere — the arms of Cafiile and Leon, and ancient
France — the arms of the kingdom of the Weft Saxons — vine leaves
and grapes, {upported by a figure iffuing out of a.cloud —and fhields
with the arms of Strubolgi, earls of Athol in Scotand, and barons of
Chilham in Kent, together with the fhields of feveral other kmgs and
barons.

.The artift was doubtlefs defirous that the whole work fhould have ‘the
{ame aitention, and that one uniform blaze of magnificcnce and fplendotr
fhould fhine around, making this chapel the ne plus witra of the arts,
worthy the faint whofe name it hears, and of its founder Edward III. the
great pattern of ancient architeture.

Several curious fragments of the paintings lately dnfcovered on the
walls of this chapel have been prefented to the Society of Antiquarians,
of whieh Lody a committee was appointed to fuprrinténd the execution_
of drawings of all curious remains that have been brought to light by the
late alterations in this celebrated old building.
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Henry V1. a minor, fucceeding to the throne in
1422, the parliament endeavoured to difturb the
Mafons, by paffing. the following a& to proh:bxt
thelr chapters and conventions :

3ch VI cap. 1. A.D 1425.

M&sons JShall not confederate’ in Chapters or Con-
gregations.

¢ WHEREAS, by the yearly congregations and con-
¢ federacies made by the Mafons in their general af-
¢ femblies, the good courfe and effect of the ftatutes
¢ of labourers be openly violated and broken, in fub-
¢ vetfion of the law, and to the great damage of all
<.the.commons; our fovereign Lord the King; willing
¢ in this cafe to provide a remedy, by the advice and
¢ confent aforefaid, and at the fpecial requeft of the

¢ commons, hath ordained and eftablifhed that fuch -

¢ chapters and congrcgatxons “fhall not be hereafter
¢ holden ; and if any fuch be made, they that caufe
¢ fuch chapters and congregations to be affembled and
¢ holden, if they thereof be convi, fhall be judged for
¢ felons : and that the other Mafons, that come to
¢ fuch chapters or congregations, be punifhed by im-
¢ prifonment of their bodies, and make fine and ran-
¢ fome at the king’s will *’

- ® Judge Coke gives the following‘opinion on this ftatute :

. ¢ All the flatutes concerning labourers beforc this ad, and -

¢ whereunto this a& doth refer, are repealed by the flatute of
¢ 5 Eliz. cap. 4. alout A.D, 1562, whereby the caufe and end of making

— — -
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"This, 3€ 'was never pat-in force, nor the Fraternity
deterred from affembliug, as ufual, under archbifhop
Chicheley; who &ill continued to pitfide aver them *.
Notwithftanding this rigorons. edid,  the ¢ffat of
prejudice and malevolence in an arbitrary fet of men;
lodges were formed in different parts of the king-
dom, and tranquillity.and fehcxty tclgncd ameong the
Fraermty :

¢ this a& is taken away, and confeqnendy the aét is become of no force 3
¢ fqr cefflante ratione legis, ceffut ipfa lex : and the indi@ment of felony
¢ wpon this flatute muft contain, That thofe chapters and congregations
¢ are tothe violating and bresking of the good courfe and effe& of the
¢ flatutes of ‘labourers; which new cannot be fo alleged, becaufe thefe
¢ Ratutes be repealed. Therefore this would be put out of the charge of
¢ juftices of the pesce.’ Instrrurss; Part HI. fol. 19,

Itds plun, from the above opinion, that this &2, though never ex-
prefily repealed, can have no force at prefent. The Mafons may reft
very quiet, continue to hold their affemblies, and propegute their tenet,
a8 long 8s a conformity to their profefied principles entitles them to the
fandion of government. Mafonry is 100 well known in this country to
aife any fufpicion in the legiflature. The greateft perfonages have
prefided over the Society, and under their aufpicious government, at
different times, an acquifition of patrons, both great and noble, has been
made. It would therefore be abfurd to imagine, that any legal attempt
will ever be made to difturk the peace and harmony of a Society fo tmly
refpeQable, and fo highly honoured.

# The Latin Regifter of William Molart, prior of (anterbury, in
manufeript, pag. 88. intitled, ¢ leemno generalis Domini Gulielmi
¢ Prioris Ecclefie Chrifti Cantuarienfis, erga Feftum Natalis Domini
¢ 1429,’ informs us, that; in the year 14‘29, during the minority of this
prince, a. refpeGtable lodge was held at Canterbury, under the patronage
of Henry Chicheley, the archbifhop ; at which were prefent Thomas
Stapylton, the Mafter; John Morris, cuftos de la lodge lathomorum, or
warden of the lodge of Mafons; with fiftéen fellow-crafts, and three
_entered apprentices,.all of whom are particularly pamed, = = _
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As the attempt of parliament to fupprefs the
-lodges and communications of Mafons renders the
tranfaltions of this period worthy attention, it may

" not be improper to ftate the circumftances which are
{uppofed to have given rifeto this harfh edict.

The duke of Bedford, at that time regent of the
kingdom, being in France, the regal power was vefted
in his brother Humphrey, duke of Gloucefter *, who

" was ftyled prote@or and guardian of the kingdom.
The care of the young king’s perfon and education
was entrufted to Henry Beaufort, bifhop of Wins
chefter, the duke’s uncle. The bithop was a prelate
of great capacity and experience, but of an intriguing

‘and dangerous charaGer. As he afpired to the fole
government of affairs, he had continual difputes with
his nephew the protetor, and gained frequent ad-
.vantages over the vechement and impolitic temper of
that prince. Invefted with power, he foon began to
fhew his pride and haughtinefs, and wanted not fol-
lowers and agents to augment his influence +.

* This prince is faid to have received a mote learned education than
was ufual in his age, to have founded one of the firft public libraries in
England, and to have been a great patron of learned men. If the records
of the Society may be relied on, we have reafon to believe, that he was
particularly attached to the Mafons, havmg been admitted into their
Order, and aflifted at the initiation of king Henry in 1442.

+ In a parliament held at Weftminfier, on the 17th of November
1423, to anfwer a particular end, it was ordained, ¢ That if any perfon
¢ committed for grand or petty treafon, fhould wilfully break eut of pri-
¢ fon, and efcape from the fame, it fhould be deemed petty treafon, and

4 his goods be forfeited 1.’ -About this time, one William King, of

1 Wolfe’s Chronicle, publifhed by Stowe,
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The animofity between the uncle and nephew
daily increafed, and the authority of parliament was
obliged to interpofe. On the laft day of April 1425,
the parliament met at Weftminfter. The fervants
and followers of the peers coming thither, armed with
clubs and ftaves, occafioned its being named THE
BATT PARLIAMENT. Several laws were made, and,
among the reft, the a&t for aboh{hmg the Society of
Mafons * ; at leaft, for preventing their affemblies

Womolton, in Yorkfhire, fervant of fir Robert Scott, lieutemnt of the
Tower, pretended that he had been offered by fir John Mortimer (coufin
to the lately deceafed Edward Mortimer, earl of March, the neareft in
blood to the Englifh crown, and then a prifoner in the Tower), ten pounds
to buy him clothes, with forty pounds a-year, and to be made an earl, if
he would affit Mortimer in making his efcape ; that Mortimer faid, he
would raife 40,000 men on his enlargement, and would firike off the
heads of the rich bithop of Winchefter, the duke of Gloucefter and
others. This fellow undeitook to prove upon ocath the truth of his
affertion. A fhort time after, a {cheme was formed to cut off Mortimer,
and an opportunity foon offered to carry it into execution. Mortimer being
permitted one day to walk to the Tower wharf, was fuddenly purfued,
feized, brought back, acculed of breaking out of prifon, and of attempting
his efcape. He was tried, and the evidence of King being admitted, was
conviéted, agreeably to the late flatute, and afterwards beheaded.

. The death of Mortimer occafioned great murmuring and difcontent:
among the people, and threatened a fpeedy fubverfion of thofe in power, -
Many hints were thrown out, boch in public and private affemblies, of
the fatal confequences which were expeted to.fucceed this commotion..
The ahazing progrefs. it made juftly alarmed the fufpicions of the am-
bitious prelate, who fpared no pains to exert his power on the pccafion,

* Dr. Anderfon, in the firft edition of the Book of Conftitutions, in a
note, makes the following obfervation on thisaét : . )

¢ This a& was made in ignorant times, when true learning was a
¢ crime, and geometry cendemned for conjuration 3 but it cannot dero-
¢ gate from. the honour of the ancient Fraternity, who, to be fure, would
¢ pever encourage any fuch confederacy of their working brethren, By
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and congregations. Their meetings being fecret,
attratted the attention of the afpiring prclate, who
determined to fupprefs them *, —

¢ tradition, it is believed, that the parliament were then too much in-
¢ fluenced by the illiterate clergy, who were not accepted Mafons, nor
¢ undetftood architeture (as the clergy of fome former ages), and were
¢ generally thought unworthy of this brotherhsod. Thinking they kad
¢ an indefeafible right to know all fecrets, by virtue of auricular con-
"¢ feflion, and the Mafons never confeffing any thing thereof, the faid
¢ clergy were highly offended, and at firft fufpeQing them of wickednefs,
¢ reprefented them as dangerous to the ftate during that minority, and
¢ foon influenced the parfiament to lay hold of fuch fuppofed arguments
¢ of the working Mafons, for making an a& that might feem to reflect
« difhonour upon even the whole fraternity, in whofe favour feveral a&s
¢ had been before and after that period made.’

- * The bifhop was diverted from his perfecution of the Mafons, by
an affair in which he was more pearly concerned. On the moming of
St. Simon and Jude's day, after the lord mayor of London had returned
o the ciry from Weftminfter, -where he had been taking ‘the ufual
charges of his high office, he received a fpecial meffage, while feated:
at dioner, from the duke of Gloutefiér, requiring his immediate attend-
ance. He immediately repaired to the palace, and being introduced
into the prefence, the duke commanded his lordfhip to fee that the
city was properly watched the following night, as he expefted his:
uncle would endeavour to make himfelf mafter of it by force, unlefs’
fome effeftual means were adopted to ftop his progrefs. This com-
mand was friGtly obeyed ; and, at hine o’clock the next moming, the
bithop of Winchefter, with his fervants and followers, attempting to
enter the city by the bridge, were prevented by the vigilance of the’
citizens, who repelled them by force. This unexpe&ed repulfe enraged
the haughty prelate, who immediately collefted a numerous body of

archers, and other men at arms, and commanded them to affault the -

mate with' fhot. ' The ¢itizens dire@ly fhut up their fhops, and
crowded to the bridge in great numbers, when a general maffacre’
would certainly have enfued, had it not been for the timely inter-
pofition and prudent adminiftration of the mayor and aldermen, who'

heppily flopt all violent fures, and pre d a great effufion of
M. . E e . .
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.. The fovereign authority being vefted in the duke
of Gleucefter, as proteQor of the realm, thc exe-

'l'he uchbnﬂ:op of (anterbury, and Peter, duke of Conmbn, eldeft fon
of the king of Portugal, with feveral others, endeavoured to appeafe the
fury of the two contending parties, and, if poffible, to bring sbout a
reconciliation between them ; but to no purpofe, as neither party would
yield. They rede eight or ten times backward and forward, ufing every
fcheme they could devife to prevent further extremities; at laft they
fucceeded in their mediation, and brought the parties to a conformity ;
when it was agreed, that all hoftile proceedings fhould drop on both fides,
and the matter be referred to the award of the duke of Bedford ; on which
peace was reftored, and the city remained in quiet.

The bithop loft no time in tranfmitting his cafe to the duke of Bedford ;
and in order to glofs it over with the beft colours, he wrote the following
letter :
~ ¢ Ricnr high and mighty prince, and my right noble; and after one
¢ leiueft [earthly] lord; I recommend me unto your grace with all my
¢ heart. And s you defire the welfare of the king our fovereign lord,
¢ and of his realms of England and France, your own weal [health] with
¢ all yours, hafte you hither : For by my troth, if you tarry long, we fhall
¢ put this land in jeopardy [adventure] with a field, fuch a brother you
¢ have here ; God make him a good man. For your wifdom well knoweth
¢ that the profit of France ftandeth in the welfare of England, &c. The
¢ blefled Trinity keep you. Written in. great hafte at London, on All-
¢ hallowen-even, the 31t of Oétober, 1425,

¢ By your fervant, to my lives end,
¢ HENRY, WiNchESTER.

This letter had the defired effe&t, and haftened the return. of the duke
of Bedford to London, where he arrived on the 10th of January 1425+6.
On the 21ft of February he held a great council at St. Albans, adjourned
it 10 the 15th of March at Northampton, and to the 25th of June at
Leicefter. Batts and ftaves being now prohibited, the followers of the
members of parliament attended with ftones in a fling, and plunmmets of
lead. The duke of Bedford employed the authority of parliament to
reconcile the differences which had broke out between his brother and
the bithop of Winchefter ; and obliged thefe rivals to promife, before that
affembly, that they would bury all quarrels in oblivion. Thus the long
wifbed-for peace hetween thefe two great perfonages was, o all appear-
ances, acconwhfhed
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cution of the laws, and all that related to the civil
magiftrate, centered in him: a fortunate circum-
ftance for the Mafons at this critical junéture. 'The
duke, knowing them to be innocent of the accufa-
tions which the bifhop of Winchefter had laid
againft them, took them under his proteétion, and
transferred the charge of rebellion, fedition, and
trealon, from them, to the bifhop and his fol-
lowers; who, he afferted, were the firft violators of

During the difcuffion ‘of this matter hefore parliament, the duke of
Gloucefter exhibited the following charge, among five others, againft the
bifhop of Winchefter : ¢ That he had, in his letter to the duke of Bedford
¢at France, plainly declared his malicious purpofe of affembling the

pcople, and ftirring up a rebellion in the nation, contrary to the king’s
¢ peace.’

The bithop’s anfwer to o ihis accufation was, ¢ That he never had any
. ¢ intention to difturb the flate of the nation, or raife a rebellion; but
¢ that he feut to the duke of Bedford, to folicit his fpeedy return to Eng-
¢ land, to fettle all thofe differences which were fo prejudicial to the peace
¢ of the kingdom : That though he had indeed written in the letter, That
€ if he tarried, we fhould put the land in adventure by a field, fuch a
¢ Lrother you have here ; he did not mean it of any defign of his own, but
4 concerning the feditious affemblies of Mafons, carpenters, tylers, and

¢ plaifterers ; who, being diftafted by the late a& of parliament againft
¢ the exceffive wages of thofe trades, had given out many feditious
¢ fpeeches and meuaces againfl certain great men, which tended much to
¢ rebellion * : That the duke of Gloucefter did not ufe his endeavour, as
¢ he oughl to have dene in his place, to fupprefs fuch unlawful affemblies ;
¢ fo that he feared the king, and his good fubjels, muft have made a
¢ ficld to withftand them; to prevent which he chielly defired lhe duke

¢ of Bedford to come over.’

As the Mafons are unjuftly fufpe@ed of having given rife'to the above
civil commotions, I thought it neceffary to infert the foregoing particulars,
in order to clear them from this falfe charge. Moft of the circumftances
here mentioned, are extradted from Wolfe's Chronicle, publifhed by Stowe.

# The sbove particulars are extrafled from one of Eliss Afhmole’s
MSS. on the fubject of Free-mafonry.
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the public peace, and the moft ngorous proinotens
of civil difcord.

The bifhop, fenfible that his conduét could not be
juftified by the laws of the land, prevailed on the
king, through the interceflion of the parliament,
whofe favour his riches had obtained, to grant letters
of pardon for all offences committed by him, con-
trary to the ftatute of provifors, and other a&sof -
premunire ; and five years afterwards procured an-
other pardon, under the great feal, for all crimes
whatever, from the creation of the world to thc 26th
of July 1437.

- Notwithftanding thefe precautions of thbcardmal,
. the duke of Gloucefter drew up, in 1442, freth

articles of impeachment againft him, dand prefented
them in perfon to' the king; earnefly .intreating
that judgment might be pafled upon him, aecording
to his crimes. The king referred the matter to his
-council, which was at that time compo{ed principally
of ecclefiaftics, who extended their favour to the
~ cardinal, and made fuch flow progrefs in the bufinefs,
that the duke, wearied out with their tedious delays
and fraudulent evafions, dropped the profecution, -
and the cardinal efcaped.
Nothing could now remove the inveteracy of the
cardinal againft the duke; he refolved to deflroy a
" man whofe popularity might become dangerous, and
whofe refentment he had reafon to dread. The duke
. having always proved a ftrenuous. friend to the pub-
lic, and, by the authority of his birth and ftation,
having hitherto prevented abfolute power from being
vefted in the king’s perfon, Winchefter was cnabled
I
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to gain nrany partifans, who were eafily brought to
concur in the ruin of the prince *.

To 'secomplith this purpofe, the biftiop and his
party doricerted a plan to murder the duke. A par-
liamerit was famforied to meet at St. Edmohdfbury
in ¥447, where they ‘expected he would be entirely

, #t their mercy. Having appeated on the fecond day
“of thie feffions, e was accufed of treafon, and thrown
ifito prifon; Where he was found, the flext day,
cruetly rhurdered. Tt was pretended that his death
was mtural ; but though his body, which was ex-
pofed to public view, bore no marks ‘of Gutward
injary, dhere was little doubt of hit having fallen a
Tacrifice td the vengeance of his enemies. After .
‘this dreadful eataftrophe, five of his fervants were
‘tried for alding him in his treaforis, ahd condemned
0 be ‘hanged, drawin, and quartered. They were
‘hanged sccordingly; cut down alive, firipped mmaked,

A The bithop planned the following fcheme at this time to irritate the

duke of Gloucefter: His duchefs, the daughter of Reginald lord
Cbbhid, had been accufed of the chime of witcheraft, "and it was pre-.
erided thiat'a waxen figute of thie king was fourtd in ber poflefficn ; which
Jhe, and ler affociates, fir Roger Bolingbroke, a prieft, and ‘one Margery
‘Jordan of Eye, melted, in a magical manner, before a flow fire, with an
intention of making Henry's force ‘ahd vigour walte diway by like in-
fenfible degrees. The accifation was well cillculated to wffeét the weak
amd credulous mind of the king, and ghin belief in an ignoraiit age. The
duchefs was brought to trial, with her confedentes, and the prifoners
were pronounced guilty : the duchefs was condemhed to do public pe-
vahce in London for thrée days, and ‘to fuffer pérpetanl imprifonment ;
e Gthers were éxecuted.
_ The prote&tor, provoked at fuch repeated irifults ' offered to his
ducbefs, made a noble and fout rcﬁﬁance to thefe moft lbonn-
Qable and fhameful proceedings, but it unformmtely ended ‘in his
Y¥wh -deftruition.

1
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and _marked with a knife to be ‘quartered ; when
.the marquis of Suffolk, through a mean and pitiful
affeQation of .popularity, produced ¢heir pardon,
and faved their lives; ithe moft barbavous king of
mercy that can poffibly be imagined! - .
The duke of Glouccfter’s death was univerfally
lamented throughout the kingdom. ‘He had long
obtained, and deferved the furname of coon. He
was 2 lover of his country, the friend of merit, the
Pptoteor of -Mafons, the patron of the learned, and
the encourager of every ufeful art. Hie inveterate
perfecutor, the hypocritical bifhop, ftung with re-
morfe, fcarcely furvived him two months ; when,
after a long life fpent in falfehood and potitics, he
funk into oblivion, and ended his days in mifery *
After the death of the cardinal, the Mafons
continued to hold their lodges without danger of

* The wickednefs of the cardinal’s lifc, and his mean, bafe, And wn-
Tnanty death,” will ever be a bar againft any vindication of his memory,
for the good which Ye did while alive, or which ‘the inoney he had
amalled could do after his death. When in his laft moments, he was
heard to utter thefe mean expreffions : ¢ Why fhould 1 die, who am
¢ poflefied of fo much wealth ? If the whole kingdom could fave my Iife,
¢ 1 am able by my policy to preferve it, or by my money to putchafe it.
¢ Will nét death be hribed, ard money do every thing ?* The inimitable
Shakefpear, after giving a moft horrible picture of defpair, and 2 tor-
turéd corfcienice, in the perfon of the cardinal, mtroduces kiug Henry

-t0 him with théfe tharp and pietcing words :

¢ Lord Cardinal, if thou think’ft on heaven's blifs, ) )
¢ Lift up thy harid, make fignal of that hope.’ e

s He dies, and makes ro fign. o
- Hen. VL. 44. 3.

¢ The memopy of tha wicked fhall rot, but the uwjuitly pesiccuted thall
“ be had in everlafling remembrance.’
' 12
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interruption. Henry eftablifhed various feats of
‘learning, which he enriched with ample endowments,
and diftinguithed by peculiar immunities; thus in-
viting his fubjes to rife above ignorance and bar-
barifm, and reform their: turhfxlent and licentious
manners. In 1442, he was initiated into Mafonry,
-and, from .that time, fpared no’ pains. to obtain a
-complete knowledge of thé Art. He perufed the
ancient charges, revifed the conftitutions, and, with
the confent of his connc:l honoured them with his
fanétion *. '

Encouraged by thc example of the foverelgn, and’
allured by an ambition to excel, many lords and
gentlemen of the court were initiated into Mafonry,
and purfued the Art with diligence and afiduity .

* A record in the reign of Edward IV. runs thus: ¢ The company of
¢ Mafons, being otherwife termed Free-mafons, of auntient ftaunding and
¢ good reckoninge, by meaus of affable and kind meetyngs dyverfe ymes,
¢ and as a lovinge brotherhode ufe to doe, did frequent this mutual
¢ affembly in the tyme of Henry VI. in the twelfth yeare of his moft
¢ gracious reign, A.D. 1434." The fame record fays farther, ¢ That
¢ the charges and laws of the Free-mafons have been feen and perufed by

‘our late foveraign king Henry VI. and by the lords of his maft

¢ honourable council, who have allowed them, and declared, That they
"¢ be right good, and reafonable to be ho'den, as they have been drawn
¢ out and colle@ted from the records of auntient fymes,’ &e. &e.

From this record it appears, that before the troubles which h d
‘in the reign of this unfortunate prince, Free-mafons were held i ln hlgh
eftimation.

+ While thefe mnfaéhom were can'ymg on in England, the Mafons
were ¢ d and prote@ed in Scotland by king James I.  After
his return from captivity, he became the pawron of \he learned, and a
zealous encourager of Mafonry. The Scouith records relate, that he
-honoured the lodges with his royal prefence, that he fettled a yearly

revenue of four pounds Scots (an Englith noble), to be'paid by every

.
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The king, in perfon, prefided over the lodges, and
nominated William Wanefleet, bithop of Winchefter,.
Grand Mafter ; who built, at his own expence, Mag-
dalene college, Oxford, and feveral pious houfes.
Eton college, near Windfor, and King’s college,
Cambridge, were founded in-this reign, and finifhed
under the diretion of Wanefleet. Henry alfo
founded Chrift’s college, Cambridge ; and his queen,
Margaret of Anjou, Queen’s college, in the fame
univerfity. In fhort, during the life of this prince,
the arts flourithed, and many fagacious ftatefmen,
confummate orators, and admired writers, were’
fupported by royal munificence. .

SECT. Iv.

Hxﬁwy qf Mafmry, in the South of England, from
1471 fo 1567

- MasoNRY continued to flourifh in England till the
peace of the kingdom was interrupted by the civil
wars between the two royal houfes of York and
Lancafter; during which it fell into an almoft total
negle&, that continued till 1471, when it again re-
vived under the aufpices of Richard Beauchamp,

Mafer-inafon in Stotland, to a Graud Mafler, chofen by the Grand
Lodge, and approved by the crown, one nobly born, or an emiment
clergymsn, who had his deputies in cities and counties, and every new
brother, at entrance, paid himalfo a fee. - His office empowered him to
regulate in the Fraternity .what fhould not come’ under the cognizance
of law-courts,. To hm appealed both Mafon and. lord, or the builder
and founder ;. when at variance, in order to prevent law-pleas and in
his abfence, tﬁey appealed to his Deputy or Grand Wardeu, that reﬁded
next to the Pmmlfﬂ e

3
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bifhop of Sarum ;. wha had been appointed Granth
Matter by Edward IV. and honoured with the title
of Chancellor of the Garter, for frcpai;ing the caftle
and chapel of Windfar.

. During the fhort reigns of  Edward V. and Ru
chasd 1L Mafenry was on the decline'; but on the
acceflion of. Henry VIL A.D. 1485, it rofe again
into efteem, wnder the pattonage of the Mafter and
Fellows of the erder of St. John at Rhodes (naw
Malta), who .affembled theiv grand lodge m. 1500,
and chofe Henry their proteQlor. Under the aufpices.
of this prince, the Pratcenity once.more revived
their affemblies, and Mafonry refumed its; priftioe
fplendor. :

On the 24th of June 1502, a lodge of Mafter
Mafons was formed in the palace, at which the king
prefided in perfon 23 Grand Maftery who, baving
appointed John Iflip, abbet of Weftmintfter, and Sir
Reginald Bray, knight of the garter, his wardens for
the occafion, proceeded, in ample form, to the eaf};
end of Weftminfter Abbey, where he laid the founda-
tion-ftone of that rich mafter-piece of Gothic archie
te€ture, known hy the pame of Henry the Seventh’s
Chapel. This chapel s fupported by faurteen Got}uc
buttrefles, all beautnfu]ly ornamented, and pro]e&mg
from the buildings in different angles ; it is en-
lightened by a double range of windows, which
throw the light into fuch a happy difpofition, as at
ounce to pleafe the cye, and afford a kind of folemn
gl‘dom. ‘Thefe buttrefles extend to the roof, and are
made to ftrengthen it, by being crowned with Gothic
arches. The entrance is from the eaft end of the
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abbey, by a flight of black marble fteps, undera
nable arch, leading to the body of the chapel. . The
gates are of brafs. The falis on each fide are of
ozk, as are 3lo the feats, and the pavement is black
apd white marble. The capeftone of this building
was celebrated in 1507.

Vnder the diretion of Sir Reginald Bray, the
’ pal;cg of Richmond was alfo built, and many other
flately works. Brazen-nofe college, Oxfard, and
Tetus and St. John's colleges, Cambndgc, were hke-
wife finifhed in this reign.

Henry ¥HI. fucceeded his father in 1509, and;
appointed Cardinal Wolley Grand ‘Mafter. This™
prelate  built Hampton-court, Whitehall, Chrift-
church college, Qxford, and feveral othex nqblg edi-
fices; all of which, upon his difgrace, were forfeited
to the crown; A.D, 1530. Thomas Cromwell, earl
of Efiex, fucceeded the cardinal im the affice of
Grand Maftgr; and employed the Fraternity in
building St. James’s palace, Chrift’s hofpital, and
Greenwich ¢aftle. In 1534, the king apd parliament
threw off allegiance to the pope of Romg, and the
king being declared fupreme head of the church, no
lefs than 926 piows houfés were fupprefled ;- many
of which were afterwards canverted ‘into fately
‘manfions for:the nebility and gentry.- Under the:
diretion of John Tauchet lord :Audley, who, on
Cromwelf’s being behgaded in 1540, had fucceeded.
to the office df Grand Mafler, the Fraternity were
employed in building Magdalene college, Cambridge,
and feveral other ftra&tures,

N I 4

’
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: Edward VI. a minor, fucceeded to the throne in
1547,"and his guardian and regent, Edward Sey-
mour, duke of Somerfet, undertook the management
of the Mafons, and built Somerfet-houfe in the
Strand 3 which, on his being beheaded, was forfeited
to the crown in 1552. John Poynet, bithop of Win-
chefter, then became the patron of the Fraternity,
and prefided over the lodges till the death of the
King in 1553.

- The Mafons remamcd without any nommal patron.
till the reign of Elizabeth, when Sir Thomas Sackville
accepted the office of Grand Matfter. - ‘Lodges were
held, during this period, in different parts of Eng-
land ; but the' General' or Grand Lodge affembled
in York, where the Fratermty were numerous and
refpetable. .

"The followiag circumftance is recorded of Eliza-
beth : Hearing that the Mafons were in poffeffion
of fecrets which they would not reveal, and being
jealous of all fecret affemblies, fhe fent an armed
force to York, with intent to break up their annual
grand lodge *. This defign, however, was happily
fruftrated by the interpofition of Sir Thomas Sack-
ville; who took care to initiate fome of the chief
officers which fhe had fent on this duty. They joined
in communication with the Mafons, and made fo
favourable a report to the queen on their return, that
the countermanded her orders, and never afterwards
- attempted to difturb the meetings of the Fraternity.

# This confirms the obfervatious, in a. former Note, on the exiftence
of the Grand Lodge at York, p. 149. & feq.
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Sir Thomas Sackville held the office of Grand
Mafter till 1567, when he refigned in favour of
“Francis Ruflell, earl of Bedford, and Sir Thomas
Grefham *, an eminent merchant, diftinguifhed by
his abilitics, and great fuccefs in trade. To the
former, the care of the brethren in the northern part

* Sir Thomas Grefham propofed to ere&t a building, at his own ex-
pence, in the city of London, for the fervice of commerce, if the citizens
would purchafe a proper fpot for that purpofe. His propofal being
accepted, and fome houfes between Cornhill and Threadueedle-fireet,
which had been purchafed on that » having been pulled down, on
the 7th of June 1566, the foundation-ftone of the intended building was
laid. 'The work was carried on with fuch expedition, that the whole was
finithed in November 1567. The plan of this edifice was formed upon
that of the Exchange at Antwerp, being, like it, an oblong fquare, with a
portico, fupported by pillars of marble, ten on the north and fouth fides,
and'feven on the eaft and weft ; under which ftood the fhops, each feven
feet and a half long, and five feet broad ; in all 120; twenty-five on each
fide eaft and weft, thirty-four and a half north, and thirty-five and a helf
fouth, each of which paid Sir Thomas 41. 10s. a-year on an average. There
were likewife other fhops fitted up at firft in the vaults below, but the damp-~
nefs and darknefs 1endered them fo inconvenient, that the vaults were
foon let out to other ufes. Upon the roof ftood, at each corner, upon a
pedeftal, a grafs-hopper, which was the creft of Sir Thomas's 4rms.
This edifice, on its being firft ere@ed, was called fimply the Bourfe;
but on the 234 of January 1570, the queen, attended by a great mumber of
her nobles, eame from her palace of Somerfet-houfe in the Strand, and,
paffing through Threadneedle-fireet, dined with Sir Thomes st his houfe

/in Bifhopfgate-fireet ; and after dinner her Majefly returned through
Cornhill, entered the Bourfe on the fouth fide, and having viewed every
part of the building, particularly the gallery which extended round the
whole firu@ure, and which was furnifhed with fhops filled with all forts
of the fineft wares in the city, the caufed the edifice to be proclaimed,
in her prefence, by a herald and trumpet, ¢ The Royal Exchange ;”* and
on this occafion, it is faid, Sir Thomas appeared publicly in the
charafter of Grand Mafter. The original building flood till the fire
of London, in 1666, when it peridbed amidft the general h.voc, but was
_afterwards zeftored to its prefent magnificence.

Is
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of the kingdom was affigned, while the latter was
appointed to fuperintend the meetings in the fouth,
where the fociety had confiderably increafed, in con.
fequence of the honourable report which had been
- made to the queen. Notwithftanding this new ap-
pointment of a Grand Mafter for the fouth, the Ge-
neral Affembly continued to meet in the city of York
- as heretofore, where all the records were kept 3 and
to this aflembly appeals were made on every.important
occafion. :

SECT. V.

Progrefs of Mafonry in the South of England frotn the
Reign of Elizabeth to the Fire of London in 1666.

THE queen being affured that the Fraternity were
compofed of fkilful archite€ts and lovers of the arts,
and that ftate-affairs were points in which they never

‘interfered, was perfe@ly reconciled to their affem-

blies, and Mafonry made a great progrefs during .

her reign. Several lodges were held in different
parts of the kingdom, particularly in London, and
its environs, where the brethren increafed confider-
ably, and many great works were carried on under
the aufpices of Sir Thomas Grefham, from whom the
Fraternity received every encouragement. -2
Charles Howard, earl of Effingham, fucceeded Sir
Thomas in the office of Grand Mafter, and continued
- to prefide over the lodges in the fouth till the year
1588, when George Haftings, earl of Huntingdon,
i
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was chofen, who remained in that office till the death
of the queen.in 1603.

On the demife of Elizabeth, the crowns of Epg+
land and Scotland were united jn her fuccedfor James
VL of Scotland, who was proclajmed king of Eng-
Jand, Scotland, and Jreland, on the 25th of March
1603. At this period, Mafonry flowrifhed in both
kingdoms, and lodges were convened under the royal
patronage. Several gentlemen of fine tafte, who had
returned from their travels, full of lapdable emula
tion to revive the old Roman and Grecian Mafonry, -
brought home fragments of old coJumns, curious
drawings, and books of architeCture. Among the
number was the celebrated Inigo Jones, fon of Inige
Jones, a citizen of London ; who was put apprentice
to a joiner, and had a natural tafte for the art of de-
figning. Being firft renowned for his fkill in land.,
feape painting, he was patronized by the Jearned Wil-
liam Herbert, afterward earl of Pembroke. Having

. made the tour of Italy at his Jordfhip’s expence, and

- improved under fome of the beft difciples of the fa-
mous Andrea Palladio, on his return to England ke
laid afide the pencil, and confining his fudy to archi-
tecture, became the Vitruvius of DBritain, and the
rival of Palladio.

This celebrated artift was appointed general fur-
veyor t king James 1., under whofe aufpices the
{cience of Mafonry flourithed. He was nominated

- Grand Mafler of England *, and was deputized by

'# Phe Grand Mafter of the North bears the title of Grand Maufier of
-all Eagland, which may probably have been occafioned by the title of

'16
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his fovereign to prefide over the lodges. During his
adminiftration, feveral learned men were initiated
into the Order, and the Society confiderably in-
creafed in confequence and reputation. Ingenious
artifts daily reforted to England, where they met with
great encouragement ; lodges were inftituted as fe-
minaries of inftru€ion in the fciences and polite arts,
after the model of the Italian fchools ; the commu«
nications-of the Fraternity were eftablifhed ; and the
annual feftivals regularly obferved.

Many curious and magnificent ftruftures were
finithed under the dire&ion of this accomplithed ar-
chite& ; and, among the reft, he was employed, by
command of the fovereign, to plan a new palace at
~ Whitehall, worthy the refidence-of the kings of Eng-
land, which he accordingly executed ; but for want
of a parliamentary fund, no more of the plan than
the prefent Banqueting-houfe was finifhed. In 1607,
the foundation-ftone of this elegant piece of true
Mafonry was laid by king James, in prefence of
Grand Mafter Jones, and his Wardens, William
Herbert earl of Pembroke, and Nicholas Stone efq.
Mafter-mafon of England, who were attended by
many brothers, clothed in form, and other eminent
perfons, who had been invited on the occafion. The
ceremony was conduted with great pomp and fplen-
dor, and a purfe of broad pieces of gold laid upon the
flone, to enable the Mafons to regale. This building is

Grand Mafler of England having been at this time conferred on Inigo
Jones, and which title the Grand Mafters in the South bear to this
day.
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faid to contain the fineft fingle room of its extent
fince the days of Auguftus, and was intended for the
reception of ambaflfadors, and other audiences of
ftate. The whole is a regular and ftately building,
of three ftories; the loweft has a ruftic wall, with
fmall fquare windows, and by its ftrength happily
ferves as a bafis for the orders. Upon this is raifed
the Ionic, with columns and pilafters; and between
the columns, are well-proportioned windows, with
arched and pointed pediments : over thefe, is placed
the proper entablature ; on which is raifed a fecond
feries of the Corinthian order, confifting of columns
and pilafters, like the other, column being placed -
over column, and pilafter over pilafter. From the
capitals are carried feftoons, which meet with mafks, .
and other ornaments in the middle. This feries is
alfo crowned with its proper entablature, on which
is raifed the baluftrade, with attic pedeftals between,
which crown the work. The whole is finely pro-
portioned, and happily executed. The projection
of the columns from the wall, has a fine effe&t in
the entablatures ; which being brought forward in
the fame proportion, yields that happy diverfity of
light and fhade fo effential to true archite@ure.
The internal decorations are alfo ftriking. The
ceiling of the grand room, in particular, which is
now ufed as a chapel, is richly painted by the cele-
brated fir Peter Paul Rubens, who was ambaffador
in England in the time of Charles I. The fubje&t
is, the entrance, inauguration, and coronaticn of
king James, reprefented by pagan emblems; -and it
is juftly efteemed one of the moft capital perform-
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ances of this eminent mafter. It has been pro-
nounced one of the fineft ceilings in the world.

Inigo Jones continued in the office of Grand
Mafter till 1618, when he was fucceeded by the
earl of Pembroke ; under wholfe aufpices many emi-
nest, wealthy, and learned men were initiaged, and
the myiteries of the Order held in high eftimation.

On the death of king James in 1625, Charles af-
cended the throme. The earl of Pembroke prefided
over the Fraternity till 1630, when he refigned in
favour of Henry Danvers, earl of Danby; whe was
fucceeded in 1633 by Thomas Howard, earl of
Arundel, the progenitor of the Norfolk family. In
1635, Francis Ruflell, earl of Bedford, accepted the
government of the fociety ; but Inigo Jones having
with indefatigable afliduity continued to patronize
the lodges during his lordfhip’s adminiftration, he
was re-cle@ed the following year, and continued in
office till his death jn 1646 *.

* That lodges continued regularly to aflemble at this time, appears
from the Diary of the learned aptiquary Elias Afhmole, where he fays :
¢ 1 was made a Free-mafon at Warrington, Lancafhire, with Colonel
¢ Henry Mainwaring, of Kerthingham, in Chefhire, by Mr. Richard
¢ Penket, the Warden, and the fellow crafts, (aH of whom are fpecified,)
¢ on 16th O&ober 1646." In another place of his Diary hie fays: ¢ On
¢ March the 10th, 1682, about 5 hor. poft merid. I received a fummons
¢ to appear at a lodge, to be held the next day at Mafon’s Hall in Lon-
¢ don. == March 11, Accordingly T went, and about ncon were admitted
¢ into the fellowfhip of Free-mafons, Sir William Wilfan, knt. Captain
¢ Richard Borthwick, Mr. William Woodman, Mr. William Gray, Mr.
¢ Samuel Taylour, and Mr. William Wife. I was the fenior fellow amony
¢ them, it being thirty-five years fince I was admitted. There were
< prefent, befide myfelf, the fellows after named; Mr. Thomas Wife,
¢ mafter of the Mafous’ company this prefent year, Mr. Thomas Shost-

-~

‘
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" The tafte of this celebrated archite@® was dif~
played in many curious and elegant ftruftures, both

¢ hofe, and 7 more old Free-mafons, We all dined at the Half-moon
¢ Tavern, Cheapfide, at & noble dinner prepared at the charge of the new
¢ accepted Mafons.’ :

An old record of the Society defonbes a coat of arms much the fame
with that of the London company of frcemen Mafons; whence it is ge-
nerally believed that this company is a branch of that ancient Fratemity ;
‘and in former times, no man, it alfo appears, was/ plide free of that com-
pany, until he was initiated in fome lodge of free and accepted Mafons, as
a neceffary qualification. This pratice fiill prevails in Scotland among
the operative Mafons, .

The writer of Mr. Afhmole’s Lifc, who was not a Mafon, before hn;
Hiftory of Berkhire, p. 6. gives the following account of Mafonry :

¢ He (Mr. Afhmole) was eletted a bruther of the company of Frce-
< mafons ; afavour efteemed fo fingular by the Members, that kings
¢¢ themfelves have not difdained to enter themfelves of this Society. From
¢¢ thefe are derived the adopted Mafons, accepted Mafons, or Freec
¢ mafons; whe are known to one another all over the world, by certaip
¢ fignals and watch words known to them alone. They have feveral
“¢ lodges in different countries for tleir reception ; and when any of them
<¢ fall into decay, the brotherhood is to relieve them. The manner of
¢¢ their adoption or admiffion is very formal and folemn, and with the ad-
¢ miniftration of an cath of fecrecy, which has had better fate than aji
¢¢ other caths, and has ever been moft eeligioufly ohferved : nor has the
¢¢ world heen yet able, by the inadvertency, furprife, or folly of any of its
¢ members, to dive into this myftery, or make the leaft difcovery.”

In fome of Mr. Afhinole’s manuferipts, there are many valuable co]-
le&ions relating to the hiflory of the Free-mafons, as may Le gathered
from the letters of Dr. Knipe, of Chrift-church, Oxford, to the publifher
of Almole’s Life ; the following extrats from which will authenticgte
and illuftrate many faéts in this hifiory : .

¢¢ As to the ancient Society of Free-mafuns, concerning whom you are

. ¢¢ defirous of knowing what may be known with certainty, I fhall enly iell
. €¢ you, that if our worthy brother E. Afhmole, efq. had executed his ip-
¢ cnded defign, our Fraternity had been as much obliged to him as the
¢ bréthmn of the moft noble Order of the Garter. I would not have yqu
w fusprifed at this expreffion, or think it at all tooaffuming. The Sove-
« reigns of that Order have not difdained our fellowfhip, and there have
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in London and ‘the country; particularly in de-
figning the magnificent row of Great Queen-ftreet,
and the weft fide of Lincoln’s Inn Fields, with
Lindfey-houfe in the centre ; the late Chirurgeons’-
- hall and theatre, now Barbers’-hall, in Monkwell-
ftreet ; Shaftefbury-houfe, late the London lying-
in hofpital for married women, in Alderfgatc-ftreet;
Bedford-houfe in Bloom{bury-fquare, which is now
taken down to make room for the new buildings in

¢ been times when Emperors were alfo Free-mafons. What from Mr.
¢ Athmole’s colleétion I could gather was, that the report of our Society
# taking rife from a bull grauted by the pope in the reign of Henry VI. to
¢¢ fome Italian archite@s, to travel over all Europe to ere& chapels, was
¢¢ ill-founded. Such a bull there was, and thofe archite&s were Mafons ;
¢ but this bull, in the opinion of the learned Mr. Afhmole, was confir-
¢ mative only, and did not by any means create our Fraternity, or even
¢¢ efiablith them in this kingdom. But as to the ‘time and mancer of
¢ that eftablithment, fomething I fhall relate from the fame colle@ions.
¢¢ St. Alban, the proto-martyr, eftablifhed Mafonry here, and from his

¢ time it flourithed, more or lefs, according as the world went, down
¢¢ to the days of king Athelftane, who for the fake of his brother Edwin,
¢¢ granted the Mafons a charter. Under our Norman princes they fre-
¢¢ quently reccived cxtraordinary marks of royal favour. There is no doubt
¢¢ to be made, that the fkill of Mafons, which was always tranfcendently
¢¢ great, even in the moft barbarous times ; their wonderful kindi.efs and
¢¢ attachment to each cther, how different foever in condition; and their
¢ invivlable fidelity in keeping religioufly their fecrets; muft have ex-
¢¢ pofed them, in ignorant, troublefome, and fuperftitious times, to a vaft
¢¢ variety of adventures, according to the different flate of parties, and
. ¢ other alterations in government. By the way, it may be noted, that
¢ the Mafons were always loyal, which expofed them to great feverities
¢¢ when power wore the appearaice of juftice, and thofe who committed
¢ treafon punifhed true men as traitors. Thus, in the 3d year of Henry
¢ V1. an a& paffed to abolifh the fociety of Mafons, and to hinder, under
¢ gricvous penalties, the holding chapters, lodges, or other regular af- -
¢¢ femblies ; yet this u& was afterwerds [virtually] repealed ; and even
¢¢ before that'king Henry and feveral lords of his court became fellows
¥ of the eraft.” '
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" the improvement of the Duke of Bedford’s town
eftate; Berkeley-houfe, Piccadilly, lately burnt, and
rebuilt, now in the poffeflion of the duke of Devon-
fhire ; and York-ftairs, at Thames, &c. Befide
thefe, he defigned Gunnerfbury-houfe, near Brent-
ford 5 Wilton-houfe in Wiltthire; Caftle-abbey in
Northamptonthire ; Stoke-park ; part of the quad-
rangle at St. John’s, Oxford ; Charlton-houfe, and
Cobham-hall, in Kent ; Coles-hill in Berkfhire ; and
the Grange in Hampﬂure.

The breaking out of the civil wars obftructed the
progrefs of Mafonry in England for fome time ; but
after the Reftoration, it began to revive under the
patronage of Charles II. who had been received into
the Order during his exile *.

On the 27th December 1663, a gencral affembly
was held, at which Henry Jermyn, earl of St. Al-
ban’s, was cle€ed Grand Mafter; who appointed
Sir John Denham, knt. his deputy, and Mr. (aftér-
wards Sir) Chriftopher Wren 4, and John Webb,,

* Some lodges in the reign of CharlesII. were conftituted by leave
of the feveral noble Grand Mafters, and many gentlemen and famous
fchelars requefted at this time to be admitted among the Fraternity.

+ He was the ouly fon of Dr. Chriftopher Wren, dean of Windfor,
and was born in 1632. His genius for arts and fciences appeared early.
At the age of thirteen, he izvented a new aftronomical inftrument, by the
name of Pan-organum, and wrote a treatife on the origin of rivers, He
invented a new pneumatic engine, and a peculiar inftrument of ufe in gno-
menics, to folve this problem, viz. ¢ Ona known plane, in a2 known ele-

¢ vation, te defcribe fuch lines with the expedite turning of rundles to

¢ ¢ certain divifions, as by the fhadow the ftyle may fhew the equal hours of
" ¢the day.’ In 1646, at the age of fourteen, he was admitted a gentleman
commoner in Wadham college, Oxon, where he greatly improved under
the inftru&ions and friendfhip of Dr. John Wilkins and Dr. Seth Ward,
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his wardens. Several ufcful megulations * wese

made at this aflembly, for the better government of

the lodges, and the greatek harmony. prevailed
~among the brethren at their various meetings.

who were gentlemen' of great leagning, and afterward promoted by king
Charles II. to the mitre. His other numerous juvenile produtions in
mathematics, prove him tg bé a fchalar of the higheft eminence. He
affifted Dr. Scarborough in austomical preparatjons, snd experiments upan:
the mufeles of the human body ; whence gre dated the #irft introduction
of geometrical and mechanical fpeculations in anajomy. He wrote dif-
courfes on the longitude; on the variations of the magnetical needle ;
dv ve nautica veterum ; how 10 find the velocity of a fhip in failing; of
the improvements of gallies ; and how to secoyer wrecks.  Befide thefe,
he treated on the convenient way of ufing artillery on ﬂuqugrd ; how w0
build en deep water ; how to build a mole into the fea, without Puzzolan
duft, er cifterns; and of the impmvemené of river mavigation, by the
Jjoining of rivers.  In fhort, the works of this ¢ycellent genivs appear to
be rather the united efforts of a whole centyry, than the prodyétion of

one man,

# Among other regulations made at this aferubly yere the following 3

¢ 1. That no perfon, of what degree foever, be made or accepted s
¢ Free-mafon unlefs in a regular lodge, whercof one to be a Matter or a
¢ Warden in that limit or divifion where fuch lodge is kept, and another to
¢ be a craftfman in the trade of Free-mafonry.

¢ 2. That no perfon hereafter fhall be accepted a Free-mafon, but fueh
¢ as are of able body, honeft parentage, good reputation, and an obferver
¢ of the laws of the land.

¢ 3. That no perfon hereafter who fhall be accepted a Free-mafon, fhall
¢ be admitted into any lodge or affembly, until he has brought a certificate
¢ of the time and place of his acceptation from the lodge that accepted
¢ him, unto the Mafer of that limit or divifion where fuch lodge is kept.
¢ And the faid Mafter fhall enrol the fame ina roll of parchment to be
¢ kept for that purpofe, and fhall give an account of all fuch acceptations
¢ at every general affembly.

¢ 4. That every perfon who is now a Free-mafon, fhall bring to the
 Mafter a note of the time of his acceptation, to the end the fame may
¢ be enrolled in fuch priority of place as the brother deferves; and that the
¢ whole company and fellows may the better know cach other.
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Thomas Savage, earl of Rivers, having fucceeded
the earl of St. Alban’s, in the office of Grand Mafter
in June 1666, Sir Chnﬁop.xcr Wren was appointed

~ deputy under- his' lordthip, in which office he dif-
tinguifhed himfelf more than any of his predeceflors,
in premoting the profperity of the few lodges that
occafionally met at this. time ; particularly the old
lodge at St. Paul’s*, now the loadge of Antiquity,
which he patronifed upwards of eighteen years, The
honeurs which this celebrated charallsr afterwards
received in the foeiaty, 3re evident proofs.of the at-
tachment of thc Fraternity toward him,

‘ 5. 'Ilbat fox the fwvetlqud Fmtz of Free-mafcigs. Mlberw

gulated and governed by one Grand Mafter, 3nd as many W.rdem 89
¢ the faid Socnety fhall think fit to appoint at every annual geneml
< a@embly. ~

¢ 6, That no pgfon !hdlbg ad:epted, uplefd he be tnmpone yeu
¢ od, or more.’

Several records of the fogiety of this and the precedmg relgn wgre loﬁ
at the Revolution; and not a few were too haftily burnt in ‘our own

times by fome fcrupulous brothess, from a fear of making difpoveries pre-

Judxcml to the interefts of the Order.

® It appears from the records of the Lodge of Antiquity, that Mr.
Wren at this time attended the meetings regularly, and that, dufing his
prefidency, he prefented to that lodge, three maliogany candlefticks,

which are fiill preferved, and highly prized, as 3 memento of the eftecm of
the honourable donor.
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~SECT. VL

The Hiflory of Mafonry in England froﬂ; the Fire of
London *y to the Acceffion of George 1.

THE year 1666 afforded a fingular and awful oc-
cafion for the utmoft exertion of Mafonic abilities.
The city of London which had been vifited in the
preceding year by the plague, to whofe ravages, it is
computed, above 100,000 of its inhabitants fell a
facrifice t, had fcarcely recovered from the alarm of
that dreadful contagion, when a general conflagra-
tion reduced the greateft part of the city within the
walls to athes. This dreadful fire broke out on'the
2d of September, at the houfe of a baker in Pudding-
lane, a wooden building, pitched on the outfide, as
were alfo all the reft of the houfes in that narrow
lane. The houfe being filled with faggots and brufh-
wood, foon added to the rapidity of the flames,
which raged with fuch fury as to fpread four ways
at once.

* For many of the perticulars contained in this Se&ion, I am indebted
1o Mr. Noorthouck’s edition of the Book of Conftitutions, publifhed in
1784 ; which, much to the honour of that gentleman, is executed in &
mafterly manner, and interfperfed with feveral judicious remarks.

4+ The fircets were at this (ime narrow, crooked, and incommodious;
the houfes built chiefly of wood, clofe, dark, and ill-contrived; with fe-
veral flories proje&ing beyond each other as they rofe, over the coutra&ted

fireets. Thus the free circulation of air was obftru&ted, the people
" breathed a ftagnant and unwholefome element, replete with foul effluvia,
fufficient of itfelf to generate putrid diforders. Fmm this circumfBaace,
the inhabi were continually expofed to contagious diforders, and the
buildings to the ravages of fire.
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Jonas Moore and Ralph Gatrix, who were ap-
pointed furveyors on this occafion to examine the
ruins, reported, that the fire over-ran 373 acres
within the walls, and burnt 13,000 houfes, 89 pa-
rith churches, befides chapels, leaving only 11 pa-
rithes ftanding. The Royal Exchange, Cuftom-
houfe, Guildhall, Blackwell-hall, St. Paul’s cathedral,
Bridewell, the two compters, fifty-two city companies
halls, and three city gates; were all demolifhed. The
damage was computed at 10,000,000l. fterling*.

After fo fudden and extenfive a calamity, it be-
came neceflary to adopt fome regulations to guard
againft any fuch cataftrophe in future. It was

. therefore determined, that in all the new buildings
to be ereCted, ftone and brick thould be fubftituted
in the room of timber. The Kingand the Grand
Mafter immediately ordered deputy Wren to draw

~up the plan of a new city, with broad and regular
ftreets. Dr. Chriftopher Wren' was appointed fur-

-veyor-general and principal archite@ for rebuilding
the city, the cathedral of St. Paul, and all the pa-
rochial churches enalted by parliament, in lieu of

- -thofe that were deftroyed, with other public ftruc-

tures. This gentleman, conceiving the charge too
important for a fingle perfon, feleled Mr. Robert

Hook, profeflor of geometry in Grefham-college, to
affift him ; who was immediately employed in mea-

~ furing, adjufting, and fetting out the ground of the
private ftreets to the feveral proprietors. Dr. Wren’s.
model and plan were laid before the kmg and the

4 Audcrfon s Hitory of Commesce, vol. ii. p. 130.
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houfe of commons, and the pralicability of the
whole fcheme, without the infringement of property,
clearly demonftrated: -it unfortunately happened,
however, that the greater part of the citizens were
abfolutely averfe to alter their old pofleffions, and to
recede from building their houfes again on the old
foundations. Many were unwilling to give up their
propetties into the hands of public truftecs, till they
fhould receive an equivalent of ‘more advantage;
while others exprefled diftruft. Every means were
tried to convince the citizens, that by removing all
the church-yards, gardens, &c. to the outikirts of the
city, fufficient room would be given to augment the
ftreets, and properly to difpofe of the churches, halls,
and other public buildings te the perfe& fatisfaltion
of every .proprictor; but the reprefentation -of all
.thefe improvements had no weight. The citizens
chofe to have their old city again, under all its dif-
advantages, rather than a new one, the principles of
which they were unwilling to underftand, and een-
fidered as innovations. Thus -an “opportunity was
loft, of making the new city the moft magnificent,
as well as-the moft commodious-for health and trade,
of any in Europe.- 'The archite®, cramped in the
“execution of his plan, was obliged to abridge his
{cheme, and exert his utmoft labour, fkill, and ingc-"
nuity, to model the city in the manner in which it
has fince appeared.

