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ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY.



ON THE VALUE OF MASONIC PUBLICATIONS.

BY THE REV. JOHN OSMOND DAKEYNE, M.A.

The following Extract is copied from the Freemasons’ Quarterly
Review, for June, 1844, from the Speech of the Rev. J.
Osmond Dakeyne, delivered on the occasion of his presiding
at the Masonic Festival of the Oliver Testimonial at Lincoln,
on the 9th of May, 1844. )

“1 need not tell you, Brethren, what Freemasonry is: before
I was initiated, now some twenty years ago, I had read a good
deal about what it i3 not. I allude to a book published by Pro-
fessor Robison, of Edinburgh, towards the close of the last
century, entitled, ‘Proofs of a Conspiracy,” &c., in which he,
with great ingenuity and considerable mty, endeavoured to
connect Freemasonry with the worst features of the Illuminati,
&c., of the Continent. He was kind enough to say that he
thought Masonry in England was, in some degree, free from the
charges he had brought against it. And what were those charges ?
That we were disloyal, irreligious, and conspiring to overturn all
sacred and settled institutions! This book made a great im-
pression ; but that impression is removed. And how! By
these books which lie before me ! [Great cheering as the Rev.
Brother then held up splendidly bound copies of Dr. Oliver’s
Masonic Works.] These have dissipated for ever the accusations
brought against our Craft. Disloyal/ Why, at the very moment
when Professor Robison published his book, who were the. heads
of our Order? The chivalrous Earl of Moira, George Prince of
Wales, and Edward Duke of Kent! Disloyal/ Was not George
the Fourth our Grand Master? Was not William the Fourth
our Brother and Patron? Our last Grand Master was a Royal
Duke. The Duke of York was one of the Brotherhood. The
King of Hanover is a Freemason! Would all these princes have
belonged to a disloyal society? Are we conspirators to over-
throw settled institutions? Who is the present head of the
army ? The Duke of Wellington! Ay, the Duke of Wellington -
is & Freemason! Are we irreligious! The Archbishop of Can-
terbury, the Primate of all England, is a Freemason, and was
once Master of a Bristol Lodge! But I need not pursue these
points ; but sure I am that neither I nor my Rev. Brothers near
me would be present were it possible to bring any such charges
to bear against us. These facts, and above all these books, have
set our order in its true light. And who wrote these books?
Our friend and Brother and guest, whom we are now assembled
to honour ! They are the witnesses to his exertions—they are the
vouchers for his services, Our Brother Goodacre has aptly
alluded to the spreading of Masonry in the East, and, indeed,
over the world. Wherever our principles have gone, thither
also has ed the name of Dr. Oliver, the historian and the
sage of Masonry ; and contributions to this offering from the
distant climes prove in some measure that his labours are not
anrecognized.”

*.* See the end of this Volume for a list of Dr. Oliver’s Works on
Freemasonry.
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PREFACE,

e Gt

Taz favourable reception this Treatise has met
with in the several Editions through which it has
passed, encourages the Author to hope that its
appearance on a more enlarged scale will not
render it less deserving the countenance of his
Brethren. He would be wanting in gratitude to
his friends not to acknowledge his obligations to
several gentlemen for many curious extracts,
and the perusal of some valuable manuscripts,
which have enabled him to illustrate his subject
with greater accuracy and precision.

This Tract is divided into four Books. In the
First Book the excellency of Masonry is displayed.
In the Second Book the general plan of the sub-
jects treated in the three Degrees is illustrated,
with occasional remarks ; and a brief description
is given of the ancient ceremonies of the Order.
This part of the Treatise, which the Author
considers most essential for the instruction and
improvement of his Brethren, is considerably ex-
tended in the later Editions. The Third Book
contains the copy of a curious old Manuscript on
Masonry, with annotations, the better to explain
this authentic document of antiquity. The Fourth
Book is restricted to the history of Masonry firom
its firdt appearance in England, in which are in-
troduced the most remarkable occurrences of the
Society, both at home and abroad, with some
account of the principal Patrons and Protectors of
the Fraternity at different periods. The progress
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of Masonry on the continent, as well as in India
and America, is also traced, while the proceedings
of the Brethren of Scotland particularly claim
attention. Throughout the whole are interspersed
several explanatory notes, containing some useful
information ; and a few general remarks are intro-
duced on some of the late publications against the
Society of Freemasons.

The success of this Treatise has far exceeded its
merit; the Author, therefore, shall only observe
that, should his additions or corrections be con-
sidered real improvements, he will be amply grati-
fied for any pains he may have taken.

W. P.

Dean Street, Fetter Lane,
Feb. 1812.

*.* In justice to a worthy and intelligent
Brother, it may be necessary to note here that
the above was Brother Preston’s Preface to the
Twelfth Edition, and that after his death in 1819
a new Edition was called for and intrusted to
Brother S. Jones, a P.M. of the Lodge of Anti-
quity, who furnished two Sections of additional
historical matter, extending from the year 1812
to 1820, and occupying the space between pages
297 to 327 of the present Edition. I hold myself
responsible for the remainder.

G. O.
19th August, 1861.



PREFACE TO THE SEVENTEENTH EDITION.

——. e

Tue utility of the following work has been at-
tested, not only by the liberal patronage of three
generations of English Masons, who have allowed
it to pass through sixteen Editions, but also by
the universal testimony of our Brethren in the
New World. It forms the basis of several Masonic
publications in the United States, and some of
them, including “ Webb’s Monitor,” were com-
Eiled verbatim from its pages. Public approbation

aving been thus unequivocally awarded, the

Editor, in presenting another Edition to the
Craft, begs leave to announce that he has be-
stowed considerable pains to make it worthy of
being received as a text-book of unquestionable
authority by the Fraternity in the nineteenth
century, who, as he sincerely believes, are more
deeply impressed than their Brethren of a preced-
ing age with the genuine principles of Masonry,
and the practical duties and obligations which it
imposes upon them. Venrimus ad summum for-
lunc.

The history of Masonry in England, as origin-
ally written by Brother Preston, included much
extraneous matter, which, though absolutely ne-
cessary to him, as his materials were very limited
in extent, is comparatively useless, and would ex-
cite little interest in the present generations of
Masons. The reader will, therefore, be glad to
find that the historical portion of the work has
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been relieved from a heavy burden which was a
subject of regret to the Fraternity, and the narra-
tive permitted to flow in a clear and uninterrupted
current. Such a process of weeding will constitute
a decided improvement on all former Editions, and
" cannot fail to secure an accession of readers.

Yet, notwithstanding the necessary erasures,
Masonry has advanced so steadily in public opin-
ion of late years, that the dignity and importance
of its proceedings would require a still greater
space for their record and discussion than is thus
placed at his disposal, and, therefore, the Editor
feels himeelf obliged to accept the necessity of
avoiding, as @ rule, all reference to the general
transactions of private Lodges, lest in recording
the proceedings of one he should be so unfortu-
nate as to give offence to another (although many
exceptional cases have arisen where it has been
found expedient to transgress this conventional
limit) ; for if a history of all the English Lodges
were to be included in our programme, a quarto
would be insufficient to contain even an abridge-
ment of the materials; and, in the present palmy
state of Masonry, it would require a Parliament-
ary blue-book to note down even a brief analysis
of all the sayings and doings of the Brethren.
Thus any attemapt to reduce a full account of the
events of thirty years within the compass of a
hundred pages, would, after all possible pains had
been taken to make the record perspicuous, be to
a certain extent unsatisfactory. On a reference
to the additional matter, the Editor confidently
hopes it will be admitted that he has attained the
happy medium of sustaining the interest of his
performance without the sacrifice of any particu-
lars which might be considered essential to the
dignity and importance of historical truth.

In the additional historical notices introduced
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by the present editor,® many questions have arisen
which created considerable excitement while under
discussion, in consequence of essential differences
of opinion amongst the Craft. On these and all
other subjects, it will be found that the editor has
observed an even and straightforward course, with-
out suffering himself to be biassed by personal or
party feelings. IIe has carefully recorded every
important fact exactly as it occurred, with the im-
partiality of a faithful historian. And, therefore,
if any error should be detected, he trusts it will
be ascribed to its proper cause,—a mistaken view
of the transaction, and not a wilful misrepresenta-
tion of facts.

At the time when Brother Preston flourished,
harmony was intimately connected with Lodge
proceedings. Each section of the lecture was
succeeded by an appropriate toast or sentiment,®
proposed by the W. M., and drank in a small glass
of punch; and, not unfrequently, an appeal was
made to the chair, that the Brethren might be
indulged with a Masonic song, and the petition
was seldom refused. In consequence of this
practice, almost every publication on Masonry
contained a few pages of poetry, and sometimes
a list of toasts, in accordance with the example
set by the Grand Lodge of England in all the
Books of Constitutions printed in this country
previous to the union of the two Grand Lodges in
1813. These songs have been judiciously withdrawn
since that time. It will be clear, therefore, that
the insertion of songs was a sine qud non to our
author, which he could not consistently avoid ;
but under an improved régime, this necessity no
longer exists; and, therefore, the editor has ven-
tured to incur the responsibility of omitting the

* Commencing on p. 837. » Vide infra p. 38 n.
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poetry to make room for other and more im-
portant matter. :

I must here trespass a moment on the patience
and courtesy of my Brother Masons, by casting
aside all formality, and speaking a few words
respecting myself, in the first person; for as an
octogenarian, I cannot, in the course of nature,
have long to talk,and therefore I hope my Brethren
will indulge me with a little personal gossip. It
will probably be eonceded by a majority of those
whom I address, that my judgment in all matters
of Masonry is entitled to some degree of respect,
as I have devoted the leisure of sixty years of my
life to a development of the true philosophy of the
Order, for the purpose of placing it in a lofty
position which should be inaccessible to the sneers
and condemnation of those whe persist in repre-
senting it as a heartless system of infidelity and
irreligion. ‘' And, unfortunately these charges have
been revived in our own times by a few scientifio
men, who ought, before making their reveries
public, to have examined into the truth of their
allegations by the honourable and unfailing pro-
tess which is open to all good men—INITIATION ;
accompanied by a close and candid investigation
of its true principles. How far I have succeeded,
it is not for me to predicate. My published works
are before the world, and they will be existing
evidences of my sincerity, whether it be attended
with success or failure.

It may be said—indeed it has been said—that
I might have employed my leisure to a much
better purpose. Perhaps so. But I was of a
different opinion. Yet, while indulging a predi-
lection for Masonic pursuits, I never permitted
them to absorb all my faculties, or to induce a
neglect of professional duties of equal or superior
importance. And I enjoy the satisfaction of
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reflecting, at this advanced period of my life, that
while engaged in displaying the resplendent beau-
ties of the Order, I have never, in my numerous
publications on the subject of Masonry, treated a
cotemporary with harshness, or even discourtesy.
And I can conscientiously say, with Sir Walter
Scott, that “though I never will aim at popularity
by what I think unworthy means, I will not, on
the other hand, be pertinacious in the defence of
my own errors against the voice of the public.”
Enough of this.

In writing the continuation of the historical
portion of the work, I beg to acknowledge my
obligations, amongst other sources of reference, to
the “ Freemason’s Magazine,” in the absence of
which I should have possessed no reliable record
of the general proceedings of the Craft; and,
indeed, the spirit of improvement which the Order
has exhibited in modern times, may be chiefly
ascribed to the existence and influence of this
useful periodical. ®

GEORGE OLIVER.

Villa Road, Nottingham,

August, 1861.

b Vide infra p. 471.
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Ylustrations of Flusonry.

BOOK 1.
THE EXCELLENCY OF MASONRY DISPLAYED.

—

§ 1. Reflections on the Symmetry and Proportion in the
Works of Nature, and on the Harmony and Affection
among the various Species of Beings.

WHoEVER attentively observes the objects which
surround him, will find abundant reason to admire
the works of Nature, and to adore the Being who
directs such astonishing operations; he will be
convinced, that infinite Wisdom could alone de-
sign, and infinite Power complete, such amazing
workas. .

Were a man placed in a beautiful garden, would
not his mind be affected with exquisite delight on
a calm survey of its rich collections? Would not
the groves, the grottos, the artful wilds, the flowery
parterres, the opening vistas, the lofty cascades,
the winding streams, the whole variegated scene,
awaken his sensibility, and inspire his soul with
the most exalted ideas? When he observed the
delicate order, the nice symmetry, and beautiful
disposition of every part, seemingly complete in
itself, yet reflecting new beauties on the other, and
all contributing to make one perfect whole, would

B
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not his mind be agitated with the most agreeable
sensations ; and would not theview of the delightful
scene naturally lead him to admire and venerate
the happy genius who contrived it ?

