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PREFACE.

* Ta favourable reception this Treatise has met
with in the several Editions through which it has

passed, encourages the Author to holpe that its
: e will not render

a nce on a more enlarged scal

itp {ess deserving the counlg:ance of his Brethren.
He would be wanting in gratitude to his friends,
not to acknowledge his obligations to several gentle-
men for many curious extracts, and the perusal of
some valuable manuscripts, which have enabled
him to illustrate his subject with greater accuracy
and precision. )

This Tract is divided into Four Books. — In
the First Book, the excellency of Masonry is dis-
played.—In the Second Book, the general plan .
of the subjects treated in the three Degrees is
illustrated, with occasional remarks; and a brief
description is given of the ancient Ceremonies of
the order. This part of the Treatise, which the
Author considers most essential for the instruction
and improvement of his Brethren, is considerabl
extended in the later Editions. The Third Boo.
contains the copy of a curious old Manuscript on
Masonry, with annotations, the better to explain
this authentic document of antiquity. The Fourth
Book is restricted to the history of Masonry from
its first appearance in England, to the year 1812,*
in which are introduced the most remarkable oc-

The date of the Twelfth Edition.~EDIT,
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currences of the Society both at home and abroad,
with some account of the principal Patrons and
Protectors of the Fraternity at different periods.
The progress of Masonry on the continent, as well
as in India and America, is also traced, while the
l;)roceedings of the Brethren of Scotland particu-
arly claim attention. Throughout the whole are
interspersed several explanatory notes, containing
some useful information; and a few general re-
marks are introduced on some of the late publica-
tions against the Society of Freemasons. '

At the end of the volume is given a collection of
Anthems and Songs; which, being occasionally
introduced in our assemblies, may tend greatly to
enliven the proceedings. ’

The success of this Treatise has far exceeded its
merit ; the Author, therefore, shall only observe,
that should his additions or corrections be con-
sidered real improvements, he will be amply gra-
tified for any pains he may have taken.

Dean Street, Fetter Lane,
Feb. 1812.



" INTRODUCTION.

WHOEVER attentively considers the nature and
tendency of the Masonic Institution, must readily per-
ceive its general utility. From an anxious desire to
display its value, I have been induced to offer the fol-
lowing sheets to the Public. Many reasons might
have withheld me from the attempt ; my inexperience
as a writer, my attention to the duties of a laborious
profession, and the many abler hands who have treated
the subject before me : yet, under all these disadvan-
tages, the persuasion of friends, added to a warm zeal
in the cause, have stimulated me to risk my reputa-
tion on the fate of my performance.

When I first had the honour to be elected Master
of the Lodge, I thought it proper to inform myself
fully of the general rules of the Society, that I might
be better enabled to execute my own duty, and offi-
cially enforce obedience in others. The methods which
I adopted with this view, excited in some of super-
ficial knowledge an absolute dislike of what they con-
sidered as innovations ; and in others, who were better
informed, a jealousy of pre-eminence which the prin-
ciples of Masonry ought to have checked. Notwith.
standing these discouragements, however, I perse-
vered in my intention of supporting the dignity of the
Society, and of discharging with fidelity the duties of
my oftice.

{As candour and integrity, uninfluenced by interest
or favour, will ever support a good cause, some of my
opponents (pardon the expression) soon began to dis-
cover their error, and cheerfully concurred in the
execution of: my measures; while dthers of less
liberality tacitly approved, what their former de-
clared opinions forbad them publicly to adopt.

This success, which exceeded my most sanguine
wishes, encouraged me to examine with more attention'
the contents of our Lectures, The rude and imperfect’
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state in which I found them, the variety of modes esta-
blished at our meetings, and the difficulties I had to
encounter in my researches, rather discouraged my first
attempt : persevering, however, in the design, I conti-
nued the pursuit ; and with the assistance of a few Bre-
thren, who had carefully preserved what ignorance and
degeneracy had rejected as unintelligible and absurd, I
diﬁ;ent]y sought for, and at length happily acquired,
some of the ancient and venerable landmarks of the
Order.

Fortunate in the acquisition of friends,.and fully
determined to pursu:‘ﬂ:e design of effecting a general
reformation, we persevered in an attempt to correct
the irregularities which had crept into our assemblies,
and exemplify at all our meetings the beauty and
uti]itry of the Masonic system.

We commenced our plan by enforcing the value of
the ancient chargesand regulations of the Order, which
inattention had suffered to sink into oblivion, and esta-
blished those charges as the basis of our work. Toim-
print on the memory a faithful discharge of our duty,
we reduced the more material parts of the system into
practice ; and, in order to encourage others to promote
theplan, we made a general ruleof reading one or more
of these charges at every regular meeting, and elucid-
ating such passages as seemed obscure. The useful
hints which were afforded by these means enabled us
gradually to improve theplan, till we at last succeeded
in bringing into a connected form all the Sections which
now compose the three Lectures of Masonry.

The progress daily made by our system pointed out
the propriety of obtaining the sanction of our Patrons;
several Brethren, of acknowledged.honour and inte-
grity, therefore, united in an application tothe most re-
spectable Members of the Society for countenance and
support. They happily succeeded totheutmost of their
wishes, and since that time the plan has been universally
admitted as the basis of our Moral Lectures. To that
circumstance the present publication owes its success.
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ILLUSTRATIONS

OF

MASONRY.

BOOK 1I.

THE EXCELLENCY OF MASONRY DISPLAYED.

SECTION 1.

Reflections on the Symmetry and Proportion in the
Works of Nature, and on the Harmony and Affec-
tion among the various Species of Bemngs.

WHOEVER attentively observes the objects which
surround him will find abundant reason to admire
the works of Nature, and to adore the Being who
directs such astonishing operations: he will be
convinced, that infinite Wisdom eould alone de-
sign, and infinite Power complete, such amagzing
works.

‘Were a man placed in a beautiful garden, would
not his mind be affected with exquisite delight on
a calm survey of its rich collections? Would not
the groves, the grottoes, the artful wilds, the flowery
parterres, the opening vistas, the lofty cascades,
the winding streams, the whole variegated scene,

B



2 ILLUSTRATIONS

awaken his sensibility, and inspire his soul with
the most exalted ideas? When he observed the
delicate order, the nice symmetry, and beautiful
disposition of every part, seemingly complete in
itself, yet reflecting new beauties on the other, and
all contributing to make one perfect whole, would
not his mind be agitated with the most agreeable
sensations ; and would not the view of the delightful
scene naturally lead him to adwire and venerate
the happy gemus who contrived it ?

If the productions of Art so forcibly impress the
mind with admiration, with how much greater
astonishment and reverence must we behold the
operations of Nature, which presents to view un-
bounded scenes of utility and delight, in which
Divine Wisdom is most strikingly conspicuous?
These scenes, are, indeed, too expanded for the
narrow capacity of man to comprehend; yet who-
ever contemplates the general system must natu-
rally, from tEe uniformity of the plan, be directed
to the original source, the Supreme Governor of
the world, the one perfect and unsullied beauty ! .

Beside all the pleasing prospects that every
where surround us, and with which our senses are
every moment gratified ; beside the symmetry, good
order, and proportion, which appear in all the
works of creation, something farther attracts the
reflecting mind, and draws its attention nearer to
the Divinity ;—that is, the universal harmony and
affection among the different species of beings of
every rank and denomination. These are the ce-
ments of the rational world, and by these alone it
subsists. When they cease, Nature must be dis-
solved, and man, the image of his Maker, and the
chief of his works, be overwhelmed in the general
chaos.

In the whole order of beings, from the seraph
which adores and burns, down to the meanest
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insect, all, according to their rank in the scale of
existence, have, more or less, implanted in them
the principle of association with others of the same
species. Even the most inconsiderable animals are
formed into different ranks and societies, for mutual
benefit and protection. Need we name the careful °
ant, or the industrious bee ; insects which the Wisest
of all Mankind has recommended as patterns of un-
wearied industry and prudent foresight? When
we extend our ideas, we shall find that the innate
principle of friendship increases in Froportion to
the extension of our intellectual faculties; and the
only criterion by which a judgment can be formed,
respecting the superiority of one part of the animal
creation above the other, is, by observing the de-
grees of kindness and good-nature in which it
excels.

Such are the general principles which pervade
the whole system of creation ; how forcibly, then,
must such lessons predominate in our assemblies,
where civilization and virtue are most zealously
cherished, under the sanction of science and the
arts?

SECT. IIL
The Advantages resulting from Friendship.

No subject can more properly engage the atten-
tion than the benevolent dispositions which indul-
%m Nature has bestowed upon the rational species.
These are replete with the happiest effects, and
~ afford to the mind the mest agreeable reflections.
The breast which is inspired with tender feelings
is naturally prompted to a reciprocal intercourse of
kind and generous actions. As human nature rises
in the scale of beings, the social affections likewise
arise. Where frienﬁibip is unknown, jealousy and

B 2
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suspicion prevail; but where that virtue is the
cement, true happiness subsists. In every breast
there is a proigensity to friendly acts, which, being
exerted to effect, sweetens every temporal enjoy-
ment ; and although it does not remove the dis-
g}lilgft.udes, it tends at least to allay the calamities,

ife. .

Friendship is traced through the circle of private
connexions to the grand system of universal bene-
volence; which no limits can circumscribe, as its
influence extends to every branch of the human
race. Actuated by this sentiment, each individual
connects his happiness with the happiness of his
neighbour, and a fixed and permanent union is
established among men.

But, though friendship, considered as the source
of universal benevolence, be unlimited, it exerts its
influence more or less powerfully, as the objects it
favours are nearer or more remote. Hence the
love of friends and of country takes the lead in outr
affections, and gives rise to that true patriotism,
which fires the soul with the most generous flame,
creates the best and most disinterested virtue, and .
inspires that public spirit, and that heroic ardour,
which enable us to support a good cause, and risk
our lives in its defence.

This commendable virtue crowns the lover of his
country with unfading laurels, gives a lustre to his
actions, and consecrates his name to latest ages.
The warrior’s glory may consist in murder, and
the rude ravage of the desolating sword ; but the
blood of thousands will not stain the hands of his
country’s friend. His virtues are open, and of the
noblest kind. Conscious integrity supports him
against the arm of power; and should Ee bleed by
tyrant-hands, he gloriously dies a martyr in the
cause of liberty, and leaves to posterity an ever-
lasting monument of the greatness of his soul. -
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Though friendship appears divine when em-
ployed in preserving the liberties of our country, it
shines with equal splendour in more tranquil scenes.
Before it rises into the noble flame of patriotism,
aiming destruction at the heads of tyrants, thun-
dering for liberty, and courting danger in defence
of rights; we behold it calm and moderate, burn.
ing with an even glow, improving the soft hours of
peace, and heightening the relish for virtue. In
those happy moments, contracts are formed, socie-
ties are instituted, and the vacant hours of life are
employed in the cultivation of social and polished
manners. :

On this general plan the universality of the sys-
tem of Masonry is established. Were friendship
confined to the spot of our nativity, its operation
would be partial, and imply a kind of enmity ta
other nations. Where the interests of one country
interfere with those of another, Nature dictates an
adherence to the welfare of our own immediate
eonnexions; but, such interference apart, the true
Mason is a citizen of the world, and his philan-
thropy extends. to all the human race. Ubinflu.
enced by local prejudices, he knows no preference
in virtue but according to its degree, from whatever
country or clime it may spring.

SECT,. IIT.
Qrigin of Masonry, and its general Advantages.
Froum the commencement of the world, we may
trace the foundation of Masonry.* Ever since sym-

metry began, and harmony displayed her charms,

* The arguments for this high antiquity may be seen at length
in my ¢ Antiquities of Masonry,” pp. 28—32. EpiToR.
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our Order has had a being. During many ages,
and in many different countries, it has flourished.
No art, no science, preceded it. In the dark pe-
riods of antiquity, when literature was in a low
state, and the rude manners of our forefathers
withheld from them that knowledge we now so
amply share, Masonry diffused its influence. This
science unveiled, arts arose, civilization took place,
and the progress of knowledge and philosophy
radually dispelled the gloom of ignorance and
barism. (:E:gvernment being settled, authority
was given to laws, and the assemblies of the Fra-
ternity acquired the patronage of the great and the
good; while the tenets of the profession diffused
unbounded philanthropy. :
Abstracted from the pure pleasures which arise
from friendship so wisely constituted as that which
subsists among Masons, and which it is scarcely
possible that any circumstance or occurrence can
erase, Masonry is a science confined to no particu-
lar country, but extends over the whole terrestrial
globe.* Wherever arts flourish, there it flourishes
too. Add to this, that by secret and inviolable
signs, carefully preserved among the Fraternity,
it becomes an universal language. Hence many
advantages are gained: the distant Chinese, the
wild Arab, and the American savage, will embrace
a brother Briton, and know, that beside the com-
mon ties of humanity, there is still a stronger obli-

* The following arrangement of the human race into classes
marked by the peculiarity of their religious profession, taking the
population of the world at 8443 millions of souls, is thought to
approximate very nearly to the truth.

Christians, 240 millions l Jews,.... 8 millions
Mahometans, 120 millions Fetichees, 124 millions
Brahminists, 115 millions Buddhists, 170 millions
Lamaites,. .. . 58 millions Nanknpists, 4 millions
Confucians,.. 5 millions Zoroastrians, § million.
Ebi7or,
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gation to induce him to kind and friendly offices.
The spirit of the fulminating Friest will be tamed,
and a moral brother, though of a different persua-
sion, engage his esteem: for mutual toleration in
religious opinions is one of the most distiuguishin
and valuable characteristics of the Craft. As all
religions teach morality, if a brother be found to
act the part of a truly honest man, his private
speculative opinions are left to God and himself.
Thus, through the influence of Masonry, which is
reconcilable to the best policy, all those disputes
which embitter life, and sour the tempers of men,
are avoided; while the common good, the general
object, is zealously pursued.

From this view of our system, its utility must
be sufficiently obvious. The universal principles
of the art unite, in one indissoluble bond of agec-
tion, men of the most opposite tenets, of the most
distant countries, and OF the most contradictory
opinions ; so that in every nation a Mason may find
a friend, and in every climate a home.*

* On this principle, unfortunate captives in war, and sojourneis,
accidentally cast on a distant shore, are particular ohjects of atten-
tion, and seldom fail to experience indulgence from Masons ; and it
is very remarkable that there is not an instance on record of a breach
of fidelity, or of ingratitude, where that indulgence bas been libe-
rally extended. The two following facts are extracted from Lawrie’s
‘History of Freemasonry in Scotland. TIn the yeur 1748, Mons, Pre-
verox, & gentleman in the navy, and brother of the celebrated
M, Preverot, M.D., in the faculty of Paris, was unfortunately ship-
wrecked on an island, whose viceroy was a Freemuson, Along
with his ship M. Preverot had lost all his money and effects. In
this destitute condition he presented himself to the viceroy, and re-
lated his misfortune in a manner which completely proved that he
‘was no imgostor. The viceroy made the masonic signs, which
‘being iostantly returned by the Frenchman, they recognized and
embraced each other as brethren of the same order. M. Preverot
was conducted to the viceroy’s house, who furnished him with all
the comforts of life, till a ship bound for France touched at the
island. Before his departure in this vessel, the viceroy loaded him
with presents, and gave him as much mouney as was necessary for
carrying him into his native country. The next instance is still
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Such is the nature of our institution, that in the
lodge, which is confined to no particular
union is cemented by sincere attachment, and
sure reciprocally communicated in the cheerful
observance of every obliging office. Virtue, the

object in view, luminous as the meridian
sun, shines refulgent on the mind, enlivens the
heart, and heightens cool approbation into warm
sympathy and cordial attention.

SECT. IV.
Masonry considered under two Denominations.

MasoNrYy passes under two denominations,—
operative and speculative. By the former, we

lude to a proper application of the useful rules
of architecture, whence a structure derives figure,
strength, and beauty; and whence result a due
Eroportion and a just correspondence in all its parts.

y the latter, we learn to rule and direct the pas-
sions, act upon the square, keep a tongue of good
report, maintain secrecy, practise charity, and every
ot.ﬁ:r virtue that can adorn the Man.

Speculative Masonry is so far interwoven with
religion, as to lay us under the strongest obligations
to pay that rational homage to the Deity, which at
- once constitutes our duty and our bappiness. It

more striking. In the battle of Dettingen, in- 1743, one of the
king’s guards baving his horse killed under him, was so entangled
among the animal’s limbs, that he was unable to extricate himself.
While he was in this situation, an English dragoon galloped up to
him, and, with his uplifted sabre, was about to deprive him of life.
The French soldier having, with much difficulty, made the signs of
Masonry, the dragoon recognized him as a brother, and not only
spared bis life, but freed him from bis dangerous sitnation. He was
made a prisoner by the English dragoon, who was well aware that
the ties of masonry cannot dissolve those of patriotism.—EBb1TOR.
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leads the contemplative to view with reverence and
admiration the glorious works of creation, and in-
spires them with the most exalted ideas of the per-
fections of the divine Creator. Operative Masonry
furnishes us with dwellings, and convenient shelter
from the’ inclemencies of seasons; and whilst it
displays the effects of human wisdom, as well in
the choice as in the arrangement of the materials
of which an edifice is com , it demonstrates,
that a fund of science and industry is implanted
in man, for the best, most salutary, and beneficent.
urposes.
P "he lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance,
and the devastations of war, have laid waste and
destroyed many valuable monuments of antiquity,
on which the utmost éxertions of human genius
have been employed. Even the temple of Soro-
MON, so spacious and magnificent, and constructed
by so many celebrated artists, escaped not the un-
sparing ravages of barbarous force.* Free-masonry,
notwithstanding, has still survived. The attentive

* This once famous temple is ne more. Its destruction by the
Romans, as predicted by Jesus Christ, was fulfilled in the most
minute particulars; and, on the same authority, we are quite cer-
tain that it will never be rebuilt. It may not, however, be unin-
teresting to notice briefly the account which travellers give of the
site of this celebrated Masonic pile. ¢ Near St. Stephen’s gate,”’
" says M. Maundrell, “stands an indifferent Turkish house, said to
have been the spot whereon stood the palace of Pilate. From the
terrace of this house you have a fair prospect of all the place where~
on the temple stood—indeed the only good prospect that is allowed
you of it ; for there is no going between the borders of it without
forfeiting your life, or, what is worse, your religion. A fitter place
for an august building could not be found in the world than in this
area., It lies on the top of Mount Moriah, over against Mount
Olivet, One may still discover marks of the great labour that it
cost to cut away the bard rock, and to level such a space upon so
strong & mountain. 1In the middle of the area stands at presenta
1oosque, of an octagonal figure, supposed to be built upon the same
ground whereon anciently stood the Sanctum Sanctorum. It is
neither eminent for its largeness nor its structure, and yet it makes
a stately figure, by the sole advantage of its situation. Epiros.
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ear receives the sound from the instructive tongue,
and the sacred mysteries are safely lodged in the
repositorty of faithful breasts. Tools and imple-
ments of architecture (symbols the most expres-
sive !) are selected by the Fraternity, to imprint
on the memory serious and solemn truths; and thus
the excellent tenets of the institution are transmitted,
unimpaired, under circumstances grecarious, ad
even adverse, through a succession of ages. :

SECT. V.
The Government of the Fraternity.

THE mode of government observed by the Fra.
ternity will give the best idea of the nature and
design of the Masonic institution.

Three classes are established among Masons,
under different appellations. The privileges of
each class are distinct ; and particular means are
adopted to preserve those é)rivi eges to the just and
meritorious. Honour and probity are recommen-
dations to the First Class ; in which the practice of
virtue is enforced, and the duties of morality are
inculcated ; while the mind is prepared for a
regular Erogress in the principles of knowledge and
philosophy.—Diligence, assiduity, and application,
are qualifications for the second class ; in which is
given an accurate elucidation of science, both in
theory and practice. Here human reason is culti-
vated, by a due exertion of the intellectual powers
and faculties; nice and difficult theories are ex-
plained ; new discoveries are produced, and those
already known beautifully embellished. — The
Third Class is restricted to a selected few, whom
truth and fidelity have distinguished, whom years
and experience have improveg, and whom merit
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dnd abilities have entitled to preferment. With
them the ancient land-marks of the Order are pre-
served ; and from them we learn the necessary
instructive lessons which dignify the art, and
qualify the professors to illustrate its excellence
and utility.

Such is the established plan of the Masonic sys- .
tem. By this judicious arrangement, true friend-
ship is cultivated among different ranks of men,
hospitality promoted, industry rewarded, and in-
genuity encouraged.

SECT. VL

Reasons why the Secrets of Masonry ought not to be
publicly exposed ; and the Importance of those
Secrets demonstrated. )

Ir the secrets of Masonry are replete with such
advantage to mankind, it may be asked, Why are
they not divulged for the general good? 'To this
it may be answered — Were the privislj§es of
‘Masonry to be indiscriminately dispensed,- the
‘purposes of the institution would not only be sub-
verted, but our secrets, being familiar, like other
important matters, would lose their value, and sink
into disregard. :

It is a weakness in human nature, that men are
generally more charmed with novelty than with the
mtrinsic value of things. Innumerable testimonies
might be adduced to confirm this truth. Do we
not find that the most wonderful operations of the
Divine Artificer, however beautiful, magnificent,
and useful, are overlooked, because common and
familiar 7 T'he sun rises and sets, the sea ebbs
and flows, rivers glide along their channels, trees
-and plants vegetate, men and beasts act; yet these,
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being tuall n to view, ‘unnoticed.
Thegmgth;tonis{i:g;roducﬁons of Nature, on the
same account, escape observation, and excite no
emotion, either in admiration of the great Cause,
ar of gratitude for the blessing conferred. Even
Virtue herself is not exempted from this unhapp
bias in the human frame. Novelty influences all
our actions and determinations. hat is new, or
difficult in the acquisition, however trifling or in-
significant, readily captivates the imagination, and
ensures a temporary admiration; while what is
familiar, or easily attained, however noble or emi-
nent, is sure to be disregarded by the giddy and
the unthinking.

Did the essence of Masonry consist in the know-
ledge of particular secrets, or peculiar forms, it
might, indeed, be alleged that our pursuits were
triﬁing and superficial. But this is not the case;
they are only the keys to our treasure, and, having
their use, are.preserved ; while, from the recollec-
tion of the lessons which they inculcate, the well-
informed Mason derives instruction : he draws
them to a near inspection, views them through a
proper medium, adverts to the circumstances which
gave them rise, and dwells upon the tenets they
convey. Finding them replete with useful informa-
tion, he prizes them as sacred ; and, being convinced
of their propriety, estimates their value by their
utility.

MZny are deluded by the vague supposition that
our mysteries are merely nominal ; that the prac-
tices established amongst us are frivolous ; and that
our ceremonies may be adopted or waived at plea-
sure. On this false basis we find too many of the
Brethren hurrying through all the degrees of the
Order, without adverting to the propriety of one
step they pursue, or possessing a single qualification
to entitle them to advancement. Passing through
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the usual formalities, they consider themselves
authorised to rank as masters of the art, solicit and
accept offices, and even assume the government of
the lodge, equally unacquainted with the rules of
the institution that they pretend to support, and the
nature of the trust which they are bound to per-
form. The consequence is obvious ; anarchy and
confusion ensue, and the substance is lost in the
shadow.—Hence men who are eminent for ability,
rank, and fortune, frequently view the honours of
Masonry with indifference ; and, when their pa-
tronage is solicited, either accept offices: with
reluctance, or reject them with disdain.*

Masonry has long laboured under these disad-
vantages, and every zealous friend to the Order
must earnestly wish for a correction of the abuse.
Of late years, it must be acknowledged, our as-
semblies have been in general better regulated ; of
which the good effects are sufficiently displayed in
the judicious selection of our members, and the
more proper observance of our general regu-
lations.

Were the Brethren who preside at our meetings
to be properly instructed previous to their appoint.
ment, and d’l'.nly apprised of the importance of
the offices they are chosen to support, a general re-
formation would speedily take pface. This conduct
would establish the propriety of our government,
and lead men to acknowledge that our honours
were not undeservedly conferred; the ancient con-

* The above remarks are worthy of the serious consideration of
every person who is ambitious to hold an office in Masonry. Ihave
had much experience in the management of country lodges, and am
convinced, that the want of success, which is so often and so justly
oomplained of, and frequently ends in the actual dissolution of the
establishment, is to be attributed, in nine instances out of tep, to a
deficiency in point of judgment, as well as talent, in the presiding
officer. Vide Signs and Symbols, by the Editor, sec. 11, on the
government of a lodge. EpIToR.



14 ILLUSTRATIONS

sequence of the Order would be restored, and the
reputation of the Society preserved. 'Till genuine
merit shall distinguish our claim to the honours of
Masonry, and regularity of deportment display the
influence and utility of our rules, the world in ge-
neral will not be led to reconcile our proceedings
with our professions.

SECT. VII

Few Societies exempted from Censure. Irrequ-
larities of Masons no Argument against the
Institution.

AMonG the various societies of men, few, if any,
are wholly exempted from censure. Friendship,
however valuable in itself, and however universal
may be its pretensions, has seldom operated so
powerfully in general associations as to promote
that sincere attachment to the welfare and prospe-
rity of each other which is necessary to constitute
true happiness. This may be ascribed to sundry
causes, but to none with more propriety than to
the reprehensible motives which too frequently lead
men to a participation of social entertainments. 1f
to pass an idle hour, to oblige a friend, or probably
to gratify an irregular indulgence, be the only in-
ducement to mix in company, is it surprising that
the important duties of society should be neglected,
and that, in the quick circulation of the cheerful
glass, the noblest faculties should be sometimes
buried in the cup of ebriety ? '

It is an obvious truth, that the privileges of
Masonry have long been prostituted for unworthy
considerations, and hence their good effects have
been less conspicuous. Many have enrolled their
names in our records for the mere purposes of con-
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viviality, without inquiring into the nature of the
particular engagements to which they ‘are sub-
jected by becoming Masons.* Several have been
pro:gfted by motives of interest, and many intro«
duced to gratify an idle curiosity, or to please as
jolly companions. A general odium, or at least a
careless indifference, must be the result of such con-
-duct. But the evil stops not here. Persons of this
description, ignorant of the true nature of the insti-
tution, probably without any real defect in their own
morals, are induced to recommend others of the
same cast to join the society for the same purpose.
Hence the true knowledge of the art decreases
with the increase of its members, and the most va-
luable part of the institution is turned into ridicule ;
while the dissipations of luxury and intemperance
bury in oblivioh principles which might have dig-
nified the most exalted characters.

* 1t is provided by the laws of Masonry, that no person shall be
received as a candidate for initiation, except be be “a freeman, and
his own master ; and at the time of bis initiation, be known to be
in reputable circumstances. He should be a lover of the liberal Arts
and Sciences, and have made some progress in one or other of
them.” (ConsTt. Of proposing members, s. iv. p. 80.) A want of
attention to this salutary rule induces other irregularities, which
seldom fail to involve a lodge in ultimate ruin. The following cen-
sure of the Grand Lodge on this point merits general circulation
amongst the brethren. For obvious reasons the name of the offend-
ing lodge is omitted. ¢ It heing remarked in the Grund Lodge that
some of tke brethren of the Lodge No.— were unable to write,
inasmuch as their marks only were affixed against their names, and
amongst them was the junior warden ; and the law, sec. iv. p. 90,
declaring such individuals ineligible, for initiation, the M. W. Grand
Master will, after this notice, feel it a duty he owes to tbe craft to
bring under the cognizance of the Grand Lodge the conduct of any
Lodge which shall violate the wholesome and y law above
referred to; a breach of which, it is declared in the preamble to
the regulations for proposing members, dc. p. 88, shall subject the
offending Lodge to erasure. And the M. W. Grand Master will
require his Provincial Grand Masters to warn the Lodges under
their respective superintendence, of this His Royal Highness’s de-
termination, and {o report to him any instance which shall come to
their knowledge of a disregard of the law in this respect.” (Quart.
Com. 26th Sept. 1826.)—EDp1TOR.
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When we oconsider the variety of members of
which the society of Masons is composed, and the
small number who are really conversant with the
tenets of the institution, we need not wonder that
few should be distinguished for exemplary lives.
By persons who are precipitately introduced into
the mysteries of the art, without the requisite qua-
lifications, it cannot be expected that much regard
will be paid to the observance of duties which they
perceive to be openly violated by their own initia-
tion; and it is an incontrovertible truth, that, such
is the unhappy bias in the disposition of some men,
though the fairest and best ideas were imprinted
on the mind, they are so careless of their own re-

utation as to disregard the most instructive lessons.

e have reason to regret, that even persons who
are distinguished for a knowledge in the art, are
too frequently induced to violate the rules, a Ere-
tended conformity to which may have gained them
applause. Thehypocrisy, however, is speedily un-
veiled ; no sooner are they liberated from the tram-
mels, as they conceive, of a regular and virtuous
;i:(i)ortment, in the temporary government of the

)dge, than, by abusing the innocent and cheerful
repast, they become slaves to vice and intemperance,
and not only disgrace themselves, but reflect dis~
honour on the Fraternity. By such indiscretion,
the best of institutions is brought into contempt ;
and the more deserving part of the communit justlg
conceives a prejudice against the society, of whic
it is difficult afterwards to do away the impression.

But if some do transgress, no wise man will thence
argue against the institution, or condemn the whole
Fraternty for the errors of a few misguided indivi-
duals. Were the wicked lives of men admitted as
an argument against the religion which they profess,
the wisest and most judicious establishments might
be exposed to censure. It may be averred in fa-
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vour of Masonry, that, whatever imperfections are
found among its professors, the institution counte-
nances no deviation from the rules of right reason.
Those who violate the laws, or infringe an good
order, are kindly admonished by secret monitors ;
when these means have not the intended effect,
public reprehension becomes necessary; and, at last,
when every mild endeavour to effect a reformation
in their conduct is of no avail, they are expelled the
lodge, as unfit members of the society.