On the 23d of O&ober 1667, the. kmg in perfon
levelled in form the foundation- ftone of the new
Royal Exchange, now allowed to be the fineft in
Europe ; and on the 28th of September 1669, it
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was opetied by the lord mayorand aldermen. Round
the infide of the {quare, above the arcadgs, amd be-

" tween the windows, are the ftatues of the fovereigns

of England. In the centre of the {quare, is ereéted
the king’s ftatue to the life, in a Cikefarear habit of
white marble, executed in a mafterly manner by
Mr. Gibbons, then grand warden of the Society.

In 1668, the Cuftom-houfe for the port of Lon-
don, fituated on the fouth fide of Thames-ftreet, wds
built, adorned with an upper and lower otder of af-
-chite@ure. In the latter, are ftone colunmie, amd
entablément of the Tufcan order : and in the former,
are pilafters, éntablature, and five pediments of the
Ionic ordeér. The wings are elevated on colunms,
forming piazzas; and the length of the building.is
189 feet ; its breadth in the middle, 27 3 and at'the
weft end, Go feet.

AN

This year alfo, deptity Wren and his de o

Wiebb finithed the Theatrum Sheldonium st Oxford,
defigned and executed at thie private expence of
Gilbért Sheldon, archbifhop -of Canterbuty, an ex-
¢ellent archite®, and able defigner. On the gth of
July 1669, the ‘capeftone of this elegant building was
-celebratéd ‘with joy and feftivity by the craftfmen,

Dr. Seuth.
Depury Wren, at the fame time, built, at the ex-

-pence of the Univerfity, that other mafter-piece of
“archite€ture, the pretty mufeum, near this theatre.-
© - 1n 1671, Mr. Wren began to build that great

-and 4n elegant oration delivered on the oceafion by -

‘fluted column called the Monument, in memory of

-the burning and rebuilding of the city of London.
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This &npendnnﬁ pillar was finiftied in 1677. It is
24 fect hﬂiﬁuhan Trajan’s pillar at Rome, and built

of Portland’ ﬁane, of the Doric order. - Its altitude,.

-from: the gdpund, is 202 feet ; the greateft diameter
of the dhaft or body of the column, 15 feet; the
ground plinth, or bottom of the pedeftal, 28 feet
fquare ; dpd the pedeftal, 40 feet high. Over the
-capital, is"an iron balcony, encompaffing a cone 32
.feet high, fupporting a blazing urn of gilt brafs.
Within is a large ftaireafe of black marble, contain-
ing 345 fteps, each ftep ten inches and an half broad,
.and fix inches thick. The wett fide of the pedeftal
-is adorned with curious emblems, by the matfterly
.hand of Mr. Cibber, father to the late poet-laureat
.Colley Cibber ; in which eleven principal figures are
-done in alto, and the rekt -in baffo relievo. That to
which the eye is particularly dircéted, is a female,
reprefenting the City of London, fitting in a languifh-
ing pofture, an a heap of ruins. Behind her, is Zime,
gradually raifing ber up; and at her fide, a woman,
-reprefenting Providencey; gently touching her with
“ene hand, while, witha winged fceptre in the other,
the dire@s her to regard two goddefles in the clouds;
.one with a cornucopia, denoting Plenty ; the other,
with a palm branch, the emblem of Peace. At her
feet is a bee-hive, to fhew that, by induftry and ap-
plication, the greateft mnsfortunes may be overcome.
'Behind Time, are the. Ci¥izens, exnltmg at his endea-
vours to reftore her; and beneath, in the midft of

the ruins, is a dragon, the fupporter of the city arms, -

who endeavours to preferve them with his paw. At
.the north end, is a view of the City in flames, the in-
' 10
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habitants in conftérnation, withs their arms extended
upwird, crying for afiftance. Oppofite the city, on
an elevated pavement, ftands the-King, in a Roman
habit, with a laurel on his head, and a truncheon in
his hand ;5 who, on approaching her, commands three
of his attendants to defcend to her relief. The firft
seprefents the Sciences, with a winged head, and cir-
cle of naked boys dancing thereon, and holding Na-
ture in her hand, with her numerous breafts, ready:
to give afliftance to all. The fecond is Architeiture,
with a plan in one hand, and a fquare ard pair of
compafles in the other. The third is Liberty, waving
a hat in the air, and fhewing her joy at the pleafing
profpe of the City’s fpeedy recovery. Behind the
King, ftands his brother, the duke of York, witha
garland in one hand, to crown the rifing city, and a
fword in the other for her defence. The two figures
behind theém, are Fuflice and Fortitude; the former
with a coronet, and the latter with a reined lion;
while, under the pavement, in a vault, appears Envy
gnawing a heart. In the upper part of the back
“ground, the re-conftru&ion of the city is reprefented
by fcaffolds and unfinifhed houfes, with builders at
work on them. The north and fouth fides of the
pedeftal have each a Latin infcription, one defcribing
‘the defolation of the city, the other its reftoration.
The eaft fide of the pedeftal has an infcription, ex-
prefling the time in which the pillar was begun, con-
tinued, and brought to perfeGion. In one line con~
tinoed .round the bafe, are thefe words: ¢ This
« pillar was fet up in perpetual remembrance of the
s¢ moft dreadful burning of this Proteftant city, be-
K
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« gun and carried on by the treachery and malice of
¢« the Popith faQtion; in the beginning-of September

< in the year of our Lord 1666, in ovder 'to the ear-

¢ rying on their horrid plot ‘for extirpating ithe Pro-
« teftant religion, and old Englifh libercy; and intro-
¢ ducing popery and flavery.” - This infcription;
upon the duke of York’s dcceflron to ¢the U’rowﬁ, Wy
erdfed ; . but, foon after the Revohmon, teﬁorcd

%a“‘)p Lo 1 Lod
- The rebuijlding of the clty of London was ’ng'oﬂ-

" oully profecuted, and the refforation of 8t. Paul's

eathedral clairhed pafticular attention. . .Dr.. Wiren
drew feveral defigns, to difcover whatwould be moft
acceptable to the general tafte ; and. finding ‘perfong

of all degrees declare for magnificence and:grandeur,

he formed a defign according to the very beft {tile of

Greek and Roman architeéture, and caufed a large

model of it to be ‘made in wood; ‘but. the - bithopy
deciding that it was not fufficiently in the “cathedral
ftile, the furveyor was ordered to amend it, -and he
then produced. the fcheme of the prefent ftru@ure,
which was honoured with the 'king’s approbation.
The -otiginal model, however, which was. only of

the Corinthian order, like St. Peter’s .at. Rowme, .

ftill kept in an apartment of the cachedral as a real
curiofity.

In 1673, the foundation-ftone *of th1s magmﬁéent
cathedral, defigned by deputy Wren, was laid in fo<

. ® The woallet with which the king levelled this foundation-flone, wat
dalivered by Sir Chriftopher Wren to the old Lodge of St. Paul, now tlié
Lodge of Antiquity, where it is flill preferved as a great.curiofity.




oF MASONRY. 194

femn form by the King, attendpd by Grand Mafter.
Rivers, his architects and oraftfmen, in the prefenee

of the nobility and gentry, the Jord mayor and alder--
men, the bithops and clergy, &c. During the 'whole’
time this firu¢ture was building, Mr, Wren alted.
as mafter of the work and furveyor, and was ably

affifted by his wardens, Mr Edward &mng and his

fon.

. 8t. Paul’s cathedral is platmed in the form of a
long erofs ; the walls are wrought ia raftic, and
ftrengthened, as well as adorned, by two rows .of-
coupled pilafters, one over-the other; the lower
Corinthian, and the upper Compofite. The fpaces
between the arches of the windows, and the archi-
te@ure of the lower onder, as well as thofe arbovc,
are filled with a variety of enrichments.

. The weft front is graced with a moft mztgmﬁcem
portico,. a noble pediment, and two fately turrets.:
There is a grand flight of fteps of black marble that
extend the whole length of the portico, which don-
fifts of twelve lofty Corinthian columns below, and
eight of the Compofite order above; thefe are alf
coupled and fluted. The upper feries fupport a-
noble pediment, crowned with its acroteria; and in

‘this pediment is an elegant reprefentation in bas~

rebef of the converfion of St. ‘Paul, exec'uteci‘,by
Mr. Bird, an artift whofe name, on account of this! -
piece alone, is worthy of being tranfmitted to po-
fterity. The figures are well executed: the mag-
nificent figure of St. Paul, on the apex of the pe-
diment, with St. Peter on his right, and St. James-
on his left, produce a fine effe&t. 'The four Evan<

> 2
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gelifts, with their proper emblems, on the front of -
the towers, are judiciouily difpofed, and fkilfully
finithed ;- St. Matthew is diftinguifhed by an angel;
St. Mark, by a lion ; St. Luke, by an ox j and St..
John, by an eagle. .

To the north portico, there is an afcent by twelve
circular fteps of black marble, and its dome is fup-
ported by fix grand Corinthian columns. Upon the
dome is a well-proportxoned urn, finely ornamented
with feftoons ; over.the urn is a pediment, fupported
by pilafters in the wall, in the face of which are
carved the royal arms, with the regalia fupported by
angels. Statues of five of the apoftles are placed on
~ the top, at proper diftances.

The fouth portico anfwers to the north, and, like
‘that, is fupported by fix noble Corinthian columns;
but as the ground is confiderably lower on this fide
of the church than the other, the afcent is by a flight
of twenty-ﬁve fteps. 'This portico has alfo a pedi-
" ment above, in which is a pheenix rifing out of the

. ftames, with the motto, RESURGAM, underneath it;
as an emblem of rebuilding the church. A curious
accident is faid to have given rife to this device,
which was particularly obferved by the archite& as
a favoutable omen. 'When Dr. Wren was marking-
out the dimenfions of the building, and had fixed on
the centre of the great dome, a common -labourer -
was ordered to bring him a flat ftone from among
the rubbifh, to leave as a dire&tion to the mafons.
The ftone which the man brought happened to be
a piece of a grave-flone, with nothing remaining of
the infcription but this fingle word, in Jarge capitals,
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~ of the organ &'aﬁdiug -acrofs, which forms a heavy
obftruétion.. .The pillats are adorned with columns
and pilafters of the Carindhian and Compofite orders;
and the anches of the roof are enriched with fhiclds,
feftoohs, chaplets, and other ormaments.. In the aifley
on one harbd; is the confiftory ; and eppofite, on the
other, the morning prayer chapet. - Thefe have very
beautifud fereens of carved wainfcot, which are much
admired. - . . ) !
- :Ower the céntre, where the great aifles crofs each
other, is the grand cupola, or dome,, the vaft eoncave
of which infpires a pleafing awe. Under its centre
is fixed, in the floor, a brafs plate, round which the
pavement is beautifully variegated; but the figures
into which it is formed, can no where be fo well
feen as from the whifpering-gallery above.- Here
the {fpeQator has at once a full view of the organ,
richly ornamented with carved work, and the en~
trance to the choir dire@ly under it. The two aifles
on the fides of the choir, as well as the choir itfelf,
are inclofed with very fine iron rails and gates.
- The altar-piece is adorned with four noble'fluted
pilafters, painted and vcined with gold, in imitation
of Japis lazuli, and their capitals are double gile. In
the intercolumniations below, are nine marble pan-
“nels, and above are fix windows, in the two feries.
The floor of the whole church is paved with marbles
and within the rails of the altar with porphyry, po-
lithed, and laid in feveral geometrical figures.

In the great cupola, which is 108 feet in diameter,
the archite& feemns to have imitated the Pantheon at
Rome, excepting that the upper order is there only

K 4 .
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umbratile, and diftingnifhed by different coloured
marbles; while, in St. Paul’s, it is éxtant out of the
wall. The Pantheon is no higher within than its
diameter; St. Peter’s is two diameters; the former
4hews its concave too low, the latter too high : ‘St.
Paul’s is proportioned between both, and . therefore
fhews its concave every way, and is very lightfome
by the windows of the upper order. Thefe ftrike
down the light through the great colonnade. that en-
tircles the dome without, and ferve for the abut-
ment, which is brick of the thicknefs of two bricks;
but as it rifes every way five feet high, it has a courfe
of excellent brick of 18 inches long, banding through
the whole thicknefs ; and, to make it ftill more fe-
cure, it is furrounded with a vaft chain of iron,
ftrongly. linked together at every ten feet. This
chain is let into a channel, cut into the bandage - of
Portland ftone, and defended from the weather by
Alling the groove with- lead. The concave was
turned upon a centre, which was judged neceflary
~ to keep the work true; but the centre was laid
without any ftandards below for fupport. -Every
ftory of the fcaffolding being circular, and the ends
of all the ledgers meeting as fo many rings, and truly
wrought, it fupported itfelf.

As the old church of St. Paul had a lofty fpire,
Dr. Wren was obliged to give his bmldmg an alt-
tude that might fecure it from {yffering by the com-
parifon, To do this, he made the dome without,
much higher than within, by raifing a ftrong brick
cone over the internal cupola, fo conftruted as to
fupport an elegant ftone lantern on the apex. This
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‘brick cone is fupported by a cupola formed of tim-
ber, and covered with lead : -between which-and the
o cone are eafy ftairs, up to the lantern. Here the
fpe&ator may view contrivances that are truly afto-
nithing. The outward cupola is only ribbed, which
the archite&t thought lefs Gothic than to ftick it full
of fuch little lights as are in the cupola of St. Peter’s,
that could not without difficulty be mended, and, if
. neglected, might foon damage the timbers. As the
archite& was fenfible that paintings are liable to de-
cay, he intended to have béautified the infide of the
cupola with mofaic work ; which, without the leaft
~ fading of colours, would be as durable as the build-
ing itfelf : but in this he was over-ruled, though he
had undertaken to procure four of the moft eminent
artifts in that profeﬂ'non from Italy, for the purpofe.
This part, therefore, is now decorated by the pencll
. of Sir James Thornhill, who has reprefented *the
principal paffages of St. Paul’s life, in eight compart-
ments. Thefe paintings are all feen to advantage
by means of a circular opening, through which the.
light is tranfmitted with admirable effe¢t from the
lantern above ; but they are now cracked, and fadly
decayed. :

Divine fervice was performed in the choir of thxs
cathedral for the firft time orr the thankfgiving day
for the peace of Ryfwick, Dec. 2, 1697 *; and the
laft ftone on the top of the lantern laid by Mr. Chrif~

* Howell's Medulla, Hift. Ang.

3
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topher Wren, the fon of the archite&, in 1710.
‘This noble fabric, lofty enough to be difcerned at
fea eaftward, and at Windfor to the weft, was begun |
and completed in the fpace of 35 years, by onc ar-
thite&t, the great Sir Chriftopher Wren 3 one prin.
tipal mafon, Mr. Strong ; and wnder one bithop of
London, Dr. Henry Compton : whereas St. Peter’s at
Rome was 155 years in building, under twelve fac-
ceflive archite@s, affifted by the police and intereft of
the Roman fee, and attended by the beft artifts in_
fculpture, ftatuary, painting, and mofaic work.

The various parts of this fuperb edifice I have
been thus particular in defcribing, as it reflets ho-
nour o the ingénious archite&t who built it, and as
there is not an inftance on record of any work of
equal magnitude having ever been completed by one
mag. .

While the cathedral of St. Paul’s was carrying .
om as a national undertaking, the citizens did not
negle&t their own immediate concerns, but reftored
fuch of their halls and gates as had been deftroyed.
In April 1675, was laid the foundation-ftone of
the late Bethlehem-hofpital for lunatics, in Moor~
fields. This is a magnificent building, 540 feet
long, and 40 broad, befide the two wings, which
were not added until feveral years afterward. The
middle and ends of the edifice projett a little, and
are adorned with pilafters, entablatures, foliages, &c.
which, rifing above the reft of the building, have
each a flat roof, with a handfome bajuftrade of ftone.
In the centre is an elegant turret, adorned with a

10
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clock, gilt ball, and vane. The whole building is brick
and ftone, inclofed by a handfome wall, 680 feet long,
of the fame materials. In the centre of the wallisa
large pair of iron gates; and on the piers on which
thefe are hung, are two images, in a reclining pof-
ture, one reprefenting raving, the other melancholy,
madnefs. The expreflion of thefe figures is admirable;
and they are the workmanthip of Mr. Cibber, the fa-
ther of the laureat, before mentioned. This build-
ing is now deftroyed. o

The College of Phyficians alfo, about this time, dif~
covered fome tafte in ereing their college in Wars
wick-lane, which, though little known, " is efteemed
by good judges a delicate building. .

The Fraternity were now fully employed 3 and by
them the following parith churches, which had been
confumed by the great fire, were gradually rebuilt,
or repaired :
Allhallows, Bnéa‘d-fh'eet, finilhed 1694 ; and the fleeple comioleted

1697- .

Allhallows the Great, Thames-ftreet, 1683.

Allhallows, Lombard-ftreet, 1694.

St. Alban, Wood-ftreet, 1685.

St. Anne and Agnes, St. Anne’s-lane, Alderfgate-fireet, 1680,

St. Andrew’s Wardrobe, Puddledock-hill, 1692.

St. Andrew’s, Holborn, 1687,

St. Anthony’s, Watling-fireet, 1682.

St. Auguftin’s, Watling-fireet, 1683 ; and the fteeple finithed 1595,

St. Bartholomew's, Royal-Exchange, 1679.

St. Benediét, Grace-church-fireet, 1685.

St. Benedi&’s, Threadneegﬂe-{heet, 1673.

St. Bennet’s, Paul’s Wha:t, Thames ftreet, 1683. )

St. Bri@e':, Fleet-fireet, 1680; and farther adorned in 1699,

Chuift-church, Newgate-freet, 1687. )
X6
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-St. Chriftopher’s, Threadueedle- fireet, (fince taken down to make rooss

 for the Bank,) repaired in 1696.

kl Clement Danes, in the Strand, mken down 1680, | and rebuilt by Sir

Chnﬁophet Wren, 1682.

St. Clement's, Eaft Cheap, St. Clemem s-lane, 1686..

St. Dennis Back, Lime-ftreet, 1674.

St. Dunftan’s in the Eaft, Tower-fireet, repaired in 1698.
St. Edmond'’s the Kii\g, Lombard-ftreet, rebuilt in 1674.
8t. George, Potolph-lane, 1674.

St. James, Gadick-hill, 1683.

St. James, Weﬁmmﬁer, 1675.

St. L Jewry, fireet, 1677.

St. Magnus, London-bridge, 1676 ; and the feeple in 1705.

_St. Mavgaret, Lothbury, 1690.

St. Margaret Pattens, Little Tower-fireet, 1687.

St. Martin’s Ludgate, 1684.

St. Mary Abchurch, Abehurch-lane, 1686.

St. Mary's-at-hill, St. Mary’s-hill, 1672.

St. Mary’s Aldermary, Bow-lane, 1672.

$t. Mary Megdalen, Old Fith-fireet, 1685.

St. Mary Somerfet, Queenhithe, Thames-fireet, 1683.

St. Mary-le-Bow, Cheapfide, 1683. This church was built on the wall of

a very ancient one in the early time of the Roman colony ; the roof is
arched, and fupported with ten Coriuthian columns; but the principal

. ornament is the fteeple, which is deemed an admirable piece of archi-~

.

tefture, not to be paralleled by that of any other parochial church. Tt
rifea from the ground a fquare tower, plain at bottom, and is carried
up to & eonfiderable height in this thape, but with more ornament as jt
advances. The principat decoration of the lower part is the door-cafe ; a
lofty, noble arch, faced with a bold and well-wronght ruftic; raifed on a
plain folid courfe from the foundation. Within the arch, is a portal of
the Dorie order, with well-propertioned columns; the frieze is orma.
raented with triglyphs, and with fculpture in the metopes. There are
fome other flight ornaments in this part, which is terminaed by an ele-
gant cornice, over which rifes a plain courfe, from which the dial pro-
je@s. Above this, in each face, there is an «rched window, with Ionic
pilafters at the fides. The entablature of the order is well wrought ; it '
bas the (welling frieze, and fupports on the cornice an elegant batuftrade,
with Attic pillars over Ionic columns, Thefe fuftain elegant ferolls, on
which. are placed urns with flames, and from this pm the fteeple rifes

wircular. There is a plain cousfe to the height of half the fevolls,and upon
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~- this is raifed an elegant circular feries of Corinthian columns. Thefe
fupport a fecond balufirade with ferolls; and above there is placed
another feries of columns of the Compofite order; while, from the
entablature, rifes 4 fet of ferolls fupporting the fpire, which is placed
on balls; and terminated by a globe, on which is fixed a vane. '

St. Mary Woolnoth’s, Lombard-ftreet, repaired in 1677.

St. Mary, Aldermanbury, rebuilt 1677.

St. Matthew, Friday-fireet, 1685. )

St. Michael, Bafinghall-fireet, 1679. o

8t. Michuel Royal, College-hill, 1694.

St. Michael, Queenhithe, Trinity-lane, 1677.

St. Michael, Wood-fireet, 1675.

St. Michael, Crooked-lane, 1688.

St. Michael, Cornhill, 1672.

St. Mildred, Bread-ftreet, 1683.

St. Mildred, Poultry, 1676.

St. Nicholas, Cole abbey, Old Fith-ftreet, 1677.

8t. Olave’s, Old Jewry, 1673, '

St. Peter’s, Cornhill, 1681.

St. Sepulchre’s, Snow-hill, 1670.

St. Stephen’s, Coleman-fireet, 1676. ' .

St. Stephen’s, Walbrook, behind the Manﬁon-houfe, 1676 Many ea-
comiums have been beftowed on this church for its interior beauﬁea
The dome is finely proportioned to the church, and divided intg
fmall compartments, decorated with great elegance, and crowned with
a lantern ; the robf is alfo divided into compartments, and fuppbrted
by noble Corinthian columns raifed on  cheir- pedeftals. This churdhi'
has three aifles and a crofs aifle,. is, 7 5 feet Iong, 36 broad, 34 hlgb,
and 58 to the lantem. It is famous all over Europe, and 1ulﬂy
reputed the mafter-piece of fir Chrifiophcr Wren. There is not'a
heauty of which the plan would admit, that is not to be found here in
+its greateft perfection. v

St. Swithin’s, Cannon-flreet, 1673. N

St. Vedaft, Foﬁer-lane, 1697. ’

‘While thefe churches, and other public bmldmgs,
were going forward under the diretion of Sir

'Chriftopher Wren, king Charles did not ‘confine his’

improvements to England alone, but commanded

'Sir William Bruge, bart. Grand Mafter of Scotland,
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‘to rebuild the palace of Holyrood-houfe at Edin-
burgh ; which was acqpi‘dingly executed by that ar-
chire in the beft Auguftan ftile. ‘

~ During the profecution of the great works above
defcribed, the private bufinefs of the Society was not
negleed ; lodges were held at different places, and
many new ones conflituted, to which the bc& arch:-
tets reforted.

In 1674, the earl of Rivers refigned the office of
Grand Mafter, and was fucceeded by George Villiers,
duke of Buckingham. He left the care of the bre-
thren to his wardens, and Sir Chriftopher Wren,
who fill continued to at as deputy. In 1679, the
duke refigned in favour of Henry Bennet, earl of
Arlington. Though this nobleman was too deeply
engaged in ftate-affairs to attend to the duties of Ma-
fonry, the lodges continued to meet regularly under
his fan&ion, and many refpeétable gentlemen joined
the Fraternity.

On the death of the king in 1685, James IL fuc-
ceeded to the throne; during whofe reign the Fra-
ternity were much negle€ted. The earl of Arlington
dying this year, the lodges met in communication,
“and ele@ed Sir Chriftopher Wren Grand Mafter,
who appointed Gabriel Cibber and Mr. Edward
Strong * his wardens. Mafonry continued in a de- .
clining ftate for many years, and a few lodgcs only
occaﬁoml]y met in different places.

. * Both thefe gentlemen were members of the old lodge of St. Paul
with fir Cbriflopher Wren, and bore a principal fhare in all the improve-
ments which took place after the fire of London ; the latter, in particuls,

difplayed his abilities in the cathedral of St. Paul. .
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At the Revolution, the Society was fo much re-
duced in the fouth of Englami, ‘that no more than
{even reglar lodges met in London and its fuburbs,
of which twe only were worthy of notice; the old
lodge of St. Paul’s, over which Sir Chriftopher had
prefided during the building of that firuture 3 and
a lodge at St. Thomas’s-hofpital, Southwark, over
-which Sir Robert Clayton, then lord mayor of Lon-
don, prefided, during the rebuilding of that hofpital®.

King William having been privately initiated into
Mafonry in 1693, approved the choice of Sir Chrif-
topher Wren as Grand Mafter, and honoured the
Jodges with his royal fanétion ; particularly one at
‘Hampton Court, at which it is faid his majefty fre-
quently prefided during the building of the new part
of that palace. Kenfington palace was built during
this reign, undgr the dire&ion of Sir Chriftopher;
as were alfo Chelfea-hofpital, and the palace of
Greenwich ; the latter of which had been recently
converted into an hofpital for feamen, and finithed
after the defign of Inigo Jones.

At a general aflembly and feaft of the Mafons in
1697, many noble and eminent brethren were

. prefent; and among the reft, Charles duke of Rich~
mond and Lenox, who was at that time Mafter of
the lodge at Chichefter. His grace was propofed
and eleCted Grand Matter for the following year;
and having engaged Sir Chriftopher Wren to a& as
his deputy, he appmntcd Edward Strong fenior and
Edward Strong junior his wardens. His grace con=

# See the Book of Conftitutions, 1738, p.106, 107.
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tinued in office only one year, and was fucceeded by
Sir Chriftopher, who continued at the head of the
Fraternity till the death of the king in 1702.

During the following reign, Mafonry made no con-
fiderable progrefs. Sir Chriftopher’s age and infir-
mities drawing off his attention from the duties of his
~ -office, the lodges decreafed, and the annual feftivals
-were entirely negle€ted *. The old lodge at St.
‘Paul’s, and a few others, continued to meet regularly,
‘but confifted of few members+. To increafe their
‘numbers, a propofition was made, and afterwards
agreed to, that the privileges of Mafonry fhould no
longer be reftrited to operative Mafons, but ex-
tend to men of various profeffions, provided they were
regularly approved and initiated into the Order. In
confequence of this refolution, many new regulations
took place, and the Society once more rofe into notice
and efteem.. .

SECT. VIIL
Hiffory of the 'Revival 'qf Mafonry in the South of
England.

ON the acceflion of George I. the Mafons in Lon-
don and its environs, finding themfelves deprived of
Sir Chrittopher Wren, and their annual meetings
difcontinued, refolved to cement under a new Grand
Matter, and to revive the communications and annual
feftivals of the Society. With this view, the lodges
at the Goofe and Gridiron in St. Paul’s Church-
yard, the Crown in Parker’s-lane near Drury-lane,
the Apple-Tree Tavern in Charles-ftreet Covent-

* Book of Conftitutions, 1738, p. 108. + Ibid,
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Garden, and the Rummer and Grapes Tavern in
Channel-row Weftminfter, the only four lodges in
being in the fouth of England at that time, with
fome other old brethren, met at the Apple-Tree Ta-
vern above-mentioned in February 1717 ; and having
voted the oldeft. Mafter-mafon then prefent into the
chair, conftituted themfelves a Grand Lodge pro
tempore in due form. At this meeting it was refolved
to revive the quarterly communications of the Fra-
ternity ; and to hold the next annual affembly and
feaft on the 24th of June, at the Goofe and Grid-
iron in St. Paul’s Church-yard, (in compliment to the
oldeft lodge, which then met there,) for the purpofe
of cle@ing a Grand Mafter among themfelves, till
they fhould have the honour of a noble brother at
their head. Accordingly, on St. John the Baptift’s
day 1717, in the third year of the reign of king
George 1., the aflembly and feaft were held -at the
faid ‘houfe ; when the oldeft Mafter-mafon, and the
Matfter of a lodge, having taken the chair, a lift of
proper candidates for the office of Grand Mafter was
produced : and the names being feparately propofed,
the brethren, by a great majority of hands, eleCted
Mr. Anthony Sayer Grand Mafter of Mafons for
the enfuing yeai'; who was forthwith invefted by
the faid oldeft Mafter, inftalled by the Maiter of the
oldeft lodge, and duly congratulated by the aflembly,
who paid him homage. The Grand Mafter then
entered on the duties of his office, appointed his
Wardens, and commanded the brethren of the four
lodges to meet him and his Wardens quarterly in
communication, enjoining them at the fame -time
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to recommend to all the Fratemity a pun&lual at~
tendance on the next annual affembly and feaft.

" Among a variety of regulations which were pro-
pofed and agreed to at this meeting, was the follow-
ing; ¢ That the privilege of affemblmg- 3s Mafons,
which had been hitherto unlimited *, thould be vefted
i certain lodges or affemblies of Mafons convened
in certain places 4 and that every lodge to be here-
after convened, except the four old -lodges at this
time exifting, fhould be legally authorifed te act by
s warrant from the Gtand Mafter for'the time being,
granted to certain individuals by petition, with the
confent and approbation of the Grand T.odge in

_ cominunication; and that without fach warrant no
lodge fhould be hereafter deemed regular or confti-
tutional.” In confequence of this regulation, fe-
veral new lodges were foon after convened in differ-
ent parts of London and its environs, and the Maf«
ters and Wardens of thefe lodges were commanded
to attend the meetings of the Grand Lodge, make a
regular report of their proceedings, and tranfmit to
the Grand Mafter, from time to time, a copy of any
bye-laws they might form for their own government;
that no laws eftablifhed among them might be eon-
trary to, or fubverfive of, the general regulations by
which the Fraternity had been long governed, and

* A fufficient number of Mafons met together within a certain diftrict;
with the confent of the fheriff or chiel magiftrate of the place, were
empowered, at this time, to make Mafons, and pratife the rites of
Mafonry, without warrant of Conflitution. The privilege was inherent
in themfelves as individunls ; and this privilege is flill enjoyed by the two
old lodges now cxtant, which a& by immemorial conftitution.
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; which had been fanQlioned by the foux Lodg;s when
"convened as a Grand Lodge in 1727. .- -
In compliment to the brethren of the foup. qld
- lodgesy by whom the Grand Lodge was ﬁr&,fpxmed,,
it was vefolved, ¢'That every privilege which they
-colleQively enjoyed by virtue of their immemorial
rights, they thould ftill centinuc to enjoy; and that
.no law, ruley oor regulation to be hereafter made or
. pafled in. Grand Lodge, fhould ever deprive them of
fuch: pnivilege, or encroach on any landmark which
was at that time . eftablifhed as the ftandard of
mafonic government.” This refolution being cow-
.firmed, the old Mafdns in the metropelis, agreeably
.to the refolutiona of the hrethren at‘large, vefted all
- their inherent privileges as individuals ia the four
old lodges, in truft that they would never fuffer the
old charges and ancient landmarks to be infringed.
"The four old lodges then agreed to extend their pa-
tronage to every lodge which fhould hereafter be
-confituted by the Grand Lodge according to the
new regulations of the Society; and while fuch
lodges a@ted in conformity to the ancient conftitu-
tions of the Order, to admit their Mafters and Wag-
-dens to. fhave with them all the privileges of the
.Grand Lodge, excepting precedence of rank.
Matters being thus amicably adjufted, the brethren
of the four old lodges confidered their attendance en
the future communications of the Society as unne-
ceflary ; and therefore, like the other lodges, trufted
. - ipplicitly to their Mafter and Wardens, refting fa-
tisfied that no meafure of importance would be
.adapted without their approbation. The officers of
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‘the old lodges, however, foon began to difcover, that
the new lodges, being equally reprefented with them
at the communications, might, in procefs of time, fo
-far out-number the old ones, as to have it in their
power, by a majority, to encroach on, or even fub-
vert, the privileges of the original Mafons of Eng-
-land, which had been centered in the four old lodges,
~with the concurrence of the brethren at large;
therefore, they very wifely formed a code of laws
-for the future government of the Society, to which
“was-annexed a conditional claufe, which the Grand
-Mafter for the time being, his fucceffors, and the
‘Mafter of every lodge to be hereafter conftituted,
“were bound to preferve inviolate in all time coming.
“To commemorate this circumftance, it has been cuf-
tomary fince that time, for the Mafter of the oldeft
lodge to attend every Grand Inftallation ; and taking
precedence of all prefent, the Grand Mafter only ex-
‘cepted, to deliver the book of the original conftitu-
“tions to the new inftalied Grand Mafter, on his en-
-gaging to fupport the ancient charges and general
-yegulations. The conditional claufe above referred
‘to, runs thus: ,

s Every annual Grand Lodge has an inberent power
¢ and authority to make #ew regulations, or to alter
¢ thefes for the real benefit of this ancient Fraternity;
¢ provided always THAT THE OLD LAND-MARKS BE
€ CAREFULLY PRESERVED : and that fuch alterations

-6¢ and new regulations be propofed and agreed to at.

¢ the third quarterly communication preceding the
-¢¢ annual grand feaft ; and that they be offered alfo
¢ to the perufal of a// the brethren before dinner, in

,

———————— e  ————
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¢ writing, even of the youngeft apprentice ; the appro-
¢ bation and confent of the majority of all the bre-
% thren prefent, being abfolutely neceﬂ'ary to make
¢ the fame binding and obligatory.”

This remarkable claufe, with thirty-cight rcgula-
tions preceding it, all of which are printed in the firft.
edition of the Book of Conftitutions, were approved,’
and confirmed by.one hundred and fifty brethren, at
an annual affembly and feaft held at Stationers-hall
on St. John the Baptift’s day 1721 %, and .in their
prefence fubfcribed by the Mafter and Wardens of
the four old lodges on the one part: and by Philip:
duke of Wharton, then Grand Mafter ; Theophilus
Defaguliers, M. D. and F.R.S. Deputy Grand
Mafter; Jofhua Timfon, and William Hawkins,
Grand Wardens; and the Maflers and Wardens of
fixteen lodges which had been conftituted between
1717 and 1721, on the other part.

By the above prudent precaution of our ancient
brethren, the original conftitutions were eftablithed
as the bafis of all future mafonic jurifdi@ion in the
fouth of England ; and the ancient land-marks, as
they are emphatically ﬁyled or the boundaries fet
up as checks to innovation, were carefully fecured
againft the attacks of future invaders. The four old
lodges, in confequence of the above compa&, in
which they confidered themfelves as a diftinét party,
continued to a& by their original authority ; and fo
far from furrendering any of their rights, had them

# See the firft edition of the Book of Conflitetions, p. 58,
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. frequently ratified and confirmed' by the whole Fra-
ternity in ‘Grand Lodge affembled, who always ac-

knowledged their independent and immemorial power

to pralife the rites of Mafonry. No regulatiens of
the Society which might hereafter take place could
therefore .operate with refpect to thofe ladges, i fuch
régulations were contrary to, or fubverfive of, the
original conititutions by which only they were go-

verned ; and while their proceedings were conform- *

: able to 'thofe conftitutions, no power known in
Mafonry.could legally deprive them of any nght or
privilege which they had ever enjoyed. - -

The neceflity of fixing the original conftitations
as the ftandard by which all future laws-in the So»
cicty are to be regulated, was fo cleasly underftood
and defined by the whole Fraternity at this time,
that 4t was eftablifhcd as an unerring rule, at every.
inftallation, public and private, for many years after-.
wards, to make the Grand Mafter, and the Mafters
and Wardens of every lodge, engage to {uppert the

~ original conftitutions; to the-obfervance of which
alfo,every Mafon :was bound at his.initiation. Who-
ever acknewledges the univerfality of Mafenry to be
its highe{t glory, muit admit the prapriety of this
conduct; for were no flandard fixed for the go-
vernment of the Society, Mafonry might.be expofed

tp perpetual vaniations, which . would effetually de-

ftroy all the good effects that have hitherto refulted .

fram its univerfality and extended progrefs *.

* When '(he earlier ed'!t.ions‘of this bock were_printed, the author was
not fufficiémly acquitnted with this part ‘of the “hifory 6f Mafonry in
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During the admiaiftration of 1
ciety made little progrefs. Sevez

Englmd. * The sbove.particulars have been cs
‘records -and swthentic manufcripts, and are in
the old books of the Lodge of Antiquity, as w
aditions of the Book of Conftitutions.

The following account of the four old lodge’ may prove nccepuble to
many readers ;- .

- 1. The old lodge of 8t. Paul, now nemed the Lodge of Antiquity,
No. 1, formexly held at the Goafe and Gridiron in St. Paul's Chusch-
yord, is ftill extant (in 1812), and regularly meets at the Free-mafons
Tavern in Great Quecn-fircet, Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, on the fourth
Wednefday of Jenuary, February, March, April, May, O&ober, and
November, every year. The todge if in a veryflourifhing flate, and,
ander the dire@ion of His Royal Highnefs the Duke of Suffex, now
poffeffes fome valuable records and curious ancient relics.

2. The old lodge, No. 2, formerly held at the crown in Parker s-]ane
in Drury-lane, has been extinét above fifty years, by the death of its
membas... .

3. The; oM lodgl, No. 3, formerly held at the Apple«ree Tavern, in
Charles-ftrcet, Covent Giarden, has been diffolved many years. By the
lift of Lodges inferted in the Boak of Conftitutions printed in 17388, it
appears that, in February 1722-3, this lodge was removed to the Queen’s
Head, in Knave's Acre, on account of fome -difference among its mem-
" beis; and-thet tHe members who met there, carse uader a new cons
fiitution ; though, fays the Book of Conftitutions, they wanted it noty
. and ranked as No. 10, in the lit. Thus they mconﬁdemtclv renounced
their former rank under an immemorial confiitution. T

4. The lodge, No. l,'fonnetly heldat the Rummerand G'rapes Tavern,
in Chapnel-row, Weftminfler, was thenoe remwoved to the. o Tavetn
in New Palace Yard, where it continued to meet regularly till within thefe
few years; when, finding themfelves in a declining flate, themombesy
agyeed .0 wcorpornte with a new and flowrithing «lodge ‘under “the : donw
Ritution.of the. Grand Lodge, intitled The Samerjet-lzoufe Lalge,mhwh
mmedwly affumed their rank.

. Jtiga qud.hpn ther will admit.of fome (hfcuﬂion, nhafher aby iof: dm

oldlodges ¢an, while they exift as lodges, furyemder-their righes-sf
¥ as thofe rights feem 30 have been granted by the old Mafons of the-netyos

e
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the old lodges ; but there appear to have been only
two new lodges conftituted under bis aufpices.

- Mr. Sayer was fucceeded, in 1718, by George
Payne efq.; who was very afiduous in recom-
mending a ftri& obfervance of the communications.
He colle&ted many valuable manufcripts on the {ub-
Je& of Mafonry, and being determined to {pare no
pains to make himfelf acquainted with the original
government of the craft, he earneftly defired that the
brethren would bring to the Grand Lodge any old
writings or records concerning the Fraternity, to:
fhew the ufages of ancient times. In confequence
.of this general intimation, feveral old copies of the

Gothic conftitutions were produced, arranged, and '

digefted.

On the 24th of June 1719, another aﬂ'cmbly

and feaft was held at the Goofe and Gridiron

before-mentioned, when Dr. Defaguliers was una-
nimoufly ele®ed Grand Mafter. At this feaft

the old, regular, and peculiar toafts or healths of
the Frce-mafons were introduced ; and from this’

time we may date the rife of Free-mafonry on its
prefent plan in the South of England. The lodges,
which had confiderably increafed by the vigilance
of the Grand Mafter, were vifited by many old

polis to them in truft; and any individual member of the four old lodges

might obje@ 10 the furrender, and in that eafe they never could be given:

wp. The four old ladges always preferved their original power of making,
pafing, and raifing Mafons, being termed Mafters lodges; while the

_ other lodges, for many years afterwards, hed no fuch power, it haviag
bmtheeuﬁmbpq/&mdrmfctheMt‘omm by them at the Grand
Lodge only.

. e

—— &
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Mafons who had long ticglef&ed the Craft, feveral no-
blemen were initiated, and a number of new lodges
canftituted.
- Atan affembly and feaft held at the Goofc an&
Gridiron on the 24th June 1720, George Payne efq.
was re-cle€ted Grand Mafter, and' under his mild
and: vigilant admxmﬁrztm the lodges commubd t6
floyrifh.: . 3
"This year, at fome of the private lodges, to the ir<
reparable lofs of the Fraternity, feveral ‘valuable
manufcripts, concerning the lodges, regulations,
chaxges, : fecrets, and ufages of Mafons, (particularly
oae written by Mr. Nicholas Stone, the warden undet
Inigo Jones,) were too haftily burnt by fome fcrapus
lous brethren, who were alarmed at the intended
publication of -the mafonic conftitutions. S
"~ Ata.quarterly communication held this year atthc
Goofe and Gridiron, on the feftival of St. John the
Evangelift, it was. agreed, That, in future, the new
Grand Mafter thall be named and propofed to the
Grand Lodge fome time before the feaft *; and; if
approved, and prefent, he fhall be faluted as Grand
Mafter ele&t: and that every Grand Mafter, when he

" is inftalled, fhall have the fole power of appointing

Ll

his deputy and wardens, according to ancient cuftom:

- At a Grand Lodge held in ample form-on’ Lady~
day '1721, brother Payne propofed for his ficceffor;
John duke of Montague, at that time Mafter. of d
lodge.. His' graee, being prcfent, received: the comw

* By an old record ef the lodge of Anuqu-ty, it appeam that (he nowy
Grand Mafter was always propofed and prefented for upprobmon m thnt
ledgc before his ele@iorin the Grand Lodge.

L
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phments qt' the Grand Lodge. The brethren exprefled
great joy at the profpect of being once more patro-
nifed by the nobility ; and unanimoufly agreed, that
the next affembly and feaft fhouid be held at Sta-
tioners’-hall ; and that a proper number of ftewards
fhould be appointed to provide the entertainment.
Mr. Jofiah Villenau, an upholder in, the Borough,
however, generoufly undertook the whole manage-
ment of the bufinefs, and received the thanks of the
Society for his attention.

While Mafonry was {preading its influence over
the Southern part of the kingdom, it was not neg-
leQed in the North. The General Affembly, or
Grand Lodge at York, continued regularly to meet
as heretofore. In 170§, under the dire&ion of Sir
George Tempeft bart., then Grand Mafter, feveral
lodges met, and many worthy brethren were initiated
in York and its neighbourhood. Sir George ‘being
fucceeded by the Right Hon. Robert Benfon, lord
mayor of York, a number of meetings of the. Frater-
nity was held at different times in that city, and the
grand feaft during his mafter-fhip is faid to have
been very brilliant, Sir William Robinfon, bart.
fucceeded Mr. Benfon in the office of Grand Mafter,
and the Fraternity feem to have confiderably increafed
in the North under his aufpices. He was fucceeded
by Sir Walter Hawkefworth bart. who governed the
Society with great credit. At the expiration of his
mafterthip, Sir George Tempeft was ele@ted a fecond
time Grand Mafter; and from the time of his elec-
tion in 1714 to 1725, the Grand Lodge continued
regularly to affemble in York under the dire&ion of
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Charles Fairfax ch. Sir Walter Hawkefworth bart.

Edward Bell efq. Charles ‘Bathurft efq. Edward .

Thomfon efq. M. P. ‘John Johnfon M. D. and John
- Marfden efq. all of whom, in rotation, during the
above period, regularly filled the office of Grand
Matfter in the North of England.

From this account, which is authenticated by the
books of the Grand Lodge in York, it appears, that
the revival of Mafonry in the South of England did
not interfere with the proceedings of the Fraternity

in the North. For a feries of years the moft perfect

bharmony fubfifted between the two Grand Lodges,
and private lodges flourithed in both parts of the
kingdom under their feparate jurifdi®ion. The only
diftin@ion which the Grand Lodge in the North ap-
pears to have retained after the revival of Mafonry in
the South, is in the title which they claim, viz. The
Grand Ledge of all England; while the Grand
Lodge in the South pafles only under the denomina-
tion of The Grand Lodge of England. The latter, on
account of its fituation, being encouraged by fome of
the principal nobility, foon acquired confequence
and reputation ; while the former, reftrited to fewer,
though not lefs refpetable, members, feemed gra-
dually to decline. 'Till within thefe few years, how-
ever, the authority of the Grand Lodge in York has
never been challenged ; on the contrary, every Ma-
fon in the kingdom has always held it in the higheft
veneration, and confidered himfelf bound by the
charges which originally fprung from that afembly.

" To be ranked as defcendants of the original- York -

Mafons, was the glory and boaft of the brethrea in
L3 :

R LY
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almoft every country where Mafonry has been regu-
larly eftablifhed ; and, from the prevalence and uni-
verfality of the idea, that in the city of York Ma-
.fonry wag firft authorifed by charter, the Mafons of
England have recéived tribute from the firft ftates
in Europe. Itis much to be regretted, that any fe-
parate interefts fhould have deftroyed the focial inter-
courfe of Mafons ; but it is no lefs rémarkable than
true, that the brethren in the North and thofe in the
South are now in'a manner unknown to each other.
Notwithftanding the pitch of eminence and {plendour
at which the Grand Lodge in London has arrived,
neither the lodges of Scotland nor Ireland court its
correfpondence. This unfortunate eircumftance has
been attributed to the introdution of a-few modern
innovations among the lodges in thé South.: To re-
move this prejudice, the Grand dege havé refolved
to refume the original praQtices of the Sotiety, “and
‘have inftituted a Lodge of Promulgation for the more
- regular diffufion of the Art. They have alfo éfta-
blithed a friendly intercourfe with the Grand Lodge
of Scotland, which is now tnder the banner -of His
Royal Highnefs the Prince'of "Walés.- As.to the

coolnefs which has fubfifted 'between the Grand
Lodge in York and the Grand Lodge in London,
another reafon is affigned. A 'few brethren at York
" having, on fome trivial dceafion, feceded from: their
ancient lodge, they applied to Londen for a warrant
of conftitution ; and withdut inquiry into the merits
of the cafe, their application was honoured. Inftead
of being recommended to the Mother Lodge to be
reftored to favour, thefe brethren were ‘encouraged
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intheiy revolt ;: and permitted, under the banner of
the Grand Lodge in.London, ta-apen a sew lodge
in the city of Yorkitfelf. This unguarded act juitly
offended the Grand Lodge of York, and occafioned
a breach, which time, and a proper attention to the
rules of d:eOrder, enly €an repau. ;

i Lot ‘QJ,..

. SECT. VIII.

Hiﬂory of Mafonry from its wad £ tbe South of
i Ehgland till the Dedth of King George L

THE reputatxon of ghe Socxety bemg now efta.
bhﬂ'xed many noblemer\) and gentlemen of- the firlt
rank dxefY red to ‘be received into the lodges, which in-
creafed confiderably dunng the adminiftration of Mr.
Payne The duties of ‘Mafonry were found to be a
pleaﬁng relaxation from the fatigue, of. buﬁnefs 3 and
in the lodge, uninfluenced by politics or party, ahappy

_union was effeed among the moﬁ rcfp:&able cha—
ra&ers in the kingdoim. :.""

- On the 24th of June 1721, Grand Ma&er Paync
and. his wardens, with the former grand officers, and
the mafters and wardens of twelve lodges, met the
Grand Mafter ele at the Queen’s Arms ‘Tavern in
St. Paul’s Church-yard *, where the Grand Lodge
was opencd in ample form.” Havmg confirmed the
proceedmgs of the'laft Grand Lodge, feveral gentle~
men were initiated into Mafonry at the requeft of the
duke of Montagu ; and, among the reft, Philip lord

- Stanhope, afterwards carl of Chefterfield. From the

+ #Theold lodge of St, Paul's, now the Lodge of Antiquity, haviog
been removed hither. ;

‘,'3
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Queen’s Arms the Grand Lodge marched in procef-
fion in their clothing to Stationers’-hall in Ludgate-
ftreet, where they were joyfully received by one
hundred and fifty brethren, properly clothed. The
Grand Mafter having made the firft procefion round
the hall, took an affeQtionate leave of his brethren;
and being returned to his place, the duke of Mon-
tague was proclaimed his fucceflfor for the enfuing
year. The general regulations which had been com-
piled by Mr. Paynein 1721 %, and compared with
the ancient records and immemorial ufages of. the
Fraternity, were read, and met with general appro-
bation; after which Dr. Defaguliers ‘delivered an
clegant oration on Mafonry.

Soon after his ele&tion the Grand Mafter gave con-
vincing proofs of his zeal and attention, by com-
manding Dr. Defaguliers and James Anderfon A. M.,

- men of genius and education, to revife, arrange, and

digeft the Gothic contftitutions, old charges, and ge-
neral regulations. This tafk they faithfully exccuted 3

* and at the enfuing Grand Lodge held at the Queen’s

Arms St. Paul’s Church-yard, on the 27th of De-
cember 1721, being the feftival of St. John the
Evangelift, the fame was prefented for approbatian.
A committee of fourteen learned brothers was ap-
pointed to examine the manufcript, and make their
report. On this occafion feveral very inftruive
le@ures were delivered, and much ufeful information .
given by a few old Mafons. .
At a Grand Lodge held at the Fountain Tavern in
the Strand, in ample form, on the 25th of March

¢ Bee the Book of Conftitutions printed in 1723.
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1722, the committee reported, that they had perufed
the manufcript, containing the hitory, charges, re-
gulations, &c. of Mafonry, and, after fome amend-
ments, had approved thereof. The Grand Lodge
ordered the whole to be prepared for the prefs, and
printed with all poffible cxpedition. This order was
ftrictly obeyed, and within lefs than two years the
Book of Conftitutions appeared in print, under the
following title : ¢ The Book of Conftitutions of the
¢ Free-Mafons: containing the Hiftory, Charges,
% Regulations, &c. of that Moft Ancient and Right
¢ Worthipful Fraternity. For the Ufe of the
¢ Lodges.” London, 1723.

In January 1722-3, the duke of Montagu ro-
figned the office of Grand Mafter in favour of the
duke of Wharton, who was very ambitious to attain
it. His refignation proceeded from the motive of
reconciling the brethren to this nobleman, who had
incurred their difpleafure, by having convened, in
oppofition to the refolutions of the Grand Lodge on
the 25th of March, an irregular affembly of Mafons
at Stationers’-hall, on the. feftival of St. John the
Baptift, in order to get himfelf eleGted Grand Mafter.
The duke of Wharton, fenGble of the impropriety of
his condu&, publicly acknowledged his error; and

~ promifing in future a tri¢t conformity and obedience
to the refolutions of the Society, he was, with the
general confent of the brethren, approved as Grand
Matfter ele& for the enfuing year. His grace was
“regularly invéfted and inftalled on the 17th of Janu-
ary 1722-3 by the duke of Montagu, and congratu-
lated by upwards of twenty-five lodges, who were

L4
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prefent in the Grand Lodge on that occafioh. - The
 diligence and attention of the duke of Wharton to the
duties of his .new office foon recovered and efta-
blifhed his reputation in the Society, and under his
patronage Mafonry made a confiderable progrefs in
the South of England. During his prefidency, the
office of, Grand: Secretary was firft, eflablithed, and
‘William Cowper efq. appointed, who executed. the
duties of that department feveral years. - -
,» The duke of :Buccleugh fucceeded the duke of
Wharton in 1723. Being abfent on the annwal fefti-
val, he was inftailed by proxy at-Merchant-taylors’-
hall, in prefence of 400 Mafons. This nobleman was
19 lefs attached to Mafonry than his predeceflor:
~ +1In the following 'year his grace was fucceeded by
the duke of Richmond, under whofe adminiftration
the. Commu:ccc of Chamy was m{htutcd Lord

e The dnke of Buccleugh firft propofed the fcbgme of raifing & genenl
,untl for dlﬁreﬂ'ed Mafons.  Lord* Palﬂey, Dr. Defaguliers, ‘Colonel
Floughton, anda few other brethren, fupported the dwke's propofiion ;
and the Grand Lodge sppointed a comxitter: to confillés of: the moft ef-
,fg&ual means of - carrying :he fcheme into execution. The Teport of the
committee Was trapfiitted to the lodges, and aftemrds approved by the
Grand Lodge. 'The difpofal of the charity was ﬁl‘ﬂ vefted in -feven bre-
shren'; bur memmben being found toq forall, nine more.were added.
lmas afterwqu tefolved, 'that twelve mafiers of comtributing lodges, in
rotation, with the Grand Ofﬁcers, fhould form the Committee; and by
another regulation’ ﬁnce made, {t has Been determined, " that all Paft
‘and Prefent Grand’ Oﬂicen .with the Maflers of all regular lodges which
hall hiave contribnted within twelve mondm 0 the chamy, fhall be mem-
hers. of the Committee.

The Committee meets four times in the year, by vittue of a fummons
“From the Grand Mafter or his Deputy. ~ The petitions of the brethren who
-apply for charity, are confidered-at thefe meetings; and if the petitioner
be found a-defgzving objed; He is immeodiately refieved with five pounds :

. m——
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PRaiiley, afterwaids:earl-of Abercorm, having been ac«
tive in promoting this new cftablithment, was eleCled
Grand Mafker in. the end of the year 1725. Being in
the country at the time, his lordfhip was inftalied by
proxy. ' During his abfence,” Dr. Defaguliers, who
- had been appointed his députy, was very attentive to
the duties of his office, by vifiting the lodges, and di-
ligently promoting Mafonry. On his lordfhip’s re-
turn to town, the earl of Inchiquin was propofed to
fucceed him, and was ele@ted in February 1726. The
Society now flourithed in town and country, and
under the patronage of this nobleman the Art was
propagated with confiderable fuccefs. This period
was rendered remarkable, by the brethren of Wales
firft uniting under the banner of the Grand Lodge in
London. InWales are found fome vencrable remains
of ancient Mafonry, and many ftately ruins of cattles,
exccuted in the Gothic ftyle, which evidently demon-
ftrate that in former times the Fraternity muft have

if the circumftances of his cafe are of a peculiar nature, his petition is
referred 1o the next Communication, where he is relieved with any fum the
comppittee may have fpecified, not exceeding twenty guineas at one time.
By thefe means the diftrefled have always found ready relief from this ge-
seral charity, which is folely fupported by the voluntary contributions of
different lodges ot of their private funds, without being burdenfome on
any member of the fociety.