If the productions of Art so forcibly impress the
mind with admiration, with how much greater
astonishment and reverence must we behold the
operations of Nature, which presents to view un-
bounded scenes of utility and delight, in which
Divine Wisdom is most strikingly- conspicuous ?
These scenes are, indeed, too expanded for the
narrow capacity of man to comprehend ; yet who-
ever contemplates the general system must natu-
rally, from the uniformity of the plan, be directed
to the original source, the Supreme Governor of
the world, the one perfect and unsullied beauty !

Beside all the pleasing prospects that every-
where surround us, and with which our senses are
every moment gratified; beside the symmetry, good
order, and proportion, which appear in all the
works of creation, something further attracts the
reflecting mind, and draws its attention nearer to
the Divinity; that is, the universal harmony and
affection among the different species of beings of
every rank and denomination. These are the ce-
ments of the rational world, and by these alone it
subsists. When they cease, Nature must be dis-
solved, and man, the image of his Maker, and the
chief of his works, be overwhelmed in the general
chaos. ,

In the whole order of beings, from the seraph
which adores and burns, down to the meanest
insect, all, according to their rank in the scale of
existence, have, more or less, implanted in them
the principle of association with others of the same
species. Even the most inconsiderable animals are
formed into different ranks and societies, for mu-
tual benefit and protection. Need we name the
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careful ant, or the industrious bee,—insects which '
the wisest of all mankind has recommended as
patterns of unwearied industry and prudent fore-
sight? When we extend our ideas, we shall find
that the innate principle of friendship increases
in proportion to the extension of our intellectual
faculties; and the only criterion by which a judg-
ment can be formed, respecting the superionty of
one part of the animal creation above an other,
is, by observing the degrees of kindness and good-
nature in which it excels.

Such are the general principles which pervade
the whole system of creation ; how forcibly, then,
must such lessons predominate in our assemblies,
where civilization and virtue are most zealously
cherished, under the sanction of science and the
arts ?

& 2. The Advantages resulting from Priendskip.

No subject can more properly engage the atten-
tion than the benevolent dispositions which indul-
gent Nature has bestowed upon the rational species.
These are replete with the happiest effects, and
afford to the mind most agreeable reflections. The
breast which is inspired with tender feelings is
naturally prompted to a reciprocal intercourse of
kind and generous actions. As human nature
rises in the scale of beings, the social affections
likewise arise. Where friendship is unknown,
jealousy and suspicion prevail; but where that
virtue 18 the cement, true happiness subsists. In
every breast there is a propensity to friendly acts,
which, being exerted to effect, sweetens every
temporal enjoyment; and although it does not
remove the disquietudes, it tends at least to allay
the calamities of life.

Friendship is traced through the circle of private
connections to the grand system of universal bene-

B2
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volence ; which no limits can circumscribe, as its
influence extends to every branch of the human
race, Actuated by this sentiment, each individual
connects his happiness with the happiness of his
neighbour, and a fixed and permanent union is
established among men.

But, thougb friendship, considered as the source
of universal benevolence, be unlimited, it exerts
its influence more or less powerfully, as the objects
it favours are nearer or more remote. Hence the
love of friends and of country takes the lead in
our affections, and gives rise to that true patriotism
which fires the soul with the most generous flame,
creates the best and most disinterested virtue, and
inspires that public spirit, and that heroic ardour,
which enable us to support a good cause, and risk
our lives in its defence.

This commendable virtue crowns the lover of his
country with unfading laurels, gives a lustre to his
actions, and consecrates his name to latest ages.
The warrior’s glory may consist in murder, and
the rude ravage of the desolating sword; but the
blood of thousands will not stain the hands of his
country’sfriend. His virtues are open, and of the
noblest kind. Conscious integrity supports him
against the arm of power; and should he bleed
by tyrant hands, he gloriously dies a martyr in
the cause of liberty, and leaves to posterity an
everlasting monument of the greatness of his soul.

Though friendship appears divine when em-
ployed in preserving the liberties of our country,
it shines with equal splendour in more tranquil
scenes. Before it rises into the noble flame of
patriotism, aiming destruction at the heads of
tyrants, thundering for liberty,and courting danger
in defence of rights; we behold it calm and mode-
rate, burning with an even glow, improving the
soft hours of peace, and heightening the relish



OF MASONRY. 5

for virtue. In those happy moments, contracts
are formed, societies are instituted, and the vacant
hours of life are employed in the cultivation of
social and polished manners.

On this general plan the universality of the sys-
tem of Masonry is established. Were friendship
confined to the spot of our nativity, its operation
would be partial, and imply a kind of enmity to
other nations. Where the interests of one country
interfere with those of another, Nature dictates
an adherence to the welfare of our own immediate
connections; but such interference apart, the true
Mason is a citizen of the world, and his philan-
thropy extends to all the human race. Unin-
fluenced by local prejudices, he knows no preference
in virtue but according to its degree, from whatever
country or clime it may spring.

§ 3. Origin of Masonry, ard its general Advantages.

From the commencement of the world, we may
trace the foundation of Masonry.* Ever since
symmetry began, and harmony displayed her °
charms, our Order has had a being. During many
ages, and in many different countries, it has
flourished. No art, no science preceded it. Inthe
dark periods of antiquity, when literature was in
a low state, and the rude manners of our fore-
fathers withheld from them that knowledge we
now so amply share, Masonry diffused its influence.
This science unveiled, arts arose, civilization took
place, and the progress of knowledge and philo-
sophy gradually dispelled the gloom of ignorance
and barbarism. Government being settled, autho-
rity was given to laws, and the assemblies of the

* The arguments for this high antiquity may be seen at length
in my * Antiquities of Masonry,” pp. 26—51, new edition.—
Eprror.
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Fraternity acquired the patronage of the great and
the good; while the tenets of the profession dif-
fused unbounded philanthropy.. :
Abstracted from the pure pleasures which arise
from friendship so wisely constituted as that which
subsists among Masons, and which it is scarcely
possible that any circumstance or occurrence can
erase, Masonry 1s a science confined to no par-
ticular country, but extends over the whole terres-
trial globe.> 'Wherever arts flourish, there it
flourishes too. Add to this, that by secret and
inviolable signs, carefully preserved among the
Fraternity, it becomes a universal language.
Hence many advantages are gained; the distant
Chinese, the wild Arab, and the American savage,
will embrace a brother Briton, and know, that be-
sides the common ties of humanity, there is still a
stronger obligation to induce him to kind and
friendly offices. The spirit of the fulminating
priest will be tamed, and a moral brother, though
of a different persuasion, engage his esteem: for
mutual toleration in religious opinions is one of
the most distinguishing and valuable characteristics
of the Craft. As all religions teach morality, if a
hrother be found to act the part of a truly honest -
man, his private speculative opinions are left to
God and himself. Thus, through the influence of
Mesonry, which is reconcilable to the best policy,
all those disputes which embitter life, and sour the

b The following arrangement of the human race into classes
marked by the peculiarity of their religious profession, taking
the population of the world at 844§ millions of souls, is thought
to approximate very nearly to the truth.

Christians, . 240 millions. Jews, . . .. 8 millions.

Mahometans,120 millions. Fetichees, . 124 millions.

Brabminists, 115 millions, Buddhists, . 170 millions.

Lamaites, . . 58 millions. Nanknists, . . 4 millious.

Confucians, . 5 millions, Zoroastrians, , § million,

EpITOR,
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tempers of men, are avoided ; while the common
good, the general object, is zealously pursued.

From this view of our system, its utility must
be sufficiently obvious. The universal principles
of the art unite, in one indissoluble bond of affec-
tion, men of the most opposite tenets, of the most
distant countries, and of the most contradictory
opinions ; so that in every nation a Mason may find
a friend, and in every climate a home.®

Such js the nature of our institution, that in
the lodge, which is confined to no particular spot,
union is cemented by sincere attachment, and plea-

¢ On this principle, unfortunate captives in war, and sojourn-
ers, accidentally cast on a distant shore, are particular objects
of attention, and seldom fail to experience indulgence from
Masons ; and it is very remarkable that there is not an instance
on record of a breach of fidelity, or of ingratitude where that in-
dulgence has been liberally extended. The two following facts
are extracted from Lawrie’s History of Freemasonry in Scot-
land. In the year 1748, Mons, Preverot, a gentleman in the
mavy, and brother of the celebrated M. Preverot, M.D,, in the
faculty of Paris, was unfortunately ehipwrecked on an island
whose viceroy was a Freemason. Along with his ship M. Pre-
verot had lost all his money and effects. In this destitute con-
dition he presented himself to the viceroy, and related his mis-
fortune in & manumer which completely proved that he was no
impostor. The viceroy made the masonic signs, which being
instautly returned by the Frenchmen, they recognized and em-
braced each other as brethren of the same order. M. Preverot
was conducted to the viceroy’s house, who furnished him with
all the comforts of 1ife, till a ship bound for France touched at
the island. Before his departure in this vessel, the viceroy
loaded him with presents, and gave him as much money as was
pecessary for carrying him into bis native country. The next
instance is still more striking. In the battle of Dettingen, in
1748, one of the king's guards having his horse killed under
him, was so entangled among the animal’s limbs that he was
unable to extricate himself, hile he was in this situation, an
Euglish dragoon galloped up to him, and, with his uplifted sabre,
was about to deprive him of life. The French soldier having,
with much dificulty, made the signs of Masonry, the dragoon
ized him as a brother, and not only epared his life but
freed him from his dangerous situation. He was made a prisoner
by the English dragoon, who was well aware that the ties of
Masonry cannot diesolve those of patriotism.— EDITOR.
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sure reciprocally communicated in the cheerful
observance of every obliging office. Virtue, the
grand object in view, luminous as the meridian
sun, shines refulgent on the mind, enlivens the
heart, and heightens cool approbation into warm
sympathy and cordial attention.

§ 4. Masonry considered under Two Denominations.

Masonry passes under two denominations,—
operative and speculative. By the former, we
allude to a proper application of the useful rules
of architecture, whence a structure derives figure,
strength, and beauty; and whence result a due
proportion and a just correspondence in all its parts.
By the latter, we learn to rule and direct the pas-
sions, act upon the square, keep a tongue of good
report, maintain secrecy, practise charity,and every
other virtue that can adorn the Man.

Speculative Masonry is so far interwoven with
religion, as to lay us under the strongest obligations
to pay thatrational homage to the Deity, which at
once constitutes our duty and our happiness. It
leads the contemplative to view with reverence
and admiration the glorious works of creation, and
inspires them with the most exalted ideas of the
perfections of the Divine Creator. Operative
Masonry furnishes us with dwellings, and conve-
nient shelter from the inclemencies of seasons; and
whilst it displays the effects of human wisdom, as
well in the choice as in the arrangement of the
materials of which an edifice is composed, it de-
monstrates, that a fund of science and industry is
implanted in man, for the best, most salutary, and
beneficent purposes,

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of igno-
rance, and the devastations of war, have laid waste
and destroyed many valuable monuments of anti-
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quity, on which the utmost exertions of human
genius have been employed. Even the temple of
Solomon, so spacious and magnificent, and con-
structed by so many celebrated artists, escaped not
the unsparing ravages of barbarous force.! Free-
masonry, notwithstanding, has still survived. The
attentive ear receives the sound from the instruc-
tive tongue, and the sacred mysteries are safely
lodged in the repository of faithful breasts. Tools
and implements of architecture (symbols the most
expressive |) are selected by the Fraternity, to
imprint on the memory serious and solemn truths;
and thus the excellent tenets of the institution
are transmitted, unimpaired, under circumstances
precarious, and even adverse, through a succession
of ages.
§ 5. The Government of the Fraternity.

The mode of government observed by the Fra-
ternity will give the best idea of the nature and
design of the Masonic institution.