Vain, therefore, is each idle surmise against the
plan of our government: while the laws of the
Craft are properly suﬂ)orted, they will be proof
against every attack. Men are not aware, that by
decrying any laudable institution, they derogate
from the dignity of human nature itself, and from
that good order, and wise disposition of things,
which the almighty Author of the world has framed
for the government of mankind, and established
as the basis of the moral system. Friendship and
social delights can. never be the object of reproach ;
nor can that wisdom which hoary Time has sancti-
fied be a subject for ridicule. VWhoever attempts
to censure what he does not comprehend, degrades
himself; and the generous heart will pity the mis-
takes of such ignorant presumption.

SECT. VIIIL
Charity the distinguishing Characteristic of Masons,

. CHaRITY is the chief of all the social virtues,
and the distinguishing characteristic of Masons.
'Chis virtue includes a supreme degree of love to
the great Creator and Governor of the universe,
and an unlimited affection to the beings of his cre-
ation, of all characters and of every denomination.
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This last duty is forcibly inculcated by the example
of the Deity himself, who liberally dispenses gxis
beneficence to unnumbered worlds.

It is not particularly our province to enter into
a disquisition of every branch of this amiable virtue ;
we shall, therefore, only briefly state the happy
effects of a benevolent disposition toward mankind
and show, that charity, exerted on proper objects,
is the greatest pleasure man can possibly enjoy.

The bounds of the greatest nation or the most
extensive empire cannot circumscribe the generosity
of a liberalmind. Men, in whatever situation they
are placed, are still, in a great measure, the same:
They are exposed to similar dangers and misfor-
tunes ; they have not wisdom to foresee, or power
to prevent, the evilsincident to human nature ; they
hang, as it were, in a perpetual suspense between
hope and fear, sickness and health,. plenty and want.
A mutual chain of dependance subsists throughout
the animal creation. All of the human species
are, therefore, proper objects for the exercise of
charity. .

Beings who partake of one common nature ought
to be actuated by the same motives and interests.
" Hence, to soothe the unhappy, by sympathisin

with their misfortunes, and to restore peace ang
tranquillity to agitated spirits, constitute the general
and great ends of the Masonic System. This hu-
mane, this generous disposition, fires the breast
with manly feelings, and enlivens that spirit of
compassion which 1s the glory of the human frame,
and which not only rivals, but outshines every
other pleasure that the mind is capable of enjoying.

All human passions, when directed by the supe-
rior principle of reason, tend to promote some use-
ful purpose ; but compassion toward proper objects
is the most beneticial of all the affections, and ex-
cites more lasting degrees of happiness; as it
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extends to greater numbers, and alleviates the in-
firmities and evils which are incident to human
existence. : :

Possessed of this amiable, this godlike disposi-
tion, Masons are shocked at misery under every
form and appearance. When they behold an ob-
ject pining under the miseries of a distressed body
or mind, the healing accents which flow from the
tongue mitigate the pain of the unhapr sufferer,
and make even adversity, in its dismal state, look
gay. When pity is excited, the Mason will assuage
grief, and cheerfully relieve distress. If a Brother
be in want, every heart ismoved ;* when he is hun-
gry, we feed lmm; when he is naked, we clothe
him ; when he is in trouble, we fly to his relief.
Thus we confirm the propriety of the title we bear ;
and convince the world at large, that BROTHER,
among Masons, is more than the name.

SECT. IX.

The Discernment displayed by Masons in the Choice
: of Objects of Charity.

THE most inveterate enemies of Masonry must
acknowledge, that no society is more remarkable
for the practice of charity, or any association of
men more famed for disinterested liberality. It
cannot be said, that Masons indulge in convivial

*« In 1739, after Pope Eugenius had issued his bull against Free-
masonry, one Crudeli, a Freemason, wasimprisoned at Florence by
the Inquisition, and suffered the most unmerited cruelties for main-
taining the innocence of the association. ‘When the Grand Lodge
of Eongland was informed of his miserable situation, they recol-
lected that a foreigner, however low his rank, and however distant
his abode, had a claim upon their sympathy. They transmitted to
him twenty pounds for procuring the necessaries of life, and exerted
every nerve for effecting his liberation,” (Lawrie, p.é:?s.)

DITOR.
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mirth while the poor and needy pine for relief.
Our charitable establishments and quarterly con-
tributions, exclusive of private subscriptions, to
relieve distress, prove that we are ready, with cheer-
fulness, in proportion to our circumnstances, to
alleviate the misfortunes of our fellow-creatures.
Considering, however, the variety of objects, whose
distress the dictates of Nature as well as the ties of
Masonry incline us to relieve, we find it n

sometimes to inquire into the cause of misfortune;
lest a misconceived tenderness of disposition, or an
impolitic generosity of heart, might prevent us
from making a proper distinction in the choice of
objects. Though our ears are always open to the
distresses of the deserving poor, yet charity is not
to be dispensed with a prom iiberality on impos-
tors.* 'I‘Tle parents of a numerous offspring, who,

® It is to be regretted that, from the charitable principles of the
iostitution, masonic impostors are very numerous. They prowl about
the country with fictitious certificates, and often succeed in deluding
the masters of lodges and other benevolent brothers, to the injury
of worthy brethren, whose tale of distress proceeds from the ge-
nuine workings of a heart oppressed with unmerited misfortune.
Tlie difficulty of distinguishing between real and assumed objects
of charity may be estimated from such cases as the following, ex-
tracted from the Quarterly Communication for December 1823.
“ A Report from the Board of General Purposes was read, stating
that an Individual, calling bhimself Simon Ramus, had been en-
deavouring to impose upon Brethren, and to obtain pecuniary As.
sistance, under colour of a fabricated Certificate, stating him to
bave been a Member of the Lodge No. 353, formerly No. 280,
but which Certificate bpd been detained from him by the
Lodge No. 283, and transmitted to the Grand Lodge. And, also,
that another Individual calling himself Miles Marton, but supposed
to be one Joseph Larkins, bad, in a similar manner, been endeéa-
vouring to impose upon Brethren, under colour of a Certificate
from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and a Certificate from the Lodge
No. 145, at Norwich, but which certificates had been detained by
the S.W. of the Lodge No. 779, and {ransmitted to the Grand
Lodge: the Board stated, that they were induced to make this
Report with a View to guard Brethren against further Attempts at
Imposition by those Individuals, although their means were, in a

greut Measure, destroyed by the Detention of the Certiﬂmwﬁ.”.
DITOR.
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through age, sickness, infirmity, or any unforeseen
accident in life, may be reduced to want, particu-
larly claim our attention, and seldom fail to expe-
rience the happy effects of our friendly associations.
To such objects, whose situation is more easy to be
conceived than expressed, we are induced liberall
to extend relief. Hence we give convincing proofs
of wisdom and discernment ; for though our bene-
volence, like our laws, be unlimited, yet our hearts
glow principally with affection towa.l'dy the deserving
part of mankind.

" From this view of the advantages which result
from the practice and profession of Masonry, every
candid and impartial mind must acknowledge its
utility and importance to the state ; and snrj;, if
the picture here drawn be just, it must be no trifling
acquisition to any Government, to have under its
jurisdiction a society of men, who are not only true
patriots and loyal subjects, but the patrons of
science and the friends of mankind.

SECT. X.
Friendly Admonitions.

As useful knowledge is the great object of our
desire, let us diligently apply to the practice of the
art, and steadily adhere to the principles which it
inculcates. Let not the difficulties that we have
to encounter check our progress, or damp our
zeal ; but let us recollect, that the ways of wisdom
are beautiful, and lead to pleasure. Knowledge is
attained by degrees, and cannot every where be
found. V&YiSdom seeks the secret shade, the lonely
cell, designed for contemplation. There enthroned
she sits, delivering her sacred oracles. There let
us seek her, and pursue the real bliss. Though
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the passage be difficult, the farther we trace it the
easier it will become.

Union and harmony constitute the essence of
Free-masonry : while we enlist under that banner,
the society must flourish, and private animosities
give place to peace and good fellowship. Uniting
in one design, let it be our aim to be happy our-
selves, and contribute to the happiness of others.
Let us mark our superiority and (Estinction among
men, by the sincerity of our profession as Masons ;
let us cultivate the moral virtues, and improve in
all that is good and amiable; let the Genius of
Masonry preside over our conduct, and under her
sway let us perform our part with becoming dig-
nity ; let us preserve an elevation of understanding,
a politeness of manner, and an evenness of temper;
let our recreations be innocent, and pursued with
moderation ; and never let irregular indulgences
lead to the subversion of our system, by impairing
our faculties, or exposing our character to derision.
In conformity to our precepts, as patterns worthy
of imitation, let the respectability of our character
be supported by the regularity of our conduct and
the uniformity of our deportment; then, as citizens
of the world, and friends to every clime, we shall
be living examples of virtue and benevolence,
equally zealous to merit, as to obtain, universal
approbation.
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BOOK II.

GENERAL REMARKS: INCLUDING AN ILLUSTRATION
OF THE LECTURES ; A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION
OF THE ANCIENT CEREMONIES; AND THE
CHARGES USED IN THE DIFFERENT DEGREES.

SECT. 1.
General Remarks.

MasoNky is an art useful and extensive. In
every art there is a mystery, which requires a
progress of study and application before we can
arrive at any degree of perfection. Without much
instruction, and more exercise, no man can be
skilful in any art; in like manner, without an
assiduous application to the various subjects treated
in the different lectures of Masonry, no person can
be sufficiently acquainted with the true value of
~ the institution. :

From this remark it is not to be inferred, that
those who labour under the disadvantage of a con-
fined education, or whose sphere of life requires
assiduous attention to business or useful employ-
ment, are to be discouraged in their endeavours to

ain a knowledge of Masonry. To qualify an
individual sto enjoy the benefits of the society at
large, or to partake of its privileges, it is not aﬁso-
lutely necessary that he should be acquainted with
all the intricate parts of the science : these are only
intended for persons who may have leisure and
opportunity to indulge the pursuit. :
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Some may be more able than others, some more
eminent, some more useful ; but all, in their differ-
ent spheres, may prove advantageous to the com-
munity ; and our necessities, as well as our con-
sciences, bind us to love one another. To persons,
however, whose early years have been dedicated to
literary pursuits, or whose circumstances and situ-
ation 1 life render them independent, the offices
of the lodge ought principally to be restricted.
The industrious tradesman proves himself a valu-
able member of society, and worthy of every honour
that we can confer; but the nature of every man’s
profession will not admit of that leisure which is
necessary to qualify him to become an expert Ma-
son, so as to discharge the official duties of the
lodge with propriety. And it must also be ad-
mitted, that those who accept offices and exercise
authority in the lodge ought to be men of prudence
and address, enjoying the advantages of a well-
cultivated mind and retentive memory. All men
are not blessed with the same powers and talents;
all men, therefore, are not equally qualified to

vern. He who wishes to teach, must submit to
earn; and no ote can be qualified to support the
higher offices of the lodge, who has not previonsly
discharged the duties og those which are subordi-
. nate. Experience is the best preceptor. Every
man may rise by gradation, but merit and industry
are the first steps to preferment. Masonry is wisely
instituted for (ﬁfferent ranks and degrees of men ;
and every brother, according to his station and
ability, may be employed in the lodge, and class
with his equal. Actuated by the best principles,
no disquietude is found among the professors of
the art. Each class is happy m its particular as-
sociation ; and when all the classes meet in general
convention, one plan regulates the whole: neither
arrogance nor presumption appear on the one
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hand, nor diffidence nor inability on the other ; but
every brother vies to excel in promoting that en-
dearing happiness which constitutes the essence of
civil soctety. ~

SECT. II.
The Ceremony of Opening and Closing the Lodge.

In all regular assemblies of men which are con-
vened for wise and useful purposes, the commence-
ment and conclusion of business is accompanied
with some form. In every country of the world
the practice prevails, and is deemed essential.
From the most remote periods of antiquity it is
traced, and the refined 1mprovements of modern
times have not abolished it. '

Ceremonies, simply considered, are little more
than visionary delusions; but their effects are some-
times important.—When they impress awe and
reverence on the mind, and attract the attention to
solemn rites by external forms, they are interesting
objects. 'These purposes are effected when judi-
cious ceremonies are regularly conducted and pro-
perly arranged. On this ground they have received
the sanction of the wisest men in all ages, and con-
sequently could not escape the notice of Masons.
To begin well, is the most likely means to end
well: and it is justly remarked, that when order
and method are neglected at the beginning, they
will be seldom found to take place at the end.

The ceremony of opening and closing the lodge
with solemnity and decorum is therefore univer-
sally adopted among Masons ; and though the mode
in some meetings may vary, and in every Degree
must vary, still an uniformity in the general prac-
tice prevailsin the lodge ; and the variation (if any)
is solely occasioned by a want of method, which a
little application will easily remove.

c
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To conduct this ceremony with propriety, ought
to be the peculiar study of all Masons, especially
of those who have the Konour to rule in our assem-
blies. To persons who are thus dignified, every
eye is directed for regularity of condgur::t and beha-
viour ; and, by their example, other brethren, less
informed, may naturally expect to derive instruc-
tion.

From a share in this ceremony no Mason is
exempted; it is a general concern, in which all
must assist. This is the first request of the Master,
and the prelude to business. No sooner has it
been signified, than every officer repairs to his
station, and the brethren rank according to their
degrees. The intent of the meeting becomes the
object of attention ; and .the mind is insensibly
drawn from the indiscriminate subjects of conver-
sation which are apt to intrude on our less serious
moments. :

Qur first care is directed to the external avenues
of the lodge; and the officers, whose provinee it is
to discharge that duty, execute the trust with fide-
lity. By certain mystic forms, of no recent date,
it is inumated that we may safely proceed. To
detect impostors among ourselves, an adherence to
order in the character of Masons ensues, and the
lodge is opened * or closed in solemn form.

_ * Charges and Regulations for the Conduct and Behaviowr of
Masons.

A rehearsal of the Ancient Charges properly succeeds the opening,
and precedes the closing, of the lodge. This was the constantprac-
tice of our ancient brethren, and ought never to be neglected in our
regular assemblies. A recapitulation of our duty cannot be dis-
agreeable 1o those who are acquainted with it; and to those to whom
it is not known, should any such be, it must be highly proper to
recommend it. )

On the Management of the Craft in working.
[To be rehearsed at opening the Lodge.] -
Masons employ themselves diligently in their'sundry vocations,
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At opening the lodge, two purposes are effected:
the Master is reminded of the dignity of his cha-

live creditably, and conform with cheerfulness to the government of
the country in which they reside.

The most expert Craftsman is chosen or appointed Master of the
work, and is duly honoured in that character by those over whom
he presides.

. The wmaster, knowing himself qualified, undertakes the govern-
ment of the lodge, and truly dispenses his rewards according to
merit.

A Craftsman who is appointed Warden of the work, under the
Master, is true to Master and Fellows, carefully oversees the work,
and the bretbren obey him.

The Master, Wardens, and Brethren, are just and faithful, and
carefully finish the work they begin, whether it be in the First or
Second Degree ; but never put that work to the First, which has been
appropriated to the Second Degree.

Neither envy nor censure is discovered among Masons. No bro-
theris supplanted, or put out of his work, if he be capable to finish
it; for e who is not perfectly skilled in the original design, can
never, with equal advantage to the Master, finish the work which
has been begun by another.

All employed in Masonry meekly receive their rewards, and use
no disobliging name. ¢ Brother » is the appellation they bestow on
each other. They behave courteously within and without the lodge,
and never desert the master till the work be finished,*

Laws for the Government of the Lodge.

You are to salute one another in & courteous manner, agreeably
to the forms established among Masons ;+ you are freely to give such
mutual instructions as shall be thought necessary or expedient, not
being overseen or overbeard, without encroaching upon each other,
or derogating from that respect which is due to a gentleman were he
not a Mason ; for though, as Masons, we meet as brethren on a
level, yet Masonry deprives no man of the honour due to his rank or
character, but rather adds to his honour, especially if he have de-
served well of the Fraternity, who always render honour to whom it
in due, and avoid ill-manners,

_ No private committees are to be allowed, or separate conversa=
tions encouraged : the Master or Wardens are not to be interrapted,
or asy brother who is speaking to the Master ; but due decorum is to

® These Charges were originally rehearsed by the seven representatives of
the three Degrees of the Order; but it is now the province of the Chaplain
or Secretary of the lodge to deliver them.

4 In the lodge, Masons meet as Members of the same family, and represea-
tatives for the time being of all the brethren throughout the world: every
prejudice, therefore, on account of religion, country, or private opinion, is
removed. :

c2
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racter, and the brethren of the homage and vene-
ration due to him in their sundry stations. These,
however, are not the only advantages resulting
from a due observance of the ceremony; a reve-
rential awe for the Deity is inculcated),’ and the
eye is fixed on that object from whose radiant
beams alone light can be derived. Hence, in this
ceremony, we are taught to adore God, and sup-

licate his protection on our well-meant endeavours.

he Master assumes his government in due form,
and under him his Wardens; who accept their
trust, after the customary salutations. Then the
brethren, with one accord, unite in duty and re-
spect, and the ceremony concludes.

At closing the lodge,* a similar form takes place.

be observed, and a proper respect paid to the Master and presiding
officers.

These laws are to be strictly enforced, that harmony may be pre-
served, and the businessof the lodge be carried on with order and
regularity, So mote it be.

* Charge on the Behaviour of Masons.
[To be rebearsed at closing the Lodge.]

When the lodge is closed, you are to enjoy yourselves with inno-
cent mirth, but carefully avoid excess. You are not to compel any
brother to act contrary to his inclination, or give offence by word or
deed, but enjoy a free and easy conversation. You are to avoid
immoral or obscene discourse, and at all times support with propriety
the dignity of your character. :

You are to be cautious in your words and carriage, that the most
penetrating stranger may not discover what is not proper to be inti-
mated ; and, if necessary, you are to wave the discourse, and
manage it prudently, for the honour of the Fraternity.

At home, and in your several neighbourhoods, you are to behave
as wise and moral men. You are never to communicate to your
families, friends, or acquaintances, the private transactions of our
different assemblies; but, on every occasion, consult your own
honour, and the reputation of the Fraternityat large.

Your are to study the preservation of health, by avoiding irregu-
larity and intemperance ; that your families may not be neglected
and injured, or yourselvesdisabled from attending to your necessary
employments in life.

If a stranger apply in the character of a Mason, you are cau-
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Here the less important duties of the Order are
not passed unobserved. The necessary degree of
subordination which takes place in the government
of the lodge is peculiarly marked; while the proper
tribute of gratitude is offered up to the beneficient
Author of life, whose blessing 18 invoked, and ex-
tended to the whole Fraternity.* Each brother then

tiously to examine him, in such a method as prudence may direct,
and agreeably to the forms established among Masons ; that you
may not be imposed upon by an ignorant false pretender, whom you
are to reject with contempt ;* and beware of giving him any secret
hints of knowledge. But if you discover him to be a true and
genuine brother, you are to respect him ; if be be in want, you are,
without prejudice, to relieve him, or direct him how he may be
relieved; you are to employ him, or recommend him to employ-
ment: however, you are never charged to do beyond " your ability ;
only to prefer a poor Mason, who is a good man and true, before any
other person in the same circumstances.

Finally, These rules you are always to observe and enforce, and
also the duties which have been communicated in the lecture ; culti-
vating brotherly love, the foundation and cape-stone, the cement and
glory of this ancient Fraternity; avoiding, on every occasion,
wrangling and quarrelling, slandering and back-biting; not per-
mitting others to slander honest brethren, but defending their cha-
racters, and doing them good offices, as far as may be consistent
with your honour and safety, but no farther. Hence all may see
the benign influence of Masonry; as all true Masons have done
from the beginning of the world, and will do to the end of time.
So mote it be. .

* A Prayer used at opening the Lodge.

May the favour of Heaven be upon this meeting ! and, as it is
happily begun, may it be conducted in order, and closed in har-.
mony !  So mote it be.

A Prayer used at closing the Lodge.

May the blessing of Heaven rest ﬁpon us, and on all regular Ma-
sons throughout the world! may brotherly love prevail, and beautify
and cement us with every moral and social virtue. So mote it be.

® This injunction may seem uncharitable ; but when it is considered, that
the secrets of Masonry are open to all men of probity and honour who are
well recommended, an illegal intruder, who would wish to obtain that to
which he has no claim, and deprive the public charity of a snall pittance at
his admission, can deserve no better treatment.

.
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faithfully locks up in his own repository the trea-
sure whi}::h he haf acquired ; and,po?ea:eyd with his
reward, retires to enjoy, and disseminate among the
private circle of his friends, the fruits of his labour
and industry in the lodge.

These are faint outlines of a ceremony which
universally prevails among Masons, and distin-
guishes all their meeting. Hence, it is arranged
as a general Section in every Degree of the Order,
and takes the lead in all our illustrations,

SECT. III

REMARKS on the FirsT LECTURE.

Havine illustrated the ceremony of opening and
closing the lodge, and inserted the Prayers and
Charges, usually rehearsed in our regular assem-
blies on those occasions, we shall now enter on a
disquisition of the different Sections of the Lec-
tures which are appropriated to the three Degrees
of the Order; giving a brief summary of the whole,
and annexing to every Remark the particulars to
which the Section alludes. By these means the
industrious Mason will be better instructed in the
regular arrangement of the Lectures, and be
enabled with more ease to acquire a competent
knowledge of the Art.

The First Lecture is divided into sections, and
each section is subdivided into Clauses. In this
Lecture, virtue is painted in the most beautiful
colours, and the duties of morality are strictly en-
forced. Here we are taught such wise and useful”
lessons as prepare the mind for a regular advance-
ment in the principles of knowledge and philosophy ;
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and these are imprinted on the memory by lively
and sensible images, well calculated to influence
our conduct in the proper discharge of the duties
of social life. :

The First Section.

The First Section of this Lecture is suited to all
capacities, and may, and ought to be known b
every person who wishes to rank as a Mason. I{
consists of general heads, which, though they be
short and simple, will be found to carry weight
with them. 'They not only serve as marks of dis-
tinction, but communicate useful and interesting
knowledge when they are duly investigated. They
qualify us to try and examine the rights of others
to our privileges, while they demonstrate our own
claim; and as they induce us to inquire minutely
into other particulars of greater importance, the
serve as a proper introduction to subjects whic
are more amply explained in the following Sec-
tions,

The Second Section.

The Second Section makes us acquainted with
the peculiar forms and ceremonies which are adopted
at the initiation of candidates into Masonry ; and
convinces us, beyond the power of contradiction, of
the propriety of our rites; whilst it demonstrates
to the most sceptical and hesitating mind their ex-
cellence and utility.+ '

* As we can annex to this remark no other explanation, con-
sistently with the rules of Masonry, we must refer the more inguisitive
to our regular assemblies for farther im@rubtion.

1 The following particulars, relative to the ceremony of initiation,
may be introduced here with propriety:
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A4 Prayer used at Initiation.

* Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the
Universe, to this our present convention ! and grant,
that this Candidate for Masonry may dedicate and
devote his life to thy service, and become a true and
faithful Brother amongst us! Eundue him with a
competency of thy Divine wisdom ; that, by the
secrets of this Art, he may be the better enabled to
display the beauties of godliness, to the honour of
thy holy Name ! So mote it be.”*

The Declaration to be assented to by every Candidate i
to Initiation, and to be subscribed by his Name at full length :
¢ To the Worshipful Master, Wardens, Officers, and Members of
the Lodge of No.

¢ 1 [A. B.], being free by birth, and of the full age of twenty-
one years, do declare, that, unbiassed by the improper solicitation of
friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary or other unworthy motives,
1 freely #nd voluntarily offer myself a candidate for the mysteries of
Masoury; that I am prompted by a favourable opinion conceived of
the institation, and a desire of knowledge ; and that I will cheer-
fully conform to all the uncient usages and established customs of
the Order. Witness my band, this day of [A.B.]

-% Witness, [C. D.”]

N. B. Copies of this Declaration may be had of the Grand Secre-
tary.
The Candidate is then proposed in open lodge, as follows:

“ W. Master and Brethren,

¢ At the request of A. B. [mentioning his Christian name and sur-
name, additien or profession, and place of abode,) I propose him, in
form, as a proper Candidate for the mysteries of Masonry. Ire-
commend him, as worthy to’ share the privileges of the Fratemity ;
and, in consequence of a Declaration of his intentions, voluntarily
made and properly attested, I believe he will strictly cenform to the
rules of the Order.”

The Candidate is then ordered to be prepared for Initiation.

* Tt is a duty incumbent on the Master of the lodge, before the
ceremony of initiation takes place, to inform the Candidate of the
purpose aad design of the institution ; to explain the nature of bis
solemn engagements; and, in & manner peculiar to Masons, to
require his cheerful acquiescence to the tenots of the order.
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The Third Section.

The Third Section, by the reciprocal communi-
cation of our marks of distinction, proves the re-
gularity of our initiation; and inculcates those
necessary and instructive duties which dignify our
character in the double capacity, of Men and
Masons.

We cannot better illustrate this Section, than by
inserting the following

Charge at Initiation into the First Degree.*

BROTHER, .

{As you are now introduced to the first prin-
ciples of our Order, it is my duty to congratulate
you, on being accepted a Member of an ancient
and honourable Society ; ancient, as having sub-
-sisted from time immemorial ; and honourable, as
tending, in every particular, so to render all men
who will be conformable to its precepts. No insti-
tution was ever raised on a better principle, or
-more solid foundation ; nor were ever more excel-
lent rules and useful maxims laid down, than are
inculcated on every person when he is initiated into
our mysteries. Monarchs in all ages have been
encouragers and Eromoters of the Art; and have
‘never deemed it derogatory from their dignities, to
-level themselves with the brethren, to extend their
privileges, and to patronize their assemblies.ﬂ

As a Mason, you are to study the Sacred Law ;
to consider it as the unerring standard of trut

* The paragraphs enclosed in brackets [ ] may be occasionally
. omitted, if time will not admit of deliveriog the whole Charge.

+ In England, the Bible: but in countries where that book is
unknown, whatever is understood to contain the will or law of
God. 1In France and Germany the Bible is of the Hebrew Text.
EpiTon.

c3
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and justice, and to regulate your life and actions
by its Divine precepts.

The three great moral duties, to God, your
neighbour, and yourself, you are strictly to ob-
serve:—To God, by holding his name in awe and
veneration: viewing him as the chief good, im-
ploring his aid in laudable pursuits, and suppli-
cating his protection on well-meant endeavours :—
To your Neighbour, by always acting uron the
square ; and, considering him equally entitled with
yourself to share the blessings of Providence, ren-
dering unto him those favours and friendly offices,
which, in a similar situation, you would expect to
receive from him:—And to Yourself, by not
abusing the hounties of Providence, impairing your
faculties, by irregulanty, or debasing our profes-
sion by intemperance.

In the state, you are to be a quiet and peaceable
subject, true to your sovereign, and just to your
country; you are not to countenance disloyalty or
rebellion, but patiently submit to legal authority,
and conform with cheerfulness to the government
under which you live; yielding obedience to the
laws which afford you protection ; but never for-
getting the attachment you owe to the place of
your nativity, or the allegiance due to the sove-
reign or protectors of that spot.

In your outward demeanour, you are to avoid
censure or reproach ; and beware of all who may
artfully endeavour to insinuate themselves into your
esteem, with a view to betray your virtuous reso-
lutions, or make you swerve from the principles of
our institution. Let not interest, favour, or pre-
judice, bias dyour integrity, or influence you to be
guilty of a dishonourable action ; but let your con-

uct be uniform, and your deportment suitable to
the dignity of the profession. ] :

Above all, practise benevolence and charity ; for
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these virtues have distinguished Masons in every
age and country., }The inconceivable pleasure of
contributing toward the relief of our fellow-crea-
tures, is truly experienced by persons of a humane
disposition ; who are naturally excited, by sym-
pathy, to extend their aid in alleviation of the
miseries of others. This encourages the generous
Mason to distribute his bounty with cheerfulness.
Supposing himself in the situation of an unhappy
sué':arer, he listens to the tale of woe with attention,
bewails misfortune, and speedily relieves distress.]

The Constitutions of the Order* are next to
engage your attention. [These consist of two
parts, oral and written communications; the former,
comprehending the mysteries of the Art, are only
to be acquired by practice and experience in the
lodge; the latter includes the history of genuine
Masonry, the lives and characters of its patrons,
and the ancient charges and general regulations of
the Craft.]

A punctual attendance on the duties of the Order
we earnestly enjoin ; more especially in that assem-
bly in which your name is enrolled as a member.
[There, and in all regular meetings of the Frater-
nity, you are to behave with order and decorum,
that harmony may be preserved, and the business
of Masonry be properly conducted. The rules of
good-breeding you are never to violate, by using
unbecoming language, in derogation of the name
of God, or toward the corruption of good manners:
neither are you to enter into any dispute about
religion or politics; or behave irreverently, while
the lodge is engaged in what is serious and im-

* Under the superintendence of William Williams, Esq., Bar-
rister at Law, M. P. for Weymouth, and P. G. M. for Dorsetshire,
a new edition of .the Book of Censtitutions has been prepared, and
partly published, by order of the Grand Lodge, since the AcT or
Uxiox took place.
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portant.] On every occasion you are to pay a
proper deference and respect to the Master and
presiding Officers, and diligently apply to the work
of Masonry, that you may the sooner become a
roficient 'tzerein; as well for your own credit, as

or the honour of the company with whom you
associate. : ’

Although your frequent appearance at our re-
gular meetings be earnestly solicited, your necessary
employments in life are not to be neglected on that
account : neither are you to suffer your zeal for
Musonry to exceed the bounds of discretion, or lead
you into argument with persons who may ridicule
our institution ; but extend your pity toward those
who may be apt, through ignorance, to contemn
what they never had an opportunity to comprehend.
All that 1s required for your general observance is,
that you study the liberal arts at leisure: trace
science in the works of eminent masters; and im-
prove in the disquisitions of the system, by the
conversation of well-informed Brethren, who will
always be as ready to give, as you can be to receive,
instruction. ' o

Finally : Adhere to the Constitutions; and sup-
port the privileges which are to distinguish you as
a Mason above the rest of the community, and
mark your consequence among the Fraternity. If,
in the circle of your acquaintance, you find a per-
son desirous of being initiated into the Order, be
particularly attentive not to recommend him, unless
you are convinced that he will conform to our
rules; that the value of Masonry may be enhanced
by the difficulty of the purchase; the honour and
reputation of the institution be established on the
firmest basis ; and the world at large be convinced
of its benign influence.