- Thus the Committee of Charity has been eftablifhed among the Free and
Accepted Mafens in London; and though the fums anaually expended
1o relieve difirefled brethren have, for feveral years patt, amounted 10 many
thoufand pounds, there ftill remains a confiderable. fum in referve, which
is continually accuipulating by freth contributions.

All comphaints and informations arc confidered at the Committee of
Charity, from which a repott is made to the next Gnndl.odge where it
is generally approved.

Ls
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met with great encouragement in that part of the
ifland. Soon after this union, the office of Provincial
Grand Mafter * was inftituted, and the firft deputa-
tion granted by earl Inchiquin, on the 1oth of May
1727, to Hugh Warburton efq. for North Wales ;
and on the 24th of June following, to Sir Edward
Manfell bart. for South Wales. The lodges in the
country now .began to increafe, and deputations
were granted to feveral gentlemen, to hold the office
of Provincial Grand Mafter in different parts of
England, as well as in fome places abroad where
lodges had been conftituted by Englifh Mafons ; and
during the earl of Inchiquin’s mafterfhip, a warrant
was iffued for opening a new lodge at Gibraltar.
Among the noble’edifices which were finithed du-
ring the prefidency of this nobleman, was that ex-
cellent ftruéture the church of St. Martin in: the
Fields ; the foundation-ftone of which, it being a
royal parith church, was laid, in the king’s name, on
the 2gth of March 1721, by brother Gibb the archi--

* A Provincial Grand Mafter is the immediate reprefentative of the
Grand Mafter in the diftri&t over which he is limited to prefide ; and being
invefted with the power and honour of a Deputy Grand Mafter in his pro-
vince, may conflitute lodges therein, if the confent of the Mafters and
Wardens of three lodges already conftituted within his diftri& have been
obtained, and the Grand Lodge in London has not difapproved . thereof.
He wears the clothing of a Grand Officer, and ranks in all public affem-
blies immediately after Paft Deputy Grand Mafters. He muft in perfon,
or by deputy, attend the quarterly meetings of the Mafters and Wardens
of the lodges in his diftri&t, and tranfmit to the Grand Lodge, once in
cvery year, the proceedings of thofe meetings, with a regular flate of the
lodges under his jurifdi®tion. His officers are permitted to wear an apron
lined with blue £lk, within the province ; Mt that pnvnlege does not ex-
tend beyondit,
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te&, in prefence of the Lord Almoner, the furveyor
general, and a large company of the brethren.

SECT. IX.
Hiflory of Mafonry in England during the Reign of
King George 11.

- T firft Grand Lodge after the acceffion of
George II. to the thrane, was held at the Devil Ta-
vern, Temple-bar, on the 24th of June 1727; at
which were prefent, the earl of Inchiquin, Grand
Matter, his officers, and the Mafters and Wardens of
forty lodges. At this meeting it was refolved to extend
the privilege of voting in Grand Lodge to Paft
Grand Wardens *; that privilege having been hereto-
fore reftri¢ted to Paft Grand Mafters, by a refolution
of 21{t November 1724 ; and to Paft Deputies, by
another refolution of 28th February 1726.

The Grand Mafter having been obliged to take a
journey into Ireland before the expiration of his office,:
his lordthip tranfmitted a letter to William Cowper
efq. his Deputy, requefting him to convene a Grand
Lodge for the purpofe of nominating lord Colerane
Grand Maiter for the enfuing year. ‘A Grand Lodge
was accordingly convened on the 1gth of December
1727, when his lordfhip was regularly propofed
Grand Matfter ele&, and being unanimouflyapproved,

*® This privilege was certainly a peculiar favour; for the Grand Lodge,
by the old Conftitutions, could confift only of the Mafters and Wardens of
regular ledges, with the Grand Mafter and his Wardens at their head ; and
it had been cuftomary even for thefe Officers, at tlieir annual ele&ion, and
on other particular occafions, to withdraw, and leave the Mafters and
Wardens of the lodges to confuk together, that no undue influence might
warp their opinion.

L6
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‘on the'27th of the fame month, was duly invefted -
with the enfigns of his high office at a grand feaft at
Mercers’-hall, in the prefence of a numerous com-
_pany of the brethren. His lordfhip attended two
Commiunications during his mafterfhip, and feemed
to pay confiderable. attention to the duties of his of-
“fice. 'He conftituted feveral new lodges, and granted
a deputation to hold a lodge in St. Bernard’s-fireet,
Madrid.” At the laft Grand Lodge under his lord-
thip’s aufpices, Dr. Defaguliers moved, that the an-
cient office of Stewards might be revived, to affift the
Grand Wardens in preparing the feaft; when it was
agreed that their appointment fhould be annual, and
the number reftri€ted to twelve.

Lord ngﬁon fucceeded lord Colerane, and was
invefted ‘with the enfigns of his high office on the
27th of December 1728, at'a grand feaft held at
Mercers’-hall. His lordfhip’s zeal and attachment
to the Fratcrmty were very confpicuous, not only by
his fegular attendance on the Communications, but
by a generous prefent to the Grand Lodge, of a cu-
rious pedeftal, a rich cufhion with gold knobs and
fringes, a velvet bag, and a new jewel fet in gold for
the ufe of the Secretary. During his lordfhip’s ad-
miniftration, the Society flourithed at home and
abroad. Many lodges were conftituted, and among
the reft, a deputation was granted to George Pomfret
efq. authorifing him to open a new lodge at Bengal.
This gentleman firft introduced Mafonry into the
Englith fettlements in India, where it has fince made
fuch rapid progrefs, that, within thefe few years, up-
wards of fifty lodges have been conttituted there,
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cleven of which are now held in Bengal. The annual’
remittances to the charity and public funds of the
Society from this and the other factories of the Eaft’
India Company, amount to a confiderable fum.

At-a Grand Lodge held at the Devil Tavern on
the 27th of December 1729, Nathaniel Blackerby
efq., the Deputy Grand Matfter, being in the chair,
in the abfence of lord Kingfton, produced a letter
from his lordfhip, authorifing him to propofe the
duke of Norfolk Grand Mafter for the enfuing year.
"This nomination meeting with general approbation,
the ufual compliments were paid to his grace, who, -
being prefent, was faluted Grand Mafter ele€t ; and
at an affembly and feaft at Kcrchant-taylors’-hall on
the 29th of January following, duly invefted and in-
ftalled, according to ancient form, in the prefence of
a numerous and brilliant company of Mafons. His
abfence in Italy foon after his cletion, prevented him
from attending more than one Communication du-
ring his mafter(hip ; but the bufinefs of the Society
was diligently executed by Mr. Blackerby his Deputy,
on whom the whole management devolved. Among
other fignal proofs of his grace’s attachment to the
Society, he tranfmitted from Venice to England the
following noble prefents for the ufe of the Grand
Lodge: 1. Twenty pounds to the charity. 2. A large
folio book of the fineft writing paper, for the records
of the Grand Lodge, richly bound in Turkey and
gilt, with a curious frontifpiece in vellum, containing
the arms of Norfolk, amply difplayed, and a Latin
infcription of the family titles, with the arms of Ma-
fonry elegantly emblazoned. 3. A {word of ftate for
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the Grand Mafter, being the old trufty fword of Guf-
tavus Adolphus king of Sweden, which. was next.
worn by his brave fucceffor in war Bernard duke of
Saxe-Weimar, with both their names on the blade,
and further enriched with the arms of Norfolk in
filver on the fcabbard. For thefe prefents his grace
was voted the public thanks of the Society.

It is not furprifing that Mafonry fhould flourith
under fo refpe&able a banner. His grace appointed
a Provincial Grand Mafter over the lodges in the
Circle of Lower Saxony, and eftablifhed by deputa-
tion a Provincial Grand Lodge at New Jerfey in
America. A provincial patent was alfo made out
under his aufpiccs for Bengal. From this period
we may date the' commencement of the confequence
and reputation of the Society in Europe, as daily ap-
plications were made for conftituting new lodges,
and the mott refpectable charaéters of the age defired
their names to be enrolled in our records. .

The duke of Norfolk was fucceeded by lord Lovel,
afterwards earl of Leicefter, who was inftalled at
Mercers’-hall on the 29th of March 1731. His lord-
1hip bzing at the time much indifpofed with an ague,
was obliged to withdraw foon after his inflallation.
Lord Colerane, however, a&ted as proxy during the
feaft. On the 14th of May, the firt Grand Lodge
after lord Lovel’s ele&ion was held at the Rofe Ta-
vern in Mary-le-bone, when it was voted, that in
future all Paft Grand Mafters and their Deputics
fhall be admitted members of the Quarterly Com-
mittees of Charify, and that every committee fhall
have power to vote five pounds for the relief of any
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diftrefled Mafon; but no larger fum, without the
confent of the Grand Lodge in Communication
being firft had and obtained. This refolution is ftill
in force *.

~ During the prefidency of lord Lovel, the nobility
made a point of honouring the Grand Lodge with
their prefence. The dukes of Norfolk and Rich-
mond, the earl of Inchiquin, and lords Colerane and
Montagu, with feveral other perfons of diftinction,
generally attended; and though the fubferiptions
from the lodges were inconfiderable, the Society was
enabled to relieve many worthy obje&s with {mall
fums. As an encouragement to gentlemen to accept
the office of Steward, it was ordered that in future
each Steward fhould have the privilege of nominating
. his fucceffor at every annual grand feaft.

. The moft remarkable event of lord Lovel’s admi-
niftration, was the initiation of Francis duke of Lor-
raine, grand duke of Tufcany, afterwards emperor
of Germany. By virtue of a deputation from his
lordthip, a lodge was held at the Hague, where his
highnefs was received into the Two Firft Degrees of
the Order. At this lodge, Philip Stanhope, earl of
Chefterfield, then ambaflador there, prefided ;
Strickland efq. a&ed as Deputy, and Mr. Benjamin
Hadley with a Dutch brother as Wardens. His
highnefs coming to England the fame year, was ad-
vanced to-the Third Degree at an occafional lodge
convened for the purpofe at Houghton-hall in Nor-

* See the note in p. 224, 225,
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folk, the feat of Sir Robert Walpole 5 as was alfo.
Thomas Pelham, duke of Newcaitle. e
The Society being now in a very ﬂoun{hmg ftate,
deputations were granted from England, for efta-
blifhing lodges in Rufhia and Spain. - -~ "~
Lord Vifcount Montagu was inftalled Grand
Mafter at an affembly and feaft at Merchant Tay-
lors’-hall on the 1gth of April 1732. Among the
diftinguifhed perfonages prefent on that occafion
were the dukes of Montagu and Richmond ; the
_ earl of Strathmore ; and lords Colerane, Teynham,
and Carpenter; Sir Francis. Drake and Sir William
.Keith barts. and above four hundred othsr brethren.
At this meeting it was firlt propofed to have a coun-
try feaft, and agreed that the brethren fhould dine to«
gether at Hampftead onthe 24th of June, for which
purpofe cards of invitation were fent to feveral of
the nobility. On the day appointed, the Grand
Mafter and his Officers,. the dukes of Norfolk and
Richmond, the earl of Strathmore, lords Carpenter
and Teynham, and above a hundred other. brethren,
met at the Spikes at Hampftead, where an elegant
dinner was provided. Soon after dinner, the Grand
Mafter- refigned the chair to lord Teynham, and from
that time till the expiration. of his office never at-
tended another meeting of the Society. .. His lord-
thip granted a deputation for conftituting a lodge at
Valenciennes in French Flanders, and another for
opening a new lodge at the Hotel de Bufly in Paris.
Several other lodges were alfo conftituted under his
lordfhip’s aufpices ; but the Society was particularly
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indebted to Thomas Batfon efq. the Deputy Grand
Mafter, who waswery attentive to the duties of his
office, and carefully fupermtended the. govcrnmexit
of the Craft.

. The earl of Strathmore fucceedcd lord Montagu
in the office of Grand Mafter, and being in Scotland
at the time, was inflalled by proxy at an aflembly at
Mercers’-hall on the. 7th of June 3733. On the13th
of December a Grand Lodge was held at the Devil
Tavern, at which his lordthip and his officers, the earl
of Crawford, Sir Robert Manfel, a number of Paft
Grand Officers, and the Mafters and Wardens of
fifty-three lodges, were prefent. Several regulations
were confirmed at, this mecting refpe&ing the Coms
mittee of Charity ; and it was determined, that all
cemplaints in future to be brought before the Grand
Lodge, fhould be previoufly examined. by the Coms
mittee, and thence referred to the next Commum-
cation. . '

The hiftory of thc Socxcty at this penod aﬁ'ordl
few remarkable inftances to record. Some confider-
able donations were colleéted, and diftributed among
diftrefled Mafons, to encourage the fettlement of &
new colony which had been juft eftablithed at Geor-
giain America. Lord Strathmore fhewed every at-
tention to the duties of his office, and regularly at-
tended the meetings of ‘the. Grand Lodge: under
his aufpices the Society flourifhed at home and abroad,
and many genteel prefents were reccived from the
Eaft Indies. Eleven German Mafons applied for du-
thority to open a new lodge at Hamburgh under the
" patronage of the Grand Lodge of England, for which
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purpofe his lordthip was pleafed to grant a deputa-
tion ; and foon after, feveral other lodges were con-
ftituted in Holland under the Englifh banner.

The earl of Strathmore was fucceeded by the earl
of Crawford, who was inftalled at Mercers’-hall on
the 3oth of March 1734. Public affairs attralling
his lordfhip’s attention, the Communications during
his adminiftration were negleted. After eleven
months’ vacation, however, a Grand Lodge was con-
vened, at which his lordfhip attended, and apologized
for his long abfence. To atone for paft omiflion, he
commanded two Communications to be held in little
more than fix weeks. The dukes of Richmond and
Buccleugh, the earl of Balcarras, lord Weymouth,
and other eminent perfons, honoured the Grand
Lodge with their prefence during the earl of Craw-
ford’s prefidency.

The moft remarkable proceedings of the Socxety
at this period related to a new edition of the Book of
Conttitutions, which brother James Anderfon was
ordered to prepare for the prefs ; and which made
its appearance in January 1738, coafiderably en-
larged and improved.

Among the new regulations which took place un-
der the adminiftration of lord Crawford, was the
following : That if any lodge within the bills of mor-
tality fhall ceafe to meet during twelve calendar
months, the faid lodge fhall be erafed out of the lift 5
and if re-inftated, fhall lofe its former rank. Some
additional privileges were granted to the Stewards,
in confequence of an application for that purpofe ;
and to encourage gentlemen to ferve the office, it was
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agreed, that in future all Grand Officers, the Grand
Mafier excepted, fhall be elefted out of that body.
A few refolutions alfo pafled refpe@ing illegal ‘cons
ventions of Mafons, at which it was reported many
perfons had been initiated into Mafonry on fmall
.and unworthy confiderations. -

The earl of Crawford feems to have made another
encroachment on the jurifdiction of the Grand Lodge
in the city of York, by conftituting two lodges
within their diftri€ ; and by granting, without their
confent, three deputations, one for Lancafhire, a fe-
cond for Durham, and a third for Northumberland.
This circumftance the Grand Lodge in York highly
réfented, and ever after feemis to have viewed the
proceedings of the brethren in the South with a jea-
lous eye; "as.all friendly intercourfe ceafed, and the
York Mafons from that moment confidered their in-
terefts diftin& from the Mafons undcr the Grand
Lodge in London *.

~ Lord Weymouth fucceeded the ear} of Crawford
in the office of Grand Mafter, and was inftalled at
Mercers’-hall on the 17th of April 1735, in prefence

¢ In confirmation of the above fad, I fhall here infert a paragraph co-
pied from the Book of Conftitations publithed in 1738. After inferting
a lift of Provincial Grand Mafters appointed for different places abroad, it
is thus expreffed: ¢¢ All thefe foreign lodges are under the patronage of
 our Grand Mafter of England; but the old lodge at York city, and the
#¢ Jodges of Seotlaud, Ireland, France, and Italy, affe&ing independency,
¢ are under their own Grand Mafters : though they have the fame con-
. ¢ flitutions, charges, regulations, &c. for fubflance, with their brethren ot
- & England, and are equally zealous for the Auguftan flilc, and the fecrets
¢ of the ancient and honourable Futcmnty ? Book of Conflitutions
1738, p. 196.
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of the dukeg.of Richmond;and Athol 5 -the earls - of
Crawford, Winchelfea, Balcarras, Wcmyc,andl.ou-
don ; the marquis of Beaumont ;: lords Catheart and
Vere Bertie ; Sir Cecil Wray and Sir Edward Man-
fel barts. and a fplendid company of other brethren,
Several lodges were conftituted during lord Wey-
mouth’s prefidency ;. and ameng. the reftj the Stew-
wardg-Lodgs. His.lordfhipgranted a deputation to
bold a lodge at the feat of th¢ duke of Richmond at
Aubigny in France; and, uaderhis patronige, Ma-
fonry extended confiderably iri foreign countries. Heo
alfo iffucd warrants to ‘open a:new lodge. at - Litben,
and another at: Savannah. in ; Georgia:;: andy by his
{pacial appointment, previncial:jpatemss’ were made
out for Sauth. America, and:Gambay in Weft Africa,
. 'Lord Weymouth never honoured any.ef the Com~
munications with his prefence during his: prefidency;
but this omifion was lefs noticed, on zecount of the
vigilance and attention of his Deputy, John Ward
efq. afterward lord vifcount Dudley.and Ward, who
applied with the utmoft diligence to:promote the in=
tereft and profperity of the Society.

One circumftance occurred while lord Weymouth
was Grand Mafter, of . which it may be neceffary to
take notice. The twelve Stewards; with Sir Robert
Lawley, Mafter of the Stewards’ Lodge, at their head,
appeared for the firft time in their new badges.at a
Grand Lodge held at the Devil Tavern on the 11th
of December 1735. On this occafion they were not’
permitted to vote as individuals ; but it being after-
wards propofed that they, fhould ¢njoy this privilege,
and that the Stewards’ Lodge fhould in future be re-
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prefented in Grand Lodge, by twelve members, many
lodges objedted to the meafure as an encroachment
on the privilege ‘of every other lodge which hid been
previoufly conftituted. “When the motion wis put
wup for confirmation; fuch a difturbance enfued, that
the Grand Lodge was obliged to be clofed béfore the
fentiments of the brethren could be colleted on the
fubje&. /Of late years the pun&tilio has beerr waved,
and the twelve Stewards are now permitted to’ vote
" in every Communication as individuals *.

The earl of Loudon fucceeded lord Weymouth,
and was inftalled Grand Mafter at Fithmongers’-hall
onthe 1 5th of Apnl 1736 The duke of Rnchmond-

P R K

® It wasnat till the year 1770 that this privilege was ﬁn&ly warranted:;

when, ata Gmand Lodge, onthe 7:h of February, at the Crown:and An-
chor Tavern in the Strand, the following refolutien paffed: ¢ As the
«¢ right of the Members of the Stewards’ Lodge in general to attend the
¢ Committee of Charity appehrs doubtful, no mention of fuch right being
¢¢ made in. the laws of the Society, the Grand Lodge are of apinion, That
¢ they have no general right to attend.; but it is, hereby refolved, That
¢¢ the Stewards’ Lodge be allowcd the privilege of fending a numberof
¢¢ brethren, equal to any other four lodges, to every future Committee of
¢ Charity; and that, es the Mafter of each private lodge only has'a
¢¢ right to attend, to make & proper diftin@ion between the Stewards’
¢ lodge and the other lodges, that the Mafter and three other members of
¢ that lodge be permitted to attend at every fuccceding Committee on be-
¢¢ half of the faid Lodge.” This refolution, however, was declared not to
be intended to deprive any lodge whichi had heen previoufly conflituted, of

_ its regular rank and precedence. Notwithftanding this exprefs provifion,
a privilege has been lately granted to the Stewards’ Lodge, of taking pre-
cedence of all the other lodges, the two oldeft not excepted; a meafure
certainly very incompatible with the original conftitutions, and which' can
never be fan&tioned by the ‘rules of the fociety. Several lodges have
entered protefts againft it in their private books; which at fome future
time may have an effe&t, and probably induce a re-inveftigation of the
fubje&. i
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the earls of . Albemarle and Crawford 3 lords Har-
court, Erfkine, and Southwell; Mr. Anftis garter
king at arms, Mr. Brady lion king at arrs, and a nu-
merous company of other brethren, were prefent on
this occafion. His lordfhip conftituted feveral lodges,
and granted three provincial deputations during his
prefidency, viz. one for New England, another for
South Carolina, and a third for Cape Coatt Caftle in
Africa, :

The earl of Darnley was ele@ted Grand Matter,
and duly inftalled at Fifhmongers’-hall on the 28th
of April 1737, in prefence of the duke of Richmond,
the earls of Crawford and Wemys, lord Gray, and
many other refpe&able brethren. The moft remark-
able event of his lordfhip’s adminiftration, was the
initiation of the late Frederic prince of Wales, his
prefent majefty’s father, at an occafional lodge con-
vened for the purpofe at the palace of Kew, over
which  Dr. Defaguliers prefided as Mafter. Lord
Baltimore, col. Lumley, the hon. major Madden, and
feveral other brethren were prefent. His royal high-
nefs was advanced to the Second Degree at the fame
lodge; and at another lodge, convened at the fame
place foon after, was raifed to the degree of a Mafter
Mafon.

There cannot be a better proof of the flourifhing
ftate of the Society at this time, than by adverting to
the refpectable appearance of the brethren in Grand
Lodge, at which the Grand Mafter never failed to
attend. Upwards of fixty lodges were reprefented
at every Communicatien during lord Darnley’s admi-
niftration ; and more Provincial patents were iffucd

1
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by him, than by any of his predecefiors. Deputations
were granted for Montferrat, Geneva, the Circle of
Upper Saxony, the Coaft of Africa, New York, and
the Iflands of America *.

The marquis of Carnarvon, afterwards duke of
Chandos, fucceeded lord Darnley in the office of
Grand Mafter, and was duly invefted and inftalled
at an affembly and fealt held at Fifhmongers'-hall on
the 27th of April 1738. At this affembly, the duke
of Richmond, the earls of Inchiquin, Loudon, and
Kintore ; lords Colerane, and Gray ; and a nume-
rous company of ether brethren, were prefent. The
marquis fhewed every attention to the Society during
his prefidency, and, in teftimony of his efteem, pre-
fented to the Grand Lodge, a gold jewel for the ufe
of the Secretary ; the device, two crofs pens in a
knot ; the knot:and points of the pens being curioudly
enamelled. Two deputations for the office of Pro-
vincial Grand Mafler were granted by his lordfhip,
one for the Caribbee Iflands, and the other for the
Weft Riding of Yorkfhire. This latter appointment
was confidered as a third encroachment on the jurif-
di@ion of the Grand Lodge in York, and fo widened
the original breach between the brethren in the North

* At this time. the authority granted by patent to a Provincial Grand
Mafter was limited to one year from his firft public appesrance in that
chara@er within his province ; and if, at the expiration of that period, a
new ele@ion by the lodges under his jurifdition did not take place, fub-
Je& to the approbation of the Grand Mafter, the patent was no longer va-
lid. Hence we find, within the courfe of a few years, different appoint-
ments to the fame ftation ; but the office is now permaneut, and the fole
appointment of the Grand Mafter.
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and the South of England, that from henceforward
all future correfpondence betwecn the Grand Lodges
totally ceafed. :

On the 15th of Auguft 1738 Frederic the Great,
afterwards king of Pruflia, was initiated-into Mafonry
in a lodge at Brunfwick tinder the Scots contftitution,
being at that time Prince Royal. :So highly did he
approve of the inftitution, that, on his acceffion to
the throne, he eommanded a Grand ‘Lodge to be
formed at. Berlin, and for that purpofe obtained a
patent from Edinburgh. In this lodge many of the
German princés wese initiated, who afterwards filled
the office of Grand Mafter, with much honour to
themfelves, and advantage to-the Craft. Thus was
Mafonfy regularly eftablithed in Pruffia, and under
that fan&ion it has flourifhed ever fince.  His ma-
jefty’s attachment to the Society foon induced him
to eftablith feveral new regulations for the «dvantage
of the Fraternity ; and among others, he ordained,
1. That no:perfon fhould be made a Mafon, unlefs
his charadter was unimpeachable, and his manner of
living -and. profeflion ' refpe€table. 2. That every
member fhould pay 25 rix-dollars (or 4l. 3s.) fer the
Firft Degree; 50 rix-dollars (or 8l. 65.) on his being
paﬂ'ed into the Second Degree ; and 100 rix-dollars
on Kis bemg raifed a Mafter-mafon. 3.That he
fhould remain at leaft three months in each Degree ;.
and that every fum received fhould be divided by the-
Grand Treafurer into three parts ; one to defraythe
expences of the lodge; another to be applied to the
relief of diftrefled brethren ;. and the third to be al-
lotted to the poor in general,

12
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No other remarkable occurrence is recorded to have
happened during the adminiftration of the marquis of
Carnarvon, except a propofition for eftablifhing a plan
to appropriate a portion of the charity to place out
the fons of Mafons apprentices, which, after a long
debate in Grand Lodge, was rejeCed *.

Some difagreeable altercations arofe in the Society
about this period. A number of diffatisfied brethren
having feparated themfelves from the regular lodges,
held meetings in different places for the purpofe of
initiating perfons into Mafonry, coatrary to the laws
of the Grand Lodge. Thefe feceding brethren taking
advantage of the breach which had been made in the
friendly intercourfe between the Grand Lodges of
London and York, on being cenfured for their con-
dud&, immediatelyaffumed at their irregular meetings,
without authority, the chara&er of York Mafons.
Meafures were adopted.to check them, which ftopped
their progrefs for fome time; but, taking advantage
of the general murmur fpread abroad on account of
fome innovations that had been introduced,and which
feemed to authorife an omiflion of, and a variation
in, the ancient ceremonies, they rofe again into no-
tice. This imprudent meafure of the regular lodges
offended many old Mafons; but, through the media-
tion of John Ward efq., afterwards lord vifcount
Dudley and Ward, matters were accommodated, agd
the brethren feemingly reconciled. This, however,

. * Oflate years, however, an inflitution has been fince eftablithed under
the fan&ion of fome of the Brethren, for educating and clothing the fous
of Free-mafons in London.
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proved only a temporary fufpenfion of hottilities, for
the flan.e foon broke out anew, and gave rife to com-
monons, which afterwards matenally mterruptcd the
peace of the Society.

Lord Raymond fucceeded the marquis of Carnar-
von in May 1739, and under his lordfhip’s aufpices
the lodges were numerous and refpeétable. Not-
withflanding the flourifhing ftate of the Society, ix-
regularities continued to prevail, and .feveral worthy
brethren, ftill adverfe to the encroachments on the
eftablifhed fyftem of the inftitution, feemed to be
highly difgufted at the proceedings of the regular
lodges. Complaints were preferred at every fucceed-
ing committee, and the communications fully em-
ployed in adjufting differences and reconciling ani-
mofities. More feceflions taking place, it became
neceflary to pafs votes of cenfure on the moft refrac-
tory, and enact laws to difceurage irregular affocia-
tions of the Fraternity. This brought the power of
the Grand Lodge in queftion; and in eppofition to

the laws which had been eftablifhed in that affembly, .

lodges were formed without any legal warrant, and
perfons initiated into Mafonry for fmall and unworthy
confiderations. To difappoint the views of thefe de-
‘luded brethren, and to diftinguifh the perfons initi-
ated by them, the Grand Lodge readily acquiefced in
the imprudent meafures which the regular Mafons
thad adopted, meafures which. even the urgency of
the cafe could not warrant. Though this had the
intended effedt, it gave rife to a new fubterfuge.
The brethren who had feceded from the regular
‘lodges immediately announced independency, and af-
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fumed the appellation of ancient Mafons. They pro-
pagated an opinion, that the ancient tenets and prac+
tices of Mafonry were preferved by them; and that
the regular lodges, being compofed of madern Ma~
{fons,, had adopted new plans, and were not to be con-
fidered as acting under 'the o/d eftablithment.. To
counteract the regulations -of the Grand Lodge, they
inftituted a 7w Grand Lodge in London, profeffedly
on the ancient fyftem, and, contrary to their duty as
Mafons, under that aflumed banner- conflituted fe~
veral new lodges, in oppofition ta the regular efta-.
blifhed authority. Thefe irregular proceedings they
pretended to juftify under the feigned fan&ion of the
Ancient York Conflitution, and many gentlemen of re-
putation, being deceived by this artifice, were intro-
duced among them, fo that their lodges daily in-
creafed. Without authority from the Grand Lodge
in York, or from any other eftablifhed power in Ma-
fonry, thefe refraltory brethren perfevered in the
meafures they had adopted, formed committees, held -
communications, and even appointed annual feafts.
Under the falfe appellation of the York banner, they
gained the countenance of the Scotch and Irith Ma-
fons, who, placing implicit confidence in the repre-
fentations made to them, heartily joined in condemn-
ing the meafures of the regular lodges in London, as
tending, in their opinion, to introduce. novelties inte
the Society, and to fubvert the original plan of the
inftitution. The irregular Mafons in London having
thus acquired a nominal eftablithment, noblemen of
both kingdoms, unacquainted with the origin of the
feparation, honoured them with their patronage, and
M 2
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fome refpeQable names and lodges were added to
their lift.  Of late years, however, the fallacy has
been fully deteGted by the aétive diligence of a few
zealous brethren, and they have not been fo fuccefs-
ful; feveral of their beft members have deferted them,
and many lodges renounced their banner, who have
come under the patronage of the Grand Lodge of
England. It is much to be wifhed, that a general
union among all the Mafons in the kingdom could be
effeCted ;5 and we are now happy to hear that fuch a
meafure is likely foon to be accemplifhed, through
the mediation of a noble Brother who razks high in
the eftimation of the Brethren, and now fills the firfk
office in the Grand Lodge of England under his
royal highnefs the Prince of Wales.

During the prefidency of lord Raymond, no con-
fiderable addition was made to the lift of lodges, nor
were the communications often honoured with the
company of the nobility. His lordfhip granted only
one deputation for a Provmcnal Grand Mafter during
his prefidency, viz. for Savoy and Piedmont.

The earl of Kintore fucceeded lord Raymond in
April 17405 and, in imitation of his predecefior,
continued to difcourage irregularities. His lordfhip
appointed feveral provincials : particularly one for
Ruflia ; one for Hamburgh and the Circle of Lewer
Saxony; one for the Weft Riding of York, in the
room of William Horton efq. deceafed; and. one
for the ifland of Barbadoes.

The earl of Morton was eleGted on the 19th of
March following, and inftalled with great folemnity

the fame day at Haberdafhers -hall, in prefence of a
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refpectable company of the nobility, foreign ambaffa-
dors, and others. Several feafonable laws were paffed
during his lordfhip’s mafterfhip, and fome regulations
made concerning proceflions and other ceremonies.
His lordthip prefented a ftaff of office to the Trea-
furer, of neat workmanthip, blue and tipt with gold;
and the Grand Lodge yefolved, that this officer fhould
be annually ele@ed, and, with the Secretary and
Sword-bearer, be permitted to rank in future as a
member of the Grand Lodge. A large cornelian
feal, with the arms of Mafonry, fet in gold, was pre-
fented to the Society, at this time, by brother Wil-
liam Vaughan, the Senior Grand Warden; who was
appointed by his lordfhip Provincial Grand Mafter
for North Wales.

Lord Ward fucceeded the earl of Morton in
April 1742. His lordfhip being well acquainted with
the nature and government of the Society, having
ferved every office from the Secretary in a private
lodge to that of Grand Mafter, loft no time in apply-
ing effe€tual remedies to reconcile the animofities
which prevailed ; he recommended to his officers,
'vigilance and care in their different departments ;
-and, by his own condud, fet a noble example how
the dignity of the Society ought to be fupported.
Many lodges, which were in a declining ftate, by his
advice, coalefced with others in better circumftances;
fome, which had been negligent in their attendance
on the Communications, after proper admonitions
were reftored to favour; and others, which perfevered
in their contumacy, were erafed out of the lift. Thus.
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his lordfhip manifefted a fincere ‘regardfor the in-
tereft of the Society, while his lenity and forbearance
were univerfally admired.
- 'The unanimity and harmony of the lodges feemed
to be perfeétly reftored :.under his lordfhip’s admini-
ftration. The Free-mafons at Antigua built a large
hall in that ifland for their meetings, and :applied to
the Grand Lodge for liberty to be ftyled the ‘Great
Lodge of §t. John’s in Antigua, which favour was
granted to them in April 1744.
Lord Ward continued two years at the head of the
Fraternity, during which time he conftituted many
lodges, and appointed feveral Provincial Grand Maf-
ters ; viz. one for Lancafter, one for North. America,
and three for the ifland of Jamaica. ¥He ‘was fuc-
ceeded by the earl of Strathmore, during whofe ad-
miniftration, being abfent the whole time, the-care and
management of the Society devolved onthe -other
‘Grand Officers, who carefully ftudied the general
good of the Fraternity. His Jordthip appointed a
Provincial Grand Mafter for the ifland of Bermuda.
» Lord ‘Cranftoun was ele€ted Grand Mafter in
April 1745, and prefided over the Fraternity with
) ‘great reputation two years. Under his aufpices Ma-

foniry fipurifhed, feveral new -lodges were conttituted,
- .and one Provincial Grand Mafter was appointed for

* Cape Breton and - Louifbourg. By a refolution of
fthe Grand Ledge at this time it was ordered, that
. public proceflions on feaft-days fhould be difconti-
nted ; occafioned ‘by fome mock proce{ﬁons, which
a few -difgufted brethren ‘had formed, in order to
burlefque thofe public appearances.
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" Lord ‘Byren fucceeded lord Cranfloun, and was
inftalled at Drapers’-hall on the goth of April 1747.
The laws of the Committee of Charity were, by his
lordﬂnp s order, revifed, printed, and d:ﬁnbutcd
amang the lodges, and a2 handfome contnbutlon to
the general charity was received from the. lodge at
Gibraltar. Daring five years that his lordthip pre-
fided over'the Fraternity, no diligence was {pared to
preferve the ptivileges of the Order inviolate, to re-.
drefs: grievances, and to relieve diftrefs. "When bu-
finefs required his lordfhip’s attendance in the coun—
try, Fotherly Baker, efq. his Deputyy and Secretary
‘Revis, were particularly attentive to the bufinefs of
the Society. The former was diftinguithed by his
knowledge of the laws and regulations ; the latter,
by his long and faithful fervices. Under the aufpices
of lord Byron, provincial patents were iffued for
Denmark and Norway, Pennfylvania, Minorca, -and
New York. . .

- On the 20th of March 1752, lord Carysfort ac-
cepted the office of Grand Mafter. The good effeéts
of his.lordthip’s application to the real interefts of
the Fraternity foon bécame vifible, by the great in-
creafe of the public fund. No Grand Officer ever
took more pains:to preferve, or was more attentive
to recommend, order and decorum. He was ready,
on every occafion, to vifit the lodges in perfon, and
to promote harmony among the members, Dr. Man-
ningham, his Deputy, was no lefs vigilant in the exe-
- cution of his duty. He conftantly vifited the lodges
in his lordfhip’s abfence, and ufed every endeavour
to cement union among the brethren. The whole .
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proceedings of this alive officer wete' condudted
with prudence, and his candour and affability gained
him univerfal efteem. = The Grand Mafter’s attach-
ment to the Society was fo obvious, that the brethren,
in teftimony of their gratitude for his lordfhip’s great
fervices, re-clected him on the 3d of April 17533

" and, during his prefidency, provincial patents were
iffued for Gibraltar, the Bahama iflands, New York,
Guernfey, Jerfcy, Alderney, Sark, and Mann; alfo
for Cornwall, and the counties of Worcefter; Glou-
cefter, Salop, Monmouth, and Hereford-

At this time the Society in Scotland appears to
have been in a very flourifhing ftate. Under the au-
fpices of George Drummond efq. the Grand Mafter
of the Mafons in that kingdom, the lodges had con-
fiderably increafed in numbers. This gentleman had
thrice ferved the office of Lord Provoft of Edinburgh,
and being at the head of the fenate .in. that city, he
“was anxious to promote every fcheme which could
add to the confequence and fplendor of ~the metro-
polis of his native country. With this view he
planned, and afterwards completed, that elegant
range of building called THE NEw EXCHANGE OF

. EpinBurcH, the foundation-ftone of which he laid
on the 13th of September 1753, as Grand Mafter.
An event fo remarkable in the.annals of Mafonry
juftly merits attention, and cannot fail to render an -
account of a ceremony fo fplendid, and "conducted
with fo much regularity, interefting to-every brother
who has the honour of the Society at heart. '

Early in the morning of the day appointed for the

- celebration of this ceremony, a maguificent trium=
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phal arch, in the true Auguftan ftyle, was opened
to public view ; it was ereCted at the entrance lead- .
ing toward the place where the foundation-ftone of
the intended building was to be laid. In the niches
between the columns on each fide of the entrance
were two figures, reprefenting GEOMETRY and AR~
CHITECTURE, ¢ach as large as life. On the frieze
of the entablature, which was of the Corinthian or-
der, were the following words : QUoD FELIX FAU-
STUMQUE SIT 3 That it may be happy and profperous.
On the middle pannel of the attic bafe, placed over
the entablature, was reprefented the GEenius oF
EDINBURGH, in a curule chair, under a canopy ; on
her right hand ftood a groupe of figures, reprefent-
ing the lord provoft, magiftrates, and council, in
their robes ; on her left, was another groupe, repre-
fenting the noblemen and gentlemen employed in the
dire@ion of the intended firu&ure. In front was
_placed the Grand Mafler, offering a plan of the Ex-
change, attended by feveral of his brethren properly
clothed. The whole was decorated with laurels, bays,
and other ever-greens, interfperfed with feﬁoons of

- flowers.

At three o’clock in the aftemoon, the feveral
lodges, with their Mafters at their head, met at
Mary’s chapel in Niddry’s Wind,*and at half paft
three, - the proceflion began to move from the chapel.
in the following order, the cxty guard covering theé
rear : :

1. Operative Mafons not belonging to any lodge prefent.
2. A band of French horns,

M5
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@. The Lodges prefent arranged as follows : .
_ The military Lodge belonging to General Johnfon s regunent., .
. The Thiftle Lodge.
The Scots Lodge in Canongate.
Holyrood houfe Lodge.
Vernen Kilwinniag Lodge.
Canongate from Leith Lodge.
Dalkeith Lodge.
Lodge of Journeymen Mafons.
Canongate and Leith, Leith and Canongnte Lodge.
Leith Kilwinning Lodge. )
Canongate Kilwinning Lodge.
Mary’s Chapel Lodge.

All the brethren properly clothed, and the Mafters and Wardens in
the jewels of their refpetive lodges, with their badges of dignity,
formed the laft rank of each lodge.

4. Gentlemen Mafons belonging to foreign Lodges.
5. A band of Hautbois.
6. The Golden Compafles, earried by an uperative Mafon.
7. Three Grand Stewards, with rods. )
8. The Grand Secretary, Grand Treafurer, and Graud Clerk.
9. Three Grand Stewa.rds, with reds.
10. The Golden Square, Level, and Plumb, carried by three openme
Mafons.
u. A band of French borns.
2, Three Grand Stewards, with rods.
18 The Grand Wardens.
14. The Cornucopia, and Golden Mallet, catried by an officer of the
Grand Lodge, and an operative Mafon.
15. The Granp MasTxr, fupported by & Pag Grand Mafter, and the
prefent Subfitute, '

The proceflion was clofed with a body of opera-
tive Mafons ; and the whole brethren, amounting
exaétly to 672, walked uncovered.

At the head of Niddry’s Wind the cavalcade: was
received by 150 of the military, and a company of
grenadiers, drawn up in two lines, under arms,
who efcorted the proceffion ; ore-half of the grena-
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diers marching in front, and the other half in, the
rear, with bayonets fixed. As the proceflion pafled
the city guard, a company was drawn out, with the
proper officers at their head, who faluted the Grand
Mafter with military honours, drums beating, and
mufic playing. When the proceffion reached the
Parliament Clofe, the troops formed a line, as did -
alfo the Mafons within that line. The Grand Mafter
and the officers of the Grand Lodge then made a ftop
at the north-welft corner of the Clofe, and difpatched
a meflage to the Council-houfe, to acquaint the ma-
giftrates that the brethren were ready to receive
them ; on which the lord provoft, magiftrates, and
council, in their robes, preceded by the city officers,
with the {word and mace, accompanied by feveral of
- the gentlemen in the dire&ion of the intended build-
ings, proceeded through the lines formed by the fal-
diers and the Mafons, when the Grand Mafter, pro-
perly fupported as before, preceded by his officers,
and having his jewels borne before him, marched to
the place where the ceremony was to be performed,
and paffed through the triumphal arch ereed for the
occafion, the lodges following according to feniority.
On the weft fide of the place where the ftone was
to be laid, was ereted a theatre, covered with ta-
peftry, and decked with flowers, for the lord provoft,
magiftrates, council, and attendants ; on the eaft was
erefted another theatre, for thé Grand Mafter and
his officers, on which was fet a chair for the Grand
Mafter. Before the chair was a table covered with
tapefiry, .on which were placed two filver veffels,

_ ﬁll.ed with wme and oil; the golden ]ewels, and thc’
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cofnucopia, which had been catried in the proceflion.
The Mafters, Wardens, and brethren of the feveral
lodges were ‘then arranged in gallencs, propeﬂy
fitted up for the occafion.

“The ceremony of laying the ftone now commenced.
By order of the Subftitute Grand Mafter, the ftone
was flung'ina tackle, and, after three regular ffops,
let down gradually to the ground, during which the
Mifonic anthem was fung, accompanied by the mufic,
all the brethren joining in the chorus. -The Grand
Mafter, fupported as before, preceded by his officers,
and the operative Mafons carrying the jewels, then
defcended from the theatre to the fpotwhere the ftone
lay, and pafled through a line formed by the officers
of the Grand Lodge. The Subflitute Grand Mafter
depofited in the. ftone, in cavities: made for the pur-
pofe, three medals with the following devices: On
- one fide, was the effigies of the Grand Mafter in
proﬁle, vefted with the ribbon oﬂicnally worn by him;
and in front, a view of the Royal Inﬁrmary, wnth the
following infeription : L

G. DrumMOND, ARcHITECT. Scor.
Svmmvs Macis Epin. Ter Cos.
GeorGe DrumMoND, of the Society of Free Mafons in Scotlaud, Grand
Mafier, thrice Provofi qf Edinlurgh. On the reverfe was a perfpeQive
view of the Exchange, on which was infcribed in the circle, versi xor- -
NANDE CIVIVMQUE COMMODITATI, For adorning the City, and the conr
y of its Inhalitanis ; and underneath,
Fori Novi EDINBVRGENSIS
Posito LariDE PRIMO
ORDO PER SCOTIAM ARCHITECTONICUS
Excups JussiT, .
il SEPTEMBRIS 1753.

Tbe firft fione of the New Exchange of Edinburgh being laid, the lrother-
hood of Mafons through Scotland ordered this to e ﬂrucl., 13th Septem-

ler 1753,
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The other medals contained the effigies as above, and
on the reverfe the Mafons’ Arms, inclofed within the
collar of St. Andrew, with the followiig infcription :
‘ o In TuE LonRp 1s ALL OUR TRUST. '

The former Grand Mafter and the Subftitute re-
tiring, two operative Mafons came in their place, and
affifted the Grand Mafter to turn over the ftone,and
lay it in its proper bed, with the infcription * under~

* The following is the infeription on the ftone :
Georcius DruMaioNDus
In ArcuitecTonica Scortie Rerus.
Curio Maximus
Ursis Epinsurcr Ter Constr
« ADSTANTIBUS FRATRIBUS ARCHITECTONICIS CCC.
PRESENTIBUS MULTIS REGNI MAGNATIBUS *
SENATU ET1AM POPULOQUE EDINENSI
ET 10MINUM ORDINIS CUJUSQUE
MAGNA STIPANTE FREQUENTIA
CUNCTISQUE PLAUDENTIBUS
~ Ap EDINENSIUM COMMODITATEM
ET vecus pusLICUM
ZEDIFICIORUM NOVORUM PriNcipiuM
° LAPIDEM HUNC POSUIT
GuierMo ALexanpro Cos.
Ioisus SepremBr. A.D. MDCCLIIL
ZEre Arcuitecronice VMDCCLIILL
Imeerngue Georent H. Britannisrium Recrs
ANNO XXVII.

 Tranflated,

* Groree DruMMOND, of the Society of Free-Mafons in Scotland, Grand
Maffler, thrice Provofl of Edinlurgh, threc hundred brothers Mafons at-
lending, in prefence of many perfons of diftinétion, the Magifirates and
Citizens of Edinlurgh, and of people vf every rank an innumerable Mul-
titude, and all applauding, for the ‘conveniency of the inhabitants of
Edinburgh, and the pullic ornament, as the beginning of the new Build-
mgs, laid this Stone, WiLLIAM ALEXANDER leing Provoji, on thé 13th
September 1753, of the Era of Mafonry 5753, and of the reign of
Geonoe IL. king of Great Britain the 27th year.



254 ILLUSTRATIONS

moft. The Grand Mafter then taking his ftation at
the eaft of the ftone, with the Subftitute on the
left, and his Wardens in the weft, the operative who
carried the Square delivered it to the Subftitute, who
prefented it to the Grand Mafter, and he having ap-
plied it to that part of the ftone which was fquare,
teturned it back to the operative. The operative who
carried the plumb, then delivered it to the Subftitute,
who prefented it alfo to the Grand Mafter, and he
having applied it to the edges of the ftone, holding it
upright, delivered it back to the operative. In like
manner, the operative, who carried the level, deli-
vered it to the Subftitute, and he prefented it to the
Grand Mafter, who applied it above the ftone in fe-
'veral pofitions, and returned it back to the operative.
The mallet was then prefented to the Grand Matter, *
.who gave three knocks upon the ftone, which was
followed by three huzzas from the brethren. An
anthem was then fung, accompamcd by the mufic;
during which the cornucopia, and the two filver vef-
fels containing the wine and oil, were brought down
to the ftone. The cornucopia was delivered to the
Subftitute, and the veflels to the Wardens. The an-
them being concluded, the Subftitute prefented the
cornucopia to the Grand Mafter, who turned out the
ears of corn upon the ftone. The filver veflcls were
then delivered by the Wardens to the Subftitute, and
by him prefented to the Grand Mafter, who poured
_the contents upon the ftone, faying, ¢ May the boun:
« tiful hand of Heaven fupply this city with abun-
XU dance of corn, wine, oil, and all the other
« conveniencies of Jife.” This was fucceeded by
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three huzzas, after which an anthem was fung. The
Grand Mafter then repeated thefe words: ¢ As we
¢ have now laid this foundatibn-ftone, may the Grand
¢ Architet of the univerfe, of his kind providence,
¢ enable us to carry on and finith the work which we
s¢ have now begun ; may he be a guard to this place,
¢ and the city in general; and may he preferve it
¢ from decay and ruin to the lateft pofterity.” The
ceremony was concluded with a fhort prayer for the
fovetcxgn, the fenate of the city, the Fraternity of
Mafons, and all the people 3 the mufic was refumed,
and the Grand Mafter returned to his chair, amidft
the plaudits of the brethren.

The Grand Matfter then addrefled the lord provoft,
magiftrates, and council, in an appropriate {peech;

- in which he thanked them for the honour which they

had done him in witneffing the a& of laying the
foundation-ftone of the intended flruture, and ex- -
prefled his earneft with, that they and their fucceflors
might be happy inftruments to forward the great
and good work which was now begun, and offered
fo fair a profpect of fuccefs; and he fincerely hoped,
that it might add, not only to the ornament and ad-
vantage of the city.of Edinburgh, but be the means

. of enfuring to them lafting honour, and tran{mitting

their memories to the lateft pofterity. He next ad-
drefled the undertakers of the work on the import-
ance of the truft repofed in them, and recommended
diligence and induftry to all the workmen who might

be employed under them. '
‘The magiftrates then took their leave, and the bre-
thren re{fumed the proceffion to the palace of Holy-
12 ) :
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rood-houfe, efcorted by the military as before, amidft
an immenfe crowd of fpe¥ators. On arriving at the
palace, the Grand Mafter, in the name of himfelf .
and his brethren, returned his moft grateful acknow-
ledgments to the commanding officer of the troops
for the affitance which he had given. The brethren
then entered the inner court of the palace, and formed
a fquare, to receive the Grand Mafter and his officers
with all due honour ; who, followed by the lodges
according*to {feniority, proceeded to the great gallery,
where an elegant entertainment was provided, and
the greateft harmony prevailed. At nine o’clock in
the evening the company broke up.

‘Such was the regularity obferved throughout the
ceremony of the day, that notwithftanding the crowds
of people who were colle€ted on_ the occafion, the
whole was concluded without a fingle accident.

I have been thus minute in the above detail, not
only that an event of fuch importance to the Society
might be recorded, but that it might ferve as an ex-
ample worthy of imitation in ceremonies of a fimilar
kind, on a future occafion.

The marquis of Carnarvon (afterward duke of .
Chandos) fucceeded lord Carysfort in the office of
‘Grand Mafter of England, in March 1754. He be-
gan his adminiftration by ordering the Book of Con-
ftitutions to be reprinted, under the infpeion of a

~ committee, confifting of the Grand Officers,and fome
‘other refpeCtable brethren. The Grand Mafter’s
zeal and attention to the true interefts of the Society
‘were thewn on every occafion. He prefented to the
.Grand Lodge, a large filver jewel, gilt, for the ufe of
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the Treafurer, being crofs keys ir a knot, enamelled
with blue ; and gave feveral other proofs of his at-
tachment. g

Soon after the ele@ion of the marquis of Carnar-
von, the Grand Lodge took into confideration a com-
plaint againft certain brethren, for affembling, with~
out any legal authority, under the denomination of
ancient mafons ; and who, as fuch, confidered them-
felves independent of the Society, and not fubjeét to
the laws of .the Grand Lodge, or to the control of the
Grand Mafter. Dr. Manningham, the Deputy
Grand Matfter, pointed out the neceflity of difcou-
raging Tuch meetings, as being -contrary to the laws
of the Society, and openly fubverfive of the allegiance
due to the Grand Mafler. On this reprefentation
the Grand Lodge refolved, that the meeting of any
brethren under the denomination of Mafons, other
than as brethren of the ancient and honourable So-
ciety of Free and Accepted Mafons eftablithed upon
- the univerfal fyftem, is inconfiftent with the honour
and intereft of the Craft, and a high infult on the
Grand Mafter and the whole body of Mafons. In
confequence -of this refolution, fourteen bretbren,
who were members of a lodge held at the Ben John-
fon’s head in Pelham-ftreet, Spitalfields, were ex-
pelled the Society, and that lodgc was ordered to be
erafed out of the lift.

No preceding Grand Mafter granted fo many pro-
vincial deputations as the marquis of Carnarvon. On
the 7th of O&ober 1755, his lordfhip appointed a
Provincial Grand Mafter for Durham, and foon after

A}
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a very refpeable lodge was conftituted at Sunder-
land under his lordfhip’s aufpices. In lefs than two.
years the following patents were iffued by his lord-
thip ; 1. for South Carolina ; 2. for South Wales ;
3. for Antigia; 4. for all North America, where no.
former provincial was appointed 3 5. for Barbadoes,
and all other his majefty’s iflands to the windward
of Guadaloupe; 6. for St. Euftatius, Cuba, and St.
Martin’s, Dutch Caribbee iflands in America; 7. for
Scilly, and the adjacent iflands ; 8. for all his ma-
jefty’s dominions in Germany, with a power to chufe
their fucceflfors ; and 9. for the County Palatine of
Chefter, and the City and County of Chefter. The
greater part of thefe appomtments appear to have
been mere honorary grants in favour of individuals,

 few of them having been attended with any real ad-
vantage to the Society.

The marquis of Carnarvon continned to prefide
over the Fraternity till the 18th of May 1757, when
he was fucceeded by lord Aberdour; during whofe
mafterthip the Grand Lodge voted, among other
charities, the fum of fifty pounds to be fent to Ger-
many, to be diftributed among fuch of the foldiers as
were Mafons in prince Ferdinand’s army, whether |
Englith, Hanoverians, or Heffians; and this fum
was foon after remitted to general Kingfley for the
intended purpofe.

Thefe were the principal proceedings c;f the I;‘ra-
ternity during the reign of George IL., who, on the
-; 5th of Ofober 1760, expired at his palace at Ken-
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fington, in the 77th year of his age, and the 34th of
his reign. . )
This peried feems to have been the golden ra of
Mafonry in England ; the fciences were cultivated
and improved, the royal art was diligently propagated,
and true architeCture clearly underftood ; the ‘Fra-
ternity were honoured and efteemed ; the lodges pa-
tronifed by cxalted charaéters; and charity, huma-
"nity, and benevolence, appeared to be the diftin-
guithing chara&eriftics of Mafons.

SECT. X,

Hiftory of Mafinry in the Soath of England ‘from the
Acceffion of George 111, to the End of ¢he Year 1779.