¢ This once famous temple is no more. Its destruction by the
Romans, as predicted by Jesus Christ, was fulfilled in the most
minute particulars; and, on the same authority, we are quite
certain that it will never be rebuilt. It may not, however, be
uninteresting to notice briefly the account which travellers give
of the site of this celebrated ilasonic pile. ¢ Near St. Stephen’s
gate,” says M. Maundrell, ‘stands an indifferent Turkish house,
said to have been the spot whereon stood the palace of Pilate.
From the terrace of this house you have a fair prospect of all
the place whereon the temple stood —indeed, the only good pro-
that is allowed you of it ; for there is no going between
e borders of it without forfeiting your life, or, what is worse,
our religion. A fitter place for an august building could not
found in the world than in this area. It lies on the top of
Mount Moriab, over against Mount Olivet. One may still dis-
cover marks of the t labour that it cost to cut away the
hard rock, and to level such a space upon so strong a mountain.
In the ll:llieltlle of the area stands mslt pmenth a mosque, of s(rln
octagonal figure, supposed to be built upon the same groun
whereon a.nfi‘:mtl stood the Sanctum Sanctorum. It is neither
eminent for its eness nor its structure, and yet it makes a
stately figure, by the sole advantage of its situation.”—EDIToR,
B3
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Three classes are established among Masons,
under different appellations. The privileges of
each class are distinct; and particular means are
adopted to preserve those privileges to the just and
meritorious. Honour and probity are recommen-
dations to the first class; in which the practice of
virtue is enforced, and the duties of morality are
inculcated ; while the mind is prepared for a re-
gular progress in the principles of knowledge and
philosophy. Diligence, assiduity, and application,
are qualifications for the second class; ‘in which is
given an accurate elucidation of science, both in
theory and practice. Here human reason is culti-
vated, by a due exertion of the intellectual powers
and faculties ; nice and difficult theories are ex-
plained ; new discoveries are produced, and those
already known beautifully embellished. The third
class 1s restricted to a selected few, whom truth
and fidelity have distinguished, whom years and
experience have improved, and whom merit and
ahilities have entitled to preferment. With them
the ancient landmarks of the Order are pre-
served; and from them we learn the necessary
instructive lessons which dignify the art, and qua-
lify the professors to illustrate its excellence and
utility.

Such is the established plan of the Masonic
system. By this judicious arrangement, true
friendship is cultivated among different ranks of
men, hospitality promoted, industry rewarded, and
ingenuity encouraged.

§ 6. Reasons why the Secrets of Masonry ought not to be Publicly
- Exposed ; and the Importance of those Secrets demonstrated.

If the secrets of Masonry are replete with such
advantage to mankind, it may be asked, Why are

they not divulged for the general good? To this
it may be answered,— Were the privileges of
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Masonry to be indiscriminately dispensed, the
purposes of the institution would not only be sub-
verted, but our secrets, being familiar, like other
important matters, would lose their value, and
sink into disregard.

It is a weakness in human nature, that men are
generally more charmed with novelty than with the
intrinsic value of things. Innumerable testimonies
might be adduced to confirm this truth. Do we
not find that the most wonderful operations of the
Divine Artificer, however beautiful, magnificent,
and useful, are overlonked, because common and
familiar? The sun rises and sets, the sea ebbs
and flows, rivers glide along their chaunels, trees
and plants vegetate, men and beasts act; yet these
being perpetually open to view, pass unnoticed.
The most astonishing productions of Nature, on the
same account, escape observation, and excite no
emotion, either in admiration of the great Cause,
or of gratitude for the blessing conferred. Even
Virtue herself is not exempted from this unhappy
bias in the human frame. Novelty influences all
our actions and determinations. What is new, or
difficult in the acquisition, however trifling or
insignificant, readily captivates the imagination,
and ensures a temporary admiration ; while what
is familiar, or easily attained, however noble or
eminent, is sure to be disregarded by the giddy
and the unthinking. :

Did the essence of Masonry consist in the know
ledge of particular secrets, or peculiar forms, it
might, indeed, be alleged that our pursuits were
trifling and superficial. But this is not the case;
they are only the keys to our treasure, and, having
their use, are preserved : while, from the recollec-
tion of the lessons which they inculcate, the well-
informed Mason derives instruction: he draws
them to a near inspection, views them through a
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proper medium, adverts to the circumstances,
which gave them rise, and dwells upon the tenets
they convey. Finding them replete with useful
information, he prizes them assacred ; and, being
convinced of their propriety, estimates their value
by their utility.

Many are deluded by the vague supposition that
our mysteries are merely nominal ; that the prac-
tices established amongst us are frivolous; and that
our ceremonies may be adopted or waived at plea-
sure. On this false basis we find too many of the
Brethren hurrying through all the degrees of the
Order, without adverting to the propriety of one
step they pursue, or possessing a single qualification
to entitle them to advancement. Passing through
the usual formalities, they consider themselves
authorized to rank as masters of the art, solicit
and accept offices, and even assume the govern-
ment of the lodge, equally unacquainted with the
rules of the institution that they pretend to sup-
port, and the nature of the trust which they are
bound to perform. The consequence is obvious;
anarchy and confusion ensue, and the substance
is lost in the shadow. Hence men who are emi-
nent for ability, rank, and fortune frequently
view the honours of Masonry with indifference;
and, when their patronage is solicited, either
accept offices with reluctance, or reject them with
disdain.®

* The above remarks are worthy of the serious consideration
of every person who is ambitious to hold an office in Masonry.
I have had much experience in the management of country
lodges, and am convinced that the want of success, which is so
often and so justly complained of, and frequently ends in the
actual dissolution of the establishment, is to be attributed, in
nine instances out of ten, to a deficiency in point of judgment,
as well as talent, in the presiding officer. Vide ‘‘Signs and
Symbols,” by the Editor, Lec. 11, on the Government of a Lodge,
p. 244, new ed.—EDITOR.
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Masonry has long laboured under these disad-
vantages, and every zealous friend to the Order
must earnestly wish for a correction of the abuse.
Of late years it must be acknowledged, our as-
semblies have been in general better regulated;
of which the good effects are sufficiently displayed
in the judicious selection of our members, and the
more proper observance of our general regulations,

Were the brethren who preside at our meetings
to be properly instructed previous to their appoint-
ment, and duly apprised of the importance of the
offices they are chosen to support, a general re-
formation would speedily take place. This con-
duct would establish the propriety of our govern-
ment, and lead men to acknowledge that our
honours were not undeservedly conferred; the
ancient consequence of the Order would be re-
stored, and the reputation of the Society preserved.
Till genuine merit shall distinguish our claim to
the honours of Masonry, and regularity of de-
portment display the influence and utility of our
rules, the world in general will not be led to
reconcile our proceedings with our professions.

§ 7. Few Societies exempted from Censure.—Irreqularities of
Masons no Argument against the Institution.

Among the various societies of men, few, if any,
are wholly exempted from censure. Friendship,
however valuable in itself, and however universal
may be its pretensions, has seldom operated so
powerfullyin general associations as to promote that
sincere attachment to the welfare and prosperity
of each other which is necessary to constitute true
happiness. This may be ascribed to sundry causes,
but to none with more propriety than to the re-
prehensible motives which too frequently lead men
to a participation of social entertainments. If to
pass an idle hour, to oblige a friend, or probably
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to gratify an irregular indulgence, be the only in-
ducement to mix in company, is it surprising that
the important duties of society should be neglected,
and that in the quick circulation of the cheerful
glass the noblest faculties should be sometimes
buried in the cup of ebriety ?

It is an obvious truth, that the privileges of
Masoury have long been prostituted for unworthy
considerations, and hence their good effects have
been less conspicuous. Many have enrolled their
names in our records for the mere purposes of
conviviality without inquiring into the nature of
the particular engagements to which they are sub-
jected by becoming Masons.! Several have been
prompted by motives of interest, and many intro-
duced to gratify an idle curiosity, or to please as
jolly companions. A general odium, or at least a

f Tt is provided by the laws of Masonry, that no person shall
be received as a candidate for initiation, except he be = free-
man and his own master ; and at the time of his initiation be
known to be in reputable circumstances. He should be a lover
of the liberal Arts and Sciences, and have made some progress
in one or other of them.” (Const. Of proposing members, sec.
iv. p. 90.) A want of attention to this salutary rule induces
other irregularities, which seldom fail to involve a lodge in ulti-
mate ruin. The following censure of the Grand Lodge on this
poiot merits general circulation amongst the brethren. For
obvious reasons the name of the offending lodge is omitted.
‘It being remarked in the Grand Lodge that some of the
brethren of the Lodge No. — were unable to write, inasmuch as
their marks orly were affixed against their names, and amongst
them was the junior warden ; and the law, sec. iv. p. 90, declar-
ing such individuals ineligible for initiation, the M.W. Grand
Master will, after this notice, feel it a duty he owes to the craft
to bring under the cognizance of the Grand Lodge the conduct
of any lodge which shall violate the awhol and y law
above referred to ; a breach of which, it is declared in the pre-
amble to the regulations for proposing members, &c., p. 88,
shall subject the offending lodge to erasure. And the M.W.
Grand Master will require his Provincial Grand Masters to warn
the lodges under their respective superintendence, of this His
Royal Highness’s determination, and to report to him any in-
stance which shall come to their knowledge of a disregard of the
law in this respect.” (Quart. Com. 26th Sept. 1826.)—EDITOR.
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careless indifference, must be the result of such
conduct. But the evil stops not here. Persons
of this description, ignorant of the true nature of
the institution, probably without any real defect
in their own morals, are induced to recommend
others of the same cast to join the society for the
same purpose. Hence the true knowledge of the
art decreases with the increase of its members, and
the most valuable part of the institution is turned
into ridicule ; while the dissipations of luxury and
intemperance bury in oblivion principles which
might have dignified the most exalted characters.
When we consider the variety of members of
which the society of Masons is composed, and the
small number who are really conversant with the
tenets of the institution, we need not wonder that
few should be distinguished for exemplary lives.
By persons who are precipitately introduced into
the mysteries of the art, without the requisite
qualifications, -it cannot be expected that much
regard will be paid to the observance of duties
which they perceive to be opeuly violated by their
own initiation ; and it is an incontrovertible truth,
that, such is the unhappy bias in the disposition of
some men, though the fairest and best ideas were
imprinted on the mind, they are so careless of
their own reputation as to disregard the most
instructive lessons. We have reason to regret,
that even persons who are distinguished for a
knowledge in the art, are too frequently induced to
violate the rules, a pretended conformity to which
may have gained them applause. The hypocrisy,
however, is speedily unveiled ; no sooner are they
liberated from the trammels, as they conceive, of
a regular and virtuous deportment, in the tem-
porary government of the lodge, than, by abusing
the innocent and cheerful repast, they become
slaves to vice and intemperance, and not only dis-
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grace themselves, but reflect dishonour on the
Fraternity. By such indiscretions the best of in-
stitutions is brought into contempt; and the more
deserving part of the community justly conceives
a prejudice against the society, of which it is diffi-
cult afterwards to do away the impression.

But if some do transgress, no wise man will
thence argue against the institution, or condemn
the whole Fraternity for the errors of a few mis-
guided individuals. Were the wicked lives of men
admitted as an argument_against the religion
which they profess, the wisest and most judicious
establishments might be exposed to censure. It
may be averred in favour of Masonry, that what-
ever imperfections are found among its professors,
the institution countenances no deviation from the
rules of right reason. Those who violate the laws,
or infringe on good order, are kindly admonished
by secret monitors ; when these means have not
the intended effect, public reprehension becomes
necessary ; and at last, when every mild endeavour
to effect a reformation in their conduct is of no
avail, they are expelled the lodge, as unfit mem-
bers of the society.

Vain, therefore, is each idle surmise against the
plan of our government; while the laws of the
Craft are properly supported, they will be proof
against every attack. Men are not aware, that by
decrying any landable institution, they derogate
from the dignity of human nature itself, and from
that good order and wise disposition of things,
which the almighty Author of the world has
framed for the government of mankind, and esta-
blished as the basis of the moral system. Friend-
ship and social delights can never be the object of
reproach ; nor can that wisdom which hoary Time
has sanctified be a subject for ridicule. Whoever
attempts to censure what he does not comprehend,
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degrades himself; and the generous heart will pity
the mistakes of such ignorant presumption.

§ 8. Charity the distinguishing Characteristic of Masons.

Charity is the chief of all the social virtues,
and the distinguishing characteristic of Masons.
This virtue includes a supreme degree of love to
the great Creator and Governor of the universe, -
and an unlimited affection to the beings of his
creation, of all characters and of every denomina-
tion. This last duty is forcibly inculcated by the
example of the Deity himself, who liberally dis-
penses his beneficence to unnumbered worlds.

It is not particularly our province to enter into
a disquisition of every branch of this amiable virtue;
we shall, therefore, only briefly state the happy
effects of a benevolent disposition toward mankind ;
and show, that charity exerted on proper objects,
is the greatest pleasure man can possibly enjoy.