[From the attention you have paid to the recital
of the duties of the Order, we are led to hope, that
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ou will form a proper estimate of the value of
i‘ree-Masonry, and imprint on your mind the dic-
tates of truth, honour, and justice.*]

* The late Lodge of Reconciliation (the Rev. Samuel Hemming,
D. D., Master) recommended the use of the following CHARGR ;
to be recited to ¢every Mason immediately subsequent to his initia-
tion; which was honoured with the approbation of the United
Grand Lodge, their Royal Highnesses the Dukes of Kent and Sussex
being present ; the former illustrious Prince being Past, and the latter
Present M. W, Grand Master, The Editor, however, did not think
himself justified in omitting the Charge to which Brother Preston’s
readers and hearers had hitherto been accustomed.

BRoTHER,

As you have how passed through the ceremonies of your initia-
ation, allow me to congratulate you on being admitted a member
of our ancient and honourable society. Ancient, no doubt it is,
as baving subsisted from time immemorial ; and honourable it must
be acknowledged to be—because, by a natural tendency, it conduces
to make all those honourable who are strictly obedient to its pre-
cepts. Indeed, no institution can boast a more solid foundation
than that on which Free-masonry rests— The practice of social and
moral virtue: and to so high an eminence has its credit been
advanced, that in every age, monarchs themselves have become the
promoters of the Art;—have not thought it derogatory from their
dignity to exchange the sceptre for the trowel ;—have patronised our
mysteries ;—and even joined in our assemblies.

As a Mason, I would first recommend to your most serious con-
templation the volume of the Sacred Law : charging you to consider
it as the unerring standard of truth and justice, and to regulate
your actions by the divine precepts it-contains. Therein you will
be taught the important duties you owe to God, to your neighbour,
and to yourself. 7o God, by never mentioning his name, but with
that awe and reverence which are due from the creature to his
Creator; by imploring bis aid on all your lawful undertakings, and
by looking up to bim in every emergency, for comfort and support.
To your neighbour, by acting with him upon the square; by ren-
dering him every kind office which justice or mercy may require ;
by relieving his distresses, and soothing bis afflictions ; and by doing
to him, as, in similar cases, you would wish he should do to you.
And to yourself, by such a prudent and well-regulated course of
discipline, as may best conduce to the preservation of your corporeal
and mental faculties in their fullest energy ; thereby enabling you
to exert the talents wherewith God has blest you, as well to his
glory, as to the welfare of your fellow-creatures,

As a citisen of the world, T am pext to enjoin you to be exem-
plary in the discharge of your civil duties, by never proposing, or
at all countenancing, any act that may have a tendency to subvert
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This section usually closes with the following

EULOGIUM.

Masonry comprehends within its circle every
branch of useful knowledge and learning, and

the peace and good order of society ; by paying due obedience to the
laws of any state which may for a time become the place of your
residence, or afford you its protection; and above all, by never
losing sight of the allegiance due to the Sovereign of your native
land ; ever remembering, that Nature has implanted in your breast
a sacred and indissoluble attachment to that country, from which
you derived your birth and infant nurture.

As an individual, 1 am further to recommend the practice of
every domestic as well as public virtue. Let Prudence direct you !
Temperance chasten you! Fortitude support you' and Justice be
the guide of all your actions. Be especially careful to maintain, in
their fullest splendour, those truly Masonic ornaments, which have
already been amply illustrated, Benevolence and Charity.

Still, however, as a Mason, there are otber excellencies of charac-
ter to which your aitention may be peculiarly and forcibly directed.
Among the foremost of these are, Secrecy, Fidelity, and Obedience.

Secrecy may be said to consist in an inviolable adherence to the
obligation you have entered into, never improperly to reveal any of
those Masonic Secrets which have now been, or may at any future
time be, intrusted 1o your keeping ; and cautiously to shun all occa-
sions which might inadvertently lead you so to do.

Your Fidelity must be exemplified by a strict observance of the
constitutions of the fraternity ; by adhering to the ancient land-
marks of the order ; by never attempting lo extort, or otherwise
unduly obtain, the secrets of a superior degree ; and by refraining to
recommend any one to a participation of our secrets, unless you
have strong grounds to believe that, by a similar fidelity, he will
ultimately reflect honour on our choice.

So must your Obedience be proved by a close conformity to our
laws and regalations ; by prompt attention to all signs and sum-
monses ; by modest and correct demeanour whilst in the lodge ; by
abstaining from every topic of religious or political discussion; by
ready acquiescence in all votes and resolutions duly passed by the
Brethren; and by perfect submission to the Master and his War-
dens, whilst acting in the discharge of their respective offices.

And, as a last general recommendation, let me exhort you to
dedicate yourself to such pursuits as may enable you to become at
once respectable in your rank of life ; useful to mankind ; and an
ornament to the Society of which you have this day been admitted
a member; that you would more especially devote your leisure
hours to the study of such of the liberal arts and sciences as may lie
within the compass of your attainment; and that, without neglect-
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stamps an indelible mark of pre-eminence on its
genuine professors, which neither chance, power,
nor fortune, can bestow. When its rules are
strictly observed, it is a sure foundation of tran-
quillity amid the various disappointments of life ;
a friend, that will not deceive, but will comfort and
assist, in prosperity and adversity ; a blessing, that
will remain with all times, circumstances, and
places ; and to which recourse may be had, when
other earthly comforts sink into disregard. '

Masonry gives real and intrinsic excellency to
man, and renders him fit for the duties of society.
It strengthens the mind against the storms of life,.

ves the way to peace, and promotes domestic

appiness. It meliorates the temper, and improves
the understanding ; it is company in solitude, and
gives vivacity, variety, and energy, to social con-
versation. In youth, it governs the passions, and
employs usefully our most active faculties ; and in

e, when sickness, imbecility, and disease, have
benumbed the corporeal frame, and rendered the
union of soul and body almost intolerable, it yields
an ample fund of comfort and satisfaction.

These are its general advantages: to enumerate
them separately, would be an endless labour. It
may be sufficient to observe, that he who cultivates
this science, and acts agreeably to the character of
a Mason, has within himself the spring and support
of every social virtue; a subject of contemplation,
that enlarges the mind, and expands all its powers;
a theme that is inexhaustible, ever new, and always
interesting. ;

ing the ordinary duties of your station, you would consider yourself
called upon to muke a daily advancement in Masonic knowledge.
[From the very commendable attention which you appear to have
given to this Charge, I am led to bope that you will duly appse-
ciate the excellence of Free-masonry, and imprint indelibly on
your mind the sacred dictates of Truth, of Honour,and of Virtue ']
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The Fourth Section.

The Fourth Section rationally accounts for the
origin of our hieroglyphical instruction, and points
out the advantages w{nch accompany a faithful ob-
servance of our duty. It illustrates, at the same
time, certain particulars, our ignorance of which
might lead us into error; and which, as Masons,
we are indispensably bouund to know.

T'o make daily progress in the Art, is a constant
duty, and expressly required by our general laws.
‘What end can be more noble, than the pursuit of
virtue ? what motive more alluring, than the grac-
tice of justice? or what instruction more beneficial,
than an accurate elucidation of symbols which tend
to improve and embellish the mind? Every thing
that strikes the eye, more immediately engages the
attention, and imprints on the memory serious and
solemn truths, Masons have, therefore, universally
ad((?)ted the plan of inculcating the tenets of their
Order by typical figures and allegorical emblems,
to prevent tgeir mysteries from descending within
the familiar reach of inattentive and unprepared
novices, from whom they might not receive due
veneration.

The usages and customs of Masons have ever
corresponded with those of the ancient Egyptians;
to which, indeed, they bear a near affinity. Those
philosophers, unwilling to expose their mysteries to
vulgar eyes, concealed their particular tenets and
principles of polity and philosophy under hiero-
glyphical figures ; and expressed their notions of
government by signs and symbols, which they
communicated to their Magi alone, who were
bound &y oath* never to reveal them. Pythagoras

* ¢ The oath proposed to the aspirant for the Pythagorean mysteries
wasmade on the number Four, or Tetractys, which was expressed
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seems to have established his system on a similar
Elan; and many Orders of a more recent date
ave copied the example. Masoury, however, is
not only the most ancient, but the most moral
Institution that ever subsisted; as every charac-
ter, figure, and emblem, depicted in the lodge,
has a moral meaning, and tends to inculcate the
Ppractice of virtue on those who behold it.*

The Fifth Section.

The Fifth Section explains the nature and prin-
ciples of our institution, and teaches us to discharge
with propriety the duties of the different depart.
ments which we are appointed to sustain in the
government of the lodge. Here, too, our ornaments
are displayed, and our jewels and furniture speci-
fied ; while a proper attention is paid to our ancient
and venerable patron.

To explain the subjects treated in this Section,
and assist the industrious Mason to acquire them,
we can only recommend a punctual attendance on
the duties of the lodge, and a diligent application
to the lessons which are there inculcated.

by TEN commas or jods, (supposing it to be derived from the Te-
tragrammaton of the Jews,) disposed in the form of an equilateral
triangle, each side containing four, as follows :

N Monad, fire, or the active principle.
s Duad, the passive principle. .
s » » Triad, the world proceeding from their union.
5> » » » Quaternary, the liberal sciences.

This triangle, as some authors suppose, bore a reference to the tri-"
une God, whence it was termed Trigonon mysticum. Iamblichus
gives us the words of this tremendous oath. Ov pa Tor dusTepn, &c.
By the GREAT TETRACTYS, or name 1A0, who bath communicated
the fountain of eternity to our souls, &o.” (Oliver’s Hist, Init.
p- 124, innotd.) . Eprros.

‘l.;l'his Section closes with a definition of Charity, for which see
p. 17,
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The Sixth Section.

The Sixth Section, though the last in rank, is
not the least considerable in importance. It
strengthens those which precede ; and enforces, in
the most engaging manner, a due regard to charac-
ter and behaviour, in public as well as in private
life ; in the lodge, as well as in the general com-
merce of society.

This Section forcibly inculcates the most in-
structive lessons. Brotherly Love, Relief, and
T'ruth, are themes on which we here expatiate.—
By the exercise of Brotherly Love, we are taught
to regard the whole human species as one family,
the high and low, the rich and poor; who, as
children of the same Parent, and inhabitants of the
saroe planet, are to aid, support, and protect each
other. On this principle, monry unites men of
every country, sect, and opinion ;* and conciliates
true friendship among those who might otherwise
have remained at a perpetual distance.— Religf i3
the next tenet of the profession; and though to
relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on ali
men, it is more particularly so on Masons, who are
linked together by an indissoluble chain of sincere
affection. To svothe calamity, alleviate misfortune,
compassionate misery, and restore peace to thc
troubled mind, is the grand aim of the true Mason.

* 1 cite a single instance of this fact from Lawrie. A Scottish
gentleman in the Prussian service, was taken prisoner at the battle of
Lutzen, and was conveyed to Prague along with four hundred of his
companiops inarms. As soon as it was known that he wasa Mason,
he was released from confinement: he was invited to the tables of
the most distinguished citizens, and requested to consider himself as
a Freemason and not as a prisoner of war. About three months
after the engagement, an exchange of prisoners took place, and the
Scottish officer was presented by the fraternity with a purse of
sixty ducats to defray the expenses of his journey.” EbITor.
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On this basis he establishes his friendships, and
forms his connections.— T'ruth is a divine attribute,
and the foundation of every virtue. To be good
and true, is the first lesson we are taught in Ma-
sonry. On this theme we contemplate, and by its
dictates endeavour to regulate our conduct: in-
fluenced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are
unknown in the Yodge, sincerity and plain-dealing
distinguish us ; while the heart and tongue join in
prowoting the general welfare, and rejoicing in
-each other’s prosperity.

To this iﬁustmtion succeeds an explanation of
the four cardinal virtues, Temperance, Fortitude,
Prudence, and Justice.—By Temperance, we are
instructed to govern the passions, and check unruly
desires. The health of the body, and the dignity
of the species, are equally concerned in a faithful
observance of it.—By Fortitude, we are taught to
resist temptation, and encounter danger with spirit
and resolution. This virtue is equally distant from
rashness and cowardice; and he who possesses it,
is seldom shaken, and never overthrown, by the
storms that surround him.—By Prudence, we are
instructed to regulate our condyuct by the dictates
of reason, and to judge and determine with pro-
priety in the execution of every thing that tends to
promote either our present or future well-being.
On this virtue, all others depend ; it is, therefore,
the chief jewel that can adorn the human frame.—
Justice, the boundary. of right, constitutes the
cement of civil society.. This virtue, in a great
measure, constitutes real goodness, and is therefore
represented as the perpetual study of the accom-
plished Mason. Without the exercise of justice,
universal confusion would ensue ; lawless force
might overcome the principles of equity, and social
intercourse no longer exist. '

The explanation of these virtues is accompanied
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‘with some general observations on the equality ob-
served among Masons. In the Lodge, no estran
ment of behaviour is discovered ; influenced ie-
the same principle, an uniformity of opinion, whicﬁ
is useful in exigencies, and pleasing in familiar life,
universally prevails, strengthens the ties of friend-
ship, and promotes love and esteem. Masons are
brethren by a double tie ; and among them, as bro-
thers, no mvidious distinctions exist ; merit being
always respected, and honour rendered to whom
honour is due.—A king, in the Lodge, is reminded,
that although a crown may adorn the head, or a
sceptre the hand, the blood in the veins is derived
from the common parent of maunkind, aad is no
better than that of the meanest subject.—The
statesman, the senator, and the artist, are there
taught that, equally with others, they are, by
nature, exposed to infirmity and disease ; and that
an unforeseen misfortune, or a disordered frame,
may impair their faculties, and level them with the
most ignoraut of their species. This checks pride,
and incites courtesy of behaviour.—Men of inferior
talents, or who are not placed by fortune in such
exalted stations, are instructed to regard their
superiors with peculiar esteem ; when they discover
them voluntarily divested of the trappings of ex-
ternal grandeur, and condescending, in the badge
of innocence and bond of friendship, to trace
wisdom, and follow virtue, assisted by those who
are of a rank beneath them. Virtue is true nobility,
and Wisdom is the channel by which Virtue is
directed and conveyed ; Wisdom and Virtue, only,
mark distinction among Masons. :

Such is the arrangement of the Sections in the
First Lecture ; which, including the forms adopted
at opening and closing the lodge, comprehends the
whole of the First Degree. This plan has not
only the advantage of regularity to recommend it,

/
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but the support of precedent and authority, and
the sanction and respect which flow from antiquity.
The whole is a regular system of morality, con-
ceived in a strain of interesting allegory, which
readily unfolds its beauties to the candid and in-
dustrious inquirer.

SECT. IV

ReEMARKS on the SECOND LECTURE.

M asoNry is a progressive science, and is divided
into different classes, or Degrees, for the more re-
gular advancement in the knowledge of its mys-
teries. According to the progress we make, we
limit or extend our inquiries ; and, in proportion
to our talents, we attain to a lesser or greater de-
gree of perfection.

Masonry includes almost every branch of polite

- ]eaminﬁ under the veil of its mysteries, which com-
prehend a regular system of virtue and science.
Many of its 1llustrations may appear unimportant
to the confined genius; but the man of more en-
larged faculties will consider them in the highest
degree useful and interesting. To please the ac-
complished scholar and ingenious artist, the insti-
tution is well suited; and in the investigation of
its latent doctrines, the philosopher and mathe-
llpa}:ician may experience equal satisfaction and de-
1ght.
gTo exhaust the various subjects of which Ma-
sonry treats, would transcend the powers of the
brighest genius: still, however, nearer approaches
to perfection may be made ; and the man of wis.
dom will not check the progress of his abilities,
though the task he attempts may at first seem in-
surmountable. Perseverance and application will
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remove each difficulty as it occurs ; every step he
advances, new pleasures will open to his view, and
instruction of the noblest kind attend his researches.
In the diligent pursuit of knowledge, great dis-
coveries are made ; and the intellectual faculties are
wisely employed in promoting the glory of God,
and the good of mankind.

SUCH 1s THE TENDENCY OF ALL THE ILLUSTRA-
TIONS IN MASONRY. REVERENCE FOR THE DEITY,
AND GRATITUDE FOR THE BLESSINGS OF HEAVEN,
ARE INCULCATED IN EVERY DEGREE. This is the

lan of our system, and the result of our inquiries.

T'he First Degree being intended to enforce the
duties of morality, and imprint on the memory the
noblest principles which can adorn the humaa
mind ; the Second Degree extends the plan, and
comprehends a more diffusive system of knowledge.
Practice and theory are united, to qualify the in-
dustrious Mason to share the pleasures which an
advancement in the Art necessarily affords. Listen-
ing with attention to the opinions of experienced
men on important snbjecls, the mind of the Crafts-
man is gradually familiarised to useful instruction,
and he 1s soon enabled to investigate truths of the
utmost concern in the general transactions of life.

From this system proceeds a rational amusement.
While the mental powers are fully employed, the
judgment is properly exercised : a spirit ofy emula-
tion prevails; and every brother vies, who shall
most excel in promoting the design of the Insti--
tution.

The First Section.

The First Section of the Second Degree eluci-
dates the mode of introduction into this class; and
instructs the diligent Craftsman how to proceed in
the proper arrangement of the ceremonies which
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are used on that occasion. It enables him to judge
of the importance of those rites, and convinces
him of the necessity of adhering to all the esta-
blished usages of the Order. Here he is entrusted
with particular tests, to prove his title to the privi-
leges of this Degree; and satisfactory reasons are

iven for their origin. The duties which cement,
m the firmest union, well-informed brethren, are
illustrated ; and an opportunity is given to make
such advances in the Art, as will always distin-
guish the talents of able Craftsmen.

Besides hthe ceremony of initiation into the Second
De%:ee, this Section contains many important par-
ticulars, with which no officet of g;xe lﬁge shg:lrd
be unacquainted.

Charge at Initiation into the Second Degree.*

BrOTHER,

Being advanced to the Second Degree of the
Order, we congratulate you on your preferment.
[The internal, and not the external, qualifications
of a man, are what Masonry regards. As you in-
crease in knowledge, you will consequently im-
prove in social intercourse.

Itis unnecessary to recapitulate the duties which,
as a Mason, you are now bound to discharge; or
enlgrge on tKe necessity of a strict adherence to
them ; as your own experience must have esta-
blished their value. It may be sufficient to ob-
serve, that] Your past behaviour and regular
deportment have merited the honour which we
bave conferred ; and in your new character, it is

* The sentences inclosed in brackets [ ] mmy be occasionally
omitted.
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expected that you will not only conform to the
principles of the Order, but steadily persevere in
the practice of every virtue. :

The study of the liberal arts [that valuable
branch of e({ucation, which tends so effectually to
polish and adorn the mind] is earnestly recom-
mended to your consideration ; especially the
science of Geometry, which is established as the
basis of our Art. [Geometry, or Masonry, ori-
ginally synonymous terms, is of a divine and moral
nature, and enriched with the most useful know-
ledge : whilst it proves the wonderful properties of
Nature, it demonstrates the more important truths
of Morality.

As the solemnity of our ceremonies requires a
serious deportment, you are to be particularly at-
tentive to your behaviour in our regular assem-
blies ; you are to preserve our ancient usages and
customs sacred and inviolable ; and induce others,
by your example, to hold them in due venera-
tion. :

The laws and regulations of the Order you are
strenuously to support and maintain. You are not
to palliate, or aggravate, the offences of your bre-
thren ; but, in the decision of every trespass against
our rules, judge with candour, admonish with
friendship, and reprehend with mercy.

As a Craftsman, in our private assemblies you
may - offer your sentiments and opinions on such
subjects as are regularly introduced in the Lecture,
under the superintendance of an experienced
Master, who will guard the Jand-marks against en-
croachment. By this privilege you may improve
your intellectual powers; ualiz;v yourself to be-
come an useful member of society; and, like a
skilful Brother, strive to excel in what is good and

great
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[* All regular signs and summonses, given and
received, you are duly to honour, and punctually
obey ; inasmuch as they consist with our professed
principles. You are to encourage industry and
reward merit; supply the wants and relieve the
necessities of brethren and fellows, to the utmost
of your power and ability ; and on no account to
wrong them, or see them wronged, but timely
to apprise them of approaching danger, and view
their interest as inseparable from your own.

Such is the nature of your engagements as a
Craftsman ; and these duties you are now bound,
by the most sacred ties, to observe. ]

The Second Section.

The Second Section of this Degree presents an
ample field for the man of genius to perambulate.
It cursorily specifies the particular classes of the
Order, and explains the requisite qualifications for
preferment in each. In the explanation of our
usages, many remarks are introduced, which are
equally useful to the experienced artist and the
sage moralist. The various operations of the mind
are demonstrated, as far as they will admit of
elucidation, and a fund of extensive science is ex-
Flored throughout. Here we find employment for
eisure hours ; trace science from its original source ;
and, by drawing the attention to the sum of per-
fection, contemplate with admiration the wonderful
works of the Creator. Geometry is displayed,
with all its powers and properties; and in the
disquisition of this science, the mind is filled with
rapture and delight. Such is the latitude of this
Section, that the most judicious may fail in an

* This and the following paragraph are to be omitted, if previ-
ously used in the course of the ceremony.

D
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attempt to explain it ; the rational powers being
exerted to their utmost stretch in illustrating the
beauties of Nature, and demonstrating the more -
important truths of Morality.

As the Orders of Architecture come under con-
sideration in this Section, the following brief de-
scription of them may not be improper :

By Order, in architecture, is meant a system of
the - members, proportions, and ornaments of
columns and pilasters ; or, it is a regular arrange-
ment of the projecting parts of a building, which,
united with those of a column, form a beautiful,
perfect, and complete whole. Order in architec-
ture may be traced from the first formation of
society. When the rigour of seasons obliged men
to contrive shelter from the inclemency of the
weather, we learn that they first planted trees on
end, and then laid others across, to support a
covering. The bands which connected those trees
at top and bottom, are said to have suggested the
idea of the base and caFital of pillars; and from
this simple hint originally proceeded the more im-
proved art of architecture.

The five Orders are thus classed : the Tuscan,
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite.

The T'uscan is the most simple and solid of the
five orders. - It was invented in Tuscany, whence
it derives its name. Its column is seven diameters:
high; and its capital, base, and entablature have
but few mouldings. The simplicity. of the con-
struction of this column renders it eligible where
solidity is the chief object, and where ornament
would be superfluous.

The Doric order; which is plain and natural, is
the most ancient, and was invented by the Greeks.
Its column is eight diameters high, and it has sel-
dom any ornaments on base or capital, except
mouldings ; though the frieze is distinguished by
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triglyphs and metopes, and the triglyphs compose
the ornaments of the frieze. The solid composition
of this order gives it a preference in structures
where strength and a noble but rough simplicity
are chiefly required.*

The Ionic bears a kind of mean proportion be-
tween the more solid and delicate orders. Its
column is nine diameters high; its capital is
adorned with volutes, and its cornice has denticles.
There is both delicacy and ingenuity displayed in
this pillar; the invention of which is attributed to
the Ionians, as the famous temple of Diana at
Ephesus was of this order. It is said to have been
formed. after the model of an agreeable young
woman, of an elegant shape, dressed in her hair;
as a contrast to the Doric order, which was formed
after that of a strong robust man.

The Corinthian, the richest of the five orders, is
deemed a master-piece of art, and was invented at
Corinth by Callimachus. Its column is ten diame-
ters high, and its capital is adorned with two rows’
of leaves and eight volutes, which sustain the
abacus. The frieze is ornamented with curious
devices, and the cornice with denticles and modil-
lions. This order is used in stately and superb
structures.t

* The Doric is the best proportioned of all the orders. The seve-
ral parts of which it is composed are founded on the natural position
of solid bodies, In its first invention it was more simple than in its
present state. In after-times, when it began to be adorned, it
geined the name of Doric; for when it was constructed in its
primitive and simple form, the name of Tuscan was conferred on it.
Hence the Tuscan precedes the Doric in rank, on account of the
resemblance to that pillar in its original state.

+ Callimachus is said to bave taken the hint of the capital of this

“pillar from the following remarkable circumstance :—Accidentally

passing by the tomb of a young lady, he perceived a basket of toys,

covered with a tile placed over an acanthus root; having been

left there by her nurse. As the branches grew up, they encom-

passed the basket, till, arriving at the tile, they met with an ob-
D
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The Composite is compounded - of the other
orders, and was contrived hy the Romans. Its
capital has the two rows of leaves of the Corinthian,
and the volutes of the Ionic. Its column has the
quarter-round as the Tuscan and Doric orders, is
ten diameters high, and its cornice has denticles or
simple modillions. This pillar is generally found
in buildings where strength, elegance, and beauty,
are united.*

These observations are intended to induce the
industrious Craftsman to pursue his researches into
the rise and progress of architecture, by consulting
the works of the best writers on the subject.

From this theme we proceed to illustrate the
moral advantages of Geometry :

Geometry is the first and noblest of sciences,
and the basis on which the superstructure of Free-
masonry is erected.’

The contemplation of this science in a moral and
comprehensive view fills the mind with rapture.
To the true Geometrician, the regions of matter

struction, and bent downwards. Callimachus, struck with the
object, set about imitating the figure; the vase of the capital he
made to represent the basket ; the abacus the tile ; and the volutes,
the bending leaves.

* The original orders of architecture were no more than three :—
the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian. To these the Romansadded two :
the Tuscan, which they made plainer than the Doric; and the Com-
posite, which was more ornamental, if not more beautiful than the
Corinthian. The first three orders alone show invention and parti-
cular character, and essentially differ from each other; the two
others have nothing but what is borrowed, and differ only acciden-
tally ; the Tuscan is the Doric in its earliest state ; and the Com-
posite is the Corinthian enriched with the Ionic. To the Greeks, and
not to the Romans, we are indebted for what is great, judicious,
and distinct, in architecture.

4+ How much soever I may regret the loss of the fine analysis of
¢ the Senses” which Mr. Preston had introduced here; yet, as it
forms no part of the present system of Masonry, it is necessarily
expunged—otherwise this volume would have a tendency to mislead
rather than inform. . -EDITOR,
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with which he is surrounded afford ample scope for
his admiration, while they open a sublime field for
his inquiry and disquisition. Every blade of grass
which covers the field, every flower that blows, and
every insect which wings 1t way in the bounds of
expanded space, proves the existence of a First
Cause, and yields pleasure to the intelligent mind.

The symmetry, Eeauty, and order displayed in
the various parts of animate and inanimate creation
are pleasing and delightful themes, and naturally
lead to the source whence the whole is derived.
When we bring within the focus of the eye the
variegated carpet of the terrestrial creation, and
'survey the progress of the vegetative system, our
admiration is justly excited. Every plant that
grows, every flower that displays its beauties or
breathes its sweets, affords instruction and delight.
When we extend our views to the animal creation,
and contemplate the varied clothing of every
species, we are equally struck with astonishment !
and when we trace the lines of Geometry drawn
by the Divine pencil in the beautiful plumage of
the feathered tribe, how exalted is our conception
of the heavenly work ! The admirable structure
of plants and animals, and the infinite number of
fibres and vessels which run through the whole,
with the apt disposition of one part to another, is a
perpetual subject of study to the true Geome-
trician ; . who, while he adverts to the changes which
all undergo in their progress to maturity, is lost in
rapture and veneration of the Great Cause that
produced the whole, and which continues to

vern the system.

When he descends into the bowels of the earth,
and explores the kingdom of ores, minerals, and
fossils, he finds the same instances of Divine
wisdom and goodness displayed in their formation
and structure; every gem and every pebble pro-
claims the handy-work of an Almighty Creator.
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When he surveys the watery element, and di-
rects his attention to the wonders of the deep, with
all the inhabitants of the mighty ocean, Ee per-
ceives emblems of the same Supreme Intelligence.
The scales of the largest whale, and the pencilled
shell of the most diminutive fish, equally yield a
theme for his contemplation, on which he fondly
dwells; while the symmetry of their formation,
and the delicacy of the tints, evince to his discern-
ing eye the wisdom of the Divine Artist.

When he exalts his view to the more noble and
elevated parts of Nature, and surveys the celestjal
orbs, how much greater is his astonishment! If,
on the principles of Geometry and true philosophy,
he contemplates the sun, the moon, the stars, and
the whole concave of heaven, his pride is humbled,
and he is lost in awful admiration. The immense
magnitude of those bodies, the regularity and ra-
pidity of their motions, and the vast extent of
space through which they move, are equally incon-
ceivable ; and, as far as they exceed human com-

rehension, baffle his most daring ambition, till, lost
m the immensi:;y of the theme, he sinks into his
primitive insignificance.

By Geometry, then, we curiously trace Nature,
through her various windings, to her most con-
cealed recesses. By it we discover the power, the
wisdom, and the goodness of the Great Artificer
of the universe, and view with delight the propor-
tions which connect this vast machine. By it we
discover how the planets move in their different
orbits, and demonstrate their various revolutions.
By it we account for the return of seasons, and the
variety of scenes which each season displays to the
discerning eye. Numberless worlds are around us,
all framed gy the same Divine Artist, which roll
through the vast expanse, and are all conducted by
the same unerring law.