‘ON the 6th of O&ober 1760, his prefent majefty ™

George III. was proclaimed. No prince ever af-
cended the throne, whofe private virtues and amiable
chara&er had fo juftly endeared him to his people.
To fee a native of England the fovereign of thefe
realms, afforded the moft glorious profpet of fixing
our happy conftitution in church and ftate on the
firmeft bafe. Under fuch a patron the polite arts
could not fail of meeting with every encouragement ;-
and to the honour of his majefty it is to be obferved,
that, fince his acceffion to the throne, by his royal
munificence no pains have been fpared to explore
diftant regions in purfuit of ufeful knowledge, and
to diffufe fcience throughout every part of his do-
minions.
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Mafonry now flourifhed at home and abroad urt«

der the Englith Conftitution, and lord Aberdour con-

he head of the Fraternity five years,during

: the public feftivals and quarterly com-

1s were regularly held. His lordfhip

1y of his predeceflors in the number of

nts to the office of Provincial Grand Maf-

granted the following deputations: 1. for

1d the Leeward Caribbee iflands; 2. for the

orwich and county of Norfolk ; 3. for the

(lands, in the room of the governor de-

ceafed ; 4. for Hamburgh and Lower Saxony ; s. for

Guadaloupe ; 6. for Lancafter; 7. for the province

of Georgia; 8. for Canada; 9. for Andalufia, and

places adjacent ; 10. for Bermuda; 11. for Carolina;

12. for Mufquitto thore ; and 13. for Eaft India. The

fecond of thefe appointments, viz. for Norwich, is

that by which the Society has been materially bene-

fited. By the diligence and attention of the late

Edward Bacon efq. to whom the patent was firft

granted, the lodges in” Norwich and Norfolk con-

fiderably increafed, and Mafonry was regularly con-

duted in that province under his infpeticn for many.
years. ‘

Lord Aberdour held the office of Grand Mafter
till the 3d of May 1762, when he was fucceeded by
earl Ferrers, during whofe prefidency nothing re-
markable occurred. The Society feems at this timc
to have loft much of its confequence ; the general
affemblies and communications not having been ho- .
noured with the prefence of the nobility-as formerly,®
and many lodges erafed out of the lift for non-at-
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tendance on the duties of the Grand Lodge*. By
the diligence and attention, however, of the late ge-
neral John Salter, then Deputy Grand Mafter, the
bufinefs of the Society was carried on with regularity,
and the fund of charity confiderably increafed. Pro-
vincial patents were made out during earl Ferrers’s
prefidency ; 1, for Jamaica ; 2. for Eaft India, where
no particular provincial was before appointed ; 3. for
Cornwall ; 4. for Armenia ; g. for Weftphalia; 6. for
Bombay; 4. for the Dukedom of Brunfwick; 8. for
the Grenades, St. Vincent, Dominica, Tobago, &c.;
and 9. for Canada. From thefe appointments no
confiderable emoluments have refulted to the So-
ciety, excepting from the third and fixth; George
Bell for Cornwall ;3 and James Todd for Bombay.
Both thefe gentlemen were particularly attentive to
the duties of their refpetive offices, efpecially the
former, to whom the Society is in a great meafure
indebted for the flourithing ftate of Mafonry in
Cornwall.

On the 8th of May 1764, at an aflembly and feaft
at Vintners’-hall, lord Blaney was ele€ted Grand
Mafter. Lord Ferrers invefted John Revis efq. late
Deputy Grand Mafter, as proxy for his lordfhip, who
continued in cffice two years; during which time,
being chiefly in Ireland, the bufinefs of the Society
was faithfully executed by his Deputy, general Salter,
an a&ive and a vigilant officer. The fcheme of

* Since this period new Conflitutions had been too eafily granted, " and
lodges multiplied beyond proportion. A proper check, however, is now
put to this pratice, the legiflature having prohibited by a lae A&t of -

 Pariament the conflituting any new lodes.
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opening a fubfcription for the purchafe of furniture

for the Grand Lodge was agitated about this time,

and fome money colle€ted for the purpofe; but the

defign drepped for want of encouragement. A new

of the Book of Contftitutions was ordered to

under the infpetion of a committee; with

& conunuation of the proceedings of the Society
fince the publication of the laft edition.

During lord Blaney’s prefidency, the dukes of
Gloucefter and Cumberland, his majefty’s brothers,
were initiated into the Order; the former, at an
occafional lodge aflembled at the Horn Tavern Weft-
minfter, on the 16th of February 1766, at which his
lordfhip prefided in perfon; the latter, at an occa-
fional lodge affembled at the Thatched Houfe Ta-
vern in St. James’s-ftreet, under the du:e&:on of
.general Salter.

The following deputations for the office of Provin-
cial Grand Mafter were granted by lord Blaney :
1. for Barbadoes; 2. for Upper Saxony; 3. for
Stockholm ; 4. for Virginia; 5. for Bengal; 6. for
Italy; 7. for the Upper and Lower Rhine, and the
circle of Franconia; 8. for Antigua; 9. for the
Ele&torate of Saxony; 10. for Madras, and its de-
pendencies 3 11.for Hampthire ; and 12.for Mont-
ferrat. The fifth, tenth, and eleventh of thefe ap-
pointments -have been faithfully executed. By the
indefatigable afliduity of that truly mafonic luminary,
the late Thomas Dunckerley efq. in whofe favour the
appointment for Hampthire was firft made out, Ma-
fonryhas made confiderable progrefs in that province,
as well as in many other counties in England. Soan
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after his appointment to this office, he accepted the
fuperintendence of the lodges in Dorfet{hire, Effex,
Gloucefterfhire, Somerfetthire, and Herefordthire *.
The revival of the Bengal and Madras appointments
have been alfo attended with confiderable advantage
to the Society, as is evident by the late liberal remitr
tances from the Eaft Indies.

Among feveral regulations refpeting the fees of
conftitutions, and other matters which paffed during
lord Blaney’s adminiftration, was the following: That
as the Grand Lodge entertained the higheft fenfe of
the honour conferred on the Society by the initiation
of the dukes of Gloucelter and Cumberland ; it was
refolved, that each of their royal highnefles fhould
be prefented with an apron, lined with blue filk;
and that, in all future proceflions, they fhould rank
as Paft Grand Mafters, next to the Grand Officers
for the time being. The fame compliment was alfo
paid to their royal brother the late duke of York,
who was. initiated into Mafonry abroad, while on his
travels.

The duke of Beaufort fucceeded lord Blaney in the
office of Grand Mafter, and was inftalled by proxy at
Merchant Taylors’-hall on the 27th of April 1767 ;
and under his patronage the Society flourifhed.

In the beginning of 1768, two letters were re-
ceived from the Grand Lodge of France, exprefling

" # To gratefal teftimmy of the zealous and Indefatigable exertions of
this gentleman for many years o promote the honour and intereft of the
Society, the Grand Lodge refolved, that he fhould rank as a Puft Senior
Grand Warden, ani ia all piocellions take place next the prefent Scnior
Grand Warden for the time heing. In November 1795, he died as
Fortfmouth., . :
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a defire of opening a regular correfpondence with
.the Grand Lodge of England. - This was cheerfully
.agreed to; and a Book of Conftitutions, with a lift
of the lodges under the Conftitution of England, and
the form of a deputation, elegantly bound, were or-
dered to be fent as a prefent to the Grand Lodge of
France.
Several regulations for the future government of
~ the Socjety were alfo made about this time, particu-
larly one refpecting the office -of Provincial Grand -
Mafter. At a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and
Anchor Tavern in the Strand, on the 2gth of April -
1768, it was refolved that ten guineas thould be paid
to the fund of charity on the appointment of every
Provincial Grand Mafter who had not ferved the office
of Grand Steward.

~ The moft remarkable occurrence durmg the admx—
niftration of the duke of Beaufort, was the plan of
an incorporation of the Society by royal charter. At
a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and Anchor Ta-
vern on the 28th of O&tober 1768, a- report was
‘made from the Committee of Charity held on the
21t of that month at the Horn Tavern in Fleet-ftreet,

" of the Grand Mafter’s intentions to have the Society
incorporated, if it met with the approbation of the
brethren; the advantages of the meafure were fully
explained, and a plan for carrying it into immediate
effe& was fubmitted to the confideration of the Com-

-mittee. This plan being approved in the Grand
Lodge, thanks were voted to the Grand Mafter, for
his attention to the interefts and profperit_y of - the

"Society.  The hon. Charlee Dillon, the Deputy.
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Grand Mafter, informed the brethren, that he had
fubmitted to the Committee a plan for tfaifing a fund
to build a hall, and purchafe jewels, furniture, &c.
for the Grand Lodge, independent of the general
fund of charity ; a meafure, which, he apprehended,
would be a proper prelude to the Incorporation,
fhould it be the with of the Society to obtain a char-
ter. This plan being alfo maturely inveftigated, fe-
veral amendments were made, and the whole referred
to the next Grand Lodge for confirmation. 1In the
mean time it was refolved, that the plan fhould be
printed, and tranfmitted to every lodge on record *.
The duke of Beaufort finding that the Society ap-
proved of the Incorporation, contributed his beft en-
deavours to carry the defign into execution : at firft
he was oppofed by a few brethren, who mifconceived
his good intentions ; bat the majority of the Society
perfevering in the meafure, a copy of the intended
charter was printed, and ordered to be difperfed
among the lodges. Before the Society, however, had
come to any determined refolution on the bufinefs,
the members of a rcfpe&ablé lodge, then held at the
Half Moon tavern Cheaplide, entered a caveat in
the attorney-general’s office againft the Incorporations
and this circumftance being reported to the Grand
Lodge, an impeachment was laid againft the officers
of that lodge, for unwarrantably expofing the private
refolutions of the Grand Lodge. On the bufinefs
being brought before the Grand Lodge, it was de-

# This plan confifted chiefly of certain fees to be paid by the Grand
Officers annually, by new lodges at their conflitution, and by brethren at
. initiation into Mafonry, or admiffion into lodgces as members, &e.

N
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termined that the members of the faid lodge had beexns
guilty of a great offence, in prefuming to oppofe the-
refolutions of the Grand Lodge; and fruftrate the in-
tentions of the Society. A .motion was. therefore
made, that the ladge thauld be erafed from the lift,
but, on the Mafter ackndwledging the fault; and, in
the name of himfelf aud his brethren, making a proper -
apology, the motion was withdrawn, and the offence
forgiven. From the return of the different lodges it
appeared, that one hundred and fixty-eight bad voted
_ for the Incorporation, and only forty-three againtt it;
upon which a motion was made in Grand Lodge on-
the 28th of April 1769, that the Society fhould be
incorporated, and it was carned in the affirmative by

- a great majority.

At a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and Anckor
tavern on the 27th of O&tober 1769, it was refolved,
That the fum of 1300l. then ftanding in the names
. of Rowland Berkeley efq. the Grand Treafurer, and

Mr. Arthur Beardmore and Mr. Richard Nevifon
his fureties, in the three per cent. bank confolidated
annuities, in truft for the Saciety, be transferred into
the names of the prefent Grand Officers; and at an
_Eatraordiniary Grand Lodge on the 29th of Novem-
ber following, the Society was informed that Mr.
Beardmore had refufed to join inthe transfer; upon
which it was refolved that letters-thould be fent, in
the name of the Society, figned by the alting Grand
Officers, to lord Blaney the Paft Grand Mafter, and
to his Deputy and Wardens, to whom the Grand
Treafurer and his fureties had gwen bond, requeﬁmg_
their concurrence in the refolutions of the Grand.
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Lodge on the 2g9th of O&oberlaft. Mr. Beardmore,
however, dying foon after, the defire of the Grand
Lodge was complied with by Mr. Nevifor his exe-
cutor, and the transfer. regularly made. :
The duke of Beaufort conftituted feveral new
lodges, and granted the following provincial deputa<
tions during his prefidency : 1. for South Carolina;
2. Jamaica ; 3. Barbadoes ; 4. Naples and Sicily;
5. the Empire- of Ruffia; and 6. the Aufirian Neés
therlands. The increafe of foreign lodges occafioned
the inftitution of a new officer, 2 Provincial Grand
Mafter for foreign lodges in general ; and his grace
* accordingly nominated a gentleman for that office.
He alfo appointed Provincial Grand Mafters for
Kent, Suffolk, Lancafhire, and Cumberland. Another
new appointment likewife took place during his
grace’s adminiftration, viz. the office of General In-
fpetor or Provincial Grand Maftes for lodges within
the bills of mortality; but the majority of the lodges
in London difapproying the appointment, the aytho-
rity was foon after withdrawn,

At a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and .Anchor
tavern on the 25th of April 1770, the Provincial
Grand Mafter for foreign lodges acquainted the So--
ciety, that he had lately received a letter from Charles
Laron de Boetzclaer, Grand Mafter of the National
Grand Lodge of the United Provinces of Holland
and their dependencies, requefting to be acknow-
ledged as fuch by the Grand Lodge of England, whofe
fuperiority he confefled; and promifing, that if the
“Grand Lodge of England would agree in future not

- to conflitute any new lodge within his jurifdiQion,
N 2

.
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the Grand Lodge of Holland would obferve the fame
teftri®tion with refpe to all parts: of the world
where lodges were already efiablithed under the pa-

" tronage of England.. Upon thefe tgrms hesequefted
that a firm and friendly alliance might be eftablithed
between the Officers of both Grand Lodges, an an-
nual correfpondence kept up, and each Grand Lodge
regularly made acquainted once in every year with
the moft material tranfations of the other. On this
report being made, the Grand Lodge agreed, that
fuch an alliance or compa& fhould be entered into,
and executed, agreeably to baron de Boetzelaer’s
requcﬂ: '

- In1771, a bill was brougbt into parhament by the
hon Charles Dillon, the Deputy Grand Mafter, for
- incorporating the Society by act of parliament ; but
on the fecond reading of the bill, it having been op-
pofed by Mr. Onflow, at the defire of feveral brethren
. who had petitioned the houfe againft it, Mr. Dillon
moved to poftpone the confideration of it fime die ;
and thus the defign of an Incorporation fell to the
ground.

Lord Petre fuccecded the duke of Beaufort on the
4th of May 1772, when feveral regulations were
made for better fecuring the property belonging to
the Society. A confiderable fum having been fub-
fcribed for the purpofe of building a hall, a committee -
was appointed to fuperintend the management of
that! bufinefs. Every meafure was adopted to enforce
thie Liwes for raifing a new fund to carry the defigns
of the Society into execution, and no pains. were
{fpared by the committee to complete the purpofe of
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their appointment. By their report to the. Grand
Lodge on the 27th of April 1774, it appeared, that
they had contracted for the purchafe of a plot of.
ground -end premifes, confifting of two large com-
modious dwelling-houfes, and a large garden, fitua-
ted in Great Queen-ftreet, Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, late
in the pofleflion of Philip Carteret Webb' efq. -ac~
ceafed, the particulars of which were {pecified .in a
plan then delivered ; that the real value. appeared to:
be 3,205, at the leaft, but that 3,180l. was the fum
contraled to be paid for the premifes; that the front
houfe might produce gol. per annum, and the back~
houfe would furnith commodious . committee-rooms,
offices, kitchens, &c. and that the garden was. fuf-
ficiently large to contain'a complete hall-for the ufe
of the Society, the expence of which. was calculated
aot to exceed 3000l. * This report having met with
general approbation, lord Petre, the dukes of Beau-
fort and Chandos, earl Ferrers, and lord vifcount
Dudley and Ward, were appointed truftees for the
Society, and the conveyance of the premifes which
had been purchafed was made out in their names,
On the 224 of February 1775, the hall-committee
reported to the Grand Lodge, that a plan had been
propofed and approyed for raifing 5ooal. to complete
the defigns of the Socnety, by granting annuities for

* Notwithftanding tlm eﬂuna(e, itappears by the Grand Treafurer’s
accounts, that in 1792 ebove 20,0001, had been expended on this b\uld.
ing, and thai, exclufive of ad annuity of 2501. onaccount of a tontu\c,
there then remained due ﬁ-om the hall fund to fundry tradefmen-a con-
fiderable debt, the greateft part of which has been fince paid off. The
¢avern has been rebuilt, and enlarged, within thefe few years, which- has
- increafed the expence to 30,0001

N3
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lives, with benefit of furvivorthip ; a plan now known
under the name of Zomtine. 1t was accordingly re-
folved, That theze ibon}d heone hundred lives at sol.
cach ; that the whole premifes belonging to the So-
ciety in Great Queen-fireet, with the hall to be built
thereon, fhould be vefted in truftees, as'a fecurity to
‘the.fubferibers, who fhould be paid 5l. per cent. for
their: monéy.advanced, the whole inteneft amounting
t0:250l. per. annum ; that this intereft fhould be di-
vided among the fubfcribers, and the furvivors. or
furwivor of them ; and, upon the death of the laft
furvivor, the whole to.determine for the benefit of.
the Society. The Grand Lodge approving the plan,
the fubfeription immediately commenced, and in lefs.
than three months it was complete ; upon which the
truftees of the Society conveyed the cftate to the
truftees. of the tontine, in purfuance of a refolution
of the Grand Lodge entered intq for that purpofe.
Onﬂthe 18t of May 1775 the fonndation—ﬁone *
r

R W:thm the Gomdmmﬁom was depofited s plate, wn.h the follovng
mfcnptnon P

ANNO REGNI GEORGII TERTII QUINDECIMO,
SALUTIS HUMANE, MDCCLXXV. MENSIS MAIl DIE
PRIMO,
HUNC PRIMUM LAPIDEM,
AULZE LATOMORUM,
(ANGLICE, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS).
POSUERIT
HONORATISSIMUS ROB. EDV. DOM. PETRE, BARO
PETRE, DE WRITTLE,
SUMMUS LATOMORUM ANGLLE MAGISTER
. ASSIDENTIBUS
VIR0 ORNATISSIMO ROWLANDO HOLT, ARMIGERO,
SUMMI MAGISTRI DEPUTATO ;
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of the new hall was laid in folemn form ¥, .in the
prefence of a namerous company of the brethren.
After the ceremony, the company proceeded in car-
riages td-Leatherfellers’-hall, where an elegant enter-
tainment was provided on the occafion ; and at this
meeting the office of Gm\d Chaplain was firt in-
ftituted.

The building of the hall went on fo rapndly that it
was finithed in little more than twelve months. On.
the 23d of May 1776, it was opened, and dedicated 4,
in folemn form, to Masonry, Vizrus, and Uni.
vERsAL CHARITY antd BEVEVOLENCE, in the prefence
of a brilhant affembly of the brethren. A new Odet,
written and {et to mufic on the occafion, was per-
formed, before a number of ladies who honoured the

# For the ceremony obferved on this oceafion fee P 99,
+ For the ceremony of dedication fee p. 95.
1 See Ode IL. at the end of the volume.:

I4

. VIRIS ORNATISSIMIS
JOH. HATCH ET HEN. DAGGE,
SUMMIS GUBERNATORIBUS ;
~ PLENOQUE CORAM FRATRUM CONCURSU;
- QUO ETIAM TEMPORE REGUM, PRINCIPIUMQUE -
- VIRORUM FAVORE,
‘ S’I'UDIOQUE SUSTENTA1UM—MAXIMOS PER
o : " EUROPAM ’
, . HONORES OCCUPAVERAT : -
NOMEN LATOMORUM, .
cur lNSUPER NOMINI SUMMUM ANGLIE CONVEN. .
TUM PRAEESSE FECERAT ,
- UNIVERSA FRATRUM PER'ORBEM MUL’I‘ITUDO, o
.E COELO DESCENDIT.- S
TNQ®I SEATTON. ' ;

N 4
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Society with their company on that day. An exor~
dium on Mafonry, not lefs clegant than inftrutive,
was given by the Grand Secretary. and an excellent
oration delivered by the Grand Chaplain. In com-
mgmoration of an event fo pleafing to the Society, it
was agreed, that the anniverfary of this oeremony
fhould be ever after regularly kept.

Thus was completed, under the aufpices of a no-
blcman, whofe amiable charafler asa man, and zeal
as a Mafon, may be equalled, but cannot be’ fur-
pafled, that -elegant and -highly finifhed room in
* Great Queen-firect, in which the annual affembly’
and quarterly communications of the Fraternity are
held; and to the accomplithment of which many
lodges, as well as private individuals, have liberally
fubfcribed. It is to be regretted, that the finances
of the Society will not admit of its bcmg folely rc-
ferved for mafonic purpofes.

. The hall is as elegant and highly-finithed a room
as the metropolis can fhow. The entrance into it
is from the Committee-room, through a fmall gal-
lery, on-the right of which is'a commodious flight
of fteps leading to the under-croft, or ground-apart-
ments, and on the left a fmall room appropriated for
the reception of wines on grand feftivals : above this
is a large mufic gallery, capable of containing three
hundred fpetators, exclufive of the band of mufic,
fupported by pillars and pilafters of the compofite
order. The length of this building within the walls
is 92 feet ; it is 43 feet broad, and upwards of 6o
feet high. At the upper end of the hall there is a
place allotted for the Grand Officers and their at-
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tendants, when the Grand Lodge meets, which takes
up about one-fourth of the whole length, and which
is_higher than the reft by two fteps ; at the extre-
mity of which is a very beautiful alcove of a femi-
circular form, in which is fixed a fine organ. On
the right and left of this elevated place are two gal-
leries, fupported by beautiful fluted pitlars of the
Corinthian order, cither for mufic, or to admit ladies
to the fight of fuch ceremonies as the laws of the
Society will permit. The remaining part of the
hall is for the ufe of the Grand Stewards, and bre-
thren in general, when the Grand Lodge affembles.
The pilafters on each fide of the hall are fluted, and

otherwife moft beautifully decorated. Between
~ thefe pilafters there are places appropriated for the
reception of full-length paintings of the Grand Maf-
ters, &c. Thofe at prefent fixed are, the Prince of
Wales, the earl of Moira, the late dukes of Cum-
berland and Manchefter, and the late lord Petre.
Above them are places for fuch hiftorical paintings
as have fome affinity to -the royal art, or ‘are ex-
preflive of the virtues of Free-mafonry. All the
other intermediate fpaces are elegantly decorated
- with the moft beautiful emblematical, fymbolical,
and hieroglyphical figures and rcprcfentatlons of the
myfteries of the royal art.

Round the top of the fide walls runs a fmall bal-
luftrade, or rather a kind of ornamented iron palli-

- fades, capable of holding a vaft number of fpe@ta-
tors 3 above which a number of femicircular windows
aze placed, fo contrived, as to open and fhut with the
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greateft eafe and facility, to let in frefh air as often

as may be required. The reafon why the windows
- are placed fo high is, that no fpetators from the ad-

jacent houfes may view the mgfonic ceremonies.

The roof of this magmﬁcent hall is, in all proba-
bility, the higheft finifhed piece of workmanthip in

urope, having gained univerfal applaufe from all
beholders, and has raifed the chara&er of the archi-
te&t (Richard Cox) beyond expreflion. In the center
of this roof a moft fplendid fun is reprefented in
burnifhed gold, furrounded by the twelve’ ﬂgus of
the Zodxac, with their refpetive charallers; viz.
Aries; ov. Taurus, 8. Gemini, n. Cancer, %.
Leo, §. Virgo, m;. Libra, =. Scorpio, M.
.Saggitarius, £. Capricorn, ¥5. Aquarius, &,
and Pifces, x.
The emblematic meaning of the fun is well “known
to the enlightened and inquifitive Frec-mafon; and
as the real fun is fituated in the centre of the uni-
verfe, fo is this emblematic fun fixed in the centre
of real mafonry. We all know that the fun is the ..
the fountain of light, the fource of the fcafons, the
caufe of the viciffitudes of day and night, the parent
of vegetat:on, and the friend of man; but the {cien-
tific Free-mafon only knows the reafon why the fun
:s _thus placed in the centre of this beautifull hall.

* Whenever the Grand Lodge affembles, this hall
is further ornamented with five brilliant and rich cut
glafs chandeliers, the moft magnificent of which
bangs above that part of the ball allotted to: the
Grand Officers; the other four are diftributed in

9
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pairs, at equal diftances. Thefe' uftres, with a fuffi-
cient number of fconces, in which only wax lights
burn, illuminate the hall with a great brilliancy.

The tavern.is 2 moft commodious fuite of rooms; 3
and, under its prefent conductors, pofiefles that large
portion of the public favour to which their civility,
liberality, diligence, and attention, moft juftly entitle
them.

The brethren of St. John’s lodge in Newcaftle, ani-
mated by the example fet them in the metropolis,
opened a fubfcription among themfelves for the pur-
pofe of building, in the Low Friar Chair in that town,
a new hall for their meetings; and, on the 23d of
September 1776, the foundation-ftone* of that build-
ing was laid by Mr. Francis Peacock, then Mafter of
the lodge. This ediﬁce was fpeedily completed, fur-_

® Underneath this flone was placed a copper plite, with the follovnng

infeription ¢

ZEDIFICU HVIVS
IN MVTVAM AMICITIAM STABILIENDAM
PRO SVMMI NATVRAE NVMINIS
ARCHITECTI REGNATORIS VENERATIONE
PRO VERI INVESTIGATIONE .
MORVM SCIENTLE ARTIVMQ. BONARVM -
INGENVO CVLTV
HVMANI GENERIS BENEFICIO
SOLATIVM TEMPESTIVVM PRABENDO
CONYENTVI FRATERNO SACRI
FRANSISCVS PEACOCK PREFECT. HONORAND.
FVNDAMENTA POSUIT
IN CALEND. OCTOB.
AN. SAL. HVM. MDCCLXXVI.
AN, CONSORT. MMMMMDCCLXXVI.

N6
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. nifhed, and dedicated ; but we learn that it has been
fince fold, and appropriated to other purpofes.

The flourifhing flate of the Society in England at-
tralting the attention of the Mafons in Germany,
they folicited our friendfhip and alliance. The Grand
Lodge at Berlin, under the patronage of the prince of
Hefle Darmitadt, requefted a friendly union and
correfpondence with their brethren of England, which
was agreed to, on the Grand Lodge of Germany
engaging to remit an annual donation to the fund of
charity.

The bufinefs of the Society having now conﬁder-
ably increafed, it was refolved, that the Grand Se-
cretary fhould be permitted in future to employ a
deputy, or aflitarit, at an annual falary proportxoned
to his labour.

" On the 14th of February 1776, the Grmd Lodgc-
refolved, That in future all Paft Grand Ofhicers
fhould be permitted to wear a particular gold jewel,
the ground enamelled blue ; and each officer be dif-
tinguifhed by the jewel which he wore while in of-
fice; with this difference, that fuch honorary jewel
fhould be fixed within a circle, or oval ; on the bor-
ders of which were to be infcribed hi< name, and the
year in which he ferved the office. This jewel was
intended to be worn in Grand Lodge pendant to a
broad blue riband, and, on other occafions, to be fixed
to the breaft by a narrow blue riband *.

% How far the introdu@ion of new ornaments is reconcilable to the
original praQtices of the Society, 1 will not prefume to determine ; Lut it
is the opinion of many old Mafons, that multiplying honorary diftin&tions

among Mafons, leffens the value and importance of the real jewels by
which the a&ing officers of ihe lodge are diftinguithed.
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Many regulations refpe@ing the government of
the Fraternity were cftablithed during lord Petre’s:
adminiftration. The meetings of irregular Mafons
again attralting notice, on the roth of April 1777,
the following law was enalted : ¢ That the perfons
¢ who affemble in London, and elfewhere, in the
¢¢ charatter of Mafons, calling themfelves Ancient
“ Mafons, and at prefent faid to be under the pa-.
< tronage of the duke of Athol, are not to be count
¢ tenanced, or acknowledged, by any regular lodge,
¢ or Mafon, under the conftitution of England: nor.
¢ fhal any regular Mafon be prefent at any of their
¢ conventions, to give a fanction to their procecd-
« ings, under the penalty of forfeiting the privileges
¢ of the Society: nor fhall any perfon initiated at
< any of their irregular meetings, be admitted into
« any lodge, without being re-made *. That this
¢ cenfure fhall not extend to any lodge, or Mafon
“ made, in Scotland or Ireland, under the, conftitu-
< tion of either of thefe kingdoms ; or to any lodge,
¢ or Mafon made abroad, under the patronage of any
¢¢ foreign Grand Lodge in alliance with the Grand
~ ¢ Lodge of England ; but that fuch lodge and Ma-
¢ fons fhall be deemed regular and conftitutional.”

* Remark.—This cenfure ouly extends to thofe irregular lodges in
London, which feceded from the reft of the Fraternity in 1738, aud fer
up an independent governn:ent, in open defiance of the eftablifhed autho-
rity of the kingdom, and the gencral rules of the inftitution. See
p- 241——244; it canaot apply to the Grand Lodge in York city, or to
any lodges urder that truly ancient and refpe@able banner; as the inde-
pendence and regular proceedings of that affembly bave been fully ad-
mitted and authenticated by the Grand Lodge in London, in the Book of
Conflitutions printed under their fandtion in 1738, p. 195. '
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An Appendix to the Book of Conftitutions, ¢on-
taining all the principal proceedings of the Society
fince the publication of the laft edition, was ordered
to be printed ; alfo a new annual publication, intitled
TeE FrREEMasons’ CaLEnDAR; and the profits
arifing from the fale of both, were to be regularly
brought to account in the charity fund. To preferve
the confequence of the Society, the following law
was alfo enaled at this time : That the fees for con-
ftitutions, initiations, &c. be advanced ; that no per-
fon be initiated into Mafonry in any lodge under-the
" conttitution of England for a lefs fum than two gui-
neas *; and that the name, age, profeflion, and place
of refidence of every perfon fo initiated, and of every
admitted member of a regular lodge fince the 2gth
of O&ober 1768, be regiftered, under the penalty
of fuch Mafon made, or member admitted, bemg
deprived of the privileges of the Society. '

. The Mafons in Sunderland having confiderably
mcreafed during his lordfhip’s adminiftration, an ele-
gant hall was built in that town for their meetings.
On the 16th of July 1778, this hall was dedicated in
folemn form before a numerous company of brethren;
on which occafion a very animated oration on Ma-
fonry was delivered in the prefence of above 120 la-
dies. On the 19th of November 1783, this hall was
deftroyed by fire, and many valuable books and
-papers were burnt.. The zeal of the brethren how-
ever induced them the following year to build ano-

* The ufual charitable donation at initiation in many lodges is now fel-
dom under five guineas, and more frequently double that fum,
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ther hall, named Phcenix-hall, of which the founda-
tion-ftone was laid in great pomp on .the gsthof
April 17843 and in the following year it was finithed,
and dedicated in folemn form.

Lord Petre granted provincial deputations for Ma-
dras and Virginia ; alfo for Hants, Suffex,and Surrey.
During his lordthip’s prefidency, fome lodges were
erafed out of the lift for nonconformity to the laws,
but many new ones were added ; fo that, under his
banner, the Society became truly refpe&able.

On the firt of May 1777, lord Petre was fuc-
¢eeded by the duke of Manchelter; during whofe
adminiftration the tranquillity of the Society was in-’
terrupted by fome private diffenfions. An unfortu-
nate difpute having arifen among the members of the
Lodge of Antiquity, on account of fome proceedings
of the brethren of that lodge on the feftival of St.
John the Evangelilt after his grace’s eleCtion, the
complaint was introduced into the Grand Lodge,
where it occupied the attention of every committee
and communication for twelve months. It originated -
from the Mafter, Wardens, and fome of the mem-
bers, in confequence of a refolution of the lodge,
having attended. divine fervicc at St. Dunftan’s
church in Fleet-ftreet, in the clothing of the Order,
and walked back to the Mitre Tavern in their rega-
lia, not having obtained a difpenfation for the pur-
pofc. The Grand Lodge determined the meafure to
be a wiolation of. the general regulations refpe&ing
public proceflions *, and various opinions being
formed, feveral brethren were highly difgufted.

* For an explanation of the nature of public proceffions at funerals, fee
» 99,
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Another gircumftance tended ftill farther to widen:
this breach. The Lodge of Antiquity having ex~
pelled three of its members for mifbehaviour, the
Grand Lodge interfered, and, without proper invef-
tigation, ordered them to be re-inftated: With this

- order the lodge refufed to comply, the members con-
ceiving themfelves competent and fole judges in the
choice of their own private Members. The privileges
of the Lodge of Antiquity * a&ting by immemorial
conftitution began to be fet up, in oppofition to the
Juppofed uncontrollable authority of the Grand Lodge
cftablithed by themfelves in 1717; and in she invefs
tigation of this point, the original caufe of the difpute
was totally forgotten. Matters were now carried to
the extreme on both fides, refolutions precipitately
entered into, and edits inadvertently iffued; memo-
rials and remonftrances were prefented in vain, and
at laft a rupture enfued. The Lodge of Antiquity,
on one hand, fupported its immemorial privileges;
appointed committees to examine records ; applied
to the old ledge in York city, and to the lodges in
Scotland and Ireland, for advice ; entered a proteft
againft, and peremptorily refufed to comply with, the
refolutions of the Grand Lodge ; difcontinued the
attendance of the Mafter and Wardens at the com-
mittees of charity and quarterly communications as
its reprefentatives ; publifhed a manifefto in its vin.
dication ; notified its feparation from the Grand
Lodge ; and avowed an alliance with the Grand
Lodge of all England held in the city of York, and

* For an accounk of this lodge and its privileges, fee p. 209. to
P. 215,
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every lodge and Mafon who wifhed to aét in - con-
formity to the original conftitutions. The Grand
Lodge, on the other hand, enforced its edicts, and
extended proteCtion to the few brethren whofe caufe
it had efpoufed, by permitting them to.affemble as a
regular Lodge without any warrant, under the deno-
mination of the Lodge of Antiquity itfelf, and fuffer-
ing them to appear by their reprefentatives at the .
Grand Lodge as the real Lodge of Antiquity, from
which they had been excluded, and which fill con-
tinued to a& by its own immemorial conftitution ;
anathemap were iflued, and feveral worthy men ex-
pelled the Socicty, for refufing to furrender the pro-
perty of the lodge to perfons who had been regularly
expelled from it; while printed letters were circulated,
with. the Grand Treafurer’s accounts, highly deroga-
tory to the dignity of the Society. This produced a
fchifm, which fubfifted for the fpace of ten years..
To jultify the proceedings of the Grand Lodge,

the following refolution of the Comsittee of Charity
* held in February 1779, was pnnted and dxfperfed
* among the lodges :

- % Refolved, That eyery private lodge derives its au-

« thority from the Grand Lodge, and that no autho-
< rity but the Grand Lodge can withdraw or take
¢ away that power. ‘[hat though the majority of a
¢ lodge may determine to quit the Society, the con-
¢ flitution, or power of aflemblihg, remains with,
& and is vefted in, the reft of the members who may
s¢ be defirous of continuing their allegiance ; and that
« if all the members withdraw themf{tlves, the con-
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¢ ftitution is extin&, and the anthonty reverts to-the
¢ Grand Lodge.”
This refolution, it was argued, might operate with
refpect to any lodge which derived its conftitution
from the Grand Lodge, but could not apply to one
which derived its authority from another channel,
long before the eftablithment of the Grand Lodge,
and which authority had never been fuperfeded, but
repeatedly admitted and acknowledged. Had it ap-
peared upon record, that, after thc eftablifhment of
the Grand Lodge, this original authority had been
furrendered, forfeited, or exchanged for a warrant
from the Grand Lodge, the Lodge of Antiquity muft
have admitted the refolution of the Grand Lodge its
full force ; but as rio fuch circamftance appeared on
record, the members of the Lodge-of -Antiquity were
juftified in confidering their immemorial conftitution
{acred, while they chofe to exift as a lodge, ‘and aét
in obedience to the ancient conftitutions..
Confidering the fubje& in this point of view, it
evndently appears that the refolutions of the Grand
Lodge could Lave no effet on thé Lodge of Anti-
quity, after the publication of the manifefte which
avowed its fcparation 3 ner while the members of
that lodge continued to meet regulady as heretofore,
and to promote the laudable purpofes of. Mafonry on
their old independent foundation. The Lodge of An-
tiquity, it was aflerted, could not be diflolved while
the majority of its members kept tqgether, and ated
in conformity to the original conftitations ; and no
edi& of the Grand Lodge, or its committees, could
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deprive the members of that lodge of a right which
had been admitted to be vefted in themfelves col-
le&ively from time immemorial; a right which had
not been derived from, or ever ceded to, any Grand
Lodge whatever.

To underfland msore clearly the nature of that
conftitution by which the Lodge of Antiquity is up~
held, we muft have recourfe to the ufages and cuf-
toms which prevailed among Mafons at the end of the
laft, and beginning of the prefent century. The Fra-
_ ternity then had a difcretionary power to .meet as

Mafons, in certain numbers, according‘ to their de-
grees, with the approbation of the mafter of the work
where any public building was carrying on, as often
as they found it neceffary fo to do; and when fo
met, to receive into the Order brothers and. fellows, -
and practife the rites of Mafonry. - The idea of ine
vefting Mafters and Wardens of lodges in Grand
Lodge aflembled, or the Grand Mafter himfelf, with
a power to grant warrants of conftitution to certain
brethren to meet as Mafons at certain houfes on the
obfervance of certain couditions, had then no exift-
ence. The Fraternity were under no fuch reftric-
tions. The ancient charges were the only ftandard
- for the regulation of condué, and no law was known
.. inthe Saciety which thofe charges did not inculcate.
'L'o the award of the Fraternity at large in general
meeting aflembled once or twice in a year, all bre-
thren were fub)c&, and the authority of the Grand
Mafler never extended beyond the bounds of that ge-
neral meeting. Every private aflembly, or lodge, was
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_ under the dire&ion of its particular Mafter, chofen
for the occafion, whofe authority terminated with the
meeting. When a lodge was fixed at any particular
place for a certain time, an atteftation from the bre-
thren prefent entered on record, was a fufficient
proof of its regular conftitution and this praétice
prevailed for many years-after the revival of Mafonry
in the South of England. By this authority, which
never proceeded from the Grand Lodge, unfettered’
by any other refiriions than the conftitutions of
Moafonry, the Lodge of Antiquity has always a&ed,
and ftill continues to a&t.

While I have endeavoured to explain the fubje
_ of this unfortunate difpute, I rejoice in the opportu-
nity which the proceedings of the grand feaft in 1790
bave afforded, of promoting harmony, by reftoring
to the privileges of the Society all the brethren of the
Lodge of Antiquity who had been falfely accufed and
expelled in 1779. By the operation of our profefled
principles, and through the mediation of a true friend
to genuine Mafonry, the late William Birch efq. Paft
Mafter of the Lodge. of Antiquity, unanimity was
happily reftored ; the manifefto publifhed by that
lodge in 1779 revoked; and- the Mafter - and
‘Wardens of that truly ancient aflociation, the firft
lodge under the Englith conftitution, refumed their
feats in Grand Lodge as heretofore ; while the bre-
thren who had received the fanttion of the Society as
nominal members of the Lodge of Antiquity during
the feparation, were re-united with the original mem-
bers of the real lodge, and the privileges of that ve-
nerable body limited to their original channel.
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Although I have confiderably abridged my obfer-
vations on this unfortunate difpute in the latter edi- .
tions of this T'reatife, I ftill think it proper to record
my fentiments on the fubje, in juftice to the gen-
tlemen with whom I have long affociated; and to
convince my brethren, that our re-vnion with the
Society has not induced me to vary a well-grounded
opinion, or deviate from the firi& line of confiftency
which I have hitherto purfued.

SECT. XIL

Hiflory of the moff remarkable Events in the Society
' Srom 1779 to 1791 inclufive.

AwM1psT thefe difagreeable altercations, intelligence
arrived of the rapid progrefs of the Society in India,
and that many néw lodges had been contftituted,
which were amply fupported by the firft charalers
in the Eat. Omdit-ul-Omrah Bahauder, eldeft fon
of the nabob of the Carnatic, had been initiated into
Maf.nry in the lodge at Trichinopoly near Madras ;
and had exprefled the higheft veneration for the in-
{titution. This news having been tranfmitted to
‘England officially, the Grand Lodge determined to
_ fend a congratulatory letter to his highnefs on the
occafion, accompanied with a blue apron elegantly
decorated, and a copy of the Book of Confiitutions
fuperbly bound. To Sir John Day, advocate-general
of Bengal, the execution of this commiflion was en-
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trufted*. In the beginning of 1780, an anfwer was
received from his highnefs, acknowledging the re-
ceipt of the prefent, and exprefling the warmeft at-
tachment and benevolence to his brethren in England.
This letter, which is written in the Pgrfian language,
was enclofed in an elegant cover of cloth of gold,
and addrefled 1o the Grand Mafler and Grand Lodge
of England.

This flattering mark of attention from fo diftin-
guifhed a perfonage abroad, was peculiarly grateful
to the Grand Lodge; who immediately refolved,
that an anfwer fhould be prepared and tranfmitted
to his highnefs, exprefling th: high opinion which
the brethren in England entertained of his merits,
and requeflting the continuance of his friendthip
and protetion to the Mafonic inftitution in the
Eaft. The thanks of the Grand Lodge were voted’
to Sir John Day; and a tranflation of his highne(s’s
lettex + was ordered to be copied on vellum, and,

. *Atthe grand feaft in 1592, Sir John was honoured with a blue
apron and the rank of a Grand Officer, as a compliment for hls meritori «
ous fervices on this oceafion.

+ As this letter is replete with genuine good fenfe and warm be-
nevolence, we fhall here infert the tranflation for djo gratification of
our brethren : ) .
¢ To the right worfhipfid his Grace the Duke of Manchefter, Grand

“¢ Majier of the illufirious and Lenevolent- Socicty of Free and Accepted

« Mafons under the Confiitution of Envlmul, ant the Grand Lodge

¢ thereof.

¢¢ Much henoured Six, and Breturex,

¢¢ An early kuowledge and participation of the beuefits arifing to our
¢ houfe, from its intimate union of councils and interefts with the
¢¢ Britith nation, and a dcep veneration for the laws, conftitution, and
¢ manners of the latter, have, for many years of my life, led me to
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with the original, elegantly framed and glazed,
hung up in the hall at every pubhc meeting of the
Society. :

The firft tc{hmony which Omdlt—ul Omrah gave
of his regard to the inftitution, was by the initiation
of his brother Omur-ul-Omrah, who feems to be

¢ feize every opportumty of drawing the tics between us flill clofer and
¢¢ clofer.
¢ By the accounts which have reached me, of the principles and
¢¢ pra&lices of your Fraternity, nothing can be more pleafing © the fo-
¢¢ vereign Ruler of the univerfe, whom we all, though in different ways,
< adore, or more honourable to his creatures; . for they ftand upon the
¢¢ broad bafls of indifcrrminate and univerfal benevolence.
¢¢ Under this convi€tion, I bad long wifhed to be admitted of your Fra-
¢¢ ternity, and now that I am initiated, I confider the title of an Englifh
¢¢ Mafon, as one of the moft honourable that I poflefs ; for it is at once
<¢ a cement of the friendfhip between your nation and me, the friend of
¢ mankind.
"¢« I have received from the advorate generul of Bengal, Sir John Day,
¢¢ the very acceptable mark of attention and eftvemn with which you have
" < favoured me ; it has been prefented with cvery circumftance of defer-
¢¢ ence and refpect that the fituation of things here, and the temper.of the
¢ times,' would admit of ; and I do affure your grace, and the_brethren,
¢ at large, that he has done ample juftice to the commiffion you have.con-
< fded to him, and has executed itin fuch manner as to do honour to
¢ hinfelf and me. ., :
¢ I fhall avail myfelf of a proper opportunny, to geuvince your grace,
¢ and the reft of the brethren, That Omdit-ul-Omrah is rot an un-
¢ fecling brother, or heedlefs of the precepts he has imbibed ; and that,
¢¢ while he teftifies his love aml efteem for his brethren, by firengthen-
¢ ening the bonds of humaiiity, he means.to minifter to the wants of the
¢¢ diftrefled.
" £¢ May the common Father of All, the one omnipotent and mercx(‘ul
¢ God, take you inta his holy keeping, and give you health, peace,

. “and length of years, prays your highly honoured and affe@ionate

¢ bmther,
0\1m1‘ UL Omum Banaupzr.”
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equally attached with himfelf in promoting the wel-
fare of the Society. '
Another event has alfo taken place at Madras,
which muft be very fatisfattory to the brethren of
England. The divifions and feceffions which on-
ginated in London in 1738, having unfortunately
reached India; by the intervention of brigadier ge-
neral Horne, who had been appoinged, by patent
from the duke of Cumberland, Provincial Grand
Mafter on the coaft of Coromandel, an union of the
brethren in that part of the world has been effeéted,
and the lodge, No. 152, ftyling themfelves Ancient
York Mafons, has joined a regular lodge under his -
aufpices, and voluntarily furrendered the irregular
warrant under which they had formerly aed. This
defirable obje&tbeing accomplithed, and the wifhes of
the brethren fulfilled, the general requefted their af-
fiftance to form a Grand Lodge, when the following
Officers were appointed, and inftalled in due form :

Brigadier gen. HornE, Prov. Grand Mafter.

Ter. Gahagan efq. Deputy Grand Matter.

Jof. Du Pre Porcher, efq. A&ing Grand Mafter.

Lieut. col. Rofs; Grand Archite&.

Licut. col. J. Campbell, Sen. Grand Warden,

Hamilton, efq. Junior Grand Warden.

James Grierfon, efq. Grand Secretary. -

James Amos efq. Grand Treafurer.

Lieutenant-colonel Moor-houfe and colonel L.
Lucas efqrs, Grand Stewards.

Major Maule, Grand Orator.

Charles_Bromley efq. Grand Sword- Bearer.
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The Grand Lodge havmg been regularly efta-
blithed, a propofal was made, that a new lodge
fhould be formed at Madras, under the name of
Perfe& Unanimity, No.I. This was unammouﬂy
agreed to, and the Provincial Grand Mafter giving
notice that he fhould perform the ceremony of con-
fecration on Saturday the 7th of ‘O&ober 1487, in
commemoratipn of ' the union which had been fo
amicably formed that day, requefted the proper
officers to attend on the occafion. Accordingly, on
the-merning of the day appointed, upwards of fifty
- brethren affembled at the houfe on Choultry Plain
- in-which the:public rooms were held, and at half
paft eleven o’clock the ceremony commenced.  After
the preparatory bufinefs had been gone through in
Grand Lodge, a proceffion * was formed, and march-

* Here follows the OrpER of the Processron.

Two Tylers, with drawn fwords.
) Music.
Bmtkers Elphinftone and Moorhoufe, Grand Steward-, with white
wands.
Bmther Gillefpie, as youngeft apprentice, carrying the rough ﬁone
. Apprentices, two and two,
Fellow-crafts, two and two,
Mafter-mafons, two and two.
Brothers Latham and Robfon, as Secretary and Treafurer of the new
: lodge,
PAST-MASTER.
Brother Taner, carrying a filver pitcher with corn, .
Brothers Gomond and Goree, carfying pitchers, containing wine
and oil.
Brothers Home and Horfiiman, carrying two great lnghu
CHORISTERS.

" Brether Rofs, Grand Archite&, ve'mym'gﬂv\gpol@edﬁnc-
. N . ' . .
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cd three times round the lodge 5 after which the bu-
finefs of confecration commenced, and was com-
pleted im a manncr {uitable to the folemnity .of the
occalion.  §everal old Mafons, who were: prefent,
declared that they never faw a ceremony cenduded
-with more dignity and prapriety.

The following brethren were then infialled Offi-
eqrs.of this new lodge, viz, Colly Lyouns Lucsa efq.
Maftes; Pullier Spencer efq. Senior Warden 3,
George Robert Latham efg Jumior Warden 3
George Maule efq. Secfetary i John Robms <fq.
Treafurer.

At two o’clock the brethren fat down to an excel-
lent dinner, which bad been provided by the, Grand
Todge ; amd many mafonic and loyal toafls h.eing

—

Brod\er Donaldfen, (36th regiment,) ss Grand Sword-Bearer, carrying
the fword of ftase.
Brother Grierfon, Grand Segretary, with hisbag.
Brothee Amos, Grayd Trestuter, with bis fleff
The LobGE, covered with white fatin, carried by four Tylers.
The wasthipful brothas Lugas, aa Mafter of the new lodge, cenrying
. thebible, compafles, and fquare, on a erimas{on velvet cuthion,
fupported by Reothess Daluynpla and Chafe,
Afiftant Stewards.

Byother Sir wage Ksith, carrying the Slver.confer.
Brother Manle,( Gutad Orator.
Third great light earried by Brother Gregory.
Brothers Campbell and Hamilton, Sealor and Junior Grand Wardens,
with their columus and truncheons.
Brotber Porcher, Agting (irand Mafler.-
" “Brothez Sadlisz, 23 Chief Magiftrate.
Brother Sir Henry Cofby, carrying the Book of Conflitutions.
Brigadiar General Hopnz, - Provincial Grand Mater, fupported by
Brothers Hawley and H’;l' Affiftant Stewards.
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drank, the day was concluded with that “pleafing
feftivity, harmony, and geod fellowfhip, which has
always diftinguithed the Society of Freo and Ac-
cepted Mafons.

‘We fhall now retutn to the hiftory of Mafonry it
England ; and recite the particulars which are mbﬂ
deferving attention.

During the prefidency of the duke of Manchener,
mew lodges were conftituted in different parts of .
England, and confiderable additions made to the
generat funds of the Society. The fums voted to
diftveffed brethren far exceeded thofe of any formed
period; and among other inftances of liberality,
may be fpecified, a very generous contribution’ of
one hundred pounds, which was voted by the Grand
Ledge towards the relief of our brethren im America:
who bad fuffered great lofles in confequence of thd
rebellion there, and whofe fituation was very feel-
ingly defcribed in a letter from the lodge No. I a¢
Halifax in Nova Scotia.

A fingular propofition was made in Grand Lodge -
on the 8th of April 1778, that the Grand Mafter
and his Officers fhould be diftinguifhed in future
at all public meetings by robes, to be provided at
their own expence; and that Paft Grand Officers
fhould have the fame privilege. This meafur® at firft
was favounrably received ; but, on farther inveftiga-
tron in the Hall Committee, to which it was re-
ferred, it was found to be fo dizmetriéiﬂ; oppofite
to the original plan of the inflitution that it was
very properly laid afide. :

o2
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The finances of the Society occupied great part
of the proceedings of the Committees and Commu-
nications during his grace’s adminiftration. The
debts due on account of the hall appearing to be
very confiderable, it was determined to make an
application to the lodges to raife 2000l. to pay them
off. For this purpofe, in confequence of a plan
offered to the confideration of the Grand Lodge in
June 1779, it was refolved, that a fubfcription
fhould be opened, to raife the money by lcan, with-
out intereft, at the difcretion of the fubfcribers;
that 251. fhould be the fum limited for each. fub-
fcriber, and the number of fubfcribers to be one
hundred ; and that the monies fo fubfcribed fhould
be repaid, in equal proportions, among the fub-
fcribers, at fuch times as the hall-fund would admit..
It was alfo determined, that an honorary medal
thould be prefented to every fubfcriber, asa mark of
refpect, on account of the fervice which he had ren-
dered the Society ; and that the bearer of fuch medal,
if a Mafter Mafon, fhould have the privilege of being
prefent at, and voting in, all the future meetings of
the Grand Lodge. This mark of attention prompted
fome lodges, as well as individuals, to contribute,
and the. greateft part of the money was fpeedily -
raifed, #hd applied for the purpofe intended.

The Stewards’ Lodge, finding their finances much
reduced by feveral members having withdrawn their
annual fubfcriptions, applied to the Grand Lodge
for relief ; upon which it was refolved, that in fu-
ture no Grand Officer fhould be appointed, who was
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‘not at the time a fubfcnbmg member of the Stew-
ards’ Lodge. :

A meafure, however, of more mportance attrated
the attention of the Society at this period. It had
been obferved with regret, that a number of worthy
brethren in diftrefs had been fubje&ed to much in-
convenience and difappointment from a want of re-
. lief during the long fummer recefs, as there was
feldom any Committee of Charity held from the be-
ginning of April to the end of O&tober. Toremedy
this complaint, the Grand Lodge unanimoufly re-
folved, that an Extraordinary Committee fhould meet
annually in the laft week of July, or firft week of
-Auguft, to adminifter temporary relief to- fuch dif-
trefled obje&s as might regularly apply, not exceed-
ing five pounds to one perfon.

The bufinefs of the Society having of late very
confiderably increafed, the Grand Lodge was induced
to. appoint pro tempore an affiftant to the Grand
Secretary, to hold equal rank and power with him-
felf in the Grand Lodge *. Among many regulations
‘which were now eltablifhed, it was determined that
in future no perfon fhould hold two oﬂices at the
fame time inthe Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge of Germany having applied for
leave to fend a reprefentative to the Grand Lodge of
England in order more effeCtually to cement the
union and friendfhip of the brethren of both couns

* The bufinefs is now conducted by one perfon as heretoforc, who finds
an affiftant to a&t as Deputy ; and a falary of 100l. per anpun from the
Charity and Hall funds jointly has been voted, out of which the Depmy’a
fee is vaid.

03
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.tries, brother John Leonahrdi was appointed to that
office. The requeft being complied with, a refolu-
‘tion pafled, that in compliment to the Grand Lodge
of Germany, brother Leonahrdi fhould wear- the
-clothing of a Grand Officer, and rank next to Paft
.Grand Officers in all the public meetings of the
Society.

This additional cement was highly pleafing ; and
Jed the brethren to regret, that no intercourfe or cor-
-refpondence fhould have fubfifted ncarer home, be-
tween the Grand Lodge of ‘England and the Grand
Lodges of Scotland and Ireland, though all the
‘members were now fubjets of the fame fovereign,
and happily united in the encouragement of the Art.
* At the communication in April 1782, this impcrtant
bufinefs coming under confideration, after a variety
of opinioris had been delivered, it was unanimoufly
refolved, that the Grand Mafter fhould be requefted
te adopt fuch means as his. wif{dom might fuggeft, to
promote a good underftanding among the brethren
- of the three united kingdoms. Notwithftanding
this refolution, the wifhed-forunion has not yet been
fully agccomplifbed ; but we truft from fome late
proceedings in the Grand Lodge of Scotland, through :
the mediation of the earl of Moira, that event is not
far diftant.