The bounds of the greatest nation or the most
extensive empire cannot circumscribe the gene-
rosity of a liberal mind. Men, in whatever situa-
tion they are placed, are still, in a great measure,
the same. They are exposed to similar dangers
and misfortunes ; they have not wisdom to foresee,
or power to prevent, the evils incident to human
nature; they hang, as it were, in a perpetual sus-
pense between hope and fear, sickness and health,
plenty and want. A mutual chain of dependence
subsists throughout the animal creation. All of
the human species are, therefore, proper objects
for the exercise of charity.

Beings who partake of one common nature ought
to be actuated by the same motives and interests,
Hence, to soothe the unhappy, by sympathizing
with their misfortunes, and to restore peace and
tranquillity to agitated spirits, constitute the
general and great ends of the Masonic System.
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This humane, this generous disposition, fires the
breast with manly feelings, and enlivens that spirit
of compassion which is the glory of the human
frame, and which not only rivals, but outshines
every other pleasure that the mind is capable of
enjoying.

All human passions, when directed by the supe-
rior principle of reason, tend to promote some
useful purpose; but compassion. toward proper
objects is the: most beneficial of all the affections,
and excites more lasting degrees of happiness ; as it
extends to greater numbers, and alleviates the
infirmities and evils which are incident to human
existence.

Possessed of this amiable, this godlike disposi-
tion, Masons are shocked at misery under every
form and appearance. When they behold an ob-
ject pining under the miseries of a distressed body
or mind, the healing accents which flow from the
tongue mitigate the pain of the unhappy sufferer,
and make even adversity, in its dismal state, look
gay. When pity is excited, the Mason will assuage
grief, and cheerfully relieve distress. If a Brother
be in want, every heart is moved;¢ when he is
hungry, we feed him ; when he is naked, we clothe
him ; when he is in trouble, we fly to his relief.
Thus we confirm the propriety of the title we
bear ; and ‘convince the world at large, that
LROTHER, among Masons, is more than the name.

8 “Tn 1739, after Pope Eugenius had issued his bull against
Freemasonry, one Crudeli, a Freemason, was imprisoned at
Fiorence by the Inquisition, and suffered the most unmerited
cruelties for maintaining the innocence of the association.
When the Grand Lodge of England was informed of his miser-
able situation, they recollected that a foreigner, however low
his rank, and however distant his abode, had a claim upon their
sympathy. They transmitted to him twenty pounds for pro-
curing the necessaries of life, and exerted every nerve for effect-
ing his liberation.” (Lawrie, p. 128.)—EDITOR.
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§ 9. The Discernment displayed by Masons tn the Choice of Objects
of Charity.

The most inveterate enemies of Masonry must
acknowledge, that no society is more remarkable
for the practice of charity, or any association of
men more famed for disinterested liberality. It
cannot be said, that Masons indulge in convivial
mirth, while the poor and needy pine for relief.
Our charitable establishments and quarterly con-
tributions, exclusive of private subscriptions, to
relieve distress, prove that we are ready, with
cheerfulness, in proportion to our circumstances,
to alleviate the misfortunes of our fellow-creatures.
Considering, however, the variety of objects, whose
distress the dictates of nature as well as the ties of
Masonry incline us to relieve, we find it necessary
sometimes to inquire into the cause of misfortune ;
lest a misconceived tenderuess of disposition, or
an impolitic generosity of heart, might prevent us
from making a proper distinction in the choice of
objects. Though our ears are always open to the
distresses of the deserving poor, yet charity is not
to be dispensed with a profuse liberality on impos-
tors." The parents of a numerous offspring, who,

» Tt is to be regretted that, from the charitable principles of
the institution, masonioc impostors are very numerous. They
prowl about the country with fictitious certificates, and often
wooceed in deluding the masters of lodges and other benevolent
brothers, to the injury of worthy brethren, whose tale of distress
proceeds from the genuine workings of a heart oppressed with
unmerited misfortune. The difficulty of distinguishing between
real and assumed objeots of charity may be estimated from such
cases as the following, extracted from the Quarterly Communi-
cation for December, 1828 :—‘‘ A Report from the Board of
General Purposes was read, stating that an individual, calling
himself S8imon Ramus, had been endeavouring to impose wpon
brethren, and to obtain pecuniary assistance, under colourf a
fabricated certificate, stating him to have been a Member of
the Lodge No. 858, formerly No. 280, but which certificate had
boen detained from him by the Lodge No. 283, and transmitted to
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through age, sickness, infirmity, or any unforeseen
accident in life, may be reduced to want, particu-
larly claim our attention, and seldom fail to expe-
rience the happy effects of our friendly associations.
To such objects, whose situation is more easy to be
conceived than expressed, we are induced liberally
to extend relief. Hence we give convincing proofs
of wisdom and discernment ; for though our bene-
volence, like our laws, be unlimited, yet our hearts
glow principally with affection toward the deserving
part of mankind.

From this view of the advantages which result
from the practice and profession of Masonry, every
candid and impartial mind must acknowledge its
utility and importance to the State ; and surely, if
the picture here drawn be just, it must be no trifling
acquisition to any Government, to have under its
jurisdiction a society of men, who are not only true
patriots and loyal subjects, but the patrons of
science and the friends of mankind.

§ 10. Priendly Admonitions.

As useful knowledge is the great object of our
desire, let us diligently apply to the practice of the
art, and steadily adhere to the principles which it
inculcates. Let not the difficulties that we have
to encounter check our progress, or damp our
zeal ; but let us recollect, that the ways of wisdom

the Grand Lodge. And, also, that another individual, calling
himself Miles Martin, but supposed to be one Joseph Larkins,
had, in a similar manner, been endeavouring to impose upon
brethren, under colour of a certificate from the Grand Lodge
of Ireland, and a certificate from the Lodge No. 145, at Nor-
wich, but which certificates had been detained by the S.W, of
the Lodge No. 779, and transmitted to the Grand Lodge : the
Board stated that they were induced to make this Report with
a view to guard brethren against further attempts at imposition
by those individuals, although their means were, in a great
pres.sure, destroyed by the detention of the certificates.,”—
DITOR. :
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are beautiful, and lead to pleasure. Knowledge is
attained by degrees, and cannot everywhere be
found. Wisdom seeks the secret shade, the lonely
cell, designed for contemplation. There enthroned
she sits, delivering her sacred oracles. There let
us seek her, and pursue the real bliss. Though
the passage be difficult, the farther we trace it the
easier it will become.

Union and harmony constitute the éssence of
Freemasonry : while we enlist under that banner,
the society must flourish, and private animosities
give place to peace and good fellowship. Uniting
n one design, let it be our aim to be happy our-
selves, and contribute to the happiness of others.
Let us mark our superiority and distinction among
men, by the sincerity of our profession as Masons ;
let us cultivate the moral virtues, and improve in
all that is good and amiable; let the Genius of
Masonry preside over our conduct, and under her
sway let us perform our part with becoming dig-
nity; let us preserve an elevation of under-
standing, a politeness of manner, and an evenness
of temper ; let our recreations be innocent, and
pursued with moderation; and never let irregular
indulgences lead to the subversion of our system,
by impairing our faculties, or exposing our cha-
racter to derision. In conformity to our precepts,
as patterns worthy of imitation, let the respecta-
bility of our character be supported by the regu-
larity of our conduct and the uniformity of our
deportment ; then as citizens of the world, and
friends to every clime, we shall be living exam-
ples of virtue and benevolence, equally zealous to
merit, as to obtain universal approbation.
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BOOK II

GENERAL REMARKS: INCLUDING AN ILLUS-
TRATION OF THE LECTURES; A PARTICULAR
DESCRIPTION OF THE ANCIENT CEREMONIES;
AND THE CHARGES USED IN THE DIFFERENT
DEGREES.

§ 1. General Remarks.

Masonry is an art useful and extensive. In
every art there is a mystery which requires a pro-
gress of study and application before we can arrive
at any degree of perfection. Without much in-
struction, and more exercise, no man can be skilful
in any art; in like manner, without an assiduous
application to the various subjects treated in the
different lectures of Masonry, no person can be
sufficiently acquainted with the true value of the
institution.

From this remark it is not to be inferred, that
those who labour under the disadvantage of a
confined education, or whose sphere of life requires
assiduous attention to business or useful employ-
ments, are to be discouraged in their endeavours
to gain a knowledge of Masonry. To qualify
an individual to enjoy the benefits of the society
at large, or to partake of its privileges, it is not
absolutely necessary that he should be acquainted
with all the intricate parts of the science: these
are only intended for persons who may have
leisure and opportunity to indulge the pursuit.

Some may be more able than others, some more
eminent, some more useful; but all in their dif-
ferent spheres, may prove advantageous to the
community ; and our necessities, as well as our con-
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sciences, bind us to love one another. To persons,
however, whose early years have been dedicated
to literary pursuits, or whose circumstances and
situation in life render them independent, the
offices of the lodge ought principally to be restricted.
The industrious tradesman proves himself a valu-
able mewber of society, and worthy of every honour
that we can confer ; but the nature of every man’s
profession will not admit of that leisure which is
necessary to qualify him to become an expert
Mason, s0 as to discharge the official duties of the
lodge with propriety. And it must also be ad-
mitted, that those who accept offices and exer-
cise authority in the lodge, ought to be men of
prudence and address, enjoying the advantages of
a well-cultivated mind and retentive mewmory.
All men are not blessed with the same powers and
talents; all men, therefore, are not equally quali-
fied to govern. He who wishes to teach, must
submit to learn; and no one can be qualified to
support the higher offices of the lodge who has not
previously discharged the duties of those which
are subordinate. Experience is the best preceptor.
Every man may rise by gradation, but merit and
industry are the first steps topreferment. Masounry
is wisely instituted for different ranks and degrees
of men ; and every brother, according to his station
and ability, may be employed in the lodge, and
class with his equal. Actuated by the best prin-
ciples, no disquietude is found among the pro-
fessors of the art. Each class is happy in its
particular association; and when all the classes
meet in general convention, one plan regulates the
whole ; neither arrogance nor presumption appears
on the one hand, nor diffidence nor inability on
the other ; but every brother vies to excel in pro-
moting that endearing happiness which constitutes
the essence of civil society.
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§ 2. The Ceremony of Opening and Closing the Lodge.

In all regular assemblies of men which are con-
vened for wise and useful purposes, the commence-
ment and conclusion of business is accompanied
with some form. In every country of the world
the practice prevails, and is deemed essential.
From the most remote periods of antiquity it is
traced, and the refined improvements of modern
times have not abolished it.

Ceremonies, simply considered, are little more
than visionary delusions; but their effects are
sometimes important. When they impress awe
and reverence on the mind, and attract the atten-
tion to solemn rites by external forms, they are
interesting objects. These purposes are effected
when judicious ceremonies are regularly conducted
and properly arranged. On this ground they have
received the sanction of the wisest menin all ages,
and consequently could not escape the notice of
Masons. To begin well, is the most likely means
to end well ; and it is justly remarked, that when
order and method are neglected at the beginning,
they will be seldom found to take place at the end.

The ceremony of opening and closing the lodge
with solemnity and decorum is therefore universally
adopted among Masons; and though the mode in
some meetings may vary, and in every Degree
must vary, still a uniformity in the general prac-
tice prevails in the lodge; and the variation (if
any) is solely occasioned by a want of method,
which a little application will easily remove.

To conduct this ceremony with propriety, ought
to be the peculiar study of all Masons, especially
of those who have the honour to rule in our assem-
blies. To persons who are thus dignified, every
eye is directed for regularity of conduct and be-
haviour; and by their example, other brethren,
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less informed, may naturally expect to derive in-
struction.

From a share in this ceremony mo Mason is
exempted ; it is a general concern, in which all
must assist. 'This is the first request of the Master
and the prelude to business. No sooner has it
been signified, than every officer repairs to his
station, and the brethren rank according to their
degrees. The intent of the meeting hecomes the
object of attention ; and the mind is insensibly
drawn from the indiscriminate subjects of conver-
sation which are apt to intrude on our less serious
moments.

Our first care is directed to the external avenues
of the lodge ; and the officers, whose province it is
to discharge that duty, execute the trust with
fidelity. By certain mystic forms, of no recent
date, it is intimated that we may safely proceed.
To detect impostors among ourselves, an adherence
to order in the character of Masons ensues, and the
lodge is opened ! or closed in solemn form.

At opening the lodge, two purposes are effected :
the Master is reminded of the dignity of his cha-
racter, and the brethren of the homage and vene-
ration due to him in their sundry stations. These,
however, are not the only advantages resulting
from a due observance of the ceremony; a reve-
rential awe for the Deity is inculcated, and the
eye is fixed on that object from whose radiant

' In the first degree the Lodge is technically declared to be
open “for the purposes of Masonry ;" in the second, * on the
square ; " and in the third, ‘“on the centre.”