A survey of Nature, and the observation of her

—~—
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beautiful proportions, first determined man to imi-

tate the Divine plan, and study symmetry and

order. This gave rise to societies, and birth to

every useful art. The architect hegan to design;

and the plans which he laid down, improved by ex-

g:ienoe and time, produced works which have
n the admiration of every age.

The Third Section.

The Third Section of this Degree has reference
to the origin of the institution, and views Masonry
under two denominations, Operative and Specula-
tive. These are separately considered, and the
{)rinciples on which both are founded are dp:su'ticu-

arly explained. Their affinity is pointed out by
allegorical figures and typical representations.
Here the rise of our government, or division into
classes, is examined ; the disposition of our rulers,
supreme and subordinate, is traced ; and reasons
are assigned for the establishment of several of our
present practices. The Erogress made in archi-
tecture, dpanicular]y in the reign of Solomon, is
remarked ; the number of artists* who were em-

* | copy from “ Anderson’s Book of Constitutions’* the numbers
and classes of all the Craftsmen who were employed about this
work :

Hurodim, princes, rulers, or provostS...cceeecceecses 300
Menatzchim, expert Master Masons eececeecccccceaes 3,300
Ghiblim,stone squarers and sculptors, )

Ish Chotzeb, men of hewing, ......5 able FellowCrafts 80,000
Benai, layers or builders, ........ )

The levy out of Israel, appointed to work in Lebanon one

month in three, 10,000 every month, under the direction

of the noble Adoniram, who was the Junior Grand

Warden.ocee. cavee coveroossecsseocsosassecssss 350,000

All the Freemasons employed in the work of the temple
exclusive of the two Grand Wardens .............. 113,600
Besides the Ish Sabbal, or men of burden, the remains of the old

Canaanites, amounting to 70,000, who are not numbered among

Masons. Solomon distributed the fellow crafts into separate lodges,
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ployed in building the Temple of Jerusalem, with
their privileges, are specified ; the stipulated pe-
riod for rewarding merit is fixed, and the inimit-
able moral to which that circumstance aliudes is
explained ; the creation of the world is described,
and many particulars are recited, which have been
carefully preserved among Masons, and transmitted
from one age to another by oral tradition. In
short, this Section contains a store of valuable
knowledge, founded on reason and sacred record,
both entertaining and instructive, and is well
calculated to enforce the veneration due to an-
tiquity.* -

with a master and wardens in each, that they might receive com-
maunds in a regular manner, might tuke care of theirtoolsand jewels,
might be regularly paid every week, d&c. and the fellow crafts took
care of their succession by educating entered apprentices.”’

EpITOR,

* We can afford litlle assistance, by wriling, o the industrious
Mason in this Section, as it can ouly be acquired by oral communi-
cation: for an explanation, however, of the connection between
Operative and Speculative Masoury, we refer him to the Fourth
Section of Book I. page 7.

The following Invocation of Solomon, at the Dedication of the
Temple of Jerusalem, particularly claims our attention in this
Section:

INVOCATION.

And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord, in the presence
of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his bands ; saying,

O Lord God, there is no god like unto thee, in heaven above, or
in the earth beneath ; who keepest covenant, and shewest mercy
unto thy servants who walk before thee, with all their hearts.

Let thy Word be verified, which thou bast spoken unto David,
my father.

Let all the people of the earth know, that the Lord is God ; and
that there is none else.

Let all the people of the earth know thy name and fe:r thee,

Let all the people of the earth know, that I have buiit tkis house,
and consecrated it to thy Name.

But, will God indeed dwell upon the earth ? Behold—the heaven,
and heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee; how much less this
house, which I have built! . :

Yet, have respect unto my prayer, and to my supplication, and
bearken unto my cry:

May thine eyes be open toward this house, by day and by night ;
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The ‘Fourtk Section.

The Fourth and last Section of this Degree is
no less replete with useful instruction. Circun-
stances of real importance to the Fraternity are
here particularised, and many traditional tenets and
customs confirmed by sacred and profane record.
The celestial and terrestrial globes are considered
with accuracy ; and here the accomplished gentle-
man may display his talents to advantage in the
elucidation of the sciences, which are classed in a
regular arrangement. The stimulus to preferment,
and the mode of rewarding merit, are pointed out;
the marks of distinction which were conferred on
our ancient Brethren, as the reward of excellence,
are explained ; and the duties, as well as privileges,
of the first branch of their male offspring defined.
In short, this Section contains some curious obser-
vations on the validity of our forms, -and concludes
with the most powerful incentives to the practice
of piety and virtue.

As the seven liberal Arts and Sciences are illus-
trated in this Section, it may not be improper to
give a short explanation of them:

Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of
words, according to the idiom or dialect of any
particular people ; and that excellency of pronun-

even tloward the place of which thou bast said, My name shall le
there!

And when thy servant, and thy people Israel, shall pray towards
this house, hearken to their supplication ; hear thou them in heaven,
thy dwelling place ; and when thou hearest, forgive!

And the Lord answered, and said, I have hallowed the house which
thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes and
mine heart shall be there perpetually.

And all the people answeredand said—The Lord is gracious, and
his mercy endureth for ever.

p 3
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ciation, which enables us to speak or write a lan-
guage with accuracy, agreeably to reason and
correct usage.

Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and
fluently on any subject, not merely witﬁ propriety,
but with all the acI]vantages of force and elegance ;
wisely contriving to captivate the hearer by strength
of argument and beauty of expression, whether it
be to entreat or exhort, to admonish or applaud.

Logic teaches us to guide our reason discretion-
ally 1n the general knowledge of things, and direct
our inquiries after truth. It consists of a regular
train of argument, whence we infer, deduce, and
conclude, according to certain premises laid down,
admitted, or granted ; and in it are employed the
faculties of conceiving, judging, reasoning, and
disposing ; which are natura%;y led on from one
gradation to another, till the point in question is
finally determined. '

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of
numbers ; which is variously effected by letters,
tables, figures, and instruments. By this art, rea-
sons and demonstrations are given for finding out
any certain number, whose relation or affinity to
others is already known.

Geometry treats of the powers and properties of
magnitudes in general, where length, breadth, and
thickness, are considered.* By this science, the
architect is enabled to construct his plans; the
general, to arrange his soldiers; the engineer, to
mark out groun§e for encampments ; the geogra-
pher, to give us the dimensions of the world, geli-

* Thus the progression is, frora-a point to a line, from a line toa
superficies, and from a superficiés to a solid. A point has no di-
mensions, but is an indivisible part of space. A liste is the continua-
tion of a point, embracing only the single cagacity of length. A
superficies has two dimensions, length and breadth ; and a solid has
three dimensions, length, breadth, and thickness. Ebpivor.
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neate the extent of seas, and specify the divisions
of empires, kingdoms, and provinces; and by it,
also, the astronomer is enabled to make his obser-
vations, and fix the duration of times and seasons,
years and cycles. In short, Geometry is the
foundation of architecture, and the root of the
mathematics.

Music teaches the art of forming concords, so as
to compose delightful harmony, by a proportional
arrangement of acute, grave, and mixed sounds.
This art, by a series of experiments, is reduced to
a science, with respect to tones, and the intervals
of sound only. It inquires into the nature of con-
cords and discords, and enables us to find out the
proportion between them by numbers.

Astronomy is that art by which we are taught to
read the wonderful works of the Almighty Creator
in those sacred pages, the celestial hemisphere.
Assisted by Astronomy, we observe the motions,
measure the distances, comprehend the magnitudes,
and calculate the periods and eclipses, of the hea-
venly bodies. By it we learn the use of the globes,
the system of the world, and the primary law of
nature. While we are employed in the study of
this science, we perceive unparalleled instances of
wisdom and goodness, and through the whole of
creation trace the glorious Author by his works.*

* The Doctrine of the Spheres, which is included in the Science of
Astronomy, is also particularly considered in tbis Section.

The globes are two artificial spherical bodies, en the convex sur-
face of which are represented the countries, seas, and various parts
of the earth ; the face of the heavens, the plunetary revolutions, and
other important particulars. The sphere, with the parts of the earth
delineated on its surface, is called the terrestrial globe; and that
with the constellations, and other heavenly bodies, the celestiul
globe. Their prinoipal use, besides serving as maps to distinguish
the outward parts of the. earth, and the situation of the fixed stars,
is, to illustrate and explain the phenomena arising from the annual
revolution, and the diurnal rotation of the earth round its own axis.
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Thus end the different Sections of the Second
Lecture; which, with the ceremony used at oren-
ing and closing the lodge, comprehend the whole
of the Second Degree of Masonry. Besides a
complete theory of philosophy and physics, this
Lecture contains a regular system of science, de-
monstrated on the clearest principles, and established
on the firmest foundation.

SECT. V.
REMARKS on the THigp LECTURE.

IN treating with propriety on any subject, it is
necessary to observe a regular course; n the for-
mer Degrees we have recapitulated the contents of
the several Scctions, and should willingly pursue
the same plan in this Degree, did not the variety
of particulars of which it is composed render 1t
impossible to give an abstract, without violating
the rules of the Order. It may be sufficient to
remark, that, in twelve Sections, of which this
Lecture consists, every circumstance that respects
government and system, ancient lore and deep
research, curious Invention and ingenious disco-
very, 1s collected, and accurately traced; while
the mode of practising our rites, on public as well
as private occasions, is satisfactorily explained.
Among the brethren of this Degree, the land-

They are the noblest instruments for giving the most distinct idea of
uny problem or propusition, as weil as for enabling us to solve it.
Coutemplating these bodies, Masons are inspired with a due reve-
rence for the Deity and his works; and are induced to apply with
diligence and attention to astronomy, geography, navigation, and all
the arts dependent on them, by which society has been so much
benefited.
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marks of the Order are preserved ; and from them
is derived that fund of information, which expert
and ingenious Craftsmen only can afford, whose
judgment has been matured by years and expe-
rience. 'To a complete knowledge of this Lecture,
few attain; but it is an infallible truth, that he
who acquires by merit the mark of pre-eminence
to which this Degree entitles him, receives a re-
ward which amply compensates for all his past
diligence and assiduity.

From this class of the Order, the rules of the
Craft are selected ; as it is only from those who are
capable of giving instruction, that we can properly
expect to receive it with advantage. :

The First Section.

"The ceremony of initiation into the Third De-
gree* is particularly specified in this branch of
the Lecture, and many uscful instructions are
given.

Such is the importance of this Section, that we
may safely aver, whoever is unacquainted with it,
is 11l qualified to act as a ruler or governor of the
work of Masonry.

Prayer at Initiation into the Third Degree.

O Lord, direct us to know and serve thee
aright ! prosper our laudable undertakings! and
grant that, as we increase in knowledge, we may
improve in virtue, and still farther promote thy
honour and glory ! So mote it be.

* Our Anierican brethren use an ahundance of scripture quotations
in the opening and conduct of thisdegree, particularly that sublime
observation of King Solomon recorded in Ecclesiastes xii. 1—7.

Epitor.



62 ILLUSTRATIONS

Clarge at Initiation into the Third Degree.

BroTHER,

Your zeal for the institution of Free-masonry,
the progress which you have made in the art, and
your conformity to the general regulations, have
pointed you out as a proper object of our favour
and esteem.

In the character of a Master-mason, you are
henceforth authorised to correct the errors and
irregularities of brethren and fellows, and guard
them against a breach of fidelity. To improve the
morals and correct the manners of men in society,
must be your constant care. With this view, there-
fore, you are always to recommend to inferiors,
obedience and submission ; to equals, courtesy and
affability ; to superiors, kindness and condescension.
Universal benevolence you are to inculcate; and,
by the regularity of your own behaviour, afford the
best example for the conduct of others. The an-
cient land-marks of the Order, which arc here in-
trusted to your care, you are to preserve sacred and

“inviolable; and never suffer an infringement of our
rites, or a deviation from established usage and
custom.

Duty, honour, and gratitude, now bind you to
be faithful to every trust; to support with becom-
ing dignity your new character ; and to enforce, by
example and precept, the tenets of the system.
Let no motive, therefore, make you swerve from
{'our duty, violate your vows, or betray your trust ;
but be true and faithful, and imitate the example
of that celebrated artist whom you have onee re-
presented. By this exemplary conduct you will
convince the world, that merit has been your title
to our privileges; and that, on you, our favours
have not been undeservedly bestowed.
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The Second Section.

The Second Section is an introduction to the
roceedings of the Chapter of Master-masons, and
illustrates several points which are well known to
experienced Craftsmen. It investigates, in the
ceremony of opening the Chapter, some important
circumstances 1n the two preceding Degrees.

The Third Section.
The Third ‘Section cbmménces the historical
traditions of the Order; which are chiefly col-

lected from sacred record, and other authentic
documents.

The Fourth Section.
- The Fourth Section farther illustrates the histo-
rical traditions of the Order ; and presents to view

a finished picture of the utmost consequence to the
Fraternity.

The Fifth Section.

The Fifth Section continues the explanation of
the historical traditions of the Order.

The Sixth Section.

The Sixth Section concludes the historical tradi-
tions of the Order.

The Seventh Section.
The Seventh Section illustrates the hieroglyphi-



64 ILLUSTRATIONS

cal emblems* restricted to the Third Degree ; and
inculcates many useful lessons, which are intended
to extend knowledge, and promote virtue.

The Eighth Section.

¢
The Eighth Section treats of the government of
the Fraternity, and the disposition of our rulers,
supreme and subordinate. It is generally rehearsed
at installations.

The Ninth Sectiont

The Ninth Section recites the qualifications of
our rulers ; and illustrates the ceremony of instal-
lation in the Grand Lodge, as well as in the private
assemblies of Masons.

The Tenth Section.

The Tenth Section comprehends the ceremonies
of constitution and consecration, and a variety of
particulars explanatory of those ceremonies.

P The Eleventh Section.

The Eleventh Section illustrates the ceremonies
used at laying the foundation-stones of churches,

* Amongst these hieroglyphics we find, the Pof of Incense as an
emblem of a pure heart; the Bee-/ive, as a symbol of industry ; the
Hour-glass to point out the rapidity of time, and the Scythe to con-
vince us of the uncertainty of human life ; the Anchor and Ark to
invigorate us with hopes of future reward ; the Sword of retributive
Justice; the All-seeing Eye; the Three Steps of Youth, Man-
hood, and Old Age, &e. &c. Vide Star in the East by the Editor,
p. 134. EbpiTor.

+ For many particulars to which this and the two following Sec-
tions relate, see the Ceremonies of Constitution, Consecration, In-
stallation, &c. annexed to these Remarks.
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chapels, palaces, hospitals, &c. ; also the ceremonies
observed at the Dedication of the Lodge, and at the
Interment of Master-masons.

The Twelfth Section.

The Twelfth Section contains a recapitulation
of the essential points of the Lectures in all the
Degrees, and corroborates the whole by infallible
testimony.

Having thus given a general summary of the
Lectures restricted to the three Degrees of the
Order,* and made such remarks on each Degree as
might illustrate the subjects treated, little more can
be wanted to encourage the zealous Mason to per-
severe in his researches. He who has traced the
Art in a regular progress from the commencement
of the First to the conclusion of the Third Degree,
according to the plan here laid down, must have
amassed an ample store of knowledge, and will
reflect with pleasure on the good effects of his past
_diligence and attention. By applying the improve-
ments he has made to the general advantage of

* On the continent the Brethren extend Masonry to twenty-one"
degrees, which are as follow: 1. E.A.P. 2. F.C. 3. M. M.
4. Mark Mason. 5. Past Master. 6. Most Excellent Master. 7.
Roval Arch. 8. Knigbts of the Red Cross. 9. Knights Tem-
plars, 10. Knights of Malta. 11. Secret Master. 12. Perfect
Master. 13. Intimate Secretary. 14. Provost and Judge. 15.
Master in Israel. 16. Elected Knights. 17. Elected Grand Master.
18. Illustrious Knights. 19. Grand Master Architect. 20. Knights
of the Ninth Arch. 21. Perfection. But some enthusiasts, who
identify the Rosicrucians, the Knigits of the Swan, and the White
Eugle,—the revolting Degrees which are practised in the East under
the denomination of Turkish Masonry, &c. &c. &c.—augment the
number to more than a bundred. All beyond the Royal Arch, how-
ever, ought to be carefully separated from genuine Masonry, as they
are mostly founded on vague and uncertain traditions, which possess
uot the shadow of authority to recommend them to our notice.

EpITOR.
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society, he will secure to himself the approbation
of all good men, and the veneration of Masons.

SECT. VI.
Of the Ancient Ceremonies of the Order.

WE shall now proceed to illustrate the Ancient
" Ceremonies of the Order, particularly those ob-
served at the Constitution and Consecration of the
Lodge, and at the Installation of Officers, with the
usuaﬁharges delivered on those occasions. We
shall likewise annex an explanation of the Cere-
monies used at laying the Foundation-stones of
Public Structures, at the Dedication of Public
Halls, and at Funerals; and close this part of the
treatise with the Funeral Service.

The Manner of constituting the Lodge, including
the Ceremony of Consecration, &c.

Any number of regularly-registered Masons, not
under seven, resolved to form the new Lodge,
must apply, by petition,* to the Grand Master.

The petition must be recommended by the
officers of some regular Lodge, and be trans-
mitted to the Grand Secretary ; unless there be a

* The mode of applying by petition to the Grand Master, for a
warrant to meet as & regular Lodge, commenced only in the year
1718 ; previous to which time, Lodges were empowered, by inherent
privileges vested in the Fraternity at large, to meet and act occa-
sionally under the direction of some able architect, and the acting
magistrate of the county; and the proceedings of those meetings,
being approved by the majority of the Brethren convened at another
Lodge ussembled in the same district, were deemed counstitutional.
By such an inherent authority, the Lodge of Antiquity in London
now acts; baving no warrant from the Grand Lodge; but an au-
thority traced from time immemorial, which has been long and uni-
versally admitted and acknowledged by the whole Fraternity.
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provincial Grand Master of the district or J)ro-
vince in which the Lodge is proposed to be holden ;
in which case, it is to be sent to him, or to his
deputy; who is to forward it, with his recom-
mendation or opinion thereon, to the Grand
Master. If the prayer of the petition* be granted,
the provincial Grand Master may issue a dispen-
sation, authorising the Brethren to meet as a
Lodge, until a warrant of constitution shall be
signed by the Grand Master.

In consequence of this dispensation, the lodge is
formed at the place specified; and its transactions,
being properly recorded, are valid for the time
being, provided they are afterwards approved by

* The following is the form of the Petition :

““ To the M. W. Grand Master of the United Fraternity of Antient
Free and Accepted Masons of England :

We, the undersigned, being regularly registered Masons of the
Lodges mentioned against our respective names, having the prospe-
rity of the Craft at heart, are anxious to exert our best endeavours
to promote and diffuse the genuine principles of the art; and, for
the conveniency of our respective dwellings, and other good reasens,
we are desirous of forming a new Lodge, to be named

. In consequence of this desire, we pray for a warrant
of constitution, empowering us to meet as a regular Lodge, at
on the of every month ; and there to dis-
charge the duties of Masonry, in a constitutional manner, according
to the forms of the Order, and the laws of the Grand Lodge ; and we
have nominated, and do recommend, brother A.B. to be the first
Master; Brother C.D. to be the first Senior Warden ; and brother
E. F. to be the first Junior Warden of the said Lodge.

The prayer of this petition being granted, we promise strict
obedience to the commands of the Grand Master, and the laws and
regulations of the Grand Lodge.”

This petition, being signed by at least seven regular Masons, and
recommended by the Masters of three regular Lodges adjacent to
the place where the new Lodge is to be formed, is delivered to the
Grand Secretary ; who, on presenting it to the Grand Master, or in
his absence to the Deputy, and its being approved, is ordered to
grant a dispensation, authorising the Brethren specified in the peti-
tion to assemble as Masons in open Lodge for forty days, and prac-
tise the rites of the Order, until such time as a constitution can be
Obmif‘ee;id by command of the Grand Lodge, or that authority be
recalled. .
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the Brethren convened at the time of Constitu-
tion.

When the Grand Lodge has signified its appro-
bation of the new Lodge, and the Grand Master
is thoroughly satisfied of the truth of the allega-
tions set forth in the petition, he appoints a day
and hour for constituting [and consecrating*] the
new Lodge; and for installing the Master, War-
dens, and Officers.

If the Grand Master in person attend the cere-
mony, the Lodge is said to be constituted IN AMPLE
Form : if the Deputy Grand Master acts as Grand
Master, it is said to be constituted in DUE ForM ;
and if the power of performing the ceremony be
vested in the Master of a private Lodge, it is said
to be constituted 1N FoRM.

Ceremony of Constitution.

On the day ‘and hour appointed, the Grand
Master and his Officers, or the Master and Offi-
cers of any private Lodge authorised by the Grand
Master for that purpose, meet in a convenient
room; and, when properly clothed, walk in pro-
cession to the lodge-room ; where, the usual cere-
monies being observed, the Lodge is opened by the
Grand Master, or Master in the Chair, in all the
Degrees of the Order. After a short prayer, an
ode in honour of Masonry is sung. The Grand
Master, or Master in the Chair, is informed by the
Grand Secretary, or his locum tenens, ¢ That the
Brethren then present [naming them], being duly
instructed in the mysteries of the Art, desire to
be formed into the new Lodge, under the Grand
Master’s patronage ; that a dispensation has been
granted to them for the purpose; and that by

* This is frequently omitted.
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virtue of this authority they had assembled as
regular Masons, and duly recorded their proceed-
ings.’ The petition is read, asis also the dispen-
sation, and the warrant or charter of constitution,
which had been granted in consequence of it.
The minutes of the new Lodge, while under dis-
pensation, are likewise read, and, being approved,
are declared to be regular, valid, and constitutional.
The Grand Master, or Master in the Chair, then
takes the warrant in his hand, and requests the
Brethren of the new Lodge publicly to signify
their approbation or disapprobation of the Officers
who are nominated in the warrant to preside over
them. This being signified accordingly, an an-
them is sung, anf an oration on the nature and
design of the Institution is delivered. :
The ceremony of Consecration succeeds; which
is never to be used but when it is specially ordered.

Ceremony of Consecration.

The Grand Master and his Officers, accompa- -
nied by some dignified Clergyman, having taken
their stations, and the Lodge, which is placed in the -
centre, being covered with white satin, the cere-.
mony of Consecration commences. All devout]
kneel, and the preparatory prayer is rehearse({
The chaplain or orator produces his authority,*
and, being properly assisted, proceeds to conse-
crate.t Solemn music is introduced, while the
necessary preparations are making. The Lodge
being then uncovered, the first clause of the conse-
cration prayer is rehearsed, all devoutly kneeling.
The response being made, GrLory To Gop oN
HIGH, incenseis scattered over the Lodge, and the

* The constitution roll.
+ Corn, wine, and oil, are the elements of consecration.
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grand honours are given. The Invocation is then
pronounced, with the henours; after which the
consecration prayer is concluded, and the response
repeated as before, together with the honours. The
Lodge being again covered, all the Brethren rise
up, solemn music is resumed, a blessing is given,
and the response made as before, accompanied with
the honours. An anthem is then sung; and the
Brethren of the new Lodge having advanced ac-
cording to rank, and offered homage to the Grand
Master, the ceremony of consecration ends.

The above ceremony being finished, the Grand
Master advances to tKe estal, and constitutes
the new Lodge in the following form : .

¢ In the elevated character of Grand Master, to
¢ which the suffrages of my brethren have raised
¢ me, I invoke the Name of the Most Hicn, to
¢ whom be glory and honour! May He be with
¢ you at your beginning, strengthen you in the
¢ principles of our royal Art, prosper you with all
¢ success, and direct your zealous efforts to the
¢ good of the Craft! By the divine aid, I consti-
¢ tute and form you, my good Brethren, Masters,
¢ and Fellows, into the regular Lodge of Free and
¢ Accepted Masons ; and ienoeforth empower you
¢ to act in conformity to the rites of our venerable
¢ Order, and the charges of our ancient Fraternity.
¢ May God be with you'!” Amen.

Flourish with drums and trumpets.

The grand honours are then given; and the
ceremony of Installation succeeds.
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Ceremony of Installation.

The Grand Master* asks his Deputy, ¢ Whether
he has examined the Master nominated in the
warrant, and finds him well-skilled in the noble
science and royal Art?> The Deputy, having an-
swered in the affirmative,} by the Grand Master’s
order takes the candidate from among his fellows,
and-ﬁresents him at the pedestal; saying, ¢ Most
wors| iﬂful Grand Master, [or worshipfu'i Master,
as it happens,] I present my worthy brother
A.B. to be installed Master of the Lodge.
I find him to be of good morals, of great skill,
true and trusty, and a lover of the whole Fra-
ternity, wheresoever dispersed over the face of the
earth; 1 doubt not, therefore, that he will dis-
charge the duties of the office with fidelity.’

The Grand Master then orders a summary of

the Ancient Charges} to be read by the Grand

* In this and similar instances, where the Grand Master is speci-
fied as acting, may be understood any Master of a Lodge who per-
forms the ceremony.

+-A private examination is always understood to precede the in-
stallation of every officer.

1 As the curious reader may wish to know the ancient charges
that were used on this occasion, we shall here insert them, verbatim,
as they are contained in a MS. in the possession of the Lodge of
Antiquity in London, written in the reign of James the Second.

¢ * * * e * Apd furthermore, at diverse assemblies, have been
put and ordained diverse crafties, by the best-advise of magistrates
and fellows, Tunc unus ez senioribus tenet librum, et §lli ponent
manum suam super librum.

¢ Every man that is a Mason take good heed to these charges
(wee pray), that if any man find himselfe guilty of any of these
charges that he may amend himselfe, or principally for dread of
God : you that be charged, take good heed that you keepe all
these charges well ; for it is a great evill for a man to forswear him-
salfe upon a book.

¢ The first charge is, That yee shall be true men to God and the
holy church, and to use ng error or heresie by your understanding
and by wise.men’s tuaching. - Allso,
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Slecretary [or acting Secretary] to the Master
elect.

¢ Secondly, That yee shall be true liege men to the King of Eng-
land, without treason or any falsehood, and that yee know no
treason or treachery, but yee shall give knowledge thereof to the
King, or to his counsell; also yee shall be true one to another,
(that is to say) every Mason of the craft that is Mason allowed, yee
shall doe to him as yee would be done unto yourselfe.

¢ Thirdly, And yee shall keepe truely all the counsell that ought
to be kept in the way of Masonhood, and ull the counsell of the
Lodge or of the chamber, —Allso, that yee shall be no thiefe, nor
thieves to your knowledge free : that yee shall be true to the king,
lord, or master that yee serve, and truely to see and worke for his
advantage.

¢ Fourthly, Yee shall call all Masons your fellows, or your
brethren, and no other names.

¢ Fifthly, Yee shall not take your fellow’s wife in villany, nor
deflower his daughter or servant, nor put him to no disworship.

¢ Sixtbly, You shall truely pay for your meat or drinke where-
soever yee goe, to table or bord. Allso ye shall doe no villany
there, whereby the craft or science may be slundered.

¢ These be the charges general to every true Mason, both Masters
and Fellows.’

¢ Now will I rehearse other charges single for Masons allowed
or accepted.

¢ First, That no Mason take on him no lord’s worke, nor any
other man’s, unless he know himselfe well able to perform the
worke, so that the craft have no slander.

¢ Secondly, Allso, that no master take worke, but that he take
reasonable pay for itt; so that the lord may be truely served, and
the master to live honestly, and to pay his fellows truely. And
that no master or fellow supplant others of their worke ; (that is
to say) that if he hath taken a worke, or else stand master of any
worke, that he shall not put him out, unless he be unable of cun-
ning to make an end of his worke. And no master nor fellow shall
take no apprintice for less than scaven years. And that the apprin-
tice be free born, and of limbs whole as a man ought to be, and no
bastard. And that no master or feliow take no allowance to be
made Mason without the ussent of his fellows, at the least six or
seaven.

< Thirdly, That he that be made be able in all degrees; that is,
free-born, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman, and that he
have his right limbs as a man ought to have,

¢ Fourthly, That a master take no apprintice without he have
occupation to occupy two or three fellows at the least.

¢ Fifthly, That no master or fellow put away any lord’s worke to
taske that ought to be journey-worke.

¢ Sixthly, That every master give pay to his fellows and servants
as they may deserve, soe that he be not defamed with false worke-
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I. You agree to be a good man and true, and
strictly to obey the moral law. , .

II. You agree to be a peaceable subject, and
cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country in
which you reside. . ‘.

III. You promise not to be concerned in plots.
or conspiracies against %ovemment, but patiently-
submit to the decisions of the supreme legislature.

IV. You agree to pay a proper respect to the

ing. And that none slander another behind his backe, to make hint.
loose his good name. .

¢ Seaventhly, That no fellow in the house or abroad answear
another ungodly or reproveably without a cause.

¢ Eighthly, That every master-mason doe reverence his elder;
and that a mason be no common plaier at the cards, dice, or
haszard ; nor at any other unlawful plaies, througl the which the
scierice and craft may be dishonoured and slandered.

¢ Ninthly, That no fellow goe into the town by night, except he:
have a fellow with him, who may bear him record that he.was in an
honest place, - ) :

¢ Tenthly, That every master and fellow shall come to-the assem-
blie, if itt be within fifty miles of him, if he have any warning.
And if he have trespassed against the craft, to abide the award of
masters and fellows. :

¢ Eleventhly, That every master-mason and fellow that hath
trespassed against the craft shall stand to- the correction of other
masters and fellows to make him accord ; and if they cannot accord,
to go to the common law..- ' .

¢ Twelvethly, That a master or fellow make not a mould-stone,
square, nor rule, to no lowen, nor let no lowen worke within their
Lodge, nor without, to mould stone. . .