At this meeting alfo, the pleafing mtelhgence was
communicated, that the duke of Cumberland in-
tended to accept the government of the Society.
This having been regularly ftated to the Grand
Lodge, his highnefs was propofed Grand Mafter
ele& ; and, in compliment to him, it was refolved,
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that he fhould have the privilege of nominating 2
peer of the realm as Alting Grand Mafter, who
fhould be empowered to fuperintend the -Bociety in
his abfence; and that, at any future period when
the Fraternity might be honoured with a ‘Prince of
the blood at their head, the fame prmlege (hould be
granted.

At the annual grand feaft on the 1ft of May 1782.
the duke of Cumberland was unanimoufly elected
Grand Mafter; andit being fignified to the Society
" that his highnefs meant to appoint the earl of Effing-.
ham A&ing Grand Mafter, the appointment was coft~
firmed, and his lordfhip prefided as proxy for his,
royal highnefs during the feaft. .

- On.the 8thof January 1783,amonenmmadein
Grand Lodge, and afterward confirmed, that the in-
tereft of five per cent. on Ioool. which had been ad-.
vanced for the purpofes of the hall from the charity-
fund, fhould: ceafe to be paid ; -and further; that the
principal fhould be annihilated, and funk into the
hall-fund.. In confequence. of this refolution; the
~ monéy has been regularly brought to account in the:
hall expenditures. Many other regulations were con-
firmed at this meeting, to render the hall-fund more,
produQive, and to enforce obedience to ‘the laws
refpecting it *. How far fome of thefe regulations-

* The regulations eftablifhed at this meeting were as folfows

1. That no brether initiated fince O&ober 29, 1768, thall be ap-
pointed to the honour of wearing a blue of red apron, unlefs the Graud,

Secretary certifies that his name has Leeu fegiftered, and the fees paid.
" 9. That no brother initiated fince that time, fhall be appointed Mafler
or Warden of a lodge, or be permitted to attend any committes. of

04
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are confiftent with the original plan of the inftitu-
tion, muft be left to abler judges to determine ; but
it is certain that, in earlier periods of our hiftory,
fuch compulfory regulations were unneceflary.

-sharity, or grand lodge, unlefs his name bas been regifiered, and the fees
peid.

3. That every petitioner for charity, initisted fince that time, fhall fet
forth in his petition, the lodge in which, and the time when, he was made
a Mafon : in order that the Grand Secretary may certify, by indorfement
on the back of the petition, whether his vame has beer regiftered, and
the fees paid.

4. That every lodge fhall tranfmit to the Grand Secretary, on or before
the grand feaft in cvery year, a lift of all perfons initisted, or members
admitted, together with the regiftering fees; or notice that they have
not initiated or admitted any, that their filence may not be imputed to
contempt,

5. That to prevent the plea of ignorance or forgetfulnefs. a blank form
fhiall be printed, and fent to each lodge, to be filled up, and returned to
the Grand Secretary.

6. That the Grand Secretary fhall lay before the ﬁrﬁ quarterly commu-
nication after each grand feaft, an account of fuch lodges as have not re-
giftered their members within the preceding year, that they may be erafed
from the lift of Jodges, or be otierwife dealt with as the Grand Lodge
may think expedient.

7. That to prevent any injury to individwals, by bemg excluded from
the privileges of the Society, through the negle& of tkeir lodges, in their
names not having been duly regiftered, any brethren, on producing fuffi-
eient proofs that they have paid the due regiftering fees 10 their lodges,
fhal] be capable of enjoying all the privileges of the Society ; hut the of
fending lodges fhall be rigoroufly proceeded againft, for detaining fees that
are the property of the Soeiety.

On the 20th of March 1788, an additional regulation was made,
¢ That ten fhillings and fix-pence be paid to the Grand Lodge for regif-
¢ tering the name of every Mafon initiated in any lodge under the confti-
¢ tution after the Sth of May 1788.” And at this meeting aunother’
refolutior paffed, ¢ That no lodge fhould be permitted to attend or vote in
¢« Grand Lodge, which had not complied with this regulation,”
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- At the Grand Lodge held on the 23d of Novembér’

1783, an addition was made to the Grand Officers,

by the appointment of a Grand Portrait Painter; -

and, at the requeft of the duke of Mancheﬁer, that
honour was conferred on the rev. William Peters, in
teftimony of the fervices which he had rendered to
the Society, by his ele sant prefent of the portrait of
lord Petre. .

" During the remainder of this year, there was
fcarcely any farther bufinefs of importance tranf-
aGed. On the 19th of November, information was
given to the Grand Lodge, that two brethren, under
fan&tion of the Royal Military Lodge at Woolwich,
which claimed the privilege of an itinerant lodge;

had lately held an irregular meeting in the King’s

Bench prifon, and had there unwarrantably initiated
fundry perfons into Mafonry. The Grand Lodge,

conceiving this to be an infringement on the privi--

leges of every regular conftituted lodge, ordered the
{aid lodge to be erafed from the lift 5 and determined,

that it was inconfiftent with the principles of Ma-
fonry to hold any lodge, for the purpofes of making,

paffing, or raifing Mafons, in any prifon, or place
of confinement.

At this Grand Lodge alfo, it was refolved, to enact
certain regulations, fubjecting the Deputy Grand
Mafter and Grand Wardens to fines, in cafe of non-
attendance on the public meetings of the Society;
and thefe regulations were confirmed in " Grand
Lodge on the 11th of February following.

‘While thofe proceedings were carrying on in Eng-
land, the brethren in Scotland were profecuting their

o5
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labours with equal zeal for the good of the Craft.
. 'The great improvements made in the ¢ity of Edin~
burgh afforded ample room for ingenious architets
to difplay their mafonic talents and abilities 5 and in
this city the operative part of the Fraternity were
fully occupied, in rearing ftately manfions, and plan-
ning elegant fquares.

On the 1ft of Auguft 1785, a very pleafing fight
was exhibited to every well-wifher to the embellith-
mernt of Edinburgh, in the ceremony of laying the
foundation-ftone of the South Bridge, bging the firft
ftep to farther improvement. In the morning of that
day, the right hon. the Lord Provoft and Magif-
trates, attended by the Grand Mafter Mafon of Scot-
land; and a number of nobility and gentry, with the
mafters, office-bearers, and brethren of the feveral
. lodges, walked from the parliament-houfe to the
bridge in proceflion *. The ftreets were lined by the
's8th regiment, and the city guard.

. Lotd Haddo, Grand Mafter, having arrived at the
place, laid the foundation-ftone with the ufual fo-

* The following Order of Proceflion was obferved :
The proper Officers, bearing the city infignia.
The right hon. Lord Provoft and Magiftrates.

) Band of inftrumental mufic,

® A band of fingers.
The Lodges according to feniority; brethren walking three and three.
Lodge of Grand Stewards.

Nobility and Gentry, three and three.
Office-bearers of the Grand Lodge, in their badges of office.
Officers of the Grand Lodge, with infignia.

Grand Wardens,

i } Gaaxo Mastan. '{.Gs‘fbgm.
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lemnities. His lordthip ftanding on the eaft, ‘with
. the Subftitute on his right hand, and the Grand Wars
dens on the weft, the {quire, the plumb, the level,
and the mallet, were fucceflively delivered by an ope-
rative mafon to the Subftitute, and by him to the
Grand Mafter, who applied the fquare to that part of
the ftone which was fquare, the plumb to the feveral
edges, the level above the ftone ih feveral pofitions,
and then with the mallet gave three knocks, faylng,
¢ May the Grand: Archite& of the Univerfe grant a
bleffing on this foundation-ftone, which we have now
laid ; and by his providence enable us to finith this,
and every other work which may be undertaken for
the embellifhment and advantage of this city I” On
this the brethren gave the honours.

The cornucopia and two filver veflels were then
brought from the table, and delivered, the cornuco-
pia to the Subftitute, and two veflels to the Wardens,
which were fucceflively prefented to the Grand Maf-
ter, who, accerding. to ancient form, fcattered the
corn, and poured the wine and: oil, which they con-
tained, on the ftone, faying, ¢ May the All-bounteous .
Author of Nature blefs this City with an abundance
of corn, wine, and oil ; and with all the neceffaries,
convenisncies, and comforts of life! and may the
fame Almighty Power preferve this City fron. ruin
and decay to-the lateft pofterity !”

The Grand Mafter, being fupported on the rlghtr
. hand by the duke of Buccleugh, and on the left by
the earl of Balcarras, addrefled himfelf to the Lord
Provoft and Magiftrdtes in a fuitable fpeech for the
~occafion 5 and the coins of the prefent reign, and:-a

o6
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filver-plate with the followmg mfcnpnon, 'were de-
poﬁted in the ftone : -

. . ,-\

'ANNUENTE DEO -OPFIMO MAXIMO,
REGNANTE GEORGIO III. PATRE PATRIAF,
HUJUS PONTIS
© QUOVICI EXTRA MCENIA EDINBURGI,
URBI COMMODE ADJUNGERENTUR, -
ADITUMQUE NON INDIGNUM TANTA
. URBSHABERET, - -
: PRIMUM LAPIDEM POSUIT .
- NOBILIS VIR GEORGIUS DOMINUS HADDO,
<’ ANTIQUISSIMI SODALITII ARCHITECTONICI
: APUD SCOTOS CURIO MAXIMUS,
- PLAUDENTE AMPLISSIMA FRATRUM CORONA,
IMMENSAQUE POPULI FREQUENTIA.

orus,
UTILE CIVIBUS GRATUM ADVENIS,
- URBI DECORUM PATRIE HONESTUM,
DIU MULTUMQUE DESIDERATUM,
(ONSULE JACOBO HUNTER BLAIR,
INCEPTI AUCTORE INDEFESSO,
SANCIENTE REGE, SENATUQUE BRITANNIAE,
APPROBANTIBUS OMNIBUS,
TANDEM INCHOATUM EST
1PSIS KALENDIS AUGUSTI
A. D. MDCCLXXXV. .
AERAE ARCHITECTIONICAE s785.
QF.F. Q.S

TRANSLATION.

By the blefﬁng of Almighty God,_in the reign of Geprge the Third,
the Fathér of his country, the right hon. Georce Lorp Happo; Grand
Mafter of the Moft Ancient Fraternity of Free Mafons in ‘Scotland,
amidft the acclamations of a Grand Aflembly of the brethren, -and a vaft
conrﬁutfe of pwple, .Iud the firft ftone of this bridge, intended to form &

t e 1 between the city of Edmburgb and its
ﬂlburbs , and en accefs not unwonhy of fuch & city. -
‘66 This work, fo ufeful to the inhabitants, fo pleafing and convement to -
Srangers, fo ornamental ¢o the city, fo creditable to the country, fo long
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and much wantedand withed for, was at lat begun, with the fanétion of
the king and parliament of Great Britain, and with univerfal approba-
tion, in the provoftthip of James Hunter Blair, the author and inde-
fatigable promoter of the undertaking, Auguft; the ‘1R, the year of
our Lord 1783, and of the wra of Mafon:y 5785.—Which may God
profper.” '

An anthemwas then fung, and thc preccﬂiqn bemg
reverfed, returned to the parliament-houfe. After
which the Lord Provoft and Magiltrates gave an ele-
gant entertainment at Dunn’, 3 ‘rooms to -the Grand
Lodge, and the nobility and ¥ gentry who had affifted
at the ceremony.

The next public ceremony in which the Socaety
bore a principal fhare, was in laying the foundation-
ftone of that valuable feminary of learning, the new
Collegé of Edinburgh. This Univerfity has for many
years been efteemed one of the moft celebratcd. in
Europe, and has attracted a great number of ftuderits

- in phyfic, and other branches of fcience, from all
parts of the world. The eminence of its profeflors
in every branch of learning is univerfally admitted 3’
and it is moft fervently to be wifhed, for the honour
of the kingdom, that the whole plan may be com-
pletely executed agreeably to the intention of the
original promoters. As this is an event worthy of
record in the annals of Mafonry, I fhall defcnbe?

" minutely the ceremony obferved on the occafion. . -

- On the 13th of O&ober 1789, Mr. Robert Adam,

» archxte&, prefented the plans of the intended build-
ing, at a public breakfaft given by the Lord Prhvoft
to the Magiftrates and the Principal and Profeffors of
the Univerfity of Edinburgh, and explained their -
ufes, for the various fchools, halls, and houfes. The
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whole company having expreffed the higheft fatis-
fattion at the defign, it was immediately refolved,
that a fubfcription fhould be opened to carry the
plan into execution 3 and Monday the 16th of No-
vember was fixed for laying the foundation-ftone of

the new ftru&ture.

On the morning of the day appointed for perform-
ing the ceremony, the brethren affembled at eleven
o'clock in the Parliamenmt-houfe, to meet lord Na-
pier, who was at the time Grand Mafter of Scot-
land. When the lodges were arranged, the Grand
Mafter fent notice to the Lord Provoft and Magif-
trates who had affembled in the Council-chamber ;
and to the Principal, Profeflors, and Students of the
Univerfity, who had met in the High Church. At
half paft twelve, the proceflion began to move in the
following order :

1ft. The Principal, Profcflors, and Students of the Univerfity, with
their mace carried before them. Principal Robertfon being fupported on
the right band by the Rev. Dr. Hunter, profeflor of divinity, and on the
left by th “Rev. Dr. Hardy, profeffor of church hiftory. The Pro-
feﬂ'alwqmnllmbed and each of the Students had a fprig of laurel.in
his hat..*
.+ - 2d. fThe Lord Provoft, Magiftrates, and Council, in their robes, pre-
ceded- by the fword, macc, &c. The Lord Provoft being fupported on
the right and left by the two eldeft Baillies.
ad. A.complete choir of Singers, under the direQion of fignor Schc;ky,
finging anthems as the proceffion moved.
* ath. The Lodges, accarding to feniority, juniors preceding, with their
different infignia. o ’
5. A complete band of inftrumental mufic,
*.6th, The Grand 8tewards, properly clothed, with white rods.
7th. The Noblemen and Gentlemen attending the Grand Mafter,
sth. A large drawing of the Eait Front of the New College, camed by
two operative Mafons,
II
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« oth, The grand jewels, borne by the Palt Mafters of Lodges.
- 10th. Oficers of the Grand Ladge, properly clothed.
11th. Paft Grand Mafters.
13th. Lord Narsar, prefent Grand Mafier, fupported on the right
hand by Sir William Forbes Bart. Paft Grand Mafter, and on the left, by
the duke of Buccleugh.
A detachment of the 35th regiment from the caftle, together with dw
cuy guard, lined the ftreeis.

At one o’clock, the Grand Mafter reached the fite

of the College, when the foundation-ftone was laid

- with the ufual ceremonies *. After which the Grand
Matfter addrefled himfelf to the Laord Provoit and
Magiftrates as follows :

My Lord Provost, and MacisTraTES, of the City of
* Edinburgh.

In compliance with your requet, I' have now had the honour,. in the
capacity of Grand Mafter Mafon of Seotland, to lend my aid towards lay-
ing.that ftone, on which it is your intention to ere® a new College, I
I muft ever confider it as une of the fortunate events in my life, that
the Craft of Free and Accepted Mafons fhould be calléd forth, to aflift at
an undertaking fo laudable, and fo glorious, during the time that, from
their affeétion, I have the honour of fitting in the chuir of the Grand
Lodge. . .

The attention to the improvement of this city, manifefted-hy,the Ma.
giftrates, your predeceffurs in office, has, for many yrars, excited the
admiration of their fellow-citizens, The particular exertions of your,
" Lordthip and your Colleagues have merited, and it gives ‘me infinite,
fatisfa&ion to fay, have obtained, the univerful appm\ntson of all ranks
of men,

The bufinefs of this day, equally to be bered in the annals of.
this city and of Mafoury, will tranfmit your names with luftre to pofterity. ;
Thoufands yet unbor, learning to admire your virtues, will thereby be,
fimulated ta follow the great example you have fet them, of fteady pa-
triotifm, love of your country, and anxious defire to advance the welfare,
and increafe the fame, of the city. of Edinburgh.

- # The particulare of this part of the ceremony were exaétly fimilar to that.
obferved at laying the foundation-flone of the South Bridge, fee p. 298,



304 ILLUSTRATIONS

In the name of the Craft of Free and Accepted Mafons, and in tmy ows,
1 fincerely imylore the prote&ion of the Supreme Archite& of the Uni-
verfe on your lordfhip and your brethren in the magiftracy! May you
long continue here the ornaments of civil fociety; and may you hereafter be
received into thofe manfions, thofe lodges, prepared in heaven for the
bleffed !

To this addrefs the Lord Provoft, in name of the
Magiftrates and Town Council of the City of Edin-
burgh, made a fuitable reply.

The Grand Mafter then addrefled the Principal,
as reprefenting the Univerfity of Edinburgh, in the
following words :

REVEREND SIR, .
Permit me to congratulate yon as Principal, and your brethren as Pro-
feffors, of the Univerfity of Edinburgh, on the work in which we have this

day been engaged.—A work, worthy of your Patrons, who (ever confider-
ing the public good) will not permit the feat of learning; eftablifhed iu this

‘™. . ancient metropolis, to bear the appearance of decay, at a time when fo-

much attention is beftowed on the elegance and convenience both of pub-
lic and private edifices.

Permit me, likewife to congratulate my conntry, on the pmbabnlny of
feeing the different chairs of the magmificent fitruGure now to be ereéted,
filled by men fu diftinguifhed for their piety, fo eminent for their learning,
and fo celebrated for their abilities, as thofe to whom I now have the
honour to addrefs myfelf.

Any penegyric that I can pronounce, muﬁ fall fo far fhort ol' what is
due to you, Sir, and your honourable and learned brethren, that it would
be prefumption in me to attempt to exprefs my fenfe of your deferts,
Suffice it to fay, that the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and the lodges de-
pending on it, are moft happy, in having this opportunity of affifting at,
and witnefling, the laying the foundatiun, whence it is their earneft with a
buildiag may arife, which, in future ages, may be as renowned for the ex-
cellence of its teachers, and as much refpe@ted for the propriety of condué&t
in its ftudents, as the Univerfity mow is, over which you have the peculiar
fatisfa&lion of prefiding.

May the Almighty Archite&, the Sovereign Difpofer of all events,
grant, that the Principal and Profeflors of this College may continue to
deliver their inftru&ions, and the ftud wve their admonitions, in
fuch a manner, as may redound to the glory of God, the promotmg of
fcience, sad the extenfion of all ufeful learning. :
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To which the rev. Principal made the following
reply :—

‘ My Logo,

From very huimble beginnings, the Univerfity of Edinburgh has at-
tained to fuch eminence, as entitles it to be ranked among the moft cele-
brated feminaries of learning. Indebted to the bounty of feveral of-our
Sovereigns —diftinguifhed particularly by the gracious Prince now feated
on the Britith throne, whom, with gratitude, we reckon anong the moft
munificent of our royal benefa&ors—and cherithed by the continued at- -
‘tention and good offices of our honourable Patrons, this Univerfity can now
boaft of the number and variety of its inflitutions for -the isfiru&ion of

youth in all the branches of literature and fcieree.

- With what integrity and difcernment perfons have been chofen to prefide
in each of thefe departments, the charaéter of my learned colleagues affords
thie moft fatisfying evidence. From confidence in their abilities, and affi-
duity in difcharging the duties of their refpedtive offices, the Univerfity of
Edinburgh has beconie a feat of education, not only to youth in every part
of the Britith dominions, but, to the honour of our country, ftudents have
becn attracted to it from almoft every nation in Europe, and every flate in

One thing ftill was wanting. The apartments appropriated for the ac-
¢commodation of Profeffers and Students were fo extremely unfuitable to
the flourifhing flate of the Univerfity, that it has long heen ‘the general
with to have buildings more decent and convenient ereéted. What your.
lordthip has now done, gives a near profpeét of having this with' accom-
plithed ; and we confider it as & moft aufpicious circumftance, that the
foundation-ftone of this new manfion of fcience is laid by your lordthip,
who, g your anceftors, reckon a man, whofe original and univerfal
genius places him high among the illuftrious perfons who have contributed
moft eminently to enlarge the boundaries of human knowledge.

Permit me to add, what I regard as my own peculiar felicity, that by
having remeined in my prefent ftation much longer than any of my pre-
deceffors, I have lived to witnefs an event fo beneficial to this Univerfity,
the profperity of which is near to my heart, and has ever been the ohje&t
of my warmeft wifhes. X

May Alniighty God, without invocation of. whom no a&tion of import -
ance fhould be begun, blefs this undertaking, and enable us to carry it on
with fuccefs! May he continue to proteét our Univerfity, the obje& of
whofe inftitution is to inftil into the minds of youth, principles of found
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knowledge ; to'infpire thew with the love of religion and virtue; and te
prepare them for filling the various fituations in fociety, with hommr to
themfelves, and with benefit to their country !
All this we afk, in the name of Chrift ; and unto the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, we afcribe the kingdom, power, and glory ! Amen.
After the Principal had finithed his fpeech, the'bre-
thren concluded the ceremony with the honours.
Two cryftal bottles, caft on purpofc at the glafs-
houfe of Leith, were depofited in ‘the foundation-
ftone. 1In one of thefe were put different coins of
the prefent reign, each of which was previoufly en-
veloped in cryftal, in fuch an ingenious manner that
the legend on the coins could be diftinQly read
without breaking the cryftal. In the other bottle
‘were depofited feven rolls of vellum, containing a
fhort account of the original foundation and prefent
Hate of the Univerfity; together with feveral other
papers ; in particular, the different new{papers, con-
taining advertifements relative to the college, &c.
and a lift of the names of the prefent Principal and
. Profeffors, alfo of the prefent Lord Provoft and Ma«
giftrates, and Officers of the' Grand Lodge of Scot-
land. The bottles being carefully fealed up, were
covered with a plate of copper wrapt in block-tin ;
.and, upon the under-fide of the copper, were en-
graven the arms of the city of Edinburgh, and of the
Univerfity ; likewife the arms of the right hon. lord
Napler; Grand Mafter Mafon of Scotland. Upon
the upper-fide, a Latin infcription, of which the fo!-
lowing is a copy :

ANNUENTE DEO OFT. MAX.
RL(:NANIE GEORGIO 111, PRINCIPE MUNIFICEN-
TISSIMO,
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ACADEMIE EDINBURGENSIS
ZEDIBUS,
INITIO QUIDEM HUMILLIMIS,
ET JAM, POST DUO SECULA, PENE RUINOS
NOVI HUJUS ZEDIFICII,
" UBI COMMODITATI SIMUL ET ELEGANTIZ,
TANTO DOCTRINARUM DOMICILIO DIGN &,
CONSULERETUR,
PRIMUM LAPIDEM POSUIT,
PLAUDENTE INGENTI OMNIUM ORDINUM FRE-
QUENTIA, 4
VIR NOBLISSIMUS FRANCISCUS DOMINUS NAPIER,
REIPUB. ARCHITECTO* IC/E APUD SCOTOS
CURIO
MAXIMUS. :
XVI KAL. DECEMB.

ANNO SALUTIS HUMAN £ MDCCLXXXIX.

ZERE ARCHITECTONICZ [9DIDCCLXXXIX.
CONSULE THOMA ELDER ;
ACADEMLE PREFECTQ GULIELMO B.oBEn'xSON,
ARCHITECTO ROBERTO ADAM.
QF.F. QS8

TRANSLATION.

By the blefling of Almighty God,

In the reign of the moft munificent Prince Georee I1L
The buildings of the Univerfity of Edinburgh,
Being originally very mean,

Aml now, after two centuries, almoft a ruin,

The Right Hon. FrRaNcis Lord NaPikER,
Grand Mafter of the Fraternity of Free Mafons in Scotland,

Amidft the acelamations -
Of a predigious conceurfe of people,
Laid the foundation-ftone
Of this new fabric,

In which an union of elegance with convenience,
Suitable to the dignity of fuch a celebrated feat of learning,
Has been ftudied,

On the 16th day of November,

Tn the year of our Lord 1789,

And of the wra of Mafonry 5799.
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Tuomas ELbEr being the Lord Provoft ef the City;
WiLLiam RoserTson, the Principal of the Univerfity 3
And RoBerT ApAM, the Archite&.

Moay the undertaking profper, and be crowned with fuccefs.

An anthem having been fung, the brethren re«
turned, the whole proceffion being reverfed; and
when the junior lodge arrived at the door of the Par-
liamént-houfe, it fell back to the right and left with-
in the line of foldiers, when the Principal, Profeflors,
and Students ; the Lord Provoft, Magiftrates, and

- Town Council; and the Grand Lodge, pafied through
with their hats off.

The proceflion on this occafion was one of the
motft brilliant and numerous that ever was -exhibited
in the city of Edinburgh. The Provoft and Magif-

~ trates had very properly invited many of the nobility
and gentry from all parts of the country, to witnefs
the folemnity of laying the foundation-ftone of a
College, the architeCture of which, it is agrced by
all who have feen the plan, will do honour to the
city, to the nation, and to Europe. But the number
of perfons invited was far exceeded by the immenfe
multitude of all ranks, who, defireus of viewing fo
magnificent a fpe&acle, filled the fircets, windows,
and even roofs of the houfes, all the way from the
Parliament-clofe; down the High-ftreet and Bridge-
" ftreet, near the fouth end of which the foundation-
ftone was laid. Above 20,000 were fuppofed to be
witnefles of this ceremony ; and, notwithftanding
this immenfe crowd, the greateft order and decency
were obferved; nor did the fmalleft accident
happen.
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On the 7th of January 1795, the brethren in Scot-
Tand had another opportunity of exemplifying their
fkill in the pra&tical rules of the Art, at opening the
new bridge for carriages at Montrofe. This under-
taking had been long deemed impra&icable, on ac-
count of the extent being near half a mile acrofs a
rapid influx and reflux of the fea ; but was at. laft
happily accomplithed under the fuperintendance of
the Fraternity, and the great poft road from the fouth
to the north of Scotland is now united. A public
proceflion was formed on this occafion, and the
Grand Mafter, amidft an immenfe concourfe of

 people, having critically examined the work, declared
it well built; and ably execated.
* Having defcribed the principal works in which the
brethren in Scotland were employed, we fhall now
refume the hiftory of Mafonry in England, and trace
the occurrences that have taken place there, under.
the aufpices of the duke of Cumberland, and his.
fucceflor. the prince of Wales,

On Thurfday the oth of March 1786, his royal'

- highnefs Prince William Henry, now duke of Cla-
reénce, was initiated into Mgjfonry at the. Lodge.
Ne 86, held at the Prince George inn at Plymouth.
On the 4th of January 178’7, was opened in Lon-.
don, the Grand Chapter of Harodim. Though this
order is of ancient ‘date, and had been patronifed in.
different parts of Europe, there appears not on record:
previous to this period the regular eftablifhment of:
fuch an aflociation in England. For fome years. it
was faintly encouraged; but fince its merit has been
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further inveftigated, it has received the pattonage of
feveral exalted mafonic charalters.

‘The myfteries of this order are peculiar to the
inftitution itfelf, while the leQtures of the Chapter
include every branch of the mafonic fyftem, and re-
prefent the art of Mafonry in a finifhed and completc
form.

Different clafles are eftablithed, and pamcular
le&ures reftricted to each clafs. The leGtures are
divided into feQions, and the feQions into claufes.
The feéftions are annually affigned by the Chief
Harod, to a certain number of fkilful companions
in each clafs, who are denominated SECTIONISTS 3
and they are empowered to diftribute the claufes of
their refpective feCtions, with the approbation of
the Chief Harod and General Direétor, ameng the
private companions of the Chapter, who are deno-
reinated CLAUSEHOLDERs. Such companions as by
afliduity. become poflefled of all the fections in the:
leQture, are called LECTURERs ; and out of thefe the.
General Direétor is always chofen.

. Every Claufehobder, on his appointment, is pre-
fented with a ticket, figned by the Chief Harod, -
fpecifying the claufe allotted to him. This ticket
entitles him to enjoy the rank and privileges of a
Claufeholder in the Chapter; and no Claufcholder
can transfer his ticket to another Companion, unlefs-

the confent of the Council has been obtained for that. "

purpofe, and the General Dire&or has appruved the:
Companion to whom it is to be transferred, as qua-
lified to hold it. In cafe of the death, ficknefs, or
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non.refidence in London, of any LeQurer, Se&tionift,
er ClaufehoMer, another Companion is appointed to
fill up the vacancy for the time being, that the lec-
tures may be always complete; and during the
feflion, a public le€ture is ufually delivered at ftated
The Grand Chapter is governed by a Grand Pa-
tron, two Vice-Patrons, 2 Chief Ruler, and two Af-
fiftants; with a Council of twelve refpectable Com-
panions, who are chofen annually ‘at the Chapter
neareft to the feftival of St. John the Evangelift.
-~ On Thurfday, the 6th of February 1787, his
royal highnefs the Prince of Wales was made a
Mafon, at an occafional lodge, convened for the
purpofe, at the Star and Garter tavern, Pall-mall,
aver which the Duke of Cumberland prefided in
perfon.  Aad on Friday the 21ft of November fol-
Jowing, his royal highnefs the Duke of York was
- initiated into- Mafonry, at a {pecial lodge convened
for the purpofe, at- the fame place, over which the
Grand Mafter alfo prefided in ‘perfon. His high-
nefs was introduced by his royal brother the Prince
of Waies, who- affifted at the ccremony ‘of his
initiation.. -
- On the zgth of March 1788, another event wor-
_ thy of notice in the annals of Mafonry took place '
—the inftitution of the Royal Cumberiand: Free-
mafons-fchool, for maintaining, clothing, and edu-
cating the female children and orphans of 'indigent:
brethren. o the benevolent exertions of chevalier
Bartholomew Rufpini, the Fraternity are firft ine
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debted for this eftablifhment. Under the patron-
age of her royal highnefs the duchefs of Cumber-
-land, the fchool was originally formed ; and to her
foftering hand is owing its prefent flourithing ftate,
by her recommending it to the Royal Family; as
well as to many of the nobility apd gentry of both
fexes. On the 1ft of January 1789, fifteen children
were taken into a houfe provided. for them at So-
mers Town, St. Pancras; but fince that time, by
the liberal encouragement which the Charity has
received from the Fraternity in India as well as in
England, the Governors have been enabled to aug-
ment the number of children at different pehods to
~ fixty-five. .

The obje&t of this Charxty is to train up children
in the knowledge of virtue and religion ; in an early
deteftation of vice, and its unhappy confequences;
in induflry, as neceffary to their condition; and to
imprefs ftrongly on their minds, a due fenfe of fub-
ordination, true humility, and obedience to their
fuperiors.

In 1793, the Governars, anxious ftill farther to
extend the benefits of this Inftitution, hired on leafe
a piece of ground in St. George’s Fields belonging
to the city of London, on which'they have ereted a
commodious and fpacious fchool-houfe -at the ex-
pence of upwards of 2,500l., in which the children
are now placed. This building is fufficiéntly ex<
tenfive to accommodate an hundved children ; and.
from the exertions of the Fraternity at home and
abroad, there is every reafon to hope that the Go-.
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vernors will foon have it in their power to provide
for that number *. :
This Charity is under the immediate fuperintend-
ance of her royal highnefs the duchefs of Cumber-
land, the patronefs ; their royal highnefles the prince
of Wales, the duke of York, the duke of Gloucefter,
and Prince Frederick of Orange, the Patrons; Che-
valier Bartholomew Rufpini, the Inftitutor ; the

¢ The followingare fome of the general regulations for the manage-
ment of this School :

tvery child who is admitted into the School muft be the daughter of a
Mafon who has been initiated into the Society three years, and regiftered
in the books of the Grand Lodge; and fuch child, at the time of applica-
tion, muft be between the age of five and ten years ; not weak, fickly, or
afflited with any diforder or- infirmity; muft have had the fmall-pox,
and be free from any corporeal or mental defp&. There is no
reftri®ivn as w0 her parochial fetilement, whether it be in town or
country. o

Children continue in the School till they attain the age of fifteen years,
during which time they are carefully inftru&ted in every domeftic employ-
ment; and when they quit the School, are placed out as apprentices, #i-
ther to trades, or as domeflic fervants, as may be found moft fuitable to
their refpetive capacities.

A Quarterly General Court of the Governors is held on the fecond
Thurfday in January, April, July, and O&ober, to receive the reports of
the General Committee, order all payments, admit and difcharge chil-
dren, and tranfa& all general bufinefs refative to the Charity. )

A General Committee, confifting of perpetual and life Governors, and
thirty annual Governors, meet on the laft Thurfday in every month, to
reccive the reports of the Sub-comnittees, and give fuch direGions as they
fhall judge proper, fubje&t (o the confirmation or-reje®ion of the fuc-
eeeding Quarterly Court,

A Houfe Comnittee, confifting of twelve members of the General
Committee, meet on the Thurfday precediug each mecting of that Corn-
mittee, (or oftener, if any mauter require their attendance,) to whom the
internal management is fpecially delegated ; ‘for which purpofe they vific
whe School in weekly rotation, examine the !vroviﬁom and ftores fent in

P

.
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right hon. earl of Maira, fir William.Addington
knt., James Hefeltine, James Galloway.efqrs. the
Truftees; and fir Peter Parker bart. and William
Forfteen efq. the Treafurers *.

To the benevolent and indefatigable exertions of
William Forfteen, Anthony Ten Brocke, Adam
Gordan efqrs., and a few other refpeable. bre-
thren, the Society are principally indebted for the
complete eftablithment of this truly laudable Infii-
tution; and fuch have been the care and pains be- .

for the ufe of the Charity, and fee that the feveral regulationsare
firictly complied with, and report their p dings to the G | Com-
mittee.

A Committee of Auditors, confifting of twclve members of the Ge-
neral Committce, meet previous to every Quarterly Court, to examine
the vouchers and accounts of the Treafurer and ColleGor, fee that the
- fame are properly entered by the Secretary, dnd prevent any payments
being made, which have not been previoufly esamined and approved by
- the Houfe and General Committees.

* Abfiraé of the general Priniciples upon which this Charity is conduéed,
and the Qualification and Privileges of a Governor. '

1. Every perfon fubfcribing one guinea annually, is deemed a Gover-
nor, or Governefs, during the time fuch fubfeription is continued.

2. Every fubfcriber of ten guineas, or upwards, is deemed a Governor
or Governefs for life; and fuch Governor is a Member of thé Genersl
Committee. )

3. The Mafler for the time being of any lodge fubferibing one guinea
anndally, is decmed a Governor during that time.

4. The Mafter for the time being of any lodge fubferibing ten guineas, »
is 2 member of the Committee for fifteen years ; and on fuch lodge paying
“the further fum of ten guineas within the fpace of ten years, fuch Mafter
for the time being is a Governor, and member of the Committee, fo long
as fuch lodge exifts.

5. The Mafter for the time being of any lodge fubfcribing twenty gui~
neas, is a perpetual Governor, fo long as fuch lodge exifts.

<
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fowed on the education of the clhildren, that the
fums arifing from their work, for {feveral years. paﬁ.
have exceeded 200l. annually.

On the 10th of February 1790, the Grand: Lodge
voted an annwal {fubfcription of 251 to this Charity,
and particularly récommended it to the lodges ws
deferving encouragement ; in confequence of which
confiderable fums have been raifed for its fuppeet
and among the very liberal fubfcriptions from the
lodges, the Shakefpeare Lodge at Covent Garden,
under William Forfteen, efq. is particularly diftin-
guifhed, having as a lodge, and from individualy
belonging to it, paid above a thoufand pounds to
the fund. From thefe donations and the increafe of

6. Any fubfcriber who has slready made a benefadtion of ten giness,
or the Mafter of any lodge who has contributed twenty guincas, and
choofes to repeat fuch donatien, is entitled to the pnvnlege of a fecond
vote on all queftions relative to the Charity.

. The executor of any perfon paying a legacy of one hundred pounds
fonhe ufe of the Charity, is deemed a Governor for life; and in cafe @
legacy of two hundred pounds, or upwards, he paid for the ufe of dig
Charity, then all the executors proving the will are deemed Governors
for life. )

8. Every Governor hasa right to vote at all Quarterly and Special
Courts ; and every Nobleman, Member of Parliament, Lady, Mafter of a
country lodge, and Governor not refiding wichin the bills of mortality,
have a right to vote by prexy, at all ballots and ele@ions; but no perfon,
beingz an annual Governor, can be permitted to vote at any ete&ion until
the fubfeription for the current year; (and arvears,: u‘nny,) are pﬁd tothe
Trenfurer

9. Any Governor fupplying this Infitution with any amcle, wheres

“ from any emolument way arife, fhall not vote on any queftion relative
thereto ; nor can fuch Governor be a mewher of any Commmee wbaeeus
dwmg the. time he ferves the Charity. PR

,o P2 .
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‘annual contributions, an Inftitution, which refle&s
great honour on the Fraternity, promifes fair to have
a permanent eftablifhment.

The duke of  Cumberland continued in the office
of Grand Mafter till his death in September 1790 ;
when it may be truly faid, that fuch a valuable ac-
quifition was made to the Society during his high-
nefs’s adminiftration, as is almoft unparalleled in the
annals of Mafonry.

On the 1oth of February 1790, regular nbtncc
was given in Grand Lodge, that his royal highnefs
‘prince Edward, now duke of Kent, while on his
travels, had been regularly initiated into Mafonry in
the Union Lodge at Geneva; and we are fince cre-

" dibly informed that his royal highnefs prince Au:
guftus Frederick, now duke of Suffex, has beén
likewife initiated into the Order at a Lodge in
Berlin. :

The Grand Lodge, highly fenfible of the great

‘honour conferred on the Society by the initiation

of fo many royal perfonages, unanimoufly refolved,

-that each of them fhould be prefented with an

“apron, lined with blue filk, the clothing of a Grand

-Officer ; and that they fhould be placed, in all pub-
lic meetings of the Society, on the right hand of the
Grand Mafter, and rank in all proceffions as Paft
Grand Mafters.

On the 2d of May 1790, the grand feaft was
honoured with the prefence of the duke of Cum-
‘berland, the Grand Mafter in the chair; attended
‘by his royal nephews, the prince of Wales, and the
dukes of York and Clarence, with above five Lun-
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dred other brethren. At this Grand Affembly was
confirmed the re-inftatement of the members of the
Lodge of Antiquity in all their mafonic privileges,
after an unfortunate feparation of ten years; and
among thofe who were re-inflated, the Author of
this treatife had the honour to be included. '

On the 24th of November 1790, his royal high-
nefs the prince of Wales was ele@ed to the high and
important office of Grand Mafter, and he was
pleafed to appoint lord Rawdon (now earl of Moira)
Ad&ting Grand Mafter, who had previoufly filled that
office under his late royal uncle, on the refignation of
the carl of Effingham, who went abroad on his ac-
cepting the governorfhip of Jamaica. '

* On the gth of February 1791, the Grand Lodge
refolved, on the motion of lord Petre, that, in tefti--
mony of the high fenfe the Fraternity entertained of
. the honour done to the Society by his royal highnefs
the prince of Wales’s acceptance of the office of
Grand Mafter, three ¢legant chairs and candiefticks
fhould be provided for the ufe of the Grand Lodge;;
and at the grand feaft in May following, thefe were
accordingly finifhed, and prefented to public view ;-
but unfortunately the Grand Mafter’s indifpofition
at that time prevented him from honouring the
Society wich his prefence. Lord Rawdon, however,
officiated as proxy for his royal highnefs, who was
re-cle@ted with the moft joyful acclamations.
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SECT. XIL

Hy?ory of Mafonry fram the Inflallation of the Prince
of WaLES a5 Grand Mafler, 0 the Grand Feaf?
-5"1795 whsfw_ :

A'r ‘the Grand Fealt held at Frecmafons -Hall
on the 2d of May 1792, his royal highnefs the
Prince of Wales was inftalled Grand Malfter, to the’
mexpreﬂible joy of the Fraternity, in-the prefence of
_ his royal brother the duke of York, the right hon..
lord Rawdon, now earl of Mo:ra, and above goo
other refpetable bretl,)ren. The: repeated applaufes
beftowed by thqcompany upan the royal brothers,
were - hnghly grateful to their feclings, while the
affability and heart-felt fatisfaltion of the Grand
Mafter at the head of his brethren were particularly.
nouccd. . His highnefs performed the dutics of his.
office in 3 itylc {uperior to moft of his predeceffors.
Hxs obfervations were clear, acute, and diftin&t ; his
cxpreﬂ.ion wis fluent, manly, and pertinent 3 and his
enlogmm .on his deceafed uncle, the laft Grand
Mafter, pathetic, graceful, and elegant. The com- -
pliment he conferred on the earl of Moira as Ating
Grand Matfter, was truly mafonic; and to all his
Officers, on their appointments, he paid the proper
tribute to their refpective merits. In fhort, during
the whole ceremony, his demeanour was courteous,
pleafing, and dignified,
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An wera fo important in the annals of Mafonry
muft be recorded with peculiar fatisfaion. Under
the aufpices of fo illuftrious a pattern as the heir
apparent to the crown of Great Britain, the Society
muft neceflarily extend its influence, and the Fra-
ternity derive great encouragement in their zealous
endeavours to promote the principles of the inftitus
tion. Teflimonies of loyalty and attachment to the
family on the throne, and to the happy conftitution
of the country, were tranfmitted to his highnefs
from the brethren in every quarter. The lodges in
town and .country vied with each other in exprefions
of duty and affection to the Grand Matter, and in
various addrefles to his highnefs teftified fubmiffion
and obadience to the laws, and an ardent with to
fupport that well-regulated form of government,
from which they and their anceftors had derived the
invaluable bleflings of liberty, fo truly effential to the
happinefs of his majefty’s {ubjects in general, and
to the propagation of: thofe principles which diftin~
guith the Craft of Mafons in particular—univerfal
charity, brotherly love, and peace.

On the 21ft of June, the brethren in the coanty.
of Lincoln tranfmitted their grateful acknowledg~
ments to his highnefs in a column of heart of oak,
which was prefented by the rev. William Peters,
their Provincial Grand Mafter. Stimulated by the
fame motive, feveral other lodges copied the ex~
ample, and on the 7th of January 1793, the Free-
mafons of Cornwall unanimoufly voted an addrefs -
to his highnefs, which was prefented by fir John
St. Aubyn, their Provincial Grand Mafter, and moft

F 4
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gracioufly received. In fhort, one fpirit feemed to
animate the whole Fraternity, who joyfully hailed
the rifing fplendor and profperity of the Craft.

The French revolution, which, in extent and im-
portance of effe®, is unqueftionably the mofi mo-
mentous event that has happened fince the religious
- revolutions in Europe at the beginning of the fix-
teenth century, having unfortunately- given rife at
this time to many unhappy diffentions, which fpread
.their contagion among fome of the inhabitants of
this ifland, it became neceffary to counteraét the
meafures of thofe miftaken individuals who were
endeavouring to fow the feeds of anarchy, and poifon:
the minds of the people againft his majefty’s govern-
ment, and the excellent conftitution under which
they enjoyed the invaluable blefings of liberty and
property. This induced moft of the corporate ho-
dies in the kingdom, and all the true friends to the
conftitution, to ftem the torrent of oppofition, and
promote in their different departments a juft fenfe
of the advantages enjoyed under the prefent govern-
‘ment. Hence addreffes to the thronc were daily
prefented, with affurances of a determination to
fupport the meafures of adminiftration ; and among.
the reft, it was deemed proper that the Society of
Mafons, by adding their mite to the number, thould
fhew that attachment to the King and Conftitution
which the laws of the Order enjoined. Accordingly,
on the 8th of February 1793, the Grand Lodge

unanimoufly refolved, that the following Addrefs

fhould be prefented to his Majefty, by his Royal High-_

nefs; who, in compliance with the requeft of his bre-.
~
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thren, condefcended to prefent it in perfon to his-
Royal Parent, by whom it was moft graclouﬂy re-
ceived :

To the King’s Moft Euellem Maiesty,

The humble Addrefs of the Grand Lodge of the Ancient Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Mafons uuder the Canﬁttutton of England.
MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN,

AT a time when nearly the whole mafs of the people anxioufly preds
forward, and offer with one heart and one voice the moft animated tefli-
monies of their atiachment to your Majefty’s Perfon and Government, and
of their unabated zeal, at this period of innovation and anarchy in other
conatries, for the unequalled Conftitution of their own, permit a body of
men, Sire, which, though not known to the laws, has heen ever obedient
to them — men who do not yield to any defeription of your Majefty’s
fubjefts in the love of their Country, in true allegiance to their Sove-
reign, or in any other of the duties of a good Citizen — to approach you
with this public declaration of their political principles. The tin:es, they
think, demand it of them ; and they wifh not to be among the luft, in
fuch times, to throw their weight, whatever that may be, into the feale
of Order, Subordination, and good Ciovernment.

It is written, Sire, in the Inftitute of our Order, that we fhall not, at
our meetings, go into religious or political difcuffion ; becaufe, compofed
(as our fraternity is) of inen of various nations, profeffing different rules of
faith, and attached to oppofite fyftems of governmen', fuch difcuffions,
fharpening the mind of man againft his brother, might offend and dif-
unite. A crifis, however, fo unlooked for as the prefent, juftifies to our
judgmeut a relaxation of that rule ; and our firft duty as Britons fuper-
feding all other confiderations, we add, without further paufe, otir voice to
that of our fellow-fubje®s, in declaring one common and fervent attach-
ment to a government by King, Lords, and Commons, es eftabl.fhed -by
the glorious Revolution of 1688.

The excellence of all human inftitutions is comparative and fleeting ;
pofitive perfe@ion, or unchanging aptitude to its obje, we know, be-
longs mot to the work of man ; but, when we view the principles of go-
vernment which have recently obtained in 0THER NATIONS, and then look
upon ouRr OWN, we exult in pofleffing, at this time, the wifeft and beft
pod'ed fyftem the world has ever known : —a. fyﬁen which affords xQuarL.

R
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protedtion (the only EquALITY we look for, or that indeed is pradlicable)
and impartial juftice to all. ’ -

It may be thought, perhaps, being what we are, a private fociety of
men — conneéted by invifible ties = profeffing fecrecy, — myfterious in .
our teetings, — famped by no A& of Pretogutive, — and acknowledged
by no law; we affume a port and hold a lazguage upon this occafion, to
which we ean urge no legal or admitted right. We are the free citizens,
Sire, of a fre+ flate, and number many thoufands of our body. — The
Heir Appatent of th: empire is our Chief.—=J¥e fraterntze for the pur-
pofes of foeial intercourfe, of mutual affiftance, of charity to the difireffed,
and good-will to all : and fidelity to a trufl, reverence to the magifirate
und obedience to the laws, are fculptured in capitals upon the pediment of
our Foftitution. And let us add, that, pervading as we do, every clafs of
the cemmunity, and every walk of kfe, and diffeminating our principles
wherever we firike root, this addrefs may be confidered as fpeaking, in
epitome, the fentiments of a people. '

Having thus attefted our principles, we have only to implore the Sue
preme Archite&t of the Univerfe, whofe almighty hand hath laid in the
deep the firm foundatioh of this counigy’s greatnefs, and whofe protelling
hield hath covered her amidft the crafh of nations, that he will continue
to thelter and fuftainher.  May her fons be contented, and her daughters
happy ! and may your Majefty; — the immediate inftrument of her
‘prefent profperity and power, to whom unbiaffed pofterity fhall thus in-
{cribe the column ¢

To GeORGE, the Friend of* the People,
and Patron of the Arts, which brighten and embellith life,
With yout amisble Queen, and your royal Ptog;ny,
Long, lqng continue to be the bleffing and the boaft of a gratefaul, |
happy, and united people !

Given, unatiimoutly, in Grand Lodge, at Freemafons’-Hall, this
6th of February, 1793. (Signed)

(Countertigned) ’ Riwbon, A.G. M.
Wittiam Wuite, G. 3. Perer Panker, D. G. M.

For the Grand Matfter’s attention to the interefts
of the Society, in prefenting the above loyal and
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affeQionate Addrefs, the Grand Lodge unianimoufly
voted the following Addrefs to his Highnefs :

To his Royal Highnefs the Prince of WaLes, Grand Mafter of the moft
Ancient and Honourable Socicty of Free and Accepted Mafons.

MOST WORSHIPFUL AND ROYAL SIR,

ACCUSTOMED, as we have been, from the hour in which your name
firft adorned the roll of our Order, to the manly vigor of your miad, and
the winning henignity of your manners, we did not look for any event which
could raife you in our eftimation, or draw you nearer to our affetions.
With you at our head,” we have feen our reputation advanced in the opi-
nion of our fellow-fubjeéts, our fyftem expand itfelf, and added hunoar
and increafing profperity lie in unclouded profpeét before us. Thefe
things we afcribe to you, Sir, as to their proper fource; and yet the filent
homage of the heart has been hithérto the only return we have made yon.
Such, however, has been the generous alacrity with which your Rogal
Highncfs has offered to prefent to his Majefty the accompanying tributs
of our fervent }oyaltv to him, and of our unfhaken attachment to that
Conftitution, which (happily for thefe nations) at once coufirms his pof-
feffion and your inheritance, and all the rights of all the people ; and fuch
the fenfe we entertain of the proud diftin&tion yon have thus conferred
upon our Body, that it were inconfiftent with our | , we think, as
well as irkfome 10 our feclings, to continue longer filent. ) .

Accept then, Royal Sir, our warn.eft aud moft dutiful acknowledgments-
for your gracious condefcenfion upon this (to us) moft momentous occafion.
May he, by whom kings govern and empires profper, fhower upon your
Royal Parents, yourfelf, and the whole of your illufirious lme, his’choiceft
bleffings ! May you all long exift in the hearts of a brave and generous
people ; and Britain triumphant, her enemies be abafed! May her ac-
knowledged fuperiority, returning peace, and the grateful reverence of
refcued nations, perpetuate the fame of her virtues, the influence of her
example, and the weight and authority of her dominion ! '

By the unanimous order of the Grand Lodge,

(Counterfigned) (Signed) Rawpon, A. G.M.
WirLiam Waite, G. S. Pster Parker, D. G, M.

While thefe proofs of the profperity of the So-
ciety in England were univerfally fpread througha
»6
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out the kingdom, accounts were daily tranfmitted
of the rapid progrefs of the Inftitution in different
parts of the world. Many dignified and refpe-
able charalters had ‘enrolled their names among
the Fraternity 3 and it is with fome degree of fatis-
faltion, that among them we have to record the
name of the king of Sweden, who was initiated into
the Order at the Grand Lodge of Stockholm on the
22d of March 1793, under the aufpices of Charles
duke of Sudermania, regent of the kingdom, who
prefided as Grand Matfter on the occafion.
~ The brethren in America at this period alfo feem
to have ben no lefs zealous in exprefling a dutiful
attachment to their patrons and protetors ; for the
Grand Lodge of the Commonwealth of Maffachu-
fetts in North America having nearly arranged their
Conftitutions, tran{mitted a copy of them to Ge-
neral Wathington with the following Addrefs :

Addrefs of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted M :fons of the Com-
monwealth of Maffachufetts in North America, to their Brother
- GrorGE WASHINGTON. :

WHILST the hiftorian is defcribing the career of your glory, and
the inhabitants ofan exterfive empire rre made happy in your unexampled
exertions ; whilft fome cclebrate the Hero, fo diftinguithed in liberating
United America, and others the Patriot who prefides over her councils; a
band of brothers, having always joined the acclamations of their country-
men, now teflify their refpe&t for thofe milder virtues wlnch have ever

- graced the man.

“Taught by the precepts of our Society, that all its members fland upon
@ LEVEL, we venture’ to affure this flation, and to approach you with
that freedom which diminithes our diffidencc, without leflening our re--
fpe&. Defirous to enlarge the boundaries of focial happinefs, and to
vindicate the ceremonies of their Inftitution, this Grand Lodge has pub-
lithed ¢ A Bouk of Conflitutions,” (and s eopy for your scceptance. sew
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companies this,) which, by difcovering the principles that a&tuate, will
{peak the eulogy of the Society, though they fervently wifh the condu&
of its members may prove its higher commendation.

Convinced of its attachment to its caufe, and readinefs to encourage its
benevolent defigns, they have taken the liberty to dedicate this work to
one, the gualities of whofe hears, and the ations of whofe life, have con-
tributed to improve perfonal virtue, and extend throughout the world the
moft endearing cordialities ; and they humbly hope he will pardon this

* freedom, and accept the tribute of their efteem and homage. .

May the Supreme Archite@ of the Univerfe proteét and blefs you, give
you length of days and increafe of felicity in this world, and then receive
you to the harmonious and exalted Society in Heaven !

: Joun Curtrer, G. M.
Bofton, Josian Bartrer, S.G. W,
Dec. 27, A.L. 1792, Munco Mackay, J. G- W,

"To this Addrefs General Wathington retumed the
following Anfwer :

Anfuwer to the GrRanp Longe of Free and Accepted Mafins of
MafJachufetis.

FLATTERING as it may be 1o the human mind, and tnlly honour-
able as it is, to receive fram our fellow-citizens teftimonies of approba-
tion for exertions to promote the public welfare ; it is not lefs pleafing to
know, that the milder virues of the heart are highly refpefied by a So-
ciety whofe liberal principles are founded in the immutalle laws of truth
and juftice. o

To enlarge the fphere of focial happinefs is worthy the lenevolent de-
_fign of & Mafunic Inftitution; and it is moft ferventy to be withed, that
the conduét of every member of the Fraternity, as well as thofe publica-
tions that difcover the principles which adtuate them, may tend to con-
vince mankind, that the grand olje& ¢f Mafonry is to promote the happt-
nefs of the human vace.