A rebearsal of the Antient Charges pl:})erly succeeds the
opening, aud precedes the closing, of the lodge. This was the
constant practice of our antient brethren, and ought never to be
neglected in our regular assemblies. A recapitulation of our
duty cannot be disagreeable to those who are acquainted with
it ; and to those to whom it is not known, should any such be,
it must be highly proper to recommend it.—See the Book of Con-
stitutions : Antient Charges.

c
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beams alone light can be derived. Hence, in this
ceremony, we are taught to adore God, and sup-
plicate his protection on our well-meant endea-
vours. The Master assumes his government in
due form, and under him his Wardens; who
accept their trust, after the customary salutations.
Then the brethren, with one accord, unite in duty
and respect, and the ceremony concludes.

At closing the lodge, a similar form takes place.
Here the less important duties of the Order are
not passed unobserved. The necessary degree of
subordination which takes place in the govern-
ment of the lodge is peculiarly marked : while the
proper tribute of gratitude 1s offered up to the
beneficent Author of life, whose blessing is in-
voked, and extended to the whole Fraternity.
Each brother then faithfully locks up in his own
repository the treasure which he has acquired;
and, pleased with his reward, retires to enjoy, and
disseminate among the private circle of his friends,
the fruits of his labour and industry in the lodge.

These are faint outlines of a ceremony which
universally prevails among Masons, and distin-
guishes all their meetings. Hence, it is arranged
as a general Section in every Degree of the Order,
and takes the lead in all our illustrations.

§ 3. Remarks on the First Lecture,

Having illustrated the ceremony of opening and
closing the lodge, we shall now enter on a disquisi-
tion of the different Sections of the Lectures which
are appropriated to the three Degrees of the Order,
giving a brief summary of the whole, and annexing
to every Remark the particulars to which the Sec-
tion alludes. Bythese means the industrious Mason
will be better instructed in the regular arrangement
of the Lectures, and be enabled with more ease to
acquire a competent knowledge of the Art.
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The First Lecture is divided into sections, and
each section is subdivided into Clauses. In this
Lecture, virtue is painted in the most beautiful
colours, and the duties of morality are strictly
enforced. Here we are taught such wise and
useful lessons as prepare the mind for a regular
advancement in the principles of knowledge and
philosophy ; and these are imprinted on the me-
mory by lively and sensible images, well calcu-
lated to influence our conduct in the proper dis-
charge of the duties of social life.

The First Section.—The first Section of this
Lecture is suited to all capacities, and may and
ought to be known by every person who wishes to
rank as a Mason. It consists of general heads,
which, though they be short and simple, will be
found to carry weight with them. They not only
serve as marks of distinction, but communicate
useful and interesting knowledge when they are
duly investigated. They qualify us to try and
examine the rights of others to our privileges,
while they demonstrate our own claim; and
as they induce us to inquire minutely into
other particulars of great importance, they
serve as a proper introduction to subjects which
are more amply explained in the following sec-
tions.

The Second Section.— The Second Section
makes us acquainted with the peculiar forms and
ceremonies which are adopted at the initiation of
candidates into Masoury ; and convinces us beyond
the power of contradiction, of the propriety of
our rites; whilst it demonstrates to the most

¢ As we can abnex to this remark no other explanation, con-
sistently with the rules of Masonry, we must vefer the more
inquisitive to our regular assemblies for fartber instruction.

c?
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sceptical and hesitating mind their excellence and
utility.' :

A Prayer used at Initiation.

« Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the
Universe, to this our present convention, and
grant that this Candidate for Masonry may dedi-
cate and devote his life to thy service, and become
a true and faithful Brother amongst us! Endue
him with a competency of thy Divine wisdom ;
that, by the secrets of this Art, he may be the
better enabled to display the beauties of godliness,
to the honour of thy holy Name. So mote it be.” ™

The Third Section.—The Third Section, by the
reciprocal communication of our marks of distine-
tion, proves the regularity of our initiation ; and

1 The following particulars, relative to the ceremony of initia-
tion, may be introduced here with propriety :

The Declaration to be assented to by every Candidate previous to
TInitiation, and to be subscribed by his Name at full length :
“To the Worshipful Master, Wardens, Officers, and Members
of the Lodge of  No,

¢« [A.B.), being a free man, and of the full age of twenty-
one years, do declare, that, unbiassed by the improper solicita-
tion” of friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary or other un-
worthy motives, I freely and voluntarily offer myself a candi-
date for the mysteries of Masonry ; that I am prompted by a
favourable opinion conceived of the institution, and a desire of
knowledge : and that I will cheerfully conform to all the antient
usages and established customs of the Order. Witness my
hand, this day of [A.B.]

¢ Witness [C.D.]”

N.B. Copies bound up of this Declaration for the use of
lodges may be had of the Publisher.

m Tt is a duty incumbent on the Master of the lodge, before
the ceremony of initiation takes place, to inform the Candidate
of the purEose and design of the institution ; to explain the
nature of his solemn engagements ; and, in a manner peculiar
t;)l Moas;ns, to require his cheerful acquiescence to the tenets of
the Order.
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inculcates those necessary and instructive duties
which dignify our character in the double capacity,
of Men and Masons.

We cannot better illustrate this Section, than by
inserting the following : —

Charge at Initiation into the First Degree.”
BROTHER,—

As you have passed through the ceremony of
your initiation, let me congratulate you on being
admitted a member of our ancient and honourable
institution. Ancient, no doubt, it is, as having
subsisted from time immemorial ; and honourable
it must be acknowledged to be—as, by a natural
tendency, it conduces to make those so who are
obedient to its precepts. Indeed, no institution
can boast a more solid foundation than that on
which Freemasonry rests—the practice of every
moral and social virtue; and to so high an emi-
nence has its credit been advanced, that in every
age monarchs themselves have been promoters of
the Art; have not thought it derogatory to their
diguity to exchange the sceptre for the trowel;
have patronized our mysteries, and joined in our
assemblies.

As a Freemason, let me recommend to your
most serious contemplation the volume of the
Sacred Law; charging you to consider it as the
unerring standard of truth and justice, and to
regulate your actions by the Divine precepts it
contains. Therein you will be taught the important
duties you owe to God, to your neighbour, and to

ourself. 7o God, by never mentioning his name
iut with that awe and reverence which are due

* This Charge is the one used in the Lodge of Improvement
founded by the late Brother Peter Gilks, which holds its meetings
under the sanction of the Lodge of Unions, No. 818, every
Friday evening, at the Freemasons’ Tavern, Great Queen-street.
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from the creature to his Creator; by imploring
his aid on all your lawful undertakings, and by
looking up to him in every emergency, for comfort
and support. To your neighbour, by acting with
him on the square ; by rendering him every kind
office which justice or mercy may require; by
relieving his necessities, and soothing his afflic-
tions, and by doing to him, as in similar cases, you
would wish he would do to you. And fo yourself,
by such a prudent and well-regulated course of
discipline, as may best conduce to the preserva-
tion of your corporeal and mental faculties in
their fullest energy; thereby enabling you to
exert those talents wherewith God has blest you,
as well to his glory as the welfare of your fellow-
creatures.

As a citizen of the world, I am to enjoin you
to be exemplary in the discharge of your civil
duties, by never proposing, or at all countenancing,
any act that may have a tendency to subvert the
peace and good order of society ; by paying
due obedience to the laws of any state which may
for a time become the place of your residence, or
afford you its protection ; and above all, by never
losing sight of the allegiance due to the Sovereign
of your native land ; ever remembering that
Nature has implanted in your breast a sacred and
an indissoluble attachment towards that country,
whence you derived your birth and infant nurture.

As an individual, let me recommend the practice
of every domestic as well as public virtue. Let
Prudence direct you! Temperance chasten you !
Fortitude support you! and Justice be the guide
of all your actions. Be especially careful to main-
tain, in their fullest splendour, those truly Masonic
ornaments, which have already been amply illus-
trated, Benevolence and Charity.

Still, as a Freemason, there are other excel-
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lences of character to which your attention may
be peculiarly and forcibly directed. Among the
foremost of these are, Secrecy, Fidelity, and Obe-
dience.

Secrecy consists in an inviolable adherence to
the obligation you have entered into, never im-
properly to disclose any of those Masonic Secrets
which have now been, or may at any future period
be, intrusted to your keeping, and cautiously to
avoid all occasions which may inadvertently lead
you to do so.

Your Fidelity must be exemplified by a strict
observance of the constitutions of the fraternity ;
by adhering to the ancient land-marks of the
order ; by never attempting to extort, or other-
wise unduly obtain the secrets of a superior de-
gree; and by refraining to recommend any one
to a participation of our secrets, unless you have
strong grounds to believe that, by a similar fidelity,
he will ultimately reflect honour on your choice.

Your Obedience must be proved by a strict
observance of our laws and regulations ; by prompt
attention to all signs and summonses ; by modest
and correct demeanour in the lodge ; by abstaining
from every topic of political or religious discus-
sion; by a ready acquiescence in all votes and
resolutions duly passed by a majority of the
Brethren ; and by a perfect submission to the
Master and his Wardens, while acting in the dis-
charge of their respective offices.

And, as a last general recommendation, let me
exhort you to dedicate yourself to such pursuits as
may at once enable you to become respectable in
life, useful to mankind, and an ornament to the
Society of which you have this day become a
member ; that you will more especially study such
of the liberal arts and sciences as may lie within
the compass of your attainment, and that without
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neglecting the ordinary duties of your station,
you will feel yourself called on to make a daily
advancement in Masonic knowledge.

From the very commendable attention you ap-
pear to have given to this Charge, I am led to
hope you will duly appreciate the value of Free-
masonry, and indelibly imprint on your heart, the
. sacred dictates of Truth, of Honour, and of Virtue.
This section usually closes with the following

EULOGIUM.

Masonry comprehends within its circle every
branch of useful knowledge and learning, and
stamps an indelible mark of pre-eminence on its
genuine professors, which neither chance, power,
nor fortune, can bestow. When its rules are
strictly observed, it is a sure foundation of tran-
quillity amid the various disappointments of life ;
a friend that will not deceive, but will comfort
and assist, in prosperity and adversity ; a blessing,
that will remain with all time, circumstances,
and places; and to which recourse may be had,
when other earthly comforts sink in disregard.

Masonry gives real and intrinsic excellency to
man, and renders him fit for the duties of society.
It strengthens the mind against the storms of life,
paves the way to peace, and promotes domestic
happiness. It meliorates the temper, and im-
proves the understanding ; it is company in soli-
tude, and gives vivacity, variety, and energy to
social conversation. In youth, it governs the
passions, and employs usefully our most active
faculties ; and in age, when sickness, imbecility,
and disease, have benumbed the corporeal frame,
and rendered the union of soul and body almost
intolerable, it yields an ample fund of comfort
and satisfaction.

These are its general advantages ; to enumerate
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them separately, would be an endless labour. It
may be sufficient to observe, that he who culti-
vates this scienece, and acts agreeably to the
character of a Mason, has within himself the
spring and support of every social virtue ; a sub-
ject of contemplation, that enlarges the mind,
and expands all its powers ; a theme that is inex-
baustible, ever new, and always interesting.

The Fourth Section.—The Fourth Section ra-
tionally accounts for the origin of our hierogly-
phical instruction, and points out the advantages
which accompany a faithful observance of our
duty. It illustrates, at the same’ time, certain
particulars, our ignorance of which might lead us
into error ; and which, as Masons, we are indis-
pensably bound to know.

To make daily progress in the Art, is a constant
duty, and expressly required by our general laws,
What end can be more noble, than the pursuit of
virtue ? what motive more alluring, than the prac-
tice of justice? or what instruction more bene-
ficial, than an accurate elucidation of symbols
which tend to improve and embellish the mind ?
Every thing that strikes the eye more immedi-
ately engages the attention, and imprints on the
memory serious and solemn truths. Masons have,
therefore, universally adopted the plan of incul-
cating the tenets of their Order by typical figures
and allegorical emblems, to prevent their myste-
ries from descending within the familiar reach of
inattentive and unprepared novices, from whom
they might not receive due veneration.