¢ Thirteenthly, That every Mason receive and cherish strange
fellows when they come over the countrie, and set them on worke if
they will worke, as the manner is; (that is to say) if the Magon have
any mould-stone in his place, he shall give him a mould stone, and
sett him on worke ; and if he have none, the Mason shall refresh
him with money unto the next Lodge.
" ‘hl."ourteenthly, That every Mason shall- truely serve his master
or his pay.

- ¢Fifteenthly, That every master shall truely make an end of his

worke, taske, or journey, whithersoe it be.

¢ These be all the charges and covenants that ought to be read at
the installment of Master, or making of a Free-mason or Free-
masons. The Almighty God of Jacob, who ever have you and me
in his keeping, bless us now and ever. Amen.* .
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civil magistrate, to work diligently, live creditably,
and act honourably by all men. _

- V. You agree to hold inr veneration the original
rulers and patrons of the Order of Masonry, and
their regular successors, supreme and subordinate,
according to their stations; and to submit to the
award and resolutions of your brethren in general
chapter convened, in every case consistent with the
constitutions of the Order. :

VI. You agree to avoid private piques and
quarrels, and to guard against intemperance and
excess. o . 3

VII. You agree to be cautious in carriage and
behaviour, courteous to your brethren, and faithful
to the lodge. : T

VIII. You promise to respect genuine brethren,
and to discountenance impostors, and all dissenters
from the original plan of the Institution.

. IX. You agree to promote the general good of
society, to cultivate the social virtues, and to pro-
mgate the knowledge of the Art of Masonry, as

as your influence and ability can extend.

On the Master Elect signifying his assent to
these Charges, the Secretary proceedsto read the
following Regulations.: '

- I. You admit that it is not in the power of any
man, or body of men, to make innovation in the
body of Masonry. L

- II. You Yromise to pay homage to the Grand
Master for the time being, and to his Officers, when
duly installed; and strictly to conform to .every.
edict of the Grand Lodge, or General Assembly of
Masons, that is not subversive of the principles and

und work of Masonry. . .

I1L. You promise regularly to attend the com.-
mittees and communications of the Grand Lodge,
on receiving praper notice ; and to pay obedience.

-
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to the duties of the "Order. on all'convenient oeca-
sions.

. IV. You admit that no new Lodge can be
formed without permission of the Grand Master
or his Deputy ; nor any countenance given to any
irregular Lodge, or to any person clandestinely
initiated therein. o .
~ V. You admit that no person can be initiated
into Masonry in, or admitted member of, the re-
gular Lodge, without previous notice, and due in-
quiry into his character.

VI. You-agree that no visitors* shall be received
into the Lodge without passing under due exami-
nation, and producing proper vouchers of a regular
initiation. .

~ These are the Regulations of the Grand Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons.

The Grand Master then addresses the Master
Elect in the following manner: ¢ Do you submit
to those Charges, and promise to support those
Regulations, as Masters have done in- all ages be-
fore you ?’ '

* At a Quarterly Communication, held at Freemason’s Hall, on
Wednesday, June 2d, 1819, “ A Report from the Board of General
Purposes was-read ; in which it was stated that a complaint bad
been preferred against a Lodge in London, for having refused Ad-
mission to some Brethren who were well known to them, alleging
that, as the Lodge was about to initiate a Candidate, no Visitor
could be udmitted until that ceremony was concluded. The several
Parties having attended the Board, it appeared that the Officers of
the Lodge complained against, had acted under an erroneous Opinion
of the General Laws, and not from any intention to infringe them
or the established Custom of the Craft, and they assured the Board
of their Anxiety at all Times to conform themselves to every Regu-
lation of the Grand Lodge, and that they should not again fall into
a similar Error. Whereupon, the Board REsoLvVED, That it is the
undoubted Right of every Mason, who is well known, or properly
vouched, to visitany Lodge during the Time it is opened for general
Masonic Business, observing the proper Forms to be attended to on
such Occasions, and so that the Master may not be- interrupted .in
the Performance of his Duty.” EDITOR,

E 2
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Having signified bis cordial submission, the

Grand Master thus salutes him :

- ¢ Brother A. B., in consequence of your cheerful
conformity to the Charges and Regulations of the
Order, I approve of you as Master of the Lodge
not doubting of your care, skill, and capacity.’

The new Master is then conducted to an ag acent
room, where he is regularly installed,® and bound
to his trust in ancient form, in the presence of at
least three installed Masters. ) '

On his return to the Lodge, the new Master is
conducted by the [Grand] Stewards to the left hand
of the Grand Master, where he is invested with the
badge of bhis office, and the warrant of constitution
is delivered over to him in form ; after which the
Sacred Law, with the square and compasses, the
constitutions, the minute-book, the rule and line,
the trowel, the chisel, the mallet, the moveable and
immoveable jewels, and all the insignia of his dif-
ferent Officers, are separately presented to him,
with suitable charges to each.} Y—Ie is then chaired

* This part of the ceremony can only be orally communicated ;
nor can any but installed Masters be present—EDiToR.

+ The same ceremony and charges attend every succeeding in-
stallation.

For the accommodation of Brethren, whose distance from the me-
tropolis may deprive them of gaining the necessary instruction in
this important rite, we shall bere insert a few moral observations on
the instruments of Masonry, which are usually presented to the
Master of the Lodge at installation. .

The various implements of the profession, emblematical of our
conduct in life, are upon this occasion carefully enumerated.

"¢ The Rule directs, that we should punctually observe our duty;
press forward in the path of virtue, and, neither inclining to the
ght nor to the left, in all our actions have Eternity in view.
¢ The Line teaches the criterion of moral rectitude, to avoid dis-
simulation in conversation and action, and to direct our steps in the
path which leads to immortality.
~ ¢ The Trowel teaches, that nothing can be united without pro-
per cement, and that the perfoction of the building must depend
on the suitable disposition of the cement ; so Charity, the bond of
perfectiou and social union, must link separate minds and separate
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amid the acclamations of the Brethren; after which
he returns his becoming acknowledgments to the
Grand Master, and the acting Officers, in order.
‘The members of the new Lodge then advance in
procession, pay due homage to the new Master,*

interests; that, like the radii of a circle, which extend from the
_ centre to every part of the circamference, the principle of universat
benevolerce may be diffused to every member of the commaunity. .

“The Chisel demonstrates the advantages of discipline and edu-
cation. The mind, like the diamond, in its original state, is unpo-
lished ; but as the effects of the chisel on the external coat soon
presents fo view the latent beauties of the diamond, so education
discovers the latent virtues of the mind, and draws them forth to
range the large field of matter and space, in order to display the
summit of human knowledge, our duty to God and to man,

“ The Plymb admonishes to walk upright in our station, to hold
the scale of justice in equal poise, to observe the just medium be-
tween intemperance and pleasure, and to make our passions and
Drejudices coincide with the line of our duty. R

¢ The Level demonstrates, that we are descended from the same
stock, partake of the same nature, and share the same hope ; und
that thongh distinctions among men are necessary to preserve sub-
‘ordination, yet no eminence of station can make us forget that we
are brethren, and that he who is placed on the lowest spoke of
Fortune’s wheel may be entitled to our regard; because a time
will come, and the wisest knows not how soon, when all distinc-
tions, but that of goodness, shall cease ; and Death, the grand le-
veller of human greatness, reduce us to the same state.,

. ¢ The Square teaches us to regulate our actions by rule and line,

:nd to harmonize our conduct by the principles of morality and
irtue.

~ “The Compasses teach us to limit our duty in every station

that, rising to eminence by merit, we may live respected, and die

ot

“ The Mallet teaches ns to lop off excrescences, and smooth sur-
faces; or, in other words, to correct irregularities, and reduce man
to a proper level ; so that, by quiet deportment, he may, in the
school of discipline, learn to be content. What the Mallet is to the
workman, enlightened reason is to the passions; it curhs ambition,
-depresses envy, moderates anger, and encourages good dispositions ;
whence arises that comely order,

Which nothing earthly gives, or can destroy, -
The soul’s calm sunshine, and the heart-felt joy.”"

* ¢ No brother shall continue in the office of Master for more
then two years in succession, uuless by a dispensation, which may
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and signify their sul;jection and obedience by thé

usual salutations in the three Degrees. .

This ceremony being concluded, the new Master
enters immediat%l&' on the duties of his office, by
appointing his Wardens, who are separately con-
ducted to the pedestal, presented to the Grand
Master, and installed®* by the Grand Wardens;
after which he} proceeds to invest them with their
badges of office in the following manner :

¢ Brother C. D., I appoint you Senior Warden
of the Log'ge: and invest you with the ensign of
office.} our regular attendance on our stated
meetings is essentially necessary; as, in my ah-

be granted by the Grand Master, or the provincial Grand Master in
cases of real necessity ; but he may be again elected after he has
been out of that office one year.”” (Consrt. Art. 4. p.78.) The
operation of this law was expounded at a quarterly communication,
March 5, 1817, when, ¢ A report from the Board of General Pur-
poses was read, stating, that a memorial had been presented to the
Board, by two of the Past-masters of the Lodge, No. 82, repre-
senting that the suid Lodge had, in November last, re-elected a
brother to fill the chair, as Master, for the current year, who had
been in that office during the years 1815 and 1816, and which re-
election the memorialists considered to be contrary to the law of the
Grand Lodge, Article 4, p. 78, of the Book of Constitutions. They,
therefore, submitted that such re-election ought to be declared void,
and the Lodge be directed to proceed to the election of another
Master. That the hoard having heard the arguments of the several
parties, after much deliberation, Resolved, that in the opinion of
the board, the said election was legal under the law above quoted.
The Board, bowever, were of opinion, that the memorialists were
prompted to present their memorial, by a desire only of obtaining a
decision on so material a question, and in regard to which a diver-
sity of opinions had prevailed in the Craft.”—EpiToR. )

* The Master and Wardens are installed as the representatives of
all the Master-masons who are absent. o '

+ When the Grand Master and his officers atlend to constitute
a new Lodge, the D.G.M. usually invests the Master, the Grand
Wardens invest the Wardens, the Grand Treasurer and Grand Se-
cretary invest the Treasurer and Secretary, and the Grand Stewards
the Stewanrds. i ;

1 Here specify its moral excellence,
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sence, you are to rule the Lodge; and, in-my pre-
sence, to assist me in thc government of it. I
firmly rely -on your knowletglge of the Art, and
attachment to the Lodge, for the faithful discharge
of the duties of the office.’ '
¢ Brother E. F., I appoint you Junior Warden
of the Lodge; and invest you with the badge of
office. To you I entrust the examination of visitors,
and the introduction of candidates. Your regular
and punctual attendance is particularly requested ;
and I bave no doubt that you will faithfully execute
every duty which you owe to your present appoint-
ment. . R A
- The new Master then addresses the Wardens
together: - Lo
¢ Brother Watdens, you areboth too expert in the
principles of Masonry, to require much information
as to the duties of your respective offices: suffice it
to mention, that what you have seen fPrai’sew,orthy
in others, it is expected you will carefully imitate:
and what in them may to you have appeared de-
fective, you will in yourselves amend. Good order
and regularity you must endeavour to promote;
and, by a due regard to the laws in your own
conduct, enforce obedience to. them in the conduct
of others.’ : N o '
The Wardens retiring to their seats, the Trea-
surer* is next invested. The Secretary is then
called to the pedestal, and invested with the jewel
of his office; upon which the new Master thus
addresses him : T » -
¢ I appoint you, Brother G. H., Secretary of the
Lodge. It is your province to record the minutes,
and issue out the summonses for the regular meet¢
ings. Your good inclinations to Masonry and the

Lo:l This officer is not appointed by the Master, but elected by the
ge. . | . ;
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-Lodge will, no doubt, induce you to discharge the
duties of the office with fidelity ; and by so doing
ou will merit the esteem anJ applause of your
rethren.’
The Deacons* are then named, and invested ; on
which the Master addresses them as follows:
¢ Brothers 1. K. and L. M., I appoint you Dea-
.cons of the Lodge. It is your province to attend
on the Master, and to assist the Wardens in the
active duties of the Lodge; such as in the recep-
tion of candidates into the different Degrees, and
-in the immediate practice of our rites. Those
columns,+ the badges of your office, I entrust to
your care, not doubting. your vigilance and atten-
tion. : :
" The next officer appointed is, the Inner Guard,
whom the new Master addresses thus: -
¢ Brother N., I appoint you Inner Guard of the
Lodge. Your duty is, to admit Masons on proof,
‘to receive candidates in due form, and to obey the
- commands of the junior Warden.’ o
The Stewards! are next called up, and invested ;
:upon which the following charge is delivered to them
‘by the new Master: . o
.~ ¢Brothers O. P. and Q. R., I appoint you
Stewards of the Lodge. The duties of your office
-are, to introduce visitors, and see that they ‘are
~properly accommodated; to collect subscriptions
andp:ther fees, and keep an exact account of the
‘lodge expenses. Your regular and early attend-
ance will afford the best proof of your zeal and
-attachment.’ -

. % The Deacons are the acting Deputies of the Wardens, and
_Representatives of all the absent Craftsmen.

" 4 When the work of Masonry in the Lodge is carrying om, the
column of the Senior Deacon is raised ; when the Lodge is at re-
freshment, the column of the Junior Deacon is raised.

1 The Stewards are assistants to the Deacons, and the represen-
atives of all the absent Entered Apprentices. -
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The new Master then appoints the Tyler, and
delivers over to him the instrument of his office,
with a short charge on the occasion ; after which
‘he addresses the Members of the Lodge as follows:

¢ BRETHREN, )

¢Such is the nature of our constitution, that as
some must of necessity rule and teach, so others
must of course learn-to submit and obey. Humi-
lity, in both, is an essential duty. The Brethren
whom I have appointed to assist me in the govern-
ment of the Lodge, are too well acquainted with
the principles of Masonry, and the rules of-
manners, to extend the power with which they are
entrusted ; and you are too sensible of the pro-
priety of their appointment, and of too generous
dispositions, to envy their preferment. From the
knowledge I have of both Officers and Members,
I trust that we shall have but one aim—to please
each other, and unite in the great design of com-
municating happiness.’ o

The Grand Master gives the Brethren joy of
their Officers, recommends harmony, and expresses
-a wish that the only contention in the Lodge may
be, a generous emulation to vie in cultivating the
royal Art, and the moral virtues. The Lodge then
{,Ims in the general salute, and the newly installed

aster returns thanks to the Grand Master for the
honour of the Constitution.

The Grand Secretary proclaims the new Lodge
-three times ; with the honours of Masonry, and a
flourish of horns, each time : after which the Grand
Master orders the Lodge to be registered in the
Grand Lodge books, and the Grand Secretary to
notify the same to the regular Lodges.

A song with a chorus, accompanied by the music,
concludes the ceremony of Constitution, and the
Lodge is ¢losed with the usual solemnities in the

E 3
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three Degrees by the Grand Master and his Officers ;
after which the procession is resumed, and returns
to the apartment whence it set out.

This is the usual ceremony at the Constitution
of a new Lodge, which the Grand Master may
abridge, or extend, at pleasure; but the material
points are on no account to be omitted.

The Ceremony observed at laying the Foundation-
Stones of Public Structures, &c. by the M. W.
Grand Master.

This ceremony is conducted by the Grand Master
and his Officers, assisted by the Members of the
Grand Lodge only. No private Mason, or inferior
officer of any Lodge, can be admitted to join in
the ceremony. Provincial Grand Masters are
authorized to execute this duty in their separate
provinces, when they are accompanied by their
officers, and the Master and Wardens of the regular
Lodges under their jurisdiction; but the Chief
M::f;lstrate and civil officers of the place where the
building is to be erected must be invited to attend
on the occasion. The ceremony is thus conducted :

The Grand Lodge having been opened at a
convenient place, and the necessary directions and
instructions given, it is adjourned. The Brethren,
‘being in their proper clothing and jewels, and
wearing white gloves, the procession moves in the
following order, viz:

Two Grand Tylers, with Drawn swords ;
Music:

Brethren, not memkbers of any lodge, two and two.
The lodges, according to their numbers;
Juniors going first ;

Members of Grand Stewards’ Lodge ;
Officers of Grand Stewards’ Lodge ;
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Architect or BuiMer, with the Mallet;
: ' Grand Organist ;
Granid Superintendant of Works, with the plan §
Grand Director of Ceremonies 3
Grand Deacons ;
Grand Secretary, with Book of Constitutions, on a Cushion;
" Grand Registrar, with his bag ;
Grand Treasurer with his staff;
’ Grand Chaplain;
Past Grand Wardens;
Past Provincial Grand Masters ;
Provincial Grand Masters;
Past Deputy Grand Masters;
Visitors of Distinction 3
Junior Grand Warden, with Plumb ;

Ste s Standard of the Grand Lodge ; Steward

with wand. b > with wand.
- Senior Grand Warden, with Level ;
Steward Volume of the Sacred Law, Square, Steward
with wand. { and compasses on a velvet cushion. § with wand.
Deputy Grand Master, with Square ; ‘

Steward - . Steward
wit ard }Standard of the Grand Master; { watoward
Grand Sword Bearer ;

MosT WoRSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER ;
Two Stewards with wands ;
Graud Tyler, with drawn sword.®

* These processions are conducted with much greater splendour ob
the continent; although it is much to be doubted whether an aug-
mented degree of pomp be more consistent with real dignity than the
slmple ceremonies which the wisdom of our governors has prescribed
and sanctioned by the efficacy of their own example. . The superior
Officers of foreign Lodges wear splendid robes of silk and velvet, of
‘the three pure colours, decorated with gold and precious stones.
T copy from a ritual of Helvetian ceremonies in my possession, some
other attendant circumstances, which are calculated to swell out the
gorgeous magnificence of a Masonic procession. ¢ The great
Master walks under a purple, blue and crimson canopy, with fine
linen and bells. The staves of his canopy are four or eight, which
are borne by Master Masons, of the oldest Lodge present. On the
right band of the Great Master is a sword bearer, and on his left
hand is a sword bearer. Before the Great Master is a standard, and
behind him is a standard. All Masters of .Lodges present are under
blue canopies, each borne by four Master Masons of his own com-
pany. The canopies are six feet long, and three feet broad: the
staves are six feet long ; the frame work is of cedar, or pine or box
wood ; the covering hangs down not less thap. three feet on each
side, and in the front likewise. In the middle of the procession is
carried the Ark, covered over with the veil of blue, purple, and
crimsob, by four of the oldest Masons present.”’—EDITOR. .
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Having arrived within a proper distance of the
:ﬁot, the procession halts, the Brethren open to
e right and left, so as to leave room for the
Grand Master to pass up the centre ; he being pre-
ceded by his Standard, and Sword Bearer, the
Grand Officers and Brethren following in succes-
sion from the rear, so as to ihvert the order of the
rocession. The Grand Master having arrived at
is station, on a platform, an ode is sung or music
played (as previouslry arranged). 'The stone being
prepared, and the plate with the proper inscription,
the upper part of the stone is raised by an engine ;
the Grand Chaplain repeats a prayer; and the
Grand T'reasurer having, by the Grand Master’s
command, deposited on the plate various coins of
the present reign, the cement is laid on the lower
stone, and the upper one is laid down slowly, so-
lemin music playing. Bein%I properly placed, the
Grand Master d);scends to the stone, proves that
it is properly adjusted, by the plumb-rule, level,
and square, which are successively delivered to
him by the Junior Grand Warden, Senior Grand
‘Warden, and Deputy Grand Master ; after which
the Architect or Builder delivers to him the mal-
let, 'with which the Grand Master gives three
knocks. The Grand Master then delivers to the
architect or builder the several implements for his
use. The plan and elevation of the building are
presented by the Grand Superintendant of the
works to the Grand Master, for his inspection ;
‘and, having approved them, he gives them to the
architect for his guidance. The Grand Master
reascends the platform, music playing. An ora-
tion suitable to the occasion is delivered. Some
‘money for the workmen is placed on the stone by
the Grand Treasurer.*
_®1f the building be for a charitable institution, @ voluntary subs
scription is made in aid of its funds. e . :
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The procession-then returns to the place from
which it set out, and the Lodge is closed.

The'Cerenumg observed at the Dedication of
Masons’ Halls.

On the da{y appointed for the celebration of the
ceremony of Dedication, the Grand Master and
his Officers, accompanied by all the Brethren who
‘are members of the Grand Lodge, meet in a con-
venient room adjoining to the place where the cere-
mony is to be performed ; and the Grand Lodge is
opened, in ample form, in all the Degrees. The
order of procession. being read by the Grand Se-
cretary, and a general charge respecting propriety
of behaviour given by the De{)luty Grand Master,
the lodge is adjourned, and the procession formed
as follows : . . .
: Two Tylers, with drawn swords ;
Music;
Members of the Grand Lodge, two and two;
A Tyler in his uniform ;
Past Grand Stewards;
Grand Tyler;
Present Grand Stewards, with while rods;
Secretary of the Steward’s Lodge ;
Wardens of the Steward’s Lodge ;
Master of the Steward’s Lodge ;
: Choristers ;
One Brother carrying a gold Pitcher, containing corn;
Two Brethren, with Silver Pitchers, containing wine and oil ;
Four Tylers carrying the Lodge, covered with white satin ;
: Architect
Grand Sword-bearer, with sword of state ;
Grand Secretary, with his bag;
Grand Treasurer, with his staff; .
Bible,* Square, and Compasses, on a crimson velvet cushion; .
carried by the Master of a Lodge, who is
supported by two Stewards ;

* Where the Bible is mentioned, it applies to whatever is consi-
dered to be the law of God, R oo
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Grand Chaplain ;
Previncial Grand Masters;
Past Grand Wardens ;
Past Deputy Grand Masters ;
Past Grand Masters ;
Chief Magistrate and Civil Officers of the Place ;
Two large lights;
Grand Wardens ;
Ouae large light 3
Deputy Grand Master ;
Constitutions, carried by the Master of the oldest Lodge ;
GRAND MASTER;
Two Stewards close the procession.

The ladies are then introduced, and the musi-
cians repair to their station. On the procession
reaching the Grand Master’s chair, the Grand Offi-
cers are separately proclaimed according to rank,
as they arrive at that station; and on the Grand
Master’s being groclaimed, the music strikes up,
and continues during the procession three times
round the Hall. The Lodge is then placed in the
centre, on a crimson velvet couch ;* and the Grand

* The Helvetian ritual, already referred to, contains some good
remarks relative to the furniture of a Lodge, which may be usefully
inserted in this place. ¢ A good lodge may be well known by its
ornaments; in many Lodges all sons of decorations are beaped
together without the slizhtest attention to propriety. There should
be no picture, statue, nor emblem of heathen deities; no bust, pic-
ture or statue of the heathen philosopbers. The proper images or
emblems are to be taken from the Bible, and the Bihle only; as it
coatains the authentic records of ancient Masonry. Paintings of
figures, 10 represent the virtues or properties of the mind, such as
Charity, &c., are ia bad taste. The decorations should be Masonic
emblems, intersecting riengles, {§ , square and compass, &c. These,
if properly managed, can be made bighly onamental. A picture
of Solomon, or Moses, would be appropnate. A marble slab, con-
taining the names of the founders of the Lodze, and the date,
should be let into the north wall. Window curtains, as in rooms,
there are node ; but one great curtain, very thick, draws across all
the windows, along a brass rod, on brass rinzs. There is no valance,
or fringe, or otber ornament. The colour of the curtain is purple,
crimon, and blue, in alterpate stripes: each stripe the common
breadth of moreen, or otber stuff furniture. The curtain is made
of woollen, and not of linen. Silk may be usal f worsted is not
liked, but o cottoa or linen ; the lining is blsck. The Mastes’s
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Master having taken the chair, under a canopy of
state, the Grand Officers, and the Master and
Wardens of the Lodges, repair to the places which
- have been previously prepared for their reception :
The three great lights, and the gold and silver
pitchers, with the corn, wine, and oil, are placed
on the Lodge, at the head of which stands the
pedestal, on which is laid a crimson velvet cushion,
with the Sacred Law, open, the Square and Com-
Ppasses put thereon, and the Constitution Roll. An
anthem is then sung, and an exordium on Masonry
delivered : after which, the Architect, addressing
the Grand Master, returns thanks for the honour
conferred on him, and surrenders up the imple-
ments which had been entrusted to his care at Ely-
ing the Foundation Stone. The Grand Master
expresses his approbation of the Architect’s con-
duct; an ode in honour of Masonry is sung, accom-
panied by the band ; and the ladies retire, as do
also such of the musicians as are not Masons.

The Lodge is then tiled, and the business of
Masonry resumed. The Grand Secretary informs
the Grand Master, that it is the design of the Fra-
ternity to have the Hall dedicated to Masonry ; he
then erders the Grand Officers to assist in the cere-
paony ; during which the organ continues playing
solemn music, excepting only at the intervals of
Dedication. The Lodge being uncovered, the first
procession is made round it ; and the Grand Mas-
ter having reached the East, the organ is silent, and
he proclaims the Hall duly dedicated to Masoxzy,

throne is on three steps. Behind it should be a screen, three sides
of o square, and higher than bis head when seated. This screen
should be painted by a cunning Mason, with a death’s head, inter-
secting triangles and @, in white, as the ground of the screen is
black, or a dark purple. Facing the master’s throne is an organ,
or a gallery for singers and musicians who are brothers ; and be-
hind the throne, at the end of the Lodge, and high up in the ceiling,
should be a well toned bell, or Indian gong.”’—EDITOR.
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IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT J£HOVAH, TO WHOM
BE ALL GLORY AND HONOUR; upon which the
Chaplain strews corn over the Lodge. The organ
plays, and the second procession is made round
the Lodge ; when, on the Grand Master’s arrival
at the East, the organ is silent, and he declares the
Hall dedicated, as before, to VIRTUE ; on which
the Chaplain sprinkles wine on the Lodge. The
organ plays, and the third procession is made round
the Lodge ; when, the Grand Master having reached
the East, and the music being silent, the Hall is
dedicated to UNIVERsAL BENEVOLENCE ; upon
which the Chaplain dips his fingers in the oil, and
sprinkles it over the Lodge ; and at each period of

edication the grand honours are given. A solemn
invocation is then made, and an anthem sung; after
which, the Lodge being covered, the Grand Master
retires to his chair, and the business of Masonry is
adjourned.

The ladies are again introduced ; an ode for the
‘occasion is performed ; and an oration delivered by
the Grand Chaplain, which is succeeded by an an-
them. Donations for the charity are then col-
lected, and the grand procession is resumed. After
marching three times round the Hall, preceded by
the Tylers carrying the Lodge as at entrance, and
the music continuing to play a grand piece, the
Brethren return to the place whence they set out ;
where, the laws of the Order being rehearsed, .the
Grand Lodge is closed in ample form in all the
Degrees. , .



- OF MASONRY. ' 89
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The Ceremony observed at Funerals, according to
ancient Custom ; with the Service used on that
Occasion.

No Mason can be interred with the formalities of
the Order, unless it be at his own special request,
communicated to the Master of the Lodge of which
he died a member: forcigners and sojourners ex-
cepted ; nor unless he has been advanced to the
Third Degree of Masonry, from which restriction
-there can be no exception. Fellow-crafts, or ap-
prentices, are not entitled to the funeral obse-
quies.’

The Master of the Lodge having received notice
‘of a Master-mason’s death, and of his request to
be interred with the ceremonies of the Order,* he

* By an express law of the Grand Lodge, it is enacted, ¢ That
no regular Mason do atlend any funeral, or other public® proces-
sion, clothed with the badges and ensigns of the Order, unless a
dispensation for thut purpose has been obtained from the Grand
Master, or his Deputy ; under the penalty of forfeiting all the rights
and privileges of the Society ; and of being deprived of the benefit
of the general fund of charity, should he be reduced to want,”

Dispensations for public processions are seldom granted but upon
very particular occasions ; it cannot, therefore, be thought that
these will be very frequent, er that regular Masons will be induced
‘to infringe an established law by attending those which are not pro-
perly authorised. Many public parades under this character have
been made of late years; but these have not received the sanction
of the Grand Master, or the countenance of any regular Masoa
conversant with the laws of the Society. Of this the Public may
be convinced, when they advert to the circumstance, that the repu-
tation of the whole Fraternity would be at risk by irregularity on
such an occasion. It cannot be imagined, that the Grand Master,
who is generally of Noble or Royul birth, would either so far de-
grade the dignity of his office, or the character of the Society at
large, as to grant a dispensation for a public procession upon so

. ® By public procession is meant a general convention of Masous for the
purpose of making a public app R
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fixes the day and hour for the funeral, and issues
his command to summon the Lodge; if Brethren
from other Lodges are expected to attend, he must
make application through the Grand Secretary to
the Grand Master, or his Deputy, for a dispensa-
tion, to enable him to supply the place of the Grand
Master at such funeral, and to regulate the pro-
cession, which is to be solely under his direction ;
and all the Brethren present must be properly
clothed.*

trifling an occasion as a private benefit at a playhouse, tea-garden,
or other place of public resort ; where neither the interest of the
Fraternity, nor the general good, can be concerned ; and which,
though it may be of some private advantage, can never redound to
the credit of Masonry, or the honour of its patrons,

The above law was planned to put a stop to mixed and irregular
conventions of Masons, and {o prevent them from exposing to de-
rision the insignia of the Order, by parading through the streets on
animportant occasions ; it was not intended, however, to restrict
the privileges of any regular Lodge, or to encroach on the legal
prerogative of any installed Master. By the universal practice of
Masons, every regular Lodge is authorised by the Constitution to
act on such occasions, when limited to its own members, if the
Society at large be not dishonoured; and every installed Master is
sufficiently empowered by the Constitution, without any other au-
thority, to convene and govern his own lodge on any emergency, at
the funeral of its own members, or on any occasion in which the
honour of the Society is concerned ; he being always amenable
to the Grand Lodge for misconduct. But when Brethren from
other Lodges are convened, who are not subject to his control, in
that case a particular dispensation is required from the Grand Mas-
ter, or his Deputy, who are the only General Directors of Masons.
The Master of the Lodge will never issue a summons for a public
appearance of the Lodge on a trifling occasion, or without appro-
bation ; well knowing that he is amenable to the General Assembly
for his conduct, and, by the charges of his office, must submit to
their award; should he, however, be so imprudent asto act on
this occasion improperly, the Brethren of the Lodge are warranted
by the laws to refuse obedience to his summons ; but they are also
-amenable to the Grand Lodge for contumacy.