While I beg your acceptance of my sthanks for the *¢ Book of Conflitu-
tions,” which you have fent me, and for the honour yon have dove me
in the Dedication, permit me to affure you, that I feel all thofe emotions -
of gratitude which your sffeGtionate Addrefs and cordial wifhes are calcu-
lated to infpire; and I fincerely pray, that the Great Archite@ of the
Univerfe may blefs you here, and receive you hereafier into his immortal
temple ! . Gro. WasHiNGTON.
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-From thid time we perceive that the Society of
Freemafons in America continued to flourith under
the aufpices of General ‘Wathington, who continued
his patrohage to the lodges till his death. This
great man, who difplayed in his own perfon the
',rare combination of <military and pacxﬁc talents, of
general and ftatefman, and evinced in private life
the moft endearing manners and unblemithed pro-
bity, died at his feat at Mount Vernon in Baltimore,
of an inflammation in his throat, on the r4th of De-
cember 1799. On the 18th, his remains were
configned to the tomb with the moft folemn funeral
pomp. The proceflion from Mount Vernon was
formed abourt three o’clock in the _afternoon, and
moved to the place of hlS interment in the following
order : :

Minute guns from a veflel in the river announced the cemmencement
of the ceremony.
Cavalry, Infantry, and Guards, marched with arms reverfed.
Mufic — Clergy.
The General's horfc, with his faddle, holfters, and piftols.
The Corpfe, fupported by Coloneis Little, Marftelle, Gilpin, Payne,
Rargfay, and Simms, as pall-bearers.
At the head of the'coffin was infcribed, Surge ad judicium ;
About the middle, Gloria Deo;
And on the filver plate, < General Georae W asHineTON depamd this
life on the 14th Decemler 1799, Ztatis 68."
‘The Mourners, Mafonic Brethren, and Citizens, clofed the proeeilion.

Having arrived at the bottom of the elevated lawn
on the banks of the Potomak, where the family
vault is placed the cavalry halted, and the infantry
marched towards the Mount and formed their lines.
The clergy, mafonic brethren, and citizens then des
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fcended into the vault, when the funeral fervice was
performed. After which three general difcharges,
were given by the infantry, while the cavalry, and
eleven pieces of artillery, which lined the banks of
the Potomak at the back of the vault, paid the laft
tribute of refpec to their venerable departed hero;
and the firing was repeated from the veflel in the
river.

At a meeting of the houfe of rcprcfcntatwes at
Philadelphia on the day following this ceremony,
it was voted that a committez fhould be appointed,
in conjun&tion with one from the fenate, to con-
fider on the moft fuitable means of paying honour
to the memory of this great man, who ranked firft
in war, firft in péace, and firft in the hearts of his
countrymen ; it was alfo refolved, that the houfe
fhould wait on the Prefident of the United States,
to exprefs their condolence on the mournful events
that the fpeaker’s chair fhould be covered with -
black, and that all the members and officers of the
houfe fhould appear in deep mourning during the
fefion. Thus was demonftrated the warmeft tefti-
monies of affe&tion of a grateful people, to the
memory of their truly benevolent chief, who juftly
merited the efteem of his country, his brc.thren, and
his friends. :

_——‘;—-
Under the aufpices of his royal highnefs the
Prince of Wales, and the indefatigable exertions of

the earl of Moira, the progrefs of the Society in
England far exceeded at this time that of any former



328 ILLUSTRATIONS

period. The lodges not only confiderably increafed
in numbers and confequence, but were in general
better regulated, and the principles of the Inftitution
being more clearly undertood, the brethren both in
town and country vied in promoting the ufeful pur-

‘pofes of the Society.

On the 24th of September 1793, the lodges in

the county of Durham made a grand proceffion
through the town of Sunderland, on ]aymg the
foundation-ftone of the bridge over the river Wear,
which was afterwards opened on the gth of Au-
gult 1796, in the prefence of his royal highnefs
Prince William of Gloucefter, the magiftrates, a
numerous aflemblage of Mafons, and a vaft con-
courfe of fpeQators. On this occafion a grand
triumphal arch, decorated with flowers, was raifed,
through which the proceflion paffed, and proceeded
along the bridge to the north fide of the river, up
to the lime-kilns, and returned by the low road
through the dry arch of the bridge to the Pan
Ferry, thence to the centre of the bridge, where
the lodge was formed, and an oration delivered by
the rev. Mr. Nesfield. The whole ceremony was
condu&ed under the patronage of Rowland Burdon
efq. M. P. Provincial Grand Mafter for the county.
. The Lincoln militia attended, and fired three vollieg
on the occafion. The brethren then proceeded
to church, where an appropriate fermon was
preached by the rev. Mr. Brewfter. From church
the proceflion was refumed to the Aflembly-room,
where the evening was concluded with the greateft
harmony. . .9

— —

- -—

R
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On Monday the 25th November 1793, the Prince
of Wales laid the firft ftone of the New Chapel at
Brightheimftone. His highnefs was accompanied
from the pavilion to the appropriated place by the
rev. Mr. Hudfon the vicar, Mr. Saunders, &c.-
On coming to the ground, Mr. Saunders addrefled
his royal highnefs as follows : That, as conftruétor.
of the building, the high honour was allotted to
him of pointing out to the Prince the fituation
where the ftone was intended to be placed, and he
refpetfully requefted that, as Grand Mafter of the.
Mafons, he would be- pleafed to fignify if it met
his approbation.. On receiving affurance that it did,’
the ftone, with the following infcription, was laid in-
due form :

. % This ftone was laid by his royal highnefs
¢ GEoRGE PRINCE of WaLEs, November 25,
“ 1793."

On Mr. Saunders covering it with a plate of.
metal, he defired leave to fay, That however late
the period might be before it was again expofed to-
the face of the day, and he fincerely wifhed that it
might be a very diftant one, he hoped that the
defcendants of his royal highnefs’s auguft family.
would be found, as now, happily governing a happy
people. )

Mr. Hudfon then refpe&fully addreffed the Prince,
and - defired permiffion to return his moft fincere
and grateful thanks to his royal highnefs for the
honour he. had that day done, not only to him in
particular as proprietor,. but to the town at large ;.
and he hoped that God would give his bleffing to
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the undertaking thus begun, and long preferve his
royal highnefs, their majefties, and every branch
of the royal family, to fuperintend our invalaable,
unequalled, and long ermcd Conﬁltutlon in church
and ftate.’

'The day proved fine, and the aoc]amauons of
the furrounding crowd fhewed how much they
were gratified with fuch’an inftance of goodnefs -
in the Prince, who, at the fame time, was both a’
refident in, and prote&or of, their town and lLi-
berties.

The Pfince ordered a handfome diftribution to the
workmen, &c. The promenade gardens were laid'
open, and the company was entertained with refrefha
ments. A party of gentlemen dined at the Caftle,
and fome lines were compofed and fung on the
occafion.

Among the mafonic occurrences of this "year, it
may be proper to mention the . publication of a pe-
riodioal Mifcellany, entitled, The Free-mafons Maga«
zige ; ory, General and Complete Library: the firft
number of which appeared in June 1793, and a
number was continued to be publifhed monthly till
the end of December 1798, when its title was
changed. Independent of this Magazine being a
* general repofitory for every thing curious and im-
portant in' Mafonry, it contained a choice fele&ion
of mifcellaneous and literary articles, well calculated
for the purpofe of general inftruion and improve-
ment, and for fome time was honoured with thc
fan&tion of the Grand Lodge.
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On the 4th of June 1793, the Shakefpeare Lodge
at Stratford on Avon was opened, and dedicated in
folemn form, in the prefence of a numerous affem-
bly of brethren from different lodges. The ceremony
was conduéted with the greateft order and regula-
rity, under the dire&ion of Mr. James Timmins,
D. P. G. M. for the county of Warwick.

On the 28th of July 1794, the Royal Brunfwick
Lodge at Sheffield was conftituted in due form. The
brethren made a very elegant procefion to St.
James’s church, where an excellent fermon . was
preached by the rev. brother Chadwick; after
which the proceflion was refumed to the lodge,
when the ceremony of dedication took place. Se-
veral anthems and pfalms fuited to the occafion
were fung, and the whole was concluded with a
Iiberal fubfcription to the poor girls’ Charity School.

On the 31ft of July 1794, the Lodge of Apollo

at Alcefter was conftituted in due form in the pre-
fence of 121 brethren. At ten in the morning, a
proceflion was made to the church, where a fexmon.
was preached before the lodge by the rev. brether.
~ Green.  After which the brethren returned to
the Hall, when the ceremonies of confecration
and dedication took place, according to ancient
ufage. , :
The Prince of Wales’s marriage with Princefs
Caroline of Brun{wick having taken place on the 8th
of April 1795, the Grand Lodge on the 1;th of that
month unanimoufly voted the following Addrefs ta
his Royal Highnefs on the occafion :
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To his Royal Highnefs the PriNCE of WaLes, Grand Mafier of the moji
Ancicnt and Honouralble Society of Free and Accepted Mafons under
the Conflitution ef England.

Moft Worfhipful and Royal Grand Madter,

UPON an event fo importaut to your own happinefs, snd to the in-
terefts of the Brhtith empire, as the late nuptials of your royal highnefs, we
feel ourfelves peculiarly bound ro teRtify our joy, und to offer our humble
eongratulations.

To affe&t a degree of gratification fuperior t0 that profeffed by others,
when all his majefty’s fubjets exhibit fuch heart-felt fatisfation at the
union which you have formed, would, perhaps, be in us an undue pre-
tenfion; we cannot, however, but be proudly confcious, Sir, that we
poflefs a title beyoud what any other clafs of men can advance, to ap-
proach you upon an occafion like the prefent with a tender of our particu-
lar duty. When your royal highnefs deigned fo far to honour the
Craft as to accept the truft of prefiding over us, the condefcenfion not
only authorifed but demanded from all and each of us a peculiar fenfibility
to whatever might concern your welfare ; and the ties of brotherhood,
with which you invefted yourfelf in becoming one of our number, entitle
us to exprefs, without fear of incurring any charge of prefumption, the
fatisfa@tion we feel in contemplating fuch an acceffion to the profpe@s of
the nation, and to thofe of your own felieity. That the interefts of your
royal highnefs and thofe of the Britith people may ever comtinue as firiétly
united as we feel them in this moft aafpicious occurrence, is the warmeft

with, and, at the fame time, the confident truft, of thofe who hold it
the higheft honour to have your name enrolled iu the records of their
Inflitation.

To the obligations which the brethren already owe to you, Sir, it will
= be a material addition, if you will render.acceptable to your royal Con-
fort, the humble homage of our veneration, md of our prayers for every

poffible bleffing upon y.ur union.

- By the unanimous order of ‘the Grand Lodge,
(Signed) Moira, A.G. M.
(Counterfigned) (L.S.)
WiLLiam Waite, G. S.

The right hon. the earl of Moira, having, at the
requeft of the Grand Lodge, prefented the above
Addrefs to the Prince of Wales, his royal highnefs
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was gracioufly plealed to return the following
Anfwer :

" 'THE Grand Mafter has received with great fatisfation the Addrefs of
the Craft ; which he regards as not indicating folely their fentiments to-
ward him, but as alfv repeating thofe declarations of devotion to their So-

vereign and attachment to the Houfe of Brunfwick, heretofure fo be-
comingly exprefled by them.

He has had peculiar pleafure in explaining to- the Princefs of Wal~s
their loyal congratulations ; and he defires to convey to the” Lrethren the
~fineere thanks of the Princefs for their generous withes.

A grand feaft was held at Freemafons’-Hall on
the 13th of May 1795, the Grand Mafter in the
chair. His royal highnefs was accompanied by the
duke of Clarence, and prince William of Gloucefter,
who- had been initiated at an occafional lodge con-
vened for the purpofe on the preceding evening.
Five hundred brethren were alfo prefent at this feaft.
Happinefs was vifible in every countenance, and the
benevolent principles of Mafonry cheered the heart.
His royal highnefs thanked the brethren for the
many inftances he had received of their attachment,
and for the repeated honours they had conferred on
him. After exprefling his warmeft withes for the
profperity of the Society, he concluded with a hand-
fome compliment to the A&ing Grand Matfter, the
earl of Moira, whom he ftiled ¢¢ the man of his heart,
and the friend he admired;” and fincerely hoped
that he might long live to fuperintend the govern-
ment of the Craft, and extend the principles of the.
Art. :
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SECT. XIIIL

The Hiflory of Mafonry from the Grand Feaft in 1795,
to the End of the Year 1800.

No remarkable event took place in the Society
from the feftival in 1795 till the year 1797. The
greateft harmony prevailed among the brethren du-
‘ring the whole period, and many valuable additions
were made to the lift of lodges. The general con-
tributions to the charitable funds were likewife con-
fiderably extended, and the annual reports from the
Provincial Grand Maftersin their refpe&ive diftricts
announced the profperity of the Craft.

The only circumftance which tended to damp the
ardour of the brethren for the propagation of the
Art cither at home or abroad, was the publication of
fome tra@ls, which ftated that a new fe& of philo-
fophers had arifen in Germany and France, who had
affiliated themfelves to the Society of Mafons, and
had, under that fanction, eftablifhed lodges, for the
more extended diffemination of the principles of their
new theory. To thefe philofophers was attributed
the defign of deftroying Chriftianity, and fubverting
all the regular governments of Europe. The degrees
of Mafonry were underftood to be preparatory fteps
to this new eftablifhment, and from that Society
were fele@ed the principal members of which this
fet was compofed. In their occult lodges, as they
were termed, were inculcated the feeds of thofe dan-
gerous principleswhich had brought about the French
revolution, and produced all the evils which had re-
fulted from it.
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The circulation of thefe publications excited a ge-
neral alarm, and for fome time checked the progrefs
of the Society in Europe; till the myftery being un«
veiled, it was found that the conRitutions' of Mafonry
did not warrant the proceedings of this new fyftem,
and that therefore new degrees had been inftituted
under the fame appellation, to carry into effe& the
purpofes of thefe new aflfociates. The Mafons of this
country, and all the lodges under the Englifh con-
ftitution, were fully exempted from any fhare in the
general cenfure ; but as the Society was much in-
jured by thefe publications, a few remarks on their
contents may not be unacceptable to the reader.

‘The firft tract which excited alarm, was an o&tavo
volume, intitled, ¢ The Life of M. Zimmerman,
¢¢ firft Phyfician to the King of England at Hanover.
¢ By Dr. Tiflot.” From this work it appears, that
one of the moft diftinguithed incidents of Zimmer-
man’s life was a fummons which he received from
the great Frederick, king of Pruffia, to attend him in
his laft illnefs in 1786. This opportunity the Do&or
improved, to enjoy a confidential intercourfe with
that illuftrious charaéter, from which he derived the
materials of an interefling narrative, that he ‘after--
wards publifhed. The partiality of this prince in
favour of Zimmerman, difpofed him to a reciproeal
good opinion of that monarch, and in 1788 he pub-
blithed ¢ A Defence of Frederick the Great againft
¢« the Count de Mirabeau;” which was followed in
1790, by ¢ Fragments on Frederick the Great,” in
3 vols. 12mo. The publications of Zimmerman res
lative to this king, gave offence to fome individuals,

12 )
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and fubje&ted him to many fevere criticifms, which
‘he felt with more fenfibility than accorded with his
peace of mind. The religious and political opinions
which he had imbibed in his latter years, were in
" wide contradition to the principles which had fo ge-
nerally {pread over Europe, and which operated as
perpetual fuel to the irritability of his nérvous fyf-
tem. About this time the rife of the Society of the
1lluminati in Germany, who were faid to have coa-
lefced with the Freemafons, excited a violent commo-
tion among men of letters and refle¢tion. The So-
ciety was fuppofed to have in view nothing lefs than
the abolition of Chriftianity, and the fubverfion of all
conftituted authorities. Its partizans expeted from
it the moft beneficial reforms of every kind ; and its
opponents dreaded from it every mifchief that could
happen to mankind. Zimmerman, who .is repre-
fented to have been a hunter of fe&s, was among the
-firft who took alarm at this formidable affociation,
and ftept forth to oppofe its progrefs. His regard
* for religion. and focial order, led him to fee in the
moft obnoxious light the pernicious principles of
thefe new philofophers. Determined therefore to
fupprefs the influence of their fyftem, he painted in
the ftrongeft colouring all the maxims of this new
* fe&, and addrefled a2 memorial to the empéror Leo-
pold on the fubject, with a view to check their fur-
ther progrefs. The emperor very gracioufly received
this memorial, and returned him an anfwer in his
own hand-writing, accompanied with - fplendid
prefent *. Leopold feemed to be well-inclined. to ufe
- » This was a locket, adorned with didmonds and the emperor’s cypher. -
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the decifive interference of civil authority on this oc-
cafion, and would probably have had recourfe to vio-
lent meafures againft the Illuminati, had not the death
of Zimmerman prevented it.

The number of the affiliated members of this fo-
ciety, Zimmerman fays, increafed daily, chiefly by
the afliduity of Baron de Knigge, who in 1782 firk
fuggefted the idea of illuminating the Society. of
Freemafons, and who fucceeded in that obje&,
from Hanover to Copenhagen on one hand, and to
Naples on the other. In 1788, the brotherhood, he
obferves, was unmafked, and driven out of Bavaria ;
and in 1781 their papers were feized at Munich and.
printed, but no difcovery of importance was made *.

# Of this Society we have the following account in this tra&:

¢¢ Whether this fe&t be the fame with that of the Freemafons, or the
¢¢ Jefuits, both of which fuppofitions is improbable, is uncertain ; but in
€€ 1774 or 1775, a Society was undoubtedly eftablithed in Bavaria, of
¢ which a celebrated Profeffor at Ingolfadt has bee: regarded as the
¢« fonnder. This Society, under pretext of confulting the happinefs
¢ of the people, and fuppofing that happinefs to be incompatible with
¢¢ every fpecies of religious and civil eftablithment at prefent exifting,
¢¢ faid with one voice, Let us defircy them all, and raze their very foun-
¢¢ dations. ~ The fecret Order of the Illuminati included among its myf-
¢¢ torious principles, at prefent expofed to the whole world, the whole ‘of:
¢¢ the du@rine which the Jacobius of Paris have fince put in pm&ice;
¢¢ and it has been proved, by the woft irrefrazable documents, thatthey:
¢ maintained an i corre(ponclence together before the Freuch re-.
¢ voluti The deftru&li of the Chriftian religion, and the fubverfion-
¢«¢‘of every throme and of all governments, have beeu their aim ever fince
< the year 1776, |t was not undcritood, by the pew affociates of this-

- ¢¢ Otrder, that the magic words, the happinc/s of the people, were the

<¢ fureft means tu recruit their number with eafe, and by which, in fa&,
¢¢ the recruits became fo numerous and well difciplined. Young men
«¢ were chiefly pitched upon, who, not having yet formed a ftrong attach-.

¢ ment to any particular opiuion, were the more eafily led away to em-.

Q

i
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Previous to the death of Zimmerman, in con]unc-'

tion with M. Hoffman of Vienna, he began a peri-
odical work on the old principles. In this work all
his former zeal was difplayed, and the new philofo-
phers were attacked with vehemence. This occa-
fioned a violent repulfe on their part, and the writers
of the Bibliotheque Univerfelle, or Univerfal Library,
as well as fome of the beft ]oumah{ls, bore a con-
fiderable fhare in the conteft, in oppofition to Zim-
merman and Hoffman ; till the former got himfelf
embroiled in a court of law by a publication in the
journal, intitled, ¢ The Baron de Knigge unmafked,

¢ a5 an Illuminati, Democrat, and Seducer of the
« People.” This charge was founded on a work
which was not openly avowed by the baron, who
commenced a fuit againft Zimmerman on this ac-
count as a libeller, in which the do&or, being unable
to exculpate himfelf, was caft. This ftate of warfare

proved very unfriendly to the do&tor’s nerves, and ,

fenfibly affe@ed his mind, which had -been much

 brace whatever was offered to them, and men of literary a\lents, whom‘

¢¢ jt is important to fecure when the propagation of any new epinion is in”~

¢ ggitation. When once a perfon was enlifted, and fully penetrated with
«¢ the enticing words, the happinefs of the people ; let us labour o pro-
“curethehappm/.‘quéhcpeopk; he became impatient to know the
¢ obftacles which were in the way of this purpofe, and the mesns to be
¢¢ made ufe of to remove d\em, thefe were thercfon offered to his view in
“ fucceflion,

- %¢ The Order has five degrees : in the lower, the myﬁenes are nos un-
¢¢ yeiled; they are only preparatory, on which the minds of the novitiatcs
¢<are founded and prepared ; then, by degrees, t‘ol’e who are found wor-
¢¢thy are initiated inta the higher nal A
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agitated from a perfenal fear of the approach of the
French towards Hanover in 1794. The idea of his
becoming a poor emigrant perpetually haunted him,
nor could the negoriations which afterwards took
place, and fecured that country, reftore him to tran-
quillity. He ufed various remedices to overcome his
apprehenfions, and even took a journey for that pur-
pofe ; but it was fruitlefs. On his return home, he
entered his habitation with the fame idea which he
had left it, perfuaded that he -faw ‘it pillaged, and
fancied that he was entirely ruined. This notion fo
ftrongly imprefled his mind, that, together with his
abftinence from food, for fear of poverty, he wore
away to a fkeleton, became' decrepid, and at laft died
on the 7th of O&ober 1795, at the age of 67.

The next tra¢t which deferves notice is a tranfla-
tion of ¢ The Memoirs of Jacobinifm in France;”
in 4 vols. 8vo. by the Abbé Batruel. - In-this work
the Abbié endeavours to fhew, that there exifted on
the continent, long before the French revolution, a
threefold confpiracy to effect the ruin of the altar,
the throne, and all {ocial order. The firlt confpi-
ra¢y was formed by a fe@ of philofophers, who
aimed to deftroy the altars of Jefus Chrift and his
gofpel 3 the fecond, were the fophifts of rebellion,
who confpired againft the thrones of kings, and who
had affiliated themfelves to the Socicty of Freema.
fons, engrafting on that . inftitution the fecrets of
their occult lodges ; and the third, pafled under the
denomination of lllyminati, or enlightened, who form-
ed an union With the two former, and aimed;af:the
fubverfion of all focial order, property, and fcience.

[ B ]



340 ILLUSTRATIONS

This coalition, the Abbé obferves, gave rife to the
club of Jacobins in France, which was fo denomi-
nated from holding their meetings in a convent of
the order of Jacobins that they had feized in Paris.

- Of thefe three confpiracies, antichriftian, antimo-
narchial, and antifocial, very unfortunatély for the
Abbé, each fucceffive one has been brought forward
in his fubfequent volumes with diminifhed evidence
and decreafing plaufibility. - To expofe to view the
unknown chieftains and ugents of his confpiracies,
he has been obliged to defcribe the fymbols and re-
weal the fecrets of an invifible Society wholly un-
conne&ed with them, and to reprefent the lodges of
Freemafons as fchools of infidelity and infurre&ion,
whence all théfe confpiraci¢s have originated. Al-
though he makes France the theatre for their exhibi-
tion, he is obliged to have recourle to a- ftrange
language, and to a Bavarian cloilter for their origin ;
and, from a'want of fals, to fupply, fromhis own
imagination; by ingenious interpretations, the leffons
which he can nowhere elfe difcover.

- Notwithftanding this ferious attack-on the Free-
mafons; the Abbé is candid enough to" admit, that
the occult lodges of the IHuminati’are unknown in
England; and that the Englith Freemafons are not
implicated in the charge which he has made. With
his remarks therefore on this fubje&, we fhall con-
clude our obfervations on the Mempirs of Jacob-
inilm: ' s :

¢« England, in particular,” he fays, ¢ is full of
t thofe upright men, who, excellent citizens and of
¢ all ftdtians, are proud of being Mafons ;- and wheo
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“-may be diftinguithed from the others by ties which .
¢ only appear ta umtc them ‘more clofely in the
$¢ bonds of charity and fratqrnal affe@ion, It is not
“ the fear .of oﬂ"cndmg a nanon in whxch I have
¢¢.found an afylum, that has fnggefted this exception.
il Grantude, on the contrary, would filence every
¢¢ vain terror,. and 1 fhould be feen exclaiming in the
« very ftreets of London that England was. loft ; thas
“ it could not efcape the French rcvolutlon, if its
“ Freemafons lodges were fimilar to thofe of which I
£ am about to treat. I would fay more, that Chuif-
« tianity and all govemment would have long been
«:at an end in England, if it could be even fuppofqd
_“ that her Mafons. were /injtiated into the laﬂ: myf-
"8 teries. pf the feét. . . Long fince. bave theu' Iodgcs
% been, fuﬂiaputl,y numerous to execute fuch a_ de-
¢ .fign, had the Englith Mafons adopted either the
% means, or the plans and plots, of the occult lodges.
.- % This argument-alone might fuffice to except the
.« Enghfh Mafons in general from what I have to fay
¢ of the {e&. Byt there exift many paﬂ'ages in. the
“ hx{tory of Mafonry.which neceflitate this excep-
¢ tion. The following | appears convinging : At the -
- time when the Illuminés of Germany, the mo& de-
.¢ teftable of the Jacobin crew, were feekmg to
. % ftrengthen their party by that of Mafonry, the
“ affeted a [ovcrcxgn contempt for tl;e F,ngh(z
o lodgﬂs
. The Abbé’s mformatlon with refpe& ta thc Illu—
minati may perhaps be juft, in fo far as refpcv.‘;ts the
_cftablifhngght of that fe&, .and their deviation from
3
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the Englifh lodges ; but between the genuine Mafons
of Germany and their brethren in England,there has
long fubfifted the moft fnendly intercourfé¢ ; and it
. cannot otherwife be, in any country where Mafonry
is conduéted according to thc pure prmcryles of the
inftitution. -
The next publication which claims our attention is
a work entitled,  Proofs of 2 Confpiracy againft all
% the religions and governments' of Europe, carricd
“ on in the fecret meetings of Freemafons, INumi-
¢ nati, and - ‘Reading ‘Socicties. By John Robifon,
*¢ M. A. Profeffor of Natural Philefophy; and Secre-
« tary to the Royal Socnety of Edmburgh.” This
work lxke the former, aims at provmg that a feeret
aﬁbciaticm had been formed; and for many years
“carried on) for rooting out all thie religions eftablith-
‘ments, and overturning all the exifling governments
‘of Europe; and that this affociation had employed,
‘as its chief inftruments, the lodges of 'Freemafons,
‘who were tnder the dire€tion-of unknown fuperiors,
“and' whofe' emiffaries were every where bufy to com-
‘plete " the fcheme. Of the rife and progrefs of this
“fociety’ in' France he affc@s Yo give an account,
which agrees in the main with that of the Abbé
‘Ban'uel, ‘by alleging that feveral of -its moft ingeni-
“ous ahd indefatigable members ‘were alive Free-
maforts, who fpread their ‘infeGtious principles in
moft of the Freemafons’ lodges in Europc He then
“enters into an hiftorical detail of the origin of the
‘Scotch degrees, and gives them. a confequence to
“which I hope they are- not edmled, as “belonging to
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an inftitytion formed by craft, founded in the deep-
eft motives, and capable of effe@®ing the moft im- A
peortant events. ' '

°It is well known, I believe, to the Mafons of this
country, that fome men of warm and enthufiaftic
imaginations have been difpofed, within thefc few
%ears, to amplify parts of the Inftitution of Freema-
fonry 3 and int their fuppofed improvements to have
elevated their difcoveties into new degrees ; to which

they have added ceremonies, rituals, and drefles, ill-
fuited to the native fimplicity of the Order of Ma-
fonry as it was originally praifed in this country.
But id all theft degrees; though probably deferving
reprehenfion,  as imprdper-innovationd on the origi-
nal fyftem of Mafonty, I can nevet believe that they
have cither proceeded from bad motives, or could be
viewed in any other light than as innocent and inof-
" fenfive amufements. Thus much I can aver, that
all the degrées of Mafonry priGtifed in England un-
der the Englifh Conftitution, are pure and genuine,
and that no part of the {yftem’ eftablifhed among us
s injurious either to Church or State.

- In order to refute, however, the flim{y proofs
which are produced by the learned Profeflor, I can-
-not dobetter than ufe the language of an able writer *,
who haé entered into a ferious inveftigation of them
in a monthly mifcellany . If the principles adopted
by foreign Mafons be fuch (fays he) as the Profeffor
reprefents, whence is it that fo many loyal and pious

¢ Dr. Watkins. .
+ See Freemafons Magazine, vol. x. p. 35.

Q4
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members of the Fraternity conitinue their patronage
of the Society, and are ftill ignorant of the real qua-
lity of our principles ? Is it that Mafonry is one
thing on the Continent, and another in England ?
‘This cannot be, for Mafonry is an univerfal efta-
blithment, and a mutual communication and agree-
ment has long fubfifted between the Britith and fo-
reign lodges. Some of the wifeft and moft upright
Englith Mafons have vifited their brethren abroad,
and have not been able to difcover the wonderful
difparity, or been fhocked at the abominable prac-
tices faid to be carried on among them. Even Mr.
Robifon himfelf faw nothing of all this mifchievous
fyftem while he was in the clofeft habits of intimacy
with the foreign Mafons; and this furely muft be
fome proof that Mafonry, as it was then praltifed,
had not the tendency which he has fince been pleafed
to attribute to it. All the confpiracy, therefore,
-which he pretends to have difcovered, if it ever did
exift, muft be charged to other caufes. It-muft ftrike
.the mind with aftonifhment, that an inftitution like
" Mafonry, organized and reduced to a complete {yf-
tem, fhould fuddenly be changed from a harmlefs
and innocent appearance, to one the moft fero-
cious and wicked ; and that, from being in the high-
eft degree friendly to order and religion, it fhould all
at once become the moft powerful and inveterate
enemy to both. Whoever confiders this, and attends
to the great numbers of eminent charaters who con-
tinue to give the art their countenance, and to pa-
tronife our aflemblies, and whoever contrafts with
them the names of the perfons brought forward as
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- the agitators of ‘thié canfpiracy, will be led not only
to queftion’ the truth of the affextions, but allow that
both the Profeflor and the Abbé have gone too wide
'in their charges, and fuffered = heated imagination
to teem with prejudices that have no foundation in
- truth, -

Some foreign Mafons may probably have given
into the modern wretched philofophy, and, more ef-
fectually to propagate their tenets with fafety, may
have eretted a falfe banner under the appellat;on of
Mafonry, to entrap the unwary; but fhall we on
that account attribute to the inftitution of Freema-
fonry the dreadful alts of thofe individuals,- or the
baneful confequences of their confpiracies? Cer-
tainly not ; for, in oppofition to all the Profeflor’s
affertions; it remains to be proved that Mafonry. ever
was, is, or can be favourable to infidelity or mfur-
reétion..

That a regular confederacy ever has been formed
upon this bafis, or that the corruptions of the-initi-
tution of Freemafonry have been fo far {yftematized
as to have produced that fhock which religion and
government have lately received by the French revo-
lution, can never be admitted. 'Thofe who view the
wonderful changes which have recently taken place
in Europe, and which are ftill gaing on, will natu-
rally be led to examine further into the caufes of fo
ftupendous an event. Whatever opinion the.Abba
or the Profeffor may hold of their own fagacity, fu-
ture hiftorians will have little reafon to compliment
them. Pofleffed of greater lights, it will probably
be found that no confpiracy, or ingenious fcheme of

' s
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any body of meén, has brought about. the late great
alterations: They will on-the contrary fee much in
the ‘natural conflitution-of things, ‘much in the very
brmc:ple of fociety #folfy more iin. the corruptions of
focicty, & great part in the general diffufion of letters,
not a little in the various arts of life and in the ex-
tenfion of commereg, andy abowe all.the reft,. in. the
increafe and -high: pitch of luxury. . Conne&ing all
thefe Wwith circumftances and perfons, they! will come
to a'fairer conclufion thaw either the Abbé or the in-
gcnmus Profeflor. - Upon the Illuminati, or the en-
lightened, I fhall make ‘no: remarks. I know. them
" not, or their principles. They may, or may Rot, have
atifen from Freemafonry. It is-a matter of little
moment to the man who is well acquainted with the
prmcxplc&of his Society, what ambitious. or corrupt
minds ‘may have devifed in.imitation of it. It is
enough for him to know that the do&rines of the in-
ftitution to which he belongs are fimply good, and
have no natural tendency to evil. If bad men have
perverted the external parts of. the fyftem to wicked
purpofes, ho laments the depravity of human nature,
and regards the genume principles of . his Order  with
greater affe®ion. 'The beft of dofirines has. been
corrupted, and the moft facred of all inftitutions prof-
tituted to bafe and unworthy purpofes. The genuine
Mafon duly confidering this, finds a confolation in
she midft of reproach and apoftacy ;. and while he
defpifes the ‘one, will endeavour, by his. ovm exame
plc, to refute the other. ,

"1t is tp be regretted that.a. Le&turer: in Natural
Pbxquophy, of whomhxs country has the moft fae
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¥ourable opinion, thould have produced a work which
can do fo little credit to his charalter either for
knowledge or judgment. Were his volume to be
ftript of its declamation and conje&ure, the remain-
der would be too infignificant to merit a minute if-
veftigation.

Ina poftfeript to the fecond edition, the Profeffor,
in imitation of the Abbé Barruel, has condefcended to
except the Englifh lodges from the charge of dif-
loyalty, or want of attachment to government. He
admits the innocence and inoffenfivenefs of their
meetings, and acknowledges the benevolent princi-
ples of the inftitution as practifed by them. This,
however, is but a flim{y evafion, it being evident
from the whole tenor of his book that he intended to
found the trumpet of alarm in the ears of his Ma-
jefty’s minifters, by the thunder of his extraordinary
denunciations. We are happy, however, to difcover,
that after all the proofs againft the Mafons which he
has attempted to produce, none of our illuftrious
patrons have been induced on that account to defert
the Society. On the contrary, at the Grand Lodge
on the 3d of June 1800, we find the earl of Moira
thus addreffing the brethren :

« Certain modern publications have been holding
¢ forth to the world the Society of Mafons as a league
¢ againft conftituted authorities ; an imputation the
« more fecure, becaufe the known conttitutions of
« our fellowthip make it certain that no anfwer
¢ can be publifhed. It is not to be difputed, that
¢ in countries where impolitic prohibitions reftri&

Q6
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« the communication of fentiment, the altivity of
¢ the human mind may, among other means of
< baffling the control, have reforted to the artifice
¢ of borrowing the denomination of Freemafons, to
¢ cover meetings for feditious purpofes, juft as any
¢ other defcription might be affumed for the fame
¢ obje@. But, in the firft place, it is the invalu-
¢ able diftinQion of this free country, that fuch a
¢ juft intercourfe of opinions exifts without reftraint,
¢ as cannot leave to any number of men the defire
¢ of forming or frequenting thofe difguifed foci-
¢ eties where dangerous difpofitions may be im-
¢ bibed. And, 2dly, the profligate detrines, which
¢ may have been nurtured in any fuch felf-efta-
¢¢ blifhed aflemblies, could never have been tolerated
¢ for a moment in any lodge meeting under regular
¢¢ authority. We aver, therefore, that not only fuch
¢ laxity of opinion has no fort of conne&lion with
¢ the tenets of Mafonry, but is diametrically oppe-
s fite to the injun&ion which we regard as the
¢ foundation-flone of the Lodge, namely, FEar Gob,
¢ AND HoNOUR THE KiNG. In confirmation of this
¢ folemn affertion, what can we advance more irre-
¢ fragably, than that fo many of his Majefty’s il-
¢ luftrious Family ftand in the higheft order of Ma-
s fonry, are fully inftruted in all its tendencies,
« and have an intimate knowledge of every particular
“in ‘its current adminifiration under the Grand
¢ Lodge of England.”

After fo public a teftimony of approbation of the
Society, and of the purpofes for which it is infti-
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tuted, little more can be wanted to refute the unge-
nerous afperfions which have been wantonly thrown
out againtt it.

On the 12th of July 1798, an a& of parhament
was pafled for the more effeCtual fuppreffion of fo-
cieties eftablithed for feditious and treafonable pur-
pofes, and for preventing treafonable and feditious
praltices. In this a&t the following claufes in fa-
vour of the Society of Mafons are inferted, exempt-
ing their lodges from the penalties of the act :

« And whereas certain focieties have been long
accuftomed to be holden in this kingdom under the
denomination of lodges of Freemafons, the meet-
ings whereof have been in great meafure direted to
charitable purpofes : Be it therefore enated, that
nothing in this aét fhall extend to the meetings of -
any fuch fociety or lodge, which fhall, before the
pafling of this a&t, have been mfually holden under
the faid denomination, and in conformity to the
rules prevailing among the faid focieties of Free-
mafons.

« Provided always, that this exemption fhall not
extend to any fuch fociety, unlefs two of the mem-
bers compofing the fame fhall certify upon oath,
(which oath any juftice of the peace or other magif-
’trate is hereby empowered to adminifter,) that fuch
fociety or lodge has, before the paffing of this a&,
been ufually held under the denomination of a Lodge
of Freemafons, and in conformity to the rules pre-
vailing among the focieties of lodges of Freemafons
in this kingdom ; which certificate, duly attefted by
the magiftrate before whom the fame fhall be fworn,

\
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and fubfcribed by the perfons fo certifying, fhall,
‘within the fpace of two calendar months after the
paffing of this a&, be depofited with the clerk of
the peace for the county, ftewartry, ridihg, divifion,
thire, or place where fuch fociety or lodge hath been
‘ufually held : Provided alfo, that this exemption
fhall not extend to any fuch fociety or lodge, unlefs
‘the name or denomination thereof, and the ufual
place or places, and the time or times, of its meet-
ings, and the names and defcriptions of all and every
‘the members thereof, be regiftered with fueh clerk
of the peace as aforefaid within two - months after
the paffing of this a&t, and alfo on or before the
twenty-fifth day of March in every fucceeding
year. ' '

¢ And be it enalled, that the clerk of the peace,
or the perfon a&ing in his behalf, in any fuch county,
ftewartry, riding, divifion, fhire, or place, is hei'cby
authorized and required to receive fuch &ertificate
and make fuch regiftry as aforefaid, and to enrol
the fame among the records of fuch county, ftew-
artry, riding, divifion, fhire, or place, and to lay the
fame once in every year before the general feflion of
the juftices for fuch county, ftewartry, riding, divi-
fion, fhire, or place: and that it fhall and may be
lawful for the faid juftices, or for the major part of
them, at any of their gencral feflions, if they fhall
fo think fit, upon complaint made to them upon
oath by any one or more credible perfons, that the
continuance of the meetings of any fuch lodge or
fociety is likely to be injurious to the public peace
and good order, to dire€t that the meetings of any
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fuch fociety or lodge within fuch county, ftewartry,
riding, divifion, fhire, or place, fhall, from thence-
forth, be difcontinued ; and any fuch meeting held,
- notwithftanding fuch order of difcontinuance; and
Béfore the fame fhall, by the like authority, be re-
- voked; fhall ‘be deemed an unlawful combination
and confederacy under the provifions of this act.”

FORM OF CERTIFICATE.

Here infert
{ the name of } TO WIT,
the county. )

WE, the underwritten 2B of in the county of
and C. D.of &e. (Hereinfert the full names and defeription
of thetwo Urethren certifying) two of the members of the Lodge of Free-
mafons held at Y+ called the Lodge of - and
being No. in the lift of Lodges, do hereby, purfuant to an aé of
the 39th year of his prefeut Majefty, imitled, ¢ An aét for the more
¢ effe€tual - fuppreffion of focieties, eftablithed for feditions and trea~
_" fonable purpofes, and for better preventing treafonable and- feditious

¢ pratices,” certify upon oath, that the faid Lodge, of which we are
refpeétively members as aforefaid, hath, betore the peffing of the faid aft,
been ufually held under the rrenommauon of a Lodge of Frcemafons, he
der the Conftitution of England, and in conformity to the rules prevailing
among the Societies or Lodges of Ficemafons in this kingdom.

. A B.
' ) , C. D,
Swornat - the day of " :
.. in the yesr of our Lord 1800,
before

"FORM OF REGISTER.

[ Here.infert .

the name of » TO wrr,
the county. '

A Regxﬁertobeenmlled,puxfumt toan a& of the 39th year of his

prefent Majefty, intitled, ¢ Ana& for the more effeGtual fuppreflion of
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¢¢ focieties eftablifhed for feditious and treafonable purpofes, and for
¢ better preventing treafunable and feditious prallices,” of a Lodge of
Freemafons, called the Lodge of i ‘being No. and
ufually held at the houfe of in in the county

eforefaid, un (Here flate the time of mecting) and compofed of the fol-
lowing members, viz.

Chriftian and Surnames. Place of Abode. .'l‘itle, Profeflion, or

Bufinefs.

On our conforming to this aét, which I am con-
_vinced every Mafon in this country will moft cheer-
- fully do, we may, in defiance of all the falfe charges

againft the Society, reft fecure in our loéges, and
pra&ife our rites, under fan&ion of the beft confti-
tution, and the mildeft legiflature on earth.

We fhail now proceed to confider the farther pro-
grefs of the Society in England, and record fome of
_the principal occurrences which have taken place
within the laft fourteen years.

On the 4th of O&ober 1798, the General In-
-firmary at Sheffield was opened, and dedicated in
folemn form, in the prefence of a fplendid company
of brethren from all the lodges in the county of
York. Lord Fitzwilliam, Lord Galway, the truf-
tees of the charity, and many of the moft refpeable
gentlemen in the neighbourhood, attended on the
occafion.

The accounts from the Provincial Grand Lodges
at this time, afforded the moft pleafing profpe&ts of
the future profperity of the Society, and of the great
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increafe of members in the lodges under their fepa-
rate jurifdictions. The anniverfary feftivals in the
different counties were obferved with the ftrieft
regularity, and all the brethren feemed to vic in
their exertions to add fplendor to the Craft, and to
refcue the inftitution from the unjuft charges and il-
liberal afperfions which had been thrown out againft
it. Several lodges, animated by a firm attachment to
their king and country, liberally contributed to the
fupport of government, and teflified their loyalty,
and’ adherence to the principles of the conftitu-
tion, by the moit aﬁ‘eéhonate addrefies to then' So-
vereign.. 1

An event of real 1mportance to the Socxcty now
particularly claims our attention, and further: proves
our benevolence : it is the inftitution of a necw Ma-
{onic Society, for the relief of fick, aged, and. im-
prifoned brethren, and for the prote&non of their
-widows, children, and orphans. . This Society is
eftablifhed under the patronage of the Prince of
Wales, the earl of Moira, and all the other aling
Officers of the Grand Lodge; who, in order to ren-
der its advantages more generally known, have parti-
cularly recommended it to all the Ptovincial Grand
Mafters in their feveral diftri@®s. The individuals
who are inrolled members of this Society, and are in
embarrafifed circumftances, have every reafon to ex-
pe&t more ample aid than is ufually given in other
benefit focieties, as the greatet part of the fubfcrib-
ers to the common flock are refpetable charatters,
who have not the moft diftant idea of becoming
burdenfome to the fund.  The mode of fele@ing
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the members is alfo highly judicious and proper, as
no.one can be admitted unlefs he be recommended
by the Mafter of a lodge, who muft vouch for him
as being a man of wrreproachable charater and re-
gular habits; and fo friétly is this rule obferved,
and fo cautious have been the original inftitutors of
the Charity. that.no improper- perfons be envolied,
we are informed  that feveral hundred names have
béen already rejeted. This: inftitution: therefore
may operate toward the improvement of morals and
firic regulatity of condué, while the fubfcribers
ate gratified with the pleafing profpe@ of extending
relief to the truly induftrious and deferving. Above
2500 names are enrolled, and the fubfcriptions: al-
ready received ' amount to . feveral thoufand pounds.
‘The funds have alfo confiderably increafed, not only
_ by many voluntary donations from a number of emi-
nent brethren who have patronifed the. Charity, but
by the addition of.  one guinea to the firft annual
fubfcription having been paid by every memiber ad-
mitted fince the 25th of June 18¢c. Thus has been
eftablithed, under a very refpe&table banner, the
‘Mafonic Benefit Society, which, under wife and
prudent regulations, may be. produétive of the moft
beneficial effeCts. :
. 'The following is an abftra& of the Rules and
Orders of this Society :
- Any Brother of fair chara&ter, being a fubferibing member of a regular
- ‘lodge under the conftitution of England, and recommended hy o
member of this Society who is Mafter of a lodge, is capable of
admiffion.

* No perfon above 45 years of age is admitted a member of this Society,
unlefs he give proper fecurity that he will not become chargeable in
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his own perfon to ‘the fand ; - which, though under this refirition,
fhall, always be Lishle to the provificus fmhmdon-ndchﬂdln, afeer
his deceafe.

'l'beﬁubfcnpuon is one guines per munum ; and at the end oftwenty-

"' months the fubfcnbetbecoma’a fncmember, md is enmkd «nﬂ the
benefits of the Society.

Members when fick, lamé, or blind, are t0-be’ enlidd mwm-
lings per week. >

Membmm reduced circumftances, and mpnfomd fa' dd)t, are: to be

* allowed nﬁlm not exceed'mg fom' ﬂnﬂmgsper mk, lf found pot ua-
‘Ol'&y (o) ild Ha

Membérs whe (hrongb old-age become inedpable of nming thefr -livlng,

. aré to be allowed fix fhillings per weels till the firft gemeral court; .sad

- afterwards fuch a penfion for life as their fituation may mpu'e,md the
funds of the Society will admit.

The widows of members, if their circumftances require it, are to be al-
lowed the fum of foyr fhillings per week, and twq fhillings pet week for
every tawtul child under twelve years of nge.

"ﬂie orphns of metbiers, not otberwife provided for, are tobe entidéd o
thié fam of four ﬂnllmgs per week for their muntemnce, md 2 f'unher
" fum st a proper age as an apprentice-fee. . v

_A genenal court of all the. fubferibess is to be- held omce a year, toﬁll up

.- any-vacancy which rowy have luppgned. among the truftees, choefe

.. ecommittee-men, make bye laws, &c. Theother affairs. of . the Society
are to be managed by a quarterly uwlmonthly Committee,a Committee
of Auditors, and an A&\ury

Having ftated in a prccedmg part of this hiltory
the initiation of the King of Sweden into Mafonry,
under the aufpices of the Duke of Sudermania *, it
may not be uninterefting to our readers to lay before
them thé refult of a correfpondence which was
opened this year between the  Grand -Lodges of
Sweden and .England. Nothing can more truly
fhew the high eftimation in which the Englith- Ma-

fons are held abroad, than the repeated applications

*See page 324,
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that are conftantly made to the Grand Lodge of
“England for the purpofés of effeting a focial union
and correfpondence.

At the Grand Lodge held at Freemafons’ -hall
on Wednefday the 1oth April 1799, prefent the
right honourable Earl of Moira, A&ting Grand Maf-
ter as Grand Mafter; the Baron de” Silverhjelm,
mmnfter from his majefty the king of Sweden
to the court of Great Britain, prefented to the

.Grand Mafter in the .chair the following Letter
from: the National Grahd Lodge of Sweden, whrch

‘wasread: o

o " TO THE GLORY

" or THE GIAND Ancm‘rscr oF 'nu: Umvr.nsz. "
-We,Charles, by the grue of God Herednmry Pnncc of the Sweds,
,Goths -nd Vandals, duke of Sudermania, Heir of ho;way, Duke of
‘Slefwnck, Holftein, Stormarric, and Dittmarche, ¢ Count of Oldenburg and
Delmenhorft, Grand Admiral of Sweden, Vicar of Solomon of the 7th "?d
gth Province, and National Grand Mafter of all the Lodges reunited un-
der the Grand Lodge of Sweden working in the Royal Art within the
ftates and dominions dependent on our auguft Soveréign, Maﬁer and Pro-

" teQor, his Majefty the King of Swcden,

- STRENGTH, HEALTH, AND PROSPERITY. o
To the Moft Ninftrious, Moft Enlightened, Moft Sublime, Moft Vene-
rable and Venerable the National Grand Lodge of England, the Na-
tional Grand Mafter, Deputy Grand Mafter, Grand Wardens, Grand

Digpitaries, Grand Oﬂicers fupenor md inferior, aud Worﬂnpful'

Members,

Union, CONTENT; AND Wlsnov
Moft Hllufirious and Moft Enlightened Brethren,

"*To contra& au intimate, fincere, and pennanent tie between the Na-
tional Graind Lodge of Sweden and that of England, has leng: been ar-
dently our obje@: but if temporary circumftances-have delayed the effect
of our wifhes, the prefent moment leaves us atliberty. Our Order, which
enjoys in the two States the fame privileges and the fame proteQion of
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government, is not obliged to feek for fecurity in darknels; ard our la-
Lours approvet, as known to promote the public good, are prote&ted by
the power of our Sovereizgns ; enjoying the facred rights of wue liberty,
(their eflence,) in being able without danger to exercife thofe charitable
deeds towards the unfortusate, which are the principal obje&ts ‘of our
duty.

This uniformity of fituation, as wel] as the fundamental principles of
the Craf, which we equally profefs, authorife us to confolidate and to
draw clofer a confidence, friendfhip, and regiprocal union between two
bodies, whofe common objet is the good of humanity, who mutually
confider friendthip as the nerve, and the love of our neighbour as the pivot
of all our labours. Deeply penetrated by thefe principles, we fend the
Moft Iluttrious Brother George Haron de Silverhjelm, decorated with the
higheft Degrees of Mafonry, as our Plenipotentiary, (o prefent to the Moft
Enlightened, Moft Sublime, and Moft Vencrable the National Grand
Lodge of England our affe@ionate greeting. He is charged on-our part to
exprefs to you the fiucere cfleem we bear you, and how defirous we
are to contra& with you a fixed and permanent union. We pray there-
fore that you will reeeive him amongft you as the bearer of our frater-
nal fentiments, and that you will be pleafed to give faith and credence
to all that he may fay on our put, conformable to thefe our cordial
profeffions.

The union which is the bafis of our labours being once eftablithed Le-
tween two nations who reciprocally efteem each other, and who are both
known to poffefs the requifite qualities of ull Free and Accepted Mafons,
it will confolidate for ever the foundation of the Maforic Temple, whofe
majeftic edifice will endure to future ages. a

May the Moft High, the Grand Archite& of the Univerfe, deign to be
favourable to the wifhes We offer for the fuccefs of your endeavours ;-and
we remain always, Moft [lluftrious and Moft Enlightened Bmthels by
the Sacred Numbers, )

Your devoted Brother,
o ~ CHARLES, Duke of S\ndermamn ,
Grand Lodge of Sweden, * " G.A. ReuTernoLM,
‘24th Jan, 5798, Grand Chancellor.

This letter being read, it was refolved ummw
mouﬂy, that the Grand Mafter be requefted to re-
turn an Anfwer on the part of the Society to the
Duke de Sudermania, expreflive of every fentiment

12
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eor!efpondent to the warm and brotherly Addrefs
received ; and that the Baron de Silverhjelm be re-
ceived as the reprefentative of the Grand Lodge of
Sweden, and have a feat with the Grand Officers at
all meetings of the Grand Lodge.

At the next Grand Lodge, which was held at
Freemafons’-hall on Wednefday the 8th May 1799,
prefent the right hon. the Earl of Moira, AQing
Grand Mafter, as Grand Mafter in the chair; the
Earl of Moira reported, that his royal highnefs the
Grand Matfter had been pleafed, on the part of the
Society, to return the following Anfwer to the Let-
ter received from the Duke de Sudermania, Grand
Matfter of Sweden.

In the Name of the Grand Archite® of the Univerfe.
GEORGE Prince of Wales, &c. &c. &c.
STrENGTH, HeALTH, AND Prosremity.
To our very dear, very lllufirious, and very Enlightened Brother
Charles Duke of Sudermania, &c. &c. &c.
UnioN, ContentMENT, AND WisDoN.

Tt was ‘with the trueft fatisfaétion, Moft lluftrious, Mot Worthipful,
and Mofs Enlightened Brother, that I rcceived the Letter in which yon
' euprefs your defire to fee an intimate conne&tion efiablithed between the
worthy end regular Mafons of Sweden and thofe of England. The high
epinion that 1 bave of your charaQer, and the fraternal efteera which is
the confequence of it, add greatly to the pleafure I feel on your being on
this ocesfion the voice of your brethren. A reciprocal fentiment has long
difpofed thefe two brave nations toadmire each other: but this admira-
tion, howfoever generous, is barren ; it is therefare to be withed that i
fhould be improved by a clofe relation between the members of a Craft,
thzen&enceofwhnchmmhoftﬁe i is" ded on beuefi
% maikind,

Iam eamefily mtreated by my brethren of tbe Grand I,.odge of Enghnd
to yequeft that you, very illufirious and verﬁxﬂtg’htened Brother, will im-
part their moft unanimous and meft cordial com:hmnee m d\efe difpo-
fiicas to the Grand Lodge of Sweden. .
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We are fully fenfible how much a courfe of communication mwit eon-
tribute to preferve that fimplicity which has for fo many centuries diftin-
guithed the Craft; a fimplicity at once dignified in itfelf, and fatisfadtory
as a pledge towards every government that affords us proteftion. Let us
unsite to maintain it. Let us proferibe all thofe innovations which caa
anab'e cither dangerous enthufiafts or profligate confpirators w0 work in
darknefs under the hallowed veil of our inftitution ; and let our lahours,
like thofe of our predeceffors, be chara@erifed by our adoration of the
Almighty, by our fubmiffion to the government of our country, and by
our love 10 our neighhour. Thefe principles will juftify the protedtion
which you receive from your auguft Sovereign, and which we fimilarly
enjoy under our ineftimable Father and King.

May the great Archite@ of the Univerfe be propitious to the vows
which we will uncesfingly offer to Heaven for the welfare of thofe two
magnanimous Prote@ors of our Brotherhood : and may he fhed upop
you, moft illuftnious and moft enlightened Brother, and upon your
worfhipful fellow-labourers in the Craft, the inexhauftible fruits of iu

benevolence !

1 falute you by the Sacred Numbers. e
(Signed) GEOQRGE, P.
London, sth May 1799.

By command of the Grand Matfter, (L.S.)
Wwu. Warte, G. S.

From thcabove correfpondence, and the happp
opening of a regular communication between the
Grand Lodges of England, Scotiand, and Sweden;"
there is the greateft reafon to believe that the beft
cffe@s will refult, and that, agreeably to the wifh
of every zealous brother, a friendly and lafting in-
tercourfe will be preferved with the Freemafons of
all the kingdoms.