The usages and customs of Masons have ever
corresponded with those of the antient Egyptians ;
to which, indeed, they bear a near affinity. Those
philosophers, unwilling to expose their mysteries
to vulgar eyes, concealed their particular tenets

c38
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and principles of polity and philosophy under
hieroglyphical figures; and expressed their no-
tions of government by signs and symbols, which
they communicated to their Magi alone, who were
bound by oath® never to reveal them. Pythagoras
seems to have established his system on a similar
plan; and many Orders of a more recent date
have copied the example. Masonry, however, is
not only the most antient, but the most moral
Institution that ever existed; as every character,
figure, emblem, depicted in the lodge, has a moral
meaning, and tends to inculcate the practice of
virtue on those who behold it.p -

The Fifth Section.—The Fifth Section explains
the nature and principles of our Institution, and
teaches us to discharge with propriety the duties
of the different departments which we are ap-
pointed to sustain in the government of the lodge.
Here, too, our ornaments are displayed, and our
jewels and furniture specified ; while a proper
attention is paid to our antient and venerable
patron.

© ¢The oath proposed to the aspirant for the Pythagorean
mysteries was made on the number Four, or Tetractys, which
was expressed by TEN commas or jods (supposing it to be de-
rived from the Tetragrammaton of the Jews), disposed in the
form of an equilateral triangle, each side containing four, as
follows :—

, Monad, fire, or the active principle.
’ s Duad, the passive principle.
s s Triad, the world proceeding from their union.
, s s » Quaternary, the liberal sciences.

This triangle, as some authors suppose, bore a reference to the
triune God, whence it was termed T7igonon mysticum. Iambli-
chus gives us the words of this tremendous oath. Ov pa 7ov
aperepn, &c. ¢‘ By the GREAT TETRACTYS, or name IAO, who
hath communicated the fountain of eternity to our souls, &e.”—
(Oliver's Hist. Init. new ed. p. 125, in not3).—EDITOR.

8 1 T{l7is closes with a definition of Charity, for which see Sec.
, pe 17,
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To explain the subjects treated in this Section,
and assist the industrious Mason to acquire them,
we can only recommend a punctual attendance on
the duties of the lodge, and a diligent application
to the lessons which are there inculcated.

The Sixth Section.—The Sixth Section, though
the last in rank, is not the least considerable in
importance. It strengthens those which precede;
and enforces, in the most engaging manner, a due
regard to character and behaviour, in public as
well as in private life; in the lodge as well as in
the general commerce of society.

This Section forcibly inculcates the most in-
structive lessons. Brotherly Love, Relief,and Truth,
are themes on which we here expatiate.—By the
exercise of Brotherly Love we are taught to re-
gard the whole human species as one family, the
high and low, the rich and poor; who, as children
of the same Parent, and inhabitants of the same
planet, are to aid, support, and protect each other.
On this principle, Masonry unites men of every
country, sect, and opinion ;% and conciliates true
friendship among those who might otherwise have
remained at a perpetual distance.—Relief is the
next tenet of the profession; and though to re-
lieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on all
men, it is more particularly so on Masons, who
are linked together by an indissoluble chain of

¢ I cite a single instance of this fact from Lawrie. “A
8Scottish gentleman in the Prussian service was taken prisoner
at the battle of Lutzen, and was conveyed to Prague along with
four hundred of his companions in arms. As soon asit was known
that he was a Mason he was released from coyfinement: he was
invited to the tables of the most distinguished citizens, and re-
quested to oonsider himself as a Freemason and not a8 a prisoner
of war. About three months after the engagement, an ex-
change of prisoners took place, and the Scottish officer was Fw
sented by the fraternity with a purse of sixty ducats to defray
the expenses of his journey.”—EDITOR.
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sincere affection. To soothe calamity, alleviate
misfortune, compassionate misery, and restore
peace to the troubled mind, is the grand aim of
the true Mason. On this basis he establishes his
friendships, and forms his connections.— Trut/ is
a divine attribute, and the foundation of every
virtue. To be good men and true, is the first
lesson we are tanght in Masonry. On this theme
we contemplate, and by its dictates endeavour to
regulate our conduct : influenced by this principle,
hypocrisy and deceit are unknown in the lodge,
sincerity and plain-dealing distinguish us; while
the heart and tongue join in promoting the
general welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s
prosperity.

To this illustration succeeds an explanation of
the four cardinal virtues, Temperance, Fortitude,
Prudence, and Justice.—By Temperance, we are
instructed to govern the passions, and check unruly
desires. The health of the body, and the dignity
of the species, are equally concerned in a faithful
observance of it.—By Fortitude, we are taught to
resist temptation, and encounter danger with spirit
and resolution. This virtue is equally distant from
rashness and cowardice ; and he who possesses it,
is seldom shaken, and never overthrown, by the
storms that surround him. By Prudence, we are
instructed to regulate our conduct by the dictates
of reason, and to judge and determine with pro-
priety in the execution of everything that tendsto
promote either our present or future well-being.
On this virtue, all others depend ; it is, therefore,
the chief jewel that can adorn the human frame.
—Justice, the boundary of right, constitutes the
cement of civil society. This virtue, in a great
measure, constitutes real goodness, and is therefore
represented as the perpetual study of the accom-
plished Mason. Without the exercise of justice,
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universal confusion would ensue; lawless force
might overcome the principles of equity, and social
intercourse no longer exist.

The explanation of these virtues is accompanied
with some general observations on the equahty ob-
served among Masons. In the lodge, no estrange-
ment of behaviour is discovered ; influenced by
the same principle, a uniformity of opinion, which
is useful in exigencies, and pleasing in familiar life,
universally prevails, strengthens the ties of friend-
ship, and promotes love and esteem. Masons are
brethren by a double tie; and among them, as bro-
thers, no invidious distinctions exist ; merit being
always respected, and honour rendered to whom
honour is due. A king, in the lodge, is reminded,
that although a crown may adorn the head, or a
sceptre the hand, the blood in the veins is derived
from the common parent of mankind, and is no
better than that of the meanest subject. The
statesman, the senator, and the artist, are there
taught that, equally with others, they are, by
nature, exposed to infirmity and disease; and that
au unforeseen misfortune, or a disordered frame,
may impair their faculties, and level them with the
most ignorant of their species. This checks pride,
and incites courtesy of behaviour. Men of inferior
talents, or who are not placed by fortune in such
exalted stations, are instructed to regard their
superiors with peculiar esteem, when they discover
them voluntarily divested of the trappings of ex-
ternal grandeur, and condescending, in the badge
of innocence and bond of friendship, to trace wis-
dom and follow virtue, assisted by those who are
of a rank beneath them. Virtue is true nobility,
and wisdom is the channel by which virtue is
directed and conveyed; wisdom and virtue, only,
mark distinction among Masons.

Such is the arrangement of the sections in the



38 ILLUSTRATIONS

first lecture ;* which, including the forms adopted
at opening and closing the lodge, comprehends the
whole of the first degree. This plan has not
only the advantage of regularity to recommend it,
but the support of precedent and authority, and the
sanction and respect which flow from antiquity.
The whole is a regular system of morality, con-
ceived in a strain of interesting allegory, which
readily unfolds its beauties to the candid and in-
dustrious inquirer.*

§ 4. Remarks on the Second Lecture.

Masonry is a progressive science, and is divided
into different classes, or degrees, for the more
regular advancement in the knowledge of its mys-
teries. According to the progress we make, we
limit or extend our inquiries; and, in proportion
to our talents, we attain to a lesser or greater
degree of perfection.

Masonry includes almost every branch of polite
learning under the veil of its mysteries, which com-
prehend a regular system of virtue and science.
Many of its illustrations may appear unimportant
to the confined genius; but the man of more en-

r In practice, when the lodge was opened, the toast usually
was ‘‘ The king and the Craft,” together with the E.A.P. song.
At the end of the first Section, ‘‘The key of knowledge ;” at
the conclusion of the secoud, ‘‘ The heart that conceals and the
tongue that never reveals;” of the third, ‘“To all distressed
Masons;” of the fourth, ‘“May every brother arrive at the
summit of his profession ;" of the fifth, * The pious memory of
the two St. Johns, as the great parallels of Masonry ;” of the
sixth, “The Lewis.” Every brother will see that under this
regime the lectures varied considerably from the preseat ar-
rangement. —EDITOR.

* The Sections of this Lecture are at present rather differently
arranged, but, as the disquisitions are nearly identical, I have
not thought it necessary to disturb the programme of Preston.
There was also another formula in use at the latter end of the
last century, consisting of six Sections, and containing the same
matter under a new classification.—EbpITOR,
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larged faculties will consider them in the highest
degree useful and interesting. To please the
accomplished scholar and ingenious artist, the
institution is well suited ; and in the investigation
of its latent doctrines, the philosopher and mathe- -
matician may experience equal satisfaction and
delight. :

To exhaust the various subjects of which Ma-
sonry treats, would transcend the powers of the
brightest genius: still, however, nearer approaches
to perfection may be made; and the man of wis-
dom will not check the progress of his abilities,
though the task he attempts may at first seem
insurmountable. Perseverance and application will
remove each difficulty as it occurs; every step he
advances, new pleasures will open to his view, and
instruction of the noblest kind attend his researches.
In the diligent pursuit of knowledge, great disco-
veries are made; and the intellectual faculties are
wisely employed in promoting the glory of God,
and the good of mankind.

SUCH 18 THE TENDENCY OF ALL THE ILLUSTRA-
TIONs IN MasoNrRY. REVERENCE ror THE DEITY,
AND GRATITUDE FoR THE BLEssines or HEAvew,
ARE INCULCATED IN EVERY Deerek. This is
the plan of our system, and the result of our
inquiries.

‘The First Degree being intended to enforce the
duties of morality, and imprint on the memory the
noblest principles which can adorn the human
mind ; the Second Degree extends the plan, and
comprehends a more diffusive system of know-
ledge. Practice and theory are united, to qualif
the industrious Mason to share the pleasures whic
an advancement in the art necessarily affords.
Listening with attention to the opinions of expe-
rienced men on important subjects, the mind of
the Craftsman is gradually familiarized to useful
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instruction, and he is soon enabled to investigate
truths of the utmost concern in the general trans-
actions of life. -

From this system proceeds a rational amuse-
ment. ‘While the mental powers are fully em-
ployed, the judgment is properly exercised: a
spirit of emulation prevails; and every brother
vies, who shall most excel in promoting the
design of the Institution.

The First Section.—The First Section of the
Second Degree elucidates the mode of introduc-
tion into this class; and instructs the diligent
craftsman how to proceed in the proper arrange-
ment of the ceremonies which are used on that
occasion. It enables him to judge of the import-
ance of those rites, and convinces him of the
necessity of adhering to all the established usages
of the Order. Here he is intrusted with particu-
lar tests, to prove his title to the privileges of this
degree; and satisfactory reasons are given for
their origin. The duties which cement, in the
firmest union, well-informed brethren, are illus.
trated ; and an opportunity is given to make such
advances in the art as will always distinguish the
talents of able craftsmen.

Besides the ceremony of initiation in the Second
Degree, this section contains many important par-
ticulars, with which no officer of the lodge should
be unacquainted.

Charge at Initiation into the Second Degree.*

BROTHER, )
Being advanced to the Second Degree of the

¢t The sentences inclosed in brackets [ ] may be occasionally
omitted. I have let this and the Charge in the Third Degree
remain, not knowing how to alter them to suit the present time,
They can scarcely be improved.
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Order, we congratulate you on your preferment.
[The internal, and not the external, qualifications .
of a man, are what Masonry regards. As you
increase in knowledge, you will consequently
improve in social intercourse. .

It is unnecessaryto recapitulate the duties which,
as a Mason, your are now bound to discharge; or
enlarge on the necessity of a strict adherence to
them ; as your own experience must have esta-
blished their value. It may be sufficient to
observe, that] Your past behaviour and regular
deportment have merited the honour which we
have conferred; and in your new character, it is
expected that you will not only conform to the
principles of the Order, but steadily persevere in
the practice of every virtue.

The study of the liberal arts [that valuable
branch of education, which tends so effectually to
polish and adorn the mind] is earnestly recom-
mended to your consideration; especially the
science of Geometry, which is established as the
basis of our Art. [Geometry, or Masonry, origi-
nally synonymous terms, is of a divine and moral
nature, and enriched with the most useful know-
ledge : whilst it proves the wonderful properties of
natare, it demonstrates the more important truths
of morality.]

As the solemnity of our ceremonies requires
a serious deportment, you are to be particularly
attentive to your behaviour in our regular assem-
blies; you are to preserve our ancient usages
and customs sacred and inviolable; and induce
others, by your example, to hold them in due
veneration.