* All the Brethren who walk in procession should observe, as
much as possible, an uniformity in their dress. Decent mourning,
-with white stockings, gloves, and aprons, is most suituble and be-
ooming. No person should be distinguished by a jewel, who is not
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. The dispensation being obtained, the Master may
invite as many Lodges as he thinks proper, and the
members of those Lodges may accompany their
officers in form; but the whole ceremony must be
under the direction of the Master of the Lodge to
which the deceased: belonged, for which purpose
only the dispensation is granted ; and he and his
officers must be duly honoured, and cheerfully
obeyed, on the occasion, as the representative,
for the time being, of the Grand Master, or his
Deputy.

The Fureral Service.®

The Brethren being assembled at the place where the body of the
deceased lies, the Master of the Lodge to which be belonged opens
the lodge in the Third Degree, with the usual forms, and an anthem
is sung. The body being placed in the centre on a couch, and the
coffin in which it is laid being uncovered, the Master proceeds to the
head of the corpse, and the service hegins.

MasTER. ¢ What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death?
shall he deliver his soul from the band of the grave ? .

¢ Man walketh in a vain shadow, he heapeth up riches, and cannot
tell who shall gather them. :

¢ When he dieth, he shall carry nothing away ; his glory shall not
descend after bim.

¢ Naked he came into the world, and naked he must return : the
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away : blessed be the name of
the Lord!”

The grand honours are then given, and certain forms used, which
cannot be here explained. Solemn music is introduced, during
which the Master strews herbs or flowers over the body ; and, taking
the saAcrED ROLL in his hand, he says, )

¢ Pet us die the death of the righteous,and let our last end be like
his !

The Brethren answer,

¢God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide even
unto death !’ ‘ ;

an officer of one of the Lodges invited to attend in form ; and all
the officers of such lodges should be ornamented with sashes and hat-
bands; as also the officers of the lodge to whom the dispensation is
granted, who are, moreover, to be distinguished with white rods.

@ I retain the funeral service as prescribed by Brother Preston, though I
greatly doubt whether it could be consistently performed. EpiToR.
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The Master then puts the moLL into the coffin, and says,

¢ Almighty Father! into thy hands we commend the soul of our
Joving Brother I’ : :

The Brethren answer three times, giving the grand honours each

time,

< The will of God is accomplished ! So beit!’

The Master then repeats the following prayer 2

¢ Most glorious God ! Author of allgood, and Giver of all mercy !
pour down thy blessings upon us, and strengthen all our solemn
engagements with the ties of fraternal affection! May the present
instance of mortality remind us of our approaching fate ; and draw
our attention to Thee, the only refuge in time of need! that when
the awful moment shall arrive that we are about to quit this
transitory scene, the ' enlivening prospect of thy mercy may dispel
the gloom of death; and that, after our departure hence in peace,
and in thy favour, we may be received into thine everlasting king-
dom, and there enjoy, in union with the souls of our departed friends,
the just reward of a pious and virtuous life! Amen.’

An anthem being sung, the Master retires to the pedestal, and the
coffin is covered. An oration, suitable to the occasion, is then de-
livered ; and the Master recommending love and unity, the Brethren
join hands, and renew to each other their pledged vows. The lodge
}sthe:d adjourned, and the procession to the place of interment is
formed :

The different lodges rank according to seniority, the junior pre-
ceding ; und each lodge forms one division. The following order is
‘then observed : :

The Tyler, with his sword 3
The Stewards, with white rods;
The Brethren, out of office, two and two ;
The Secretary, with a roll ;
The Treasurer, with his badge of office ;
The Senior and Junior Wardens, hand in hand ;
The Past Master ;
. The Master;
The Lodge to which the deceased Brother belonged, in the
following order; all the members having
flowers or herbs in their hands ;
The Tyler ; .
"The Stewards;
Martial Music, [Drums muffled, and Trumpets covered] §
The Members of the Lodge :
The Secretary and Treasurer 5
The Sevior and Junior Wardens ;
. The Past Master ; B
The Holy Writings, on & cushion, covered with black cloth,
’ carried by the oldest Member of the Lodge ; -
The Master;
The Choristers, singing ananthem ;
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The Clergyman ;
£ The BODY, ]
5 | withthe regalia E
& placed thereon, | R
= |Jundtwoswords] —
& crossed ; &

Chief Mourner ;
Assistant Mourners 3
Two Stewards;

A Tyler.

- One or two lodges advance, before the procession begins, to the
church-yard, to prevent confusion, and make the necessary prepara-
tions. The Brethren are not to desert their ranks, or change places,
but keep in their different departments. When the procession
arrives at the gate of the church-yard, the lodge to which the de-
eeased Brother belonged, the mourners, and attendants on the corpse,
halt, till the members of the other lodges have formed a circle
round the grave; when an opening is made to receive them. They
then advance to the grave ; and the clergyman and officers of the
acting lodge taking their station at the head of the grave, with the-
choristers on each side, and the mourners at the foot, the service is
resumed, an anthem sung, and the following exhortation given,
- ¢ Here we view a striking instance of the uncertainty of life, and
the vanity of all human pursuits. The last offices paid to the dead
are only useful as lectures to the living ; from them we are to derive
instraction, and consider every solemnity of this kind, as a sum-.
mons to prepare for our approaching dissolution.
¢ Notwithstanding the various mementos of mortality with which:
we duily meet, notwithstanding Death bas established his empire
over all the works of Nature, yet, through some unaccountable in-
fatuation, we are apt to forget that we are born to die. .We go on
from one design to another, add hope to hope, and lay out plans for
the employment of many years, till we are suddenly alarmed with:
the approach of Death when we least expect him, and at an hour
which, amidst the gaieties of life, we probably conclude to be the
meridian of our existence.
¢ What are all the externals of majesty, the pride of wealth, or
eharms of beauty, when nature has paid ber just debt? Fix your
eyes on the last scene; view life stript of her ornaments, and ex-
posed in ber natural meanness; you will then be convinced of the.
fatility of those empty delusions. 1In the: grave all fallacies are
detected, all ranks levelled, and all distinctions done away.
¢ While we drop the sympathetic tearover the grave of aur deceased
friend, let charity incline us to throw a veil over his foibles, what-.
ever they may have been, and not with-hold from his memory the
praise which his virtues may have claimed. Suffer the apologies of
buman nature to plead in his behalf. Perfection on earth has never
been attained; the wisest, as well as the best, of men, have erred.
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His meritorious actions it is our duty to imitate, and from his weak-
nesses we are to derive instruction.

¢Let the present example excite our most serious thoughts, and

en our resolution of amendment. Life being uncertain, and

all earthly pursuits vain, let us no longer postpone the important
concern of preparing for eternity ; but embrace the happy moment,
while time and opportunity offer, to provide against that great
change, when all the pleasures of the world shall cease to delight,
and the reflections of & virtuous conduct yield the only comfort end
consolation. Our expectations will not then be frustrated, nor shall
we be hurried, unprepared, into the presence of an all-wi;e and
powerful Judge, to whom the secrets of all hearts are known, and
from whose dread tribunal no culprit can escape.
+ ¢ Let us, while in this stage of existence, support with propriaty
the character of our profession, advert to the natare of our solemni.:
ties, and pursue with assiduity the sacred tenets of the Order: with
becoming reverence, let us supplicate the Divine protection, and
ensure the favour of that eternal Being, whose: goodness and powe:
know no bounds; and when the awful momeat arrives, that we are
about to take our departure, be it soon or late, may we be enabled
to prosecute our journey, without dread or apprehension, to that
far distant country from which no traveller returns, By the light
of the Divine countenance, we may pass, without trembling, through
those gloomy mansions where all things are forgotten ; and at the

t and tremendous day of trial and retribation, when arraigned
dt the bar of Divine Justice, we may hope that judgment will be
pronounced in our favour, and that we shall receive our reward, in
the possession of an immortal inheritance, where joy flows in one
coatinued stream, and no mound can check its course.’

The following invocations are then made by the Master, the
usual honours accompanying each:

MasTeR. ‘ May we be true and faithful ; and may we live and
~ disinlove !’

.. ANSWER. ¢ So mote it be.’

* MasteR. ¢ May we profess what is good, and always act agree-
ably to our profession !’

AnswER. ¢ So mote it be.’

- MASTER. ¢ May the Lord bless us and prosper us; and may all
ourgood intentions be crowned with success |’

Answer. ¢ So mote it be.’

‘The Secretaries then advance, and throw their rolls into the
grave with the usual forms, whlle the Master repeats, with an
audible voice,

‘G'lory be to God on high! on enrthpewe! good will towards
men !’

. AwswER. ¢ So mote it be, now, from_benceforth, and for ever-
more ?

- The -Master then concludes the ceremony at the grave in the fol-
lowing words:

. ¢From time immemonal it bas beén a culmm amongthe Frater-
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nity of free and accepted Masons, at the request of a Brother on his
death-bed, to accompany bis corpse to the place of interment ; and
there to deposit his remains with the usual formalities.

In conformity to this usage, and at the special request of our
deceased Brother, whose memory we revere, and whose loss we now
deplore, we are here assembled in the character of Masons, to resign
his body to the earth whence it came, and to offer up to his memory,
before the world, the last tribute of our fraternal affection ; thereby
demonstrating the sincerity of our past esteem, and our inviolable
attachment to the principles of the Order. .

¢ With all proper respect to the established customs of the country
in which we live, with due deference to our superiors in church and
state, and with unlimited good-will to all mankind, we bere appear
clothed as Masons, and publicly express our submission to order and
good government, and our wish to promote the general interests of
mankind. Invested with the badge of innocence, we humbly bow
to the universal Parent, implore his blessing on all our zealous
erideavours to extend peace and good-will, and earnestly pray for
l;iis grace to enable us to persevere in the principles of piety and

rtue.

¢ The great Creator having been pleased, out of his mercy, to re-
move our worthy Brother from the cares and troubles of this tran-
sitory life to a state of eternal duration, and thereby to weaken the
- chains by which we are united, man to man ; may we, who survive.
him, anticipating our approaching fate, be more strongly ce--
mented in the ties of union and friendship ; and during the short
space which is allotted to our present existence, wisely and use-
fully employ our time in the reciprocal intercourse of kind and
friendly acts, and mutually promote the welfure and happiness of
each other. i -

¢ Unto the grave we have resigned the body of ourdeceased friend,
there to remain until the general resurrection ; in favourable expeg-
tation that his immortal soul will then partake of the joys which
have been prepared for the righteous from the Beginning of -the
world : and may Almighty God, of his infinite goodness, at the
grand tribunal of unbiassed justice, extend his mercy toward
him, and all of us, and crown our hope with everlasting bliss,
in the expanded realms of a boundless eternity! This we heg,
for the honour of his Name, to whom be glory, now and for
ever. Amen.’

Thus the service ends; and, the usual honours being given, the.
procession returms in form to the pluce whence it set out, where the
pecessary duties are complied with, and the business of Masonry is
renewed, The regalia, and other ornaments of the deceased, if he
has been an officer of the lodge, are returned to the Master, with
the usual ceremonies ; after which the charges for regulating: the
conduct of the Brethren are rehearsed, and the lodge is closed in the
Third Degree with a blessing. )
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BOOK III

THE PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY EXPLAINED. .

SECT. I.

A Letter from the learned Mr. John Locke to- the
Right Hon. Thomas Earl of Pembroke, with an
- old Manuscript on the Subject of Free Masonry.

My Lord, 6th May, 1696.

I uave at length, by the help of Mr. Collins,
I)rocured a copy of that MS. in the Bodleian
ibrary, which you were so curious to see; and, in
obedience to your Lordship’s commands, I herewith
send it to you. Most of the notes annexed to it
are what I made yesterday for the reading of my.
Lady Masham, who is become so fond of Masonry,
as to say, that she now more than ever wishes her-.
self a man, that she might be capable of admission.
into the Fraternity. 4
- The MS. of which this is a copy, appears to be
about 160 years old; yet (as your Lordship will
observe by the title,) 1t is itself a copy of one yet
more ancient by about 100 years ; for the original’
is said to be the hand-wnting of K. Henry VI.
Where that prince had it, is at present an uncer-
tainty ; but 1t seems to me to be an examination
(taken perhaps before the king) of some one of the
brotherhood of Masons ; among whom he entered
himself, as it is said, when he came out of his mi-
nority, and thenceforth put a stop to a persecution
that had been raised against them : but I must not
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detain your Lordship longer by my preface from
the thing itself. :

I know not what effect the sight of this old paper
may have upon your Lordship; but for my own
part I cannot deny, that it has so much raised my
curiosity, as to induce me to enter myself into the
Fraternity, which I am determined to do (if I
may be admitted) the next time I go to London,
anc{ that will be shortly. I am, ' -

My Lorbp,
Your Lordship’s most obedient, .
and most humble servant,
JonN Lockk.

Certayne Questyons, with Answeres to the same, con-
cerning the Mystery of MAGONRYE ; writtene by
the hande of kynge HENRYE, the sixthe of the
name, and faithfullye copyed by me (1) JoHan
LEevianpE, Antiquarius, dy the commaunde of
his (2) Highnesse.

They be as followethe.

Quest. What mote yttbe? (3) .

Anxsw. Ytt beeth the skylle of nature, the under-
stondynge of the myghte that ys hereynne, and its
sondrye werkynges: sonderlyche, the skylle of

(1) Jonx LEYLANDE was appointed by Henry VIII. at the dis-
solution of monasteries, to search for, and save such.books and re-
cords as were valuable among them. He was a man of great labour
and industry.

’ (2) His HIGuNESSE, meaning the said King Henry VIII. Our
kings had not then the title of Majesty.

: (3) What mote ytt be?] That is, what may this mystery of

Masonry be? The answer imports. That it consists in natural, ma-

thematical, and mechanical knowledge. Some part of which (as

appears by what follows) the Masons pretend to have taught the

rest of mankind, and some part they still conceal. .

F
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reckenyngs,- of waightes and metynges, and the
true manere of fa(l;lonnynge al thyngs for mannes
use ; headlye, dwellinges, and buyldynges of alle
kindes, and all other thynges that make gudde to
manne.

Quest. Where dyd ytt begynne ?

Answ. Ytt dydd begynne with the (4) fiyrste
menne yn the este, whych were before the (5) ffyrste
menne of the weste; and comyinge westlye, ytt hathe
broughte herwyth alle comfzrtes to the wylde and
comfortlesse.

Quest. Who dyd brynge ytt westlye?

Axsw. The (6) Venetians, whoo beynge grate
merchaundes, comed ffyrste ffromme tl);e este ynn
Venetia, for the commodyte of merchaundysynge
beithe este and weste bey the redde and myddlonde
sees.

Quest. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde?

Axsw. Peter Gower (7), a Grecian, journeydde

(4) (5) Fyrste menne yn the este, &e.] It should seem by this,
{hat Masons believe there were men in the east before Adam, who
is called the ¢fiyrste manne of the weste;> and that arts and
sciences began inthe east. Some authors of great note for learn-
ing have been of the same opinion ; and it is certain that Europe
and Africa, (which, in respect to Asia, may be called western coun-
tries,) were wild and savage, long after arts and politeness of man-
ners were in great perfection in China and the Indies.

(6) The Venetians, &c.] In the times of monkish ignorance it
is no wonder that the Phenicians should be mistaken for the Vene-
tians. Or, perbaps, if the people were not taken one for the other,
similitude of sound might deceive the clerk who first took down
the examination. The Phenicians were the greatest voyagers
among the ancients, and were in Europe thought to be the inven-
tors of letters, which perhaps they broughtfrom the east with other

arts.

(7) Peter Gower.] This must be another mistake of the writer.
1 was puzzled at first to guess who Peter Gower should be, the
pame being perfectly English; or how a Greek should come by
such o name: But as soon as I thought of Pythagoras, I could-
scarce forbear smiling, to find that philosopher had undergone a
metempsychosis he never dreamt of. We need only consider the
French pronunciation of his name, Pythagore, that is, Petagore,
to conceive how easily such a mistake may be made by an unlearned
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ffor kunnyn n Egypte, and in Syria, and
everyche ylognede): wl%g;peas the Veng,tians hadde
plaunted macgonrye, and wynnynge entraunce yn
al lodges of magonnes, he lerned muche, and re-
tournedde, and woned yn Grecia Magna (8), wack-
synge and becommynge a myghtye (9) wyseacre,
and gratelyche renowned, and her he framed a
grate lodge at Groton (10), and maked manye ma-
gonnes, some whereoffe dyde journeye yn Fraunce
and maked manye magonnes; wherefromme, yn
processe of tyme, the arte passed in Engelonde.

Quest. Dothe Maconnes descouer here artes
unto odhers ? ~

Anxsw. Peter Gower, whenne he journeyede to
lerne, was ffyrste (11) made, and anonne tec{ledde;
evenne soe shulde all odhers beyn recht. Nathe-
less (12) magonnes hauethe alweys, yn everyche

clerk. That Pythagoras travelled for knowledge into Egypt, &c.
is known to all the learned ; and that he was initiated into several
different orders of priests, who in those days kept all their learning
secret from the vulgar, is as well known. Pythagoras also made
every geometrical theorem a secret, and admitted only such to the
knowledge of them as had first undergone a five years’silence. He
is supposed to be the inventor of the 47th proposition of the first
book of Euclid, for which, in the joy of his heart, it is said he sa-
crificed a hecatombh. He also knew the true system of the world,
lately revived by Copernicus; and was ¢ertainly & most wonderful
man, See his life by DioN. HaL,

(8) GRrEciA MAGNA, a part of Italy formerly so called, in which
the Greeks had settled a large colony.

(9) Wyseacre.] This word at present signifies simpleton, but
formerly had a quite contrary meaning. Wiseacre, in the old Suxon,
is philosopher, wiseman, or wizard ; and having been frequently
used ironically, at length came to have a direct meaning in the
ironicalsense. Thus Duns Scotus, a man famed for the subtilty and
acuteness of his understanding, has, by the same method of ironry,
given a general name to modern dunces.

(10) Groton.] Groton is the name of a place in England. The
place here meantis Crotona, a city of Grecia Magna, which in the
time of Pythagoras was very populous.

(11) Ffyrste made.] The word Mape I suppose has a particu-
lar meaning among the Masons; perhaps it signifies initiated.

(12) Magonnes haueth communycatedde, &c.] This paragraph
hath something remarkable init. It contains a justification of the

F 2
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tyme, from tyme to tyme, communycatedde to
mannkynde soche of her secrettes as generallyche
myghte be usefulle; they haueth keped back soche
aifein as shulde be harmfulle yff they comed yn
euylle haundes, oder soche as ne myghte be holp-
ynge wythouten the techynges to be joynedde her-
wythe mn the lodge, oder soche as do bynde the
freres more stronglyche togeder, bey the proffytte
and commodytye comynge to the confrerie her-
fromme.

Quest. Whatte artes haueth the Magonnes
techedde mankynde?

Axsw. The artes (13) agricultura, architectura,
astronomia, geometria, numeres, musica, poesie,
kymistrye, governmente, and relygyonne.

QuEest. Howe commethe Magonnes more teach-
ers than odher menne ?

Answ. The hemselfe haueth allein in (14) arte
of ffyndynge neue artes, whyche arte the ffyrste
macgonnes receaued from Godde; by the whyche:
they fyndethe what artes hem plesethe, and the treu
way of techynge the same. Whatt odher menne

secrecy so much boasted of by Masons, and so much blamed by
others ; asserting that they have in all ages discovered such'things
as might be useful, and that they conceal such only as would be
hurtful either to the world or themselves. What these secrets are
we see afterwards.

(13) The artes agricultura, &c.] It seems a bold pretence this
of the Masons, that they have taught mankind all these arts. They
have their own authority for it; and I know not how we shall dis-
prove them. But what appears most odd is, that they reckon
religion among the arts.

(14) Arte of ffyndynge neue artes.] The art of inventing arts,
must certainly be a most useful art. My Lord Bacon’s Novum
Organum is an attempt towards somewhat of the same kind. But
I much doubt, that if ever the Masons had it, they have now lost
it; since so few new arts have been lately invented, and so many are
wanted. Theidea I have of such an art is, that it must be some-
thing proper to be employed in all the sciences generally, as algebra
is in numbers, by the help of which, new rules of arithmetic are,
and may be found.
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doethe ffynde out, ys onelyche bey chaunce, and
herfore but lytel I tra.

Quest. What dothe the Magonnes concele and
“hyde?

yANSW. Thay concelethe the arte of ffyndynge
neue artes, and thatt ys for here owne proftytte,
and (15) preise: they concelethe the arte of kep-
ynge (16) secrettes, that soe the worlde mayeth no-
thinge concele from them. Thay concelethe the
arte of wunder-werckynge, and of foresayinge
thynges to comme, that so thay same artes may not
be usedde of the wyckedde to aneuyell ende.
Thay also concelethe the (17) arte of chaunges,
the wey of wynnynge the facultye (18) of Abrac, the
skylle of becommynge gude and parfyghte wyth-
outen the holpynges of fere and hope; and the
universelle (19) longage of Magonnes.

(15) Preise.] Itseems the Masons have great regard to the
reputation as well as the profit of their order; since they make it
one reason for not divulging an art in common, that it may do
honour to the possessors of it. I think in this particular they show
too much regard for their own society, and too little for the rest of
mankind.

(16) Arte of kepynge secrettes.] What kind of an art this is,
I can by no means imagine. But certainly such an art the Masons
must have: for thongh, as some people suppose, they should hava
no secret at all, even that must be a secret, which, being discovered,
would expose them to the highest ridicule ; and therefore it requires
the utmost caution to conceal it.

. (17) Arte of chaunges.] Iknow not what this means, unless
it be the transmutation of metals. .

(18) Facultye of Abrac.] Here I am utterly in the dark.

(19) Universelle longage of magonnes.] An universal language
has been much desired dy the learned of many ages. 1t is a thing
rather to be wished than hoped for. But it seems the Masons pre-
tend to have such a thing among them. If it be true, I guess it
must be something like the language of the Pantomimes among
the ancient Romans, who are said to be able, by signs only, to ex-
press and deliver any oration intelligibly to men of all nations and
languages. A man who has all these arts and advantages is cer-
tainly in a condition to be envied : but we are told that this is not
the case with all Masons ; for though these arts are among them,
and all havea right and an opportunity to know them, yetsome want
capacity, and others industry, to acquire them. However, of all
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Quest. Wylle he teche me thay same artes?

Axsw. Ye shalle be techedde yff ye be werthye,
and able to lerne.

QuEsT. Dothe all Magonnes kunne more then
odher menne? '

Axsw. Not so. Thay onlyche haueth recht and
occasyonne more then odher menne to kunne, butt
manye doeth fale yn capacity, and manye more
doth want industrye, that ys pernecessarye for the
gaynynge all kunnynge.

QuEesT. Are Magonnes gudder men then odhers?

ANsw. Some magonnes are not so virtuous as
some odher menne ; but, yn the most parte, thay
be more gude then they would be yf thay war not'
magonnes.

Quest. Dothe Maconnes love eidher odher
myghtylye as beeth sayde? :

Answ. Yea verylyche, and yt may not odher-
wise be : for gude menne and true, kennynge eidher
odher to be soche, doeth always love the more as
thay be more gude.*

[Here endethe the questyonnes, and awnsweres.]

their arts and secrets, that which I most desire to know is, ¢ The
skylle of becommynge gude and parfyghte;’ and I wish it were
communicated to all mankind, since there is nothing more true
than the beautiful sentence contained in the last answer, ¢ That the
better men are, the more they love one another:’> Virtue bhaving
in itself something so amiable as to charm the hearts of all that
bebold it,

* 4 GLossARY of antiquated Words in the foregoing Manuscript.

Alpcin, only Headlye, chiefly

Alweys, always Hem plesethe, they please
Beithe, both Hemselfe, themselves
Commodytye, conveniency Her, there, their
Confrerie, fraternity Hereynne, therein
Fagonnynge, forming Herwyth, with it
Foresayinge, prophesying Holpynge, beneficial

Freres, brethren Kunne, know
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SECT. IIL

Remarks on the preceding Manuscript, and on thé
Annotations of Mr. Locke.

Tais dialogue possesses a double claim to our
regard : first, for its antiquity ; and next, for the
notes added to it by Mr. Locke, who, though not

" at that time enrolled in the order of Masons, offers
very just conjectures on their history and tradi-
tions.

Every reader must feel a secret satisfaction in
the perusal of this ancient manuscript, especially
the true Mason, whom it more nearly concerns.
The recommendation of a philosopher of as great
merit and penetration as this nation ever produced,
added to the real value of the piece itself, must
give it a sanction, and render it deserving a serious
examination.

The conjecture of the learned annotator concern-
ing its being an examination taken before King
Henry of one of the Fraternity of Masons, is accu-
rate. The severe edict passed at that time against
the Society, and the discouragement given to the
Masons by the Bishop of Win(ﬁlester and his party,
induced that prince, in his riper years, to make a

Kunnynge, knowledge

Make gudde, are beneficial.

Metynges, measures

Mote, may

Myddlonde, Mediterranean

Myghte, power

Occasyonne, opportunity

Odher, other .

Onelyche, only

Pernecessarye, absolutely ne-
cessary

Preise, honour

Recht, right

Reckenyngs, numbers

Sonderlyche, particularly

Skylle, knowledge

Wackysnge, growing

Werck, operation

Wey, way

Whereas, where

Woned, dwelt

Wunderwerckynge, working
miracles

Wylde, savage

Wynnynge, gaining

¥nn, into.
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strict scrutiny into the nature of the masonic in-
stitution ; which was attended with the happy
circumstance of gaining his favour, and his pa-
tronage. Had not the civil commotions in the
kingdom during his reign attracted the notice of
government, this act would probably have been
rerealed, through the intercession of the Duke of
Gloucester, whose attachment to the Fraternity
was conspicuous.

Page 97. What mote ytt be?] Mr. Locke
observes, in his annotation on this question, that
the answer imports, Masonry consists of natural,
mathematical, and mechanical knowledge; some
part of which, he says, the Masons pretend to have
taught mankind, and some part they still conceal.
—The arts which they have communicated to the
world, are articu]arf;' specified in an answer to
one of the E)llowing questions ; as are also those
which they have restricted to themselves for wise

urposes.—Morality, however, might have been
included in this answer, as it constitutes a principal
part of the masonic system. . :

Page 98. Where dyd ytt begynne?] In the
annotation to the answer on this question, Mr.
LockE seems to suggest, that Masons believed
there were men in the east before Adam, which is
indeed a mere conjecture. This opinion may be
countenanced by some learned authors; but Ma-
sons comprehend the true meaning of Masonry
taking rise in the east and spreading to the west,
without having recourse to the Preadamites. East
and west are terms peculiar to their societ{; and,
when masonically adopted, are very intelligible,*®
as they refer to certain forms and established cus-
toms among themselves. From the east, it is well

* And behold the glory of the God of Israel came from the way
of the East. Ezek. xliii. 2.—Vid. * Signs and Symbols,” by the
Editor, pp. 221—224:
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known, learning extended to the western world,
and gradually advanced into Europe. _

- Page 98. Who dyd brynge ytt westlye ?] The
Jjudicious correction of an illiterate clerk, in the
answer to this question as well as the next, reflects
credit on the ingenious annotator. The explana-
tion is just, and the elucidation accurate.