In detailing the farther events of this penod, the
following cxrcnm(’tancc is too important to efcape
notice.

On the 15th of May 1800, juft as his Majelty

entered his box at Drury-lane theatre, and was bow-
. 11
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ing to the audience with his ufual condefcenfion, a
perfon who fat in the fecond row from the orcheftra,
toward the middle of the pit, got up on the fear,
and levelling a horfe-piftol towards the king’s box,,
fired it. Fortunately at the moment a gentleman
who fat next him raifed the arm of the aflaffin, fo
as to dire& the contents of the piftol toward the roof
of the box, by which means the life of his majefty
was happily preferved. . The man dropt the piftol,
and was immediately feized. He was conveyed to
the Green-room, where he underwent a private
examination. Terror, difmay, and rage were marked
in every countenance except that of his Majefty,
who fat with the utmoft ferenity, while the Queen,
who was juft near enough to hear the report of the
piftol and fee the flath, colleCted confidence from
his magnanimity. The royal family fat out the play
of She would and fhe would not, with the farce of
the  Humouriff, and enjoyed the happinefs of re-
ceiving from every individual the warmeft tefti-
monies of affeCtion. At the conclufion of the play,
God fave the King was thrice fung, accompanied by
the extatic plaudits of every part of the audience ;
and at the end of the farce, it was agam repeated,
with the_ following lines annexed, written by Mr.
Sheridan on the {pur of the moment:

From every latent foe,

From the affaflin’s blow,

) God fave the King ;
O’er him thine arms extend,
For Britain’s fake defend

v Our father, prince, ‘and friend,
God fave the King. -
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"Nothing could equal the’ iridignation which .was
univerfally felt by the populace at this daring ao-
tempt on the life of a Sovereign who juftly reigms in
the hearts of his people, and who never by dne a&¢
of his life provoked their refentment. S

The ‘name of the affaffin was James Hadfield,
who had ferved his apprenticefhip to. a working
filverfmith, and enlifted in the i 5th regiment of
light dragoons, in which he had boldly fought for

his king and country. On his examination at the

theatre before the duke of York, he turned to his
royal highnefs and faid, «I know you, God blefs
¢ you — you are a good fellow. I have ferved with
¢ your highnefs, and (pointing to a deep cut over
“ his eye, and another long fcar on his cheek) I
¢« got thefe, and more than thefe, in fighting by
“ your fide. At Lincelles I was left three -hours
¢ among the dead in a ditch, and was taken pri-
¢ foner by the French. T had my arm broke by a
¢ thot, and got eight fabre wounds in my head:
“« but I recovered, and here I am.” From this
time he began to thew manifeft figns-of mental de-
rangement. He was committed to Cold Bath Fields

* prifon for the evening, and in the morning brought

before the Privy-Council for further examination,
When minifters were preffing him to anfwer man

queftions, he fullenly replied, ¢ I fired the pi&ol,‘,
¢ loaded with two flugs, at the King; — what
“ would you have more?” He refufed to anfwer '

any other queftions; and was fully committed to

Newgate for trial. On the 26th of June, he was |

R
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breught up to Weftminfter-Hall, and tried in the
court of King’s Bench. After the examination of
an immenfe number of witnefles, and a trial of
eight hours, the jury found the prifoner ¢ Not
¢ guilty, being under the influence of infanity at
¢ the time the a& was done.” He was then re-
moved to Newgate, and ordcred mto confinement -
for life.

On this happy efcape of his Ma]eﬁy from fo
daring an attempt on his life, addreffes poured in
from every quarter of the kingdom; and in fuch
general teftimonies of loyalty and- attachment, it
could fcarcely be iexpeed that the Society of Free-
~mafons, over which the Prince of Wales was the
profeffed Patron, would be backward. At a {pecial
Grand Lodge, therefore, convened at Freemafons’-
hall on Thurfday the ‘3d of June, the following
addrefs was unanimoufly voted, and afterwards pre-
fented to his Majefty by the Prince of Wales in
perfon at the firft levee :

Moft gracious Sovereign,

The danger to which your Majefty was expofed in the atrocious attempt
lately made againft your facred perfon, whilft it filled the hearts of all in
this country with alarm and abhorrence, has suthorifed every clafs of your
fubje&s to offer at your throne the expreffions of their ardent amchmcm,
without fear of incwring the tharge of intrufion.

‘Vouchfafe, Sire, under this contruétion, to admit the hoxmge of ade-
feription of men 'who, in ordinary circumftances, could not as a body ten-
der the profeffion of that devotion to your i1oyal perfon and ‘to your go-
vernment, which it is 4heir boaft to cherifh, not in their mdmdnal eapa—
cities alone, but in thejr peculiar affociation.

The law, by permitting, under certain mlatnom, the Toeetings of
Freemafous, has defined the exiftence of the Society ; binding, at the
fame time, the members of it, by a new 6bligation of gratitude for the



OF MASONRY. " 363

confidence extended toward them, to labour, as faras their feeble powers
may apply, in inculeating loyalty to the King, and reverence to the inofhi-
mable fabric of the Britith conflitution.

" Being fo scknowledged, we thould think ourfelves wanting in the firft

~ duty towards yosr Majefty, and towards that conflitution, did we not
approach your Majefty with the teRimony of our feelings on this awful
occafion.
" Your Majefty is therefore implored to receive the humble congratula-
tions of the Granp Lonee of Freemasons under the conflitution of
England, (the Reprefentative Aflembly of all the Lodges under that con-
ftitution,) in the name of themfelves and of all their brethren, on your
having been thielded by the hand of Providence from the defperate and
execrable attempt of the affaffin.

When principles were firft promulgated in France, which, to our con-
ception, tended to the overthrow of all peace and order in fociety, we felt
aurfelves called upon to depart from s rule which had been till then religj-
onfly obferved in our affociation. :

As a veil of fecrecy conceals the tranfadlions at our meetings, our fellow-
fubje@s have no affurance that there may not be in our affociation & ten-
dency injarious to their interefts, other chan the general tenor of our coa-
dué, and a notoriety that the door of Freemafonry is not clofed againft suy
clafs, profeffion, or fe&t, pruvided the individual defiring sdmiffion be un-
ftained in moral charafter. To remove, therefore, as far as poffible, any
ground for fufpicion, it has keen from time immemorial a fundamentd -
rule moft rigidly maintained, that no political topic fhall, on any pretence,
be mentionedin the lodge.

The fingular jun&ure to which we have alluded feemed to call for fome
pofitive declaration which might diftin&ly exhilit our opirions; we thence
ventured to profefs to your Majefty the loyalty with which the Freemafons
of England glowed towards your royal perfon, and their nualterable sttach.
ment to the prefent happy form of government in this country. But as
no forefight could devife a motive of eqnal importance with that whickh
then aétuated us, the recent occurrence being of a nature too horrid to be
in fuppofition as a pombnhty, it was firongly declared that no precedent
fhould be drawn from that fiep ; and that on no future occafion fhould
the Grand Lodge exercife an advertence to events which might entail
upon Freemafons the charge of affuming the privilege to deliberate a5 &
body upon public affuirs. Hence, Sire, our prefent addrefs has not been
{o early as our individual anxiety would have diGated ; for it was requifice
tbat 3 general cancurrence fhould fan&ion the Grand Lodge, in a fecond

R 2
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relexation. of its rules, before we could jointly.exprefs that which we. feve-
tlly fels in she.maf ardept manper on the folemn fubje&t. :
We have poured forth to the Grand, Archited3, of the. Ul\Wel‘fe our
humble thankfgiviag, that, to the other blefings fhowered on this conn-
try, he has added thit of defeating s erime, the {ole attempt at' whick pro-
dueed uaiverfal difmay throughont thefe realms; and we earneftly confide

in his Divine hounty to preferve to us and to eur fellow-fubjedts, for

ARy, very meny years to come, a life fo important in its example, and
fo ineftimable in its fnpcnnmndanee over ouxhoypmefq, as that of your

My, 3
* Wienam Wmn, G S. S GEORGE, P

~ Several falutary regulations were adopted this year
to liquidate the debts of the Soeciety. On a firi@
examination of the accounts, it appeared that thefe
debis had confiderably increafed ; that 7oool. re-
mained due from the Saciety on account of the
hall and tavern, befides the tontine of 250l. per
aqnnum, and that the average income of the hall-
fund, after paying the intereft of the debt, the
tontine, and incidental expences, left but a very
fmall fum towards the reduion of the principal;
and that many years muft elapfe before the debt
eould be materially reduced. In order to difcharge
this debt therefore, and to render the charity more
extenfively beneficial, it was refolved in Grand
Ledge, that every lodge in the lift, until the debt
be e'(tmg-ux{hed fhould pay annually in the month
of Fcbruary to the hall-fund, two fhillings for
every fubfcribing member of each lodge ; and that
any lodge negleting to conform to this regulation,
fhould be confidered in contempt, and be fubjed
'to erafure from the lit. It was alfo refolved, that
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a declaration, figned by the malter, wardens, trea-
furer, and fecretary, of eachr lodge, -or any-two of
them, certifying the number of fubfcribing mem-
bers at Chriftmas yearly, fhould be tranfmitted
to the Grand Secretary, with a lift of the mem-
bers, containing their chriftian and .furnames, age,
profeffion, and:refidence, when made Mafons, or
admitted members, in order to be regiftered in the
books of the Grand Lodge; and aHo the fees pre-
fcribed by the.regulations to be paid for . that. pur-
pofe into the hall-fund, viz. For every Mafon
made in London, cor within ten miles thereof, ten
fhillings and fixpenace, and in all other lodges be<
yohd ‘that diftance, five fhillings; and for .every
brother made in one ledge: and ‘joining another,
two fhillings and fixpence; and.that no. brother
" whofe name had not been regiftered and the fees
paid as above, fhould be entitled to relief from
the fund of charity, admiffion to the benefit fo-
ciety as a .member, or have his daughter: received
into -the Freemafons’ fchool. This meafure, we
are happy to find, is likely to have the intended
effe€; the lodges having readily concusred in the
plan of liquidating the debts, and the fums which
“have been already paid afford a certain profpe& of
fpeedily extricating the Society from its prefent bur-
dens. The debts are now paid, and the. annual fub-
fcription has dropt.

Among the numerous improvements in the city
of London this year, the magnificent range of
building at the Eaft India Houfe in Leadenhall-
ftreet defervedly claims our attention. The elegance

R 3
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of the ftruture confers equal honour on the Com-
pany for whofe ufe it was built, as on the perfons
who have been employed in its ere&ion. The ar-
chite@ure is the defign of Richard Jupp, efq. the
Company’s furveyor, and the work is finifhed in a
~ very good ftyle.

The following is a defcnpuon of the Pediment :

CoMMERCE, which is reprefented by Mercury,
attended by NavicaTion, and followed by Tritons
and Sea-borfes, is introducing Asra to BRiTaNN:A,
at whofc feet the pours out her treafures. The
King is holding the fhicld of prote&tion over the
head of BriranNia and LiBErTY, who is em-
braced by her. By the fide of his Majefty fits
ORpER, attended by RELIGION and JusTickE. In
the back ground is the City-Barge, &c. near to
which ftand InpusTRY and INTEGRiTY. The
TuauMes fills the angle to the right hand, and the
GANGEs the angle towards the Eait.

The fentiment of the compofition is, ¢ That a
% nation can only be truly profperous, when it has
¢¢ a King who makes Religion and Juftice the bafis
¢ of his Government, and a Conftitution, which,
¢ while it fecures the Liberties of the people, main-
.% tains a due fubordination in the feveral ranks of’
¢ fociety, and when the Integrity of ‘the People
¢ {ecures to each individual the advantages which
¢« Induftry creates and cultivates.” ‘

'The extended progrefs of the Society of Mafons
at this period was fufficiently difplayed by the
ereltion of fome new halls for the lodges in the
country, and the inftitution of a fchool in London

-
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by the irregular Mafons, for the education and fup-
port of the fons of diftreffed brethren.

On the 2bth of Auguft, a new hall, built at Hull
by the members of the Rodney Lodge, was dedi-
cated in folemn form according to the rites of
Mafonry, in the prefence of three hundred brethren.
The great zeal which was manifefted by the Lodge
on this occafion juftly merited the marked diftin&ion
which was conferred on it by the corporation of
Hull, who, with a numerous affemblage of the moft
eminent charalters in the neighbourhood, honoured
the Mafons with their company. An elegant dinner
was provided at the town-hall, at which all the
principal civil and military officers attended, and the
entertainment concluded early in_ the evening with
the greateft cordiality and friendthip.

SECT. XIV.

Tke Hiftory of Mafonry from the Year 1800, to the
End of the Year 1801.

THE Brethren of Scotland, ever emulous to excel
in promoting the benefit and improvement of their
country, had an opportunity of difplaying their
zeal in 1801, by giving their affiftance in the ere&tion
of the Wet-docks at Leith ; a2 meafure well calculated
for the convenience and accommodation of the nu-
merous trading vefels which daily arrive in that
port from different parts of the world.

The Grand Lodge received a meffage from the
Magiftrates of Edinburgh, requefting their company

R4
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and. affiftance in laying the foundation-ftone of thefe
Docks on the 14th of May 1801. 'The earl of
Dalkeith, the Grand Mafter, being abfent, the
direction of the ceremony was vefted in his Deputy,
Robert Dundas efq. of Melville (now Lord Mel-
ville), who condutted it in a very able and miafterly

o ftile. - ’

: On the day appointed, the Brethren, amounting
to about 1200, met in the Aflembly-roems at Leith,
where the Lodge was opened ; and from thence they
marched in proceffion to the Docks a little before
nine o’clock in' the morning, preceded by the Lord
Provoft, Magiftrates, and council of Edinburgh,
with the Magiftrates of Leith, in their robes; the
Engineers and Archite@s of -the. propofed building 3
the Mafter, Waydens, and Brethren of the Trinity-
houfe 3 and a number of refpectable merchants and
inhabitants of the town of Leith. )

The Grand Mafter was fupported by Sir James
Stirling bart. the Paft Grand Mafter, and Sir Patrick
Murray bart. who afted as Deputy Grand Mafter;
Lord Downe, and feveral other refpe&able charac-
ters, were prefent. The Subftitute Grand Matter,
‘the Provincial Grand Mafters for Peebles, Selkirk,
-&ec. and the Mafters of the Edinburgh Lodges, ac-
cording to feniority, with their officers and mem-
bers, walked in proceflion, having a band of mufic
attached to each feparate Lodge.

‘When.they arrived at the fpot where the ftone
was intended to be laid, the Lord Provoft and
Magiftrates retired to a theatre ere&ed for them on
- the weft fide; and the Grand Mafter with his offi-
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cers to another on tke caft fide, where a table was
~ placed, on which were laid the jewels, and- other
emblems of the Craft. The Subftitute Grand Mafter
then ordered the ftone to be flung, and let down
gradually, making three regular ftops before it
came to the ground, during which ceremony an.
anthem was fung. He then placed a large phial
in the centre of the under-ftone, containing all the
prefent current coins of the country, with a num-
ber of beautiful medals of the firft charaters of
the age, all of which had been previoufly -enclofed
in cryftal. Above the phial were alfo depofited
two plates, on one of which the following inferip-
. tion was engraved :

<« In the reign of the Moft Gracious Sovereign George Ii1., snd
under the aufpices of the Right Hon. WitvLiam FeTres,
Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, ’
The Harbour of Leith,
Thongh formed at a remote period,
And, as Commerce in the courfe of ages increafed,
often repaired and extended ;
Yet being ftill narrow and incommodious,
Rosert Dunpas of Melville efquire,
1o abfence of the Right Hon. CaarvEs, Earl of Datxzira,
Grand Mafter-mafon of Scotland,
Laid the foundation-ftone of thefe Docks,
Tn which the numerous veflels arriving from every quarter of the
' Globe,
Might receive ample.and fecure accommodation ; .
On the 10th day of May, A.D. 1801. A. L. 5801.
Joun Renniz being Engineer. -

May the Undertaking profper,
By the blelling of Almighty God !

RS
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On the other plate was engraved:

The names of the prefent Town Council of Edinburgh.
The Right Hon. Henry Dunpas, Member for the City.
The Magiftrates of Leith. :
The Wet-dock Committee.
The Engineers.

The Contra&ors for the Work.
The Grand Lodge of Scotland ; and
‘The Mafters and Wardens of the Trinity houfe, Leith.

‘The Grand Mafter, preceded by the officers of
the Grand Lodge, having the Jewels, &c. borne
before them, was conducted by the Paft Grand
Mafier, Deputy, and Subftitute, to the fcite of the
ftone, where, with the affiftance of two operative
Mafons, he turned the ftone, and laid it in its pro-
per bed. Then placing himfelf on the eaft fide,
with the Paft Grand Mafter on his right, and the
Subftitute on his left, his Wardens being in the
weft, the plumb, level, fquare, and mallet, were
feparately delivered to him by the Subftitute, and
applied to the ftone in feveral pofitions ; after which
he gave three knocks with the mallet, faying,
¢ May the Great Archite& of the Univerfe enable
us fuccefsfully to carry on, and finith the work,
of which we have now laid the foundation-ftone,
and every other undertaking that may tend to the
advantage of the City of Edinburgh and its harbour !
May he be a guard and protetion to them, and
may they long be preferved from peril and decay !”
The cornucopia, with the veflels containing the
wine and oil, were then delivered in the ufual form
to the Grand Mafter, who poured- out the contents

fucceffively upon the ftone, {aying, ¢ May the boun-
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tiful hand of Heaven ever fupply this country with
abundance of corn, wine, and oil, and all the ne-
* ceffaries and comforts of life I” The Brethren then
gave three cheers; after which the Grand Mafter
addrefled the Provoft and Magiftrates as follows :*

“ My Lord Provoft, and Magiftrates,

¢ Tt is with the higheft fatisfaition that I have now availed myfelf
of the opportunity, which the fituation I have the honour to hald in
the Grand Lolge of Scotland has afforded me, of affifting at the com-
mencement of a work fo effential to the welfare of this metropolis, and
which, I truft, will contribute, in an eminent degree; to the extenfion of
the commerce, and the general profperity of this portion of the united
kingdom.

¢ The refpect and efteem which you enjoy in the community over
which you have the honour to prefide, are the fureft pledges that
nothing will be wanting on your part to fecond the efforts and fulfil |
the withes of thofe public-fpirited individuals who have promoted
this undertaking, and that the juft expedations of the legifla=
ture, to whofe liberality you are alfo indebted, will not be dif-
appointed.

¢¢ It is impoffible to contemplate the aufpicious peried at which this
work is begun, without the ftrongeft fenfations of gratitude to that
Providence which has infpired his Majefty’s councils with temp
firmnefs, and his fleets with irrefiftible valour, to affert and maintain
the juft rights-of his fubje@s, on that element which has ever been the
fcene of their triumphs, and the fource of their envied profperity and
power. May the fame bountiful Providence, in the bleffings of an
honourable and lafting peace, fecure to the merchants of this, and of
every other port in the Britifh dominions, the free and uninterrupted
enjoyment of their trade, and the well-earned fruits of induftry and
enterprizing a&ivity !
¢ 1n the name of the Craft of Frce and Accepted Mafons, I have to

offer our humble fupplications to the Supreme Archite& of the Univerfe,
that he will afford his prowection to your Lordfhip, and your Brethren in
the Magiftracy, and that you may continue to be the inftruments, through
Him, of promating the happinefs and welfare of the community intruted

to your charge.”

R6
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i To which the Lord Provoft made the following
reply :

¢ Moft Worthipful Sir,

¢ Lerrn has long had reafon to be proud of the enterprife and fuccefs
of its merchants and failors. The rapid increafe of its commerce has
made it neceffary to extend the harbour, and improve the conveniences
for its trade. The plan of that able engineer Mr. Rennie has been
adopted ; and I thirik it one of the happieft events of my life, that I have
the honour to fil the chair of the City when the foundation flove is
laid of thefe extenfive Wet-docks, which, k conceive, will not only be
of great benefit to the City and its port, but to the country at large,
us well as convenient for the admiflion of large fhips of his Majefty’s
navy. - .

“ I affure you, Sir, thatit is highly gratifying to me, and to my
fellow-citizens, that the firft fione of this important work his been laid
by you. Allow me to remark, that there appears a fortunate propriety
in this ceremony heing performed by the fon of a man, to whom our
City, the Navy of Britain, and the whole Empire, are under fo many
obligations.

¢¢ Permit me, .in the name of the Magiftrates and Council of the City
of Edinburgh, 1o return our warmeft thanks 0 you, to your brethren,
and to the gent'>men who have honoured us with their attendance on
this occafion. And may that Almighty Being, whom winds and feas
obey, accompany this undertaking with his bleffing, and crown the work
with fuceefs 1" .

The ceremony was then concluded, and the Bre-
thren having given three cheers, a falute of twenty-
one guns was fired from the veflels in the Roads
under the command of Capt. Clements of the royal
navy ; after which the proceffion was refumed, .and
- returned to the Aflembly-rooms at Leith, where the

Grand Mafter received the thanks of the Brethren
“for the handfome manner in which he had conduited
the ceremony of the day. ‘

.
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The Subftitute Grand Mafter then addrefled t.he
operative Brethren to the following effect :

¢ The foundation-ftone of the Wet-docks at Leith, planned in much
wifdom by the ingenious archite&, being now laid, and thefe implements
in your hands having been applied to it by the Grand Mafter, and ap-
proved of, they are re-committed to you, with full confidence, that, as
fkilful and faithful workmen, you will ufe them in fuch a manner, that
the building may rife in order, harmony, and beauty; and, being per-
feGted in firength, will anfwer every purpofe for which it is in-
tended, to your credit as Craftfinen, and to the honour of our ancient
Fraternity.”

The lodge was then clofed in due form, and the
Brethren departed, highly gratified with the pro-
ceedings of the day, in the greateft order and re-
gularity.

Notwithftanding the incredible number of fpeéta-
tors who were affembled on this occafion, no accident
happened. The day being fine, and the thips in the
Roads and harbour having their flags and colours
difplayed, rendered the fpeﬂacle pecuhar]y grand
and pleafing. E .,

v

Another incident occurred in Scotland in 1803,
which juftly deferves to be recorded. At a meeting
of the Grand Lodge in Edinburgh on the 3oth of
November, the earl of Moira, the a&ing Grand
Mafter of England, attended, and in an impreffive
fpeech related the condut of the Grand Lodge of
England to the ‘irregutar Mafons of that kingdom,
with whom he underflood the Grand Lodge of
Scotland had eftablifhed an intercourfe. He ftated,
that the hearts and arms of the Grand Lodge which
he had the honour to reprefent, had ever been open
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for the reception of their feceding Brethren but

that they had obftintately refufed to acknowledge

their error, and return to the bofom of their mother-
lodge, He farther obferved, that though the Grand

Lodge of England differed in a few trifling obfer-

vances from that of Scotland, the former had ever.

entertained for Scottifh Mafons that affeGtion and
regard which it was the obje&t of Freemafonry to
cherith, and the duty of Freemafons to feel. His

Lordfhip’s fpeech was reccived with loud and re-

peated applaufe. From this circumitance, there-

fore, we may probably anticipate the renewal of an
alliance between the Grand Lodges of Scotland and
England *.

* From Ms. Lawrie's valusble treatife on Freemafonry, lately pub-
lithed, the above particulars have been extracted. This gentleman has
given a very fatisfaQory account of the mifunderftanding between the re-
gular and irregular Mafons of London. After flating that the fchifm
commenced with the feceffion of fome brethren from the Grand Lodge in
1739, he obferves that the aétive promoters of it calling themfelves
Ancient Mafons, not only formed lodges, in fubverfion of the rules of
the Order, but 2&ually eftablithed in London a nominal Grand Lodge,
in open defiance of the Ancient Grand Lodge, on whom they invidioufly
‘beftowed the appellation of Modern Mafons, on account of a few
trifling innovations in the ceremonial obfervances, which had been
incoofiderately fan&tioned. The irregular Mafons encouraged the
revolt; and having chofen as their Grand Mafter the duke of Athol,
then Grand Mafter ele@ for Scotland, a friendly intercourfe was
opened Letween them and the Grand Lodge in Ediuburgh. From -
this circur R4nce, more than frem any predileétion in their favour, &
comrefpondence hus fince that time been kept up, and the fame pre-
judices imbibed by the Brethren of Scotland againft the reguler Mafons
of England. The bufinefs, however, heing now more clearly under-
flood, it is expected that a general union will foon terminate all
differences, and that a regular communication will be fpeedily effeted
among the regular Mafons of both kingdoros.
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The ftate of the Society in England from t
year 1800 has been regular and’ progreflive. Und
the patronage of the earl of Moira, Mafonry
been cultivated and confiderably extended. Ma
eminent and illuftrious charaters have entolled thele
names among the Fraternity; and, through various |
branches of the Royal Family, application has been
made to the Grand Lodge, from the Mafons in
foreign countries, for renewing reciprocal alliances
of permanent friendthip.

At the Grand Lodge in February 1802, the earl
of Moira ftated to the Brethren, that the Lodges in
Berlin, under the aufpices of the King of Pruffia,
had folicited the influence of the Duke of Suffex to
carry on a friendly communication with the Grand
Lodge of England; and had exprefled a readinefs,
on their part, as far as was confiftent with the duty
they owed to their own Mafonic jurifdiction, to act
. in unifon with their Brethren of England, in pro-
moting all the general principles of the Inftitution,
and in extending relief to diftreffed Mafons; on
which it was immediately refolved, that a friendly
communication fhould be kept up with our Brethren
in Pruffia, "and every attention paid to their future
recommendations.

At the Grand Lodge in May following, another
application was made, through the fame channel,
from four Lodges in Portugal, which had empowered
M. Hypolite Jofeph da Cofta, to a& as their re-
prefentative in the Grand Lodge of England, and
in their name to folicit a regular authority to prac- .
tife the rites of the order under the Englith banner

9
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for the reception of their feceding Brethren ; but
that they had obftirlately refufed to acknowledge
their error, and return to the bofom of their mother-
lodge. He farther obferved, that though the Grand
Lodge of England differed in a few trifling obfer-
vances from that of Scotland, the former had ever.
entertained for Scottith Mafons that affeCtion and
regard which it was the obje& of Freemafonry to
cherith, and the duty of Freemafons to feel. His
Lordfhip’s fpeech was received with loud and re-
peated applaufe. From this circumftance, there-
fore, we may probably anticipate the renewal of an
alliance between the Grand Lodges of Scotland and
England *.

* From Ms. lawrie's valuable treatife on Freemafonry, lately pub-
lifhed, the above particulars have been extraled. This gentleman has
given a very fatisfadtory account of the mifunderftanding between the re-
gular and irrcgular Mafons of London. After flating that the fchifm
commenced with the feceffion of fome brethren from the Grand Lodge in
1739, he obferves that the aflive promoters of it calling themfelves
Ancient Mafons, not only formed lodges, in fubverfion of the rules of
the Order, but aétually eftablifhed in London a nominal Grand Lodge,
in open defiance of the Ancicnt Grand Lodge, on whom they invidioufly
‘beftowed the appellation of Modern Mafons, ou account of a few
trifling ipnovations in the ceremonial obfervances, which had been
inconfiderately fanftioned. The irregular Mafons encouraged the
revolt; and having chofen as their Grand Mafter the duke of Athol,
then Grand Mafter ele@ for Scotland, a friendly intercourfe was
opened Letween them aod the Grand Lodge in Ediuburgh. From
this circun ftance, more than frem any prediletion in their favour, a
correfpondence hus fince that time been kept up, and the fame pre-
judices imbibed by the Brethren of Scotland againft the regular Majons
of England. The bufinefs, however, heing now more clearly under-
flood, it is expeted that a general union will foon terminate all
differences, and that a regular communication will be fpeedily effocted
among the regular Mafons of both kingdoms.
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The ftate of the Society in England from the
year 1800 has been regular and progreffive. Under
the patronage of the earl of Moira, Mafonry has
been cultivated and confiderably extended. Many
eminent and illuftrious charaters have enrolled their
names among the Fraternity ; and, through various
branches of the Royal Family, application has been
made to the Grand Lodge, from the Mafons in
foreign countries, for renewing reciprocal alliances
of permanent friendthip. '

At the Grand Lodge in February 1802, the earl
of Moira ftated to the Brethren, that the Lodges in
Berlin, under the aufpices of the King of Pruffia,
had folicited the influence of the Duke of Suffex to
carry on a friendly communication with the Grand
Lodge of England; and had expreffed a readinefs,
on their part, as far as was confiftent with the duty
they owed to their own Mafonic jurifdition, to ac
in unifon with their Brethren of England, in pro-
moting all the general principles of the Inftitution,
and in extending relief to diftrefled Mafons; on
which it was immediately refolved, that a friendly
communication fhould be kept up with our Brethren
in Pruffia, "and every attention paid to their future
recommendations.

At the Grand Lodge in May following, another
application was made, through the fame channel,
from four Lodges in Portugal, which had empowered
M. Hypolite Jofeph da Cofta, to a& as their re-
prefentative in the Grand Lodge of England, and
in their name to {olicit a regular authority to prac- .
tife the rites of the order under the Englith banner
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and prote&tion. After mature deliberstion it was
determined that every encouragement fhould be
given to the Brethren in Portugal; and a treaty was
immediately entered into, and figned by Brothers Da
Cofta and Hefeltine, then Grand Treafurer of the
Grand Lodges and approved by the Grand Mafter,
whereby it was agreed that as long as the Portuguefe
Lodges fhould conform to the ancient conftitutions
of the Order, they fhould be  empowered to have a
reprefentative in the Grand Lodge of England, and
that the Grand Lodge of England fhould have a
reprefentative in the Grand Lodge of Portugal, and
that the Brethren belonging to each Grand Lodge
fhould be equally entitled to the privileges of the
other. ‘ :
In the private proceedings of the Society few
material incidents have occurred. In confequence
of the death of Thomas Sandby efq. the office of
Grand Archite& remained vacant till 1799 ; when
Robert Brettingham efq. was appointed his fuc-
~ceffor. William Tyler efq. the Archite& of the
Tavern, having been propofed as a candidate for the
office at the Grand Feaft in May 1801, the Grand .
Mafter obferved, that the office of Grand Archite&t
had been conferred on Brother Sandby only as a
mark of perfonal attachment, he having been the
Archite€t of the Hall, but that it was never intended
“to be a permanent office in the Society. The Grand
Lodge therefore refolved that the office of Grand
Archite& fhould be difcontinued; but that, in
compliment to Brothers Brettingham and Tyler,
‘both thefe gentlemen fhould be permitted to attend
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the Grand Lodge, and wear an honorary jewel as a
mark of perfonal refpe&.

In November 1801, a charge was prefcnted to
the Grand Lodge againft fome of its members, for
patronizing and officially aling as principal officers
in an irregular fociety, calling themfelves Ancient
Meafons, in open violation of the laws of the. Grand
Lodge. The charge being fully fupported, it was
determined that the laws fhould be enforced againft
thefe offending brethren, unlefs they .immediately
feceded from fuch irregular meetings. They fo-
* licited the indulgerice of the Grand Lodge for three
months, in hopes that, during the interval, they
might be enabled to effe& an union of the two
Societies. This meafure was agreed to; and that
no impediment might pervert fo defirable an objeét,
.the charge again(t the offending Brethren was with-
drawn ; and a committee, coafifting of lord Moira,
and feveral other eminent charalters, was appointed,
to pave the way for the intended union ; and every
means ordered to be ufed to bring back the erring
Brethren to a fenfe of their duty and allegiance.
Lord Moira declared, on accepting his appointment
as a member of the Committee, that he thould con-
fider the day on which a coalition was formed,
one of the moft fortunate in his life ; and that he
was empowered by the Prince of Wales to fay,
his Royal Highnefs’s arms would ever be open to
all the Mafons in the kingdom indifcriminately.
On the gth of February 1803, it being reprefented
to the Grand Lodge that the irregular Mafons ftill
continued refraftory, and that, {o far from fo- -
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Kciting re-admiffion among the Craft, they had not
taken any fteps to effe@ an union; their condué&
was deemed highly cenfurable, and the laws of the
Grand Lodge were ordered to be enforced againft
them. It was alfo unanimoufly refolved, That
whenever it thall appear that any Mafons under the
Englith conftitution fhall in future attend, or coun-
tenance, any lodge or meeting of perfons, calling
themfelves Ancient Mafons, under the fan&lion of
any perfon claiming the title of Grand Mafter of
England, who fhall not have been duly cle&ted in
the Grand Lodge, the laws of the Society fhall not
only be ftrily enforced againft them, but their
names fhall be erazed from the lift, and tranfmitted
to all the regular Lodges under the Conﬁxtunon of
England.

As thefe cenfures extend to fuch a numerous cir-
¢le, it may for a fhort time interrupt the general
harmony of our meetings; but it is hoped, that
when the Brethren of whom the irregular Societies
are compofed, are aware that, by continuing to af-
femble without regular fanétion, they are a&ting con-
© trary to the ancient charges of the Order, and en-
couraging a divifion in the family of Mafons, they
will foon re-unite under the legal banner, and ac-
knowledge one fupreme head, to whom all the Fra-
ternity in the kingdom are bound to pay allegiance.
" Should any trifling variations in the formalities of the
inftitution impede the progrefs of this union, we
truft they will be immediately removed, and every’
Brother vie who fhall be moft affiduous in preferving
the original landmarks of the Order.
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In February 1804, the Grand Lodge, defirous of
exprefling in the moft public manner the high fenfe
entertained of the fervices of the right hon. the earl
of Moira, the a&ting Grand Mafter, unanimoufly
refolved, that his Lordthip’s portrait fhould be painted
by an able artift, and put up in the Hall, with thofe
of the Paft Grand Mafters, as a lafting teftimony
of the gratitude and efteem of the Socicty for his
Lordfhip. His Lordfhip afterwards fent to the So-
ciety, as a prefent, his portrait painted by Shee.

The following lift of the Provincial Grand Maf-
ters appointed fince the year 1790, will afford the
beft teftimony of the great increafe of the Society
under the Englith banner within the laft twenty
years:

Africa, South, Richard Blake, Efq.

Anglefea, W. Wharton Rawlins, Efy.

Bavaria, Prince of Thurn and Taxis.

Berk/hire, Arthur Stanhope, Efq.

Buckinghamyhire, Sir J. Throckmorton, Bart,

Briflol, City and County of, W. H. Goldwyer, Efq.

Camlridgefhire, Right Hon, Lord Eardley. . -

Canada, Sir John Johnfon, Bart.

Ceylon, Sir Alexander Johnfton.

Chefhire, John Egerton, Efq.

Coaft of Coromandel, in the Eaft Indics, T'crence Gahagan, Eiq.

Cornwall, Sir John St. Aubyn, Bart.

Cunlerland, John Lofh, Efq.

Denmark, Norway, &c. Prince Charles Landgrave of Hefle Caffel.

Dertbyfhire, Earl of Harrington.

Devon, Sir Ch. Warw. Bamptylde, Bart.

Dorfet, John Jeffery, Efq.

Durham, Sir Ralph Milbanke, Bart,

Effex, William Wix, Efq.

Pranckfort on Maine, Circles of Upper Rhine, Lower Rhine, and
Franconia, John Charles Broenner, Efq.

Gilraltar, John Swectland, Efq.
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' Gloumﬁerjhire, Duke of Beaufort.

Guernfey, Jerfey, &c. General Sir J. Doyle.

Hanover, Ele6lorate of, and Britifh Dominions in Germany, Prince
Charles of Mecklenburg Strelitz.

Hamburgh and Lower Sazony, Do&or John Philip Beckmann.

Hampfhire, Colonel Sherborne Stewart.

Hertfordfhire, George Harvey, Efq.

- Hayti, John Goff, Efg.

Herefordfk.re, A. S. Gordon, Efg. .
Huntingdonfhire, Earl of Meunt-Norris.
Ifle of France, R. T. Farqubar, Efq. '
Kent, Sir Walter James James, Bart.
Lancgfiire, F. . Attley, Efq.
Lincolnfhire, Rev. William Peters,
Maryland, Henry Harford, Efq.
Monmouthfhire, Henry Harnage, Efq.

* Naples and Sicily, Kingdoms of, Duc de Sandemetrio Pignatelli.

Norfolk, Rev. Samuel S. Cclman.

Northamptonfhire, Earl of Pomfret.

Northumberland, Sir J. E. Swinbourne, Bart.

Nottingham/lire, Six J. B. Warren, Bart. K. B.

Ozxfordfhire, Lord Vifcount Forbes,

Perfia, Sir Gore Oufeley, Bart.

Radnor, Rev. Thomas Vials.

Rutlandfhire, Richard Barker, Efq.

Shropfhire, Staffordfhire, Fimtflire, Denkighfhire, and Monigomery,
Hon, and Rev. Francis Henry Egerton.

St. Chrifiopher, Hon. John Garnett. )

St. Helena, David Kay, M. D.

Sumerfetfhire, John Leigh, Efg.

Surry, James Meyrick, Efg, .

Suffolk, Sir William Middleton, Bart.

_ Suffex, General Samuel Hulfe.

Sumatra, John Macdonald, Efg.

Wales, South, Thomas Wyndham, Efg.

Warwickjhire, Hon. Wathington Shirley,

Hefimoreland, W. Heory White, Efq.

Horcefierfhire, John Dent, Efq.

York/hire, Robert Pemb. Milnes, Efq.

Reprefentative of the Grand Lodge of England in Germany, Col.
. Aug. Graefe,
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SECT. XV.

- Hifory of Mafoury Jrom 1801 2o 1812.

TaEe Scottith Mafons had another opportunity of
exemplifying their zeal and attachment to the So-
ciety on the 2gth of June 1801, being the birth-day
of his grace the Duke of Gordon, when the founda-

- tion-ftone of the bridge over the Spey was laid. The
concourfe of people was immenfe. All the lodges
round were aflumbled in their different infignia, and
the whole order of proceflion was arranged and con-
ducted by the Marquis of Huntly, Provincial Grand
Mafter for Bamffhire, &c. The different lodges,
focieties, and private gentlemen were formed on the
fquare of Fochabers, which was lined by the neigh=
bouring volunteer companies, and an excellent band
of mufic belonging to the Fochabers’ company,
which added much to the folemnity of the pro-
ceffion. From the fquare the whole marched, ac-
~cording to their eftablifhed rules, to the river, which
the Provincial Grand Mafter, with his office-bearers,
&c. pafled on a temporary bridge of boats, as the
ftone was to be laid on the oppofite fide. The vo-
lunteers were drawn up on the fouth fide, as the
fteepnefs of the rock, and the narrownefs of the
ground where the foundation-ftone was laid, pre-
vented more from crofling the river than were abfo-
lutely neceffary. The Grand Mafter then laid the
firft ftone with the ufual folemnities. Two infcrip-

' 10
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tions were depofited in it. The firfft was engraved
on plate, and is as follows:

In the reign of
‘The moft gracious Sovereign Grorar III.
And under the aufpices of
His Grace, ALexanper, Duke of Gorbon,
And the other Patrons of the Undertaking,
The moft noble GEorGe, Marquis of Huntly,
Provincial Grand Mafter for Bamtiire, &c. -
Laid the foundation-flone of the Bridge
' over the Spey,
On the 29th of June,
Being the day on which the Duke of Gorden
entered his 59th year,
In the year of our Lord 1801,
‘ _ And of the wra of Mafonry 5801.

The other infcription was fealed up in glafs, and
is as follows: - .

Deo ANNUENTE,
~ Pontis hujus
In Spey, vlim Tueffi, flumine,
Ducis de (iorRDON magnopere,
Civiumgque finitimorum, munificentia
Aque ac wre publico,
Extruendi,

Iapidem hunc primarium
Nebiliflimus Georcius Marchio de Huntry,
Filius preealti, potentifimique Principis,
Arexanpri Ducis de Gorpon, &c.
Artium omnium bonarum et utiliffimarum
Etiamque falutis publicze

Benigne, vindicis et amici ;
Pofuit ;
Grorcn III. Dei Gratia regnante ;
Aauno Chrifti MDCCCI.
Freque Architeftonice VMDCCCIL.
Viator !
Perge et plaude.
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A number of coins were depofited at the fame time.
The Rev. Mr. Gillon, of Speymouth, as chaplain,
pronounced a very appropriate prayer; and the
Provincial Grand Mafter, in a very elegant fpeech,
exprefled his felicity in feeing an undertaking, fo
magnificent and ufeful, at length happily begun.
The whole was concluded with a feu-de-joie by the
volunteers.

The proceflion returned in the fame order to Fo-
chabers, where ample ftores of every thing neceflary
were provided, and the day was concluded with the
higheft feftivity and happinefs.

The inhabitants of the iflands of Jerfey, Guern-
fey, and Alderney, being extremely fatisfied with the
condu& of Sir John Doyle, during his refidence
among them as governor, have prefented him with
two elegant gold cups ; and the two lodges of Free-
mafons in thofe iflands have prefented him with two
elegant gold vafes. The following is a defcription
of them : '

Ax eLeGanT Gorp Cup.—On the. foot is reprefented Faith, Hope, and
Charity; in one compartment of the body, the batde of Hebkirk Hill,
April 25, 1801 ; in she fecond, fundry mafonic emblems; in the third,
an infeription.  The handle is a chafed crocodile: the lip, the Prince of
Wales's creit.  On one fide of the cover is the earl of Moira’s armss on
the reverfe, General Doyle's ; the top is blue enamelled, fet round with
very large brilliants. .

INscrirrion.~T'0 the Honourable Major-General Sir Jony Dovie,
Bart. Colonel of the 87th (or Pricce of Wales's Irith) Regiment, Lieu-
tenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Iflands of Guernfey and
Alderney.

We, the free and accepted Mafons of Marinet, Lodge No. 222, pene-
trated with a lively aud fincere fenfe of gratitude, cfteem, and admiration,
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of your eminent talents, your public and private virtues, which have beea
moft energetically difplayed with the higheft advantage to His Mujefty’s
fervice: the greateft benefit to this ifland, and to the genesal intereft of
humanity, which our lodge has experienced in common with every indivi-
dual, under the fphere of your gov t, end with profound deference
and refpeét, we beg leave to offer you a box, with emblems; in fome froal
degree chara&eriftic of your diftinguifhed and amiable qualities, but ‘in-
tended more as a lafting teftimony of our gratitude and regard ; and may
the God of Light and Truth watch over, prote@, and profper all your
public and private undertakings, is the prayer of, Sir,
Your grateful a.d attached Friends and humble Servants,
The Members of Lodge No. 222.

- The fecond Gold Cup is fimilar to the former,
and prefented by Lodge No. 116.
The third is a2 moft fuperb gold vafe, prcfented
by the inhabitants of the ifland of Guernfey:

The foot is richly chafed, with laure! leaves round it ; on the bottom of
the vafe is reprefented the rofe, thiftle, and fhamrock; on one fide the
body, General Doyle's arms, fupporters, crefts, &c. &c. chafed; on the
reverfe, an infeription and emblems of viGory ; on the neck of the vafe, is
two battles which the General fought in Egypt, and a view of two forts
which he captured ; on the lower, is chafed the arms of the ifland of
Guernfey ; and on the top is Mars, holding in his right hand a wreath of

faurel.

The infcription on the above vafe is nearly the
fame as on the firft..

On the 10th of April 1805, the Grand M after
in the chair (Col. Sherborne Stewart) ftated, that
a commuynication had been received by the Grand
Secretary from the Earl of Moira the A&ing Grand
Matfter, relating to the Grand Lodge in Scotland,
whereupon it was refolved, That as the Grand Lodge
of Scotland has exprefled through the right hon. the
Earl of Moira its earnc{t with to be on terms of
confidential communication with the Grand Lodge
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of England, uader the autherity of the Prince, of
‘Wales. This Grand Lodge thesefore, ever defirous’
to concur i a fratemal intercourfe with regular Ma-
fons, doth meet that difpofition with the utmoft gor-
diality of fentiment, and requefts the honour of the
Aé&ing Grand Mafter to make fuch declarations in-
their name to the Grand Ledge of Scotland.

On the 27th of November 1805, aletter had been
received by the A@ing Grand Mafter from the Grand
Lodge of Pruffia, ftating their defire to correfpond
on terms of amity and brotherly communication
with the Grand Lodge of England, whereupon it
was refolved that the A&ing Mafter be requefted
to exprefs the wifhes of the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land towards their brethren in Pruffia, and their
defire to correfpond with them on terms of fraternal
amity.

On Tuefday the lft of September 1807, another
inftance of the zeal of the Scottifh Mafons occurred,
when the foundation-ftone of the North Pier of-
Fraferburgh New Harbour was laid with great fo-
lemnity by Thomas Burnett, efq. Mafter of the
Aberdeen Lodge, and Dr. Alexander Dauney, De-
puty Mafter, in prefence of the Magiftrates and
Town Council of Fraferburgh; the Mafters, Office-
* bearers, -and Brethren of feveral Lodges, and at
leaft 1000 fpeftators, among whom were the Earl'
of Kintore, Lord Inverury, Alexander Harvey efq.
of Broadland, and many other perfons of diftin&ion.

The Brethren and Magiftrates affembled in the
parifth church at one o’clock, when a fermon was
preached by the Rev. Mr. Simpfon for the occafion. -

' s
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On leaving the church, the proceffion moved through
the principal fireets of Fraferburgh, which were
lined by nearly 300 of the Fraferburgh volunteers,
on permanent duty, under the command of Lieut.
Coloncl Frafer, in the following order:

A Guard of Volunteers,
’ Mufic.
- Keith Lodge, of Peterhead.
 Fraferburgh Lodge. - -
Solomon’s Lodge, Fraferburgh.
Macduff Lodge. =
) Opfntlve Lodge, Banff..
« Mufic.
Forbes Lodge, Rofeheany
- St. Andrew’s Lodge, Bauff,
Magiftrates, Town Council, and Subferibers.
Superintendant of the Building, carrying the Plan.
Clergymen.
Tylm- of the Aberdeen Lodge
Infeription Plate, carried by an Operative Brother.
" The Cornucopia, filled with corn.
. Twofilver Cups, filled with wine.
The Brethren of the Aberdeen Lodge.
The Secretary and Treafurer.
" The Senior and Junior Wardens.
The Holy Bible, carried by a Brother.’
The Mafter and Deputy Mafter.
Three Grand Stewards.
A Guard of Volnnteers.

On arriving at the {fpot (within the old harbour)
where the ftone was to be laid, the Lodges filed off,
facing inwards, through which, the Magiftrates,
Town Council, and Subfcribers, moved to the weft
fide of the ftone, with the Clergymen, the Matfter,
Deputy Mafter, and Office-bearers of the Aberdeen
Lodge, moving to the eatft. .
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The ftone being flung, an appropriate addrefs
wag' delivered by the Right Rev. Bithop Alexander
Jollys after which he invoked the blefling of God
upon the undertaking in a fuitable prayer.

The Deputy Mafter then proceeded (after a fuit-
‘able addrefs to the Brethren and Affembly) to place
in the bafe-ftone the infcription plate, feveral coins
of the prefent reign, an Aberdeen newipaper of the
preceding week, an almanack of the prefent year,
and a writing on parchment, containing a lift of the
fubfcribers, and other particulars relative to the un~
dertaking ; which writing was inclofed in a phial,
and the whole depofited in nitches made in the ftone
-for  the purpofe.

The' following infcription and writing were pre-
vioufly read by the Deputy Matfter

¢ The prefent Harbour of anerhurgb, which was built, tbout 209
years ago, by Sir Alexander Frafer, anceftor of the prefent Lord Saltoun,
being originally fmall, and of bad accefs, and now mnck decayed, the
foundation- ftone of the North Pier of the New Harbour of Fraferburgh,
defigned by John Rennie, of London, efq. Civil Engineer, was laid 1t of
September, 1857, of the sre of Mafonry 5807, and of the reign of Geo.
IIL. the 47th year, by the Right Worfhipful Thomas Burnett efg.
Mafter of the Aberdeen Lodge, and Alexander Dauney efq. Deputy
Mafter, the Right Hon. Alexander George, Lord Saltoun, being Supe-
. rier and Provoft of the Burgh; William Kelman efq. Baillie; Alex-
ander Dauney, L.L.D. his Lordfhip’s Commiffioner ; William Smith,

Treafurer; Sebaftian Davidfon, Dean of Guild; Willism Frafer efq.
of Menzie, H. C.; John Dalrymple,  fen. William Walker, John
Wallace, William Ml.lne, John Milne, James Gray, Alexander Buchan,
William Coaper, William Greig, Charles Wemyfs, and John Alexander,
Merchant Counfellors ; John Dalrympte, jun. Robert Mathew, and Joha
Barnett, Trades Counfellors; Lewis Chalmers, Town Clerk; Mr. W,
Suwart, from Mid Lothian, Superintendant, Q. F.F. Q. S.”

s 2
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The Mafter now ordered the ftone to be lowered,
méking three regular ftops, when, with the afift-
ance of two operative brethren, he condufted the
ftone to its bed, The Mafter, with the Deputy on
his tight, ftanding towards the eaft, and the War-
denis on the weft, the {quare, the plumb, the level,
and the mallet, being fucceffively delivered by the
Deputy to the Mafter, were by him applied to the
fides, top, and {quare of the ftone, in feveral pofi-
tions : with the mallet he then gave three knocks,
faying, ¢ May the Grand Archite& of the Univer{e
grant a blefing on' this foundation-ftone which we
have now laid, and by his pravidence enable us to -
finith this and every other work which- may be un-
dertaken for the good and advantage of this town and
harbour.” On which the brethren gave three huzzas.

The cornucopia and the two filver cups were then
brought and delivered, the cornucopia to the De-
puty, and the two veflels to the Wardens, and were
fucceffively prefented to the Mafter, who, according
to ancient cuftom, poured the corn, wine, and the
oil, which they contained, on the ftone, faying,
¢ May the all-bounteous Author of Nature blefs. this
town with abundance of corn, wine, and oil, and
with all the neceffaries, conveniences, and comforts
of life.” On this the brethren gave three huzzas.

- After the ceremony the Mafter, Lodges, and Ma-
giftrates retyrned in reverfed order to the Saltoun-
inn, where nearly one hundred perfons fat down to
a disner gwm by the town in honour of the day;
and the remaining part of the evening was fpent
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with that agueeable couviviality which fo much gha-
radkerifos the ancient order of Mafonry. '
On the evening of sext day,a ball and fupper were
given to the ladies of Fraferburgh and neighbous-
hoed, alfo in honour of the occafion, at which is
may be well faid o fmall fhare of the heauty of
the North waa prefent, Nisaty-two fat down tR
fupper. Dancing began again after fuppst, amd
continued with mueh fpirit till five o’clock in the
morning. : .
On the 12th of February 1806, the Earl of Maira
in the chair, informed the Grand Lpdge, that. du-
ring his refidence in Edinburgh he bad vifited the
Grand Ladge of Scetland, snd taken the apportu-
mity of explaining to it the extent and importance
of this Grand Lodge, and alfo the origin and fitua~
_tion of thofe Mafons in England who mect. wnder
she authority of the Duke of Athol; that the bre-
theen of the Grand Lodge of Bcotland had exprefied
themfslves till then gremsly mifinformed of thole
circumfances, having been always led to think, that
this Sosiety was of a very recent date, and of np
magnitude, but being more theroughly conyinced
of their emor, they were defirous that the firiGeft
~ wnion and moft intimate communication {hould fub-
G# between this Grand Ladge and the Grand Lodge
of Scatland 3 and #s the fird, ftep towards fo jm-
portant an objedt, and in teflimony of the withes
of the Scots Mafons, his Royal Highnefs she Prince
of Wales had been ynanimoully ele&ted Grand
Moafter of Scotland. The Grand Mafter in the
: . $ 3
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chair further informed the Grand Lodge, that the
Grand Lodge: of Scotland had exprefled its con-
cern that any difference fhould fiibfift amongft the
Mafons of England, and that the lodges meeting
under the fan&ion of - the Duke of Athol fhould
have withdrawn themfelves from the proteQion of
the ancient Grand Lodge of England, but hoped
that meafures-'might be adopted to produce a re-
conciliation, and that the lodges now holding ir-
regular meetings would return to their duty, and
again-be received into the bofom of the Fraternity.
That in reply his lordfhip had ftated . his firm be-
lief that this Grand Lodge would readily concur
in any meafures that might be propofed for efta-
blithing union and harmony amongft the general
body of Mafons ; but that after the rejection of the
propofitions imade by this Grand Lodge three years
ago, it could not now, confiftent with - its honour,
or the dignity of its illuftrions Grand Mafter, make
any further advances ; but thatas it ftill retained-its
difpofition ‘to promote the general intereft of the
‘Craft, it would always be open to accept of the
mediation of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, if it
fhould think ptoper to interfere on the “fubje&t.
‘Whereupon it was refolved, that a letter be written
to the Grand Lodge of Scotland, expreffive of the
‘defire of this Grand Lodge, that the ftricteft union
may fubfift between the Grand Lodge of England
and the Grand Lodge of Scotland; and for that
purpofe, that the aCtual Mafters and Wardens of the
lodges under the authority of the Grand Lodge of
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Scotland who- may be in. London, on producing
proper teftimonials, fhall have a feat in this Grand
Lodge, and be permitted to vote on all occafions.
. The thanks of the Grand Lodge were unanimoufly
-voted to the earl of Moira, for the happy fettlement
of this important bufinefs.
On the 6th of April 1808, 2 communication
was made from the Grand Lodge of Scotland re-
lative to Dr. Mitchell, when the thanks of the
.Grand Lodge were voted for the communication.
At this meeting it was refolved, That it is abfolutely
neceflary for the welfare of Mafonry, and for the
prefervation of the ancient Landmarks, that there -
. be a fuperintending power competent to control the,
proceedings of every acknowledged lodge, and that
the Grand Lodge, reprefenting by regular delegation
the will of the whole Craft, is the proper and un-
-queftionable depofitary of {fuch power.
That it is contrary to the principles of Mafonry
- for any lodge to publifh its fentiments upon political
fubje€ts, inafmuch as the agitation of any political
queftion, or the difcuffion of any public affair, is
ftriCtly forbidden among Mafons 3 the Grand Lodge
-itfelf, though aQing for the whole Craft, not being
juftifiable in departing from.this rule, unlefsin fome
cafes of obvious and extreme neceflity.
- That the Grand Lodge concurs entirely in the
juftice of the opinions which the Grand Lodge of
Scotland thought itfelf bound to enforce, and trufts
that no lodge, under the Conftitution of England,
will, in any fhape, countenance refiftance to an
sS4
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‘authority exerted upon principles univerfally recog-
nized by all true and faithful Brethren.