The laws and regulations of the Order you are
strennously to support and maintain. You are not
to palliate, or aggravate, the offences of your
brethren : but, in the decision of every trespass
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against our rules, judge with candour, admonish
with friendship, and reprehend with mercy.

As a Craftsman, in our private assemblies you
may offer your sentiments and opinions on such
subjects as are regularly introduced in the Lecture,
untfer the superintendence of an experienced
Master, who will guard the landmarks against
encroachment. By this privilege you may im-
prove your intellectual powers; qualify yourself
to become a useful member of society; and, like
a skilful Brother, strive to excel in what is good
and great."

[All regular signs and summonses, given and
received, you are duly to honour, and punctually
obey ; inasmuch as they consist with our professed
principles. You are to encourage industry and
reward merit; supply the wants and relieve the
necessities of brethren and fellows, to the utmost
of your power and ability; and on no account
to wrong them, or see them wronged, but timely .
to apprise them of approaching danger, and view
their interest as inseparable from your own.

Such is the nature of your engagements as a
Craftsman ; and these duties you are now bound,
by the most sacred ties, to observe.]

The Second Section.—The Second Section of
this Degree presents an ample field for the man of
genius to perambulate. It cursorily specifies the
particular classes of the Order, and explains the
requisite qualifications for preferment in each. In
the explanation of our usages, many remarks are
introduced, which are equally useful to the expe-
rienced artist and the sage moralist. The various
operations of the mind are demonstrated, as far

° This and the following paragraph are to be omitted, if pre-
viously used in the course of the ceremony.
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as they will admit of elucidation, and a fund of
extensive science is explored throughout. Here
we find employment for leisure hours; trace
science from its original source ; and, by drawing
the attention to the sum of perfection, contem-
plate with admiration the wonderful works of the
Creator. Geometry is displayed, with all its
powers and properties; and in the disquisition of
this science, the mind is filled with rapture and
delight. Such is the latitude of this section, that
the most judicious may fail in an attempt to ex-
plain it ; the rational powers being exerted to their
utmost stretch in illustrating the beauties of
nature, and demonstrating the more important
truths of morality.

As the Orders of Architecture come under con-
sideration in this section, the following brief de-
scription of them may not be improper : —

By order, in architecture, is meant a system
of the members, proportions, and ornaments of
columns and pilasters; or, it is a regular arrange-
ment of the projecting parts of- a building, which,
united with those of a column, form a beautiful,
perfect, and complete whole. Order in architec-
ture may be traced from the first formation of
society. When the rigour of seasons obliged men
to contrive shelter from the inclemency of the
weather, we learn that they first planted trees on
end, and then laid others across, to support a
covering. The bands which connected those trees
at top and bottom, are said to have suggested the
idea of the base and capital of pillars; and from
this simple hint originally proceeded the more
improved art of architecture.

The five orders are thus classed: the Tuscan,
Dorie, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite.

The Tuscan is the most simple and solid of the
five orders. It was invented in Tuscany, whence
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it derives its name. Itscolumn is seven diameters
high ; and its capital, base, and entablature, have
but few mouldings. The simplicity of the con-
struction of this column renders it eligible where
solidity is the chief object, and where ornament
would be superfluous.

The Doric order, which is plain and natural,
is the most ancient, and was invented by the
Greeks. Its column is eight diameters high, and
it has seldom any ornaments on base or capital,
except mouldings; though the frieze is distin-
guished by triglyphs and metopes, and the tri-
glyphs compose the ornaments of the frieze. The
solid composition of this order gives it a preference
in structures where strength and a noble but rough
simplicity are chiefly required.”

The Ionic bears a kind of mean proportion be-
tween the more solid and delicate orders. Its
column is nine diameters high; its capital is
adorned with volutes, and its cornice has dentiles.
There is both delicacy and ingenuity displayed in
this pillar; the invention of which is attributed to
the Jonians, as the famous temple of Diana at
Ephesus was of this order. It is said to have been
formed after the model of an agreeable young
woman, of an elegant shape, dressed in her hair ;
as a contrast to the Doric order, which was formed
after that of a strong robust man.

The Corinthian, the richest of the five orders, is-
deemed a masterpiece of art, and was invented at

¥ The Doric is the best-proportioned of all the orders, The
several parts of which it is composed are founded on the
natural position -of solid bodies. In its first invention it was
more simple than in its present state. In after times, when it
began to be adorned, it gained the name of Doric; for when it
was constructed in its primitive and simple form the name of
Tuscan was conferred on it. Hence the Tuscan precedes the Doric
in rank, on account of the resemblance to that pillar in its ori-
ginal state.
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Corinth by Callimachus. Its column is ten diame-
ters high, and its capital is adorned with two rows
of leaves and eight volutes, which sustain the
abacus. The frieze is ornamented with curious
devices, and the cornice with denticles and modil-
lions. This order is used in stately and superb
structures.”

The Composite is compounded of the other
orders, and was contrived by the Romans. Its
capital has the two rows of leaves of the Corinthian,
and the volutes of the Tonic. Itscolumn has the
quarter-round as the Tuscan and Doric orders, is
ten diameters high, and its cornice has denticles or
simple modillions. This pillar is generally found
in buildings where strength, elegance, and beauty,
are united.

These observations are intended to induce the
industrious craftsman to pursue his researches into
the rise and progress of architecture, by consulting
the works of the best writers on the subject.

* Callinachus is said to have taken the hint of the capital of
this pillar from the following remarkable circumstance :—Acci-
dentally passing by the tomb of a young lady, he perceived a
basket of toys covered with a tile placed over an acanthus root ;
having been left there by her nurse. As the branches grew up,
they encompassed the basket, till, arriving at the tile, they met
wit{ an obstruction, and bent downwards. Callimachus, struck
with the object, set about imitating the figure ; the vase of the
capital he made to represent the basket; the abacus the tile;
and the volutes, the bending leaves.

* The original orders of architecture were no more than
three—the lﬂn’c, Ionic, and Corinthian. To these the Romans
added two—the Tuscan, which they made plainer than the
Doric ; and the Composite, which was more oruamental, if not
more beautiful than the Corinthian. The first three orders
alone show invention and particular character, and essentially
differ from each other ; the two others have notbing but what
is borrowed, and differ only accidentally ; the Tuscan is the
Doric in its earliest state ; and the Composite is the Corintbian
eariched with the Ionic. To the Greeks, and not to the Ro-
mans, we are indebted for what is great, judicious, and distinct,
in architecture.
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From this theme we proceed to illustrate the
moral advantages of Geometry.

Geometry is the first and noblest of sciences,
and the basis on which the superstructure of Free-
masonry is erected.

The contemplation of this science in a moral
and comprehensive view fills the mind with rap-
ture. To the true Geometrician, the regions of
matter with which he is surrounded afford ample
scope for his admiration, while they open & sublime
field for his inquiry and disquisition. Every blade
of grass which covers the field, every flower that
blows, and every insect which wings its way in the
bounds of expanded space, proves the existence of
a First Cause, and yields pleasure to the intelli-
gent mind.

The symmetry, beauty, and order displayed in
the various parts of animate and inanimate creation
are pleasing and delightful themes, and naturally
lead to the source whence the whole is derived.
‘When we bring within the focus of the eye the
variegated carpet of the terrestrial creation, and
survey the progress of the vegetative system, our
admiration is justly excited. Every plant that
grows, every flower that displays its beauties or
breathes its sweets, affords instruction and delight.
‘When we extend our views to the animal creation,
and contemplate the varied clothing of every
species, we are equally struck with astonishment!
and when we trace the lines of Geometry drawn
by the Divine pencil in the beautiful plumage of
the feathered tribe, how exalted is our conception
of the heavenly work! The admirable structure
of plants and animals, and the infinite number of
fibres and vessels which run through the whole,
with the apt disposition of one part to another, is a
perpetual subject of study to the true Geome-
trician ; who, while he adverts to the changes which
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all undergo in their progress to maturity, is lost in
rapture and veneration of the Great Cause that
produced the whole, and which continues to govern
the system.

When he descends into the bowels of the earth,
and explores the kingdom of ores, minerals, and
fossils, he finds the same instances of Divine wis-
dom and gooduess displayed in their formation and
structure; every gem and every pebble proclaims
the handiwork of an Almighty Creator !

When he surveys the watery element, and
directs his attention to the wonders of the deep,
with all the inhabitants of the mighty ocean, he
perceives emblems of the same Supreme Intelli-
gence. The scales of the largest whale, and the
pencilled shell of the most diminutive fish,
equally yield a theme for his contemplation, on
which he fondly dwells; while the symmetry of
their formation, and the delicacy of the tints,
evince to his discerning eye the Wisdom of the
Divine Artist.

When he exalts his view to the more noble and
elevated parts of nature, and surveys the celestial
orbs, how much greater is his astonishment ! If,
on the principles of Geometry and true philosophy,
he contemplates the sun, the moon, the stars, and
the whole concave of heaven, his pride is humbled,
and he is lost in awful admiration. The immense
magnitude of those bodies, the regularity and
rapidity of their motions, and the vast extent of
space through which they move, are equally
inconceivable : and, as far as they exceed human
comprehension, baffle his most daring ambition,
till, lost in the immensity of the theme, he sinks
into his primitive insignificance.

By Geometry, then, we curiously trace Nature,
through her various windings, to her most con-
cealed recesses. By it we discover the power, the
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- wisdom, and the goodness of the Great Artificer
of the Universe, and view with delight the propor-
tions which connect this vast machine. By it we
discover how the planets move in their different
orbits, and demonstrate their various revolutions.
By it we account for the return of seasons, and the
variety of scenes, which each season displays to the
discerning eye. Numberless worlds are around us,
all framed by the same Divine Artist, which roll
through the vast expanse, and are all conducted by
the same unerring law.

A survey of Nature, and the observation of her
beautiful proportions, first determined man to imi-
tate the Divine plan, and study symmetry and
order. This gave rise to societies, and birth to
every useful art. The architect began to design ;
and the plans which he laid down, improved by
experience and time, produced works which have
been the admiration of every age.

The Third Section.—The Third Section of this
Degree has reference to the origin of the institu-
tion, and views Masonry under two denominations,
Operative and Speculative. These are separately
considered, and the principles on which both are
founded are particularly explained. Their affinity
is pointed out by allegorical figures and typical
representations. Here the rise of our government,
or division into classes, is examined; the dispo-
sition of our rulers, supreme and subordmate, is
traced ; and reasons are assigned for the establish-
ment of several of our present practices. The
progress made in architecture, particularly in the
reign of Solomon, is remarked; the number of
artistsY who were employed in building the Temple

7 I copy from ‘‘ Anderson’s Book of Constitutions,” the num-
bers and classes of all the Craftsmen who were employed about
this work : —
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of Jerusalem, with their privileges, are specified ;
the stipulated period for rewarding merit is fixed; -
and the inimitable moral to which that circum-
stance alludes is explained; the creation of the
world is described, and many particulars are
recited, which have been carefully preserved among
Masons, and transmitted from one age to another
by oral tradition. In short, this section contains
a store of valuable knowledge, founded on reason
and sacred record, both entertaining and instruc-
tive, and is well calculated to enforce the venera-
tion due to antiquity.*

Harodim, princes, rulers, or provosts.. . ........ . 300
Menatzchim, expert Master Masons ........ ceeeeee 8,300
Ghiblim, stone-squarers and sculptors able Fellow

Teh Chotzeb, men of hewing. ... .... b
Benai, layers or builders ..........

The levy out of Israel, appointed to work in Lebanon
one month in three, 10,000 every month, under the
direction of the noble Adoniram, who was the Junior

Grand Warden ........co000000. ciietereecsaes. 80,000
All the Freemasons employed in the work of the Temple
exclusive of the two Grand Wardens .............. 113,600

Besides the Jsk Shabbal, or men of burden, the remains of the
old Canaanites, amounting to 70,000, who are not numbered
among Masons. Solomon distributed the fellow crafts into

lodges, with a master and wardens in each, that they
might receive commands in a regular manner, might take care
of their tools and jewels, might be regularly paid every week,
&c. ; and the fellow crafts took care of their succession by edu-
eating entered apprentices.—EDITOR.

* We can afford but little assistance, by writing, to the indus-
trious Mason in this Section, as it can only be acquired by oral
o'mmunication ;: for an explanation, however, of the connection
between Operative and Speculative Masonry, we refer him to
the Fourth Section of book i. page 8.

The following Tnvocation of Solomon, at the Dedication of the
Temple of Jerusalem, particularly claims our attention in this
Bection :—

INVOCATION.