Page 98. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ?]
The records of the Fraternity ianrm us, that Py-
thagoras was regularly initiated into Masonry ; and
being properly instructed in the mysteries of the
Art, propagated the principles of the Order. in
other countries into which he travelled. : -

Pythagoras lived at Samos, in the reign of Tar-

uin, the last king of the Romans, in the year of
me 220 ; or, according to Livy, in the reign of
Servius Tullius, in the year of the. world 8472.
He was. the son of a sculptor, and was educated
under oné of the greatest men of his time, Phere-
cydes of Syrus, who first taught the immortality of
the soul. On the death of his patron, he deter-
mined to trace science to its source, and to supply
himself with fresh stores in every part of the world
where these could be obtained. Animated by a
desire of knowledge, he travelled into Egypt, and
submitted to that tedious and discouraging course
of preparatory discipline, which was requisite to
obtain the benefit of Egyptian initiation. When
he had made himself a tgorough master of all the
sciences that were cultivated in the sacerdotal col-
leges of Thebes and Memphis, he pursued his tra-
vels through the east, conversing with the Magi
and Indian Brachmans, and mixing their doctrines
with those he had learnt in Egypt.  He afterwards
studied the laws of Minos at (?rete; and those of
Lycurgus at Sparta. Having spent the earlier
part of his life in this useful manner, he returned
to Samos well acquainted with every thing curious

¥ 3
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either in nature or art in foreign countries, improved
with all the advantages proceeding from a regular
and laborious course otP learned education, and
adorned with that knowledge of mankind which
was necessary to gain the ascendant over them.
Accustomed to freedom, he disliked the arbitrary
government of Polycrates, then tyrant of Samos,
and retired to Crotona in Italy, where he opened a
school of philosophy; and, by the grawity and
sanctity of his manners, the importance of his
tenets, and the peculiarity of his institutions, soon
:g)read his fame and influence over Italy and

reece.* Among other prcjects which he used, to
create respect, and gain credit to his assertions, he
concealed himself in a cave, and caused it to be
reported that he was dead. After some time he
came abroad, and pretended that the intelligence
which his friends gave him in his retreat, of the
transactions of Crotona, was collected during his
stay in the other world among the shades of the
departed. He formed his disciples, who came from
all parts to put themselves under his direction, into
a kind of republic, where none were admitted till a
severe probation had sufficiently exercised their

tience and docility. He afterwards divided them
into the esoteric and exoteric classes : to the former
he entrusted the more sublime and secret doctrines,

* The ceremony of opening his lodges concluded with an exhorta-
tion to stlence and secrecy, and to keep a tongue of good report ;
and at elosing many zimportant duties were enjoined:—1. To
abstain from brawls &fd quarrels ; to defend the characters of honest
companions, knowing their approved worth. 2. Not to revile or
slander each other ; and, if unfortunately they could not applaud, to
be silent ; for silence was considered a distinguishing characteristic
of their profession. 3. To be cautious in the use and application of
words and phrases, and carefully to abstain from using any word of
malignant import in common conversation, and for such words as
prison, traitor, murder, poison, rebellion, death, &c., to substitute
others of milder interpretation. Vide Iamblichus passim. Cic. de
Divin. 1. 1, &c.—EbpIToR. . k
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to the latter the more simple and popular. This
great man found himself able to unite the character
of the legislator to that of the philosopher, and to
rival Lycurgus and Orpheus in the one, Pherecy-
des ang Thales in the other; following, in this
particular, the patterns set him by the Egyptian
priests, his instructors, who were not less celebrated
for settling the civil than the religious economy of
their nation. In imitation of them, Pythagoras
ave laws to the republic of Crotono, aa({ brought
the inhabitants from a state of luxury and disso-
luteness, to be eminent for order and sobriety.
‘While he lived, he was frequently consulted by the
neighbouring republics, as the composer of their
differences, and the reformer of their manners :
and, since his death, (which happened about the
fourth year of the 70th Olympiad, in a tumault
raised against him by one Cylon,) the administra-
tion of their affairs has been generally intrusted to
some of his disciples; among whom, to produce the
authority of their master for any assertion was suf-
ficient to establish the truth of it without further
inquiry.
Tl;;:y most eelebrated of the philosophical notions
of Pythagoras are those concerning the nature of
the Deity, the transmigration of souls into different
bodies (which he borrowed from the Brachmans,)
and the system of the world. He was the first who
took the name of philosopher, that is, a lover of -
wisdom. His system of morality was admirable.
He made unity the principle of all things, and
imagined that between God and man there were
various orders of spiritual beings, who administered
to the divine will.  He believed in the doctrine of
the metempsychosis, or transmigration of souls;
and beld that God was diffused through all parts
of the universe, like a kind of universal soul, per-
vading every particle of matter, and animating
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every living creature, from the most contemptible
reptile to mankind themselves, who shared a larger
portion of the Divine spirit. The metempsychosis
was founded on this maxim, that as the soul was of
celestial origin, it could not be annihilated ; and
therefore, upon abandoning one body, it necessarily
removed into another, and frequently did penance
for its former vicious inclinations in the shape of a
beast or an insect, before it appeared again in that
of a human creature. He asserted that he had a
Earticular faculty given him by the gods, of remem-

ering the various bodies his own soul had passed
through, and confounded cavillers by referring them
to his own experience. In his system of the world,
the third doctrine which distinguishes his sect, was
a supposition that the sun was at rest in the centre,
and that the earth, the moon, and the other planets
moved round it in different orbits. He pretended
to have great skill in the mysterious properties of
numbers, and held that some particular ones con-
tained a peculiar force and significance. He was a
great geometrician, and admitted only those to the
knowledge of his system, who had first undergone
a probation of five years’ silence. To his discover
is attributed the 47th proposition of the first . book
of Euclid,* which, in metrical solutions and
demonstrations of quantities, is of excellent use ;
and for which, as Mr. Locke observes, in the joy
" of his heart, he is said to have sacrificed a hecatomb.
His extraordinary desire of knowledge, and the
pains he took to propagate his system, have justly
transmitted his fame to posterity.t

* TueoreM.] In anyright-angled triangle, the square which is
described upon the side subtending the right angle, is equal to the
squares described upon the sides which contain the right angle.
Euclid, lib. i. prop. 47. .

+ For a more particular account of the system of Pythagoras,
I may refer the curious Mason to my History of Initiation, Lec-

-ture xi. pp. 122 —129.—EDi1ToR.
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The pupils who were initiated by him in the
sciences and study of nature at the Crotonian
school, brought all their goods into a common stock,
contemned the pleasures of sense, abstained from
swearing, and ate nothing that had life. Steady to
the tenets and principles which they had imbibed,
they dispersed abromf, and taught the doctrines of
their preceptor in all the countries through which
they travelled. :

Page 99. Dothe Magonnes discouer here artes
unto odhers ?] Masons, in all ages, have studied
the general good of mahkind. Every art which is
necessary for the support of authority and good

vernment, or which could extend science, they

ave cheerfully communicated to the world. Points
of no public utility, as their peculiar tenets, mystic
forms, and solemn rites, they have carefully con-
cealed. - Thus Masons have been distinguished in
various countries for disseminating learning and
general ‘knowledge, while they have always kept
the privileges of their. own Order sacred and in-
violable among themselves. :
- . Page 100. Whatte artes haueth the Magonnes
tech:ﬁe mankynde ?]. The arts which the Masons
have publicly taught, are here specified. It ap-
pears to have surprised the learned annotator, that
religion* should have been ranked among the arts
taught by the Fraternity ; but it may be observed,
that religion is the only tie which can bind men;
and that where there is no religion, there can be no
Masonry. Among Masons, however, it is an art,
which 1s calculated to unite for a time opposite
systems, without perverting or destroying those
systems. By the 1fluence of this art, the pur-
poses of the institution are effectually answered,
and religious animosities happily terminated.

¥ Vide Star in the East, p. 4, et passim.
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Masons” have ever paid due obedience to the
moral law, and inculcated its precepts with power-
ful energy on their disciples. Hence the doctrine
of a » the creator and preserver of the universe,
has been their firm belief in every age; and under
the influence of that doctrine, their conduct has
been regulated through a succession of years. The

rogress of knowledge and philosophy, aided by
%ivine Revelation, having enlightened the minds of
men with the knowledge of the true God, and the
sacred tenets of the Christian faith, Masons have
readily acquiesced in a religion so wisely calculated
to make men happy ; but in those countries where
the Gospel has not reached, or Christianity dis.
played her beauties, they have inculcated the uni.
versal religion, or the reggion of mnature ;* that is,
to be g men and true, by whatever denomina-
tion or uasion they are distinguished ; and by
this umversal system, their conduct has always
been regulated. A cheerful compliance with the
established religion of the country in which they
live, is earnestly recommended in the assemblies of
Masons ; and this universal conformity, notwith-
standing private sentiment and opinion, is the art
practised by them, which effects the laudable pur-
pose of conciliating true friendship among men of
every persuasion, while it proves the cement of
general union.

Bly Masonry we are taught not to deviate from
the line of instruction in which we have been edu-
cated, or disregard the principles of religion that
we have originally imbibed. "Though it is our rule
to suit ourselves to circumstances and situation in
the character of Masons, we are never to forget the
wise maxims of our parents, or desert the faith in
which we have been nurtured, unless from convic-

* Vide Antiquities of Freemasonry, p. 13.
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tion we may be justified in making the change;
and in effecting that change, Masonry can have no
share. The tenets of the institution, therefore,
interfere with no particular faith, but are alike
reconcilable to all. Religious and political dis.
putes never engage the attention of Masons in
their private seminaries: those points are left to
the discussion and determination of other associa-
tions for whom the theme is better calculated ; 1t
being a certain truth, that the wisest systems have
been more frequently injured then benefited by
religious cavil.* ’

* Notwithstanding the happiest events have arisen in many
periods of the history of the world, from the efforts of a wise, picus,
learned, and moderate clergy, seconded by the influence and autho-
rity of religious principles, whose counsels and example have always
had a commanding power, by enabling them to do good with a
facility peculiar te themselves, it must be observed, with a gener~
ous concern, that those efforts have not been sufficient to extin-
guish the unhappy spirit of fanaticism, of whose deplorable effects
almost every age has exhibited a striking picture. Enthusiastical
sects have been perpetuslly inventing new forms of religion in
various countries, by working on the passions of the ignorant and
unwary, and deriving their rules of faith and manners from the
fallacious suggestions of a warm imagination, rather than from the
clear and infallible dictates of the word of God. One set of men
has covered religion with a tawdry habit of type and allegory,
while another has converted it into an instrament of dissention and
discord. The discerning mind, however, may easily trace the un-
happy consequences of departing from the divine simplicity of the
Gospel, and loading its pure and heavenly doctrines with the inven-
tions and commandments of men. The tendency of true religion
is, to strengthen the springs of government, by purifying the motives
and animating the zeal of those who govern; to promote the virtues
which exalt a nation, by rendering its inhabitants good subjects and
trae patriots, and confirming all the essential bonds and obligations
of civil society. The enemies of religion are the enemies of man-
kind ; and it is the natural tendency of infidelity and licentiousness
to dissolve the most sacred obligations, to remove the most powerful
motives to virtue, and, by corrupting the principles of individuals,
to poison the sources of public order and tranquillity.

Such are the mischiefs arising from zeal and enthusiasm carried
to excess; but when the principles of Masonry are better understood
and practised, the Fraternity will be found to be the best correctors
of misguided zeal and unrestrained licentiousness, and the ablest
supporters of every well-regulated government.
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Page 100. Howe commethe Magonnes more
teachers than odher menne 7] The answer implies
that Masons, from the nature and government of
their association, have greater opportunities than
other men to improve their taj’ents, and there-
fore are allowed to be better qualified to instruct
others. : :

Mr. Locke’s observation on Masons having the
art of finding new arts is judicious, and his exs
planation just. The Fraternity have always made
the study of the arts a principal part of their pri-
vate amusement : in their assemblies, nice and dif-
ficult theories have been canvassed and explained,
new discoveries produced, and those already known
illustrated. 'The different classes established, the
gradual progression of knowledge communicated,
and the regularity observed throughout the whole
:Kstem of their government, are evident proofs, that

ose who are mitiated into the mysteries of the
Masonic Art, may discover new arts; and this
knowledge is acquired by instruction from, and
familiar intercourse with, men of genius and ability,
who have, in their masonic disquisitions, an oppor-
tunity of displaying their talents to advantage on
almost every important branch of science. .

Page 10I. What dothe the Magonnes concele
and hyde?] The answer imports, the art of find-
ing new arts,* for their profit and praise ; and then

* There can be no doubt but our ecclesiastical edifices are in-
debted for their splendour to the exertions and fine taste of the
Freemasons. All our most intelligent and best informed architects
and antiquuries freely acknowledge it. Sir James Hall says,
that pointed architecture was one of the secrefs of Freemasons,
end originated from an imitation of wickerwork ; and that it was
practised earlier in Scotland than in England, Mr. Browne, of
York, says, that the working principles of ecclesiastical architec-
ture were founded on schemes analagous to the principles of the
doctrine of the Trinity; and that ¢ there is a great probubility of
the schemes having, in olden times, constituted a principal secret
in the sublime degree of Freemasonry; and that the bishops,



OF MASONRY. 113

particularises the different arts they carefully con-
ceal. Mr. Locke’s remark, ¢ That this shews too
much regard for their own society, and too little
for the rest of mankind,’ is rather severe, when he
has before admitted the propriety of concealing
from the world what is of no real public utility, lest,
by being converted to bad uses, the-consequences
might be prejudicial to society. By the word praise
is here meant that honour and respect to which
Masons are entitled, as the friends of science and
learning, and which is absolutely necessary to give
a sanction to the wise doctrines they propagate,
while their fidelity gives them a claim to esteem,
and the rectitude of their manners demands vene-
ration. :
Of all the arts which the Masons practise, the
art of secrecy particularly distinguishes them. Ta-
citurnity is a proof of wisdom, and is allowed to
be of tge utmost importance in the different trans-
actions of life. The best writers have declared it
to be an art of inestimable value; and that it is
agreeable to the Deity himself, may be easily con-
ceived, from the glorious example which he gives,
in concealing from mankind the secrets of his pro-
vidence. The wisest of men cannot pry into the
arcana of heaven; nor can they divine to-day what
to-morrow may bring forth. :
Many instances might be adduced from history,
to shew the high veneration which was paid to the
art of secrecy* by the ancients. Pliny informs us,
that Anaxarchus, being imprisoned with a view to

priests, and other distinguished personages of the Roman Catholic
Church, were nearly the sole professors of that degree; and that
they styled the principal secret of their order, the ¢ Art of finding
new arts.”’—(Gent. Mag. Jan. 1829.)—EDITOR.

* Vide Clem. Alex. Strom. 2. Lucian Demon.—Meurs. Eleus.
e 20. Suidas, voc. Auaydong & Miihog, &c. Si quis arcans mysteria
Cereris sacra vulgasset, lege morti addicebatur.—EDITOR.
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extort from him some secrets with which he had
been entrusted, and dreading lest exquisite torture
might induce him to betray his trust, bit his tongue
in the middle, and threw it in the face of Nico-
creon, the tyrant of Cyprus.—No torments could
make the servants of Plancus betray the secrets of
their master ; they encountered every pain with
fortitude, and strenuously supported their fidelity
amidst the most severe tortures, till death put a
period to their sufferings.—The Athenians bowed
to a statue of brass, which was represented without
a tongue, to denote secrecy.—The Egyptians wor-
shipped Harpocrates, the iOd of silence, who was
always represented holding his finger at his mouth.*
~—The Romans had their goddess of silence, named
Angerona, to whom they offered worship.—Lycur-
gus, the celebrated lawgiver, as well as Pythagoras,
the great scholar, particularly recommendego this
virtue ; especially the last, who, as we have before
observed, kept his disciples silent during five years,
that they might learn the valuable secrets he had
to communicate unto them. This evinces that he
deemed secrecy the rarest as well as the noblest
art.t

¢ Hence, probably, originated the expression of “ Under the
Rose;”’ for the rose was the symbol of silence in ancient times,
Lemnius, and others, have recorded that it was the flower of Venus,
which Cupid consecrated unto Harpocrates the God of silence, and
was, therefore, an embiem thereof, to conceal the pranks of this
mischievous little urchin, as is declared in this tetrastich : —

Est Rosa flos Veneris, cujus qud facta laterent,
Harpocrati matris, dona dicavit amor ;

Inde rusam mensis bospes suspendit amicis,
Conviva ut sub ed dictatacenda sciant.

Vide Brown’s Vulg. Err. b. 5. c. 22.—EbDiros.

.+ The following story is related by a Roman historian (Aulus
Gellius) ; which, as it may be equally pleasing and instructive, we
shall insert at full length.

The senators of Rome had ordained, that, during their consulta-
tions in the senate-house, euch senutor should be permitted to bring



OF MASONRY. 115

Mr. Locke has made several judicious observa-
tions on the answer which is given to the question

his son with him, who was to depart, if occasion required; but this
favour was not general, being restricted only to the sons of noble-
men; who, in those days, were tutored from their infancy in the
virtue of secrecy, and thereby qualified, in their riper years, to dis-
charge the most important offices of government with fidelity and
wisdom. About this time it happened, that the senators met on a
very important case, and the affair requiring mature deliberation,
they were detained longer than usual in the senate-house, and the
conclusion of their determination was adjourned to the following
day ; each member engaging, in the mean time, to keep secret the
proceedings of the meeting. Among other noblemen’s sons who
attended on the occasion, was the son of the grave Papyrus; a
family of great renown and splendor. This youth was no less
remarkable for the extent of his genius, than for the prudence of his
deportment. On his return home, his mother, anxious to know
what important case bad been debated in the senate that day, which
had detained the senators so long heyond the usual hour, intreated
bim to relate the particulars. The noble and virtuous youth told
her, it was a business not in his power to reveal, he being solemnly
enjoined to silence. On heariog this, her importunities were more
earnest, and her inquiries more minute. By fair speeches and
intreaties, with liberal promises, she endeavoured to break open this
little casket of secrecy ; but these proving ineffectual, she adopted
rigorous measures, and had recourse to stripes and violent threats;
being determined that force should extort what lenity could
not effect. The youth, finding his'mother’s threats to be very
harsh, but her stripes more severe, with a noble and heroic spirit,
:'l:sl endeavoured to relieve her anxiety, without violating his
ity :

¢ Madam, yom may well blame the senate for their long siting ;
¢ at least, for presuming to call in question a case so truly imperti-
¢ nent ; except the wives of the senators are allowed to consult on
¢ it, there can be no hope of a conclusion. I speak this only from
¢ my own opinion; I know their gravity will easily confound my
¢ juvenile apprehensions; yet, whether nature or duty instructs me
¢ to do so, I cannot tell. It seems necessary to them, for the increase
¢ of people, and the public good, that every senator should beallowed
¢ two wives; or otherwise, their wives two husbands. I shall hardly
¢ incline to call, under oune roof, two men by the name of father;
¢ I would rather with cheerfulness salute two women by the name of
¢ mother. Thisis the question, Madam, and to-morrow it is to be
¢ determined.’

His mother hearing this, and he seeming unwilling to reveal it,
she took it for an infallible truth. Her blood was quickly fired,
and rage ensued. Without inquiring any farther into the merits of
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here proposed. His being in the dark concerning
the meaning of the faculty of Abrac, I am not sur-
prised at, nor can I conceive how he could other-

the case, she immediately dispatched messengers to all the other
ladies and matrons of Rome, to acquaint them with the weighty
affair under deliberation in the senate, which so nearly concerned
the peace and welfure of their whole lives. The melancholy news
soon spread a general alarm, and many conjectures were formed.
The ladies, resolved to give their assistance in the decision of this
weighty point, immediately assembled. Headed by young Papy-
rus’s mother, next morning they proceeded {o the bouse ;
and though it is remarked, that a parliament of women is seldom
governed by one speaker, yet the affair being urgent, the haste per-
tinent, and the case (on their behalf) of the utmost consequence, the
revealing woman must speak for all the rest. It was agreed, that
she should insist on the necessity of the concurrence of the senator’s
wives to the determination of a law in which they were so par-
ticularly interested. When they came to the door of the senate-
house, such a noise was made for admission to sit with their hue-
bands in this grand consultation, that all Rome seemed to be in an
uproar. Their business, however, must be known, before they
could gain an audience. This being complied with, and their ad-
mission granted, such an elaborate oration was made by the female
speaker on the occasion in behalf of her sex, as astonished the
whole senators. She requested, that the matter might not be hastily
determined, but be seriously canvassed according to justice and
equity ; and expressed the determined resolutions of herself and her
sisters, to oppose a measure so unconstitutional as that of permitting
ane husband to bave two wives, who could scarcely please one. She
proposed, in the name of her sisters, as the most effectual way of
peopling the state, thatif any alteration were to be made in the
established custom of Rome, women might be permitted to have two
husbands. The senators being informed of Papyrus’s scheme ‘to
preserve his reputation, and the riddle being publicly solved, the
ladies were greatly confounded, and departed with blushing cheeks ;
while the noble youth, who had proved himself worthy of his trust,
was highly commended for his fidelity. To avoid a like tumult in
future, it was resolved, that the custom of introducing the soms of
senators should be abolished. Papyrus, however, on account of his
attachment to his word, and his discreet policy, was excepted from
this restriction, and ever afterwards freely admitted into the senate~
house, where many honours were cooferred upon him.

The virtue and fidelity of young Papyrus are indeed worthy of
imitation; but the Masons have still a more glorious example, in
the own body, of a brother, accomplished in every art, who, rather
than forfeit his honour, or betray his trust, fell a sacrifice to the
cruel hand of a barbarous assassin.
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wise be. ABRAc is an abbreviation of the word
AsBracapaBrA.  In the days of ignorance and
superstition, that word had a magical signification ;
but the explanation of it is now lost.*

Our celebrated annotator has taken no notice of
the Masons having the art of working miracles, and
foresaying things to come. But this was certainly

# Mr, Hutchinson, in his ingenious treatise, intitted The Spirit of
Mausonry, gives the following explanation of the word ABRaC;
which, as it is curious, T shall here insert in that gentleman’s own
words:

¢ ABRAC, or ABRACAR, was a name which Basilides, a religious
of the second century, gave to God; who, he said, was the author
of three hundred and sixty-five.

¢ The author of this superstition is said to have lived in the time
of Adrian, and that it had its name after ABRASAN or ABRAXAS,
the denominution which Basilides gave to the Deity. He called
him the Supreme God, and ascribed to him seven subordinate powers
or angels, who presided over the heavens: and also, according to
the number of the days in the year, held, that three bundred and
sixty-five viriues, powers or intelligencies, existed as the emana-
tions of God; the value, or numerical distinction of the letters in
the word, according to the ancient Greek numerals, made 365,

A B P A X A Z
1 2 100 1 60 1 <200

¢ Among antiquaries, ABRAXAS is an antique gem, or stone, with
the word ABRAXAS engraved on it. There are a great many kinds
of them, of various figures and sizes, mostly as old as the third cen-
tury. Persons professing the religious principles of Basilides wore
this gem with great veneration as an amulet, from whose virtues,
and the protection of the Deity, to whom it was consecrated, and
with whose pame it was inscribed, the wearer derived health, pros-
perity, and safety.

*¢ There is deposited in the British Museum such a gem, which is
a besil stone, of the form of an egg. The head is in cameo, the
reverse in intaglio.

¢ In church history, ABRAX is noted as a mystical term, express-
ing the Supreme God ; under whom the Basilidians supposed three
hundred and sixty-five dependent deities : it was the principle of the
Gnostic hierarchy, whence sprang their multitudes of thaons.
From ABRrAxXAS proceeded their PRIMOGENIAL MIND ; from the
primogenial mind, the Logos, or Word ; from the Logos, the PHRo-
Nzs1s, or Prudence ; from the Phroneesis, SorH1A and DyNAMis, or
Wisdom and Strength ; from these two proceeded PRINCIPALITIES,
PoweRs, and ANGELS ; and from these, other angels, to the number
of three hundred and sixty-five, who were supposed to have the
government of so many celestial orbs committed to their care.”
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not the least important of their doctrines; hence
astrology was admitted as one of the arts which
they taught, and the study of it was warmly recom-
mended 1n former times.

The ancient philosophers applied with unwearied
diligence to discover the aspects, magnitude, dis-
tances, motions, and revolutions of the heavenly
bodies ; and, according to the discoveries they made,
pretended to foretel future events, and to determine
concerning the secrets of Providence. 'This study
afterwards became a regular science.*

* Astrology, however vain and delusive initself, has certainly proved
extiremely useful to mankind, by promoting the excellent science of
astronomy. The vain hope of reading the fates of men, and the
success of their designs, has been oue of the strongest motives to in-
duce them, in all countries, to an attentive observation of the celes-
tial bodies ; whence they have been taught to measure time, mark
the duration of seasons, and regulate the operations of agriculture.

The science of astrology, which is nothing more than the study of
nature, and the knowledge of the secret virtues of the heavens, is
founded on Scripture, and confirmed by reason and experience.
Moses tells us, that the sun, moon, and stars, were placed in the fir-
mament, to be for signs as well as for seasons. We find the Deity
thus addressing Joh, “ Canst thou bind the sweet influences of the
¢ Pleiades, or loose the bonds of Orion?”> We are instructed in
the Book of Judges, that “they fought from heaven; the stars in
their courses fought against Sisera.”” The ancient philosophers
were unanimous in the same opinion ; and among the moderns, we
may cite Lord Bacon, and several others, as giving it a sanction.
Milton thus expresses himself on the subject :

Of planetary motions and aspects

In sextile, squure, and trine, and opposite,

Of noxious efficacy, and when to join

In synod unbenign, and taught the fixed

Their influence malignant when to shower, &c.

It is well known, that inferior animals, and even birds and rep-
.tiles, have a foreknowledge of futurity ; and surely Nature never
intended to withbold from man those favours which she has so
liberally bestowed on the raven, the cat, and the sow? No, the
aches in our limbs, and the shootings of our corns, before & tempest
or a shower, evince the cootrary. Man, who is a microcosm, or
werld in miniature, unites in himself all the powers and qualities
which are scattered throughout nature, and discerns from certain
sigus the future contingencies of his being. Fnding his way through
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Page 102. Wylle he teche me thay same artes ?]
By the answer to this question, we learn the neces-
sary qualifications which are required in a candi-
date for Masonry—a good character, and an able
capacity.

Page 102. Dothe all Magonnes kunne more then
odher menne ?] The answer only implies, that Ma-
sons have a better opportunity than the rest of
mankind to improve in useful znowledge; though
a want of capacity in some, and of application in
others, obstructs the progress of many.

Page 102. Are Magonnes gudder menne then
odhers 7] Masons are not understood to be, col-
lectively, more virtuous in their lives and actions
than other men ; but it is an undoubted fact, that
a strict conformity to the rules of the profession
‘may make them better men than they otherwise
would be.

Page 102. Dothe Maconnes love eidher odher
myghtylye as beeth sayde?] The answer to this
question is truly great, and is judiciously remarked
upon by the learned annotator.

By the answers to the three last questions, the
objections of cavillers against Masonry are amply
refuted ; the excellency of the Institution is dis-
played ; and every censure against it, on account

the palpaple obscure to the visible diurnal and nocturnal sphere,
he marks the presages and predictions of his happiness or misery.
The mysterious and recondite doctrine of sympathies in Nature, is
admirably illustrated from the sympathy between the moon and the
sea ; by which the waters of the ocean are, in a certain, though in-
conceivable manner, drawn after that luminary. In these celestial
and terrestrial sympathies, there is no doubt that the vegetative soul
of the world transfers a specific virtue from the heavens to the ele-
ments, to animals, and to man, If the moon alone rules the world
of waters, what effects must the combination of solar, stellar, and
lunar influences have upon the land ? In short, it is universally con-
fessed, that astrology is the mother of astronomy ; and though the
daughter may have rebelled against the mother, it has long been
predicted and expected that the venerable authority of the parent

would prevail in the end. ,
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of the transgressions of its professors, entirely re-
moved. A bad man, if his character be known, can
never be inrolled in our records; and should we be
unwarily led to receive an improper object, then
our endeavours are exerted to reform him: so
that, by being a Mason, it is probable he may
become a better subject to his sovereign, and a
more valuable member of society, than he would
have done had he not been in the way of those
advantages.

To conclude, Mr. Locke’s observations on the -
whole of this curious manuscript deserve a serious
and careful examination ; and though he was not
at the time one of the Brotherhood, he seems
pretty clearly to have comprehended the value
and mmportance of the system which he endea-
voured to illustrate. 'We may, therefore, fairly
conjecture, that the favourable opinion which he
conceived of the Society of Masons before his
admission, was sufficiently confirmed after his ini-
tiation. :
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BOOK 1V.

THE HISTORY OF MASONRY IN ENGLAND, &ec.

SECTION I.

Masonry early introduced into Englund.— Account
of the Druids.— Progress of Masonry in England
under the Romans.—Masons highly fuvoured by
St. Alban. .

THaE history of Britain, previous to the invasion
of the Romans, is so mixed with fable, as not to
afford any satisfactory account, either of the origi-
nal inhabitants of the island, or of the arts prac-
tised by them. It appears, however, from the
writings of the best historians, that they were not
destitute of genius or taste; and there are yet in
being the remains of some stupendous works exe-
cuteg by them much earlier than the time of the
Romans ; which, though defaced by time, display
no small share of ingenuity, and are convincing
proofs that the science of Masonry was not un-
known even in those rude ages.

The Druids retained among them many usages
similar to those of Masons ;* but of what they con-
sisted, at this remote period, we cannot with cer-
~ tainty discover. In conformity to the ancient prac-
tices of the Fraternity, we learn that they held their

* A full description of the Druidical ceremonies may be found in
the History of Initiation, by the editor, from page 146 to page 201.
G
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assemblies in woods and groves,* and observed the
most impenetrable secrecy in their Erinciples and
opinions ; a circumstance which we have reason to
regret ; as these, being known only to themselves,
must have perished with them.

The Druids were the priests of the Britons,
Gauls and other Celtic nations, and were divided
into three classes : the Bards, who were poets and
musicians, formed the first class; the Vates, who
were priests and phgsiologists, composed the second
class ; and the third class consisted of the Druids,
who added moral philosophy to the study of phy-
siology.

As study and speculation were the favourite pur-
suits of those philosophers, it has been suggested
that they chiefly derived their system of govern-
ment from Pythaﬁloras. Many of his tenets and
doctrines seem to have been adopted by them. In
their private retreats, they entered into a disquisi-
tion of the origin, laws, and properties of matter,
the form and magnitude of the universe, and even
ventured to explore the most sublime and hidden
secrets of Nature. On these subjects they formed
a variety of hypotheses, which they delivered to
their disciples 1n verse, in order that they might
be more easily retained in memory ; and adminis-
tered an oath not to commit them to writing.

In this manner the Druids communicated their

* These sacred groves were usually of oak, but in Arabia, some
of the tribes worshipped the Acacia. ¢ A tree,” says Sale, in his
preliminary discourse to the Koran (sec. 1.), ¢called the Egyptian
thorn, or acacia, was worshipped by the tribes of Ghatfin, under
the name of Al Uzza, first consecrated by one Dhélem, who built
a chapel over it, called Boss, so contrived as to give a sound when
any person entered. Khiled Ebn Walid being sent by Mohammed,
in the eighth year of the Hejira, to destroy this idol, demolished the
chapel, and cutting down this tree, or image, burnt it ; he also slew
the priestess, who ran out, with her hair dishevelled, and her hands
on her head, as a suppliant. Thename of this deity is derived from
the root azza, and signifies Most Mighty.’— Ep1TOR.
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particular tenets, and concealed under the veil of
mystery every branch of useful knowledge ;* which
tended to secure to their order universal admira-
tion and respect; while the religious instructions
propagated by them were every where received with
reverence and submission. They were entrusted
with the education of youth ; and from their semi-
naries issued many curious and valuable produc-
tions. As judgesof law, they determined all causes,
ecclesiastical and civil ; as tutors, they taught phi-
losophy, astrology, Eolitics, rites, and ceremonies ;
and as bards, in their songs they recommended
the heroic deeds of great men to the imitation of
posterity.