On the 23d Nov. 1808, the A&ing Grand Mafter
informed the Brethren, that he had received a com-
-municatibn from the Grand Lodge of Ircland, ap-
plaudmg the principles - profefled- by this Grand
‘Lodge -in its declaration to the Grand -Lodge of
Scotland, and defiring to co-operate with this Grand
-Lodge in every particular which may fupport the
-authority neceflary. to be mointained by the repre-
‘fentative body of the whole Craft over any individual
Jodge.. ‘That the Grand Lodge of Ircland pledpges
atfelf not to countenance, or receive a8 a brother,
‘any perfon - Randing under the interdik of the
-Grand Lodge of England for mafonic tranf-
-greflion. Upon which it was refoived, that the
-Atting Grand Mafter be requefted to €xprefs to
‘the Grand Ludge of Iseland. the duc fenfe which
"this Grand Lodge entertains of ('o cowdial a com-
Munication.

On the 318 of Dccember 1809, the foundation-
ftone of Covent-Garden Theatre was laid by his
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, as Grand Mal-
tee-mafon of England and Scotland. The founda-
tion-ftone was fitvated at the norrh-caft angle of
the ground, in-weight nearly three tons, and con-
taining fixty cubic feet. Previous te the ceremony,
it hung,-»fufpmded by condage, ever 2 bafement
fone. Near to it was placed a marquee for the
Prince. Twoextenfive covered gatleries were erelbed ;
one to receive the My of Preemafons, who aflifted

.
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at the ceremony; the other was appropriated to
the fpeQators. Surrounding fcatfolds were covered
with many bundreds of workmen, who were en+
gaged in the building. A detachment of the firk
regiment of guards was pofted, as a guard of henoyr,
at the Prince’s entrance, with a band of muficians ;
and four other military bands were ftationed on
elevated platforms, near the company, to enliven ﬂxp
fcene.

At twelve o’clock the Grand Lodgc was opened
at Freemafong-hall in Great Queen-ftreet; Charles
Marfh efq. in the chair, attended by the Mafters
and Wardens of the regular Lodges; and at half
paft twelve they walked in proceffion to Bow-ftreet,
the junior lodges firft. The reprefentative of the
Grand Mafter walked laft, being preceded by the

 chevalier Rufpini, bearing the grand fword, and by
the Mafter of the Lodge of Antiquity, No. 1. bear-
fng the Book of Contftitutions.

On their arrival at the Theatre, they were wel-
comed to the places affigned them by the band
playing the old tune of a Free and Accepted Mafon.
The Grand Officers proceeded to the marquee, and
were armanged in order. The Mafter, Wardens,
and -nine members of the Stewards’ Lodge, and
nearly four hundred Mafters and Wardens of Lodges
attended, habited in the infignia of the Order. The
feveral bands played, alternately, airs till one
o'clogk, the hour fixed for the appearance of the
Prince, when his Royal Highnefs, in his coach,
acgompanied .by ithe Duke of Suflex, att:ndcd by

$s
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ﬁeneral Hufe and colonels MMahon and Bloom-
eld; arrived under an efcort of horfe guards. His
Royal Highnefs was received, on his ertrance at
the Bow-ftreet door, by the Earl of Moira, alling
Grand Mafter, the detachments of guards faluting,
with grounded colours, and beating the grenadiers
march. Mr. Harris and Mr. Kemble, after paying
their tefpe@ts to his Royal Highnefs, ufhered him
to the marquee, where his arrival was announced
by loud plaudits, the royal ftandard hoifted, and
the difcharge of a royal falute of artillery. His
Royal Highnefs, who was dreffed in blue, with a
fcarlet: collar, wearing  the infignia of his office as
Grand  Mafter, a pair of -gold compaffes fet with
brilliants and other ]cwellcry, and a white apron
‘bordered with purple, and - fringed with gold, ap-
peared in high health and fpirits. Proceeding,
uncovered, with his fuite; through a railed plat-
form fpread with fuperfire broad: green cloth
bounid with fcarlet and yellow, forty difmounted
Tife- guardfmcn, who were Mafons, without arms,
hnmg the fides of ' the ‘railing, the company all
rofe -as his Royal Iﬁghnefs paflfed the platform
to the marquee, and gave him three cheers, when
thé united bands immediately firuck up, % God
fave the King.” His Royal Highnefs, as he pafied,
{milingly bowed: to the ladies thh the moft faf-
: cmatmg affability. .

The Grand Officers had previoufly placed the
mafonic - -inftruments on a table in the marquee. A
plin-of the building, with its feQions and elevations,
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- 'was gow prefented to his Royal Highnefs by Ro-
bert Smirk, fen. efq. the architeét ;5 and a gilt filver
trowel by Mr. Copeland, the builder of the edifice.
Having paffed a fhort time with the proprietors in
converfation, and with the Grand Mafonic Officers
in the marquee, his Royal Highnefs proceeded to
the ceremonial. On a fignal given, the corner-ftone
was raifed about four feet; the hod-men, in white
aprons, inftantly conveyed the neceffary quantity of
fine cementing mortar, which was neatly fpread on
the bafe-fione by the workmen of the building,
fimilarly drefled. His Royal Highnefs now ad-
vanced, uncovered, to the north-eafl corner of
the ftone; when John Bayford efq. as Grand Trea-
furer, depofited, in a fpace cut for it in the bafe-
ment-ftone, a brafs box, containing the Britith gold,
filver, and copper coins of the prefent reign. On
a part of the ftone was, ¢ Long live George Prince
of Wales,” and "¢¢ To the King,” with a medallion
of the Prince. There were alfo depofited two large
medals, one of bronze, bearing a head of his Royal
Highnefs on one fide, and on the other, the fol-
lowing infcription : ;

GEORGIUS
PRINCEPS WALLIARUM.
- THEAIRI
REGIIS INSTAURANDI AUSPICIIS
IN HORTIS BENEDICTINOS
LONDINI.
' FUNDAMENTA.
‘Sua manu Locavrr
. MDCCCVIIL

s6
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The other medal, cngraved in copper, bore, on
one fide, this infoription :
Under the Aufpices of :
His Moft Sacred Majefty Georaoe 111.
King of the United Kingdoms of Great
" Britain and Treland,
The Foundasion $tose of the Theatre of
Covent Garden,
Was laid by his Royal Highnefs
GEORGE PRINCE ‘OF WALES.
MDCCCVIH.

' On the reverfe is engraven:

TRosert Smrrke, Archite&.

- His Royal Highnefs now, as Grand Mafter,
finithed the adjuftment of the ‘mortar with his
" trowel, when the upper ftane was Jowered in the
fling to its deftined pofition, all the bands play-
ing ¢ Rule Britannia,” 2 difcharge of artillery
being fired, and the people with the moft ani-
mating cheers applauding the fpectacle. The
junior and fenior ‘Grand Wardens, and the a@ing
Grand Matfter, the Earl of Moira, now feverally
prefented his Royal Highnefs with the Plumb, the
Level, and the Sguare; and the Prince having
applied them to the ftone, pronounced the work
corre®, and gave the ftone thrde ftrokes with his
mallet. oL Lo
Three elegant filver cups were then prefented,
fucceflively, to his Royal Highnefs, containing corn,
- wine, and oil, which he fcattered and poured over
the ftone, all the bands playing ¢ God fave the
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King.” His Royal Highnefs then reftared the plan
of the building into the hands of the archite&,
approving that fpecimen of his genius, and defiring
him to complete the firu&ture conformable thereto.
Then gracioufly turning to Mr. Harris and Mr.
Kemble, he withed profperity 40 the building and
the objeQts conne@ed with it, and fuccefs and hap-
pinefs:to its proprictors and managers.

The ceremony being finithed, the band played
¢ Rule Britannia;” and the Prince, the Duke of
Suffex, and the Earl of Moira, were efcorted back to
the Prince’s carriage by the managers and the Grand
Officers under a fecond royal falute of twenty-one
guns.’

Thus pafled a ceremonial, which, by the excel-
lent pre-arrangement of .its managers, and the
graceful yet dignified manner in which the illuftrious
«<hief a&tor performed his part, exhibited an intereft-
ing fpetacle that excited gencral admiration and
applaufe. All who had the honour to approach the
Prince fpeak in raptures of his polite and captivating
.manners on the oocafion.. Although the neighbouring
houfes were covered to the roof-tops, and many
thoufands of people were aflembled in the fireet, it
is with great fatisfaction we ftate, that not.a fingle
accident happaned to interrupt the fplendxd termina-
tion. of the ceremony.

The Maftersgnd Wardens of the mafomc ]odgm
then returned in proceffion to their hall in Great
" Queen-ftrect, when the Grand Lodge was clofed,
-after making a formal minute of the proceedings,
and receiving, through the medium of the Grand

I
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Treafurer, t.hc thanks of the: Pnncc for the favour
of their attendance.

The Brethreh, after the lodge was clofed, fat
down to a fplendid dinner at Freemafons’ Tavern,
when mirth and conviviality clofed the meeting.

The proprictors of Covent Garden Theatre re-
ceived a letter from colonel- M<Mahon, dated from
Carleton-houfe, in which he ftated that he had it in
command from his Royal Highnefs the Prince of
‘Wales to exprefs his high approbation of the very
great order and regularity with which the. whole
arrangement of the ceremonial had been formed and
condu&ed. :

On the 12th April 1809, it was refolvcd That
this- Grand Lodge do agree.in. opinion with the
committee of charity; that it.is not neceflary
any longer to continue in force thofe meafures
which were reforted to in- or about the year 1739,
refpe&mg irregular Mafons, and do therefore en-
join the feveral lodges to. severt to the ancient land-
marks of the Socxety

It appearing from the Grand. Treafurer s account,
that the liquidation fund for difcharging the debts
of the fociety had effetually anf{wered the purpofe
for which it was eftablifhed, and that all the prin-
<cipal. demands have been difcharged ; on the 7th of
February 1810, the Grand Lodge-being defirous of
relieving the Fraternity from the payment of a con-
tribution, which the prefling emergency at the time
-rendered ‘neceffary, orderéd, That the payment
of two fhillings per annum, from every member, to
the liquidation fund for the difcharge of the debts

Y
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of the Society, impofed by the Grand Lodge on
the 7th of February 1798, fhall, from and after the
21ft day of December next ceafe and deterntine.
1t was. further refolved, that the thanks of the Grand
Lodge be given to the Fraternity at large for their
ready compliance in the meafure of the liquidation
fund, which has been the means of relieving the
fociety from its difficulties.

The Grand Lodge, however, recommendedgthe
London lodges to continue the fubfcription till
the’ debts of the - “Lodge of Promulgatxon were
difcharged's . .- . yo

By the Grand Treafurer’ s account of chnefday,
November 27, 1811, it appeared that 1671. gs. 6k
was paid into the charity-fund from tHe féverhl
lodges; 220k *10s. 6d:' towards - the - halbfund ;
and 34l. 17s. 6d. towards the Nquidatiop-fund.
By the general account it appears, that there re-
mained a balance due to the Grand Treafurer of -
194l. 12s. 7d. on the charity-fund- account; ."on "
the hall-fund there remained a balance due from
the Gfind Treafurer of 423! 26.9d.3.and on the
liquidation-fund for difcharging the debts of the So-
ciety there remained a balance of 366l. 4s. 10d.
in his hands.

Having thus brought to a conclufion the proceed-
ings of the Socicty till the end of the year 1811, I
fhall only add, that the Society being now difen-
cumbered of debts, and free from embarraflments,
there is every probability that the finances of the
Society will confiderably increafe.
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On the death of fir Peter Parker, the Deputy
Grand Mafker, his Royal Highnefs the Duke of
Suffex, the prefent Mafter of the Lodge of Amti-
quity, was appointed by the Grand Mafter to {uc-
seed him, and from his known geal and ability there -
is every reafon to anticipate the moft happy <on-

- fequences.
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v ODE L
- {By Mr. Cunsinenan.]

Hux. to the Crarr ! at whofe ferene command
The gentle AzTs in glad obedienct ftand ;
Hail, facred Masonry ! of fource divine, :
Unerring fov’reign of th unerring line :
Whofe plumb of truth, with never-failing fway, -
Makes the join’d parts of fymmetry obey :
Whofe magic ftroke bids fell confulion ceafe,
And to the finith’d Ozpris gives a place : -
Who calls vaft Rrudtures from the womb of earth,
And gives imperial cities glosious birth.
To works of Arf mea merit not confir’d,
She regulates the morals, {quases the mind ;
Corregs with care the fallies of the foul,
And points the tide of paflions where to roll ;
On Virtue’s tablet marks nea moral rule,
And forms uer Lodge an univerfal fchool ¢
Where Nature’s myftic laws unfolded ftand,
And Senfe and Science join’d, go hand in hand.
O may HEeR focial rules inftru&ive {pread,
Till Truth ere® nex long negle@ed head ¢
Till through deceitful night sus dart her ray,
And beam full glorious in the blaze of day 1 :
Till men by virtuous maxims learn to move,
Till all the peopled world uzr laws approve,
And Adam’s race are bound in brother’s love !

;
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ODE IIL

[Written by a Member of the ALrrep Lopce at Ox-
FORD, fet to mufic by Dr. FisHeRr, and performed at
the Dedication of FrReemasons’ HavrL.]

STrOPHE.
: o AIR. .
WaaT folemn founds on holy Sinai rung,
When heav’nly lyres, by angel fingers ftrung,
Accorded to th’ immortal Jay,..
That hymn’d Creation’s natal day !
RECITATIVE, accompanied.
*T'was then the fhouting fons of morn
Blefs’d the: great onmific Word ;
~ Abafh’d hoarfe jarring atoms heard,
‘Forgot their pealing (grife, s
And foftly crowded into life, ,
" When Order, Law, and Harmony were bora.
CHORUS. ,
The mighty Mafter’s pencil warm,
Traced out the thadowy form,
And bid each fair proportion grace -
Smiling Nature’s modeft face. - ..
AIR.
Heav’n’s rareft gifts were feen to join
To deck a finifh’d form divine, )

And fill the {ov’reign Artift’s plan ; -
Th’ Almighty’s image ftamp’d the glowing frame
And feal’d him with the nobleft name, !

Archetype of beauty, Man.

o ANTISTROPHE. '
) " SEMICHORUS AND CHORUS.
Ye fpirits pure, that rous’d the tuneful throng,
And loos’d to rapture each triumphant tongue,
Again with quick inftinétive fire, .
_ Each harmonious lip infpire ¢ B o
Again bid every vocal throat .o '
¢ Diffolve in tender votive ftrain. S
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.AIR.
Now while yonder white-rob’d train
Before the myftic fhrine,
In lowly adoration join,
Now {weep the living lyre, and {well the melting note.
. RECITATIVE.
Yet ere the holy rites begin,
The confcious fhrine within
Bid your magic fong impart.
AIR.
How within the wafted heart,
Shook by paffion’s ruthlefs pow’r,
Virtue trimm’d her faded flow’r,
To op’ning bude of faireft fruit ¢
.. How from majeftic Nature’s glowing face,
She caught each animating grace, - -
And planted there th’ jmmortal root.
S EPODE. .
{°  RECITATIVE, accompanied. i
Daughter of gods, fair Virtue, if to thee
And thy bright Sifter, Univerfal Love, '
Soul of all good, e’er flow’d the foothing harmony
Of pious dgratulation ;——from above, -
T us, thy duteous votaries, impart
Prefence divine,.—. - R
T OATR, -
——The fons of antique Art,
In high myfterious jubilee,
With Pzanr loud, and folemn rite,
Thhy holy ftep invite, :
And court thy liftening ear,
To drink the cadence clear, '
That fwells the choral fymphony.
" CHORUS. '
To thee, by foot profane untrod, .
Their votive hands have rear'd the high abode.

RECITATIVE.

Here fhall your impulfe kind,
Infpire the tranced.mind ; -

LI
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{a1R.
And lips of Truth fhall tell
What heav'nly deeds befit,
The foul by Wifdom’s leflon fmit ;
What praife he claims, who nobly fpurns
Gay vanities of life,and tinfel joys,
For which unpurged fancy burns.
: CHORUS.
‘What pain he fhuns, who dares be wife 5
What glory wins, who dargs excel!

ODE IIL
[Performed at the Granp CHarrsn of Haronim.
Written by Brother NoexTaouck. Set te Mufic by
Brother WessE.] :
oreniNG. - - - -
Orper is Heaven’s firft law ¢ thro’ boundlefs fpace
Unnumber’d orbs noll reund sheir deftic’s race ; '
On earth, as ftri& arrangements &ill appear,
Suiting the varying feafons of the years
Beneficepce divine prefents to view
Its plenteous gifts $o mam, in order tye 5
But chicf a mind, thefe bleflings to improves
By arts, by {cience, by fraternallove. .. -, .-
DIVISION. . :
‘When men exalt their views to Heav's’s high will,
With fteady aim their duty to fylfil, '
The mind expands, its firength appears,
Growing with their growing years,
Mounting the apex of malonic fkill.
Be this the earneft purpofe of our Jives, o
Succefs muft crown the man whe nably fuves! .
: CONCR Y ION.
Loud let us raife our fwelling ftrains,
And Harodim proclaim,
Of excellence the name;
Good-will to all, love to each other,
- The due of every fkilful brother,
Who worthily our anciemt lore maintains.

=
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Indulgence in pleafure,
By prudence we meafure ;
And, cheerfully parting, exchange an adieu ;
Till we meet with frefh vigour, our tafksto renew.

D ——————

. ODE IV.

[Performed 2 Coacu-maxsns’-Hare. Written by
Mr. Brown. Set to Mufic by Mr. Remv.]

RECITATIVE.
When firft the golden morn aloft,
With maiden breezes whifp’ring foft ;
Sprung from the ealt with rofy wing,

o kig the heav’nly firft-born fpring ;
Jehovah then, from hallow’d earth,
Gave Mafonry immortal birth ;

*Twas then the new creation rung,

And thus the Heft of Heaven fung :
AlR.

Hail, hail, O hail, thou fource of love, -

Great Artift of this goodly frame !
The earth and fea, the fky above,

Thou form’ft to thy immortal fame !

SEMI-CHORUS.
To thee, our Sire,
The cherub choir
The air move with feraphic found,
Ye breezes fweet,
The cadence meet,
And waft it o’er the hallow’d ground.
Atw.
Ten thoufand orbial beauties bright,
Which long confus’d in chaos lay,
Thou brought’ft them forth to give delight,
And make the face of Heav'n gay.
SEMI-CHORUS.
To thee our Sire, &c.
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RECITATIVE.

*T'was thus the Heav’ns in concert rung,
‘While Nature kind from chaos {prung,
Brought forth her tender infant green, -
And flow’ry fweets, to deck the {cenes .
To finith then the Artift’s plan, '
Of pureft mould he form’d the Man ;
Then gave him an immortal foul,
And bid him live, and rule the whole ; .
While angels, from their gelder thrine,
Sung with angelic ftrains divine :

AlR, . -

Happy, happy mortals rife,
Taxe with us immortal joys,
Blooming on yon facred treey
Planted by the Deity,

The hallow’d fruit is Masonky.

Far beyond the: pregnant {ky,
There the hopes of Mafons lie,
Mafons happy choice above,
Mafons every blefling prove, -
Friendfhip, harmony, and love.
, * RECITATIVE.
Since perfe& love and pow’r divine
Fir(? ve our fcience birth,
So friendfhip fhall our hearts entwine,’
And harmonize the earth;
Behold the virgin hither flies,
To crown us with her blifsful joys.
AIR.
Blooming as fair Eden}s bow’r,
Friendfhip, geddefs heav’nly bright,
Dropping in a balmy fhower,
Breathing concord and delight ;
Each Mafon feels the facred fire
Glow with ardour in his heart ;
The flame infpires him with defire
To relieve each other’s fmart.
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FULL CHORUS. : N
From Heav'n fince fuch bleflings flow,
Let ev’ry Mafon while below S
Our noble {cience here improve ;
?Twill raife his foul Lo realms above,
And make his lodge—a lodge of love.

e t——

ODE V.
[By Mr. Tuomas Dermony.]

T uou faireft Type of Excellence divine,

Whofe focial links the race of man combine,
Whofe awful mandates coward vice control,

And breathe through nature one enlighten'd foul ;
From thy mild fway keiignant virtues rife,

Pour on the heart, and emulate the fkies ; .

From thy fage voice fublime Jnfrucion {prings,
While Knowledge waves her many-colour’d wings,
And ftar-ey’d Truth, and Confeience, holy zeft,
Enthrone True Feeving in the glowing breaft.
Then deign the labour of thy fons to guige,

O’er each full line in nervous fenfe prefide,

Adorn each verle, each manly thought inflame,
And what we gain from GeN1us give to Fame !

ODE VL
[By Mr. WiLLiam WaLker.] -

StTrixE to melodious notes the golden lyre !

Spread wide to all around the ardent flame,

'If;ll each rapt bofom catch the facred fire,

And join the glorious theme !
" ’Tis Mafonry,
The art fublimely free, : '

Where Majefty has bow'd, and own’d a Brother’s name !

Through ample domes wide let the chorus roll,
Refponfive to the ardour of the foul,
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Hail! infpiring Mafonry! - ~

To thy fhrine do myriads bend ;
Yet more glorious fhalt thou be,

Till o’er the world thy pow’r extend.
Still to the fons of Earth thy light difpenfe,
Andall fhall own thy facm{ influence.

Though Genius fires, yet faint his rays appear,
Tilf thy myfterious lere the foul refine ;
T's thou to nobleft heights his thoughts mutft rear,
And make them doubly fhine. o
‘ O Mafonry ! _ B

Thou Art fublimely free! R
*T'is thou exalt’ft the man, and mak'lt him half divine.
%e Iv{_afomeak s fzvo;lr’d mewrll',ﬂzour vﬁet’raife! ..

ou our glo ou its prai
lgzil ' yinfpirilvug af¢ y, &c. g P
Bleft be the man, and bleft he is, who bears
‘With virtuous pride a Mafon®s facred name ;
And may each Brother, who the blefling fhares,
-Enrich the lift of Fame,
Bleft Mafonry! ‘
Thou Art fublimely free! - -
Heav’n bids thy happy fons, and they thy worth proclaim
¥ith loud affent ! t! lei;{:l;eerful voice; raife,
heir t, immorta onry to praife.
Aail ! infpiring: Mafuml-‘;,y &c?
The tow'r fky-pointing, and the dome fublime,
Rais'd by the myftic rules and forming power,
Shall long withftand the iron tooth of Time,
Yet ftill their fall is fure :
But Mafowry, :

The Art fublimely free, ,
Founded by God himfelf, thro’ time fhall firm endure.
Still fhall its fons their grateful voices raife,

And joyful found their%reat Grand Mafter's praife.
. At thy fhrine, O Mafonry ! :
Shall admiring nations bend ;
In future times thy {ons fhall fee
Thy fame from pole to pole extend.
To worlds unknown thy heav'n-bomn Light difpenfe,
And {yftems own thy facred influence,

:



ODES. ..

ODE VIL

Wake the lute and quiv’ring ftrings,
Myftic truths Urania brings; - -
Friendly vifitant, to thee

We owe the depths of MasoxrY ;
Faireft of the virgin choir,

Warbling to the golden lyre,
Welcome ; here thy ArT prevail !
Hail ! divine Urania, hail !

Here in Friendfhip’s facred bower,
The downy-wing’d and {miling hour,
Mirth invites, and focial Song, .
Namelefs myfteries among :
%rown the .bowl, and fill the glafs,

o every virtue, eve C€,y
To ther)éRO'erHz!;trr:found
Health, and let it thrice go round.

‘We reftore the times of old,

The blooming glerious age of gold ;
As the new creation free, :
Bleft with gay Euphrofyne ;

. We with godlike {cience talk,

And with fair Aftrza walk ;
Innocence adorns the day,

Brighter than the {miles of May.

Pour the rofy wine again, -

Wake a louder, louder ftrain ;
Rapid zephyrs, as ye fly,

‘Waft our voices to the fky ;

‘While we celebrate the NinE,
And the wonders of the Trine,
While the AxGELs fing above,
As we below, of Peace and Lovs.

T
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ODE VIIL

[By Brother DunckezrgYy.], -

ALmicuTy Sire! our heavenly king, K
Before whofe facred Name we bend, :
Accept the praifes which we fing,
And to our humble prayer attend !
All hail, great architeét divine ¢
This univerfal frame is thine.

Thou who did’ft Perfia’s king commaund,
A proclamation to extend,

That Ifrael’s fons might quit hig land,
Their holy temple to attend.

That facred place where three in one,
Compris’d thy comprehenfive name 3

And where the bright meridian fun

" Was foon thy glory to proclaim.

Thy aatchful eye, a length of time,
%he wond’rous circle did attend: °
The glory and the power be thine,
‘ Wﬁich fhall from age to age defcend.

On thy omnipotence we reft, :
Secure of thy proteétion here ;.

And hope hereafter to be hlef,
When we have left this world of care.

_ .Grant us, great God, thy powerful aid,

To guide us through this vale of tears ;
For where thy gooduefs is difplay’d,
Peace foo?hes the mind, and pleafure cheews.

_Infpire us with thy grace divine, ,
'Bhy facred law our guide fhall be 2
To every good our hearts incline,
From every evil keep us free.
All hail} &c.

L]
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ODE IX.
[By the Same.]

Harw univerfal Lord ¢

By heaven and earth ador’d ;

Al hail! great God !
Before thy Name we bend,
To us thy grace extend,
And to our prayer attend.

All hail! Great God !

ODE X
[Set to Mufic by Dr. Arnoin. ]

AssisT me, ye fair tuneful Nine,
Euphrofyne, grant me thy aid,
‘While the honours I fing of the Trine,
Prefide o’er my numbers, blithe maid !
Ceafe Clamour and Fa&ion, oh'ceafe, .
Fly hence all ye cynical train ; e
Difturb not, difturb not the lodge’s fweet peace, ’
‘Where Silence and Secrecy reign,

Religion untainted here dwells, ‘
nglre the morals of Athens are taught ;
Great Hiram's tradition here tells.
How the world out of chaos was brought.
- With fervency, freedom, and zeal,
Our mafter’s commands we obey ;
No lowen, no lowen our fecrets can fteal,
No babbler our myft’ries betray.

Here Wifdom her ftandard difplays,
Here nobly the Sciences fhine 3
. Here the temple’s vaft column we raife,
. And finith a work that’s divine,
. IHum’d from the Eaft with pure light,
"Here Arts do their bleflings beftow ¢
And all perfe@, all perfe&, unfold to the fight,
What none but a Mafon can know.
T3 .
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If on earth any praife can be found,
Any virtue unnam’d in my fong ;
Any grace in the univerfe round,
May thefe to a Mafon belong! ‘
May each brother his paffion Fubdue,
Proclaim charity, concord, and love ;. .
And be hail’d, and be hail’d by the thrice happy few
Who prefide in the Grand Lodge above.

ODE XIL

UraN1a, hail! to thee we fing,

And all with pleafure own the lay ;
Which from thy facred fountain fpring,
To clad the free-born fons of day ;

O ftill attend .our meetings here,
With peace ferene, and joy fineere.

True joys unruffled, calm repofe,
In friendfhip’s facréd band behold,
The happy recompence of thofe
‘Who laws and liberty uphold ;
Who {corn all bafe, unmanly views,
- From vicg refrain, and virtue choofe.

May each Free-mafon good and true,
In Britain’s ifle be ever found ;

And in remotefl regions too,

- May love and harmony abound !

And all confefs true Wifdom’s power ;

Till Time and Mafons are no more.

ODE XIL

Arise, gentle Mufe, and thy wifdom impart

To each bofom that glows with the love of our Art ;
For the blifs that from thy infpiration accrues,’

Is what all fhould admire, and each Mafon purfues. -

CHORUS.

Hence Harmony fprings, ’tis the cement of love,
Fair freedom on earth, and bright union above.
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"Tho’ malice our joy fhould attempt to control,
Tho’ difcord around like an ocean fhould roll ;
To the one we’ll be deaf, to the other be blind, -
For wifdom alone is the ftrength of the mind.

The bright charms of beauty for ever will fhine,
Our Art to adorn with a lu(i're divine,

Till Time, circling round, fhall unfold the great trath,
Which thus has united the fage and the youth.

ANTHEM I

GrANT us, kind Heaven ! what we requett,
In Mafonry let us be bleft ; '
Dire us to that hap{gy place:

Where Friendfhip fmiles 1n every face ; '
‘Where Freedom and {weet Innocence
Enlarge the mind and cheer the fenfe.

Where {cepter’d Reafon, from her throne,
Surveys the LopGE, and makes us one ;
«And Harmony’s delightful fway
For ever fheds ambrofial day :
Where we bleft Eden’s pleafures tafte,
While balmy joys are our repatft.

No prying eye can view us here ;

No fool or knave difturb our cheer :

Our well-form’d laws fet mankind free,

And give relief to mifery:
The poor, opprefs’d with woe and grief,
Gain from our bounteous hands relief.

Our Lodge, the focial Virtues grace, - SR

And Wifdom’s rules we fondly trace; .

‘Whole Nature open to our view,

Points out the paths we-thould purfue.
Let us fubfit in lafting peace, '
And may our happinels increafe !

T 3
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ANTHEM IL

By Mafons’ Art th’ afpiring dome
On ftately columns arife,
All climates are their native home,
Their godlike ations reach the fkies.
Heroes andiinga revere their name,
‘While poets fing their lafting fame.

Great, noble, gen’rous, good, and brave ;
All virtues they muft juftly claim ;
Their deeds fhal live beyond the grave,

And thofe unborn their praife proclaim.
Time fhall their glorious a&s enrol,
While love and friendfhip charm the foul.

s e——

ANTHEM IIL

« Lzt there be light I”> — the Almighty fpoke,
Refulgent ftreams from chaos broke,
To illume the rifing earth !
Well pleas’d the Great Jehovah ftood —
‘The l?ower Supreme pronounc'd it good,
And gave the planets birth !
In choral numbers Mafons join,
To blefs and praife this light divine. -

Parént of light ! accept our praife !
Who fhedd’t on us — thy brighteft rays,
The light that fills his mind —
By choice fele&ed, lo! we ftand,
By friendthip join’d, a focial band !
That love — that aid mankind 1
In choral numbers, &c.

“The widow’s tear — the orphan’s cry —
All wants — our ready hands fupply,
As far as power is given !
The naked clothe —the pris’ner free —
Thefe are thy works, fweet Charity !
Reveal’d to us from Heaven !
’ In choral numbers, &c.
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ANTHEM IV.
To Heaven’s high Archite& ull praife,
All praife, all gratimde be given ;
deign’d the human foul to raife,
By myftic fecrets fprung from Heaven,
’ cHoRWYS.

Sound aloud the Great JEnovan’s prﬁﬁ;
To him the dome, the temple raife.

emem—— ——

SONG L
[Tune, Attic Fire.]

Anxisg, and blow thy trumpet, Fame !
Free-mafonry aloud proclaim, |
To realms and worlds unknown ;
Tell them "twas this great David’s fon,
The wife, the matchlefs Solomon,
Pris’d far above his throne,

The folemn temple’s cloud-capt towers,

Th’ afpiring domes are works of ours,
By us thofe piles were rais’d ;

Then bid mankind with fongs advance,

And through th’ ethereal vaft expanfe,
Let Malonry be prais’d

We help the poor in time of need,
. The naked clothe, the hungry feed,
"[{)is our foundation-ftone )
We build upon the nobleft plan,
For friendfhip rivets man to man, }Cbma three times.
And makes us all as one.

Still louder, Fame ! thy trumpet blow ;
Let all the diftant regions know
Free-mafonry is this ;
Almighty Wifdom gaveit birth,
- And Heav’n has fix’d it here on earth,
"A type of future blifs !

T 4
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SONG IL-
[Ture, He comes, &c.]

UN1ITE, unite, your voices raife ;

Loud, loudly ﬁng Freemafons’ praife; -
Spread far and wide their {potlefs fame,
And glory in the facred name.

Behold, behold, the upright band,
In Virtue’s paths go hand in hand ;
They fhun each ill, they do no wrong,’

- Stri& honour does to them belong..

How juft, how jnft are all their ways,
Superior far to mortal praife !

Their worth, defcription far exceeds,
For matchlefs are Freemafons’ decds.

" Goon, %o on, ye juﬁ and true,

Still, ftill the fame Bright paths purfue;
Th’ admiring world fhall on ye gaze, .
And Friendfhip’s altar ever blaze.  ~
Begone, begone, fly difcord hence !

With party rage, and infolence !

Sweet Peace fhall blefs this happy band,
And Freedom fmile throughout the land.

SONG IIIL
[Tune, Rule Britarnia.]

WHEN earth’s foundation firft was laid,
By the Almighty Artiit’s hand, -
*Twas then our perfe&, our perfect laws were made,

. - Efablifh’d by his ftri& command,

) CHORUS. -
Hail, myfterious ; hail, glorious Maforiry !
That makes us ever great-and free. . .
In vain, mankind for fhelter fought,
In vain from place to place did roam, -
Until from Heaven, from Heaven he was taught
To plan, to build, to.fix his home.

~
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Illuftrious hence we date our Art,
Which now in beauteous piles appear ;
And fhall to endlefs, to endlefs time impart,
How worthy and how great we are.

Nor we lefs fam'd for every tie
By which the human thought is bound ;
Love, truth, and friendfhip, and friendfhip focially:
Unite our hearts and hands around.
Our aétions ftill by virtue bleft,
And to our precepts ever true;
The world admiring, admiring fhall requeft
To learn, and our bright paths purfue.

SONG 1IV.
[Zune, Rule Britansia.] -
ErE God the Univerfe began,

In one rude chaos matter lay,
And wild diforder over-ran, .
Nor knew of light one glimmering ray ;
‘While, in darkne?s, o’er the whole
Confufion reign’d without control.
Then God arofe, his thunders hurl’d,
And bade the elements arife :
In air he hung the pendent world,
And o’er it {pread the azure fkies ;
Stars in circle caus’d to run, _
And in the centre fix’d the Sun. R
Then Man he call’d forth out of duft,
And form’d him with a living foul ;
All things committed to his truft,
Anud made him ruler of the whole ;
But, ungrateful unto Heaven,
The rebel was from Eden driven.
From thence proceeded all our woes,
Nor could mankind one comfort cheer ;
Until Pree-mafonry arofe, .
And form’d another Eden here ; ’
*T'is only on Mafonic ground,
Pleafure with innocence is found.

TS
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*T'is here the pureft fountains flow,
Here naught corrupt can enter in-;
Here trees of knowledge ftately grow,
Whofe fruit we tafte, exempt from fin ;
In friendfhip fweet we ftill abound,
While guardian Angels hover round.

SONG V. . -~

[Written by Brother NoorTHOUCK, and fung in the
Provinciar Grano Lopgz at Margate in Kent,
June 12, 1786, by Brother Rosson.]

-, [Tume, Rule Britannia.]

Whire trifles lead the world aftray,
And vice feduces giddy youth ;
Rejoice; my brethren, in this aufpicious day,
hat guides a fleady few to truth ;
Raife, raife your voices, ye Kentifh Mafons all,
*Tis SAwBRIDGE rules, obey his call.

Shall Mafonry through Britain fpread,
And flourith every where but here ?
Forbid it, Virtue'! while you our footfteps lead,
Kent foremeft fhall in worth appear;
Huzza, my brethren! to SAWBRIDGE raife the fong,
Our gratetul ftrains to him belong. S

When Harold’s crown the Norman gain’d,
In Kent a hardy race he found ;

Whofe fons to cherifh, their ancient fame unftain’d
Preferve it on mafonic gr.und :

True to your duty, your anceftors, and land,

Let SawBr1DGE lead a worthy band. '

! Away with_politics and news,
Away with controverfies all ; .
We’'re here united, ahove all party views,
And gladly hail the focial call ; '
Fill, fill your glaffes ; let SAwBRIDGE be the toaft,
Long may we his protection boaft !

v
9
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SONG VL
'[By J. F. StanrieLp, Sunderland.]

[avacrEoNTIC.]

Nor the fiions of Greece, or the dreams of old Rome,
Shall with vifions miflead, or with meteors confume,

No Pegafus’ wings my fhort foarings mifguide’;

Nor raptures detain me on Helicon fide. :

All ¢louds now diffolve ; from the eaft beams the day —
Truth rifes in glory and wakens the lay.

The eagle-ey’d Mufe — f{ees the light — fills the grove
With the fongs of Freemafons, of Friendfhip, and Love!

Infpir’d with the theme, the Divinity flies,

And thron’d on a rainbow — before her arife

Paft, Prefent, and Future — with fplendid array,

In mafonic fucceffion, their treafures difplay ; -

.She views raurder’'d Merit by ruffian-hand fall,

And the grave give its dead up, at fellowfhip’s call}
While the Craft, by their badges, their innocence prove ;
Andthe fong of Freemafons is Friendfhip and Love!

From thofe ages remote, fee the Mufe fpeeds her way,
To joininthe glories the Prefent difplay.

In freedom and friendfhip, fhe fees the true band

With their fplendour and virtues illumine the land.
Religion’s pure beams break the vapours of night, -
And from darknefs myfterious, the Word gives the light 1
While the Loodge here below, as the choirs from abéve,
Join the fong of Freemafons in Friendfhip and Love !

That the Future might keep, what the Prefent beftows, .

In rapture prophetic the goddefsarofe ; -

As fhe fung through the fkies, angels echo’d the folnd,

And the winds bore the notes to the regions atound ;

“The kind proclamation our fong fhall retain,

*Twas — ¢ That Mafonry long may its luftre maintain 5

¢ And till Time be no more, our fraternity prove, -

¢ That the objefts we aim at, are Friendﬂylip aad Lave !
TO6

t
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SONG VIL

[Tune, Rural Felicity.]

Ye dull ftupid mortals give o’er your conjeGures,

Since Freemafons’ fecrets ye ne'er can obtain;
The Bible and compaffes are our dire&ors,

And fhall be as long as this world doth remain.
Here friendfhip inviting, here freedom delighting,

Our moments in innocent mirth we employ :

) CHORUS.
. Come, fee, Mafons’ felicity,
Working and finging with hearts full of joy.

No other Society that you can mention, .
‘Which has been, is now, or hereafter fhall be,
However commendable be its intention,
Can ever compare with divine Mafonry.
No envy, no quarrels, can here blaft our laurels,
No paffion our pleafures can ever annoy :
Come, fee, &ec.

To aid one another we always are ready,

. Our rites and our fecrets we carefully guard ;

The lodge to fupport, we like pillars are {teady,
No Babel confufion our work fhall retard.

" ' "Ye mortals come hither, affemble together,

And tafte of thofe pleafures which never can cloy.
Come, fee, &c.

We are to the Mafter for ever obedient, )
Whenever he-calls, to the Lodge we repair ;

. Experience has taught us, that "tis moft expedient

To live within compafs, and a& on the fquare.
Let mutual agreement be Freemafons’ cement,
¢ Until the whole univerfe Time fhall deflroy.
Come, fee, &c.

S ONG VIIL
- [Tune, When Pheebus the tops, &c.]
WHILE princes and heroes promifcuoufly fight,

: . And for the world’s empire exe.t all their might,

‘We fit in the Lodges from danger fecure,
No hardfhips we meet with, no pains we endure ;
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But each brother cheerfully joins in a fong ;
Our rites we renew,
Our pleafures purfue ;
Thus we waft time along.
To reftlefs ambition we never give way, ‘
Our friends and our fecrets we never betray ;
Henceforth, O ye Heroes, your ravages ceafe,
And the laurels ye wear, to Freemafons releafe :
Tho’ ye won them by warfare, we claim them by peace.
hey are ours, ours, ours, ours, ours ;
Tho’ ye won them by warfare, we claim them by peace.

SONG IX.
[Tune, Hearts of Oak.]
No feét in the world can with Mafons compare, _ﬂ[\
So ancient, fo noble the badge which they wear, )
That all other Orders, however efleem’d, LI
Inferior to Mafonry juitly are deem’d,
CHORUS.

We always are free,

And for ever agree ;

Supporting each other,

Brother helps brother,

No mortals on earth are (o friendly as we.

When firlt attic fire mortals glory became,
Though {mall was the fpark, it {oon grew to a flame 3
As Pheebus celeftial tranfcendently bright,
Tt fpread o’er the world a frefh torrent of light.

We always, &c. :
The greateft of monarchs, the wifeft of men,
Freemafonry honour’d again and again ;
And nobles have quitted all other gelights,.
With joy to prefide o’er our myftical rites.

We always, &c.
Tho’ fome may pretend we’ve no fecrets to know,
Such idle opinions their ignorance fhow ;
While others, with raptures, cry out, they're reveal’d,

_ In Freemafons’ bofoms they ftill lie conceal’d.

We always, &c.
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Coxcomical pedants may fay what they can,

Abufe us, ill ufe us, and laugh at our plan ;

‘We'll temper our mortar, enliven our i};uls,

And join in a chorus o’er full-flowing bowls.
We always, &c. '

SONG X
By Brother STEPHEN JoNES.
[Tune, Hearts of Oak.]

* A SysTEM more pure ne'er was modell’d by man,

Than that which we boaft as the Freemafon’s plan ;
* Tt unites all the world by the ftrongeft of ties,
And adds to men’s blifs, while it makes them more wife.
From the prince to the boor,
Be herich, be he poor,

A Mason is a BRoTHER,
\ And each will help the other,

So grateful the tie is of FREEMASONRY.

That hence flow the pureft enjoyments of life,

That banifh’d from hence are diffenfion and ftrife,

That the leffons are good which we pra&ife and teach,

Atre truths that our foes vainly ftrive to impeach.
From the prince, &c.

" The greateft of monarchs, the wifeft, and betft,

Have Mafous become, and been true to the teft ;

And ftill with that SancTioN our rights are purfu’d,

Admir’d by the wife, and approv’d by the good.
From the prince, &c.

Yet let not the ¢ Man of our hearts’ be unfung, -

Nor forget the effeéts of his well-pleading tongue * 5

May the prayers of our orphans to Heaven afcend,

And fecure its beft bleflings for Moiza their friend |
From the prince, &c. ’

* Alludiog toa collegion of upwards of 500l. being made for the Com-

berland School, after a fpeech of the Earl of Moira's in its bekalf ata
public dinner.
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The tafk were too tedious the deeds to record

Of the great and the good, that our annals afford ;

Ina word, let us utter this truth to mankind,

There’s no temple more pure than the true Mafon’s mind.
From the prince, &c.

SONG XI
[Tune, Goddefs of Eafe.]

‘Gen1vs of Mafonry defcend,

And with thee bring thy fpotlefs train ;

" Conftant our facred rites attend,

While we adore thy peaceful reign;
Bring with thee Virtue, brighteft maid,

Bring Love, bring "I'ruth, and Friendfhip here ;
While {ocial Mirth fhall lend her aid,

To footh the wrinkled brow of Care.
Come, Charity, with goodnefs crown’d,

Encircled in thy heavenly robe,
Diffufe thy bleffings all arouid,

To ewery corner of the globe ;
See where the comes, with power to blefs,

With open hand, and tender heart,
Which wounded feels at man’s diftrefs,

And bleeds at every human fmart.
Envy may every ill devife,

And Falfehood be thy deadlieft foe,
Thou, Friendfhip, fill thalt towering rife,

And fink thine adverfaries low :
Thy well-built pile fhall long endure,

Through rolling years preferve its prime,
Ubpon a rock it ftands fecure,

And braves the rude affaults of Time.
Ye happy few, who here extend,

In perfe& lines, from eaft to weft,
With fervent zeal the Lodge defend,

And lock its fecrets in each breaft &
Since ye are met upon the fquare,

Bid Love and Friendfhip jointly reign,
Be Peace and Harmony your care,

Nor break the adamantine chain.
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* _-Behold the planets how they move,
Yet keep due orderas they run ;
Then imitate the Stars above,
And fhine refplendent as the Sun:
That future MaFons, when they meet,
May all our glorious deeds rehearfe,
And fay, their %athers were {o great,
That they adorn’d the univerfe.

S ONG XIIL

[Tune, Arno’s Vale.]
WueN my divine Althza's charms
No more fhall kindle foft alarms,
And the keen lightning of her eye
Paffes unfelt, unheeded by ;
‘When moral Beauty’s heaveuly form
Shall ceafe the frozen foul to warm ;
‘When manners thus corrupt we fee,
Farewell the fweets of MasonrY !
When Science fhall withdraw her light,
Apd Error fpread a Gothic night ;
When Pity’s facred fource is dry,
No pearly drop to melt the eye ;
When Truth fhall hide her bluthing head,
And famifh’d Virtue beg her bread ;
When manners thus corrupt we fee,
Farewell the {fweets of Masonry !

But while the fair tranfport our fight,
And moral Beauty’s charms delight ;
While Science lifts her torch on high,
And Pity thaws the melting eye ; )
While T'ruth maintains defpotic power,
And Virtue charms without 2 dower ;
‘While manners thus unftain’d we {ee,
All hail, the {weets of MasoNrY !

SO NG XIIIL

O, on, my dear brethren, purfue your great leGture,

Refine on the precepts of old architeéture ;
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High honour to Mafons the Craft daily brings,
Who are brothers of princes, and fellows of kings.

We drove the rude Vandals and Goths off the ftage,
Reviving the Art of Auguftus’ fam’d age ;

And Vefpafian deftroy’d the vaft temple in vain,
Since fo many now rife where our principles reign.

The noble five Orders, compos’d with fuch art,

Will amaze the fix'd eye, and engage the whole heart ;
Proportion’s fweet harmony gracing the whole,

Gives our work, like the glorious creation, a foul.

Then, Mafter, and brethren, preferve your great name,
The Lodge fo majeftic will purchafe you fame ;
Rever’d it fhall ftand till all nature expire,

. And its glories ne’er fade till the world be on fire.

See, fee, behold here, what rewards all our toil,

* Invigorates genius, and bids nature fmile;

To our noble Grand Mafter let bumpers be crown’d,
To all Mafons a bumper, fo let it go round.

Again, my lov'd brethren, again let it pals,
Our ancient firm union cements with the glafs ;
And all the contention >mongft Mafons fhall be,
Who better can work, or who better agree.

—

SONG XIV.

Hai, Mafonry, thou craft divine !
Glory of earth, from Heaven reveal'd ;
Which doth with jewels precious thine,
From all but Mafons’ eyes conceal’d :
Thy praifes due, who can rehearfe,
In nerveus profe, or flowing verfe ?

All Craftfmen true diftinguifh’d are,
Our code all other laws excel ;
And what’s in knowledge choice and rare,
" Within our breafts fecurely dwell.
The filent breaft, the faithful heart,
Preferve the fecrets of the Art.
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From fcorching heat and piercing cold,
From beafts, whofe roar the foreft rends ;
From the affaults of warriors bold,
The Mafon’s Art mankind defends.
Be to this Art due honour paid,
From which mankind receives fuch aid.

Enﬁgns‘ of ftate that feed our pride,
Ditin&ions troublefome angrvlain,
By Mafons true are laid afide,
Arf's free-born fons fuch toys difdain ;
Ennobled by the name they bear,
Diftinguith'd by the badge they wear.

Sweet fellowthip, from envy free,
Friendly converfe of brotherhood 3
The Lodge’s lafting cement be,
Which has for ages firmly ftood.
The Lodge tﬁus built, for ?fes patt
Has lafted, and fhall ever laft. i

Then let us celebrate the praife
Of all who have enrich’d the Art;
Let gratitude our voices raife, .
And each true brother bear a part.
Let cheerful ftrains their fame refound,
And living Mafons' health go round.

'

SONG XV.
[ZTune, Iu Infancy, &c.]

Ler Mafonry from pole to pole,
Her facred laws expand,

Far as the mighty waters roll,
To wath remoteft land :

That Virtue has not left mankind,
Her focial maxims prove,

For ftamp’d upon the Mafon’s mind
Avre Unity and Love,
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Afcending to her mative fky,
Let Mafonry increafe ;

A glorious pillar rais’d on high,

- Integrity its bafe.

Peace adds to olive boughs, entwin'd,
An emblematic dove,

As ftamp’d upon the Mafon’s mind
Are Unity and Love.

——

SONG XVIL

[Tune, In Infancy.]

Haivr, Malonry ! thou facred Art,
Of origin divine !
Kind partner of each focial heart,
And fav'rite of the Nine !
By thee we’re taught, our a&s to fquare,
To meafure life’s fhort {pan 3
And each infirmity to bear
That’s incident to man.
Cho. By thee, &c.

Though Envy’s tongue fhould blaft thy fame,
And Ignorance may fneer,
Yet ftill thy ancient honour’d name
Is to each brother dear :
Then ttiike the blow, to charge prepare,
In this we all agree,
¢« May Freedom be each Mafon’s care,
s }{nd eve';y Mafon free.”
h

Cho. en ftrike the blow, &c.

SONG XVIL
Wixen Heaven defign’d that man fhould know
All that was good and great below ;
This was the %appy, choice decree,
The bleflings of Fr.emalonry.

Hence Peace and Friendfhip deign to {mile,
Inftru&tive rules the hours beguile

In focial joy and harmon

Arre fpent the hours of N(afonry,
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To Beauty’s fhrine they homage pay,
Its power they know, and own its {way ;
And this their toaft will always be,
Succefs to Love and Mafonry.
Of modern learning, ancient lore,
Mafons poffefs an ample ftore ; -
At fa&ion fpurn, but loyalty .t
Congenial is with Mafonry. cE
When tafte and genius both combine,
To fhape the ftone, or draw the line
In fair proportion juft and free,
All own the power of Mafonry.
Whate'er in fculptur’d fkill we prize,
Or domes are rear’d, or ftru&ures rife ;
Such wonders ne’er mankind could fee,
But from the help of Mafonry.
An edifice we’re proud to own,
Of wood not made, nor yet of ftone;
Whofe angles, {quares, and fymmetry,
Are emblems of Freemafonry.
It’s founded on a brother’s love,
Relief and Truth its pillars prove ;
1Its corner-ftone is Charity ;
- 'The building’s then Freemafonry.
By Nature rear’d, improv'd by art,
The manfion view, a ﬁlafon’s heart,
‘Which ne’er was equall’d, all agree, s
‘When modell'd by Freemafonry. -

S O N G XVIIIL
[Tune, Mulberry Tree.]
Y& fons of fair Science, impatient to learn,
What’s meant by a Mafon you here may difcern ;
He ftrengthens the weak, he gives light to the blind,
And the naked he clothes—is a friend to mankind.
All fhall yield to Mafonry ;
Bend to thee,
Bleft Mafonry ;
Matchlefs was he who founded thee,
And thou, like him, immortal fhalt be.
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He walks on the level of Honour and Truth,
And fpurns the wild paffions of Follvand Youth ;
The Compafs and Square all his frailties reprove,
And his ultimate obje& is Brotherly Love.

The Temple of Knowledge he nobly doth raife,
Supported by Wifdom, and Learniug its bafe ;
When rear’d and adorn’d, ftrength and beauty unite,
And he views the fair ftru€ture with confcious delight.

With Fortitude blefs’d, he’sa ftranger to fears,
And govern’d by Prudence, he cautionfly fteers ;
Till Temperance thews him the port of Content,
And Juftice unafk’d, gives the fign of confent.
Infpir’d by his feelings, he bounty imparts,

For Charity ranges at large in our hearts ;

And an indigent brother reliev’d from his woes,
Feelsa plea(gure inferior to him who beftows.

Thus a Mafon I’ve drawn, and expos’d to your view,
And Truth muft acknowledge the figure is true ;
Then members become, lets be brothers and friends,
There’s a SEcRET remaining will make you amends.

429

S ONG XIX.
[Tune, God fave the King.]

HairL, Masoxry divioe!
Glory of ages fhine,

Long may’ft thou reign !
Where’er thy Lodges ftand,
May they have great command,
Anud always grace the land,

Thou Art divine ! . )
Great fabrics ftill arife,

And grace the azure, fkies,

Great are thy fchemes !

Thy noble Orders are
Matchlefs beyond compare :
No Art with thee can fhare,

Thou Art divine !
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Hiram, the archite&,
1 Did all the Craft dire&
How they fhould build ;
Sol’mon, great Ifr'el’s king, . . .
- Did mighty bleflings bring, }Cbm.r three times.
And left us ground to fing,
Hail, royal Art! .

, SONG XX
Y - [By-Brother NoorT#ouck.]
“  Lar drunkards boaft the powér of wine,
And reel from fide to fide;
_Let lovers kneel at Beauty’s fhrine,
The fport of female pride :
Be ours the more exalted part,

To celebrate the Mafons’ Art,
And fpread its praifes wide.

To dens and thickets dark and rude . =
- For fhelter beafts repair ; .
‘With fticks and ftraws the feather’d brood
‘Sufpend their nefts in air;
And man untaught, as wild as thefe,
Binds up fad huts with bows of trees,
And feeds on wretched fare.
. But fcience dawning in his mind, -
The quarry he explores ; S
Induftry and the Arts combin’d.
Improv’d all Nature’s ftares :
Thus walls were built; and honfes rear’d,
No ftorms or tempeft now are fear’d.
Within his well-framed doors..

When ﬁatelly palaces arife,
When columns grace the hall,

When towers and fpires falute the ihies,
We owe to Mafons all :

Nor buildings only do they give,

But teach men how within to live,
And yield to Reafgn’s call.
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