And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord, in the pre-
D
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. The Fourth Section.—The Yourth and last Sec-
tion of this Degree is. no less replete with useful
instruction. Circumstances of real importance to-
the Fraternity are here particularized, and many.
traditional tenets and customs confirmed by sacred
and profane record. The celestial and terrestriak
globes are considered with accuracy ; and here the
accomplished gentleman may display his talents
to advantage in the elncidation of the sciences,
which are classed.in a regular arrangement. The:
stimulus to preferment, and the mode of reward-:
ing merit are pointed out; the marks of distinc-.

sence of all the congregration of Isracl, and spread forth his
hands ; saying, ~~

- O Lord God, there is no god like unto thee, in heaven
above, or in the earth benéath; who keepest covenant, and
shewest mercy unto thy servants, who walk before thee with all
their hearts, )

Let thy word be verified, which thou hast spoken -unto
David my father.

" Let all the people of the earth know-that the Lord is God ;
and that there is none else.

Let all the people of the earth know thy name and fear thee..

- Let all the people of the earth know, that I bave built this
bouse, and consecrated it to thy name. - .

But will God indeed dwell upon the earth? Behold, the
heaven, and heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee ; how much.
less this house, which I have built ! . .

Yet, have respect unto my prayer, and to my supplication,
and hearken unto wy cry :

" May thine eyes be open towards this house, by day and by, .
night ; even toward the place of which thou bast said, My name
shall be there ! )

And when thy servant, and thy people Israel, shall prey to-
wards this house, hearken to their supplication; hear thou
it.hem in heaven, thy dwelling-place ; and when thou hearest,

orgive !

And the Lord answered, and said, I have hallowed the house
which thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and
mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.

" "And all the people answered and said, The Lord is gracious,
and his mercy endureth for ever.

In foreign Masonry this circumstance constitutes the essence
of she degree of most excellent Master.—EDITOR,
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tion which were conferred on our ancient Bre-
thren, as the reward of excellence, are explained :
and the duties as well as privileges of the first
branch of - their male offspring defined. In short,
this Section contains some curions observations on
the validity of our forms, and concludes with the
most powerful ineentives to the praetice of piety
and virtue. ’

- As the several liberal Arts and Sciences are illus.
trated in this Section, it may not be improper to
give a short explanation of them :

- Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of
words, according to the idiom or dialect of any
particular people; and enables us to speak or
write a language with accuracy, agreeably to rea-
son and correct usage.

Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and
fluently on any subject, not merely with propriety,
but with all the advantages of force and elegance ;
wisely contriving to captivate the hearer by
strength of argument and beauty of expression,
whether it be to entreat or exhort, to admonish or
applaud.

Logic teaches us to guide our reason dis-
creetly in the general knowledge of things, and
direct our inquiries after truth. It consists of a
regular train of argument, whence we- infer,
deduce, and conclude, according to certain

mises laid down, admitted, or granted, and
m it are employed the faculties of conceiv-
ing, judging, reasoning, and disposing; which
are naturally led on from one gradation to
another, till the point in question is finally de-
termined.

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of
numbers; which is variously effected by letters,
tables, figures, aud instruments. By this art rea-
sons and demonstrations are given for finding out

D2
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any certain number, whose relation or affinity te
others is already known.

Geomelry treats of the powers and properties of
magnitudes in general, where length, breadth, and
thickness, are considered.®* By this science, the
architect is enabled to comstruct his plans; the
general, to arrange his soldiers; the engineer, to
mark out ground for encampments; the geogra-
pher, to give us the dimensions of the world, deli-
neate the extent of seas, and specify the divisions
of empires, kingdoms, and provinces; and by it,
also, the astronomer is enabled to make his obser-
vations, and fix the durations of times and seasons;
years and cycles. In short, Geometry is the
foundation of architecture, and the root of the
mathematics,

Mousic teaches the art of forming concords, so
as to compose delightful harmony, by a propor-
tional arrangement of acute, grave, and mixed
sounds. This art, by a series of experiments, is
reduced to a science, with respect to tones and
the intervals of sound only. It inquires into the
nature of concords and discords, and enables
us to find out the proportion between them by
numbers.

Astronomy is that art by which we are taught
to read the wonderful works of the Almighty
Creator in those sacred pages, the celestial
hemisphere. Assisted by astronomy, we observe
the motions, measure the distances, comprehend
the magnitudes, and calculate the periods and
eclipses, of the heavenly bodies. By it we learn

* Thus the progression is, from a point to a line, from a line
to a superfice, and from a superfice to a solid. A point has no
dimensions, but is an indivisible part of space. A lineis the
continuation of a point, embracing only the single capacity of
length. A superfice has two dimensions,—length and breadth ;
and a solid has three dimensions,—length, breadth, and thickness.
—EDi1ToR.
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the use of the globes,® the system of the world,
and the primary law of nature. While we are
employed in the study of this science, we perceive
unparalleled instances of wisdom and goodness, and
through the whole of creation trace the glorious
Author by his works.®

Thus end the different Sections of the Second
Lectare ; which, with the ceremony used at open-
ing and closing the Lodge, comprehend the whole
of the Second Degree of Masonry. Besides a
complete theory of philosophy and physics, this
Lecture contains a regular system of Science,

* The doctrine of the spheres, which is included in the
::zoe of Astronomy, is nﬂo particularly considered in this
on.

The globes are two artificial spherical bodies, on the convex
surface of which are represented the countries, seas, and various
m of the earth ; the face of the heavens, the planetary revo-

ions, and other important particulars, The sphere, with the
parts of the earth delineated upon its surface, is called the ter-
restrial globe ; and that with the constellations and other
heavenly bodies, the celestial globe. Their principal use, be-
sides serving as maps to distinguish the outward parts of the
earth, and the situation of the fixed stars, is to illustrate and
mhin the phenomena arising from the annual revolution,

the diurnal rotation of the earth round its own axis. They
are the noblest instruments for giving the most distinct idea of
any em or proposition, as well as for enabling us to solve
it. templating these bodies, Masons are inspired with a due
reverence for the Deity and his works ; and are induced to apply
with diligence and attention to astronomy, geograpby, naviga-
tion, and all the arts dependent on them, by which society has
been so much benefited.

¢ The Lectures now in use add a fifth Section, which con-
fains an account of the ormaments of the M. C., amongst
which the Pytbagorean triangle is particularly noticed, b
it formed an illustration of that philosopher’s system, and
elucidated the relation between nnmem and metrical
symbols. It cobsists of ten rinu arranged in the form of an
oquilateral triangle, divisible into nine similar triangles of
snaller dimensions, The Lectures contain a long dissertation
on this interesting mlﬂeot. At my decease there will be found
amongst my papers a disseriation on the Pythagorean triangle,
in ten chapiers.—EDITOR,
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demoastrated on the cleayest principles,: and esta
bhshed on the firmest foundations.d - :

§ 5. Remarks on the Third Lecture.

In treating with proprxety on any subJect it is
necessary to observe a regular course; in the for-
mer Degrees we have recapitulated the contents of
the several Sections, and should willingly pursue
the same plan in this Degree, did not the variety
of particulars of which it is composed render it
impossible to give an abstract, without violating
the rules of the Order. It may be sufficient to
remark, that in twelve Sec¢tions, of which this
Lecture _consists, every circumstance that respects
government and system, ancient lore and deep
research, curious invention and ingenious disco-
very, is collocted and accurately traced while
the mode of practising our rites, on public as welk
as private occasions, is satisfactorily explained.
Among the Brethren of this Degree, the land-
marks of the Order are preserved; and from them
is derived that fund of information which expert
and ingenious Craftsmen ouly can afford, whose
judgment has been matured by years and expe-
rience. To a complete knowledge of this Lecture,
few attain; but it is an infallible truth, that he.
who acquires by merit the mark of pre-eminence
to which this Degree entitles him, receives a re-
ward which amply compensates for all his. past
diligence and assiduity.

From. this class of the Order, the rulers of the
Craft are selected ; as it is only ftom those who are
capable of giving mstructlon, that we can properly
expect to receive it with advantage, . .

The First Section. —The ceremony of initiation’

4 The observation at the conclasien of the EA»P. Lecture
(p.-45) will also be applicable here,—EpiroR, e
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into the Third Degree© is partieularty specified in
this branch of the Lecturg, and»m?ﬁy I:seful in-
structions are given. o O

Buch is the importance of this Section, that we
may safely aver, whoever is unacquainted with it,
is ill qualified to act as a ruler or governor of the
work of Masoury. ' S :

Prayer at Initiation into the Third Degree.

O Lord, direct us to know and serve thee
aright ! prosper our laudable undertakings! and

nt that, as we increase in knowledge, we may

1mprove in virtue, and still farther promote thy
honour and glory !  So mote it be. '

Charge at Initiation into the Third Degree.

Broruesr, Co e
Your zeal for the institution of Freemasonry,
the progress which you have made in the art, and
your conformity to the general regulations, have
pointed you out as a proper objeat of our favour
and esteem. o
In the character of a Master Mason, you are
henceforth anthorized to correct the errovs and
irregularities of Brethren and Fellows, and guard
them against a breach of fidelity. To improve the
morals and correct the manners of men in sddiety,
niust be your constant care. 'With this view, there-
fore, you are always to recommend to inferiors,
obedience and submission ; to equals, courtesy and
affability ; to superiors, kindness and condescen-
sion. {Iniversal benevolence you sre to incul-
cate; and, by the regularity of your own behaviour,

¢ Our Amesionn bratbren use an abundance of Striptare qwo-
tations in the opening and conduct of this degree, particularly
that sublime observation of King Solomon recorded in Eocle-
slastea, xii. 1 —7.—EDIToR. oL
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afford the best example for the conduct of others.
The ancient landmarks of the Order, which are
here intrusted to your care, you are to preserve
sacred and inviolable ; and never suffer an infringe-
ment of our rites, or a deviation from established
usage and custom.

Duty, honour, and gratitude, now bind you to
be faithful to every trust; to support with becom-
ing dignity your new character; and to enforce, by
example and precept, the tenets of the system.
Let no motive, therefore, make you swerve from
your duty, violate your vows, or betray your trust ;
but be true and faithful, and imitate the example
of that celebrated artist whom you have once re-
presented. By this exemplary conduct you will
convince the world, that merit has been your title
to our privileges; and that on you our favours
have not been undeservedly bestowed.

The Second Section.—The Second Section is an
introduction to the proceedings of the Chapter of
Master Masons, and illustrates several points which
are well known to experienced Craftsmen. Itin-
vestigates, in the ceremony of opening the Chapter,
some important circumstances in the two preceding

Degrees.

The Third Section.—The Third Section com-
mences the historical traditions of the Order;
which are chiefly collected from sacred record,
and other authentic documents.

The Fourth Section.—~The Fourth Section far-
ther illustrates the historical traditions of the
Order, and presents to view a finished picture of
the utmost consequence to the Fraternity.

" The Fifth Section.—The Fifth Section continues
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the explanation of the historical traditions of the
T,

The Sizth Section.—The Sixth Section con-
cludes the historical traditions of the Order.

The Seventh Section. —The Seventh Section
illustrates the hieroglyphical emblems® restricted
to the Third Degree, and inculcates many nseful
lessons, which are intended to extend knowledge
and promote virtue.

The following Sections apply to the Installed
Master : —

The Eighth Section.—The Eighth Section treats
of the government of the Fraternity, and the dis-
ition of our rulers, supreme and subordinate.

t is generally rehearsed atinstallations.

The Ninth Section.*—The Ninth Section recites
the qualifications of our rulers; and illustrates
the ceremony of installation in the Grand Lodge,
as well as in the private assemblies of Masons.

The Tenth Section.—The Tenth Section com-
prehends the ceremonies of constitution and con-
secration, and a variety of particulars explanatory
of those ceremonies. '

! Amongst these hieroglyphics we find the Pot of Incense as
an emblem of a pure heart; the Bee-hive, as a symbol of indus-
try ; the Howr-glass to point out the rapidity of time, ard the
: to convince us of the unoertainity of human life ; the
Anchor and Ark, to invigorate us with hopes of future reward ;
the Sword, of retributive justice ; the All-sccing Eye; the Three
Steps, of Youth, Manhood, and Old Age, &c. &c. Vide ““Starin
the East,” by the Editor, p. 184.— EDITOR.

s Por many particulars to which this and the two following

relate, see the Ceremonies of Constitution, Consecra-
tion, Installation, &c., annexed to these remarks ; and also the
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