To enlarge on the usages that prevailed among
these ancient philosophers, on wEich we can offer
at best but probable conjectures, would be a need-

* The Druids, however, had many superstitious usages, some-
what allied to sorcery, which were practised to overawe the people,
and keep them in a state of abject subjection. What the precise
nature of these practices was we are not correctly informed ; but
some idea may be gathered from the following superstitions, still
used in many parts of this kingdom, which are justly referred to
Druidical origin. ¢ Many superstitions,” I quote from the Intro-
duction to Meyrick’s Cardigan, ¢ grew into importance, from the
peculiarity of some ceremonies ; such as cutting the mistletoe with
a golden hook by the presiding Druid ; the gathering of the cowslip
and other plants, consecrated to the power of healing. The autum-
pal fire is still kindled in North Wales, being on the eve of the first
day of November, and is attended by many ceremonies, such as
running through the fire and smoke, each casting a stone into the
fire, and all running off at the conclusion, to escape from the black,
short-tailed sow; then supping upon parsnips, nuts, and apples ;
catching up an apple, suspended by a string, with the mouth alone,
and the same by an apple with a tub of water ; each throwing a nut
into the fire, and those that burn bright betoken prosperity to the
owners through the following year, but those that burn black, and
crackle, denote misfortune. On the following morning, the stones
are searched for in the fire, and if any be missing they betide ill to
those who threw them in. Another remnant of Druidical supersti-
tion, with which we are well acquainted, as practised all over Eng-
land, is the gathering of the mistletoe at Christmas; and many
others, such as dancing round the Maypole, &c., may be traced to
the aberrations from their original2doctrine:.’—Em'lol.

G
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less waste of time: we shall therefore leave the
experienced Mason to make his own reflections
on the affinity of their practices to the rites esta-
blished among the Fraternity,* and proceed to a
disquisition of other particulars and occurrences,
which are better authenticated, and of more im-
portance.

On the arrival of the Romans in Britain, arts
and sciences began to flourish. According to the
Krogress of civilization, Masonry rose into esteem ;

ence we find that Caesar, and several of the Ro-
man generals who succeeded him in the govern-
ment of this island, ranked themselves as patrons
and protectors of the Craft. At this period, the
Fraternity were employed in erecting walls, forts,
bridges, cities, temples, palaces, courts of justice,
and other stately works; but history is silent re-
specting their mode of fovernment, and affords no
information with regard to the usages and customs
prevalent among them. Their lodges or conven-
tions were regularl?' held ; but being open only to
the initiated, the legal restraints they were under
prevented the public communication of their private
transactions.

The wars which afterwards broke out between
the conquerors and conquered considerably ob-
structed the progress of Masonry in Britain ; so that
it continued in a very low state till the time of the
Emperor Carausius, by whom it was revived under
his own immediate auspices. Having shaken off the
Reman yoke, he contrived the most effectual means
to render his person and government acceptable to
the people ; and, by assuming the character of a
Mason, he acquired the love and esteem of the most

* A careful perusal of my History of Initiation, compared with
the former part of the present work, will satisfactorily determine
this point.—ED110R.
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enlightened part of his subjects. He possessed real
merit, encouraged learning and learned men, and
improved the country in the civil arts. Inorder to
establish an empire in Britain, he brought into his
dominions the best workmen and artificers from all
parts; all of whom, under his auspices, enjoyed
peace and tranquillity. Among the first class of his
favourites he enrolled the Masons ; for their tenets
he professed the highest veneration, and appointed
Albanus, his steward, the principal superintendant
of their assemblies. Under his patronage, lodges
and conventions of the Fraternity were formed, and
the rites of Masonry regularly practised. To en-
able the Masons to Kold a general council to esta-
blish their own government, and correct errors
among themselves, he granted to them a charter,
and commanded Albanus to preside over them in
person as Grand Master. This worthy knight
proved a zealous friend to the Craft, and assisted
at the initiation of many persons into the mysteries
of the Order. To this council the name of As-
sembly was afterwards given.*

Albanus was born at Verulam (now St. Alban’s,
in Hertfordshire), of a noble family. 1In his youth
he travelled to Rome, where he served seven years
under the Emperor Diocletian. On his return

® An old MS.which was destroyed, with many others, in 1720,
said to have been in the possession of Nicholus Stone, a curious
sculptor under Inigo Jones, contained the following particulars:

¢ St. Alban loved Masons well, and cherished them much, and
made their pay right good; for he gave them ijs. per weeke, and
iiijd. to their cheer ;* whereas, before that time, in all the land,
a Mason had but a penny a-day, and his meat, until St. Alban
mended it. And he gott them a charter from the King and his
counsell for to hold a general counsell, and gave itt to name Assem-
blie. Thereat he was himselfe, and did helpe to make Masons, and
gave them good charges.’

* A MS,, written in the reign of James II, before cited in this volume,
(p-79. tains an t of this cir nce, and increases the weekly
pay to 3s. 6d. and 3d. a-day for the bearers of burdens.
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home, by the example and persuasion of Amphi-
balus of Caerleon (now Chester), who had ac-
companied him in his travels, he was converted
to the Christian faith ; and, in the tenth and last
ggrsecution of the Christians, was beheaded, A.D.

3.

St. Alban was the first who suffered martyrdom
for the Christian religion in Britain, of which the
venerable Bede gives the following account :—The
Roman governor, having been informed that St.
Alban harboured a Christian in his house, sent a
party of soldiers to apprehend Amphibalus. St. Al-
ban immediately put on the habit of his guest,*
and presented himself to the officers. Being carried
before a magistrate, he behaved with such manly
freedom, and so powerfully supported the cause of
his friend, that he not only incurred the displeasure
of the judge, but brought upon himself the punish«
ment above specified.

The old Constitutions affirm, that St. Alban was
employed by Carausius to environ the city of Ve-
rulam with a wall, and to build for him a splendid
palace; and that, to reward his diligence m exe-
cuting these works, the Emperor appointed him
steward of his household, and chief ruler of the
realm. However this may be, from the cor-
roborating testimonies of ancient historians, we
are assured that this knight was a celebrated ar-
chitect, and a real encourager of able workmen ;

. # The garment which Alban wore upon this occasion was called
a Caracaﬁa; it was a kind of cloke with a cowl, resembling the
vestment of the Jewish priests. Walsingham relates, that it was
preserved in a large chest in the church of Ely, which was opened
in the reign of Edward II.,A. D, 1314; and Thomas Rudburn,
another writer of equal authority, confirms this relation ; and adds,
that there was found, with his garment, an old writing in these
words : ¢ This is the Caracalla of St. Amphibalus, the monk and
preceptor of St, Alban; in which that proto-martyr of England
suffered death, under the cruel persecution of Diocletian against
the Christians,’
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it cannot, therefore, be supposed, that Free-
masonry would be neglected uunder so eminent a
patron.

SECT. IIL

History of Masonry in England under St. Austin,
King Alfred, Edward, Athelstane, Edgar, Edward
the Confessor, William the Conqueror, Henry I.
Stephen, and Henry II.; and also under the
Knights Templars.

ArTER the departure of the Romans from
Britain, Masonry made but a slow progress, and
was almost totally neglected, on account of the
irrugtions of the Picts and Scots, which obliged the
southern inhabitants of the island to solicit the
assistance of the Saxons, in order to repel these
invaders. As the Saxons increased, the native
Britons sunk into obscurity, and ere long yielded
the superiority to their protectors, acknowledgin
their sovereignty and jurisdiction. These roug
and ignorant heathens, despising every thing but
war, soon put a finishing stroke to all the remains
of ancient learning which had escaped the fury of
the Picts and Scots. They continued their depre-
dations with unrestrained rigour, till the arriyal of
some pivus teachers from Wales and Scotland;
when, many of these savages being reconciled to
Christianity, Masonry got into repute, and lodges
were again formed ;* but these, being under the
direction of foreigners, were seldom convened, and
never attaihed to any degree of consideration or
importance.

asonry continued in a declining state till the

* See the Book of Constitutions, edit. 1784, p. 90.
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year 557 ; when Austin, with fortg'e more monks,
among whom the sciences had been preserved,
came into England. Austin was commissioned by
Pope Gregory to baptize Ethelbert, king of Kent,
who appointed him the first Archbishop of Canter-
bury. This monk, and his associates, propagated
the principles of Christianity among the 1nhabitants
of Britain; and by their influence, in little more
than sixty years, all the kings of the heptarchy
were converted. Masonry flourished under the
atronage of Austin, and many foreigners came
into England, who introduced the Gothic style of
building. Austin seems to have been a zealous
encourager of architecture, and appeared at the
head of the Fraternity in founding the old cathe-
dral of Canterbury in 600, and the cathedral of
Rochester in 602; St. Paul’s, London, in 604 ;
St. Peter’s, Westminster, in 605 ; and many others. *
Several palaces and - castles were built under his
auspices, as well as other fortifications on the
borders of the kingdom. which vell'g considerably
increased the number of Masons in England.

Some expert brethren, who had arrived from
France in , formed themselves into a Lodge
under the direction of Bennet, abbot of Wirral,
who was soon after aEpointed by Kenred, king of
Mercia, inspector of the lodges, and general super-
intendant of the Masons.

During the Heptarchy, Masonry continued in a
low state; but in the year 856, it revived under
the patronage of St. Swithin, who was employed
by Ethelwolph, the Saxon king, to repair some
pious houses; and from that time it gradually im-
proved, till the rei%:x of Alfred, A. D. 872; when,
mn the person of that prince, it found a zealous
protector.

* See the Monasticon Angiicanum.
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Masonry has generally kept pace with the pro-
gress of learning ; the patrons and encouragers of
the latter having been most remarkable for cul-
tivating and promoting the former. No prince
studied more to polish and ‘improve the under-
standings of his subjects than Alfred,* and no one
ever proved a better friend to Masonry. By his
indefatigable assiduity in the pursuit of knowledge,
his example had powerful influence in reforming
the dissolute and barbarous manners of his people.

As this prince was not negligent in giving en-
couragement to the mechamcal arts, Masonr
claimed a great part of his attention. He invite«i
from all quarters, industrious foreigners to re-
people his country, which had been desolated by
the ravages of the Danes, and introduced and en-
couraged manufactures of all kinds among them.
No inventor or improver of any ingenious art did
he suffer to go unrewarded ; and he appropriated
a seventh part of his revenue to maintain a number
of workmen, whom he constantly employed in re-
building his ruined cities, castles, palaces, and mo-
gasteries. The University of Oxfgrd was founded

him.

yOn the death of Alfred in 900, Edward suc-

* Hure, in his History of England, relates the following particu-
lars of this celebrated prince :

¢ Alfred usually divided his time into three equal portions: one
was employed in sleep, and the refection of his body by diet and
exercise ; another, in the despatch of business; and a third in study
and devotion. That he might more exactly measure the hours, be
made use of burning tapers of equal lengths, which he fixed in lan-
teros ; an expedient suited to that rude age, when the art of describ-
ing sun-dials, and the mechanism of clocks and watches, were
totally unknown, By this regular distribution of time, though be
often laboured under great bodily infirmities, this martial hero, who
fought in person fifty-six battles by sea and land, was able, during
a lil: of no extraordinary length, to acquire more knowledge, and
even to compose more books, than most studious men, blessed with
greater leisure and application, have done in more fortunate ages.’

G
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ceeded to the throne; during whose reign the
Masons continued to hold their Lodges under the
sanction of Ethred, his sister’s husband, and Ethel-
ward, his brother, to whom the care of the Frater-
nity had been intrusted. Ethelward was a prince
of great learning, and an able architect : he founded
the University of Cambridge.

Edward died in 924, and was succeeded by
Athelstane his son, who appointed his brother
Edwin patron of the Masons. This prince pro-
cured a charter from Athelstane, empowering tEem
to meet annually in communication at York ; “where
the first Grand Lodge of England was formed in
926, at which Edwin presided as Grand Master.
Here many old writings were produced in Greek,
Latin, and other languages, from which the Con-
stitutions of the English Lodges are derived.*

* A record of the society, written in the reign of Edward IV,
said to have been in the possession of the famous Elias Ashmole,
founder of the Museum at Oxford, and which was unfortunately
destroyed, with other papers on the subject of Masonry, at the Revo-
lution, gives the following account of the state of Masonry at this

period :

¢ That though the ancient records of the Brotherhood in England-
were many of them destroyed, or lost, in the wars of the Saxons
and Danes, yet king Athelstane (the grandson of king Alfrede the
Great, a mighty architect), the first anointed king of England, and
who translated the Holy Bible into the Saxon tongue (A.D. 930),
when he had brought the land into rest and peace, built many great
works, and encouraged many Masons from France, who were
appointed overseers thereof, and brought with them the charges and
regulations of the Lodges, preserved since the Roman times ; who
also prevailed with the king to improve the Constitution of the Eng-
lish Lodges according to the foreign model, and to increase the
wages of working Masons.

¢ That the said King’s brother, Prince Edwin, being taught
Masonry, and taking upon him the charges of a Master-Mason,
for the love he had to the said Craft, and the honourable principles
whereon it is grounded, purchased a free charter of king Athelstane
for the Masons; having a correction among themselves (as it was
anciently expressed), or a freedom and power to regulate them-
selves, to amend what might happen amiss, and to hold & yearly
commubication and general assembly.

¢ That, accordingly, prince Edwin summoned all the Masons in



OF MASONRY. 131

Acthelstane kept his court for some time at York,
where he received several embassies from foreign

the realm to meet him in a congregation at York, who came and
composed a general Lodge, of which he was Grand Master; and
having brought with them all the writings and records extant, some
in Greek, some in Latin, some in French, and other languages, from
the contents thereof that assembly did frame the Constitution and
Charges of an English Lodge, made a law to preserve and observe
the same in all time coming, and ordained good pay for working
Masons,’ &c.

From this sra we date the re-establishment of Free-masonry in
England. There is at present a Grand Lodge of Masons in the
city of York, who trace their existence from this period. By virtue
of Edwin’s charter, it is said, all the Masons in the realm were con-
vened at a8 general assembly in that city, where they established «
general or grand Lodge for their future government. Under the
patronage and jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, it is alleged, the
Fraternity considerably increased ; and kings, princes, and other
eminent persons who had been initiated into Masonry, paid due
allegiance to that Grand Assembly. But as the events of the times
were varions and fluctuating, that assembly was more or less re-
spectable ; and in proportion as Masonry obtained encouragement,
its influence was more or less extensive. The appellation of Ancient
York Masons is well known in Ireland and Scotland ; and the uni-
versal tradition is, that the Brethren of that appellation originated
at Auldby, near York. This carries with it some marks of confir-
mation; for Auldby was the seat of Edwin.

There is every reason to believe that York was deemed the ori-
ginal seat of masonic government in this country ; no other place
has pretended to claim it; and the whole Fratemnity have, at
various times, universally acknowledged allegiance to the authority
established there: but whether the present association in that city
be entitled to the allegiance, is a subject of inquiry which it is not
my province to investigate. To that assembly recourse must be
had for information. Thus much, however, is certain, that if a
General Assembly or Grand Lodge was held there (of which there
ig-little doubt, if we can rely on our records and constitutions, as it
18 said to bave existed there in Queen Elizabeth’s time), there is no
evidence of its regular removal to any other place in the kingdom ;
and upon that ground, the Brethren at York may probably claim
the privilege of associaling in that character. A number of respect-
able meetings of the Fraternity appear to have been convened at
sundry times in different parts of England ; but we cannot find an
instance on record, till a very late period, of a general meeting (so
called) being held in any other place beside York.

To understand this matter more clearly, it may be necessary to
advert to the original institution of that assembly called a General
or Grand Lodge. 1t was not then restricted, as it is now under-
stood to be, to the Masters and Wardens of private Lodges, with
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princes, with rich presents of various kinds. He
was loved, honoured, and admired by all the princes
of Europe, who courted his friendship and alliance.
He was a mild sovereign, a kind brother, and a
true friend. The only blemish which historians
find in his whole reign, is the supposed murder of
his brother Edwin. This youth, who was distin-

tished for his virtues, having died two years before

is brother, a false report was spread, of his being
wrongfully put to death by him. But this is so im-
probable 1n itself, so inconsistent with the character
of Athelstane, and indeed so slenderly attested, as
to be undeserving a place in history.*

the Grand Master and his Wardens at their head ; it consisted of
as many of the Fraternity at large as, being within a convenient
distance, could attend, once or twice in a year, under the auspices
of one general head, who was elected and installed at one of these
meetings ; and who, for the time being, received homage as the
sole governor of the whole body. The idea of confining the privi-
leges of Masonry, by a warrant of constitution, to certain individuals
convened on certain days at certain places, had then no existence.
There was but one family among Masons, and every Mason was a
branch of that family. Itis true, the privileges of the different
degrees of the Order always centred in certain members of the
Fraternity ; who, according to their advancement in the Art, were
authorized by the ancient charges to assemble in, hold, and rule
Lodges, at their will and discretion, in such places as best suited
their convenience, and when so assembled, to receive pupils and
deliver instructions in the Art; but all the tribute from these indi-
viduals, separately and. collectively, rested ultimately in the General
Assembly ; to which all the Fraternity might repair, and to whose
award all were bound to pay submission,

* The excellent writer of the life of King Athelstane® has given
80 clear and so perfect a view of this event, that the reader cannot
receive greater satisfaction than in that author’s own words:

“ The business of Edwin’s death is a point the most obscure in
the story of this king ; and to say the truth, not one even of our
best historians hath written clearly, or with due attention, concern-
ing it. The fact, as commonly received, is this: The king, sus-
pecting his younger brother, Edwin, of designing to deprive him of
his crown, caused him, notwithstanding his protestations of inno-
cency, to be put on board a leaky ship, with his armour-bearer and
page. The young prince, unable to bear the severity of the weather

@ Biog. Brit. vol. i, p. 63. 1st. edit.
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The activity and princely conduct of Edwin
qualified him, in every respect, to preside over the
Masons, who were employed under him in repair-

and want of food, desperately drowned himself. Some time after,
the king’s cup-bearer, who had been the chief cause of this act of
cruelty, happened, as he was serving the king at table, Yo trip with
one foot, but recovering himself with the other, ‘See,” said he,
pleasantly, ¢ how brothers afford each other help ;> which striking
the king with the remembrance of what himself had done, in taking
off Edwin, who might have helped him in"his wars, he caused that
business to be more thoroughly examined ; and finding his brother had
been falsely accused, caused his cup-bearer to be put to a cruel
death, endured hiroself seven years’ sharp penance, and built the two
monasteries of Middleton and Michelness, to atone for this base and
bloody fact.””*

Dr. Howel, speaking of this story, treats it as if very indifferently
founded, and, on that account, unworthy of credit.t Simeon of
Durham and the Saxon Chronicle say no more than that Edwin
was drowned by his brother’s command in the year 933.; Bromp-
ton places it in the first, or, at farthest, in the second year of his
reign; and he tells us the story of the. rotten ship, and of his
punishing the cup-bearer.§ William of Malmsbury, who is very
circumstantial, says, he only tells us what he heard ;|| but Matthew
the Flower-gathererq stamps tbe whole down as an indubitable
truth. Yet these discordant dates are not to be accounted for. If
he was drowned in the second, he could not be alive in the tenth
year of the king ; the first is the more probable date, because about
that time there certainly was a conspiracy against king Athelstane,
in order to dethrone him, and put out his eyes; yet he did not put
the author of it to death ; is it likely, then, that he should order
his brother to be thrown into the sea upon bare suspicion? Butthe
reader must remember, that we cite the same historians who have
told us this story, to prove that Athelstane was unanimously ac-
knowledged king, his brethren being too young to govern: one
would think, then, that they could not be old enough to conspire.
If we take the second date, the whole story is destroyed ; the king
could not do seven years’ penance, for he did not live so long ; and
as for the tale of the cup-bearer, and his stumbling at the king’s
table, the same story is told of Earl Godwin, who murdered the
brother of Edward the Confessor. Lastly, nothing is clearer from
history, than that Athelstane was remarkably kind to his brothers
and sisters, for whose sakes he lived single, and therefore his brother
had less temptation to conspire against him.

@ Speed’s Chronicle, book vii. chap. 38.
Gen. Hist, P. iv.e. 2. 8. 10.
Simeon Dunelm. p. 154. Chron. Saxon. p. 111.
Chronicon. p. 828.
De Gest. R. A. lib, ii,
Matth, Florileg.
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ing and building many churches and superb edifices,
which had been destroyed by the ravages of the
Danes, and other invaders, not only in the city of
York, but at Beverley, and other places.

On the death of Edwin, Athefstane undertook
in person the direction of the Lodges; and under
his sanction the Art of Masonry was propagated in

ace and security.

When Athelstane died, the Masons dispersed,

and the Lodges continued in a very unsettled state
till the reign of Edgar in 960; when the Frater-
nity were again collected by St. Dunstan, under
whose auspices they were employed on some pious
structures ; but it does mot appear that they met
with any permanent encouragement.
- After Edgar’s death, Masonry remained in a
low condition upwards of fifty years. In 1041, it
revived under tge patronage of Edward the Con-
fessor, who superintended the execution of several
great works. He rebuilt Westminster Abbey,
assisted by Leofrick Earl of Coventry, whom l{e
appointed to superintend the Masons. The Abbey
of Coventry, and many other structures, were
finished by this accomplished architect.

William the Conciueror having acquired the
crown of England in 1066, he appointed Gundulph
Bishop of Rochester, and Roger de Montgomery
Earl of Shrewsbury, joint patrons of the Masons,
who at this time excefled both in civil and military
architecture. Under their auspices the Fraternity
were employed in building the ‘Tower of London,
which was completed in' the reign of William
Rufus, who rebuilt London-bridge with wood, and
first constructed the palace and hall of Westminster
in 1087.

On the accession of Henry I. the Lodges con-
tinued to assemble. From this prince, the first
Magna Charta, or charter of liberties, was obtained
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by the Normans. Stephen succeeded Henry in
1185, and_employed the Fraternity in building a
chapel at Westminster, now the House of Com-
mons, and several other works. These were finished
under the direction of Gilbert de Clare Marquis of
Pembroke, who at this time presided over the
Lodges.

During the reign of Henry II. the Grand
Master of the Knights Templars superintended the
Masons, and employed them in building their
Temple in Fleet-street, A. D. 1155. Mason:
continued under the patronage of this order tl;ﬁ
the year 1199, when John succeeded his brother
Richard on the throne of England. Peter de Cole-
church was then appointed Grand Master. He
began to rebuild London-bridge with stone, which
was afterwards finished by William Alcmain in
1209. Peter de Rupibus succeeded Peter de
Colechurch in the office of Grand Master, and
Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, chief surveyor of the king’s
works, acted as his deputy. Under the auspices of
these two artists, Masonry flourished in England
during the remainder of this and the following

reign.
SECT. IIL

History of Masonry in England, during the Reigns

of Henry III. g/dward 1. Edward 1I. Edward

II. Richard II, Henry IV. Henry V. and
Henry VI.

ON the accession of Edward I. A. D. 1272, the
care of the Masons was entrusted to Walter Giffard,
Archbishop of York; Gilbert de Clare, Earl of
Gloucester; and Ralph, Lord of Mount Hermer,
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the progenitor of the family of the Montagues.
These architects superintended the finishing of
Westminster Abbey, which had been begun in
1220, during the minority of Henry III.

The collegiate chapel of Westminster, in honour
of St. Stephen, was begun to be rebuilt by king
Edward; at which the Masons were employed
more than two years.*

That the building of this chapel was completed
we are not informed; but we learn from Stowe,

. that a great fire broke out in the lesser hall of the -
royal palace at Westminster, which communicated
to the adjoining monastery, and consumed the
whole. It does not appear that the building was
restored during this reign ; as the wars in Scotland
in which the king was engaged, did not allow him
leisure to renew his labours; nor had he sufficient
wealth to carry on such a work.

In the reign of Edward I the Fraternity were
emgloyed in building Exeter and Oriel Colleges,
Oxford ; Clare-hall, Cambridge ; and many other

structures; under the auspices of Walter Stapleton,

Bishop of Exeter, who had been appointed Grand

Master in 1307.

Masonry flourished in England during the reign
of EdwarX III., who became the patron of science,
and the encourager of learning. He applied with
indefatigable assiduity to the Constitutions of the
Order; revised and meliorated the Ancient

* In the Exchequer rolls is preserved a curious account of the ex-
penses incurred on that occasion. It appears, that the daily pay of
the carpenters was 5d.: that of the other workmen 3d., 3d., and
24d. Although the weekly expenses were but trifling, the amount
of the whole was considerable.

Thomus of Canterbury, Master Mason, is supposed to have been
the principal architect; and Hugh de St. Albans, and Jobn de
Cotton, were the chief painters, and bad the highest wages, viz., a .
shilling a day.—~EpiTor.
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Charges, and added several useful regulations to
the original code of laws.* He patronized the
Lodges, and appointed five deputies under him to
inspect the proceedings of the Fraternity; viz.
1. John de Spoulee, who rebuilt St. George’s
chapel at Windsor, where the order of the garter
was first instituted, A.D. 1850; 2. Willlam a
Wykeham, afterwards bishop of Winchester, who
rebuilt the castle of Windsor, at the head of 400

* An old record of the Society runs thus :

¢In the glorious reign of King Edward III., when Lodges were
more frequent, the Right Worshipful the Master and Fellows, with
consent of the lords of the realm, (for most great men were then
Masons, ) ordained,

¢ That for the future,at the making or admission of a brother, the
Counstitation and the Ancient Charges should be read by the Master
or Warden.
. “That such as were to be admitted Master-Masons, or masters of
work, should be examined whether they be able of cunning to serve
their respective lords, as well the lowest as the highest, to the
honour and worship of the aforesaid Art, and to the profit of their
lords; for they be their lords that employ and pay them for their
service and travel.’ )

The following particulars are also contained in a very old MS. of
which a copy is said to have been in the possession of the late George
Payne, Esq. Grand Master in 1718:

¢ That when the Master and Wardens meet in a Lodge, if need be,
the sheriff of the county, or the mayor of the city, or alderman of
the town, in which the congregation is held, should be made fellow
and sociate to the Master, in help of him agaiust rebels, and for
upbearing the rights of the realm.,

¢ That entered prentices, at their making, were charged not to be
thieves or thieves’ maintainers; that they should travel honestly for
their pay, and love their fellows as themselves, and be true to the
king of England, and to the realm, and to the Lodge.

" ¢ That, at such congregations, it shall be inquired, whether any
master or fellow has broke any of the articles agreed to; and if
the offender, being duly cited to appear, prove rebel, and will not
attend, then the Lodge shall determine against him, that he shall
forswear (or renounce) his Masonry, and shall no more use this
craft; the which if he presume for 1o do, the sheriff of the county
shall prison bim, and take all his goods into the king’s hands,
till his grace be granted him and issued. For this cause princi-
pally have these congregations been ordained, that as well the
lowest as the highest should be well and truly served in this Art
aforesaid, throughout all the kingdom of England. Amen, so
mote it be I’ :
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Free-masons, A.D. 1357; 8. Robert a Barnham,
who finished St. George's-hall at the head of 250
Free-masons, with other works in the castle, A.D.
1375 ; 4. Henry Yeuele, (called in the old records
the King’s Free-mason,) who built the Charter-
house in London; King’s-hall, Cambridge; Queens-
borough-castle ; and rebuilt St. Stephen’s chapel,*

* On the 27th of May 1330, in the 4th year of Edward III.,the
works of this chapel were re-commenced. From a charter pre-
served in the Tower of London, it is evident that this chapel was not
finished for several years. In this charter, the motives which in-
duced king Edward to rebuild and endow it are expressed with pecu-
liar elegance and neatness. On the Ist of January 1353, he
granted to the Dean and Canons of this collegiate chapel, a spot
of ground extending to the Thames, whereon to build cloisters ; he
also made & grant of some houses in the neighbourhood, and vested
several manors for the endowment of the college in Jobn Duke of
Lancaster as trustee. The college of St. Stephen was valued at
its suppression at 1085!, 10s. 54.; and was surrendered in the first
year of Edward VI. The chapel was afterwards fitted up for the
meeting of the House of Commons, to whose use it has ever since
. been appropriated. )

The following account of the plan and ornaments of this chapel,
which, in consequence of some projected alterations in the House
of Commons, have lately, after a lapse of ages, been unveiled, may
be oonsidere& as curious and interesting ; as there is no contem-
plation that imparts a higher degree of satisfaction, than that which
presents to the mind images of ancient and departed splendour.

The eastern part of this chapel serves for the House of Commons,
and the western is occupied by the lobby, and adjoining rooms and
offices. In the latter, there are no traces of any enrichments ; but
in the former are the remains of the altar, stone-seats, and other
rich works, The elevation of the western front, or entrance to the
chapel, presents these ohservations. From the ground line in the
centre rise two arches, supporting the open screen. On the right of
the screen is the entrance into the porch adjoining, which is the wall
of the Court of Requests. On the left is a space, corresponding
once, it may be presumed, with the perfect side of the screen,
extending to the south wall of the hall. Ahove the screen, some
remains of the centre building is still visible. On the south front,
the centre window is complete ; five others are filled up with the
brick-work between the windows which at present light the House
of Commons. The buttresses are entire, as well as the tracing in
the spandrels of the arches. On the east front, from the ground
line, were three windows of the chancel, the east window of which
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